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ACTIONS AS WEIGHED BY GOD

D. T. Pye 

1 Samuel 2: 3 (from ‘For’); Ruth 1: 16–19;  Daniel 1: 8–16; 6: 10, 11; Acts 6: 8–15; 26: 15–19

It is quite a striking verse in Hannah’s note of praise. She had been severely tested and felt the pressures of it. She had prayed about it and there does not seem to be much result. But there comes a point when God comes in for her, and it is this statement that she makes that I would like to speak a little about. It is a very searching one as to the fact that “Jehovah is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed”. That refers to every one of us in that regard, God weighs our actions. But what is in mind as well, is the fact of the need of a definiteness for the believer in their life and pathway, and in that sense there is a purpose of heart. Now it is fine to have a purpose of heart when you have divine things before you. You have an object, you have an aim in life and you find it changes your whole life. 

You see in this section related to Hannah that she was without child, she felt it. Her husband thought he was better to her than ten sons, but you know that is just the attitude that does not discourage a soul in true exercise. She vows a vow, if given a man child, she would give him to Jehovah. Even Eli the priest looking upon her despised her, thought she was drunken and spoke to her. But she says she was a woman of a sorrowful spirit. She was feeling matters keenly, but she accepts God’s hand over her, she returns to her own place, and then what she had earnestly desired comes true. She has a son and before he was born she dedicates him to be of service to God. That was the whole of her bent and outlook, the thing she desired most and was going to get, in a sense she was going to give it away. But oh what giving, to give one up, a child, to be for God’s service. And that was Samuel, as we know. How attractive Samuel is in his life and history, and his relationships with God’s people, and what he set out, and too the fact that he anointed the king after God’s own heart, David. Well all these things are instructive to us, but here it is through her soul exercise she comes to it, “There is none holy as Jehovah, for there is none beside thee, neither is there any rock like our God”, 1 Samuel 2: 2. Now that is something foundational in Hannah’s soul. 

She had proved the blessing, but she was giving this child in view of being serviceable to God, and here she is able to make these statements. True feeling in them, it was not easy for her to give up this child, and as we know she cared and tended as she could, coming up every year with a fresh coat as provision for the child. The child grew and was favourable. So in it all something is brought strongly and firmly into Hannah’s soul. So she makes this statement, “For Jehovah is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed”. And we know that to be very true, there is nothing unapparent before the eyes of the God with whom we have to do. A simple statement but how testing it is. It makes us feel the sense of responsibility in our life, as to how we act as having come into the blessed favour of knowing the One whom God has provided to meet our need. Then too the blessed Holy Spirit has been given to indwell us, and help us in our life and in our path and in our actions. It is quite searching in one sense, and yet it is very encouraging in another, because divine resource and help are there for us. So these are the true features found in Hannah. 

When you come to Ruth you find there is one who had no right or portion really related to God’s people, or to the blessing that God’s people were enjoying or were being afforded, although they were maybe not too happily in the enjoyment of it for there was a famine in the land. But here Naomi had gone down with her husband to Moab and he had died there, and their two sons had died there. They had married there, which was not really according to what a true 

Israelite would have done. But there it is, grace comes in, and although they both die, here is Naomi returning on her own to her own land with her two daughters-in-law. One was committed to Naomi because she had found something attractive there. Something had touched her heart related to what she had found in Naomi’s life. I do not think she had found it in her husband. But here it is she appreciated what she found in Naomi. So much so that she was not prepared to leave her. How attractive these blessed features that come to light here in type are in a believer’s soul. Full committal is really what is demonstrated in Ruth. She was prepared for sacrifice, she was prepared for burden, she was prepared to be ignored as a stranger and foreigner where she went, because she had appreciated what she had found in Naomi. She expresses it so simply when the challenge is raised by Naomi to her two daughters-in-law. When her sister-in-law had gone back, Ruth says, “Do not entreat me to leave thee, to return from following after thee”; there it is her committal was real in her soul, she appreciated what she had found in Naomi and that related to God’s people. 

Well she acts, that is what you find with Ruth, she makes this decision, she has her committal and it is full, she is prepared to go the whole way even to “where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”. There is a soul really in the happy enjoyment of these relationships that she had been introduced into; you find the wealth and fulness of them developed with her as she comes into the land, because there is rejoicing that takes place. It says Naomi “saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her”, there was no turning back for Ruth. The two of them go on together on their way to Bethlehem, and when they come there all the place “was moved about them, and the women said, Is this Naomi?”. Here it is, she is returning, as she says, embittered, but there was something in her soul that she had come to her own place. There were persons of wealth there, relatives as well, that was Boaz as we know. We find that through Ruth’s faithfulness and walk, she knew there was a need for food; she did not know how to go about it, but she was prepared for great sacrifice to get it to provide for her mother-in-law. What lovely features come into expression! 

