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A SON OF PEACE

W. Schubert 

Luke 10: 1–6 (to “upon it”); Acts 16: 13–18; 18: 7, 8; 1 Corinthians 16: 15, 16 

The thought which I have is the necessity for a city or a village to have a son of peace. It seems very simple but it is really very important. The Lord, after He sent out the twelve, sent out seventy others. We understand that the Lord is extending His ministry. It is in view of preparing a way for Himself that they were sent “two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come”. They should prepare a way for Himself. 

That is the main thing. The two and two are good but they are not enough; we need the Lord. 

Ministry is good, but it is not enough. True ministry paves the way for the Lord Himself. But it could be that there are cities in which no son of peace is found. The test now is not that I should look for a son of peace in my locality, but I am challenged whether I am a son of peace in my locality, where the servants can come and prepare the way for the Lord to come. 

The ministry is sent from the Lord. Troubles in local assemblies are because of the lack of a son of peace. It does not mean that there is to be only one; the more the better. 

I received this impression while I was here in Villa Grove. We have had ministry meetings and in them I think the Lord drew attention to peace. There was a fine word that the Lord can not only bring the storm to rest but also the waves (Mark 4: 39–41). The brother said that sometimes the storm is quenched but the waves are working in our hearts for months afterwards because of the storm. The Lord brings both into peace at once. At another occasion we had a fine word as to the Lord Jesus being “our peace”; “He is our peace”, Ephesians 2: 14. It is very, very encouraging. He is the centre of peace Himself and He is the pattern for everything. He is the Prince of peace. The coming age will be marked by peace because He will be in rule. We had another good word as to a peace-maker (Matthew 5: 9) which is more than a son of peace. It was a young brother who spoke and he said that it is very testing. The Lord says, “Blessed the peace-makers, for they shall be called sons of God”. 

I just mention these things because it is encouraging to go around and learn what the Lord is doing in localities. 

Peace is a very important subject. Scripture also says that Jehovah is “a man of war”. He is “a man of war”, and He will be. No teaching that is not based on Scripture will stand. But the Lord will bring in the time of war. David had to wait in the battle with the Philistines for the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry-trees (1 Chronicles 14: 15). The Lord will deal with the whole scene finally. There are many teachings in Christendom, and maybe among us, which are not based on Scripture. They are from the imagination of man and they trouble the saints and they are not for peace. But the son of peace will be a son of peace even if testings are there, because he is one. I would like to be one. It is important for every local assembly. The Lord sends the seventy disciples out and He first says, “I send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves”. These are the kind of persons whom the Lord Jesus is sending. 

He does not send wolves in sheep’s clothing. He sends real lambs, who have the spirit of Jesus. Those who have gone before us and helped us much have been such. They were the same on the outside as they were on the inside. There was no disparity. The Lord Himself is the great Model. The servants 

had to accept this, to be sent in the midst of wolves, But then He says, into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace to this house”. They come from the Lord. They bring the peace of Christ. The Lord comes amongst us if conditions are right. He does not come amongst us because we are brethren, or because we are amongst those who have the teaching. He will not be here if conditions are not right. He is not bound to come. He comes when conditions are right and He brings peace. In John 20 He brought in peace twice, once in relation to the privilege side, where He wants to bring us, and the other in relation to service. He says, 

“Peace be to you”. He sends them out with His peace. 

It is precious that this ministry that comes from Christ comes with peace. It is a thing which is not found in this world. There is no peace on this earth. It is said “on earth peace”, but we see that the One in whom peace had been personified and centred has been rejected. Peace is in heaven, but peace will again be on the earth when He is here. In a country without peace there is no development. There is no safety. You may have a country where there is no real war but where there is not peace. Behind every bush there may be someone ready to shoot. 

That is what happens in some countries. There is no peace and no food. If there is only strife or trouble in a locality there cannot be food. I just think that this is what the Lord would stress—“if a son of peace be there”. He says, “And if a son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it”. That is a great thing that the peace of those whom the Lord has sent is resting. It is at home there. It is a very fine thing. 

