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HEAVEN NEAR TO EARTH

P. Schubert 

Acts 9: 1–25 

Beloved friends, I have had the impression of how close heaven is to earth. We read earlier how the Lord was distinguished on His way to death. And today heaven is much interested in the earth to bring the light into many hearts. We have a case here that speaks in a special way to our hearts. You see how a vessel is taken up, truly a special vessel that the Lord secured, but He does it in His own way. You see, therefore, what help is brought in by His might, and He brings something in for the cause of the testimony. It represents His wonderful ways. 

We find a person here—Saul—who was opposed to all that God was doing. His behaviour and his actions were terrible. He was the raging wolf of Benjamin. He had in mind to take away the saints of this place, Damascus. Everything served so that this occasion might find a permanent place in his soul. He never forgot it all his life—the meeting he had with the Lord here—and we know that he referred to it several times in his service. We find what depths were put into his heart, and that it was necessary for his service, for the ministry to which he was called. The ways of God are wonderful! “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways”, Isaiah 55: 9. Paul was secured and set free from the power of darkness. He had experienced a very, very deep religious education. He was a man with very much authority. He had letters from the high priest to Damascus—how great is the grace of God and His power to put down the greatest enemy! Paul himself 

speaks of himself as the first of sinners. He is a demonstration that the greatest sinner can be saved. The power of redemption in Christ is enough for all. It is for men to take advantage of it in the time which is available. Soon the door will be closed. We cannot speak to people seriously enough. That time is so near! 

You see what happened here. All this came to pass because of the glory, and you see what effect it had. Here we see in Saul one who was loved by God. The Lord was looking for him. 

He did not respond to God; he was at great enmity against those that loved God. The greatest love meets the greatest hatred! The great Overcomer spoke to Saul from heaven. He is able to break down the greatest opposition. He will reach His goal. We see here that the Lord has the whole situation in His hands. Behind these men were evil authorities, but One is above them. 

We see great powers active in this world that want to annul what is of God, but God is acting. 

He is acting from His own side and in His own way, and it is wonderful. 

Do we hear the voice from heaven? A light was shining, “there shone round about him a light out of heaven, and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?”, and this had its effect. The voice of the Lord is wonderful! I believe all present here have heard it already, but it is to be heard now by everyone who has not heard it. 

This voice is precious to us. We always like to hear it. The Lord is a wonderful and attractive Man, and here was one—Paul—whom He had in mind to use in a particular way. The truth as to the assembly had to be announced clearly. We considered yesterday the truth of the body. 

The Lord said, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 

And he said, I am Jesus, whom thou 

persecutest”. He was persecuting the women and men and the Lord said, ‘Why dost thou persecute me?’ That is what was laid in Paul’s heart. Thus he got this great truth that the assembly is united to Christ. He is an example in his service. His beginning is wonderful. It is shown to him what he should do later. He says, “Who art thou. Lord?”—that is fine language. 

He is ready to realize the lordship of the Lord. The light casts him down to the ground, and a great change takes place. The Lord says, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”, and it became light in Paul’s soul. 

The Lord said, “But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. The wonderful thing is that the Lord has those here whom He can use to continue His work. The brethren are here, brothers and sisters who are concerned that the word might reach the hearts of all who listen so that they may continue. And the One who begins the work will complete it. It is a remarkable sight here, and it leads to a wonderful end. We are not persons who have been taken up in such an outstanding way, but we all want to have a distinctive impression that He has called us. We have not come to a circle that has a special name in this world, or is recognized by the world, but His voice is calling and we are to be committed to Him. He does His work, and how wonderful it is! Let us consider it in this way. 

His voice is to be heard around the whole globe. 

We like to think about Luke 15. The shepherd was looking for the sheep which went astray, and the father is waiting for his son so as to embrace him. The three Persons of the Godhead are mentioned there in figure; They are working to bring about heaven’s joy. And heaven is very much interested in such things. Even the angels are interested in one repenting sinner. 

Do we all add to their joy? 

