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TREASURE

B. M. Deck 

Matthew 13: 44–46; Luke 12: 32–38; 2 Corinthians 4: 7–12 

It will be observed that these passages allude to a treasure. “A treasure hid in the field” 

immediately raises the question of values. The value was not exactly in the field, it was in the treasure that was in it. The second passage alludes to a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where the thief does not draw near and the moth does not destroy. The third allusion is to a treasure in earthen vessels, alluding to the outward frailty of the human condition, but the treasure is going through in the substantiality of the work of God and will yet shine in the moment of display, perfectly fitted into the assembly as a city coming down, having the glory of God. Beloved brethren, what could be a greater privilege than to have part in it? 

Acceptance of the present outward frailness of the position does not lessen its value, for it is “the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. Now is the time of formation; it will not be up there—it is now. And the moments left to us are not enough; we need to value them and see they are put to good account in view of the day of display when Christ will come in His glory. Oh, what a hope it is! Let us quicken one another today as among those that love His appearing. This manifestation of His glory involves His vindication, over against all the ignominy and shame of the cross and what has proceeded since. It is not the time yet for our vindication, not till He has His, when we share with Him in His glory. But in the midst of all these present conditions there is something being formed as a treasure, even in earthen vessels. 

I wish first to speak of this passage where the kingdom of the heavens is likened to a treasure hid in the field. What is it? It is what God is securing out of this present time, consequent to the work on the cross, the work of reconciliation. The whole world is held in the light of that. 

That is in view of something being secured out of it. Oh the wonder of divine workmanship! 

He sold all whatever He had, and in some measure we can enter feelingly into what the cost was. The assembly is in view, the assembly is the treasure. This gospel brings out, as we know, precious truth regarding the assembly. It is not exactly named in this passage; it is named in chapter 16; the Lord Jesus says there “on this rock I will build my assembly” 

(Matthew 16: 18); He names it. Chapter 18 shows how it functions, and through the beloved apostle Paul the great truth of the mystery is brought out. Dear brethren, we are really in the presence of the greatest possible light that could be entrusted to human beings and I wonder if we value it, whether our sense of values is right. The treasure is hidden in the field; it is not displayed yet; it will be; it is what God is securing through the divine economy, what the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are securing in a vessel that is next to Deity, and yet creature—what a treasure! God is not concerned yet with the nations as such, they are but the arena in which He is working out the purpose and counsel of His love. 

It is wonderful, beloved, that we should be the objects of divine choice. It was the Father’s glory that chose us; before the world was we were chosen. We see the glory of the Son who redeemed us, and it is the Spirit’s glory that forms us in the image of God’s Son. What a time we are in! 

And the treasure is being brought out of the field; as I say, it is not yet the nations. He will bring them in presently; God is unerring in His purpose and ways, and the great prophetic matter will recommence when the church is complete and raptured. But His whole concern in the present time is the securing of the assembly. Another passage says, “the nations are esteemed as a drop of the bucket”, Isaiah 40: 15. We need to get a certain sense of values, and the supreme value at the present time is the assembly of God, the assembly that Christ loves. 

We want to get our values right and see that we comport ourselves rightly in the few moments that remain, and see what God is doing. So it is “like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field”. Oh, thank God that we are in that sphere where this treasure is being secured by God. Through the great system of divine grace and through the glad tidings there is a vessel being secured which is described here as a treasure. 

But then it is equally described as a pearl. What a connoisseur of values is our Lord; He knows in infinite affection and knowledge what answers to His heart. We would see the detail as we look into the types, but we have come to the great time of the antitype. Of Adam it says that “he found no help-mate, his like”, Genesis 2: 20. He had longings for a help-mate, and looking round on those other creatures he did not find what answered his heart. But of what was brought to him in the woman he says, “This time ...” He discerned the comparative value of one thing over against another and “This time”, he says, “it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”, Genesis 2: 23. Think of what the Lord Jesus will secure as the perfect answer to His perfect love as a Man, a vessel formed through 

pressure, as the pearl is, out of sight, but enduring all the testings which are used in divine skill and wisdom to bring about what is refined in preciousness and answers to the heart of Christ. Dear brother, dear sister, look at your circumstances this way; bring God into them. I verily believe there is a great need for piety among us. Let us soberly look at things and order our path in such-wise that God can be with us in it. We so easily arrange our circumstances and expect God to be with us. He may not be. If we pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace He will be with us. Bear with the word, dear brethren; I think we want to be pious in what we do and regulate ourselves in the fear of God. He will come in for us. He surely will, He will make a way through. 