In Luke it seems that the son of peace is important to the local place. In Matthew 18 it looks as if the little child is needed because Matthew has 

administration in mind. Before the Lord begins with the teaching as to administration in the assembly He brings a little child before them. Certainly the men, who had those ministries which we value, were like a little child. In John’s gospel, the “dead man Lazarus” (John 12: 1) was of importance for a locality. We were reminded of this in Denton. One brother there said that the trouble in Corinth was that the dead man Lazarus was lacking. He was found in a few in Corinth, but they did not pay attention to it. So Paul bring in what answers to the 

“dead man Lazarus”; he brings in the word of the cross, the finish of every other kind of man. 

Let us be concerned to find out what it is when peace rests—“your peace shall rest upon it”. 

It is wonderful to get peace in ministry by those who prepare the way for the Lord to come. 

Peace is resting and we go home from the meeting with peace in our hearts, not what this world has, because this world cannot give peace. The Lord says in John 14 that He gives peace, not as the world gives it, but real peace from the scene where everything is settled according to God. Nothing will stand against God. An impression of the greatness of the One who is our peace will encourage us to continue. Such a locality can develop. We all should make ourselves available to be sons of peace. 

I thought of the other scriptures because the persons we have read of are sons of peace. What Paul had, that great volume of ministry, rested. It says there was a woman “whose heart the Lord opened, to attend to the things spoken by Paul”. She must be like a son of peace. Her heart was opened and she provided great stability in the locality. When you read Philippians you think of this dear woman there and others who became sons of peace. Even the jailor became one, because he had seen that all the activities of the Roman 

empire were useless. There was no peace. Even if the prison was full—there was no peace, but if Christ has His place, there is peace. So I think this feature—“If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there”—is like peace resting. It is like this son of peace in Luke 10, “your peace shall rest upon it”. Paul abode there and we know how things there continued. We read later that brethren were there. There will be enlargement if there is a son of peace. There will be no enlargement if there are only men of war. A country will die if there is always war. We had it in Germany during the Middle Ages—thirty years of war. There were diseases and strife and the country was about to die. Let us pray for this, that the Lord may give us each to be a son of peace. It means that we judge ourselves and feel how sensitive the upbuilding of a locality is. The construction of a locality is a very sensitive matter. A son of peace would not decide anything by himself or with his friends, would he? He would always regard what the Lord has in a place. What he does, he would do for peace. 

I read of Corinth, where we find the teaching of the local assembly. Paul started first with Priscilla and Aquila. But later he found that the Jews, to whom he testified that Jesus was the Christ, were not sons of peace. It says, “He shook his clothes, and said to them, Your blood be upon your own head— I am pure; from henceforth I will go to the nations”, Acts 18: 6. 

There was no acceptance of the truth with these people; they were not sons of peace. But it is very interesting that “he came to the house of a certain man, by name Justus, who worshipped God, whose house adjoined the synagogue”. It is very interesting that it is even mentioned here in Scripture that this house adjoined the synagogue. We had a lot in the past 

about detached houses, but here was an attached house. Why should we be afraid of the influence of this judged world? Why should we not have power to influence others? Perhaps because this house adjoined the synagogue, Crispus became a believer. He was a son of peace, I am sure. The influence of this house, and the wealth which was there, extended even to the synagogue. So Crispus “believed in the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptised”. You see how it spread. Paul could begin with Justus. Justus was a son of peace. There was enlargement so that even the ruler of the synagogue believed—and another who followed him was harshly dealt with. It says, “having all laid hold on Sosthenes the ruler of the synagogue, they beat him before the judgment-seat”. That was one side; outwardly there was no peace. This is perhaps the same Sosthenes that we find in 1 Corinthians 1, “Sosthenes the brother”. I think he was tired of this kind of war among the Jews, among those who rejected the Lord Jesus. They had no peace, they did not long for peace, they wanted war. They lost one ruler after the other. I do not make too much of this house being adjoined, but it shows the influence that extended. The saints are stronger than the world and all that the world can bring, because we have Christ, and Christ is dwelling in the saints. There is power with the saints. Let us be more encouraged and not just be on the defensive. We can be on the offensive by bringing peace and blessing, rather than war, and the Lord will be with us. 