It is possible today. Soon it will all be finished, but heaven takes notice of all that happens here. So this work continued, and Paul had to go to the place to which the Lord was guiding him. And it is wonderful to see what he met there. At first he was blind; he was without seeing for three days, and the men who went along with him were “speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one”. God does a wonderful work! It is only for the one on whom His eye is looking. He sets that one free to listen to Him. Saul was led by the hand. Like a little child, he could not find the way alone. He came to the place where he was to receive help. 

“They brought him into Damascus”, and there were persons who listened to the voice of the Lord and would do His service. 

They had some questions about it for they had heard about Saul. But the Lord gave Saul this special mark. He says of him, “Behold, he is praying”. The work had started in his soul. He had surely prayed before as a religious man, but if the Lord says, “He is praying”, his prayer was of such a kind that it was heard by the Lord. Ananias was convicted by this to go to meet him. “And has seen in a vision a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see”. You see, this meeting was necessary. The Lord does His work from His own side, that is in bringing the strong man down, and Saul is moving in obedience to go to the place where he would receive more help. His heart is touched in such a way by the grace of God. God has in mind to bring us in touch with what He has down here, and we see that there are those who are available to Him. The Lord says, “This man is an elect vessel to me”. He says, too, “for I will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name”. So Ananias came and laid his hands upon him and said, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me”. 

So his enemy is 

changed into a brother. He could be named a “brother”. What a precious name! He was brought into a circle where this name had a place. The Lord said in resurrection, “Go to my brethren”. And here were His brethren who were in the joy of this blessing. They enjoyed what the death and resurrection of the Lord has brought in, and this is a true home for everyone who is called by Jesus. 

The question is, Are we all in it? Do we follow His voice? And have we been moved by it? 

Have we been moved to find the place where we can be among those with whom we shall be found together for ever, eternally? There were certainly reasons to question the matter; they had heard what Saul had done; but the Lord did everything well. So Paul became an instrument in what is linked with what we enjoy now. He learned great truths from those who were so despised. How many he had even cast into prison. They were precious to heaven. 

What a contrast! He was a quick learner. He was blind three days and three nights, and he went deeply into his own soul. As someone has said, he learned Romans 7 there. He learned what he was in himself as lost, and not usable, nor serviceable. So he could have this touch. 

Ananias could lay his hands upon him and could say to him, “Saul, brother”. What a blessing to be brought into a circle where the Lord sees His own as His brethren. And He encourages each one personally. We hear often about crowds getting converted, but I think the personal side is so important, really to meet Him truly, and thus the work in the soul is enlarged. Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit. Each one is to experience this. Received by Christ, they have the assurance of forgiveness, for Christ died for all, and the Holy Spirit is sealing this. Saul was baptized, and he was brought into the circle where God was recognized. 

One more point is important, he begins to preach in the synagogue. He preached Jesus, that He is the Son of God. This was not pointed out so clearly publicly before. At this moment it was preached by this man, and he insisted on what a Person this is who is called the Nazarene, the Son of the living God, the basis of the assembly, the focus of Paul’s ministry. It all happened very quickly. We have to confess how slow we are to get into these things. 

There is no other way, and there is no other direction than what we find here in this example. 

As to the grace, and the character, of Paul’s service, all this should be preserved by us at the present time. There was much speaking against him, but he increased the more in power. That is God’s side, but He stands with us that what He has ordered may be worked out, and went with Paul whatever the danger he went through. He lived for Christ. “But in that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. What a result for God to take out such a vessel, and to form it so that the whole truth came to light. He had seen Christ in the glory. There had never before been a Man there; now a glorified Man lives in the glory. He now has many here who are formed that they may be there in glory. That comes out in Paul’s service. It is the light that shone out of darkness that it may shine in our hearts—the shining of His glory. 

