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THE JOY OF KNOWING THE LORD JESUS

R. Gardiner 

Luke 15: 1–7; Hebrews 12: 2; Psalm 51: 7–12; Luke 15: 11–32 

I want to say something, dear friends, about joy. We started the morning meeting today with that on our lips and in our hearts. The joy of knowing the Lord Jesus. The joy of having been recipients of His love. There is not much joy in the world. I think any sensible person, or even insensible person, would realise that there is not much joy in the world. There may be a little fleeting happiness which disappears. It is like your life. It says in the scripture, “what is your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing”, James 4: 14. And the little bit of happiness that you may find in the world here and there, is like that. It appears for a little and then it disappears. But the joy that comes through believing in the Lord Jesus is lasting. It is eternal. It carries you above all the sorrows, the disappointments, the disasters that exist in life, and it carries you up into a realm where there are joys for evermore; life everlasting and joy for evermore. 

Now this poor sheep that we read of in Luke 15 had a good shepherd. The shepherd here is the Lord Jesus in this section. When the Lord Jesus came into the world, “He came to his own, and his own received him not”, John 1: 11. He came in to have joy from His own. That was, you might say, His expectation, that when He came to Israel, chosen people of God, He was expecting to have joy. But it says, “He came to his own, and his own received him not”. What did He find? He found that they were just like every other man, woman and child in the world, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. He would say to you, if you asked Him, ‘They are all like sheep that have gone astray. Every one has turned his own way’. He found no pleasure in these persons. Man, affected by sin and sins, away from God, no interest in God. Trying to pursue his own life only to fall into ignominy and shame. The Shepherd came and He found not one righteous person, “not even one”, Romans 3: 10. All were guilty. All were sinners. You say to me, ‘Prove it!’ I will prove it to you. It says, “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”, Romans 5: 12. And it does not matter what town or city that you go into, you will pass graveyards where there are hundreds and thousands of sinners, some who were believing sinners and some who were unbelieving sinners, but ‘death has passed upon all men, for that all have sinned’. The testimony that you are a sinner and that I am a sinner is that death is waiting to claim us. The penalty of sin is death. 

This sheep started to wander away, fell into trouble, fell into difficulties. It says, “having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine” and then it says, “and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing”. The Lord Jesus came into the world to find lost sheep. And if you are a sinner, and if you do not know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, He is passing by today, in this room, the Lord Jesus is passing by so that you might find a Saviour in Him, and the joy that is eternal. I will tell you a true story. The young people may not have heard it and the older ones will pardon me. There was a man in Ireland, a real gospel preacher, and he was told that there was a young boy, seventeen, and he was lying dying in a lonely district; dying of consumption as it was called in these days. We would call it rampant tuberculosis in our day. Lying dying. Well, this preacher had come a long journey on foot, up hill and down dale until he came to this cotter house, a poor cotter house. And there was this boy, who was a shepherd’s boy, lying there, on the floor, on a blanket, and he was dying. He had had no education. He did not know how to read. And the preacher looked at him and he said to him, ‘I fear you suffer a great deal’. He answered, ‘Yes, I have a bad cold, the cough hurts me greatly’. The preacher wondered, ‘How am I going to speak to this boy about the Lord Jesus, because he obviously needs a Saviour?’ And then he thought, he is a shepherd boy. He said, ‘How did you catch the cold?’ ‘Oh’, he said, ‘one of my father’s sheep went astray and my father asked me to go and find the sheep, and it was cold, windy, wet and it was a long way I had to go, but I did not mind it much, as I was so anxious to find father’s sheep. Eventually I found the sheep, and I brought it back home on my shoulders to be with the rest of the flock, and my father rejoiced, but that is when I caught this cold. Mother says I will never get better now. God knows best’. The preacher said to himself, the Lord has shown me what to preach about to this boy’. He read Luke 15, where we have read tonight. The boy understood it all. He accepted the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. He found joy and happiness in his weak, dying condition, and he found eternal salvation. What rejoicing in the Father’s house above there must have been. 

I appeal to anybody here, if you are still in your sins, the Lord Jesus is the One who can meet your need, who can find you where you are. He can appeal as no other person can appeal because He loves you. He does not love your sins but He loves you, the sinner. How can He do this? How can He offer you joy through salvation, through the cleansing of your sins? “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”, Isaiah 1: 18. The work and worth of the Lord Jesus is enough, if you put your confiding trust in Him and tell Him you are a sinner and you need a Saviour, and He is the One you are accepting into your heart as your own personal Saviour. But how could He accomplish this? How can you be so sure? 

That is why I read in Hebrews. It says, “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith—who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame”. “Who, in view of the joy lying before him”. That can be applied in many different ways. “The joy lying before him” would be a company of saints that had come to know Him as their Saviour, and who form the assembly for His eternal pleasure. “The joy lying before him” would be those same saints who would come into the glory and greatness of what it is to be sons of God the Father, entering into His presence and enjoying the liberty of His house. Well, how did He accomplish it? It says, “who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross”. Jesus, the Great Shepherd, the Chief Shepherd, the Good Shepherd. When He was here He brought to all who needed Him the blessings that were required. If they were blind, they got sight; deaf, they got hearing; lame, they were able to walk straight; mentally disturbed, they were able to be mentally able to sit clothed and sensible. He met every kind of need as He traversed this scene—from Jerusalem up to Capernaum down through Samaria. He went for those three and one-half years between the ages of thirty and thirty-three and one-half years. And then at the end of that thirty-three and one-half years men said, “Take him away, take him away, crucify him”, John 19: 15. 