So she goes and lights on this field of Boaz, and she gleans there; you find that wealth is gathered up, then Boaz takes account of her too. He sees the feature of committal here, he knew that Naomi had returned, he knew that this one had been brought back, but he saw the features which were developing which were so attractive to him. Committal to matters and faithfulness, preparedness for labour and sacrifice, could not be turned away to other things, she did not seek after her old idols that she had been accustomed to, she was freed from that, she was in the happy enjoyment of being in God’s promised land. So things develop and as we know she becomes acquainted with Boaz and then he forms a link with her. Boaz has the right of redemption and he is prepared to exercise it in view of securing this choice one to be his wife. There is fruit as a result of it, because the royal line comes on through this woman. How blessed these matters are, and her actions were very commendable, she had true purpose of heart. 

I read in Daniel because you find the expression comes in there, “purposed in his heart”. We find he is a captive in a land where he was held away from the favour of being in God’s land the chosen place, away from what he had known related to order in the house of God. It had all fallen under the power of this king because of the discipline of God upon his people. But Daniel has a true heart, and there are others that have a true heart with him, these ones that are named. But what we find is that he is not prepared to accept what those that were over him would provide in this wealth of rich things. He knew there was a need for sacrifice to come in—the delicate food speaks of the tempting things of the world, but it is not food that profits. It was food that brought about ease and laziness, but we find there was a different spirit with Daniel. He had his links with his God, they were real and true, and he is faithful to them. He is prepared to approach the eunuch who was in charge, and requested that they would not pollute themselves with the king’s delicate food. It must have been quite something for the eunuch to have such a matter raised with him. He was in authority over them, and this request was made and he was worried for his job. If he allowed these persons to eat what they wanted, he thought they would not have looked so well as those who were living on the rich food. But you find there is something in Daniel that affects the eunuch. It was really because he had purpose of heart. Then you find a way is made through and the eunuch accepts his request. The result is that they were fairer and fatter than all those who had been eating the king’s delicate food. So purpose of heart has its own results. 

It comes in later too to that time when there are those accusations that are raised against Daniel. There were those who were annoyed, displeased because of the position Daniel had, and they sought opportunity to raise accusation against him. They beguile the king and the decree is made as to worshipping idols; it is a very grievous matter for Daniel and those who were with him. How they felt these matters keenly. But in it all, what do you find? He does not appeal to the eunuch, he prays to God as was his custom. It was nothing new to Daniel, he prayed to God. That is a person with purpose of heart; you have your links with divine Persons and you need them. You need to keep them too, and you find it is honoured as well. These persons rise up, and indeed the king actually cast Daniel into the den of lions, much against his will, but the decree had been made and it was according to the law of the Medes and Persians unalterable. But it was overthrown by God, because God shut the lions’ mouths. That finished matters, Daniel was preserved and brought through. There is a verse we learned when I was young, I do not know if children learn it nowadays, it is a very searching one, 

‘Dare to be a Daniel! 

Dare to stand alone! 

Dare to have a purpose firm!

Dare to make it known!’. 

The last bit will maybe test you most, ‘Dare to make it known’. But Daniel was quite prepared to do so, and you find that God blesses him in His ways, and preserves and keeps him until He unfolds all the great matters of prophecy to him, right through to the end. It is only persons who have this courage and the purposes of God in their heart, that can be preserved and kept and enlightened and brought through to these great matters in the soul. 

Then we read in the Acts as to Stephen. Here was another young man, a bright believer. He had heard the wonderful matters related to the glory of what had been accomplished by the Lord Jesus. His soul was affected and he joined himself to those who were faithful, those one hundred and twenty, and others who were all gathering at this point. Three thousand were converted at one preaching; all these matters were taking place. Stephen was in the intelligence of these matters that were happening, he was part of it and you find something so very commendable that was mentioned of him. They were needing persons for a service, a lowly one, and they chose these persons. Stephen is mentioned and there is that commendation of him that he was full of the Holy Spirit; a very good feature to have. You challenge your heart as to how much the Holy Spirit has liberty in it. It is a challenge, but God takes account of these things. He is a God of judgment and by Him actions are weighed. We need to realise that in our souls and our lives and pathways too as we are left here. 

Here is Stephen, he bears witness in testimony and in it all you find that “Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought wonders and great signs among the people”. There is a person proceeding in the power of the Holy Spirit, but some raise accusations against him. Oh how the enemy is always ready to attack when there is a soul that is true and real in their belief and interest in God’s things. The enemy is always against it, but did it deter Stephen? not at all. You find it shines the more in him, what was foundational in his heart, because the last verse of chapter six is a most appealing one. There they are, they take him before the council, they really cannot find anything in him, although they falsely accuse him in so many ways and it says, “And all who sat in the council, looking fixedly on him, saw his face as the face of an angel”. Now they had never seen an angel, but there it is, they saw something in Stephen that they had not seen before. Maybe they were not in close proximity to the Lord, we do not know, but what they are seeing faithfully presented in Stephen is the same as was in the Lord Himself. So humble in his ways, not turning from the truth, presenting matters in clarity to those persons who were there to hear. 

