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THE VALUE OF THE SCRIPTURES


P.A.Gray

2 Timothy 3:16,17; John 5:39; 19:5 (from ‘And he’); Leviticus 4:1-3

I would like to speak about the value of the Scriptures and the importance of reading them.  It may seem a simple thing, but there are many voices and opinions in this world, and there is stability for our souls in knowing the Scriptures.  Timothy was told “that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters”, 2 Tim.3:15.  It is right to hear them read in our households, but I would like to encourage everyone here to read the Bible for yourself, to make it your own.  And I would like to encourage you to read it all through; “Every scripture is divinely inspired”.

It may be that you feel that some scriptures are more interesting than others and some are more understandable than others, but it is important to read the Bible all through because there is something on every page that is of value.  It might not always be easy to see it, but the Holy Spirit would help you to get something from every page and from every word of Scripture.  The apostle Paul draws attention to a distinction in relation to one word, “And to seeds, as of many; but as of one” (Gal.3:16); so just one letter can make a difference.

The Scriptures are interesting.   They are more than a long list of things to do or not to do, or a long list of names or historical incidents.  They speak about the Lord Jesus.  If you look for it, there is something about Him to be found everywhere you read.  When I say that the detail of Scripture is important, I draw on one example to bring that out.  Have you ever heard it said that the peace-offering relates to fellowship?  Leviticus chapter 3 tells you about the peace-offering, but it might still not be very clear why it relates to fellowship.  You have to go to chapter 7 of Leviticus and there is just one sentence in that chapter, not even a verse, but a sentence, in verse 19, which says “And as to the flesh, all that are clean may eat the flesh”; that is the flesh of the peace-offering.  Except in the case of the burnt-offering, the offering was eaten by the person who offered it, or by the priest, but in this case it says as to the flesh, “all that are clean may eat the flesh”.  The peace-offering was something which a man brought, but it was available for everyone who was clean, and that is why we can say from Scripture that the peace-offering relates to the enjoyment of fellowship.  What one person brings, another gets the benefit of; “all that are clean may eat the flesh”.  I say that to draw attention to the importance of reading the Bible thoroughly, otherwise you can miss things that are important.

I might add that when we say that the peace-offering relates to fellowship, we should explain it, because it is something that everyone should understand.  What we say should be based on Scripture; or rather it must be based on Scripture.  We ought not to say things if we do not have a scriptural basis for them.  That is why it is important to read the Bible, so that we understand that what we are saying is based on Scripture, it has the authority of Scripture behind it; so “Every scripture is divinely inspired”.

It may be that some of the scriptures do not at first appear interesting.  There are lists of names, for example at the beginning of the first book of Chronicles.  They are important nonetheless, because they help us to understand other scriptures.  So in 1 Chronicles chapter 1, we find that Canaan begot Zidon his firstborn, but then we find Heth, and the Jebusite and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, and the Hivite, and the Arkite (vv.13,14).  These families caused trouble for Israel because they were of the sons of Canaan, and you see set out in a small way there how these opposing families all come from one source.  So the daughters of Heth, for example, were the cause of weariness to Rebecca (Gen.27:46).  Some of the others that we have mentioned had to be dispossessed in the land because they were of a generation that was opposed to what God was doing.

In the same part of 1 Chronicles you can read of a man called Jabez.  His mother bore him with pain, and he says “Oh that thou wouldest …enlarge my border”, 1 Chron.4:10.  You might think that such a request was wrong; that Jabez was asking for more than he had inherited.  But a spiritual application makes the matter clear; Jabez was a man who wanted God to expand his understanding of the inheritance.  This is shown in just two verses in the middle of a long list of names, and if you did not read the list of names, you would never find these two verses about a man who wanted to go in for the things of God.  If you missed it, you would miss the fact that God honoured what Jabez said, and blessed him.  If you desire to know more of the things of God like Jabez did, God will honour that and He will bless you.  The scripture speaks of “those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice”, Ps.50:5.  It involves a sacrifice of your time to read the Scriptures, and to pray about them and to think about them, but God will honour you if you do it by giving you expansion in your soul, and by giving you impressions of Christ by the Holy Spirit.  “Every scripture is divinely inspired”; there is something worthwhile on every page of the Bible, but you have to read it to get it.

Now I want to say something about “being profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”.  In John 5, the Lord Jesus Himself says; “Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me”.  The Lord says; “they it is”.  I have sometimes quoted it wrongly, ‘these are they’, but He says “they it is”.  The Scriptures are one whole; “the scripture cannot be broken”, John 10.35.  You cannot take one scripture and say that it disagrees with another.  It does not.  The Scriptures are one whole, all given by the Holy Spirit, “which bear witness concerning me”.  The note says that they ‘are the witness bearers’.  Look for the witness of Christ in Scripture.  When He drew alongside the two on the way to Emmaüs, the Lord Jesus spoke of Moses and all the prophets and unfolded to them “in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”, Luke 24:27.

If you look at the first page of the Bible, you will read about the great light to rule the day.  That is a witness to Christ.  Does He rule your life?  Does He rule your day as a great light, a light that eclipses every other light?   Paul came into that knowledge, when he was Saul.  There was a great light above the brightness of the sun, and the light of Christ in glory ruled Paul’s life that day, and every day after that.

And then you come to man “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (Gen.1:26); pointing forward to Christ “who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation”, Col.1:15.  Then you come to the coats of skin (Gen.3:21), conveying the truth that Jesus had to die in order that sin might be covered.  When the coats of skin were provided, God Himself spoke about the seed of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent (Gen.3:15).  That is a testimony, a witness, to Christ.  Then Abel took of the firstlings of the flock and of their fat and offered them up as a sacrifice (Gen.4:4); a witness to Christ.  The firstling was the very best for God.  So there is all of that witness in only the first few pages of the book of Genesis.  Then you look in the other books of Moses, and Who do you see?  When a house was to be set free from the bondage of Egypt, they were to take a lamb, “a lamb, for a father’s house” (Exod.12:3); that was pointing forward to Jesus.

