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BRIGHTNESS

G. C. McKay 

Luke 24: 1–8; 2 Samuel 23: 1–5; 2 Peter 1: 16–19; Revelation 22: 16, 17 

I would seek grace, dear brethren, to speak a little about brightness. It is easy to become despondent and gloomy. Some of us may have more of a tendency to that than others, but I would like to speak about the brightness that marks Christianity, and above all marks Christ Himself, and marks believers in the Lord Jesus. There is a very full provision in the Scriptures for every matter, everything that arises in our lives and experiences, and there is certainly very full provision to keep us bright and to keep our faces shining, to help us to rise above whatever it might be that would cast us down and cause despondency. Luke’s gospel is marked by a certain positive help in this way. He is positive even as to Jerusalem. Luke approaches Jerusalem as safeguarding in his mind all the divine thoughts connected with it. 

He does not treat it exactly as other gospel writers do, as completely setting it aside. He looks for what is positive and he brings in what is bright. 

As a companion of Paul I think he must have been a very helpful associate. Paul knew what it was to be cast down, “cast down, but not destroyed”, 2 Corinthians 4: 9. He records in 2 Corinthians how much he went through, and he even refers to despair coming into his experience, at one time despairing even of living (2 Corinthians 1: 8). Luke as a companion of Paul would be a person marked by a certain brightness of spirit, a certain positive encouraging way of speaking and of looking at things. He begins his gospel with the great dawning of mercy on man in the incoming of the Lord Jesus. There is the reference in Luke 1 by Zacharias to “the bowels of mercy of our God; wherein the dayspring from on high has visited us, to shine upon them who were sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1: 78, 79). The light I suppose was for the Jews, for Zacharias would be speaking as a Jew, and “the dayspring from on high” had visited them. If we go to Matthew we find that the light was also for the Gentiles, for the light that sprang up in darkness was in the area of Galilee, as the prophet had foretold, “the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali—the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations—the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light”, Isaiah 9: 1, 2. Thus the Lord Jesus came in as shining. 

There was a dawn for the human race in the incoming of the Lord Jesus. He is depicted in these scriptures typically as shining, as coming in as the dawn, and this has a bearing on us as to whether we understand what it is for Christ to shine upon us. That comes into Ephesians, that we might be asleep, we might be in lethargy, we might be morally lacking life, but we are to wake up and rise from the dead. Paul says, “and the Christ shall shine upon thee”, Ephesians 5: 14. That is what I have in mind, that there might be some sense of divine shining. We had it in the reading, the blessing that was placed on the children of Israel by Aaron and his sons, the shining of the face of God, and that shining as we know is in the face of Jesus at the present time. The whole matter of shining began in the incoming of Christ, this dayspring from on high that visited the people that were in darkness, God’s mercy entering into it, “the bowels of mercy of our God”. 

Then as Luke proceeds in his account he describes the angelic celebration of the incoming of Christ, and how as the angels were giving that testimony the glory of the Lord shone around them. There is a shining at that point and it shone around the shepherds. You find that also on the mount, a bright cloud, and the disciples entered into it, so that we can come into an area of shining, where divine glory is, where despondency and gloom can be dispelled. We have a divine 

provision in grace to meet every situation, to lift our hearts and lead them towards Christ where He is, and to Christ as He is going to come in glory. What a shining there is going to be at that time! And so Luke pursues this positive line, and where we read in chapter 24 we have these women who had entered the tomb and had not found the body of the Lord Jesus. 

Faithful women, lovers of Christ, they were in perplexity and thought they were facing death. 

They entered into the tomb and as they were there Luke records that suddenly there was help for them. Even in the face of death, for they assumed that Christ was still dead, at the tomb, even in that setting, there is a shining. There could be, of course, because the Lord Jesus was raised. Really the shining for us now depends on that. Not only do we have His incoming, and the perfection of His life, as Mr Darby says, 

‘Thy path of true perfection 

Was light on all around’. (Hymn 189) 

—not only that, but we are now in the light of a risen Christ. How much shining therefore should mark us! It marks Christianity, brightness, not darkness nor despair nor gloom. And so, “two men suddenly stood by them in shining raiment”. There they were, two angels I suppose, but they are not described as angels, but as “two men”, and their garments were shining. If you look into what the word ‘shining’ is there, and the footnote gives a clue to it, it means the shining of lightning, like a flash of lightning. That is the thought in it, it is the extreme brightness of the raiment of these two men. And there is a lesson in that for us. 

The Lord Jesus is raised and the testimony is going to continue in divine power, and it is going to go on brightly. If we are following the path of the just we will know what that is, 

“the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come”, Proverbs 4: 18. Think of that—going on. We had that in the reading, we must go on. If we are to increase in brightness we have to go on. If we go back we become dejected like the two on 

the way to Emmaus; the Lord Jesus asked them why they were downcast. But if we go on, as Paul, in the path of the just, then there is a brightening and it is going to end in the day being fully come, in that blessed day that we are looking forward to, the day of Christ. How precious to think of it! Well, here are these women and they are immediately helped, impressed by this. There are powerful bright witnesses there to the resurrection of Christ, and that things are going to proceed in divine power, and that they are going to contain this element of shining. It should be so with us. So they give the women instruction, “He is not here, but is risen”. What a rebuke, “Why seek ye the living one among the dead?”, and then, “remember how he spoke to you”. So they bring in the words of Jesus, what He had taught them in Galilee, how having been crucified He would rise the third day, and they remembered His words. 