We have his preaching in the next chapter and how full a one it is, well worth reading. He brings the matter home to the soul of the Jew that God had acted in favour towards His chosen people, and too that the gospel of the glory had been given. They needed to answer to it. Sadly it brings out the very worst and bitterest features. They were convicted but they refused it, and as we know Stephen was stoned. But how gracious his spirit; as he was stoned he is looking up, he sees into the glory, sees Jesus standing there, what filled his soul! Then those simple words that he says, but so humbly and with true feeling as he cries with a loud voice saying, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge,” Acts 7: 60. He was prepared to go out of sight and be nothing. He was ready for the glory. He saw right in, he was going to be there with that glorious One, the Lord Jesus. Stephen was very true in his purpose of heart. 

The same feature is also seen in Paul. We see there that this is well on in Paul’s history. Here he is with a chain appearing before King Agrippa, and he recounts his conversion. It had grown richer in his soul the longer he lived, a light that was out of heaven that had brought him to the ground. Now it brought about faith in his soul. Here he came to know One immediately, who was in heaven and yet there was something here that was of Him. Something developed in persons that was of the One who was in heaven, because the Lord’s words to him were, “why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9: 4. Saul as he was then, knew then that the Lord protected His people. Saul had been persecuting them, but from the glory the Lord protected his people. These are profound matters to lay hold of in the soul and they characterise really the rest of Paul’s life as we know. But here he is recounting it before king Agrippa. As he touches on these matters he gives a history of his conversion, and how he had kicked against the goads. The Lord said, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest—but rise up stand on thy feet; for, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou has seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in”. 

How full that verse is relating to Paul’s commission. And he took it up in faithfulness, all his life from the point of his conversion which shows the change that was in the man. He went forward with a true sense that God weighed actions, and he acted in faithfulness to the One that he knew who was in the glory, his whole life was characterised by it. And there was his faithfulness in his pathway as bringing in what was needed for the saints, to encourage and lift them up and set them forward. He was given it all and he was happy here. It says of him, “taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom I send thee, to open their eyes”. That was Paul’s great commission, preaching the glad tidings to open persons’ eyes, and then that they should see too the glory of the truth as it is in Jesus. He opened up these matters in fulness “that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”. That was the whole path that was outlined for the persons who were prepared to accept God’s provision in Christ for them, and to come into the sphere of divine privilege and blessing. 

Then there is that verse that he touches so beautifully, “Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”. He accepted the commission that he had been given and he filled it out with true faithfulness. How full was the life of Paul! Prepared to suffer again in view of ministering to the saints, he would not be held back in any way. In fact in Acts 20 he says that he had announced to them all the counsel of God (Acts 20: 27). There was nothing left out in Paul’s service related to the fulness of all that was in Christ towards them. That was his labour, and oh what purpose of heart he had in it. 

Well I just leave these matters on our hearts. May there be help for us in our lives to be more dependent, more trusting in the Spirit’s service, and be helped to show something forth of the features of persons who are living related to another sphere, another world a world where Jesus is. May it be so. 

Address at Brechin
11 April 2009 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 2:3 (JND) [3] Do not multiply your words of pride, let not vain-glory come out of your mouth; For Jehovah is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.

Ruth 1:16-19 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi?

Ruth 1:16-19 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi?

Daniel 1:8-16 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

Daniel 1:8-16 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

Daniel 6:10-11 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. [11] But those men came in a body, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.

Acts 6:8-15 (JND) [8] And Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought wonders and great signs among the people. [9] And there arose up certain of those of the synagogue called of freedmen, and of Cyrenians, and of Alexandrians, and of those of Cilicia and Asia, disputing with Stephen. [10] And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. [11] Then they suborned men, saying, We have heard him speaking blasphemous words against Moses and God. [12] And they roused the people, and the elders, and the scribes. And coming upon [him] they seized him and brought [him] to the council. [13] And they set false witnesses, saying, This man does not cease speaking words against the holy place and the law; [14] for we have heard him saying, This Jesus the Nazaraean shall destroy this place, and change the customs which Moses taught us. [15] And all who sat in the council, looking fixedly on him, saw his face as [the] face of an angel.

Acts 26:15-19 (JND) [15] And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, *I* am Jesus whom *thou* persecutest: [16] but rise up and stand on thy feet; for, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou hast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, [17] taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom *I* send thee, [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me. [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision;

1 Samuel 2:2 (JND) [2] There is none holy as Jehovah, for there is none beside thee, neither is there any rock like our God.

Acts 7:60 (JND) [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:27 (JND) [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God.