In Leviticus, the burnt-offering, the oblation, the peace-offering, the sin-offering, the trespass-offering, all pointed forward to one blessed Man in whom God would find His eternal pleasure.  Then in Numbers 21, the serpent of brass on a pole points forward to that blessed Man; “thus must the Son of man be lifted up”, John 3:14.

In Deuteronomy, we read, “And of Joseph he said, Blessed of Jehovah be his land!  By the precious things of the heavens, By the dew, and by the deep that lieth beneath, And by the precious fruits of the sun, And by the precious things put forth by the months, And by the best things of the ancient mountains, And by the precious things of the everlasting hills, And by the precious things of the earth and the fulness thereof, And let the good will of him that dwelt in the bush Come upon the head of Joseph, Upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren.  His majesty is as the firstling of his ox; And his horns are as the horns of a buffalo”, Deut.33:13-17.  So in the books of Moses, you can see the things that testify of Christ, and we have only touched on a very few.

Then too, Isaiah 53, maybe one of the best known scriptures, says “Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed?”, Isa.53:1.  Oh, the arm of Jehovah, the power that was to come in, speaks of Jesus.  It says elsewhere “I have laid help upon a mighty one”, Ps.89:19.  It tells us of Christ and of His sufferings, that He was despised by His people whom He had come to call, but it tells us too that He would come out of death in victory, “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied”, Isa.53:11.

These are well-known scriptures, but I would urge you not to overlook the ones you may not know so well.  I will read you a verse from Jeremiah 17, “Blessed is the man that confideth in Jehovah, and whose confidence Jehovah is. For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out its roots by the stream, and he shall not see when heat cometh, but his leaf shall be green; and in the year of drought he shall not be careful, neither shall he cease to yield fruit”, Jer.17:7,8.  It all points forward to Christ.  And the book of the Lamentations of Jeremiah is interesting too.  These lamentations speak of the sorrow that will come upon Jerusalem, but also “It is of Jehovah’s loving-kindness we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; they are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him”, Lam.3:22-24.  Jeremiah was a man who knew great sorrow, but still he could say “Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him”.

I seek to point out to you that Christ is the living thread that runs through Scripture.  Jesus spoke from Moses and all the prophets to the two on the way to Emmaüs, and then when He comes to His own, He speaks not only of Moses and the prophets, but also the Psalms.  Along with the Psalms, the books of Job, the Proverbs, the Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes all speak of experience with God.  Job said “I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee:  Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes”, Job 42:5,6.  He could say in principle, ‘I have seen the Man of God’s choice; I know that I do not measure up but still I can repent because there is forgiveness available’.  There are many things that come out in Job including death and sorrow and soul exercise, but there is also an appreciation of the goodness of God.  The word says “Dost thou know about the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him that is perfect in knowledge”, Job 37:16.  There are some beloved brethren going through times which we can surely say speak of the clouds, but the clouds are balanced and they are all in the hands of the One who is perfect in knowledge.  What we do not know, the Lord knows, God knows.  The Lord Himself says, “no one can seize out of the hand of my Father”, John 10:29.  If persons are saved, they are saved for eternity; there is no such thing as being saved one day and lost another day.  We may not know why things happen as they do, but we can rest on the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture; “no one can seize out of the hand of my Father”.  Whatever weakness, sorrow, and outward tragedy may come in, the Father’s hand remains, an unshakeable source of power.

John 19 touches on this matter of every scripture being profitable for teaching.  “Behold the man!”  Why is that profitable for teaching?  It teaches us that there is only one Man before God and every one will have to confess Him.  We have been reminded that “every knee should bow”, Phil.2:10.  “Behold the man!”  We need to learn that there is only one Man before God.  Why is this profitable for conviction?  Because if we do not have the conviction in our own souls that there is only one Man before God, we will go astray, we will not get the blessing of salvation, because the other man that we will have before us will be ourselves.  So “Behold the man!” is profitable for conviction, and for correction too.  If we have our eye on anyone other than Christ, it is a snare.  “The fear of man bringeth a snare”, Prov.29:25.  There is only one Man before God.  If we need correction, then the answer is to get our eye on Christ.  And if we need instruction in righteousness, there is one Man who fulfilled all for the pleasure and glory of God, so that it says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Cor.5:21.  If we need instruction in righteousness, and we do, it is all to be found in Christ.  It says of Him that “Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions”, Heb.1:9.  Think of Jesus, tempted of the devil after forty days in the wilderness; He proved that He loved righteousness.  Not that God needed proof of it, but Jesus proved that He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness because even at the weakest point, when the devil tempted Him when He hungered, He fell back on the word of God.  The devil attempted to use the word of God wrongly.  He had said at the beginning in the garden “Is it even so, that God has said”, Gen.3:1.  The devil met in Jesus a Man for whom the word of God was perfect.  Jesus would not turn aside from the word of God; He simply quoted it and thus bound the strong man, that is the devil, before He went on to plunder his goods.