When we get downcast sometimes one of the reasons is that our memories are not very good, we are not remembering the words of the Lord Jesus. We can serve one another very often by reminding one another of things, and certainly this is very beautiful that they remembered what the Lord Jesus had said, and confirmation came into their souls. What the angels were saying was what the Lord Jesus had told them already; and they remembered His words and returned from the sepulchre, and light came in. There was no more perplexity then. We do not need to be in perplexity and clouds and darkness. Things can be made perfectly clear in our souls, clear before our view, clear in our lives. I know difficulties arise, we know that only too well, and clouds too and fog and lack of discernment, but it does not need to be so. 

The thought is that the Lord Jesus would act in such a way as to bring us into the shining, so that there might be clarity with us and no perplexity, the words of the Lord Jesus brought back to our memory, and the present divine testimony assuring our souls. We need assurance. 

As we go along, one of the great features in our meetings is that divine assurance comes into the soul. As you listen to the ministry, and hear one and another speaking, the scriptures begin to speak themselves to us, and assurance comes into the soul. 

Now in 2 Samuel 23, David the king speaks about Christ. It is very fine to think that David was given such last words as these. David, who had been through so much adversity but had been raised up on high and anointed, the one who was the sweet psalmist of Israel, went out speaking of Christ. He finished brightly in his last words bearing testimony to a King greater than him, the Lord Jesus, “The ruler among men”. He speaks prophetically, oracularly. “David the son of Jesse saith”—“saith” is an oracular word, indicating a word from God directly. He says that God spoke to him and said, “The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God”. This will all be fulfilled no doubt in its fulness when the Lord Jesus, the just Ruler, does appear. There is not that now in the world. In God’s mercy, in government there are rulers who restrain evil, and no doubt God uses them, but this is going to be the Ruler who is just, “Ruling in the fear of God”. It is a terrible thing that nowadays we are in a world where the fear of God is not known, nor does it seem to actuate some of those that are given responsible positions. But in the future it is going to be like this. It is future in one sense (though I do not want to leave it that way), the incoming of the Lord Jesus. He is going to shine in this world. When He comes in and establishes His rule here and becomes the Ruler among men, “he shall be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun”. The rising of the sun suggests not only the brightness, but the power that is going to be in the reign of Christ. He is going to be the Ruler. He is our Ruler now, He is our Lord, and He has power, and He would shine upon us. Then “he shall be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds”. How blessed that is going to be. 

Now, the believer does not need to wait until the 

millennium for this. Christ can shine on you now in this way. If you lift your eyes from the difficulties, whatever it might be that might preoccupy you, your own history or failure, or whatever it might be, you can lift your eyes; and you can be sure of this, Christ is shining. He would shine on you. Get a view of Christ. If you get a view of Him in your exercises you will find that His face is shining, He will shine on you. He brings in authority, He is the Lord, He is the Ruler, He is like the rising of the sun. He will bring authority into your soul, but as you are subject to Him, you will have some sense of His grace in what He can be for you, and the fact that He can dispel the darkness. He does it in the glad tidings. The darkness in our souls was dispelled because Christ came in there, for darkness has to go when the Lord Jesus comes in. It cannot stay before Him. All the power of the enemy could not stay before the Lord Jesus. He cast out demons, 

Disease, and death, and demon, 

All fled before Thy word, 

As darkness, the dominion 

Of day’s returning lord!’ (Hymn 189) 

He is going to dispel the darkness in this dark, corrupt world. The secrets of men, what are they? Even what we know is awful. The Lord Jesus is going to come in and He is going to dispel the darkness, and assert His rule, and He is going to shine upon His own too. There are going to be those who look for Him, that love His appearing, and He is going to shine upon them; but that can happen now. You can discover a morning without clouds. Do you have clouds in your soul? Is there something cloudy in your soul, something not clear, something indefinite, some doubt? What you need is for the Lord Jesus to shine upon you. You want this rising of the sun, you want this morning without clouds. He is a blessed risen Man. He has dealt with death itself, He has annulled him that had the might of death, so that even death for the believer is not what it is for the unregenerate man. Indeed death is yours, says Paul. He is the Victor, the Conqueror, the One that is out of death, and everything is established immutably in the Lord Jesus out of death. The certainty of things lies in Christ risen from the dead; the fulfilment of things for God; the certainty of things for your soul and mine. He is the One who has gone into death for us. 