Paul confused the opposers (v.22); he confounded the Jews, and he had to experience opposition. They sought to set him aside; they wanted to kill him. We see then the activity of brotherly love; they found a way to protect Paul and to let him down through the wall in a basket. He got so small that he was able to fit in a basket. This big man became so small! His experience with the Lord set all his greatness aside. He was ready to 

link on with what was despised and rejected, but before him was the One who lives in radiant glory and He puts His saints together to prepare them so that there may be a home for Him here to which He can come, and this continues. You see what God can do against the power of the enemy. Satan is defeated. The result is that God secures a gathering of His own. He will have His joy in them eternally, and it starts here. Are there those here who will add to this? “Today, if ye will hear his voice”. Now everyone can respond. May it be that we all are in touch with this, and with what the glory of God brings about, and the glory of God will delight everyone who is, like Paul, prepared to go down. We all would surely want to be found in this. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching in Chicago
14 October 1990 

 


Scripture references

Acts 9:1-25 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. [7] But the men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one. [8] And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one. But leading [him] by the hand they brought him into Damascus. [9] And he was three days without seeing, and neither ate nor drank. [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see. …

Isaiah 55:9 (JND) [9] For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.



THE SERVICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

R. J. Campbell 

John 4: 7–15; 7: 37–39; 16: 13, 14 

I have been impressed, beloved brethren, by the distinctiveness of the service of the Holy Spirit. It is significant that there is more said of the Holy Spirit in John’s gospel than in any other gospel which I think must indicate the essentiality of proving the service of the blessed Holy Spirit in view of the testimony being maintained in life. As we know, John writes for our day. John’s gospel, the last book to be written, was written for the day in which we live, when it would be necessary to maintain things right at the end in life and vital- 

ity. Paul’s ministry is essential, absolutely essential, outlining divine principles, in the epistles to the Corinthians opening up the truth as to the local assembly, then the great height of assembly privilege in Ephesians, and the glory of the glad tidings. We must never belittle Paul’s ministry. It is made little of by many in the profession; some would say it is ‘only Paul’. Paul is the apostle for our day, having something distinctive from Christ in relation to the assembly and in relation to the working out of things in local assemblies; but along with Paul we need John. These two lines run along together concurrently. 

I thought of these scriptures in John which bring out the distinctiveness of the activities of the blessed Holy Spirit, including His sovereign initial operations in relation to each one of us each individual believer. Our brother has referred in prayer to the way that Christ becomes attractive to us through the operations of the Holy Spirit. There is nothing in Christ to appeal to us naturally. It says in Isaiah, “there is no beauty that we should desire him”, Isaiah 53: 2. 

That refers to God’s earthly people in relation to Christ, and to man after the flesh too. It has often been said that it does not say that there is no beauty in Him. There is beauty in Him, but man after the flesh sees no beauty in Christ. It requires the divine, sovereign operation of the blessed Holy Spirit to see it. As the result of the presence of Christ on high, the Holy Spirit has come. These are wonderful facts of Christianity; a Man in heaven, and the Spirit here. I wonder if we lay hold of it, beloved, brethren, a living Man in the presence of God, and the Spirit here, a divine Person here working in the lives of persons, in their moral beings, to secure God’s work. It is in view too of presentation to that glorious, heavenly Man, securing a vessel that is entirely suited to Him. 

How wonderful is the service of the blessed Holy Spirit! We get reference to it in a distinctive way in Genesis 24. We see typically the commission of the Holy Spirit, His committal too to divine thoughts, the Father’s desires for His Son that He might have a bride that is suited to Him, like Himself, for Himself; and the Spirit has undertaken that mission. 

He is serving devotedly in view of securing and preparing a vessel that will be entirely suited to that glorious heavenly Man. But then He is operating in relation to each one of us. How wonderful that a divine Person has operated sovereignly in relation to each one of us! It is a wonderful fact that a sovereign operation has begun in our souls so that divine things become attractive to us. We have often been taught that the Lord is speaking to the religious wreck in John 3 and to the moral wreck in John 4. The Spirit is the answer to all that marks man after the flesh and in contradistinction to it. 