GOD’S VIEW OF THINGS

N. J. Henry 

Revelation 21: 9–14; Acts 9: 1–12; Deuteronomy 33: 3; 34: 1–6; 2 Timothy 2: 21; Acts 18: 9, 10 

God is God and God’s view belongs to God. It is not essential for Him to explain what He does; He has His own rights in what He does. Even the apostle speaks about it, “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!”, Romans 11: 33. In other words God, in His being, is not answerable to anybody. According to the prophet no one 

gave Him counsel; God is God, but He desires to bring men into His view of matters and I have thought a little about that in these scriptures. For instance there are many things which are shrouded by mystery. Mystery only applies to time. For the redeemed who are with God there will be no mystery then in the presence of God, save what is beyond us as to God Himself that has not been revealed, but mystery will be done away with; it will no longer apply. We might say God protects truth by mystery; God has that right to do it. He also had His rights when the Lord was here to convey things in parables, that things were not necessarily understood, yet the truth was conveyed in them. At the moment there is the mystery of lawlessness which already works. I would love for the brethren, especially our younger brethren, to get some impression of what that is, “the mystery of lawlessness already works” (2 Thessalonians 2: 7), because that would clear in their minds many difficulties that surround us. When we look at the papers and everything that feeds the minds of men, you would be stumbled and lose your way, at least in your enjoyment of things, if you did not realise what the mystery of lawless is; it already works. 

What I want to speak about now is that there are certain mysteries, things which are shrouded or protected by God, because God does not minister to the mind of man in the flesh. The mind of the flesh is death itself; that is what it says, “the mind of the flesh is death”, Romans 8: 6. It is going to end, that form of mind, that outlook, “but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace”. I just had a feeling that all of us need to be more settled in the times we are in, and I address myself in saying that, we need to be more patient, more restful in the times we are in, both as to what is happening abroad, but especially among the saints. For instance, at the end of Revelation 1 the Lord Himself speaks about the mystery of the stars, and the stars speak of the responsible element in the local assembly, that is, the angels. The Lord puts it that way but He wanted John to come into some understanding of what was in His mind, and that is why I say that divine Persons protect what They have. God desires that “all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2: 4), but He is not feeding unrepentant persons with the understanding of the mysteries. That is a wonderful thing; that is how holy God is, how perfect He is in His wisdom and in His ways. 

So He is addressing John here, and at the end of the book John gets this insight into what God’s thoughts were as to the assembly, the city. John is the only one of the twelve who saw the final top stone; all were related to the foundation of the city but John got the insight by the Spirit into the whole matter coming down from God “having the glory of God”. What a view he had. You say, Did God bring it down to his level? No, John was taken up to that level. Before he saw the great and high wall he was taken up to a great and high mountain. He was taken up, you must be elevated. When the three were taken up to the mount of transfiguration they had to go up to the mount which is referred to later as the “holy mountain”, 2 Peter 1: 18. It served a purpose for these three; they call it the “holy mountain” because of the purpose of elevation, so they could see the glory of Christ in that exalted and heavenly place on the mount of transfiguration. Here John had seen the false church, the false city in Revelation 19. It says he was taken in the spirit and saw the mystery, great Babylon, in chapter 17, but when you come to God’s thoughts about the city the Holy Spirit comes into it; John was carried away in the Spirit. It is wonderful to get some impression that God would give you, a view of the assembly. 

Dear brethren, we are just on the very threshold of seeing the city complete. In an instant, in the twinkling of an eye we will see the assembly complete when the Lord comes. If you know the Lord is coming, say He was coming in three months’ time, how would you act in the three months? Would you not devote yourself to communion, to the truth, to the Scriptures, to ministry, to testimony, what is within your reach to use? Well, we may not have three months to go; we need to rise up. “Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead”, Ephesians 5: 14. That is the light of Ephesians, our light, that we are to awaken out of sleep. We need our young and we need our old to go on in the light of Ephesians, assembly light. So here John has the final view and he sees the city coming down; what a city! There was never anything like it. In all that he had seen before there was nothing like this city coming down and it says, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”. Was there going to be a deficiency in it?—never! Was there going to be a lack of brilliance?—never! Was there going to be only what was reflected in it?—no. Her shining, there is something solid taken in by the city, taken in and absorbed and come out. What a city. What a view! 

You need light as to the assembly. God protects it but it is available. If you want it, ask for a view of the assembly. Get your view past the small gathering you may be with and see the whole thing. That is the view to get, “the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”. It is not exactly what it absorbs in that short time between the rapture and the appearing, but it is what has been worked out in this dispensation. Think of thread after thread of that garment, righteous acts; do not give up, do not get despondent. Dear older brother and sister, every righteous act will have its own colourful touch in the display of her clothing. Here it is the city coming down, a different thought but relating to the same glorious vessel. O that it would fill our hearts. The apostle says, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. We just need our hearts filled with it, beloved brethren. Just stop in your tracks. Recently I was looking down a street in America and I saw many people going off to work. They were all just like sheep, going their own way, and then back at night again. What empty lives unless Christ had entered into them, unless they have part in this city. The world wants you to go tread the same path of an empty life, and not have your heart filled with this city that is coming down from God.