They wanted to have nothing to do with this Man. That is men in their original state as sinners. They do not want the Lord Jesus. And they did not want Him at that time. So great was their distaste that they wanted to “destroy” Him. What a word that is. Not only to kill Him, but it says in Matthew’s gospel that they wanted to “destroy” Him (Matthew 27: 20). What a word! The Saviour of sinners. They took Him and they put Him on a cross at Calvary. They put Him between two malefactors, two robbers, two men of the most despicable character. Hanged Him, “the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Peter 3: 18. And then He died. You think of the prolonged suffering of Jesus, under that scorching sun, laying down His life, saying, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. And then when He died a soldier took a sword and pierced His side. And it says, “immediately there came out blood and water”, John 19: 34. Never known before, never known since, that you could distinguish between the blood and the water. You could distinguish it in the case of Jesus. The blood that cleanses the guilty inwardly. The water that washes outwardly. Well, beloved friends, that blood, 

‘Precious, precious blood of Jesus, Shed on Calvary! 

Shed for rebels, shed for sinners, 

Shed for me.’ (Hymn 167) 

is available for you tonight. Would to God that every person from the oldest to the youngest, would say in their hearts with conviction, ‘He died for me’. The appeal is coming to you. Coming to you in, I believe, the power of the Spirit, that you might pay heed to the person of the Lord Jesus who is no longer in the grave. He was three days and three nights in the grave, but then He was raised by the glory of the Father. And today He is sitting at God’s right hand, a Prince and a Saviour. What a Saviour! The Man who was rejected by men at large is the One whom also God highly exalted, it says, “and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”, Philippians 2: 9. What about your knee bowing? If it has not bowed before why not let this be the first time that you bow your knees to the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who has died and given Himself a ransom for all. That you might, as accepting Him as your Saviour be able to say, ‘He bore my sins in His body on the tree’. Well, that is the appeal of the gospel to you. 

I read in the psalm because here is a man that had been blessed of God. He knew Him but he had sinned. What a state he was in. And the word from God, through the prophet, came to him and the word had such an effect upon him that he repented of his wayward way. He accepted that he had sinned. He accepted that he needed to have his links renewed with the God that had been so gracious to him, in the years before. And now this psalm is the product of his exercise. The product of the greatness of the salvation that he now knew as a result of returning to his God. And so he says, “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear gladness and joy; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice”. Here is a wayward believer who had been pursuing his own lust. He says, “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean”. The other rendering of this is, ‘purge from sin’ (footnote ‘b’). And then he says, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me”. He wants to be set up in the joy that he had before. “Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not the spirit of thy holiness from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and let a willing spirit sustain me”. He was not only wanting the joy of his own salvation to be in his heart, he wanted to know something of the joy of God’s salvation. He wanted to know something of the greatness and wonder of all that God had in His mind, so that every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies might become his. So he says, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation”. 

When the Lord Jesus died, He was the great Redeemer. He was buying back what was His own. But He was not just redeeming persons from their sins, He was redeeming them to God. The greatest salvation, God’s salvation, is to have known living links with the righteous God and to have joy in His salvation. Then it says, “and let a willing spirit sustain me”. What is a willing spirit? A willing spirit is the Holy Spirit coming and indwelling our bodies. The Spirit of God, sent down from heaven where Christ is in glory, and that Spirit being given as a willing Spirit. He says, “and let a willing spirit sustain me”, or ‘uphold me with a willing spirit’ (footnote ‘d’). Here he is, the believer that had again sinned and found himself at a distance from his God. He found the salvation that comes through Jesus once more, and he finds what it is to have God’s salvation restored to him. And then what he desires is that the Spirit of God Himself might be within him to sustain him. So that he might be sustained in the pathway down here. No longer to fulfil fleshly lusts, but to walk here in newness of life and praise in newness of spirit. Well, beloved friends, this is what is available in the gospel. The first part of Luke 15 is for the man that does not know the Saviour. He is still a sinner. But he can know the Saviour. The Saviour is out to look for the lost sheep, and He is looking for you now. Drawing near to you where you are in your condition if you are such a sinner. But if, it may be, you are a believer and you have thought ‘I am going to have a little while in the world. I am going to do this and I am going to do that. I am going to please myself for a while’, and in doing so have lost the joy of God’s salvation, you can tonight be brought back, my friend, through grace. 