In John 3 we have “the teacher of Israel”, with a knowledge of the Scriptures, and yet trying to reason things out naturally. It is beyond the mind of man, it is beyond our natural thinking, to comprehend the distinctive sovereign work of the Spirit. It is all from the divine side, although it has been said that there may be an element of responsibility in it. The Lord says, 

“The wind blows where it will”, and it has been said that you can open the door and let the wind in. But I think that in the main it is the distinctive sovereign operations of the Holy Spirit of God. Perhaps we do not realise it; I do not think Nicodemus realised it; but something had begun in this man because he had come to Jesus. Something had brought that man to Jesus. It would have been the working of the Holy Spirit, something beginning in the man’s soul. 

So we need to lay hold of it that nothing in the divine area, nothing that is presented from God’s side, will mean anything to us unless the Holy Spirit has begun this work in our souls. 

It says, “that which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”. 

So therefore the Spirit begins this divine work and it leads on to the appreciation of Christ, to see beauty in Him, making way for the gospel to have its full effect in us. The gospel would have no effect in us apart from the work of the Holy Spirit. May we be thankful for the divine, sovereign work of the Spirit that has given us the capacity to accept the presentation of Christ in the glad tidings. It has opened up the way for the whole spiritual order of things to be laid hold of by us. 

I have read in John 4 of the Spirit as the source of satisfaction for the believer. The believer can be independent of every fleshly resource and independent of every worldly resource. This woman left her water-pot. I suppose your water-pot might be different from my water-pot, something we have depended on and relied on, something we have tried to get some satisfaction from. But this woman left her water-pot. The Lord presented this wonderful gift to her so attractively. He says to her, “Whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. How attractive, never having to draw again. That is what the woman says, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”. 

How wonderful to have the conscious sense that we have a divine Person in us, come so near to us. The Lord Jesus said, “He abides with you, .and shall be in you” (John 14: 17)—so available to us that we can be satisfied persons, independent of every other resource. 

Then in John 7 we see what the Holy Spirit is as the power for testimony. I thought that these first three references apply particularly to the individual believer. Each one of us, young and old, can prove what the Spirit has done in us and then also what He can be to us so that we can be a testimony here. It says, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”, and it goes on to specify, “this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified”. Think of these rivers of living water at the beginning of the Acts. What rivers there were in Jerusalem! Think of all the resource that the apostles had, the knowledge of a Man in heaven and the Spirit down here. What testimony there was! That testimony can be continued in our day; each one of us in our measure can be a testimony here, a testimony flowing from what there is in us substantially in the power of the blessed Holy Spirit. 

In John 16 there is a suggestion as to how we can prove the service of the blessed Holy Spirit in a collective way. It may be an individual experience, but I think that the way the Spirit would be available to us to guide us into all the truth is almost without limit, beloved brethren. Think of our occasions of being together and what is possible if we make way for the Spirit. And what is possible, beloved brethren, as we make way for the Spirit in our own individual experiences and histories. It says, “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit”, Romans 5: 5. But then as we are together we prove the blessed service of the Holy Spirit. Think of the knowledge that He has, the capacity He has to open up things to us. 

The Lord says, “When he is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth—for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming”. How wonderful what is available to us; what a resource is for us in the blessed Holy Spirit both individually and collectively. 

Beloved brethren, as we make way for Him the Spirit’s work will be developing in our souls and preparing us for that moment of which we read in Revelation, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come”. In a sense, that cry will be hastened. He will be with us all the way until that moment. What a service He has undertaken in relation to each one of us individually, and then as being free and active in our occasions as we make way for Him, and operating too in view of that final moment. In the Revelation we also get the references at, the beginning to what the Spirit says to the assemblies. Each assembly is addressed, and he that has an ear to hear is to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies in His current constant speaking, but all culminating in that moment when the Spirit and the bride say, Come. Well, may the service of the Spirit mean more to us. May we make more room for Him in our individual histories, our own experiences, and then collectively may we give Him room. The Spirit said typically in Genesis 24, “Is there room?” Well, beloved brethren, may we make room for the Spirit. He will guide us. How effective, how gentle, His service. He will guide us into all the truth until that moment when the Spirit and the bride will say, Come. May it be soon, beloved brethren. 