Why does the scripture say that Jesus was anointed with the oil of gladness above His companions?  If you read about the setting up of the tabernacle system, you will find in Exodus 29 the anointing of the priests; “And this is the thing which thou shalt do to them to hallow them, that they may serve me as priests” (v.1) then in verse 5, “And thou shalt take the garments, and clothe Aaron with the vest” and then in verse 7 “and shalt take the anointing oil, and pour it on his head, and anoint him”.  That is the High Priest anointed above His companions.  Later on, Aaron himself and his sons, the priests, were anointed with the blood and the oil, but verse 7 is a distinctive anointing of the high priest.  The reference to the Lord Jesus being anointed with the oil of gladness above His companions is something distinctive that belongs to Christ, and Christ alone.

Leviticus 4 is another scripture profitable for teaching.  It may appear a little more obscure, but it is very, very important.  You may have heard it said that this time of grace in which we are is covered by the teaching of the sin of inadvertence.  In Leviticus 4, we read about a soul sinning through inadvertence.  Why is that important?  Hebrews tells us that “where we sin wilfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains any sacrifice for sins”, Heb.10:26.  If any of us was to be regarded by God as having sinned wilfully, there would be no sacrifice for sins, but the Lord said when He was on the cross “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  He covered the present dispensation with what is described here in Leviticus as a sin of inadvertence.  God in His grace is not charging you at this time with wilful sin, but wants to bring you into blessing by your trusting in the Person, in the finished work and in the precious shed blood of Jesus.  So this scripture is profitable for teaching because it helps us to understand the righteous basis on which God can forgive sin.

Why is this scripture in Leviticus important for conviction?  If you have sinned, it is important that you are convicted of it and that you recognise what you have done.  In order to repent, you must recognise that what you have done is wrong.  “If a soul shall sin”; does that apply to you?  It certainly applies to me.  I can tell you from the Bible that “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Rom.3:23.  So this scripture is profitable for conviction in order that we may recognise that each one of us has sinned and offended God.  And it is profitable for correction, that is to say, it can turn us away from our sins, because it says “then for his sin which he hath sinned shall he present”.  There is an offering available and that offering is Jesus.  And then also for instruction in righteousness; God is righteous to forgive your sins, because there is an offering available, a perfect offering, and that is Jesus.

I say these things to seek to bring out that reading the Bible, going over it carefully and prayerfully with the Holy Spirit, and seeking the Lord’s help about it, will bring light into your soul.  This will in turn bring stability into your soul, that the man of God may be complete.  What is in mind is that you should be complete too, fully fitted for every good work.  It refers to the man of God where we read in Timothy.  You may enquire; does that mean it is only for brothers?  No, it means that there ought to be maturity in the soul of every saint.  There is particular service which is for brothers to do, but I do not restrict it to that; the Scriptures are for everyone.  Lydia was a seller of purple at Philippi, she had a house, and her heart was “opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul”, Acts 16:14.  She was a sister who was interested in the ministry.  The Lord blessed her, and an assembly was established in Philippi that Paul held in great affection.  So Lydia represents one “fully fitted to every good work”.

In speaking of the importance of Scripture, I do not set aside ministry which is fully consistent with it.  Paul says to Timothy as to certain things “knowing of whom thou hast learned them”, 2 Tim.3:14.  It is important that we can trace what is said back to their source in the Bible.  I am seeking to establish in our souls that everything we do and say as believers must be based on Scripture.  For us to understand that, it is important for us each to have a grasp of Scripture for ourselves.

I do not want to set this before you as a difficult challenge.  All I am suggesting is that each one of us here should commit ourselves to taking up the Bible every day and learning about the Lord Jesus from it.  Go through the Scriptures in an orderly way, not as a routine, but paying regular attention to them, and remembering always what the Lord Jesus said “they it is which bear witness concerning me”.  I trust the Lord may help us for His name’s sake.

Address at Aberdeen
25 August 2012


Scripture references

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

John 5:39 (JND) [39] Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me;

John 19:5 (JND) [5] (Jesus therefore went forth without, wearing the crown of thorn, and the purple robe.) And he says to them, Behold the man!

Leviticus 4:1-3 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through inadvertence against any of the commandments of Jehovah [in things] that ought not to be done, and do any of them; [3] if the priest that is anointed sin according to the trespass of the people; then for his sin which he hath sinned shall he present a young bullock without blemish to Jehovah for a sin-offering.

2 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3:16 (JND) [16] But to Abraham were the promises addressed, and to his seed: he does not say, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed; which is Christ.

Leviticus 3 (JND) [1] And if his offering be a sacrifice of peace-offering, if he present [it] of the herd, whether a male or female, he shall present it without blemish before Jehovah. [2] And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and slaughter it at the entrance of the tent of meeting; and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall sprinkle the blood on the altar round about. [3] And he shall present of the sacrifice of peace-offering an offering by fire to Jehovah; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is on the inwards, …

1 Chronicles 1 (JND) [1] Adam, Seth, Enosh, [2] Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, [3] Enoch, Methushelah, Lemech, …

Genesis 27:46 (JND) [46] And Rebecca said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth. If Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these, of the daughters of the land, what good should my life do me?

1 Chronicles 4:10 (JND) [10] And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God brought about what he had requested.

Psalms 50:5 (JND) [5] Gather unto me my godly ones, those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice!

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 10:35 (JND) [35] If he called *them* gods to whom the word of God came (and the scripture cannot be broken),

Luke 24:27 (JND) [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

Colossians 1:15 (JND) [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation;

Genesis 3:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed them.

Genesis 3:15 (JND) [15] And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he shall crush thy head, and thou shalt crush his heel.