And now in the second part of Luke 15, here is a young man, brought up in a godly household and he gets tired of being in a believers’ house. He says, “give to me the share of the property that falls to me”. He goes out into the world, dissipated his property and lives in debauchery. He comes to the point when he is a real ‘down and out’. He that had known the Father’s house and here he is, “he longed to fill his belly with the husks which the swine were eating; and no one gave to him”. And then it says, “coming to himself”. That is like the man in Psalm 51—he came to himself. “Purge me with hyssop ... wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow”. He came to himself. He recognised that the Father’s house was still standing open—ready to welcome returning sons who are repenting. And so he comes to himself and says, ‘I will go back. I am a sinner. I have gone the way that I should not have gone. I will say “I have sinned against heaven and before thee”; I will just be a humble servant in your house’. He comes back. His father having seen him a long way off ran with compassion, fell on his neck and kissed him. But he is not yet in the joy of God’s salvation. He is not yet in the joy of the father’s house and all the blessing that it brings. No, but the father covers him with kisses, embraces him. The father recognises that this is his son that was wayward, that went astray. How glad He was to see him back. He says to his bondman, “Bring out the best robe”. He wants to clothe this poor prodigal son, a returning son, with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He says, ‘I want my son back into my house. I want him to be as one that is suited to the surroundings of the house’, so he clothed him. There is a best robe waiting for you, my friend. If you have wandered, if you have sought to find some satisfaction in the world, I can tell you, you must be one of the most miserable of all the men that are walking the streets of Aberdeen. There are miserable men that have never known the Saviour. There are miserable men who have known Him and in their wayward path have rejected the Father’s house and the enjoyment of the merriment and the dancing. “Bring out the best robe”. He dresses him suited to the occasion and he goes in and enjoys the life and liberty and joy of heaven. 

Then there is the elder brother. When he heard the music and the dancing “he became angry and would not go in”. Oh, is there any person here who says, ‘I will not go in’? That will not avail yourself of the provision of God in Christ, presented to you in the gospel? It has been said, ‘the younger son was so hungry he could not stay out; the elder son was so angry he would not go in’. Do not be like him. Allow yourself, at this moment, to recognise how starved you are. There is only one answer and it is in Christ. But when you are clothed in Christ then you are fit for the company of the Father and all that is in the Father’s house. You are fit to enjoy the music and the dancing. There is joy now. It is a joy that will never fade and it will never end, and it is available to you even now. May you put your confiding trust in Jesus. Find a willing spirit in the Holy Spirit dwelling within you in your renewed condition as in Christ, before a holy righteous God and live in the power of that Spirit, and enter into the house where the enjoyment that the Father has provided, and is providing, and will provide for all eternity, can be yours. May you come into it for His name’s sake. Amen.

Preaching at Aberdeen, Scotland
28 November 2011




Scripture references

Luke 15:1-7 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Psalms 51:7-12 (JND) [7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. [8] Make me to hear gladness and joy; [that] the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. [9] Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. [10] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. [11] Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not the spirit of thy holiness from me. [12] Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and let a willing spirit sustain me.

Luke 15:11-32 (JND) [11] And he said, A certain man had two sons; [12] and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give to me the share of the property that falls [to me]. And he divided to them what he was possessed of. [13] And after not many days the younger son gathering all together went away into a country a long way off, and there dissipated his property, living in debauchery. [14] But when he had spent all there arose a violent famine throughout that country, and he began to be in want. [15] And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. [16] And he longed to fill his belly with the husks which the swine were eating; and no one gave to him. [17] And coming to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have abundance of bread, and *I* perish here by famine. [18] I will rise up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; [19] I am no longer worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. [20] And he rose up and went to his own father. But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses. [21] And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son. [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; …

James 4:14 (JND) [14] ye who do not know what will be on the morrow, ([for] what [is] your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing,)

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Romans 3:10 (JND) [10] according as it is written, There is not a righteous [man], not even one;

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Isaiah 1:18 (JND) [18] Come now, let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

John 19:15 (JND) [15] But they cried out, Take [him] away, take [him] away, crucify him. Pilate says to them, Shall I crucify your king? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

Matthew 27:20 (JND) [20] But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds that they should beg for Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …



THE JOY OF BELIEVERS AS ENTERING INTO DIVINE THINGS





A. Martin 

Psalm 133: 1–3; Nehemiah 8: 13–17; 12: 31, 38–41, 42 (from “And the singers” ), 43 

We have been occupied in the reading with the joy that the Lord has in His people, whether it be rejoicing in the lost sheep that was found, or the saints as set together according to their tribes and families, or seeing the Lord’s joy in those who kept His word and did not deny His name (Revelation 3: 8). It is a precious thing to be conscious of the joy of the Lord. I would like now to speak about our joy as entering into divine things. The Lord’s joy must come first, it must be so, that He secures what is for His pleasure. I could say, if it is not misunderstood, that our joy is incidental. I do not mean by that, that it is little. What I mean is that our joy is secured as the Lord finds His joy; His joy is the object. That is a principle throughout divine workings. God works for His own satisfaction. He is entitled to do so; we are not, we are creatures; we are responsible to Him. He works for His own satisfaction and the greatest blessing for the creature is in the acceptance of that, and that is where the greatest joy is to be found. 