Our hearts are awaiting it and may we facilitate the movements of the Spirit in view of that moment, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry
Glasgow, 5 February 1991 

 


Scripture references

John 4:7-15 (JND) [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink [8] (for his disciples had gone away into the city that they might buy provisions). [9] The Samaritan woman therefore says to him, How dost thou, being a Jew, ask to drink of me who am a Samaritan woman? for Jews have no intercourse with Samaritans. [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle? [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw.

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 16:13-14 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming. [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 14:17 (JND) [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you.

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …



THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

I. M. Shearer 

Luke 24: 25–27, 44–47; 2 Timothy 3: 14–17; 2 Corinthians 3: 15, 16 

It will be evident that I want to speak about the Scriptures. Timothy had known them from a child, just as most of us here have, and I suppose it may have been true of the two who were on their way out to Emmaus. Those two, however, needed to have the personal service of Christ to get the point of Scripture. Every scripture is mentioned in 2 Timothy. You cannot read a page, or turn to a verse, but God would direct you to Christ. Look at the thickness of this book, and every page is to teach us about Christ. It is God’s word; let us not be flippant about it, careless or casual; rather let us develop an interest in turning to His word, for every scripture will speak to us of Christ. Does that not make it the most important literature you could be occupied with? The world is full of books, but they are not the books that are referred to here, the Scriptures to which the Lord turns—“And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”. Persons may have that experience today; that is what I read in Corinthians—when a soul turns to the Lord, “the veil is taken away”. 

We read the Scriptures in the meetings, of course; these are very important occasions. We have God’s precious word in our hands and we open it; our minds are subject, the Spirit is free, and Christ becomes portrayed, living in our interest and affections, as we go through Scripture together. We call it ‘the temple’ because God speaks to the 

soul. God speaks. It is truly God’s word. It says of the sinners in Luke 15 that they “were coming near to him to hear him”. People were hanging on Christ. He was light and blessing to them. Well, He would speak to us again now—I trust I do not speak so loudly that you cannot hear His voice. Surely we would all be interested to hear God speak, and one thing He would say would be, “This is my beloved Son: hear him”. God wants to direct us to His Son. 

Now this couple in Luke 24 are very discouraged; “We had hoped that he was the one who is about to redeem Israel”. Perhaps there is someone here who is finding that life is not quite as he imagined it should be and has found the going a bit tough; who thought that he knew the direction things should go, and they did not go that way at all. The Lord says, “O senseless and slow of heart”. They had not seen the bearing of Scripture. The Lord Jesus in all His public life had drawn on Scripture. He drew on it immediately after His baptism, and in His preaching in Nazareth (the first recorded one); He drew on it to meet the Pharisees, and when He taught the disciples. In all His history amongst men He had been drawing on the Scriptures—(of course, all His life He had valued them). Now He was demonstrating that “it behoved the Christ to suffer”. There it was in Scripture that He had to go that way. Oh, let us turn to Scripture for help. But most importantly, let us turn to the Lord for help in the Scriptures. 

The question is, when do you read the Scriptures? Do not leave it just to meeting time. Do not leave it just to the morning reading, with father reading the Scriptures, young people. You read the Scriptures. See how moment by moment they are so important in your life. Start the day with them. Follow up what is said in meetings by 

turning to Scripture. Understand them. The eunuch said, “How should I then be able unless some one guide me?”, Acts 8: 31. Some people have said, ‘I do not need the ministry. I have the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit’. They do need the ministry to guide them; we all need the ministry. I do not elevate ministry to the status of Scripture, but it is a help, and as you take it up with the Lord you will find just how helpful it is. Someone once said, ‘Reading the ministry does not make you spiritual, but you will not get spiritual without reading the ministry’. It is true; oh, do give it a try. There is plenty of help available if you are interested. 