Genesis 4:4 (JND) [4] And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat. And Jehovah looked upon Abel, and on his offering;

Exodus 12:3 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

Deuteronomy 33:13-17 (JND) [13] And of Joseph he said, Blessed of Jehovah be his land! By the precious things of the heavens, By the dew, and by the deep that lieth beneath, [14] And by the precious fruits of the sun, And by the precious things put forth by the months, [15] And by the best things of the ancient mountains, And by the precious things of the everlasting hills, [16] And by the precious things of the earth and the fulness thereof. And let the good will of him that dwelt in the bush Come upon the head of Joseph, Upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren. [17] His majesty is as the firstling of his ox; And his horns are as the horns of a buffalo. With them shall he push the peoples Together to the ends of the earth. These are the myriads of Ephraim, And these are the thousands of Manasseh.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:1 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed?

Psalms 89:19 (JND) [19] Then thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon a mighty one; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

Jeremiah 17 (JND) [1] The sin of Judah is written with a style of iron, with the point of a diamond, engraven upon the tablet of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars; [2] whilst their children remember their altars and their Asherahs, by the green trees, upon the high hills. [3] My mountain in the field, thy substance, all thy treasures will I give for a spoil, thy high places, because of sin throughout thy borders. …

Jeremiah 17:7-8 (JND) [7] Blessed is the man that confideth in Jehovah, and whose confidence Jehovah is. [8] For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out its roots by the stream, and he shall not see when heat cometh, but his leaf shall be green; and in the year of drought he shall not be careful, neither shall he cease to yield fruit.

Lamentations 3:22-24 (JND) [22] It is of Jehovah's loving-kindness we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; [23] they are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. [24] Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.

Job 42:5-6 (JND) [5] I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee: [6] Wherefore I abhor [myself], and repent in dust and ashes.

Job 37:16 (JND) [16] Dost thou know about the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him that is perfect in knowledge?

John 10:29 (JND) [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father.

John 10:29 (JND) [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

Philippians 2:10 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

Proverbs 29:25 (JND) [25] The fear of man bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his confidence in Jehovah is protected.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Exodus 29 (JND) [1] And this is the thing which thou shalt do to them to hallow them, that they may serve me as priests: take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish, [2] and unleavened bread, and unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil of wheaten flour shalt thou make them. [3] And thou shalt put them into one basket, and present them in the basket, with the bullock and the two rams. …

Leviticus 4 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through inadvertence against any of the commandments of Jehovah [in things] that ought not to be done, and do any of them; [3] if the priest that is anointed sin according to the trespass of the people; then for his sin which he hath sinned shall he present a young bullock without blemish to Jehovah for a sin-offering. …

Leviticus 4 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through inadvertence against any of the commandments of Jehovah [in things] that ought not to be done, and do any of them; [3] if the priest that is anointed sin according to the trespass of the people; then for his sin which he hath sinned shall he present a young bullock without blemish to Jehovah for a sin-offering. …

Hebrews 10:26 (JND) [26] For where we sin wilfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains any sacrifice for sins,

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Acts 16:14 (JND) [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul.

2 Timothy 3:14 (JND) [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them];



EXTRACTS


There is not a single word in the book of God which cannot feed our souls; and therefore it is important for us to know how to handle that word by the power of the Holy Spirit, in order to be enabled to keep Satan at a distance.

J.N. Darby ‘Collected Writings’ Vol. 21, p. 62

There is one Man who knows the truth because He is the truth, who is satisfied with the written word, and that is the Lord. There is no craft of Satan that the word of God is not sufficient to meet.

J.N. Darby ‘Collected Writings’ Vol. 34, p. 445

In these days when the word of God is so called in question, it is blessed to think how a single verse of scripture was sufficient for Him for authority, and sufficient for the devil, who had not a word to say.

J.N. Darby ‘Collected Writings’ Vol. 17, p. 385


FULL COMMITTAL


J.Speirs

Luke 9:51; 22:41,42; John 17:24; Ruth 1:8-10, 14-18; 1 Samuel 20:40-42; 2 Samuel 19:24, 26-38

The simple impression on my heart, beloved brethren, about which I seek help by the Spirit to say a little, is full committal.

The six persons I read of in the Old Testament knew something typically at least of the Lord Jesus.  Three of them went some of the way, and three of them went the whole way in committal to the Lord Jesus typically.  I would raise the question with myself, Am I fully committed to the Lord Jesus and His testimony here, and His will for me?  But how could we speak about full committal without speaking about the Lord Jesus Himself, the One who had perfect committal.  What a model!  What perfection we see in Him in everything.  He came here in full committal, in lowly manhood, the One that we have sung of as a blessed and glorious Man, yet God Himself.  Dear friend, do you know Him?  Do you love Him?  Think of His love for His Father; that is what caused Him to be fully committed – love for His Father.

I read in Luke 9 “And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that he”, that “he” is emphatic; in spite of what anyone else was going to do, or who was going to go with Him, or who might leave Him behind, or who might go their own way, “he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”.  Just before this, God had marked Him out in glory on the mount of transfiguration, expressed His delight in Him, shown to those that looked on how perfect He was and how much His delight was in that One.  But the “days of his receiving up were fulfilled”.  The Lord knew what was ahead.  We do not always know what is ahead, but He did.  Did that affect His committal, did that cause Him to waver, did it cause Him to consider turning back?  Never; it was not possible.  He “stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”, knowing all that lay before Him there, that He was going to suffer, and that He was going to die.  Have you put your faith in Him, have you accepted that He went that way for you, that He set His face steadfastly that way for you?  I trust you have.  What perfect committal!  There was no question of His doing anything other than God’s will.  What a Man He is, what an Example, what a Model for us.

In Luke 22, Jesus said “Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me:– but then, not my will, but thine be done”.  The Lord Jesus did the Father’s will.  He had set His face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem, He had made that firm committal.  Now the moment was drawing nigh when He knew that He would have to suffer and die.  Sometimes I have good intentions to begin with, but when it comes to a test, I waver.  Did that happen with the Lord Jesus?  Never; “not my will, but thine be done”; it was perfect, full committal.  What a glorious Man!