His whole work involved that not only did He die for us but He was buried and He was raised again. It says, “has been raised for our justification”, Romans 4: 25. You say, Was it not enough that He died? Scripture says, He was “delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”. So everything is settled, no one can point a finger. How can they? All is established in the risen Christ who has borne our sins, and exhausted God’s judgment. God’s satisfaction in Him and in His work is attested in a risen Christ, and now everything is settled. 

That is where certainty is. The Lord Jesus as risen would shine upon your soul. “When from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth”. I suppose most of us would know at times what aridity of soul is. You feel the lack of life, a lack of what is springing up. Well, this is the answer to it. The Lord Jesus would bring in what is necessary. 

There is the rain, but it is from the sunshine after the rain that the green grass springs up. You find the springing up of something in your soul, life by the Spirit springing up in your soul, and it does so as you are in the shining of Christ. We need the sun, and we need the rain too. 

Then David says that God had made with him “an everlasting covenant, Ordered in every way and sure”. It is just what I am saying, You see a risen Christ, you understand everything is established on a solid basis eternally, and you can come into certainty in your soul. Well, David has to be humble. He speaks about his house not being so; he has to admit to his own failings. We have to do that too, but then he has certainty in Christ, speaking prophetically about the Lord Jesus. So has that day dawned on you? Has the light of the morning shone in your soul? 

Are the clouds still there, or is everything bright and clear, the face of Jesus shining on you so that there is certainty in your soul and there is life springing up towards God? 

Now Peter is an apostle who is very much taken up with glory. If you read his epistles you will be struck with that. He is taken up with two things as far as I can see, with sufferings and with glory. He was writing to suffering believers, those Jews of the dispersion who were clearly suffering, “put to grief by various trials”, 1 Peter 1: 6. He is writing to a dispersed people suffering, even suffering under the government of God, persons that might be liable to depression, persons persecuted in a way that we have not known. Peter was writing to such persons and he mingles what he says with glory. Right through he brings in the glory. The reason he brings in the glory is that it is in his own soul. We spoke of Luke and his disposition, the beloved physician, how bright he would be, now here is Peter, a great authoritative apostle, and he would bring the glory before you. He speaks about believers loving the Lord Jesus without seeing Him, and he says that although they are suffering they “exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory”, 1 Peter 1: 8. He says the kind of joy that believers can have is a joy that is “filled with the glory”, and he speaks several times about “the revelation of Jesus Christ”. And so whatever the circumstances are, governmentally even, or in times of suffering, there is an answer to it. 

Peter had the answer in his own soul. The answer is that there is glory that is going through, it is even seen at the present time. He brings in the person reproached in the name of Christ, and the Spirit of glory resting on him (1 Peter 4: 14), as if there is a little shining already even in the time of reproach and suffering, some glimpse, some shaft of glory in a saint reproached in the name of Christ. As you confess the name of the Lord Jesus you come into reproach. Then think there is a touch of glory coming in, “the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God”. Already there is a touch of glory, whether men can appreciate it or not, the Spirit of glory is there. It goes with the sufferings. The apostle says that the prophets spoke of “the sufferings which belonged to Christ, and the glories after these”, 1 Peter 1: 11. Yet even at the present time there can be glory in testimony, and certainly there is to be glory in the souls of the saints. 

So in the second epistle, where we read, Peter is getting ready to go, just as David was in 2 Samuel 23, so he says, “after my departure”. He is going to leave something with the saints, and it is quite clear that what he wants to leave with them is what he saw on the mount, he wants to leave the glory in their souls, so that they might be assured and have some sense of 

“the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”. As we have often remarked, he does not speak now of his own failure on the mount. It is not that he had not judged that, I am sure, or that he was afraid to mention it, but he was too filled with the glory to think of anything else; so he brings forward the glory that he saw, “For he received from God the Father honour and glory”. This is not a cleverly imagined fable, this is an eye-witness account. He might have added, there were three of us there and we saw His glory and we heard the voice. We can read in Matthew too about that bright cloud that they entered into, the bright cloud that shone around Christ, a cloud of glory, and then this voice was uttered by the excellent glory. “The excellent glory” alludes to God Himself, the Father, and then there are divine affections entering into it. Think of that, glory and love united, the excellent glory saying, “This is my beloved Son”. Glory and love can go together. They did when Christ was raised, for the Father raised Him by His glory, and you can be sure that that was not only by His power. It was by His mighty power in which He “wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead” (Ephesians 1: 20), but all the Father’s affections were towards Christ as He took Him out of the grave. It must be so, “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father” (Romans 6: 4), glory and love were there. 

And so we have this “prophetic word made surer”. Peter wants to reassure the saints, he wants to make things sure for them. They had the prophetic word and it was a lamp, very useful too in an obscure place. The prophets were shining a certain light, but it was just a lamp; we have more than a lamp now, we have the shining of Christ Himself. What the prophets were told we have now in reality, the shining that is in the face of the Lord Jesus, the glory has come in. Then it says, “until the day dawn and the morning star arise in your hearts”. He puts the dawn before the morning star. In looking forward to the coming of the Lord Jesus we speak often of the rapture, and that is right, the assembly’s peculiar portion, but we must include the appearing. The coming of the Lord Jesus involves both these things, and those that love Him love both thoughts. 