Now one thing I would say to start with is that God has in His wisdom taken us up, not simply as individuals. He has taken us up as brethren. David could take account of that. He said “how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” As I was reading that psalm I thought of the feast of tabernacles, because there was a time when Israel was to dwell together, and they were to rejoice in what God had done. David takes account of this here, “how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” How can that be because we are all different? And immediately he has the answer. He says “Like the precious oil”. The work of the Holy Spirit in the saints has a wonderful unifying effect, and we are to use diligence to hold it, to maintain it, to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”, Ephesians 4: 3. It would be a great mystery to a person who did not know the Lord, to actually walk into this room and see the dear brethren attentive and interested in divine things, and yet all so different, naturally having such different characteristics, naturally having different interests. The work of the Holy Spirit has a wonderful unifying effect, and we know that if we speak of the Lord Jesus personally we see the smile come on the faces of the brethren. The work of the Holy Spirit in the souls of the brethren brings this about. How good it is, it is good to God, is it not, to see the saints together in this way. It is good to God and we come to appreciate that it is good for us. We see the brethren and we take courage. That is what Paul did. 

You think of Paul on that journey. I love to think of him there, he was about to go to Rome, he was a prisoner. I suppose he knew that eventually he would appear before the emperor. The emperors were not particularly fair or just people in those days. What emotions would have filled his heart, and then he saw the brethren. It says “he thanked God and took courage”, Acts 28: 15. It is a wonderful thing that we are not alone, we are not called upon to tread a path alone. Think of the apostle John. You say, there was one who was alone, he was on the island of Patmos, and as far as we are aware nobody was with him; he was banished there but what does he write? He says, “I John, your brother”, Revelation 1: 9. He was conscious of the brethren, was he not? Maybe he could not see them, and times come sometimes in the lives of some of the saints when they are in circumstances when they cannot get to see the brethren, but I think John was conscious of the prayers of the saints and he held them in his heart. How good and how precious that was. They were there in his heart, in his affections, and they remained there so he writes the revelation as a brother. It is 

interesting to see the way in which John writes. Somebody pointed out once that he writes the epistles as a father, and he writes the Revelation as a brother, and he writes the gospel as a lover. He was a lover of Jesus and he was a lover of God’s people. What an example we see in one like that and how he rejoiced. He says in his epistle, “I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in the truth”, 2 John 4. He rejoiced to see it, brethren dwelling together in unity, “Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard”. 

Aaron, a great type of Christ in His priestly service now, the precious oil ran down upon the beard. You say he was distinguished, it is what marked him out—upon Aaron’s beard. First it was upon the head, you think of the place that the Lord has as head, and then upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard, and then it ran down to the hem of his garments. We referred in the reading to “the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 1: 19. Where do you touch it? You will find it in the hem of His garments, you will find it there. You say, what does that mean? The hem of the garment is the place nearest to the earth. You look around here, the hem of the garment is here, beloved, you can touch it. That woman in the gospels, she said let me just touch the hem of His garments and my life will stop ebbing out. Have you touched it? You say, well I know the Lord. Yes, but have you touched the hem of His garments, have you touched the circle? You see, the hem is complete. Have you touched something which is complete, which derives from Him, and found the life that flows from the ascended Head on high? Touch the hem of His garments; how extensive it is. Here it is in Aberdeen, the hem of His garments, the same garments, you can touch it in Buckhurst Hill, you can touch it in Aberdeen, you can touch it in Glasgow, you can touch it in Grangemouth, you can touch the hem of His garments. 

How precious it is, and what you find is that there is priestly grace, the gentle wonderful grace accompanying all that He does. You say, well some of the things have been difficult. Yes, sometimes times are difficult but there is the dew of Hermon. You touch the hem of His garments, you have contact with the Lord and you find there is special grace for the difficult times. You say, well maybe His hands have been heavy at times. Yes, it has been heavy, but the more He acts in such a way the greater the grace that comes with it. It is a sign of His love, you know. He says “I rebuke and discipline as many as I love”, Revelation 3: 19. If you find that there are things in life which do not go easily, and which are difficult to understand, get back to Him because it is a sign of His love. “I rebuke and discipline as many as I love”, and if His love has allowed things in your life or mine, He will provide the grace to go with it. “He gives more grace” it says (James 4: 6). The dew of Hermon is that special gracious touch, and then it says “for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing” and that is what you find. As you go through experiences with the Lord you find there is blessing at the end of it. 

You say, I would not have chosen to go that way, no, you certainly would not. But the Lord leads you, and what you find is that as you go through it with Him, you prove the grace and you find that there is blessing. And you find that your joy is in Him alone, because He is the One who is able to sustain all His people whatever the times, whatever the circumstances may be, and you find your joy in Him, and you find your joy in the company that He has secured to be here for you to be part of, to be associated with; you find your joy is in such a company. 

That is what led me to think of the feast of tabernacles, the feast of booths. The feast of tabernacles was specified firstly in Leviticus. When you get home (do not wait until you have a spare half-day because then you will never do it), but when you get home look at Leviticus 23 and you will find there are seven feasts of Jehovah specified one after the other. It starts with the sabbath, then the passover, and the unleavened bread, and so on but it ends with the feast of booths. It was the climax of the year for the Israelites; they were to make these booths and they were to take these branches, olive-branches, wild olive-branches, myrtle-branches, palm-branches, branches of fig trees, in Leviticus it speaks about beautiful trees and willows of the brook; they were to take these branches and they were to make booths and they were to live in these booths for the eight days. A wonderful thing, the first seven days is really a figure of the millennium, what will be established in the millennium, but it goes on to eight days. It is a little beyond that, suggesting which is secured in the resurrection scene, which is us. The children of Israel were to dwell in those booths all that time; though they were living in the land, they were to dwell in those booths for those eight days to remind them of the way in which God had brought them. 