Then in John 17, the desires of the Lord Jesus were expressed, “Father, as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”.  Think of how it says of the Lord Jesus “who, in view of the joy lying before him”, Heb.12:2.  How that marked Him in His committal.  How much He endured, how much He was prepared to suffer in view of that.  Think of His desire to be with the Father, and not only that, to be there with those He would secure by redemption’s perfect work.  

I have spoken of the perfect committal seen in Christ.  Let us be affected by His full and perfect committal to the will of His God and Father, carried out in love for Him “in view of the joy lying before him”.  He set His face steadfastly, a definite movement.  He did not change when the time of pressure came, an intense pressure that we could never bear, but said “not my will, but thine be done”.  All looked forward to that time of His being in the Father’s presence with those that He loved. 

But now I want to apply this to us as believers and ask each one here about our committal.  We have seen that the Lord’s committal was perfect.  The last time we were in this city was for a happy marriage.  That was a time of committal, when two persons committed themselves to one another; and it was made even happier because they were believers who had already committed themselves as individuals to the Lord Jesus.  Committal involves something that is definite.  It is often said at a marriage meeting that marriage is not to be entered upon lightly.  I wondered if we see something of that in Ruth; something of that steadfast mindedness, devoted to another and not thinking of herself.  Marriage is a time of love too; what is done in commitment is done because of love, and we are often reminded at these occasions that such commitment is not only for the good times, but for the difficult times also.  I wanted to look at the believer’s committal to the Lord Jesus and His will.  Each of the three pairs of persons I read of, Ruth and Orpah, Jonathan and Mephibosheth, Barzillai and Chimham, had the same opportunities.  They all had contact with the Lord Jesus typically.  We have all had the same opportunity. No one here can say that the Lord Jesus has loved them less than the person next to them.  How full His love is for every one.  We were reminded recently that the Lord Jesus would offer every one of us His very best.

Now the challenge comes to Orpah and Ruth; what are they going to do?  First of all they both said “We will certainly return with thee to thy people”.  But when Orpah considered what she might have to face, what she would have to leave behind, she decided not to go with Naomi.  Dear believer, if you are anything other than fully committed to the Lord Jesus, I plead with you to commit yourself to Him in a steadfast minded way.  Think of the Lord setting His face steadfastly.  That is what impressed me here, when Naomi saw that Ruth “ was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her”.  You might say, there was no point in Naomi trying to persuade Ruth any further.  Ruth had made up her mind; she was going with her.  Have you decided what your path is going to be?  Are you going to go back to the poor things of the world where there is moral famine?  Are you going to rely on something less than your link with the Lord Jesus?  Do not do that; be like Ruth and say “whither thou goest I will go”.  Are you willing to have your part in the testimony, are you willing to associate yourself with the people of God?  Ruth said “where thou lodgest I will lodge”.  Are you going to dwell with them?  Are you going to enjoy dwelling conditions, are you going to enjoy eternal life with them?  It is on offer to you; “thy people shall be my people”.  Look around you, young friend.  Can you call the saints in whom there is a work of God “my people”?  They are your people; they are yours to enjoy links with in Christian fellowship.  Take it up, do not miss the opportunity of enjoying eternal life.  It is not just for the future, it is for now; “thy God, my God”.  Dear friend, Orpah had her gods, her family had their gods.  There are many gods in this world.  I think Ruth showed simple devotedness, “where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”.  There was no thought of partial committal there, this was a whole life matter.  She did not say, I will do it until I am twenty, or I will start when I am twenty, or I will do it until I am retired.  No, she said, “where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”.  The committal that the Lord Jesus deserves is whole life committal, and it is to be entered on with purpose, not taken on lightly.  Daniel “purposed in his heart”, Dan.1:8.  Ruth was steadfastly minded.  Let us be stirred up in this; Christianity is not a casual thing that we can drift into.  It requires us to make a positive and definite decision to move in the right direction for the testimony of our Lord.

I read about Jonathan.  What opportunities he had, and no one could question his love for David.  He represents a believer in the Lord Jesus.  He had seen what David had done to Goliath, but when it came to David’s rejection, he was not prepared to go with him.  I trust you are a believer on the Lord Jesus; I trust that you have accepted that Jesus died for you, shed His precious blood for you.  Perhaps you have made a good start like Jonathan.  Perhaps you have set your mind steadfastly, maybe in the breaking of bread, and you have had a great impression of what Christ has done for you.  Jonathan saw what David had done.  He had love for David because of what David had done in defeating the enemy.  It is a wonderful thing to love Christ for what He has done, but there is more than that.  We can love Christ for who He is – that is what will sustain us.  Jonathan did not prove that.  What a sad matter; he wanted to operate at a distance from David.  Someone has said he was like a ‘long-distance Christian’ 1.  That is not what the Lord is looking for.  Love does not want distance.  As a husband and wife are devoted to one another, they do not want distance; they want to be near each other.  That is what the Lord Jesus is looking for from each one of us if we are to have our part in the testimony with Him.  David had been rejected; think of Saul’s hatred for him, and all that there was against David.  Are you willing to be associated with the One who is rejected?  Christ is not accepted here.  You can look around in the world; you can look on any system of man, and ask, Is Christ there?  Is He honoured there?  Beloved brethren, let us be willing not only to love the Lord Jesus for what He has done, but to be faithful to Him in love for who He is.  I think faithfulness is an important factor in committal.  Jonathan had wonderful opportunities, but when it came to it, he kissed David and then went his own way back to the city.  That was sad.  How David felt that; he exceeded in his weeping.  The Lord feels things deeply.  If you have gone away, the Lord feels that.  If I have done something that is not in accordance with His will, the Lord Jesus feels that keenly.  But did Jonathan’s attitude change David’s love for him?  No; until the very last moment David showed him the very best.  It says that David “arose from the side of the south” which suggests that he was still favourable towards Jonathan.  He proved his love for Jonathan.  Dear friend, even if for a moment you have turned away from the Lord Jesus, He still loves you and He wants you to be near to Him.  He does not want to know you at a distance; He wants to know you in nearness.