Now this couple had a very privileged sermon, which was quite a long one. I do not think we should be too chafed about long words, if the Lord is speaking to us in them. What an interesting time this was, all the way from Jerusalem out to Emmaus. What ground they covered!—the Lord patiently going over “all the scriptures”. They ended up with an understanding of Christ. They said, “Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way?” Have you ever had a reading like that, when your heart was burning within you? 

They returned to Jerusalem with much to reflect upon in what He had said. It had a rebuke but also every needed direction for them. It says in verse 31, “he disappeared from them”. It was up to them now; which way are they going to go? They returned to where the brethren were gathered. There is a place where the word of God is cherished and loved; be there. It is not made the subject of debate, but it is respected, and it governs the saints. That is where we should be. There it was they got this further word from Christ—and I think it is a very affecting thing—“that all that is written concerning me in the law of 

Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled”. God has not had to surrender one work of all He has conveyed. It all has been, or will yet be, fulfilled. We do not have to worry too much about world events and which chapter they fit into; God has that in hand; you can be distracted by that. You can be sure that every word is going to be absolutely, in detail, fulfilled. 

Now what the Lord Jesus wants us to do, beloved brethren, is to feed on Him in the Scriptures. So, “he opened their understanding to understand the scriptures”. Maybe He would use an occasion like this to open your understanding. Something that was not clear before becomes clear, not through the skill of anyone particularly but through the personal touch of Jesus. We do not need to turn to enormous libraries with commentaries and so on; we need to turn to Christ. If you have a problem, He is the answer to it. 

I was impressed that this expression, “every scripture”, is brought in in Timothy. Paul refers to Timothy’s history, involving some godly women. I would like to say this to fathers and mothers; help your children, from their earliest years, to love the Scriptures. Lois and Eunice are mentioned in chapter 1. Lois would have been an older woman, but Eunice might have been a young woman. When Timothy was born, as a young woman she valued the word of God and brought her child up to appreciate it too. What an example to our dear younger mothers and fathers, that your own respect and love for the word enters into the upbringing of your children. Timothy acquired a love and respect for the word in the home. The word of God must be paramount there. If it is held anywhere it should be in the households of the saints. It was so in the house of Eunice, and Timothy benefited by it. He was probably no different from most children; 

there would be those struggles we are acquainted with in our families, and you can understand how the word would be brought in. I do not want to be fanciful, but it entered into his upbringing. He would grow up knowing that he was to be governed by the Scriptures. 

Now Paul is just emphasizing, in a day when things outwardly seemed to have collapsed or fallen apart, that God’s word was still there, and profitable. Let us cling to it in our present days. “Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable ...” Now I did not want to go into this list in detail but I would like to convey this impression, that the profitability of Scripture lies in its presentation of Christ. It is profitable “for teaching”, that is, that Christ is presented in a way that is teaching. Then “for conviction”, for a view of Christ would bring conviction. 

Conviction suggests reality, not just a formal external acknowledgment to somebody, but the soul is brought before God. “For correction” involves that a soul forsakes something, changes course, acknowledges wrong. Finally, “for instruction in righteousness”; oh, how I would like to be skilful to instruct persons and bring before them Christ as a standard and guide, as a rule in life. The profitability in Scripture involves that it brings Christ before the soul. 

Now later on today you will have free time. Why not use some of that free time to turn to the Scriptures and see if God cannot help you to see Christ in them? Try to avoid the distractions that often come in on Saturday afternoons. Then when you get to your room last thing in the day, do not just fall into bed and sleep; first get into God’s presence with His word, even if you just spend five minutes in God’s presence, and let His word speak to your heart. He would love to fill your 

soul, as you go to sleep, with Christ. You remember that in the days of Israel the manna came down in the morning upon the dew. And if you are going to have dew, you need the clear nights; make sure you finish your day with that clear sky. Go over things, have it all clear and open, restfully go to sleep, and find in the morning that there is something fine and granular, something different—it is Christ. God wants you to start the day right, to feed on Christ, so you need to finish the day with Christ before you and, I am suggesting, use the word of God. 