This present evil world is about to be destroyed, a terrible thing. We should warn men what will happen when the church is gone, when every vestige of Christian compassion and mercy and grace will be absent. What a world it will be to be found in! Let us take warning. It is a wonderful privilege to be called to have part in the assembly of God which He has purchased with the blood of His own. Oh, let that appeal come home freshly to us that through that blood, foreknown in the very counsel of God, a vessel is being secured as the assembly of God. So I would urge that we regulate our lives in piety, which, with contentment, is great gain (1 Timothy 6: 6). It may not be material gain, but it will be spiritual gain, and you can be assured He never forsakes a righteous person. There will be a way through made for us, difficult as it may be, and it may get more so, “difficult times shall be there” (2 Timothy 1: 3), “troublous times”, Daniel 9: 25. And are they not? How could anyone be ignorant of the fact that the end is near? How then are we going to comport ourselves? The treasure is almost complete—“my 

assembly”, that He might present it to Himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things (Ephesians 5: 27). O, dear brethren, let us be quickened in our affections to see that we have part in this wonderful vessel that He speaks of as “my assembly”. 

Where we read in Luke the Lord says, “Fear not, little flock”. His lovers are in a world that is hostile, in a sense defenceless, like a little flock. Where does our defence come from? “Fear not, little flock”; He will stand by His flock. He loves His people. Let us see that there is nothing of that pretentious system remaining. How much there is, beloved brethren, to keep us in humility. Let us stay that way. In some sense the outward smallness is our safety. I think it is; it is safe to keep that way, like a little flock. But the Lord Jesus says—these are His actual words—“Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom”. What would that kingdom be? We need to be protected by the principles of that kingdom. No doubt it would involve the kingdom of the Son of His love. Maybe we have had too negative thoughts of the kingdom; it certainly would subjugate what is inconsistent with His presence, but it is a sphere in which we are to find liberty, protection and peace. Beloved, let us be drawn into this idea of a little flock. A poor and afflicted people have a treasure and it is in the heavens and it does not fail. Where is our treasure? Where are our interests lying? It is where Jesus is. ‘‘Tis the treasure we’ve found in His love’, we sing, ‘That has made us now pilgrims below’ (Hymn 139). If you have your heart centred in that blessed Man at the right hand of God it will alter your whole course for the remainder of the time that is left to us till we hear that assembling shout. 

That treasure does not fail in the heavens; no thief can penetrate nor corruption spoil that treasure. Let us see that we have our hearts centred in what is above where Christ is. Set your mind on the things above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God, and you will see in their true perspective the things that relate to our lives here in this poor world. Our real treasure lies in the sphere where He is already entered in as Forerunner for us. Our place is assured up there. Let us lessen our hold on things below. We are soon going to leave them anyway. The Spirit will engage us with our treasure up there, and it does not fail. There is no failure at the right hand of God; He is in control; there has never ever been a situation in which the Lord did not know what He was going to do—as in John 6: 6 where “He knew what he was going to do”. We may not always see through things and may wonder why they go on and on seemingly unresolved, but the Lord is in control and faith links us with the place where there is no decline or change in values. We have a treasure secured up there where Jesus is. That is to mean something to us, as it says, “For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning”—ready for movement, ready to go up. Are we ready? The Lamb’s wife “has made herself ready”, Revelation 19: 7. She is doing that now. Let us be drawn into this great spiritual matter. 

Dear brethren, we are very soon to enter into spiritual conditions, let us acquaint ourselves now by experience with what spiritual conditions involve. We have the Spirit of God among us who leads us into the enjoyment and experience of what presently will be ours actually. So it says, “and ye like men who wait their own lord”. There is a great need of men. Paul had to write to those Corinthians as children, as babes, when they should have been men. Oh, 

there is a great need for spiritual maturity in brothers and sisters to rise to the challenge of this final moment of testimony before the Lord comes. We are to be like men who wait their own Lord. In this world there are lords many, but not to these men—“their own lord”. Dear brethren, these are simple things and yet they are very profound and very necessary things in view of the time we are in; we are waiting our own Lord so that when He comes and knocks we can open to Him immediately. Are we ready? The Lamb’s wife “made herself ready” in 

“the righteousnesses of the saints”, with those garments so spotless and bright in testimony, and so pure in incorruption (Revelation 19: 8). Think of the quality the Spirit of God is bringing about at the present time as the perfect answer to the heart of the Lord Jesus—so open to Him immediately. This is not the Laodicean knocking where He is left outside in the cold. Let us at every occasion of our gathering be ready, sensitive to let the Lord have His way. As we assemble, dear brethren, in the light of the assembly let us think firstly of His glory, that this gathering is for Him and for His glory, and then He will assure us some fresh impress of Himself. 