The city is worthy of God; it comes down from God “having the glory of God”. The stamp of God is in the city; what a vessel it is. O that my own heart was filled with it all the time. The city comes down, there is not a trace of the world in it. We read today, “the men whom thou gavest me out of the world” (John 17: 6), the Lord was looking forward to it. What the Spirit would form in the dispensation comes out in that city, not a worldly element in that city, it is coming down. Satan will fall to make room for it, that is really what will take place, but the city comes down, the grace of the city you might say in controlled descent, because she is conscious of the love of Christ. Is that not wonderful? Does it not fill your heart? Do you not want more of the love of Christ? So it says, “coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”. And then it says, “having a great and high wall”. You might say, What can get into it? Well, God is just showing the peculiar exclusivity of the city. Others will come into it, Abraham, Moses, David, think of all these great men, and many others will come into the city. They will not be part of it but they will come into it. Think of walking down the street of gold, think of these men coming in—O what a city, worthy of these men to come in, and lie down in the kingdom and enjoy the wealth of the city. What a concept! Never has a place in man’s mind; that is why God protected it from the mind of man. He says, I will bring you into some understanding of it, so He did that. 

So in Acts 9, I think these are precious hours and days after the conversion of Saul of Tarsus and his mind and outlook was changed by God; do not doubt it for a minute. Did he spend three days thinking of all he was before? I think that was dealt with so quickly, not only what he was in himself, what he pursued, but his links with Judaism were dealt with, and when he prayed I think he was thinking of the “me”, thinking of God’s view of the assembly. I am not going on to what Ananias said because Ananias was at least three days behind in what he had heard. I think Saul of Tarsus had the view of the assembly and that was filling his prayers. He was thinking of those he had beaten maybe, but he thought of the “me”. “Why dost thou persecute me?” That man’s eyes were no longer on himself. I think that is what hinders, our eyes being too much on ourselves and we do not make progress. Saul of Tarsus’ progress was extraordinary. He got clear of his links with Judaism, he got clear of everything of himself and all that he thought of was the Man. He had been affected by the light that shone round about him out of heaven. The Lord spoke to him; what a change to that man, and he got a different view than he ever had before. He was ready to be taken by the hand to Damascus, he was ready to see the saints in Damascus; what progress he made because he was finished with everything bar Christ. O that we could have that! O that we could finish with everything bar Christ! 

This man made progress and he was praying, and the Lord says, “behold, he is praying”. Not that he prayed, not that it was past, or that he was about to kneel down. It says, “And he was three days without seeing, and neither ate nor drank”. The Lord says to Ananias, “Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, he is of Tarsus—for, behold, he is praying”. It was characteristic now. He had a vision while he was praying, and he saw the good side of Ananias. He did not hear what Ananias said to the Lord. He saw in a vision “a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see”. There was no option for Ananias; he was named already to the object that he was to serve; there was no way round it. The Lord tells Ananias he was named. He does not say, Well, whoever it is I will get someone in Damascus to do the job, but someone by name Ananias coming and putting his hand on him that he may see. His eyes were blinded with the light and now he sees. Is that not wonderful? Young brother and sister, lay aside things that hinder you and be characterised by prayer. 

Now when you come to the end of Deuteronomy what a man Moses is. He was told to carry the people in his bosom and he did well, but there comes a time when he has to suffer for calling them rebels. God will not have that; God will not have His view of His people spoiled. Dear brother and sister, remember how God views the brethren. When people speak against the brethren they are on dangerous ground, and here he says, “Yea, he loveth the peoples”. I think Moses comes to this view in chapter 34, he sees the land stretched before him. He sees the land anticipating the saints in it, all the saints. Pray for all the saints. The higher you go in the epistles the further you see, Ephesians, Colossians, all the saints. If you are on the ground you do not see so many but the higher you go the more you see. Here Moses gets a view of the people, a view of the land. What a man he was. He was an honoured servant. He did call the people rebels and he had to carry the punishment of that. God is fair, but it is a serious matter having to do with God, and here He is having to do with Moses at the end of his life. 

There was no burial like that of Moses. It has been said in ministry that God was his undertaker and God dug his grave. God knew that a challenge would be made, and when the devil demanded the body of Moses. Michael the archangel disputed with him. Dear brother and sister, if you are the Lord’s the devil will never get your body. Remember that. The bodies of the saints are precious and they are needed in view of resurrection. As to Moses, the undertaker as I say was God and He dug his grave, and no one knows where he was buried. That body was needed. God brought him there on the mount of transfiguration. No man knows the sepulchre of Moses, that is all God’s matter. Moses and Elias were there on the mount. God reserves the rights over the bodies of the saints. Do not allow temporary enjoyment of sin and give the enemy an advantage, devote yourself. 

We have to acquire a taste for the truth, and I say start with a little, and then the next day a little more, and you will find that you acquire a taste. Every time I open a book I just wonder, it just quickens my affections. The Scriptures first, and every help in ministry, quickens your affections. What life comes out of it because the Spirit helps you in reading right material. 