I wondered if we see that in Mephibosheth, in his love for David.  Mephibosheth was someone who was faithful to David during the time of His rejection.  He was willing to be slandered because of it.  Have you ever been slandered because you are a Christian, a believer on the Lord Jesus?  Think of what Mephibosheth had to bear.  It speaks in Corinthians as to love, that it “bears all things” (1 Cor.13:7) and that it “does not seek what is its own”, 1 Cor.13:5.  Mephibosheth did not even want what David was going to offer him in terms of property; that was not what was important to Mephibosheth.  He said  “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”.  What a faithful person!  I challenge myself about my faithfulness to the Lord Jesus in the time of His rejection.  Am I committed enough to do that?  His love for me is unquestionable, but what about my love for Him?  It can grow; the Holy Spirit would cause us to grow in our appreciation of this One, so that we not only love Him for what He has done, but we love Him more and more for who He is.  The Spirit would show us fresh glories of Jesus.  That would help us to view the things that may come upon us in the testimony as not being worthy to be compared to being with the Lord Jesus and proving the joy of His company.  The Lord Jesus loves when the believer comes into His presence and enjoys communion.  What a blessed privilege to be in the presence of the Lord Jesus.  I treasure it and I would like to know more of it; the Lord Jesus values it too.  I believe that a person who enjoys communion is powerful in testimony and will be able to stand for Him where He is rejected.

I read about Barzillai and Chimham; this was a sad matter.  Barzillai had provided for David in the time of testimony.  It says that he had “maintained the king” and if you look earlier in the book you see the wonderfully rich way in which he maintained the king with all kinds of good food (2 Sam.17:28).  He had been faithful to David at the time when he was needed, faithful to the rejected king, faithful in the testimony.  But there is something further here.  We have typically the desire of the Lord Jesus for company.  David made a wonderful proposal; “the king said to Barzillai, Pass thou over with me, and I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem”.  To be with Jesus where He is; that is better, is it not?  We may do what we can in the testimony here, but the Lord Jesus wants us with Him where He is and for His pleasure.  It is like His desire in John 17, that “they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory” (v.24).  He wants us with Him in the place where He is supreme, the place that belongs to Him, His rightful place.  How do we do that?  It is by the Holy Spirit that we enjoy these spiritual realms, these experiences with the Lord Jesus where He is in glory.  He is no longer here, He has finished the work that was given Him to do, He has accomplished the scope of redemption’s work.  He was raised by the glory of the Father, He is exalted, He is at the Father’s right hand in glory.  He desires your company there, in the heavenlies, in the place that is characterised by Himself.

Chimham’s name means longing; he had desires.  It does not say very much about him or what he said or did, but the king said “Chimham shall go over with me”.  Let us be like that, let us have a longing to be with Christ where He is so that we may be for Christ’s satisfaction.  May we be persons that are willing to leave things behind.  It says “Barzillai was very aged, eighty years old”.  I know there are persons here of eighty years old and more, but they do not call themselves “very aged”.  Perhaps this is what Barzillai thought of himself; perhaps he was opting out because of his age, he was saying, ‘I am going to give up now; I am losing my taste for these things’.  Let us have our taste stimulated, let us have our senses exercised, so that the things of Christ not only mean much to us because of what He has done, but because we have longings to be occupied with Him where He is in glory.  Those are the longings that we ought to promote and nurture; a taste for that Man and where He is in glory.  We shall be occupied with Him eternally, we shall be with Him for ever, but let us get a taste for it now.  It is possible by the Holy Spirit.  David says “Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do to him that which seems good to thee; ... And all the people went over”.

It is interesting that the king kissed Barzillai.  The love of Jesus is still the same.  The three persons we read of that went away were kissed, but Chimham got the blessing because he typically longed to be with Christ where He is in glory.  That was where his life was, that was where he wanted to be.  Where are your longings, where are your desires centred?  Are they bound up with anything in this world?  Maybe it was Barzillai’s riches or his possessions that stopped him going.  In effect he said, ‘I am happy to serve the Lord in the testimony, but passing over with David might mean that I have to give up some of the things that I enjoy down here’.  Maybe it was his family links.  But it is possible to have our senses exercised and our taste stimulated for Christ where He is in glory.  It has nothing to do with the natural man; it is what is spiritual and the Lord Jesus would desire that from each one of us.  He has shown full committal in Himself par excellence.  He has shown, you might say, a definiteness; think of the Hebrew bondman saying “distinctly”, Exod.21:5.  The Lord Jesus set His face steadfastly, loving the will of Another.  He said “not my will, but thine be done”.  What a wonderful example He is for us of full committal.  Think of His longings beyond death and beyond suffering, “in view of the joy lying before him”, Heb.12:2.

Let us be motivated by such longings to be pleasurable to Christ where He is in glory.  May it be so, for His name’s sake.