So it says here, “Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord on coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table”. Who can understand that? “And coming up will serve them”. It is one of the most profound references to our Lord, and it is sufficient that He has said it. We would not be seeking it, but He will do that. I believe its import is to strengthen faithfulness with us now to be ready, when He knocks, to let Him in. Then it is His matter what He will do when, coming up, He will serve. 

What a scene of love that will be! Someone said the other day that love is the life of heaven. 

Dear brethren, it is 

the life of the assembly, because the assembly is heavenly; both in origin and destiny she is heavenly. And where do we find this? As we gather together unto Christ’s name we find the same atmosphere of heaven pervading that circle where the midst is His and His alone. So it says here, “If he come in the second watch, and come in the third watch, and find them thus, blessed are those bondmen”. I would like to encourage the brethren to be ready in the sensitivity of love to discern in what way the Lord is acting or speaking or knocking, that we may open to Him immediately. 

Now just a reference to Corinthians where the treasure is spoken of—“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us”. What does this mean? It brings us again to the practical circumstances in which we are found. Our bodies are not yet changed; they will be in a moment; in the twinkling of an eye they will be bodies of glory like His; but we are in bodies of frailty now. We grow old, we have all the inevitable infirmities that come, but there is a treasure and it abides. What is it? It is the work of God. Let us value it more and more in one another. It will help us to look away from other things and see that the true bond we have with one another is in relation to the work of God in us. The work of the Spirit of God in us gives us an affinity, you might say beginning in repentance, and deepening in suffering and humility but rising to the place we have as in Christ. What we love in one another is our formation after that one Man. Let it grow. It will be tested, as this list of sufferings that we read would show, but if cast down we are not destroyed. All these pressures come in, as they will, I suppose, until we are caught away, but what goes through is this treasure now in earthen vessels. I suppose the allusion is to Gideon where the 

pitchers were broken and the light shone. We need to go through as broken vessels, in fact we are only safe as broken, maintaining humility through repentance and thorough self-judgment. 

It is a wonderful thing to find a link, a bond of oneness, with a brother or sister in repentance. 

It is a strong bond, it is a bond that Satan cannot interfere with; he is defeated. I believe more and more that things which intrude among us would be excluded if we knew more in depth our bond with one another as repenting sinners. Please bear with the word, dear brethren, but I believe many matters among us would not exist if we had the strength of that kind of bond morally known and enjoyed. There is a sweetness in repentance as we know the One that redeemed us and loves us and has washed us from our sins. His precious blood becomes the more precious and His Person and grace the more proved in His sufficiency for us. What a treasure in earthen vessels, soon to be displayed at His coming. The apostle portrayed the dying of Jesus. I did not want to go into the detail of those verses, but continually let us consider the Man of sorrows acquainted with grief. He has left us a model, that we should follow in His steps. What a privilege that I may put my feet where He put His feet in love for me and prove His priestly support, and go through in the power of life, as it says, “that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh, so that death works in us, but life in you”. 

That is all I wanted to say just to encourage the brethren to value the treasure that is going through. Let us see we are committed to and identified with the testimony of our Lord in faithfulness and consecration in love’s devotedness until He comes, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Brooklyn, N.Y.
10 November 1984 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 13:44-46 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field. [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Luke 12:32-38 (JND) [32] Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell what ye possess and give alms; make to yourselves purses which do not grow old, a treasure which does not fail in the heavens, where thief does not draw near nor moth destroy. [34] For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately. [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them. [38] And if he come in the second watch, and come in the third watch, and find [them] thus, blessed are those [bondmen].

2 Corinthians 4:7-12 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us: [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up; [9] persecuted, but not abandoned; cast down, but not destroyed; [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body; [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh; [12] so that death works in us, but life in you.

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Isaiah 40:15 (JND) [15] Behold, the nations are esteemed as a drop of the bucket, and as the fine dust on the scales; behold, he taketh up the isles as an atom.

Genesis 2:20 (JND) [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like.