He had brought them through the wilderness and they dwelt in tents, and they were to dwell in those booths. They were to rejoice in Jehovah, they were to find their joy in Him as they were dwelling together in those booths. It was one of the feasts where they had to go up to Jerusalem. For three of the feasts they had to go up to Jerusalem and this was one of them, and they were all to dwell there together in those booths, but you know, that feast was not celebrated. From the time of Joshua it was not done. How quickly we forget what God has done for us, how quickly we forget the blessings that we have had or the fact that we owe everything to Him. We settle down in our blessings, the children of Israel settled down in the land. Once the enemies had been overcome they just settled down and they started adopting the ways of other nations. How sad it was, they had forgotten what God had done for them, they were not dwelling together in booths. 

Now here we are in Nehemiah. Because of all their unfaithfulness they had gone into captivity, and now God had acted and there had been a revival, there were some brought out of captivity and brought to know that Jerusalem was the place where God had set His name and brought to be exercised about what was suitable to God in this place. You can trace it through the history of the church; things died down and then there was a time when what was due to God came to light and souls were revived. You can trace all that in church history and do so, it is good to read about it, and they came back. Nehemiah is a book that gives us the recovery from the point of view of man’s exercise. There was this man Nehemiah himself and he was exercised about the recovery from the point of view of God’s sovereignty. He acted in Cyrus to bring about recovery, but along with that Nehemiah was exercised about what is due to God. 

Here we have the reading of the law; the law had been neglected and they started to read it. It was all new to them and they had one day when they read the law, and they came again to the second day and they realised that they were at that point that the law was actually referring to; it was actually that day that they should be dwelling together in booths, they should be living together. What an awakening to their hearts it was! There was all the labour that had been going on in Jerusalem, all the toil and there were times when some were saying it was all too much and there were those who were trying to hinder the work, but they realised that this was the day when they should be living together in booths. What a wonderful thing this was, what a light to their souls! They should be rejoicing in all that God had done, they should be rejoicing in the fact that God’s promises were coming about and they were there in this land. Then it says, “the people went forth and brought them, and made themselves booths, everyone upon the roof of his house”. Yes, you can rejoice, “Rejoice in the Lord always”, Philippians 4: 4. On the roof of your house? Yes indeed! The household conditions there are suited for rejoicing in what God has done for His people, and rejoicing in His people, there on the roofs of the houses and there in the courts of the house of God. We are never out of the house of God, we are always in the house of God. We are to be conscious of our place in God’s house and rejoicing there, dwelling there in booths, dwelling together, rejoicing in the house of God, and in the open space of the water-gate. There is plenty of room there, beloved, to draw on all the supply that comes from above, plenty of room in the water-gate, and then we have this reference to the open space of the gate of Ephraim. What does that mean? 

We know that Ephraim was the head of the ten tribes, and there is the element of responsibility there when they departed, but there was an open space at the gate of Ephraim. I think that is a very precious suggestion. There are many believers everywhere, believers all over the world, many with whom we once walked, many whom we know, but we cannot enjoy fellowship with them. How sad that is. Ah, beloved, the gate of Ephraim is there. May we pray more that believers may come to find a path that is pleasing to the Lord. The gate of Ephraim only comes in on one occasion, as far as I can see, in the earlier history of the children of Israel. You will find it in 2 Kings 14: 13 and 2 Chronicles 25: 23. You remember Israel was divided, and the king of Judah decided to make war against the king of Israel. Terrible thing to do; we do not make war beloved, if we find another believer, our immediate objective is not to find out how we differ, no, it is to show them the way to the gate of Ephraim. This man went to make war with the king of Israel and he was soundly defeated. Do you know what that led to? The king of Israel came down to Jerusalem. Israel had earlier gone away, they had become idolatrous. Now they came down and they broke down the wall by the gate of Ephraim, they broke it down. Do not break down that wall beloved! The wall was to protect what was inside, and the way to come into the city is by the gates. You come in by the gates. That is a principle that goes right through to the end of Revelation. Do not break down the wall. Keep that wall intact. 

The gate of Ephraim remains. In Nehemiah’s day the wall was built. It is not a hostile thing the wall. The wall was there is preserve what was precious to God. That is the purpose of the wall; it is to preserve what is inside. It is not to be aggressive or put a bad front to others, but it is to preserve what is precious to God inside. In Nehemiah’s day the wall was repaired and there was the gate of Ephraim. And you know there was the open space of the gate of Ephraim. Who has come in that way? I have come in that way. Can anyone else say the same? I am sure we can all say the same. I am sure we all have, we have come in that way. But what is the testimony going out? The testimony here was that God’s people were enjoying dwelling together in unity. If anyone was to approach the gate of Ephraim to enquire, what they would find was that the feast of booths was going on, the feast of tabernacles, and there were souls inside the city rejoicing in all that God had done. Ah, beloved, what testimony are we showing, what testimony is going out to the world? Is it a testimony that I am rejoicing, my life is centred in all that God has prepared for me, and all that He has done for me to bring me through? Is that the centre of my life? May it be the centre of all of our lives, beloved. May that be the testimony that goes out. There are the booths in the open space of the gate of Ephraim. 

