
Notes of Ministry - 614 - January 2024

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






CHRIST CRUCIFIED, LIVING, AND GLORIFIED

Matthew 28:1-6;  Luke 24:1-6 (to “risen”);  Acts 3:12,13

This gospel preaching is an opportunity for God to present Christ.  He will never miss an opportunity to do so.  God’s heart is full of Christ and He will take every opportunity to present Him to you.  The gospel is God’s glad tidings concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom.1:1-4).  God’s object is to present Christ in order that He might draw your heart and mine to Him; we need to understand that.  There are of course moral matters that need to be addressed, but God’s thought and His purpose remain.  Ephesians tells us that He is going to “head up all things in the Christ” (chap.1:10).  Christ is going to be given a place of supremacy; that is God’s mind, His purpose.  In heading up all things in the Christ, God will bring in persons whose hearts have been secured by Christ, He will have persons who have been brought to an appreciation of Christ, and it will be to God’s own glory.

The Lord Jesus Himself has provided the basis for all that God does: He has paid the price.  We had some impression as to that this morning.  Everything has been committed to this One, and that includes the securing of souls and the blessing of men.  He had to go that way of suffering love to provide the righteous basis for God to come out to men.  Everything has been committed to Christ.  And whatever is committed to Him, whether it is things accomplished already, or things yet to be done in His blessed future administration, when things are committed to Christ they are as good as done!  God has that One before Him; as the scripture says, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”, John 3:35.  There is one Man to whom God has committed everything.  It is a wonderful thing to have our hearts drawn away from ourselves where there is so much failure, to see One to whom God has committed everything.  God presents this blessed Person to us in order that our hearts might be drawn to Him.

I read three scriptures and I have three impressions as to them.  The first passage that we read speaks of the Lord Jesus as the crucified One, the second speaks of Him as the living One, and lastly the glorified One.  Christ is an inexhaustible theme.  The gospel has been preached countless times throughout the centuries, and that one Man remains the great theme.  God has Him, and requires no other, to draw us to Himself.  The first two scriptures we read give an account of the morning of the Lord’s resurrection, presented in two different ways.  These two Marys come to the tomb.  In Matthew’s gospel it is recorded that they come to the sepulchre, and they see the angel, and there is a wonderful revelation to them.  The angel says: “I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one”, suggesting they had an appreciation of Him as such a One.  As God draws our hearts to Christ, He is pleased when we begin to appreciate Him as the crucified One.

That is how the world last saw Him publicly, hanging upon a cross in ignominy and shame, the crucified One.  The whole world lies in the shadow of the death of that Man; publicly He is the crucified One.  Scripture speaks of Him as “reckoned with the lawless”, Luke 22:37.  It is very affecting that God’s own Son was regarded in that way.  We have recently read in Mark 12 of the lord of the vineyard who let it out to husbandmen (vv.1-12).  He sent his bondmen that he might receive the fruit of the vineyard, and they beat and killed them.  Then it says: “Having yet therefore one beloved son, he sent also him to them the last, saying, They will have respect for my son” (v.6).  The Spirit of God has inspired these scriptures, including how they are presented, to lead us to think about these things.  That scripture tells us of the feelings of God, “They will have respect for my son”.  ‘Surely they will have respect for my Son!’  And yet there He was hung between two common criminals, enduring all the shame and mocking, the crucified One.

I remember a preacher saying ‘you cannot have Christ without the cross’.  I think I know what he meant.  When you have to do with Him, you have to do with Him as One that was crucified.  He came to shed all the sunshine of the love of God upon this poor benighted earth.  It is like the sun rising on the day and bringing all its warmth and light.  It is said prophetically of the people walking in darkness that they would see a great light (Isa.9:2).  That was the opportunity that the world was afforded, when God’s own Son was here upon earth.  There were those that received Him: Simeon spoke those wonderful Spirit-given words as to Him (Luke 2:29-32).  But as He moved to the cross He was more and more alone until the point that even His own fled (Mark 14:50).  He was brought before Pilate: the scripture says, “In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away”, Acts 8:33.  The world has a lot to say about man’s rights, but in the Lord’s humiliation all that was rightly due to Him was removed, taken away, and He was hung upon a cross.  It says: “And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him”, Luke 23:33.  Think of God’s feelings as to that, His own beloved Son, they crucified Him!  The place of a skull: Paul says, “But we speak God’s wisdom … which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory)”, 1 Cor.2:7,8.  But there He was, crucified!

That has a bearing upon us as we have to do with Him: we accept Him and recognise that He is the crucified One.  His name is associated with reproach, and for those who follow Him it is a pathway and a place of suffering – but a blessed one too.  He is the crucified One: “for I know ye seek Jesus the crucified one”.  That means there is a moral implication for us in seeking Him.  Paul could say: “But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”, Gal.6:14.  That is the moral implication that applies to those that receive Him.  The world is the place in which we have to go to school, we have to earn a living and we have to work out ordinary things, but it is the world which has crucified Christ and that is to have an effect on us.  It would change how we regard things.  We have to do with One who was crucified.  You wonder at the grace of God, that He is going on with men despite all that was meted out to His beloved Son.  The grace of God is wonderful!  Despite all that was done to His beloved Son, He goes on with men.  May you receive Him, the crucified One.  Whatever the world may appear to offer, it remains a system led by the kings of the earth, the rulers, that were gathered against Christ, “thy holy servant Jesus”, Acts 4:26,27.  It is the world as a system, all gathered there against the One who was crucified.