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

1 Timothy 6:6 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain.

2 Timothy 1:3 (JND) [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day,

Daniel 9:25 (JND) [25] Know therefore and understand: From the going forth of the word to restore and to build Jerusalem unto Messiah, the Prince, are seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks. The street and the moat shall be built again, even in troublous times.

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

John 6:6 (JND) [6] But this he said trying him, for he knew what he was going to do.

Revelation 19:7 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

Revelation 19:8 (JND) [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.



OVERCOMING DIFFIDENCE IN SERVICE

N. T. Meek 

Exodus 33: 12–19; Judges 6; 11–17; Romans 12: 1–3 

I desire to say a word, dear brethren, about overcoming diffidence or reluctance in taking up our responsibilities and our privileges in the things of God. We were saying earlier today that there is much to be done. The work needs to be done, and God would enlist your and my support in it. He needs a pair of hands, your pair of hands, in His work. We could have no greater privilege than to be allowed to handle, and maybe even further, His work. The Lord would use you like a tool, as a carpenter uses a chisel. He would work with you. God is not working exactly miraculously now as He did in creation, but He is forming Christ in men. He is doing it through the patient, steady service of those He employs in His work. 

Think of what a workman Paul was and how skilled he became in handling God’s property. 

Most of us who have done a little carpentry have realized that some skill needs to be acquired. The task needs a little bit of thought; it needs an element of appraisal, weighing up the situation. And thus would Paul serve, as we see in 1 Corinthians 2: 2. I speak especially to young brothers in saying this. As we begin to take up our responsibilities we may well feel our incapacity. We see other brethren serving; maybe they seem to make it look easy. It is not easy really, but you just find the Lord helps you in His grace. He helps you to speak to His people. It may be you feel diffident. It may be you have been asked to preach and you are diffident. You feel you will not make much of a go of it. 

Well, Moses felt that way. I suppose there was no greater servant ever than Moses, yet this chapter (Exodus 33) brings out his diffidence, his reluctance. He had a conversation with God. It is important, beloved, that we learn to have communion, learn to speak to God. Speak to Him about every matter that comes your way. As we have often said, there is not a single matter that is inappropriate to speak to God about. He enters sympathetically into your difficulties, but He would help you overcome your diffidence. He would help you overcome your reluctance to pass on the impression of Christ that you have. I would say this to everyone here, and I am sure it is the truth, that each one has a unique impression of Christ, which is never duplicated. There is never a second equivalent impression; it is unique. Every believer is a unique formation and he has his own peculiar and unique impression of Christ. 

I am not saying that the measure of this is always the same, but what I am saying is that you have your own distinction. You have your own distinct impression of Christ, and God would have that impression released for the gain of His people and for men. Your particular appreciation of Jesus may be as a Saviour and it is personal to yourself, as mine is personal to myself. One day you are going to have a name that is personal to yourself, and I am going to have a name that is personal to myself. But now is the time when that personal impression is to come into evidence, into expression. Something of it is to radiate outwards and to affect others. Moses had his own unique impression and he says to Jehovah here, “Let me … see thy glory”. Have you ever asked that? Have you ever asked God to give you an impression of His glory? Surely you hold some impression of the glory of God. How much will fall before it! The glory of this world, the glory that men seek, the idols in sport and the like, will all fall down if you get some impression of the glory of God shining in the face of Jesus. 

If you have an impression of the glory of Christ, if you appreciate His saviour-ship, why should you not preach? Why should you not tell your fellows about it, tell them what He means to you? I know our preachings are not exactly testimony meetings and yet the testimony that a believer has himself is bound to come out sooner or later. His impression of Christ is bound to come out as he speaks. God is very tender with Moses here. There was a great work on hand. Moses was diffident, but God was very tender. Yet we must not trifle with the work. Moses says, “Let me ... see thy glory”. God says, “My presence shall go”, as much as to say, ‘I will stand with you when you stand up at the desk’. You do not feel equal to it? Fine, that is the best thing you could say! You do not feel equal to it; who of us does? 

Paul says himself, “Who is sufficient for these things?” You will find God is equal to it. Overcome your diffidence and God will stand with you. You overcome with His tenderness, His consideration, His understanding. 