To turn to 2 Corinthians 3, if you go back to the previous verses you find that, although the law was referred to, the readers were not enlightened; it was a dead word to them. It had become part of an effete religion. It had been added to by the scribes and the wise men, tradition had been included; it was wielded by those who were certainly unspiritual and perhaps even godless. The Lord was unsparing in speaking to the Pharisees, to the Sadducees and to the scribes—men who were familiar with the word. As amongst the people of God, which the Jews were at that time, it had become obscure, a dead word to them. Maybe it has acquired that character in Christendom. There would be a remnant of persons that appreciate it, but today many obvious things of Christendom are directly opposed to the word of God. 

Men have become hardened to it (see note ‘b’ to v.14 in the New Translation). But when the soul turns to the Lord, “the veil is taken away”. 

I can remember when the Lord mercifully entered into my life and I first turned to the word of God, as His word. That was a real experience, and you can have that if you have never had it before. Take up the passages of Scripture as bearing on you. The veil will be taken away. It 

does not bring before you a daunting, fearsome, condemning God. It brings you to appreciate that God in Christ is for you. A new and most attractive pathway opens up to you because this channel of communication has become established. If you feel that there is a certain veil, a curtain, that the clear meaning of God’s word, the holy Scriptures, is not apparent to you, then I would suggest that if you are urgent with God, if, you “turn to the Lord” it will be taken away. You will get an understanding. The psalmist says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet”, Psalm 119: 105. Perhaps you have not yet had any clear idea of the path you should tread. God’s word will make it clear. It is here; the answer is here; and in the Scriptures God will show you Christ in such a fashion that you will have no doubt whatever as to the path you should take. Why not try it? 

Dear young brethren, you are at the beginning of a very important life. God wants it to be held for Him. We were speaking this morning in the reading as to consecration. We could say much about the Nazarite, but do you see that the Lord wants you totally, absolutely? He does not want you just acknowledging a religion. He does not want you just to be performing external acts that are acceptable to the brethren. He wants you fully and absolutely. There is no person here who had his life spoilt because he gave Christ free way with him. Their life began when they did. There are old persons here, I know, who could witness to that, that it does not wear out, it does not grow stale. This veil taken away is an abiding experience. Read the end of the chapter. Look what happens—“transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”. That is the essence of Christianity. It is a spiritual life; it is boundless; it is eternal. It is beyond the influence of any circumstance. Ask a 

widow who is with God; ask a godly businessman; the spiritual things of life, which are within the reach of any of us. Well, I trust we are encouraged. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Newport, Gwent
1 December 1990 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:25-47 (JND) [25] And *he* said to them, O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory? [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. [28] And they drew near to the village where they were going, and *he* made as though he would go farther. [29] And they constrained him, saying, Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is declining. And he entered in to stay with them. [30] And it came to pass as he was at table with them, having taken the bread, he blessed, and having broken it, gave it to them. [31] And their eyes were opened, and they recognised him. And he disappeared from them. [32] And they said to one another, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, [and] as he opened the scriptures to us? [33] And rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. [35] And they related what [had happened] on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread. [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you. …

2 Timothy 3:14-17 (JND) [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus. [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

2 Corinthians 3:15-16 (JND) [15] But unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil lies upon their heart. [16] But when it shall turn to [the] Lord, the veil is taken away.)

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Acts 8:31 (JND) [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him.

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Psalms 119:105 (JND) [105] NUN. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.



ATONEMENT

F. E. Raven 

I think that in approaching the subject of atonement we must remember that of necessity Scripture regards man here on earth from God’s standpoint, and that is with the sentence of death on him from God, and nothing could free him of that sentence save death having been borne for him. 

This has been effected in Christ, who has tasted death by the grace of God, and the blood is the witness that death has been suffered. Hence God can have to say to man here in grace. He sets forth Jesus a mercy-seat through faith in His blood. But then death, though the penalty resting on man here, is not the bearing of the wrath of God, for which sin calls, nor the real clearance of sin from before God, though without shedding of blood is no remission. Hence in the nature of things, I think we must distinguish between death and the wrath of God, which in man’s case is the second death, the lake of fire. Now I believe that Christ in being made sin bore the wrath of God, which, as I said, death is not, and drank the cup of wrath to the dregs. And sin having thus been removed, He entered into death, the governmental penalty of sin, in perfect love and obedience, so that man down 

here might not only enjoy forgiveness, but be freed from the penalty under which he lay. And further, the state in which man sinned against God has been removed, and in such a way that God has been glorified in its removal; hence man can now be in a new state before God for God’s glory. 