Where we read in Luke’s gospel, it says “Why seek ye the living one among the dead?”.  Now it is the living One!  The crucified One: that is man in responsibility, “whom ye have crucified”, Acts 4:10.  It is really man’s heart fully exposed at the cross, but now He is the living One.  He has been into death: it is a most remarkable thing that the Saviour lay in the stillness of death.  The Saviour, the Originator of life, lay there!  With every other crucifixion, death is the point of complete exhaustion of the human body, but the Saviour went into death as the invader, having power over it.  Death receded.  The scripture says, “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Ps.114:5.  It is almost mocking.  There was One who went into death, and as Peter says, “it was not possible that he should be held by its power”, Acts 2:24.  He was raised by the glory of the Father (Rom.6:4).  Every attribute of God was involved in that mighty act.  His holiness: “neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption” (Ps.16:10); His righteousness; His love.  Think of the moment the Father raised Him from the dead, how it was not possible that He should be held by its power.

As God draws our hearts to this One who is living, immediately it sets the gospel apart from everything else, it engages our hearts with One who is beyond death.  We often hear this said, but think of the wonderful possibilities of having to do with such a One.  Everything that we see and touch and have to do with here is marked by death.  Death has left its mark, but in the gospel we are presented with One who is beyond it!  He has been raised and He is now the living One; He brings in a whole order of life which death will never taint; the power of death is removed and is gone.  God has presented things for our lasting enjoyment and our satisfaction.  How wonderful to come to know One who is beyond death and the bondage under which it keeps mankind; Christ the Lord, the living One!  It is a message of victory.  He has been into death and has won the victory for His own.  For the believer, death becomes a servant.  For those who pass through it – and we all will unless the Lord comes for us in our lifetime – it is a release to call us into the presence of the Lord Jesus Himself.  There is no power of death there, it becomes a servant.  Why?  Because Jesus has been there Himself and He is risen, it is not possible that He should be held by death.

Think of having to do with such a One and having a link with Him.  It floods joy and hope and lasting satisfaction into our souls.  We know resurrection life!  Resurrection is a wonderful thing; it is a great fundamental truth of Christianity.  Christ has been raised, Christ the first-fruits, “But each in his own rank: the first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ’s at his coming”, 1 Cor.15:23.  What a wonderful demonstration of power by the One we know as the living One.  Resurrection immediately brings in what nobody else and nothing else can offer.  It is all centred in Christ.  You can see why God wants to draw our hearts to Him.  God knows us, He knows what we find in ourselves.  We often despair of what we find, but He is drawing us to the living One.  Jesus has not only met every thing that stood out against us morally, so that through faith in Him and His precious blood we have forgiveness of sins, but also we know Him beyond death, the living One.  It says, “I became dead” (Rev.1:18) – it is a wonderful thing that He became “obedient even unto death” (Phil.2:8) – but now “I am living to the ages of ages”.  How blessed to know such a One!  

Finally, in the passage in the Acts, we have the glorified One.  He is in glory now.  The preaching started in the beginning of Acts, and it goes out in the very place in which the Lord was crucified.  There are certain things that God is asserting.  He was bringing before men their responsibility, including those involved in the crucifixion of Jesus, but He asserts something else.  Peter is given power to heal this man, but he says there is one thing I want you to know, and that is that God “has glorified his servant Jesus”.  We have spoken of Him as the crucified One.  If you speak to anyone about the Lord Jesus most will recognise Him as One that hung upon a cross.  But God is asserting His resurrection, and is proclaiming Him as the glorified One.  Peter says, the One that ye have slain, God has glorified!  In that sense everything is settled for God and His heart of love is free to come out to men.  All is well with God.  Christ is in His rightful place.  He was here, as the hymn writer says:

 

 ‘A houseless, homeless Stranger, 

  Our sorrows all to share.’      (Hymn 188)

Wonderful ways of suffering love!  He has been into death, and He is risen, and He is glorified.  It is a moral necessity – Peter speaks of the One “whom heaven indeed must receive”, Acts 3:21.  The heavens did receive Him, of course that is true, but Peter brings out the moral side of it, the heavens must receive Him!  There are certain things that God takes great care to assert, and He continues to do so in the glad tidings.  Christ is the One whom the heavens must receive.  He has been given the place that only He is worthy of, and He is glorified now at the Father’s right hand.  He is everything for God, despite all that man has done, and we are all responsible for how we receive Him.  In His own time, God will ensure that Christ’s right to reign will be taken up publicly, the Lord must reign.  That is also a moral necessity in the mind of God – that the One who was rejected and so ill-treated must reign, and He will.  But in this day of grace He is presented to us for our acceptance because all is well now, Christ is glorified and in His rightful place.