Well I just read the other part because the gate of Ephraim comes in once again, and this time it is to do with the service of God. Actually there are two things we are set here for; one is the service of God and the other is the testimony. Here we have the choirs upon the wall, “half of the people, beyond the tower of the furnaces”. Beloved, the tower of the furnaces, think of what had taken place in the history. You think of the furnace, think of what the Lord had experienced, “the tower of the furnaces even to the broad wall; and from above the gate of Ephraim”. There is the service of God going on, “both choirs stood in the house of God” and it says, “the singers sang loud”. They had an overseer and “they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced—for God had made them rejoice with great joy”. If the Lord leaves us here, is that what is going to happen tomorrow morning? You say, Well we always have a good time on Lord’s day morning. Yes, but in a certain sense Lord’s day morning is for the Lord, it is for God. As God calls us to rejoice in all His goodness and all that He has secured for Himself. Beloved, we have come this way, we have come from the tower of the furnaces, we have gone over the gate of Ephraim, we come to this point where the two choirs meet and the service of God is going on, and it says “the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off”. It was heard in heaven, it was heard afar off. Yes, and there was a testimony to a joyful company. 

I am conscious as I have said this that there are many sorrows weighing upon the brethren, but I would just repeat what I said in the reading, that in the midst of the greatest sorrow there is a deeper, if a calmer, joy and that can be experienced even in days like this, days when everything seems to be broken down, when you wonder how you are going to get through, you wonder what the Lord has in mind in the circumstances of the saints and what He is passing them through. Beloved, through it all we know the God with whom we have to do, we know the One whose hand is over it all and we can rejoice that it is all in His hands, that everything is in His hands, and we can rejoice that there is a testimony being maintained. We can rejoice that there is a way for all His own to enter into the joy of being before Him, and being consciously maintained before His face, we can rejoice in the service which goes on continually to God, we can rejoice in all these things, beloved. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
25 February 2012 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 133:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

Nehemiah 8:13-17 (JND) [13] And on the second day were gathered together the chief fathers of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, to Ezra the scribe, even to gain wisdom as to the words of the law. [14] And they found written in the law which Jehovah had commanded through Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month, [15] and that they should publish and proclaim through all their cities, and at Jerusalem, saying, Go forth to the mount, and fetch olive-branches, and wild olive-branches, and myrtle-branches, and palm-branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written. [16] And the people went forth and brought [them], and made themselves booths, everyone upon the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the open space of the water-gate, and in the open space of the gate of Ephraim. [17] And all the congregation of them that had come back from the captivity made booths, and dwelt in the booths. For since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun until that day had not the children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness.

Nehemiah 12:31-42 (JND) [31] And I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great choirs and processions, on the right hand upon the wall towards the dung-gate. [32] And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, [33] and Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, [34] Judah and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, [35] and [certain] of the priests' sons with trumpets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph; [36] and his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azareel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God; and Ezra the scribe before them. [37] And at the fountain-gate, and over against them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the ascent of the wall, above the house of David, even to the water-gate eastward. [38] And the second choir went in the opposite direction upon the wall, and I after them, and the half of the people, from beyond the tower of the furnaces even to the broad wall; [39] and from above the gate of Ephraim, and above the gate of the old [wall], and above the fish-gate, and the tower of Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even to the sheep-gate; and they stood still in the prison-gate. [40] And both choirs stood in the house of God, and I, and the half of the rulers with me; [41] and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, Hananiah, with trumpets; [42] and Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud; and Jizrahiah was their overseer.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Acts 28:15 (JND) [15] And thence the brethren, having heard about us, came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Tres Tabernae, whom when Paul saw, he thanked God and took courage.

Revelation 1:9 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.

2 John 1:4 (JND) [4] I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received commandment from the Father.

Philippians 1:19 (JND) [19] for I know that this shall turn out for me to salvation, through your supplication and [the] supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ;

Revelation 3:19 (JND) [19] I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent.

James 4:6 (JND) [6] But he gives more grace. Wherefore he says, God sets himself against [the] proud, but gives grace to [the] lowly.

Leviticus 23 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, [Concerning] the set feasts of Jehovah, which ye shall proclaim as holy convocations these are my set feasts. [3] Six days shall work be done; but on the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, a holy convocation; no manner of work shall ye do: it is the sabbath to Jehovah in all your dwellings. …

Philippians 4:4 (JND) [4] Rejoice in [the] Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice.

2 Kings 14:13 (JND) [13] And Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner-gate, four hundred cubits.

2 Chronicles 25:23 (JND) [23] And Joash king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem, and he broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four hundred cubits.