So there is the day dawning, which would suggest that already in the hearts of the saints they can see a glimpse of the day of the Lord’s vindication in glory, and then they have the Morning Star, that is Christ Himself. It is a peculiar appellation, the morning star, referring to what comes before the full light of day, Christ already in the heart of the assembly. I had often thought that the only person really that speaks about the rapture is Paul, although in John 14 too the Lord Jesus speaks of coming and receiving us to Himself, but I came across a remark by an honoured servant, that when “the morning star” is alluded to there is a hint of the rapture in it. Christ is so near, He is coming, He presents Himself in Revelation that way, He is just coming. So this is all in view of confirming the saints: the prophetic word, then the testimony of the eye-witnesses on the mount, and then in this sense that in the hearts of the saints the day can dawn and the Morning Star can arise. 

Now in Revelation 22 we have this precious passage, often spoken about, a direct appeal from the Lord Jesus to our hearts. He presents Himself—how touching! He says, “I Jesus have sent mine angel”. Well that suggests a certain 

distance which the book of Revelation involves, things being sent through an angel, but He says “I Jesus”. He brings Himself near. Then He says what He is, “I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star”. He presents Himself. Think of that, the Lord Jesus presenting Himself to our hearts. He is doing it, not some other witness or servant testifying to His glory or commending Him. It is the Lord Jesus commending Himself to our affections, 

“I am the root and offspring of David”. He is coming in in power and glory. He is the true David, the root of David and the offspring of David, great David’s greater Son. He is the One who Himself is the source of all that ever shone in David. His deity being involved; then He is the offspring of David, for everything that was promised to David will be assured in Christ, He will take it all up. Every promise, every divine thought secured in Christ. 

Then He says, “the bright and morning star”. You see it is a direct appeal. The Lord Jesus is saying this to our hearts. He is saying, That is what I am. Think of it, it is a direct appeal to our hearts. It is not simply the record that He is coming, or Peter’s valuable testimony as to it, but it is the Lord Jesus presenting Himself to our hearts, saying, I am the “bright and morning star”. We cannot be gloomy, or submerged in despair if we have “the bright and morning star” before us. This word ‘bright’ is added. The promise to the overcomer in Thyatira includes that he will be given “the morning star”, Revelation 2: 28. That is very beautiful too. 

In the darkest day of the church, when the candlestick has been taken away and the church is giving up faithfulness to Christ, the Morning Star is given to the overcomer, but here the Lord Jesus presents Himself as bright. May He be bright in our souls, and that will clear away the difficulties, it will help us and lift us up above everything else. 

Now another thing about this scripture, in addition to the personal presentation of Himself is that there is an answer to it. We get in other scriptures that persons love His appearing, 

looking forward to it. Paul was looking for the crown of righteousness that the righteous Judge would give him in that day (2 Timothy 4: 8). In this scripture someone answers, there is an answer—“the Spirit and the bride say, Come”, one divine Person here indwelling the assembly, and the assembly herself. There is an answer, they say “Come”. So there is a presentation that is answered to. What brightness it would bring into our souls if we had some sense of the Lord Jesus as “the bright and morning star”. He presents Himself, I believe, to the assembly. It is not for the world, it is not for the day of the millennium, it is at the present time that He is “the bright and morning star”. Then there is a kind of expansion of affection—“let him that hears say, Come”. If I say, Well, this sounds very wonderful but I am not in it, the Spirit would say, Come then; if you are hearing this, why do you not join in? “Let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come”. There is plenty to satisfy your soul here; “he that will, let him take the water of life freely”. 

Well these I believe are encouraging things. There is a scripture in Zechariah where Jehovah answered the angel, “good words, comforting words”, Zechariah 1: 13. That enters into our experience, “good words, comforting words”. We need them at the present time. The Lord is allowing so much to roll in upon us, such sorrows and such a variety of them, and all these illnesses—what can you say? We can say this, His intense love for the assembly lies behind it. It must be that what He does, His love lies behind it, and He is seeking to bring about in our hearts an answer to His love. I am sure He is seeking to bring us to this point where with the Spirit we will say, Come. At the end of the book too in verse 20, He repeats it. He that testifies these things adds something, He says, “Yea, I come quickly”. There will be no delay. 

And again there is an answer, “Amen; come, Lord Jesus”. May there be an answer in our hearts, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
21 June 2008 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:1-8 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. [4] And it came to pass as they were in perplexity about it, that behold, two men suddenly stood by them in shining raiment. [5] And as they were filled with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, Why seek ye the living one among the dead? [6] He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke to you, being yet in Galilee, [7] saying, The Son of man must be delivered up into the hands of sinners, and be crucified, and rise the third day. [8] And they remembered his words;

2 Samuel 23:1-5 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; [4] And [he shall be] as the light or the morning, [like] the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds; [When] from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth. [5] Although my house be not so before God, Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, Ordered in every way and sure; For [this is] all my salvation, and every desire, Although he make [it] not to grow.