God is therefore able to convey His heart of love to us.  He is able to show mercy.  God’s terms are favourable because the whole basis of the gospel has been established by Christ’s work and because God has glorified Him.  He has given Jesus that place, and soon He will be seen in glory publicly.  He is not seen publicly now, neither is it obvious that He has been given that place, but God has set Him above every power, principality and authority (Eph.1:21).   Christ has the place of supremacy.

God is going on in grace, and the result of that is seen in those that love Christ: something of God’s disposition is seen in the saints.  Scripture speaks about the day when He will be “glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed”, 2 Thess.1:10.  That happens now!  People may wonder why a man or woman is marked by a spirit of such gentleness, how they speak so freely of their Saviour, how they can speak truth so openly!  That is something of Christ being “glorified in his saints”, that is how it is expressed now.  He is the glorified One and He is expressed in persons who have been brought to believe on Him.

The preaching of the gospel is an opportunity for God to present Christ.  May it be effective in each one here.  God presents Christ to you and leaves Him with you.  God will take up every person in relation to whether they have accepted Christ or not.  That is how you stand before God.  Have you received Christ?  God takes care to present Him to you; He wants to draw your heart to Him.  There is no one else for God than Christ, and He would point out to us that there is no one else for us.  God wants to captivate our hearts with Christ.  As we have to do with Him there is something formed in the soul of the believer by which Christ is glorified in His saints – those in whom there is a work of God, and to whom Christ has become precious.

May something of that preciousness be known by all in a real way.  We who love the Lord Jesus appreciate what He has done for us, we love Him for it, but may there also be an expression in us of that which is to His own glory.

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

 

Preaching of the gospel, Maidstone

2 July 2023

 

Robert Webster

 


Scripture references

Matthew 28:1-6 (JND) [1] Now late on sabbath, as it was the dusk of the next day after sabbath, came Mary of Magdala and the other Mary to look at the sepulchre. [2] And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of [the] Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. [3] And his look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answering said to the women, Fear not *ye*, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one. [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Matthew 28:1-6 (JND) [1] Now late on sabbath, as it was the dusk of the next day after sabbath, came Mary of Magdala and the other Mary to look at the sepulchre. [2] And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of [the] Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. [3] And his look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answering said to the women, Fear not *ye*, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one. [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Luke 24:1-6 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. [4] And it came to pass as they were in perplexity about it, that behold, two men suddenly stood by them in shining raiment. [5] And as they were filled with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, Why seek ye the living one among the dead? [6] He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke to you, being yet in Galilee,

Luke 24:1-6 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. [4] And it came to pass as they were in perplexity about it, that behold, two men suddenly stood by them in shining raiment. [5] And as they were filled with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, Why seek ye the living one among the dead? [6] He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke to you, being yet in Galilee,

Acts 3:12-13 (JND) [12] And Peter, seeing it, answered the people, Men of Israel, why are ye astonished at this? or why do ye gaze on us as if we had by our own power or piety made him to walk? [13] The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom *ye* delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when *he* had judged that he should be let go.

Romans 1:1-4 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

Luke 22:37 (JND) [37] for I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned with [the] lawless: for also the things concerning me have an end.

Mark 12 (JND) [1] And he began to say to them in parables, A man planted a vineyard, and made a fence round [it] and dug a wine-vat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and left the country. [2] And he sent a bondman to the husbandmen at the season, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. [3] But they took him, and beat [him], and sent [him] away empty. …

Isaiah 9:2 (JND) [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone.

Luke 2:29-32 (JND) [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Mark 14:50 (JND) [50] And all left him and fled.

Acts 8:33 (JND) [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

Luke 23:33 (JND) [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left.

1 Corinthians 2:7-8 (JND) [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Acts 4:26-27 (JND) [26] The kings of the earth were there, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against his Christ. [27] For in truth against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hadst anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with [the] nations, and peoples of Israel, have been gathered together in this city

Acts 4:10 (JND) [10] be it known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean, whom *ye* have crucified, whom God has raised from among [the] dead, by *him* this [man] stands here before you sound [in body].

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Acts 2:24 (JND) [24] Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power;

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

1 Corinthians 15:23 (JND) [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming.

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Ephesians 1:21 (JND) [21] above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come;

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.



THE WILL OF GOD

Hebrews 10:5-9;  Matthew 11:28-30;  Romans 12:1,2

I have been thinking about the will of God.  This morning in the house we read in Genesis 22 about Abraham offering up Isaac.  We often apply that scripture, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest” (Gen.22:2), to what God did in the offering up of Christ, which is right.  It is also right to look at it from the point of view of what Abraham did as the “Friend of God” (James 2:23), relating to the will of God.  God then honoured him because he did not withhold his son, his only son for whom he had waited and for whom he had asked God.  Abraham loved Isaac very dearly and yet he did not withhold him because he understood that it was the will of God that he should be offered up.