In Acts 18, Paul comes to Corinth. Paul’s way was a suffering way; extraordinary suffering including martyrdom. He says to Timothy, “what sufferings happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra”, 2 Timothy 3: 11. He had suffered but the Lord gave him a touch here. He gave him a little insight into His mind. He says, “I have much people in this city”. He must have thought about it many times when He had to do with Corinth, the mixture, the corruption that entered into the city and even at the end of the second epistle many had not judged it. He must have thought of the Lord’s word, “Fear not, but speak and be not silent; because I am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city”. The servant was protected and given an insight into God’s mind for that city. You need to get some impression of what God’s mind is for your city, where you are local. There is some impression you get from God as to our own cities. I come from a very dark city amongst men. God’s mind must be secured as to that city. Now here the Lord says, “speak and be not silent”. We were noticing on Wednesday night in Acts 5 that the testimony was that they stood and spoke, and then those of the opposition that were against the testimony admitted that the men that they had put in prison were standing and speaking. They were not overcome by the opposition, they were not apologetic, they stood and spoke. 

Now finally I just want to touch in 2 Timothy 2, in the light of public breakdown, dear brother and sister, the little gem that came to my own heart through it was this word, “he shall be a vessel”. I thought, is that not wonderful? There is first of all the vessels, gold and silver, wooden and earthen, but then it says, “he shall be a vessel”. Have you considered what you are as an individual in a broken day? Are you overcome by the difficulties, the wave of corruption that is going through the world and the deceit of it? It is the craft of the devil that is in the world today that has an appearance of rightness and yet far from the truth. It says, “he shall be a vessel”. It is no longer all those who were in the great house but it says that of the individual. You cannot take yourself out of it exactly but you learn to act in it as a vessel, you are usable. It says “to honour, sanctified”. These two things, honour and sanctified. That is the Lord’s mind for you today, every one in this room, a “vessel to honour, sanctified”. That is God’s view of the individual. There is no company position recognised, individual faithfulness is called for today and it says, “sanctified, serviceable”, to whom? Yourself? No, “serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. 

That is, as I understand it, a little bit of the curtain of mystery removed, we get the Lord’s mind for us in the broken day we are in, so that each one of us may be more honourable, more sanctified, serviceable to the Master. How precious. Then you find what is collective. As we know the great house in 2 Timothy is not the house of God in the first epistle. The house of God in the first epistle remains, while its public character is not the same. We have to admit that. The public character has changed but the house of God still remains, it exists; but the great house in 2 Timothy is what things have become in the hands of man; confusion and all mixture in the public profession, what is real and unreal is in the public profession, and therefore it comes down to the individual. You anticipate the vessel, the assembly coming down and then you look at the individual. Do you appreciate it? Do you despise it or do you appreciate one vessel?—it is most important. Looking at the individual we learn to value the brethren, and it says, “to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. What an encouragement to us. May these words just encourage us a little and help us to see a clear way through. The will of God is directing us out of the world. The steps of Christ were out of the world and the steps of the assembly are following that too. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
15 September 2007 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 21:9-14 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Acts 9:1-12 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. [7] But the men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one. [8] And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one. But leading [him] by the hand they brought him into Damascus. [9] And he was three days without seeing, and neither ate nor drank. [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see.

Deuteronomy 33:3 (JND) [3] Yea, he loveth the peoples, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words.

Deuteronomy 34:1-6 (JND) [1] And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And Jehovah shewed him the whole land, Gilead to Dan, [2] and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the hindmost sea, [3] and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, to Zoar. [4] And Jehovah said unto him, This is the land that I swore unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. [5] And Moses the servant of Jehovah died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of Jehovah. [6] And he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-Peor; and no man knows his sepulchre to this day.

2 Timothy 2:21 (JND) [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

Acts 18:9-10 (JND) [9] And the Lord said by vision in [the] night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

Romans 11:33 (JND) [33] O depth of riches both of [the] wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways!

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (JND) [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone,

Romans 8:6 (JND) [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

2 Peter 1:18 (JND) [18] and this voice *we* heard uttered from heaven, being with him on the holy mountain.

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 18 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. …

2 Timothy 3:11 (JND) [11] persecutions, sufferings: what [sufferings] happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra; what persecutions I endured; and the Lord delivered me out of all.

Acts 5 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. [3] But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



PLEASING HIM WHO HAS ENLISTED US

R. Taylor

2 Timothy 2: 3, 4; Genesis 24: 21; Ruth 2: 5–7; Daniel 1: 8, 9 

I just call attention to this verse in Timothy, dear brethren, as to pleasing Him who has enlisted us. The contrast to that is being entangled with the affairs of life and that is something that tests us all. To be entangled is a very stressful thing. If you get caught in a thorn bush, you get entangled in it and struggle to get your way out. It is like being caught in a mesh and there is only one way to get out and that is to cut it. The affairs of this life—that was Martha, she got distracted with the affairs of this life; not unrighteous things, but she got troubled with them. You will find, if you just look back at these things, you can see that these people become very discontented. Martha was complaining, and that is a very easy thing to do, it was maybe quite just what she was saying, but she was entangled. Paul is contrasting that to one going as a soldier. In wartime soldiers are conscripted. Volunteers are what they have nowadays and they are calling out for them; but there is nobody in Christianity who is a volunteer. Paul said, “God, who ... called me by his grace”, Galatians 1: 15. He was conscripted, called into it. Volunteers think that it is a credit to them, and they think they can go out when they like, but as a soldier you are conscripted. 