2 Peter 1:16-19 (JND) [16] For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of *his* majesty. [17] For he received from God [the] Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom *I* have found my delight; [18] and this voice *we* heard uttered from heaven, being with him on the holy mountain. [19] And we have the prophetic word [made] surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until [the] day dawn and [the] morning star arise in your hearts;

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

2 Corinthians 4:9 (JND) [9] persecuted, but not abandoned; cast down, but not destroyed;

2 Corinthians 1:8 (JND) [8] For we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, as to our tribulation which happened [to us] in Asia, that we were excessively pressed beyond [our] power, so as to despair even of living.

Luke 1 (JND) [1] Forasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a relation concerning the matters fully believed among us, [2] as those who from the beginning were eye-witnesses of and attendants on the Word have delivered them to us, [3] it has seemed good to *me* also, accurately acquainted from the origin with all things, to write to thee with method, most excellent Theophilus, …

Luke 1:78-79 (JND) [78] on account of [the] bowels of mercy of our God; wherein [the] dayspring from on high has visited us, [79] to shine upon them who were sitting in darkness and in [the] shadow of death, to guide our feet into [the] way of peace.

Isaiah 9:1-2 (JND) [1] Nevertheless the darkness shall not be as when the distress was in the [land], at the time he at first lightly, and afterwards heavily, visited the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations: [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone.

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.

Proverbs 4:18 (JND) [18] But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come.

2 Samuel 23 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; …

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

1 Peter 1:6 (JND) [6] Wherein ye exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief by various trials,

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

1 Peter 1:11 (JND) [11] searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which [was] in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which [belonged] to Christ, and the glories after these.

2 Samuel 23 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; …

Ephesians 1:20 (JND) [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies,

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

Revelation 2:28 (JND) [28] and I will give to him the morning star.

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Zechariah 1:13 (JND) [13] And Jehovah answered the angel that talked with me good words, comforting words.



THE DISTINCTIVENESS OF THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

C. K. Robinson 

Ephesians 4: 30; Genesis 24: 22–25, 54–58, 64–67; Luke 10: 38–42; Judges 1: 14, 15; Galatians 5: 22, 23 

I would like to speak about the distinctiveness of the gift of the Holy Spirit. I trust in saying that, that I can address myself to every one here who has received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

If you have not, then I would desire by what is said in the early part, to stimulate you to seek to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. God has given many gifts. May I remind you of one or two gifts that God has perhaps given to you. I trust that you have known the gift of faith, a very important matter for any Christian. In fact it is a question if I would really speak to you as a Christian unless you have a real sense of the gift of faith, because the whole operation of God in this dispensation, and the characteristic principle of it is faith. So God has given the gift of faith. Personally I can say, and many others in this room, how thankful we are for the gift of faith. Faith makes divine things living and real. The enjoyment of them is by the power of the Spirit. I have thought of it that faith is like going into a dark room and someone turns the light on and you see what is in the room. The gift of faith is like that, you know the room is there and you know things are there, but you do not know what is there, you have no real grasp of them. God gives the gift of faith and there comes a point when the whole matter becomes “the substantiating of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11: 1), and faith begins to give you an entrance. 

Then you begin to realise that in the gospel God is presenting His beloved Son to you and faith operates in you, God having operated initially through new birth. Through the gospel, as you hear and ponder it, you realise that the work of Christ means something essentially personal to you. God gives you faith then to believe in the precious work of His beloved Son, both in having glorified God, but that also He has done it for you. The whole matter therefore becomes personal and that is what I want to come to. I want to come to the very personal and distinctive nature of the gift of the Spirit to you. 

So you come to it in the gospel that God has given you life and a belief in His beloved Son. Through repentance you have been brought to the blessing of forgiveness of sins and you know that your history, past, present and anything you do in your life while left down here, in the sight of God is met by the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses us from all sin and from all unrighteousness. But you can only be included in that if you believe it. It is not an all embracive statement. 

The epistles particularly are written to believers. I think we need to remember when reading the epistles that they are written to believers. Therefore the writer in writing to them can use the terms ‘us’ and ‘our’, and expressions like that as knowing who he was speaking to. What a wonderful matter it is that God has been prepared to give you forgiveness of sins. And then God also gives you faith to believe that Christ is out of death and you believe in the resurrection of Christ. I trust everyone here is a believer in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

What a wonderful matter it is and a privilege of speaking in a hall that is almost filled of people who believe that Christ is out of death, and that Jesus Christ’s blood has been shed so that our sinful history is met for time and for eternity. The enemy can never shake this because it is a God-given gift—faith in the resurrection; and then in Acts 9, belief that Jesus is the centre of another world altogether. God has extended the gift of faith and light from God becomes operational in the soul so that means that it is formed and functions and develops and we make progress. 