Think twice, dear brother, before refusing if you are asked to preach. Jonah refused, did he not? He virtually said, No, I will not go to Nineveh. He did not want to go there. Perhaps he thought it was not a very easy place to preach in. He finished up inside a fish, and that would be worse than the streets of Nineveh! God was very tender with him too. But Jonah’s history brings out a point that is solemn. That is that we must not trifle with God’s call. We must not treat it lightly. Largely, I think, that call comes through His people. Even Paul had to learn that. He saw a Macedonian man beckoning. And why did not God tell him directly? Why was the matter set on by a man? Well, Paul was learning that God might operate in that way. He saw a Macedonian man saying, “Pass over into Macedonia and help us”. If Paul had not responded, what would have happened to Europe? Would you and I have ever been saved? Would Europe and its outgoings have been saved? I do not trench on the sovereignty of God and how He can meet every exigency, but think of what a critical thing it was that Paul should heed the beckoning of a man he saw in a vision. 

God would help you to overcome your diffidence. “I will be with thy mouth”. He says (Exodus 4: 12). Our God is fair. He will not call you to anything but what He will support you in it. That is a divine principle, because He is a righteous Master. He does not ask you to make bricks without straw. He will give you plenty of straw; He will give you plenty of wherewithal; you will get it at the time. God says again, “I ... will teach thee what thou shalt say”, Exodus 4: 12. As you begin to speak, you will find the brethren are sympathetic too, the listeners are sympathetic. And you will find that thoughts come into your heart and mind which you did not expect. What is it but that the Spirit of God is acting among God’s people? 

He is able to do that; He is a divine Person. And so Moses started to move. He got, so to speak, moving in service, and what a servant he was! What a loss if Moses had declined it. 

You ask for a ray, you ask for some sense of God’s glory, some view of it. It may be the holy city, it may be the saints in the land, it may be Jesus personally, it may be the Father’s house, it may be all the families there. You ask for some view of the glory. That will set you going. You need it. Everyone needs it. Every one of us needs some impression of divine glory. 

And now I speak about Gideon. He is in a very different day from Moses, a day more like our own. He says, so to say, we have heard about those days of Mr. Darby, Mr. Raven and Mr. Taylor, the days “our fathers told us of”. Oh, would it not be fine if they were back! It is not like that now, he says, it is a difficult day now. “Where are all his miracles that our fathers told us of?” Those three-day meetings at Rochester, and the like, where are they? God is very tender with Gideon. He is working out His ways. I suppose, beloved, if I might just say this, that something is working out in these days that could hardly have been worked out in earlier days when there was such outstanding gift. I sometimes think that every decade and every piece of assembly experience is working something into that great fabric of glory that is going to be displayed in the coming day. So we are in this day, beloved, and however much we may long for the days of Mr. Darby or Mr. Taylor we are in this day. We are in the day to which our own name is attached. It speaks about the days of Noah, and the days of Lot. Well, we are now in the days of your name and mine. These are the days we are in, and God is working something out in them. 

So here is this man Gideon and he is reluctant. He is diffident. And I can understand it. And God understands it better than I do. The God who made us understands it. You will find that God is sympathetic as you take up any service for Him. You will find He is sympathetic and He will sustain you and He will support you and He will be behind you. Then remember that the time when you did not think you got on too well was possibly the time when you got on best of all. The Lord does the most extraordinary things. He comes in even in relation to our weakness. Christianity is such a system that God can bless even a mistake. That is not to say that we should be making mistakes. But 

even if we do. God knows how to bless it. God says to Gideon, You go. Oh, he says, “My thousand is the poorest in Manasseh”, “Wherewith shall I save Israel?” What have I got? That is how you feel. That is how anyone feels. You get enough for one meeting and perhaps an outline for a three-day meeting. Maybe you jot down some salient features you want to remember in a notebook, and when you look at it you say, What is it? It seems so small. But you just bring it out; bring out what you have got. 

It is like the miracle of the loaves when the Lord was here. You find how it multiplies, how it grows. You find yourself getting on tracks and avenues you never envisaged. It is best when it is like that, too. It is best when you are not too cut-and-dried, when you are dependent and when you get into a channel of divine flow that you never envisaged you might get into. That is what living ministry is. Living ministry is not something that you read from prepared notes like someone at a lecture. Living ministry is what comes currently, a constant flow from Christ into the souls of His own. Oh that it might come unimpaired! That is every true servant’s wish, that it might come unimpaired, that the glory of it, the glory of divine speaking, might shine through. 

God says to Gideon, “Have not I sent thee?” That is enough. “Have not I sent thee?” “Go in this thy might”. Well, Gideon would say, What might have I got? His might was seen at least in this one thing, that typically he appreciated Christ—he threshed wheat in the wine press, in cramped conditions. In difficult conditions he had a valuation of Christ and of the saints. 