Address at Glasgow
27 April 2013


Scripture references

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Luke 22:41-42 (JND) [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Ruth 1:8-18 (JND) [8] And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, Go, return each to her mother's house. Jehovah deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead and with me. [9] Jehovah grant you that ye may find rest, each in the house of her husband. And she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice and wept. [10] And they said to her, We will certainly return with thee to thy people. [11] And Naomi said, Return, my daughters: why will ye go with me? Are there yet sons in my womb, that they could be your husbands? [12] Return, my daughters, go; for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say, I have hope, should I even have a husband to-night, and should I also bear sons, [13] would ye wait on that account till they were grown? Would ye stay on that account from having husbands? No, my daughters, for I am in much more bitterness than you; for the hand of Jehovah is gone out against me. [14] And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her.

1 Samuel 20:40-42 (JND) [40] And Jonathan gave his weapons to his lad, and said to him, Go, carry them to the city. [41] The lad went, and David arose from the side of the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three times; and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, until David exceeded. [42] And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have both of us sworn in the name of Jehovah, saying, Jehovah be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever! And he arose and departed; and Jonathan went into the city.

2 Samuel 19:24-38 (JND) [24] And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. Now he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came [again] in peace. [25] And as soon as Jerusalem came to meet the king, the king said to him, Why didst thou not go with me, Mephibosheth? [26] And he said, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me; for thy servant said, I will saddle me the ass, and ride thereon, and go with the king; for thy servant is lame. [27] And he has slandered thy servant to my lord the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God; do therefore what is good in thy sight. [28] For all my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king; and thou didst set thy servant among them that eat at thine own table. What further right therefore have I? and for what should I cry any more to the king? [29] And the king said to him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters? I have said, Thou and Ziba divide the land. [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house. [31] And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim, and went over the Jordan with the king, to conduct him over the Jordan. [32] And Barzillai was very aged, eighty years old; and it was he that had maintained the king while he abode at Mahanaim; for he was a very great man. [33] And the king said to Barzillai, Pass thou over with me, and I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem. [34] And Barzillai said to the king, How many are the days of the years of my life, that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem? [35] I am this day eighty years old: can I discern between good and bad? can thy servant taste what I eat and what I drink? can I hear any more the voice of singing men and singing women? and why should thy servant be yet a burden to my lord the king? …

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Daniel 1:8 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.

1 Corinthians 13:7 (JND) [7] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

1 Corinthians 13:7 (JND) [7] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

1 Corinthians 13:5 (JND) [5] does not behave in an unseemly manner, does not seek what is its own, is not quickly provoked, does not impute evil,

1 Corinthians 13:5 (JND) [5] does not behave in an unseemly manner, does not seek what is its own, is not quickly provoked, does not impute evil,

2 Samuel 17:28 (JND) [28] brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched [corn], and beans, and lentils, and parched [pulse],

2 Samuel 17:28 (JND) [28] brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched [corn], and beans, and lentils, and parched [pulse],

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.



EXTRACT


The counsels of God unfold themselves, but first of all in the heart of the Word, the Son of God, who offers Himself to accomplish the will of God.  "Then said I, Lo, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me, to do thy will, O God".  Nothing can be more solemn than thus to lift the veil from that which takes place in heaven between God and the Word who undertook to do His will.  Observe that, before He was in the position of obedience, He offers Himself in order to accomplish the will of God, that is to say, of free love for the glory of God, of free will; as One who had the power, He offers Himself.  He undertakes obedience, He undertakes to do whatsoever God wills.  This is indeed to sacrifice all His own will, but freely and as the effect of His own purpose, although on the occasion of the will of His Father. He must needs be God in order to do this, and to undertake the fulfilment of all that God could will.

We have here the great mystery of this divine intercourse, which remains ever surrounded with its solemn majesty, although it is communicated to us that we may know it.  And we ought to know it; for it is thus that we understand the infinite grace and the glory of this work.  Before He became Man, in the place where only divinity is known, and its eternal counsels and thoughts are communicated between the divine Persons, the Word – as He has declared it to us, in time, by the prophetic Spirit – such being the will of God contained in the book of the eternal counsels, He who was able to do it, offered Himself freely to accomplish that will.  Submissive to this counsel already arranged for Him, He yet offers Himself in perfect freedom to fulfil it.  But in offering He submits, yet at the same time undertakes to do all that God, as God, willed.  But also in undertaking to do the will of God, it was in the way of obedience, of submission, and of devotedness.  For I might undertake to do the will of another, as free and competent, because I willed the thing; but if I say "to do thy will", this in itself is absolute and complete submission.  And this it is which the Lord, the Word, did.  He did it also, declaring that He came in order to do it.  He took a position of obedience by accepting the body prepared for Him.  He came to do the will of God.

J.N.Darby ‘Synopsis of the Books of the Bible’, Vol.5,p.230


CAPTIVATED BY CHRIST


J.Laurie

2 Chronicles 9: 3,4, 12 (last sentence)

I have been enjoying the sense of the immense value of being held enraptured by the Person and glories of the Lord Jesus.  It is a very real thing to be captivated in our affections by the personal worth of the Lord Jesus, and to be held by the power and attraction of His love.  I trust that is an experience which all of us have enjoyed, but it is something that we feel tested in sustaining.  I would like to say a little that might help us to be maintained increasingly in the enjoyment of all that flows from Christ Himself.