THE VALUE OF BRETHREN DWELLING TOGETHER IN UNIT

A. M. Brown 

Psalm 133: 1–3 

In the meeting for prayer and thanksgiving yesterday evening a brother gave thanks for the conditions that generally exist among the brethren with whom we walk in terms of love and confidence among them. I trust we can say that that is generally true. The brother who prayed certainly felt that, and he thanked the Lord for it and asked for help that we might be maintained in happy unity together. Then Psalm 133 was what I read this morning when I got up. There is an obvious connection between what our brother had said in his thanksgiving and this psalm. I thought about what this means for God. The psalmist, David, speaking prophetically by the power of the Spirit, draws attention to the matter of brethren dwelling together in unity. “Behold” he says. These are really God’s words although spoken by David, so God is drawing attention to this—“how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” Two sides of the matter are drawn attention to. What is good is good in the sight of God. He takes account of it and it is morally good. God took account of things in the creation and it says that God saw these things and it was good (see Genesis 1: 25). It is clear that saints dwelling together in unity is a matter that is good in God’s sight. It has His positive approval. We might think about why that is. Unity is a testimony to the work of God in souls and it is a result of the activity of Christ Himself. It is a result, too, of formation after Christ. It is the fruit of these things and it would also relate, I am sure, to the fruit of the Spirit. What our brother has just drawn attention to as to the list in Colossians 3: 12, 13 can only be worked out as believers are relating to one another. It could not be worked out by a hermit in a cell. He would not have the opportunity to be kind to someone else or to do 

them good. But believers working things out together have the opportunity to display the fruit of the Spirit. God takes account of that and in His sight it is good. 

Then you get what is pleasant, which would be our side. The fruit of practical Christianity being worked out in subjection to the Lord Jesus is pleasant, it is blessed. These two sides come together. What is good in the sight of God is pleasant for His saints, for brethren to dwell together in unity. Now dwelling is not just something that happens for an hour in the evening when we are at a meeting, or on a Lord’s day. Dwelling is something that is settled. The psalmist had that in mind, he refers to the day to day conditions of life, dwelling together in unity. Now think what this means to God, what God can take account of in it. We rightly are exercised, and we must be exercised, to maintain these conditions. One thing to bear in mind is that unity among believers is a fruit. That is, it is an organic result of right moral conditions. The key condition, I believe, is subjection to the Lord Jesus. In putting Christ first, I am displaced and so I do not have my elbows sticking out to create a distance between me and the sister or brother next to me. God looks upon conditions like this and they are good in His sight. 

One thing that we can say about God seeing brethren dwelling together in unity, is that the calamitous effect of sin coming in is reversed. The first result that sin had was that it made Eve distrust God’s word. It brought thoughts into her heart as to whether God had really said something and whether He had meant it. But then it brought in enmity between Cain and his brother Abel, and the result was death, because Cain murdered Abel. Dreadful thing! God spoke to him about the matter, and he said, “am I my brother’s keeper?”, Genesis 4: 9. The brotherly bond was broken in a most dreadful way as a result of sin coming in. Now we do not want to be occupied with that. But God looks on brethren dwelling together in unity, and what He sees is a result of His work through Christ, that the effect of sin in that respect is undone. It is reversed. Instead of being at enmity, brethren are dwelling together in unity. God sees that and it is good. 

The psalmist goes on to say in verse 2—“Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments”. You might wonder what is the connection between verse two and verse one. David would be familiar with what is said in Exodus as to the anointing of the priesthood. He would know about the holy anointing oil that was to be made (Exodus 30: 22–33). It was to be made of precious ingredients. It was a large quantity. It says about it that it was “a perfume of perfumery after the work of the perfumer” (Exodus 30: 25). Perfume and perfumery and the perfumer are all mentioned. There is a sweet odour associated with the anointing oil that was poured out on Aaron’s head. David would have known all about that. Another thing he would have known about was that that oil was never to be poured on man’s flesh (see Exodus 30: 32). Furthermore, none of the children of Israel were to try to make anything like it because it was holy. David, in writing this psalm, when going on from verse one to verse two would have thoughts in his mind as to the preciousness of the oil and its uniqueness, speaking reverently, in the nostrils of God Himself. That perfume was appreciated by God more than anyone else could ever appreciate it. David would know that and he makes a connection. He likens brethren dwelling together in unity with the anointing oil that was put on Aaron’s head in all its preciousness and beautiful attractive fragrance. That is what David thought of, and we could say, that is what God thinks of. The matter of brethren dwelling together in unity is fragrant to God. It is appealing to Him and He loves it. 

Then we have the thought that it was not to be poured on man’s flesh. That would exclude what we are naturally from any consideration of this matter. Unity can only be enjoyed as saints are conformed to Christ and are subject to Him. 

But as the oil runs down it starts on Aaron’s head, then to his beard and then to the hem of his garments. The anointing that so marks out Christ in His distinctiveness, in His pre-eminence, the fragrance of that as it is appreciated spreads. The brethren are brought into the circle of it and there is unity there. It is organic. It is not because saints try very hard to be united, although it is very important that we use “diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”, Ephesians 4: 3. How important that is—it means that we would subject what we think ourselves, to what the Lord would say. And we are to esteem one another as being more excellent (see Philippians 2: 3). How important it is to give one another honour and to give one another the first place. These are the conditions, and we see these features in Christ Himself as the One who humbled Himself, as we read in Philippians 2. The mind that was in Christ Jesus is to be among the saints. The Scripture says, “let this mind be in you”, and the footnote says, ‘Or ‘be found amongst you’’. These are the conditions that follow from Christ being given His pre-eminence. There was One upon whose head that holy anointing oil was poured, but then the effect of it is appreciated and felt and experienced and enjoyed in the circle of the saints. The result of such conditions, the fruit of them, is unity. 