I was thinking about this in relation to Hebrews 10.  If we want to understand someone who is subject to the will of God, we need to look at Jesus in all that He was in His pathway for God.  “Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou has prepared me a body”.  It was a body that would be given up.  It would be seen here in testimony according to the will of God, but it would be given up at the cross.  The body that had been prepared for Him in order that He would fulfil the will of God and be here as a testimony to God, would be given up according to the will of God.

The Lord could say in relation to this, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matt.26:39.  It involved what was going to happen and what He was going to feel, literally, in His body when He had to give it up in death – giving up that body in subjection to the will of God.  “Then I said, Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”.  We can link this to the first chapter of Ephesians.  What God did according to the good pleasure of His will (Eph.1:5), what He did according to the counsel of His will (Eph.1:11), these things were taken up in this statement: “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”.

The Lord Jesus understood the pleasure of God and the counsels of God in relation to His will, and He was devoted to carrying out that will.  Thus He says prophetically, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”.  In verse 9 the scripture adds, “Lo, I come to do thy will”.  What a pleasure it was in the sight of God to see One so committed.  He saw it in part in Abraham, but He saw it in completeness in Christ, in this Man who was here to fulfil His will.  What an example that is for us, beloved brethren – a blessed Man who would say “Lo, I come to do thy will”.  The writer to the Hebrews adds, “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”.  That refers to all the things that were going to be established by Christ filling out the will of God in subjection to Him, including the intensity of His sufferings and His going into death and being three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  It was all according to the will and the counsel of God.  Christ is the supreme example of one who was subject to the will of God.

In Matthew 11 the Lord is speaking to His own, saying, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”.  While the Lord was carrying out the will of God here upon the earth, He enjoyed His relationships with His Father.  There is a clear indication of this in the scripture, “take me not away in the midst of my days!”, Ps.102:24.  In His life here the Lord enjoyed His relationships while He carried out the will of God.  The prospect of that enjoyment ceasing for a time did not turn Him aside.  We have had a touch recently in relation to the Lord’s face being set steadfastly to go to Jerusalem.  That was in relation to fulfilling the will of God.

The Lord says, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”.  That is the rest of relationship, the rest that Christ enjoyed: the rest of His soul, speaking very reverently and carefully.  There was no agitation with the Lord as He carried out the will of God.  He was subject to God’s will, because He loved it.  It was His food to do the will of God.  He goes on to say, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls”.  The yoke here involves becoming subject to the Lord’s will in a scene where His will is rejected.  In taking on His yoke, we accept His will, we walk with Him, and we find rest to our souls in being conscious of divine affection and support.  Responsibilities in the testimony that might have been arduous and burdensome become “easy” and “light” as we take on His yoke and learn from Him.  The result is fruit for God, and spiritual blessing for us.

Beloved brethren, it is as we are in conformity to Christ, taking on the feature of subjection to God, that we learn to take on this yoke and to fill out our part in accord with the will God.  It is the same will that is spoken of when the writer adds, “by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ” (Heb.10:10).  That will was bringing about all that love designed and we are to learn to move according to that will.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”.  We can go through the gospels and see how the Lord moved, and what He did, and where He retired to; how He prayed and how He acted in relation to those who were opposed to Him.  We see how He committed Himself to God’s will.

We were speaking recently about the Lord in John 4.  He was “wearied with the way he had come”, John 4:6.  That describes One who was ever subject to the will of God, literally wearied with the way He had come.  Think of the Lord of glory sitting like that beside a well, physically tired because of the way He had come in subjection to the will of God.  In Matthew 11, He says to those who come to Him, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me … and ye shall find rest to your souls”.  It is the result of entering the pathway of doing the will of God.

That links with this passage in Romans 12: “And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”.  The Lord understood perfectly the goodness of the will of God, and we will be blessed as we accept that it is good, that the will of God is not an onerous thing.  Abraham understood the will of God and what it was in its goodness, and what it was to be subject to it.  If we go to Hebrews 11 we can see that Abraham believed that the God he knew was able to raise Isaac even from the dead.  He was prepared to be subject to the will of God, believing that whatever it would be, would be good.

Are we willing to say that God’s will is acceptable?  Beloved brethren, that is where the test lies.  As we take the Lord’s yoke upon us and learn from Him, we begin to learn that the will of God is acceptable.  It is what we learn as we take on the Lord’s yoke.  It is how we learn to be subject to that will.  It becomes acceptable to us.  It is not something we push against.  Why?  Because of what it is in its character and who it comes from.  It is “the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”.  It is perfect in its result.

Eternity will be filled with persons who have been brought there by the will of God, having been formed and made perfect by “the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”.  It is a wonderful thing, but it is also very testing because the will of God involves going against everything that we tend towards after nature.  We have to learn that being subject to the will of God, though it may go against all that we desire or prefer naturally, is how we prove that the will of God is good, acceptable and perfect.  Abraham knew that, and of course the Lord knew that.  We need to find it so for ourselves.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me … and ye shall find rest to your souls”.