Have you not got that? Dear young believer, have you not got such a valuation? I am sure you have, and if you begin to speak about it you will find 

it begins to expand. I would that you would overcome your diffidence. There is a generation now growing up that has had peculiar exercises, dear brethren, exercises that we did not have so deeply in earlier generations. There is a generation growing up that have had, and still have, peculiar exercises. And this experience they have should come into expression. It is perhaps time for it to come into expression. It is a legacy for the whole church. This is a word for the moment for young men of thirty years and under, maybe forty and under, that the special formation of recent years might not be lost through diffidence. I can understand your diffidence, and there is not anyone here who is not sympathetic with you, but the Lord would help you to overcome it, because you have had peculiar tests and that has formed something in you. He wants that to come into circulation, and to come into expression for the enrichment of His own work and for the cheer, I may say the peculiar cheer, of an older generation. 

In Romans 12 we are exhorted to think so as to be wise. It is a well-known scripture as to how we present our bodies a living sacrifice. Are you prepared to commit yourself? How strong is your love for Christ? It is only the attractiveness of this blessed Person that will lead you to present your body a living sacrifice. My body and your body are the bodies in which we express our own wills. If you are going to put your body on the altar it means you are not going to be able any longer to express your own will. In this epistle, especially in the early chapters, you get the teaching of the gospel. That is really what leads you to present your body. It is the way that God has operated, the way that God has not only forgiven you but has justified you. He has given you the Spirit too. In some way God has glorified you by the gift of the Spirit. It is in the appreciation 

of all that, what God has done, that you are prepared to lay down your body upon that altar as a sacrifice. 

So the word says we are to “think so as to be wise”. You are not to think high thoughts above what you should think. You are not to get elated. That is always a problem with us. It is always a danger. It is a fault of the devil; he got elated. He knows how to inject that poison into us. But, equally, you are to think so as to be wise. Now have you any impression of Christ? Have you any impression of a single scripture that you treasure in your soul? Then think so as to be wise. You have something. You say it is not much. No, but you have something, and it is to be used. You think so as to be wise, and God will confirm you in it. 

Sooner or later God will confirm you in any little service. If you are basically right, God will confirm you in His service. In another sense it is sovereign, I know, but still God is looking for persons He can use in His service. I have no doubt about it. And you are diffident. Well, think so as to be wise. Just look soberly at the situation, appraise the situation. 

This book of Romans is a great book of appraisal. Chapter 7 is an appraisal of what you find within. Then God is for you, you see. That enters into the appraisal. You find all sorts of things within, but then you find that God is for you. That is a substantial matter to weigh. If you put that great fact in the balance, down go the scales. God is for me. You measure the situation and there are more reasons why you should serve the saints than there are that you should not. Is it not so? Well, I would like to encourage us, all of us. In measure we all serve. 

We serve in our spirits, we serve in the 

testimony, we speak a word to our neighbours; it is open to brothers and sisters alike. We should make a sober appraisal of what we can do and commit ourselves to it, and the Lord will bless us. I hope too that some young ones, some young brothers maybe, will soberly and seriously begin to take up what is spoken of as the work of the ministry, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Plainfield
29 March 1986 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 33:12-19 (JND) [12] And Moses said to Jehovah, Behold, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people; but thou dost not let me know whom thou wilt send with me; and thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in mine eyes. [13] And now, if indeed I have found grace in thine eyes, make me now to know thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thine eyes; and consider that this nation is thy people! [14] And he said, My presence shall go, and I will give thee rest. [15] And he said to him, If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence. [16] And how shall it be known then that I have found grace in thine eyes I and thy people? [Is it] not by thy going with us? so shall we be distinguished, I and thy people, from every people that is on the face of the earth. [17] And Jehovah said to Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast said; for thou hast found grace in mine eyes, and I know thee by name. [18] And he said, Let me, I pray thee, see thy glory. [19] And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thy face, and I will proclaim the name of Jehovah before thee; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.