I want now to come to the gift of the Holy Spirit of God. To help in understanding the truth it is a great matter to grasp clearly that there is a Man in heaven and God is here in the Spirit. As you receive the gospel, you soon become exercised because God is the giver of the Holy Spirit of God as described here in this verse, a unique, particular, descriptive summary of the glorious Person whom we sang to in our hymn, owning His deity and appreciating His service. The revelation of God in this dispensation of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is not a one, two, three in seniority, but a glorious revelation of God with each Person taking their particular operational activity in the functioning of the Godhead. A precious matter for us is that one divine Person became Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, and came into a condition in which He could bear the guilt. As another has said, He came to pay a debt He did not owe, because we owed a debt we could not pay. How that magnifies the grace of Jesus. So I trust everyone here believes in the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and has some appreciation of the light of Christ as the centre of another world. He is not the centre of this world. Men have rejected Him. Our Saviour and Lord is now enthroned in glory, and following His exaltation into glory, after a precious period of ten days about which little is spoken or read or ministered, the Holy Spirit came down on the day of Pentecost and sat upon each one of the one hundred and twenty. So the gift of the Holy Spirit of God is personal to the believer. Why has God given you the Spirit? Have you ever contemplated that? Another has said in the truth that God has more to do in us than by us. God has given His Son for us, a wonderful matter, but He has also given His Spirit to us. Therefore the indwelling Spirit of God in a believer is a very, very precious asset. Through life you will be brought to the point that the greatest Friend you have on earth in spiritual things is the Holy Spirit of God. 

We often say, and it is right to say it, that we have been in fellowship for fifty years or for ten years or whatever, but now I put the question another way. How long would you say you have had the Spirit of God? Have you ever paused to consider how long? Then the next question is, how much way has the Spirit of God had in your life to form the blessed fruits that I will finish off with in the address, “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness”. Think of all these things being brought through. So the appeal is, “do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God”. 

I want now to draw from these three examples of persons that I believe did not grieve the Holy Spirit of God. Mr. James Taylor refers in one reading to the richness of scripture in Genesis 24. What does this mean? You can look into the Old Testament and find wonderful examples of men who bring out certain features of the Lord Jesus Christ in manhood. You may wonder about people like Isaac, Joseph, David, Moses to see and understand the glories of Jesus as brought out by the richness of scripture. What value is in the Scripture, and what value in the Bible readings of the saints, when the Bibles are opened and the Scriptures are being enquired into to bring out the blessed features of that blessed Man. But there are also some very fine feminine features. There is a fine series of readings by Mr. James Taylor on types of the assembly drawing from the various types of women in the early part of the books of Moses, and one of them is Rebecca. 

I think there is some point in your history when there is a distinctive intervention of God by the Spirit to prompt you in relation to divine things. Rebecca shows this. You can view Rebecca as a young person brought up in a preserved environment. Abraham longed to have a wife of the right lineage and quality for his son, Isaac, to whom he gave everything, and the mission is given to the servant, the eldest of his house, to take on this mission. If we bring that into New Testament language it all portrays and looks on to the Spirit’s mission. In coming from a glorified Christ, the Spirit indwells souls such as Rebecca speaks of, and such as each one of us. God has operated and preserved us to the point in our lives when we become amenable and usable, and then we grow in grace under the hand of the Holy Spirit of God with the end result being presentation to Christ. As we had in the reading, if ever there was a waterer, Rebecca was one. The first evidence you get of Rebecca’s activity in Genesis 24 was the watering service. The unselfish way she was prepared to water and provide drink for the camels, affected the Spirit looking on in type and He was astonished. Has any one of us done anything in our early Christian life that could cause divine Persons to be astonished? perhaps by the display of unselfish caring and devout interest in the things of God? 

The camels represent the resource of God in view of the journey, and Rebecca sees the need and she comes forward. I would encourage younger brothers and sisters, if you see a practical need like this, come forward and demonstrate it. The Holy Spirit is ready to take real strong leadership through promptings within your life and mine, and Rebecca brings that forward beautifully. Where I read in verse 22 the servant establishes clearly that something is happening in relation to Rebecca. The camels have drunk enough and the servant takes “a gold ring, of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, ten shekels weight of gold, and said, Whose daughter art thou?”. This is like the love of God being shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Have we touched the love of God, demonstrated in God’s love for us in Christ, but more than that now, the Holy Spirit of God given that the love of God would be shed abroad in our heart? He has given a tangible expression of His committal to us. 

Then the servant asks the question which is as relevant today as it was then, “Is there room …?”. Is there room in your life for the Holy Spirit? You say I have had the experience of knowing the Holy Spirit for twenty years, or fifty years; the question is still applicable, “Is there room ...?”. The Holy Spirit will not command, but will take the place that you give Him. So Rebecca shines bit by bit through the whole chapter. In verse 33 the servant says, “I have made known my business”. 

Think of each one of us as having received the Spirit of God, that the Spirit has a mission in relation to each one. This is not a general truth, but a specific truth, that the Spirit has a mission in relation to each believer. 