I would like to mention, in closing, the house of Stephanas. It is one which Paul speaks of in the first chapter of this epistle. Stephanas must also have been a son of peace, because Paul baptised him and his household. And we see the result here. He speaks of this fine household, 

“they have 

devoted themselves to the saints for service”. That was their moral power, not anything else. 

If any one has influence it should not be through his mind, or his money, or any kind of political influence. Nothing of that; it is by his committal. They (the house of Stephanas) were committed like the poor widow in Luke 21. They devoted themselves to the saints for service and they are respected because of their committal. “Be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring”. That is the matter—labouring; not only speaking, but labouring. Labouring is more than speaking. Paul spoke, but that was not all; he laboured. He served the saints. He served the saints also with his hands it says. 

May the Lord help us and encourage us to see that there is no blessing where there is no son of peace. And we can come to it by the gospel, by the grace of the Lord Jesus. We have to be changed. We are not this by nature. We are sons of wrath. We are all wild and have all kinds of ideas. We have to be changed to be sons of peace. And may we go on and be able even to be peacemakers, which is greater. May the Lord encourage us. 

Address at Villa Grove, Ill.
20 October 1990

 


Scripture references

Luke 10:1-6 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. [4] Carry neither purse nor scrip nor sandals, and salute no one on the way. [5] And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace to this house. [6] And if a son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it; but if not it shall turn to you again.

Acts 16:13-18 (JND) [13] And on the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where it was the custom for prayer to be, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had assembled. [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us. [16] And it came to pass as we were going to prayer that a certain female slave, having a spirit of Python, met us, who brought much profit to her masters by prophesying. [17] She, having followed Paul and us, cried saying, These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you [the] way of salvation. [18] And this she did many days. And Paul, being distressed, turned, and said to the spirit, I enjoin thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And it came out the same hour.

Acts 18:7-8 (JND) [7] And departing thence he came to the house of a certain [man], by name Justus, who worshipped God, whose house adjoined the synagogue. [8] But Crispus the ruler of the synagogue believed in the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptised.

1 Corinthians 16:15-16 (JND) [15] But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,) [16] that *ye* should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring.

Mark 4:39-41 (JND) [39] And awaking up he rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, Silence; be mute. And the wind fell, and there was a great calm. [40] And he said to them, Why are ye [thus] fearful? how [is it] ye have not faith? [41] And they feared [with] great fear, and said one to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

Ephesians 2:14 (JND) [14] For *he* is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure,

Matthew 5:9 (JND) [9] Blessed the peace-makers, for *they* shall be called sons of God.

1 Chronicles 14:15 (JND) [15] And it shall be, when thou hearest the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry-trees, that then thou shalt go out to battle; for God will have gone forth before thee to smite the army of the Philistines.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

John 12:1 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Acts 18:6 (JND) [6] But as they opposed and spoke injuriously, he shook his clothes, and said to them, Your blood be upon your own head: *I* [am] pure; from henceforth I will go to the nations.

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

Luke 21 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; …



OUR SECURITY

A. E. Dunne 

Genesis 6: 13–22; 7: 17–24; 8: 1–14 

I just want to point out several features from these very interesting scriptures which bear on our 

security. This was a terrible catastrophe; you can feel it as you read of it. There was no escape for those who did not belong to Noah—no escape; that is what is emphasised. If anyone does not belong to Christ, there is no escape. 