May we be encouraged in it, for His name’s sake.

 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

1 August 2023

Terry W Lock

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 10:5-9 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body. [6] Thou tookest no pleasure in burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin. [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will. [8] Above, saying Sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou willedst not, neither tookest pleasure in (which are offered according to the law); [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Hebrews 10:5-9 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body. [6] Thou tookest no pleasure in burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin. [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will. [8] Above, saying Sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou willedst not, neither tookest pleasure in (which are offered according to the law); [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Genesis 22:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

James 2:23 (JND) [23] And the scripture was fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness, and he was called Friend of God.

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Ephesians 1:5 (JND) [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

Ephesians 1:11 (JND) [11] in whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will,

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Psalms 102:24 (JND) [24] I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days! Thy years are from generation to generation.

Hebrews 10:10 (JND) [10] by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:6 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …



HANDFULS

Genesis 41:47,48;  Ruth 2:14-16;  1 Kings 17:12-16

These scriptures refer to handfuls, which is a very gracious term because a handful is within the compass of each of us, young and old.  A handful in the sense of some impression of Christ would enable us – linking on with what our brother has said – to carry out the will of God as it applies to each of us in some way.  It would be something laid upon us by the Holy Spirit, something perhaps which reflects the walk of the Lord Jesus.  A handful would stimulate us to take on an impression of Christ – the One who did the will of God in all its fulness.

When we think of the Lord Jesus Himself in relation to a ‘handful’, it is rather different.  On the great day of atonement described in Leviticus 16, the high priest went into the holiest with both hands full of fragrant incense beaten small (Lev.16:12).  There, outside the veil, was the slaughtered bullock.  How awful were the Lord’s atoning sufferings.  There at Calvary, the incense was beaten small.  Every minute of those three hours of the forsaking had its own significance and every minute produced its own fragrance for God.  The high priest took the censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar into the holiest and he put the incense on the fire.  A cloud of fragrant incense was emitted which covered the mercy seat.  What was the meaning of it all?  It meant that, in the great work of redemption which required the laying down of the life of Jesus and the shedding of His precious blood, there was something that was infinitely fragrant to the nostrils of God Himself.

There was what was fragrant to God in the One who accomplished the will of God in its most intimate and holy detail.  It was the will of God that that precious life should be laid down.  But what satisfaction for God to savour the fragrance of the holy incense!  

The Lord Jesus is ever unique in that respect – not just a handful, but both hands full of fragrant incense beaten small.  Yet for us there is a handful, and it is available to each of us.  We have touched on this in our recent readings on Joseph.  For seven years – what full complete provision – the land brought forth by handfuls, and Joseph gathered in the produce and put the food in the cities.  That is to say for everyone, for every citizen, there was a handful of corn to satisfy every appetite, sufficient to meet every need.  Each one of us is a field in that sense, or has a field.  The scripture says, “Prepare thy work without, and put thy field in order, and afterwards build thy house”, Prov.24:27.

How important the field is: fertility of soul is essential.  Our hearts are to be tilled, productive and fruitful.  We may think we do not have much, but scripture speaks about how much food there is in the tillage of the poor (Prov.13:23).  In a sense, we are all poor, we may feel poor in our appreciation of what God has provided in His grace and in His mercy.  But as we engage in tillage, there is increase.  That is to say, as we till the ground, as we search our souls and enjoy these holy links in communion with the Lord Jesus and with divine Persons, there is that produced in our souls which is for the divine pleasure and for our own nourishment.

“And put the food in the cities; the food of the fields of the city, which were around about it, he laid up in it”: that should be an exercise for each one of us, that our fields should be productive so that we are able to bring into the city something for the satisfaction and enjoyment of all in the gathering.  Our local assemblies should be depositories where food is laid up in order that the hearts of all might be satisfied.  How affecting that the Lord Jesus prophetically took the place of being a tiller of the ground: “I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth”, Zec.13:5.  How touching to think thus of the Lord in His lowly service here – as a bondman and tiller carrying out the will of His master.  He took that ground in blessed humility, as a tiller of the ground.  “Much food is in the tillage of the poor”: we can have part in that, by securing from our own fields handfuls of food for our local gatherings so that our local assemblies are built up and become a place of nourishment and sustenance for our souls.

We come to Ruth, a very fine study.  Mercy and grace had reached Ruth the Moabitess, and in her history and return from the country of Moab, she chanced to light on an allotment of Boaz.  How grateful we are for the way divine mercy has met us and has found us.  Grace has worked with us, and the result is that we have come to an allotment of Boaz.  Boaz speaks of the Lord Jesus, and in his allotment she has this great encounter with Boaz himself.  It says, “he reached her parched corn”.  Can you picture the scene?  There was this Moabitess maiden, welcomed into such a blessed circle of mutual happiness and joy.  Boaz himself, the kinsman redeemer, reaches her parched corn and she ate and was sufficed.  But that was not all.  Boaz says to his workmen, the reapers, “ye shall also sometimes draw out for her some ears out of the handfuls”.  Each of us, as reapers, should have handfuls from which we can draw out ears for the comfort, edification, stimulation and enjoyment of others.  They were to draw out handfuls “and leave them that she may glean”.