I read this scripture about the queen of Sheba because she represents that in part.  I have no doubt that the record brings out typically how the nations in a coming day will be held by the greatness of Christ in his royal dominion, and how the nations and the kings of the earth will be drawn in order to bring their glory to Him.  But it is a marvellous privilege granted to those of us who belong to the assembly now to be held by the power of attraction that there is in the Lord Jesus Himself.  The apostle Paul uses the expression that he had “been taken possession of by Christ Jesus” (Phil.3:12) – “taken possession of”!  I suppose in one sense that Paul was taken possession of because of the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus.  The Lord had rights over him and He had taken possession of him as one who had been bought with a price.  We have all been bought with a price.  But I think the expression Paul uses “taken possession of” goes beyond that, and conveys how he was entirely captivated by the Lord Jesus.  He was held by the attraction of the Son of God, of whom he began to speak so early.  In this scripture, the queen of Sheba seemed to be similarly held by the greatness of Solomon.  She makes mention of seven things here and the first bears on the personal greatness of Solomon.  “The queen of Sheba saw the wisdom of Solomon”.  Think of all that flows down from Christ Himself personally.  How great He is.  We would surely feel the importance and bearing of His headship over us; the One from whom all wisdom and resource flows.  How good it is to be held under the blessedness of all that flows from Christ our living Head.

Then she makes mention of a variety of things.  I did not have in mind to say too much about the detail of them, but each of them brings out some distinctive touch.  Consider the food of his table.  It is true that we feed on Christ, and other scriptures would bear on that, but here the reference is to the food of his table.  I believe it is an allusion to what the Lord would give us to enjoy; how in the love that marks Him, He would brings us to share in all that He enjoys, the food of His table.  Think of sharing in all that Christ Himself finds delight in.  What pleasure it must be to the heart of the Lord Jesus to have a vessel that can share in His interests, and partake and participate in all that forms part of His own delight and joy.  Then she makes mention of “the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants and their apparel”.  All these details would seem to bring out the beauty of what is of Christ among His saints.  That is also something that is attractive to our hearts, to see what is of Christ in one and another, and to esteem it rightly.  Think of taking account of “his servants, and the order of service of his attendants and their apparel, and his cupbearers and their apparel”.  We take account of those who are helped to bring out something by way of response to the Lord Jesus and in the service of praise.  How attractive it is to take account of what is of Christ in one another, and to see how much it yields joy to the heart of the Lord Jesus and to ourselves when we begin to discern that.  I am interested in the reference to their apparel.  Do we move suitably so that we commend ourselves in this respect to one another?  Do we walk as those who are attendants on the Lord, as it were?  Do we move in such a way that there is a living testimony that would stimulate the heart and affections of others?

She finally makes mention of “his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah”.  And then it says, “there was no more spirit in her”.  It seems as if she reached some climax in her thoughts and considerations and so we have this remarkable reference, “there was no more spirit in her”.  I would take that to mean that there was no impulse within her that would lead her in any direction other than to be occupied with Solomon.  She was absorbed by all the greatness that was before her.  What a fine thing that is when there is no other distracting activity in our affections or in our minds which might otherwise lead us away from Christ, when we should be held by all the charm and blessedness that we find in Himself.

But there is one thing that is not mentioned; she makes no reference to his love, or to his embrace.  For that we have to go to the Song of Songs and find out how the spouse found something of precious intimacy.  That is why I said at the beginning that the queen of Sheba sets out this thought in part.  I do not believe that she sets it out fully, because she and her servants turned and went to her own land.  When we are truly captivated by the love of the Lord Jesus, we have no wish to depart.  We sit down enraptured in His presence.  I leave that challenge with us.  What a precious thing it is to be held by the power of His love.  Who of us would want to turn away and go to some other place?  Do we not long to be with Him?  Is it not the true hope of every believer to be with Christ, and to be like Him, to be held forever in the enjoyment of his love?  The spouse in the Song makes reference to His embrace, “his right hand doth embrace me”, Song of Songs 2:6.  She would never turn away and go to another land.  I do not despise what came out in the queen of Sheba, because she brings out some remarkable touches.  But there is something that surpasses all this, and it is the intimate enjoyment of the love of Christ which would lead our hearts into the joy of union with Himself.  It is then that our hearts are truly held in rapture by Him.  We would have no wish to depart; we would wish, by the Spirit’s help, to be maintained in the enjoyment of that position of intimacy with Himself.  I am sure we all carry exercise about that, so that we might be sustained in that joy.  One would seek to encourage the brethren that we should cultivate intimacy with the blessed Spirit, so that He might serve us in order that our hearts would be captivated by the glories of Christ, and the intimate enjoyment of His love. May it be so increasingly.

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
20 November 2012

Edited and Published by John A Brown

36 Laverock Park, Linlithgow EH49 6AT UK

 email notesofministry@virginmedia.com

Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661


Scripture references

2 Chronicles 9:3-12 (JND) [3] And when the queen of Sheba saw the wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had built, [4] and the food of his table, and the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants and their apparel, and his cupbearers and their apparel, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her. [5] And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thine affairs and of thy wisdom; [6] but I gave no credit to their words, until I came and mine eyes had seen; and behold, the half of the greatness of thy wisdom was not told me: thou exceedest the report that I heard. [7] Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee and hear thy wisdom! [8] Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, to set thee on his throne, to be king to Jehovah thy God! Because thy God loved Israel, to establish them for ever, therefore did he make thee king over them, to do judgment and justice. [9] And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold, and spices in very great abundance, and precious stones; neither was there any such spice as that which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. [10] (And the servants also of Huram, and the servants of Solomon, who brought gold from Ophir, brought sandal-wood and precious stones. [11] And the king made of the sandal-wood stairs for the house of Jehovah, and for the king's house, and harps and lutes for the singers. And there were none such seen before in the land of Judah.) [12] And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked, besides what she had brought to the king. And she turned and went to her own land, she and her servants.

Philippians 3:12 (JND) [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus].

Song of Solomon 2:6 (JND) [6] His left hand is under my head, And his right hand doth embrace me.



Notes


	[←1]
	 J.Taylor Vol.83 p.136
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