Judges 6 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of Jehovah; and Jehovah delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. [2] And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites the children of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains, and the caves, and the strongholds. [3] And it came to pass when Israel sowed, that Midian came up, and Amalek, and the children of the east, and came up against them. …

Judges 11 (JND) [1] Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of a harlot; and Gilead had begotten Jephthah. [2] And Gilead's wife bore him sons; and when his wife's sons were grown, they expelled Jephthah, and said to him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of another woman. [3] Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob. And vain men were gathered to Jephthah, and they made expeditions with him. …

Judges 17 (JND) [1] And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah. [2] And he said to his mother, The eleven hundred silver-pieces that were taken from thee, and about which thou didst curse and speak of in mine ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it. And his mother said, Blessed be my son of Jehovah! [3] And he restored the eleven hundred silver-pieces to his mother; and his mother said, I had dedicated the silver to Jehovah from my hand for my son, to make a graven image and a molten image; and now I will restore it to thee. …

Romans 12:1-3 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.

Exodus 33 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Depart, go up hence, thou and the people that thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, into the land that I swore unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it, [2] (and I will send an angel before thee, and dispossess the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite,) [3] into a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in the midst of thee, for thou art a stiff-necked people, lest I consume thee on the way. …

Exodus 4:12 (JND) [12] And now go, and I will be with thy mouth, and will teach thee what thou shalt say.

Exodus 4:12 (JND) [12] And now go, and I will be with thy mouth, and will teach thee what thou shalt say.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …



“SEEST THOU THIS WOMAN?”

J. Taylor 

Luke 7: 44 

This woman entered into Simon’s house because Jesus was there. Enduring the freezing atmosphere of the Pharisee’s house, she stood behind Jesus, weeping. Like Peter (Luke 22: 61, 62), she realised she was a sinner; realising it and repenting. She is judging her sins, and is weeping over them. Such a woman has a spiritual history. She has an alabaster box of myrrh, and she anoints the feet of the Saviour. The Lord does not forbid her such a privilege. 

If she had done it in hypocrisy, He would not have allowed her to do it, but He saw that she was repentant, and too she had ointment. She was weeping for Jesus, and her tears were tears of love. She had already wept over herself, but now the Lord is accepting her service, as in addition she wiped His feet with the hair of her head. 

No doubt most here have learned that unless they have long hair, they cannot wipe the Saviour’s 

feet. This woman had not shortened hair. She understood that her hair had been given for her glory, and she could never use it more gloriously than in wiping the feet of the Saviour. 

Well, dear friends, that is the kind of woman to whom the Lord turns and attracts attention ... 

“Seest thou this woman?” The Lord is not ashamed of her; she is one of the jewels in His crown, a trophy of grace. She will shine in the coming day as a trophy of the death of Christ! 

What a triumph when the Lord can say, “Seest thou this woman?” She was a repentant sinner who, now that she had been forgiven much, loved much; she was loving Jesus. Are there some here who do not love Jesus? I fear that there are; may God not allow you to continue without love for Jesus. It says in Scripture, “If anyone love not the Lord Jesus Christ let him be Anathema Maranatha”, meaning let him be accursed at His coming. It is a terrible thing to be without love for Jesus, so I would warn all those who do not love Him. This woman loved Him; “she loved much”, it says of her. Why did she so love? Because He had forgiven her so much. 

(Vol. 40, pp.138, 139)

 


Scripture references

Luke 7:44 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair.

Luke 22:61-62 (JND) [61] And the Lord, turning round, looked at Peter; and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he said to him, Before [the] cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice. [62] And Peter, going forth without, wept bitterly.



CHRISTIAN NAVIGATION

Contributed by A. J. Gaskin 

In speaking of every-day Christian experience, Mr. Taylor referred to ‘dead reckoning’, the means used by mariners to keep a check on their position when out of sight of land. The navigator starts from a known point—for the Christian the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. He sets his course for a known destination—the hope of being with Christ in glory; but he must now make allowance for adverse currents that would tend to drift him out of his true course. How many through lack of watchfulness have succumbed to the influences and temptations of the world around us! 

Then he must take account of the force of the wind. Ephesians 4: 14 warns us of being carried about by every wind of that teaching which is in the sleight of men, a matter set on by the ruler of the authority of the air. But “holding the truth in love” would enable us to be kept right on our course. These exercises are what we may speak of as subjective, affecting our own Christian experience and enabling us to assess at any time where we stand in relation to the things of God. Thus we are able to say where we are and why we are there.

But the mariner has other means of finding his position. With his subjective experience, valuable as it is, he may yet need to apply certain corrections. For the seaman these are observations in the celestial sphere. By a careful observation of the sun at midday, for instance, his exact latitude and longitude can be found. No doubt Paul discovered this on the road to Damascus. He thought he was rendering service to God (as the Lord said in John 16: 2) but the light above the brightness of the sun, and the Lord’s voice, soon enabled him to find his true position before God. 