Gleaning is a very blessed activity, is it not?  It requires some effort to glean.  You have to search for the corn first of all.  Once the ear is identified, it has to be beaten out for your own satisfaction so that you make the most of it and utilise what is available.  Sometimes we are a bit indolent, but beating out the ears requires attention and energy.  Ruth “beat out what she had gleaned” (v.17).  That is a very healthy exercise, meaning that we reflect upon and assimilate what we glean.  We may gain an impression of Christ in our meetings, but then we need to beat it out.  That is, as you consider and contemplate what you have received, something emerges in your soul that builds up your spiritual constitution, resulting in what is more pleasurable and more bountiful for the heart of God Himself.

In 1 Kings 17, the circumstances were difficult.  Elijah, the great prophet of Jehovah at that time, encountered a widow woman.  She was gathering two sticks, and she was wishing to die.  What an outlook – wishing to die.  She says she only has a handful of meal in a barrel and a little oil in a cruse; but one little impression of Christ is able to sustain us.  Do you think the testimony is going to die out?  There is still a handful of meal in the barrel, and a little oil in the cruse.  Something of Christ remains to bear us up, to see us through.  In the address to Philadelphia (Rev.3:7-13), there is mention of “a little power” (v.8).  It may be little, but a little power enables you to go through the opened door into that realm of divine purpose so blessed, and to enjoy these sublime relationships that are available to us.  A little power brings us into these things.  How we should desire to know, in dependence and humility, something of what belongs to Philadelphia.  A handful of meal would not look very much in a big barrel, but it was sufficient to sustain the widow and her son and Elijah for a full year.  It was a whole year, a complete exercise, and there was divine provision available for it.  We encounter testing issues, ongoing situations and circumstances in our lives, but for a whole year they were sustained by the handful of meal and a little oil.  The Holy Spirit’s power, represented in the oil, is available to us in that way, but also the handful of meal, suggestive of the sufficiency of the Lord Jesus to meet our every need.

The handful will continue until the end of the dispensation, when the Lord comes for His own.  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”, Heb.13:8.  He is ever with us.  He is the Sustainer of life and He is also the Revealer of secrets (see note, Gen.41:45).  He is the Bread of life too, the true bread that comes down from heaven, and gives life to the world (John 6:32,33).  The handful of meal will sustain us right to the journey’s end.  We may think it too little, but it is all-sufficient to take us to that long-expected moment when the Lord Jesus Himself shall come and take us to be with Him.  Then it will be no longer a little handful of meal, but Christ there in all His glory, His all-sufficiency, and we will be with Him eternally.  But He remains available to us in the present time, and the Holy Spirit is always with us.  There is resource for whatever circumstance we may encounter.

May we be encouraged by these things.  My thought is simply, that the handful is available and is sufficient for every exercise.  You and I can gather up a handful and, from it, draw out some food for the edification of another.  That is how the local assembly prospers; we build up each other in that way, “building yourselves up on your most holy faith”, Jude v.20.  That is an individual matter but collectively, the aggregate of it contributes to the blessing of all.  It is the economy of local assemblies, how they work together to produce a positive result.  It says in our scripture in Genesis “and put the food in the cities; the food of the fields of the city”.  Each city has its own field, and so, in the economy of local assemblies, each local assembly is self-sufficient in that way.  But the economy of local assemblies also means that, while they are self-sufficient, each one works in cooperation with the others.  It is the practical, mutual working out of the blessed fellowship into which all believers are called, the fellowship of God’s Son (1 Cor.1:9).

May our hearts be encouraged, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Genesis 41:47-48 (JND) [47] And in the seven years of plenty the land brought forth by handfuls. [48] And he gathered up all the food of the seven years that was in the land of Egypt, and put the food in the cities; the food of the fields of the city, which were round about it, he laid up in it.

Genesis 41:47-48 (JND) [47] And in the seven years of plenty the land brought forth by handfuls. [48] And he gathered up all the food of the seven years that was in the land of Egypt, and put the food in the cities; the food of the fields of the city, which were round about it, he laid up in it.

Ruth 2:14-16 (JND) [14] And Boaz said to her at mealtime, Come hither and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and he reached her parched corn, and she ate and was sufficed, and reserved [some]. [15] And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and ye shall not reproach her. [16] And ye shall also sometimes draw out for her [some ears] out of the handfuls, and leave them that she may glean, and rebuke her not.

Ruth 2:14-16 (JND) [14] And Boaz said to her at mealtime, Come hither and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and he reached her parched corn, and she ate and was sufficed, and reserved [some]. [15] And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and ye shall not reproach her. [16] And ye shall also sometimes draw out for her [some ears] out of the handfuls, and leave them that she may glean, and rebuke her not.