(Vol. 3, p.294) 

 


EXTRACT FROM LETTER BY J.N.DARBY

I do not mean to say, sir, that we all walk at the full height of the heavenly calling, but we acknowledge the obligation to do so. If any one fails openly in what becomes a Christian, in point of morality or in what concerns the faith, he is excluded. We abstain from the pleasures and amusements of the world. If we have evening parties, it is for the purpose of studying the word and of edifying ourselves together. We do not mix in politics; we are not of the world—

we do not vote. We submit to the established authorities, whatever they may be, in so far as they command nothing expressly contrary to the will of Christ. We take the Lord’s supper every Sunday, and those who have gift for it preach the gospel of salvation to sinners or teach believers. Every one is bound to seek the salvation or good of his neighbour according to the capacity which God has given him. Feeling that Christendom is corrupt, we are outside the church-world, by whatever name it is called. As to the number of those who follow this course I cannot tell you what it is—we do not number ourselves, wishing to remain in the littleness which becomes Christians. Besides, we reckon as a brother in Christ every person who has the Spirit of Christ. 

From a letter to an editor of ‘Francais’, 1878. ‘Letters’. Vol. 2, p.439 

 


“WHATEVER HE MAY SAY TO YOU, DO”, JOHN 2: 5

R. S. Renton 

‘Whatever He says to you, do’, 

This word freshly comes to us now, 

A word to us never more true, 

Our hearts to its truth humbly bow. 

Thou knowest our hearts, blessed Lord, 

To please Thee our object in life, 

Thy mind comes to us through Thy word, 

Preserve us from doubting and strife. 

Thy love to us gives the desire 

To walk here as faithful to Thee, 

Obedience to Thee we require, 

To help us Thy glories to see. 

Whate’er Thou dost ask us to do, 

As subject, dependent on Thee, 

Thy Spirit will carry us through 

Whatever the cost to us be. 

Lord Jesus, our hearts Thee acclaim, 

And we in Thy service would be; 

We readily publish Thy fame, 

All honour and praise be to Thee. 

Our service for Thee soon shall cease, 

Our pilgrimage here soon be o’er, 

What happy and blessed release, 

To live just to praise evermore. 

To be in Thy presence and see 

The Man of God’s purpose and joy, 

From sin and confusion all free 

Adoration our constant employ. 

Edinburgh 

 


MUSINGS

NEARNESS, OR DISTANCE?  An older brother made a simple, but telling, remark in a recent reading that the nearer you get to the sun, the larger it will appear, and the closer we are to Christ, the greater He will be to us. He added that, especially with those who are nearing the end of their lives. Christ should be “everything”, as Paul says in Colossians 3: 11. 

The creation illustrates this. So remote is the most distant planet, Pluto; that, as viewed from it, the sun is just like a star. That is like some believers. They belong to the Lord, they may positionally be in a circle of fellowship, but are right out on the fringe. Christ is just a distant factor in their lives. If any of us are in that kind of situation let us judge what has come in and quickly get back to Him, so that the nearness of His Person, the warmth of His love, the brightness of His glory, and the blessedness of His control may once again be happily experienced—as well as the joys of the circle of which He is the centre. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Colossians 3:11 (JND) [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.



EXTRACT

The faithful need not look to be publicly distinguished—to be anything outwardly—but a poor and afflicted people; that is the position that has to be accepted. But in private intimacy there is not a bit of “the land” that cannot be seen in spiritual vision. What a transcendent privilege! The sovereign favour of God abounding, and conferring supreme blessedness, notwithstanding all that takes its course governmentally! 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Deuteronomy’, p.360)
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