Let us not grieve the Holy Spirit, but desire to give Him a greater place than we have ever done so that He becomes the single source of power, of life, of character, of leading in our lives. We are walking in the Spirit according to Galatians, sowing to the Spirit, and praying in the Holy Spirit as normal evidences of spiritual life. All this reflects the Holy Spirit having the prime and influential place in our lives. Then the test comes for the Spirit says, “Send me away to my master”, the power to leave what is natural, the power to overcome what is social. Mr C. A. Coates says, in relation to Rebecca, that she represents the potential, but then it is the Holy Spirit that puts that potential into movement and into life. Have we a love for Christ? Have we some view of the day of presentation? Have we a view of what is before us as believers by way of our future and our presentation to Christ? The Holy Spirit has a clear mission in relation to us to make the things here less appealing, and the things there more appealing, because of the Person who is there. The Holy Spirit will confirm our attachment to a glorified Christ. Our place is not here, but there. As Mr Stoney’s hymn says, 

‘Hark! Happy saints! Loud lift your voice, 

Tell to the world how we rejoice— 

Yon heaven is our home. 

There lives our Head with glory crowned; 

And we as for His kingdom bound, 

All cry—Lord Jesus, come!’ (Hymn 7) 

This is all the motion of the Holy Spirit in you as a believer. Alongside of that by way of warning is the commercial and the public religious system which aims to stifle such promptings; let us all overcome by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for each other so that the saints prove the blessing and service of the Holy Spirit of God, and prove victory in relation to a heavenward outlook because Christ is there, and we are soon going to be there. So Rebecca is ready to leave her home, she is going to where Isaac is and the servant is going to take her there. Up to this point she had never seen him. Like us, as Peter says to the Jews, “whom, having not seen, ye love”, 1 Peter 1: 8. Do we converse with the Holy Spirit? Do we meditate? Do we ponder? Is the Holy Spirit making Christ glorified more attractive to you? Is the coming of the Lord Jesus at the rapture, and the presentation of the assembly then to Christ becoming more and more precious? Rebecca takes the veil and covers herself, she is exclusively for Isaac. She springs off the camel, and she takes her place as the chapter finishes when Isaac “took Rebecca, and she became his wife, and he loved her”. That is the culmination of a glorious journey, and will be the culmination for you and me at the moment of the rapture. 

I pass on to Luke 10, and I want to refer to Mary and what she represents, which is likewise one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. She is sitting restfully at the feet of Jesus listening to his word. This is not impossible in this commercially focused restless world. You say, I cannot even spare five minutes, never mind make time for this. I would appeal that we all take time to sit down and meditate upon the Lord Jesus and upon the things of Jesus Christ, and to seek the help of the Holy Spirit that we may prove something of the headship of Christ, and learn more of the things of Jesus Christ. Make time and take time. Time is under our own control; let us manage our time more. Actually we need to find and prove the Holy Spirit’s leading in the wilderness and that time is needed to meditate and ponder. Included in all of this, would be the preservation of the Lord’s day for the Lord Jesus and His things. The Lord loved this moment when Mary sat at His feet. He was in Bethany, and had come into the house of Martha. The Lord says Mary had chosen the good part. 

That is what every one of us should desire to do, that is to choose the good part. In this, we should prove the service of the Holy Spirit to occupy our mind and our affections, so that we bear fruit and grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus and the things of the Lord Jesus. The Holy Spirit would bring this experience of sitting at the feet of Jesus listening to His word closer to us. 

I was thinking this morning about a very practical test. If I was to go round this room and ask, Did everyone pick up a newspaper today? then probably the answer would be, Yes. If I was then to ask, Did everyone in this room pick up the Scriptures? would it still be, Yes? If I was to ask, Did everyone pray? Did everyone pick up a little bit of ministry either at the beginning of the day or at the end of the day? would the answer still be, Yes? Did we spend any time at all on these activities, or are we totally overtaken by the pace of life? Let us desire to sow to the Holy Spirit in order that we may grow spiritually, and that we may give more time and place to the Spirit. Let us not grieve the Holy Spirit of God. There is a touch of divine jealousy in the way Luke puts it so beautifully, that Mary chose the good part. We all need to spend a lot more time on divine things. There is nothing finer to listen to than the words of Christ. In this way, we will grow in the knowledge of God, and further the Spirit’s mission to develop the features that will fit us for another day and another world. 

Now to refer to Achsah because she brings out the feature of urging. There comes a point here when Caleb says to Achsah, What do you want? and Achsah says, “Give me a blessing”. Perhaps a word may come to us today through God speaking in His word, saying like Caleb, “What wouldest thou?”. Would this be your answer? If we give place to the Holy Spirit, our answer will surely be, “Give me a blessing”. Give me a spiritual blessing, give me more in relation to these great and glorious matters. And so he gave her the land, but then she says, “thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water’. The feature of urging came through in Achsah. Urging is the prompting, leading service of the Holy Spirit that wants more of the springs of water. Water is the source, with the upper and nether springs describing the expression of life and refreshment in the enjoyment of the truth. The upper springs are linked with truth in Ephesians, including the great truth of the purpose of God. Have we the enjoyment of such truth as sonship, “taken us into favour in the Beloved”, and the inheritance? The lower springs refer to the truth of Romans and other more subjective inward exercises, and both are needed. The Holy Spirit helps us all in relation to the truths in the purpose of God, but also in the working out of the truth subjectively in our lives. “Give me also”, is a desire that has the Holy Spirit as its source. 