1 Kings 17:12-16 (JND) [12] And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. [13] And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. [14] For thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! [15] And she went and did according to the word of Elijah; and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. [16] The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Leviticus 16:12 (JND) [12] And he shall take the censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before Jehovah, and both his hands full of fragrant incense beaten small, and bring it inside the veil.

Proverbs 24:27 (JND) [27] Prepare thy work without, and put thy field in order, and afterwards build thy house.

Proverbs 13:23 (JND) [23] Much food is in the tillage of the poor; but there is that is lost for want of judgment.

Zechariah 13:5 (JND) [5] And he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me [as bondman] from my youth.

1 Kings 17 (JND) [1] And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. [2] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [3] Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. …

Revelation 3:7-13 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Genesis 41:45 (JND) [45] And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah, and gave him as wife Asnath the daughter of Potipherah the priest in On. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

John 6:32-33 (JND) [32] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, [It is] not Moses that has given you the bread out of heaven; but my Father gives you the true bread out of heaven. [33] For the bread of God is he who comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world.

Jude 1:20 (JND) [20] But *ye*, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.



THE HALLOWING OF THE PRIESTS

Exodus 29

We have not here types of how a sinner can be cleansed from sin so as to be found amongst the people of God as forgiven and justified.  We are reading of how priests are hallowed and consecrated.

The first thing is moral cleansing.  “And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring near the entrance of the tent of meeting, and shalt bathe them with water.”  But this is done, we may say, in the light of all that Christ is as seen typically in verses 1 and 2.  What a wonderful cluster of types of Christ is introduced there!

“One young bullock” – a large type of Christ as the One capable of being made sin and glorifying God in bearing its judgment.  This is a most important apprehension of Christ in the soul.  “Two rams without blemish” to set Him forth in His maturity and energy as the burnt-offering, and the One wholly devoted to God and to His saints.  “Unleavened bread” to speak of what He was as without sin in holy humanity.  “Unleavened cakes mingled with oil,” typifying what He was as conceived by the Holy Spirit.  His humanity was such as could only have been produced in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Then “unleavened wafers anointed with oil” speak of Him as the blessed Man anointed by the Holy Spirit.  The bread and cakes were all to be put “into one basket”; every feature of the holy humanity of Christ is to be held together.  It was holy and sinless, produced in the power of the Holy Spirit, and found suitable to be anointed by the Holy Spirit after being tested in the circumstances of human life for thirty years. 

As Christ in these varied aspects is before the heart, we are prepared to see the necessity for the complete setting aside of all that man is according to the flesh.  The bathing, so far as Aaron is concerned, signifies that it is Christ as having gone through death that we know and are identified with.  He went through death that the moral cleansing of His death might become effective in us; that is, that we might be cleansed in mind and affection from that for which He died.  He came into death for all that in us which is contrary to Himself – and that means everything that we were according to the flesh – that the Spirit might give our souls to know the import of the water from His side.  He “came by water and by blood” (1 John 5:6).  The blood is put first in the Gospel (John 19:34) because it meets the glory of God as to sin, but the water comes first in the Epistle because what John has in view there is moral cleansing.  The order in 1 John 5:8 is “the Spirit, and the water, and the blood”.  It is as having the Spirit that “the truth” of the water and the blood can be in our souls.

The death of Christ effected sacrificially the complete removal of the man after the flesh from before God, but this may be known by the Spirit for moral purification.  Christ has died as in the place of that man and is eternally free from him, but he died that His death might free us.  We are entitled to be with God for His holy service completely apart from man after the flesh. …

What is not according to Christ will not do for God, nor for the heart that loves Him.  Then the Spirit makes good to the soul the meaning of the water which, as well as the blood, flowed from the side of the dead Christ.  All that we were according to the flesh must go; it has gone in the death of the Son of God; it cannot have any place in His service.

There must be some consciousness of this in order to be free to contemplate Christ as He is introduced to us here.  We see Him invested with all the priestly characteristics and glory of which the holy garments speak; and we see Him as the One anointed.  It is the glory of Christ as the anointed Priest in heaven that is here presented to us.  God would enrich us in a blessed way with the unsearchable riches of Christ.  One covets to be so enriched, and that saints should be so enriched, that when we come together Christ comes out because our hearts are full of Him.  That is greatly to God’s delight.

Then we see how “Aaron and his sons” are linked together; it is a very characteristic phrase of this chapter.  It is God’s pleasure that there should be a priestly family identified in affection with Christ; and it is due to Christ and to the blessed God that we should be available thus for priestly service in the beauty of holiness.  God has brought into being a generation capable of appreciating Christ, and this could not be without a nature that was kindred with Him.

There can be no doubt that God is working in a special way to bring about priestly state and conditions in His saints.  Priestly conditions and sensibilities were lacking at Corinth; hence the Apostle wrote the first Epistle to bring about self-judgment, that they might come into the good of the washing – that there might be moral purification.  Then the second Epistle is more like bringing out the priestly garments, and clothing the saints with them.  