The revelation of Christ to the soul and the objective presentation of His glory is a blessed means to this end. The gospels and the epistles are like our ‘Nautical Almanac’, showing us how the Lord moved down here, and also revealing His present position in glory. During the night of the Lord’s absence we also have the stars, the heavenly light which comes to us through the apostles and by means of the ministry of the recovery. By stellar observations the navigator can check his position and find his exact location. But he needs to know his ‘dead reckoning’ position to do this, that is that the heavenly light in itself becomes mere head knowledge if it is not applied by way of spiritual exercise to the practical issues of our Christian pathway here and our relations with the Lord and His people. 

For all this the navigator must keep a constant watch. He cannot afford to be negligent or indifferent or he may suffer shipwreck. To avoid this the apostle exhorts Timothy to ‘maintain faith and a good conscience’ (1 Timothy 1: 19). While as yet not actually in sight of his goal, faith sustains the Christian’s heart with the “conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11: l), while the maintenance of a good conscience towards God preserves him from the efforts of the enemy to divert him from a course of righteousness. On shipboard a ‘watch’ is always set; how much more necessary it is therefore that we should be watchful. There are at least fourteen exhortations in the New Testament to encourage us to do this. 

The bright planet Venus, the brightest of all the planets and stars, often comes up in the morning before the sunrise, a beautiful harbinger of the coming day. Romans 13: 12 tells us that the night is far spent and the day is near. John reminds us that the darkness is passing and the true light already shines, so that we can say with Peter that the morning star has arisen in our hearts. The Lord says in Revelation 22, “I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star”, and in answer to this the Spirit and the bride say, “Come”. What a blessed hope for the heavenly mariner! The voyage is nearly ended and it can be said of him, as was said of those in Psalm 107: 30, “He bringeth them unto their desired haven”. 

‘The night is far spent, and the day is at hand; 

No sign to be looked for the Star’s in the sky. 

Rejoice then, ye saints, ‘tis your Lord’s own command; 

Rejoice, for the coming of Jesus draws nigh’. (Hymn 194)

Aberdeen 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 4:14 (JND) [14] in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of *that* teaching [which is] in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error;

John 16:2 (JND) [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God;

1 Timothy 1:19 (JND) [19] maintaining faith and a good conscience; which [last] some, having put away, have made shipwreck as to faith;

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Romans 13:12 (JND) [12] The night is far spent, and the day is near; let us cast away therefore the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

Psalms 107:30 (JND) [30] And they rejoice because they are quiet; and he bringeth them unto their desired haven.



“THOU ART WORTHY”

P. van den Berg 

Jesus, in Thee we see 

In holy majesty 

Royalty shine! 

Let earth Thee tribute bring, 

Blest Firstborn, Lord and King; 

In holy worship sing 

Praise, rightly Thine. 

Worthy art Thou the crown, 

Thine only the renown, 

Triumphant One! 

In brightest glory now 

Who once in death didst bow; 

In that most dreadful hour 

Victory hast won. 

How wondrous the display 

In earth’s millennial day 

When Thou dost reign! 

Worthy, Man of God’s choice! 

Let heav’n and earth rejoice, 

In love obey Thy voice, 

Blest Lamb, once slain! 

More glorious than Thy sway 

Is God’s eternal day 

Where Thou shalt be 

God’s Centre, ever blest, 

God, all in all, at rest, 

His love in Thee expressed 

Eternally. 

Rijswijk, Netherlands
1957 

 


EXTRACTS

We often say, The Lord is doing so and so, but when we come down to the details, some saint is doing it; so that things are done that way, and that is what I believe will go on in the millennial world; and probably go on eternally, because the Lord will have a body always and do through it what He wishes to do to carry out the behests of love. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 74, p.217) 

The devotedness of one is a help to the whole church of God. What an encouragement and incentive to be devoted! “If any man serve me, him will my Father honour”. There is nothing so important for the church as personal devotedness. All the light of heaven will be in vain without the fresh energy of the Spirit in continued surrender. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 12, p.313) 

You are thinking of the Person in the Lord’s supper; it is a memorial … It is a question, not of remembering Him in those circumstances, but of remembering Him by them; the Person you are remembering is the One who went into those circumstances; it is the Lord in death. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 29, p.129)
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