God has called us, and what a calling it is, dear brethren, “called me by his grace”, Paul says. What joy filled Paul’s heart as he thought of what he had been called into. Once an insolent overbearing man, there he was entangled with the affairs of this life. He was into all sorts of things. He thought he was righteous, but it did not hinder God from calling him. He “called me by his grace”, and he was enlisted; “that he may please him who has enlisted him”. May our hearts, dear brethren, appreciate the grace that has enlisted us. We are in a world that is going on to destruction, judgment, but He has called us out of it. He has enlisted us into something better. And a sense of that in our souls is to give each one of us this desire that “he may please him who has enlisted him”. It is a very interesting thing to look at scriptures and see persons in whom God found pleasure. Some of them He calls them by name. Some names He repeats twice, “Abraham, Abraham”, “Moses, Moses”, and others. He shows His pleasure in the persons who are seeking to please Him. 

I read of Rebecca as someone who, in type, was pleasing to the Spirit. It says that the man was astonished at her. None of the persons that I read of were conspicuous, outstanding persons. Rebecca was a young maiden but there was something about her that the man was astonished at, seeing the work of God. That is what God finds His delight in. He does not find His delight in the things that men would praise, but He finds His delight in seeing the work of God expressing itself in the souls. How delightful Rebecca was to the Spirit. You wonder at it. It says, “the man was astonished at her”. He had come out, as the Spirit has come, seeking vessels who will make room for Him. That is one of the things that the man says to Rebecca, “Is there room ...?” (Genesis 24: 23). The Spirit would say that to us tonight dear brethren, “Is there room ...?” She says, there is plenty of room to spare. 

She was not entangled with the affairs of this life. Had she been entangled she would have said, ‘Well I have got this, and the next thing, all pressing on me, I will do what I can’. No, but she says, There is plenty of room. The man was astonished at her. And you see how delightful she was to the Spirit. He unfolded to her some of the secrets that he had in his own treasure. All the treasures of his master were under his hand, and that is what is under the hand of the Spirit dear brethren, all the treasures of his master. That is what was here available to Rebecca typically. Think of these silver things, gold things, clothing. Something she was suitable to be entrusted with. That is something to desire dear brethren. That there is something in us that is suitable to receive what the Spirit would bring out from the great treasures of God. He had the treasures of his master all under his hand, and he delighted to unfold them to her. He brought forth silver and gold and clothing and gave them to Rebecca. 

How ready the Spirit is to impart, but if we are entangled with the affairs of this life the Spirit is hindered. He still has them but He has them available to persons who are ready to make room for Him. So you see how beautifully she comes into the great thoughts of divine purpose. Things that in that time, and in our time too, are hidden from man, the great things that God has prepared for them that love Him. So Rebecca comes into some of the joy of that. I do not know if any of these people knew very much about Isaac, maybe they knew of him as a distant relative, but here is Rebecca and she comes to know Isaac as the son of the Father’s love, the one in whom everything is deposited. What treasures He is prepared to open up to us as we are committed to please Him who has enlisted us. 

Well, she takes her journey. What a journey it must have been. What a pull there was. Each of these persons could have put forward a very legitimate reason for doing something else. She could have said, ‘Well I will have to ask my father and mother or brother. I will have to see what they say about it’. No, she was not hindered by the affairs of this life, nor was she hindered by the pull of nature. Natural things have to be attended to but the Spirit gives us power to rise against the pull of them. And how strong it is dear brethren, none of us is immune from it. It can overtake us any time, but the Spirit gives us the power to rise above the pull of it. That is what Rebecca does. She says, “I will go” (Genesis 24: 58). I would have liked to have seen the servant’s face as he heard those words, and as the Spirit would hear it from us tonight, dear brethren. She had been asked, “Wilt thou go with this man?” And she said, “I will go”. She must have been attracted by the way the servant spoke, as she was drawn to him to know those secrets that came out. 