Then as clothed the priests “lean with their hands upon the head of the bullock” – a large type of Christ as sin-offering.  This indicates the great sense God would give to the priestly company of the ability of Christ to deal with sin, and entirely to remove from before God what is offensive to Him.  The dealing with sin must be according to divine holiness.  And the priests have to identify themselves with it before God. …

The blood and the anointing oil being sprinkled upon Aaron and his sons and their garments, would show how the Spirit is connected with all the value of the sacrifice of Christ.  Indeed, the fact that there is a company under the priestly anointing is the most wonderful evidence of the value of that sacrifice.  If God has anointed us it is because He delights to give this testimony to the value of what Christ has done.  But here it is the Spirit as power to take up priestly relations with God.  The death of Christ in its true import as known in the power of the Spirit is to mark the persons and associations of the holy priesthood.  They are to be known as having died with Christ from the elements of the world, and as judging that if “one died for all, then all have died; and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised.” …

Moses was to take the breast of the ram of consecration and wave it before Jehovah; “and it shall be thy part”.  The ram of consecration had a peace-offering character, and what marks the peace-offering is the participation of all concerned.  Jehovah had a portion, the priest had a portion, and the offerer had a portion; it spoke of communion.  And I think we have a type here of the portion which Christ as Mediator has in relation to the consecration of the priesthood.  As Mediator He has brought the love and mind of God to us; that is the divine side.  But the breast of the ram of consecration is, if I understand it aright, the love disclosed in death which ere long will be the main-spring to set the whole reconciled universe in movement responsively to the love of God.  That love is known today by the assembly, and it has become there the living spring of all that is pleasurable to God.  And I think the Lord finds, and ever will find, His peculiar and personal satisfaction in having brought in the powerful impulse of His own love to quicken in the priestly company, and eventually in the vast universe of bliss, affections appreciative of, and responsive to, the love of God.  The love of Christ which surpasses knowledge gives impulse Godward to all that comes under its power, and I believe it is His peculiar satisfaction that it should do so.  It is very blessed to think of the love of God being perfectly revealed, but it is also most blessed to think of full response to that love being secured.  There is something for God in that.  The love of Christ will yet fill the universe of bliss with affections responsive to God.  At the present time His love is the spring of all priestly affections and service; it sets all in movement Godward.  And He has His own portion in having secured it by His love for the pleasure of God. …

And bringing in here the food of the priestly family is very important as connecting the strength of the priesthood with the communion of the people of God.  Priestly vigour is dependent on right conditions of christian fellowship.  It is an instructive connection.  The more energetic and faithful we are in promoting fellowship, the more nourishment will there be for the priests.  

The first character of the peace-offering was that it was “for a thanksgiving” (Lev.7:12).  This would correspond with “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ?” (1 Cor.10:16).  As brought into the common joy of the love of God made known in the blood of Christ, believers can have fellowship in thanksgiving.  So we bless the cup together.  Then, further, the peace-offering might be “a vow, or voluntary” (Lev.7:16).  This implies more energy in the affections, and it involves the devoted recognition of what is due to the Lord.  It is not only that He has been for us, but it is due to Him that we should be for Him.  It is essential to christian fellowship that we should maintain together what is due to the Lord.  Whatever is inconsistent with the rights of the Lord is an offence against christian fellowship, and if it is allowed there is not the true character of christian fellowship, though there may be a believers’ meeting.  A vow is an evidence of devotedness in the affections.  We read of some that “they gave themselves first to the Lord, and  to us by God’s will” (2 Cor.8:5).  If you have really come under the influence of the grace and love of God it becomes a joy to dedicate yourself.  J.N.D. used to say that in Romans 6 God sets a man free, and then the question is, What is that free man going to do?  He yields himself to God.  We are to present our bodies a living sacrifice.  What has once been dedicated cannot be withdrawn.  If a man who has yielded himself to God is afterwards found doing his own will, Scripture would regard him as a fool. … Fellowship is greatly promoted by devotedness.  We are to be for the Lord individually and together.

 

C. A. Coates ‘Outline of Exodus’ pp.233 – 243.

(Quotations from Scripture in this article are from both the Authorised Version and the Darby Translation).
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Scripture references

Exodus 29 (JND) [1] And this is the thing which thou shalt do to them to hallow them, that they may serve me as priests: take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish, [2] and unleavened bread, and unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil of wheaten flour shalt thou make them. [3] And thou shalt put them into one basket, and present them in the basket, with the bullock and the two rams. …

1 John 5:6 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

1 John 5:8 (JND) [8] the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one.

Leviticus 7:12 (JND) [12] If he present it for a thanksgiving, then he shall present with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and fine flour saturated with oil, cakes mingled with oil.

1 Corinthians 10:16 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ?

Leviticus 7:16 (JND) [16] And if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, or voluntary, it shall be eaten the same day that he presented his sacrifice; on the morrow also the remainder of it shall be eaten;

2 Corinthians 8:5 (JND) [5] And not according as we hoped, but they gave themselves first to the Lord, and to us by God's will.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …
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