So to close, Galatians 5 describes the fruit of the Spirit as “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, self-control”. Now I would like to ask two questions. If we go and sit down in our local meeting, or we consider this quietly at home, are these nine features in evidence? Are these features developing in growing in all our companies? The second question is, if our local brethren look at each one of us, are these nine features developing? These are the fruits of the service of the Holy Spirit that are wrought out in believers such as we are, and every one of these nine features should characterise us all more. 

The answer to so much is in the demonstration of these nine fruits of the Holy Spirit of God. It is an untiring and blessed service, with a glorious culmination. May every one of us appreciate more the personal nature of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Soon the most glorious dispensation that has ever been, and is described as the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, will be complete and the Spirit and the bride will say, Come. Let us all be thankful, that in His sovereignty, God has included us in this time as we have been blest by the gospel and have received the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit. May every one here be sure that they have the Holy Spirit of God. The day will fully declare the quality of the result. It is a wonderful gift that has come from God Himself revealed in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Address at Dundee
8 March 2008 
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Ephesians 4:30 (JND) [30] And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which ye have been sealed for [the] day of redemption.

Genesis 24:22-67 (JND) [22] And it came to pass when the camels had drunk enough, that the man took a gold ring, of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, ten [shekels] weight of gold, [23] and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room [in] thy father's house for us to lodge? [24] And she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor. [25] And she said to him, There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge. [26] And the man stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah, [27] and said, Blessed be Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has not withdrawn his loving-kindness and his faithfulness from my master; I being in the way, Jehovah has led me to the house of my master's brethren. [28] And the maiden ran and told these things to her mother's house. [29] And Rebecca had a brother, named Laban; and Laban ran out to the man, to the well. [30] And it came to pass when he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister's hand, and when he heard the words of Rebecca his sister, saying, Thus spoke the man to me that he came to the man, and behold, he was standing by the camels, by the well. [31] And he said, Come in, blessed of Jehovah! why standest thou outside? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. [32] And the man came into the house; and he ungirded the camels, and gave the camels straw and provender, and water to wash his feet, and the feet of the men who were with him. [33] And there was set [meat] before him to eat; but he said, I will not eat until I have made known my business. And he said, Speak on. …

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Judges 1:14-15 (JND) [14] And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father the field; and she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? [15] And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

Galatians 5:22-23 (JND) [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, [23] meekness, self-control: against such things there is no law.

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Galatians 5 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage. [2] Behold, I, Paul, say to you, that if ye are circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. [3] And I witness again to every man [who is] circumcised, that he is debtor to do the whole law. …



EXTRACTS

JT  I would like to read again the verse which confirms that—“For I say, through the grace which has been given to me”. Take note, the apostle is not speaking here in an arbitrary way; it is, “through the grace which has been given to me”. He is speaking on that ground. 

“For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith”. I think we should note that expression. Each one is to think of himself so as to be wise. He does not say he is a cipher, but as it were, God has taken me up, and suited me for some thing. He has an estimate of himself according to God. As you say, he has a place in the structure and he thinks of himself “so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith”. For the reason that it is all to be living, and we are really only living according to the measure of our faith. 

BTF  The more you see yourself connected with the structure by the Spirit of God the more lowly it would make one. 

JT  One cannot be more, and one cannot be less, than what God has made one. God has made each of us something; but it is according to the measure of our faith. 

CAM  According to this verse there would be a danger of one thinking too much of oneself. 

JT  Yes, but there is a danger of being too humble minded, in a legal sense, so that the company of the saints is deprived of what God has given to you. Why should there be such long pauses when together? There is often such timidity which is really the outcome of false humility, that it tends to clericalism and as a result things are thrown into the hands of one or two. The idea here is, that each one has a measure of faith (if he has not, he is not a Christian at all, and should not be in fellowship), and belongs to the one body in Christ, and so is to contribute to it. Verses 4–7 show how it is worked out; it is in the body, and it is “as God has dealt to each a measure of faith”. 

CAM  Do you not think it a difficult thing to arrive at—the measure of faith? 

JT  I do. But to form a true estimate of oneself is of great importance. Not to assume you are more than you are, nor pretend to be less. It is what God has made you, and involves the giving up of all fleshly sentiment amongst the people of God. We are then simple, free, and transparent with each other, and in our relations one with the other. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 77, pp.146–148) 

JD  There has been quite a bit of reference made to what God is doing. What do you judge God to be doing today? 

JT  Forming the church in bridal affections, pending the return of Christ; the Supper having been in a most remarkable way brought in in recent years as the centre, as you might say, of all that the Holy Spirit has been ministering. It is to bring about, as I understand it, church affection. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 69, p.141) 
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