Well, I read of Ruth, another young woman, who was tested by the affairs of this life. Her mother-in-law says to her, ‘Well just you go back. There is not much future in the things I have to face. My journey back is going to be a difficult one’, and it was; she even called herself, Mara—bitterness. That is how she felt. She felt quite bitter in her spirit. But there Ruth goes to this area, and I only call attention to how she was delightful to Christ, as typified in Boaz. He says, “Whose maiden is this?” (Ruth 2: 5). There must have been many of them there who had a better claim to Boaz than she had at this time. But he says, “Whose maiden is this?” And there was someone who was able to give a good commendation about her. He says, “And she came, and has continued from the morning until now—her sitting in the house has been little as yet”. She was not entangled with the affairs of this life. Naomi was sitting in the house. She might have asked her, ‘Just you stay with me today and keep me company, I have sorrow in my heart’ and so on but she says, ‘I must be going’. Sitting in the house—now that is not an unrighteous thing—but she was not content to succumb to that. “Her sitting in the house has been little as yet”. She was industrious. She was anxious to fill her soul with the heavenly food, she was gleaning among the reapers. It was not the easiest of jobs, a most difficult job, her back must have been sore, but you see how she is growing in her soul. You go over these chapters and you see she is able to carry six measures of barley, fresh impressions of Christ. She is a type of a young woman who has committed herself to the things of Christ. 

And then of Daniel it says, “Daniel purposed in his heart”. Now if anybody had an excuse for leaving things and being depressed by the breakdown it was Daniel. He was in the most difficult of circumstances. Taken captive, you may say publicly he was ensnared in the things of this life, because he had been taken captive, but he found a way out of that to be pleasing to Him who had enlisted him. You go over the book and you see the prayers he makes to God and he was heard for his prayers. He is one of the men who is called “greatly beloved”, Daniel 10: 11. He was pleasing Him who had enlisted him. May it encourage our hearts dear brethren, seeing these simple persons who committed themselves. It says, “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food”. What a temptation this world has in its pull on us in different spheres, as persons in the flesh, in sport, and in the fashions of the world, and all these other things that would appeal to us. Daniel said he would not pollute himself. He would not become worldly. He would not be overcome by the circumstances in which he was, although they pressed him hard to submit. And they were very tempting. 

Who would rather have pulse instead of wine and the king’s delicate food? Well Satan will offer you everything, and Christendom offers you everything. You can get whatever you want in Christendom. You can get enough to dull your conscience and go on with worldly things. That is one of the delusions of Satan today. In the world there are all kinds of denominations and sects that will give you a form of Christianity, and they will allow you to do what you like. You will be entangled with the affairs of this life and you will lose the joy of being pleasing to the Master. Daniel was pleasing Him who had enlisted him. He had purpose of heart. May we know more of this purpose of heart. Captured as he was, breakdown all around, but he was sustained by some impressions of Christ that he had. 

Where did he get them? He got them by the Spirit and reading. It says, “I Daniel understood by the books”, Daniel 9: 2. He did not take his bearings from things around and say, ‘Well that is what they are doing and I will fall in with it’. He understood by the books that all that was going on was passing. They were in Babylon in captivity but the breakdown is not God’s purpose; His thoughts are centred in Jerusalem. Daniel had assembly light in type, if I may call it that; he had the light of another day. Surrounded by enemies then but Jerusalem was the city of God, the city of the great king, and Daniel’s heart was set on it. He was an assembly person and that became his chief joy. Amidst all the things he had to do, and he did them righteously, but three times a day, the windows of his house being open toward Jerusalem, he prayed before his God. It is like David, “If I forget thee. Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill; If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to my palate”, Psalm 137: 5, 6. He was pleasing Him who had enlisted him. He was drawn into the great sphere of what God’s interests were. God’s interests today, dear brethren, are not on the affairs of this life. He helps us in them, but He wants us to be pleasing Him who has enlisted us. May it be so that they are more in our hearts as they were in Daniel’s. For Christ’s name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
9 March 2010 

EDITOR’S NOTE OF AMENDMENT 

In the November 2010 issue of NOTES OF MINISTRY, page 23, the reference at the end of Mr. J. B. Stoney’s extract should read—Vol. 12, pp.76–78. 
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Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.

Genesis 24:21 (JND) [21] And the man was astonished at her, remaining silent, to know whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not.

Ruth 2:5-7 (JND) [5] And Boaz said to his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose maiden is this? [6] And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish maiden who came back with Naomi out of the fields of Moab; [7] and she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers. And she came, and has continued from the morning until now: her sitting in the house has been little as yet.

Daniel 1:8-9 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs.

Galatians 1:15 (JND) [15] But when God, who set me apart [even] from my mother's womb, and called [me] by his grace,

Genesis 24:23 (JND) [23] and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room [in] thy father's house for us to lodge?

Genesis 24:58 (JND) [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.

Ruth 2:5 (JND) [5] And Boaz said to his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose maiden is this?

Daniel 10:11 (JND) [11] And he said unto me, O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words which I speak unto thee, and stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent. And as he spoke this word unto me, I stood trembling.

Daniel 9:2 (JND) [2] in the first year of his reign, I Daniel understood by the books that the number of the years, whereof the word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah the prophet, for the accomplishment of the desolations of Jerusalem, was seventy years.

Psalms 137:5-6 (JND) [5] If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget [its skill]; [6] If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to my palate: if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.
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