And then David, the psalmist, goes on in the third verse to speak about “the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion”. Again, you might wonder why the psalmist associated brethren dwelling together in unity with the dew of Hermon that descends on the mountains of Zion. The dew came down. Where did it come down from? It came from heaven. Conditions that saints of God enjoy as abiding together in unity come from heaven. If they are the product of our own attempt to be nice to one another, they do not come down from heaven and they will not last. The links that bind saints together are not social. They are heavenly, and they are in Christ. He is the heavenly One, and as saints are committed to Him and devoted to Him then 

certain qualities of life come into evidence, like the dew of Hermon that descends on the mountains of Zion. Zion, as we are often told, refers to what is elevated. It refers to what God has chosen and what proceeds from God’s own thoughts. Sometimes we speak of God’s sovereignty. But particularly it relates to what God has chosen and where He is going to dwell. God loves to dwell, to associate Himself and to take up His place, in the midst of saints dwelling together in unity. Why? Because He sees features of Christ there. That is what He enjoys. And there He has commanded the blessing, life for evermore. We often speak of that as eternal life. Conditions of eternal life are found where believers, subject to the Lord Jesus, and desiring to be subject to and guided by the truth, work Christianity out practically together. God is pleased with that. 

May we just see how precious these conditions are in the sight of God. May we therefore be set devotedly in a committed way to maintain these conditions, and to maintain the underlying healthy, moral and spiritual features that lead to this fruit being in evidence and being enjoyed. We think of it as being enjoyed by us, and so it is, and as our brother did last night we give thanks for it; but it is enjoyed by God too, which is an even greater thing. As we contemplate these things, may they help us for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
16 August 2011 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 133:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Genesis 1:25 (JND) [25] And God made the beast of the earth after its kind, and the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing of the ground after its kind. And God saw that it was good.

Colossians 3:12-13 (JND) [12] Put on therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; [13] forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also [do] *ye*.

Genesis 4:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah said to Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: am I my brother's keeper?

Exodus 30:22-33 (JND) [22] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [23] And thou, take best spices of liquid myrrh five hundred [shekels], and of sweet cinnamon the half two hundred and fifty, and of sweet myrtle two hundred and fifty, [24] and of cassia five hundred, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of olive oil a hin; [25] and make of it an oil of holy ointment, a perfume of perfumery after the work of the perfumer: it shall be the holy anointing oil. [26] And thou shalt anoint the tent of meeting with it, and the ark of the testimony, [27] and the table and all its utensils, and the lamp-stand and its utensils, and the altar of incense, [28] and the altar of burnt-offering and all its utensils, and the laver and its stand. [29] And thou shalt hallow them, that they may be most holy: whatever toucheth them shall be holy. [30] And Aaron and his sons thou shalt anoint, and shalt hallow them, that they may serve me as priests. [31] And thou shalt speak to the children of Israel, saying, A holy anointing oil shall this be unto me throughout your generations. [32] Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make [any] like it, after the preparation of it: it is holy holy shall it be unto you. [33] Whoever compoundeth [any] like it, or whoever putteth [any] of it upon any strange thing, shall be cut off from his peoples.

Exodus 30:25 (JND) [25] and make of it an oil of holy ointment, a perfume of perfumery after the work of the perfumer: it shall be the holy anointing oil.

Exodus 30:32 (JND) [32] Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make [any] like it, after the preparation of it: it is holy holy shall it be unto you.

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Philippians 2:3 (JND) [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves;

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …



EXTRACTS

In Luke, I add, that which especially characterises the narrative and gives its peculiar interest to this Gospel is, that it sets before us that which Christ is Himself. It is not His official glory, a relative position that He assumed; neither is it the revelation of His divine nature, in itself; nor His mission as the great Prophet. It is Himself, as He was, a man on the earth—the Person whom I should have met every day had I lived at that time in Judea, or in Galilee. 

I would add a remark as to the style of Luke, which may facilitate the study of this Gospel to the reader. He often brings a mass of facts into one short general statement, and then expatiates at length on some isolated fact, where moral principles and grace are displayed. 

Many had undertaken to give an account of that which was historically received among Christians, as related to them by the companions of Jesus; and Luke thought it well—having followed these things from the beginning, and thus obtained exact knowledge respecting them—to write methodically to Theophilus, in order that he might have the certainty of those things in which he had been instructed. It is thus that God has provided for the instruction of the whole church, in the doctrine contained in the picture of the Lord’s life furnished by this man of God; who, personally moved by Christian motives, was directed and inspired by the Holy Ghost for the good of all believers. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 3, p.198) 

WJ  Do you learn sonship in the assembly? 

JT  Yes. The assembly is formed of sons; that is the secret of the fact that she comes down. The assembly is formed in sonship—what is for Him, so she comes down; that means that she has liberty; she comes down out of heaven. I think it is well to note that the saints are His inheritance; “the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints”. Think of what we are! What I would say to every Christian is, Learn how to assemble; do not come in and sit down merely as an irresponsible person, but come in as one of the company acting responsibly and intelligently. “I speak as to intelligent persons—do ye judge what I say”. J. Taylor (Vol. 37, p.262)
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