We read in Hebrews that Noah made an ark for the saving of his house. Now, whilst that is treated there as an example to believers, we cannot leave out of it our Lord Jesus, because He has saved His house, that is, all who belong to Him, but no one else. If I have not a link with Christ, I am outside the ark. It is emphasized that those who belonged to Noah—by natural ties then, spiritual ties now—were secure when wrath fell on mankind. That is in keeping with what the apostle says in Romans 5: 9, “we shall be saved by him from wrath”. It is by Him. We can think of eternal wrath, although I have a feeling that that scripture refers to the wrath that is coming on mankind in time. There is eternal wrath and there is temporal wrath. 

Whatever it is, those who belong to the great Noah never perish, as the Lord Jesus said, “and they shall never perish”. That is the word of God. Those who belong to Him, who have trusted in Him for their salvation, are safe, but no others are. 

Now this ark took some time to build—a hundred and twenty years—but as the time drew near for the flood to come in it would be very evident that it was a provision for the sea; it was a boat. You can think of men building a house, for example. At the start you see foundations, and there is no very clear indication to the ordinary man of what it is going to be like. The architect may know, but after a while it becomes clear to others what kind of structure it is. What I want to say now is that as we get nearer this terrible day of wrath that is coming on the world it is 

becoming more evident what a precious provision Christ is to escape from it. 

Whenever those antediluvians found themselves outside that ark, and the earth was covered with water, then they would know that the ark was the very thing needed for such a time. 

There was the ark that could have saved them, but they were not in it. The situation became so apparent that even fools would not fail to identify that ark as the very thing for that catastrophe. And I am sure it is the same today for those who believe—and perhaps even for some who do not trust Him—how apparent it is that it is just the Lord Jesus Christ who is the One for the moment. 

So as this ark was under construction it would become apparent as the hundred and twenty years drew near to completion that, at any rate, what was being built was a ship, and was meant to survive a large inundation of the earth. The evil men of the time did not think that it was going to happen, but God had said that it was going to happen, and Noah had told them so for a hundred and twenty years, and showed it by building the ark. He preached to them about it. The thing became more apparent as time went on that this vessel was the very means of escape from a flood that was coming, a perfect provision to save the people from being drowned in it. And the Lord Jesus is the very Person for our eternal security when we are in danger of losing our souls. That is what I want to say for a start. 

Now this ark was built of a certain wood gopher wood. That is wood that is not corruptible and does not rot. No matter how long it is in water it does not rot. But that was not enough. It had to be pitched inside and outside with pitch. There was to be no possibility whatever that any water would get through the seams. And the word 

“pitch” is related to the word “atonement” (or “cover”) in Scripture, which means there is a complete “cover” for sin, a complete obliteration of it. God’s judgment for sin can never reach or touch those who have redemption in Christ Jesus. There is no possibility whatever of Christ failing to be our Redeemer. How certain things are when it comes to our eternal security! It is wonderful to think that the thing that many say you cannot be sure about is the very thing God says you can be sure about—the salvation of your soul. 

Then it had to be made, it says, with three storeys—with a lower, second and third storey. It was not that there was to be one great area in the ark where everybody was. It was made with divisions, and there were different levels. That is very interesting. Each kind kept to its own cell; there was to be no confusion; it was a scene of order and peace. And it also suggests what Scripture speaks of in the New Testament as the various families named of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3: 15). Not all are equal in their knowledge of Him, the blessed Person who will fill eternity. There are grades of apprehension and power to take in divine thoughts, and the cells in the ark reflected that. God, you see, does not just deal in generalities. He is specific and discriminating, and there are certain groups of saved persons that have higher places than others. But there is one thing that I must say, and that is that, although this is true, there was only one door into the ark. Everybody came in in the same way. Typically they all had to come in through our Lord Jesus Christ. One door was set in the side of the ark— only one. No matter where they came from—the lion from the jungle, or the eagle from its high nest, or even the snake making its way from the grass—all kinds came in, suggesting sinners of all sorts reaching their happy places of 

safety. Israel will have a happy place; the nations will have a happy place; the assembly will have a happy place, but all come in by the one door. The assembly will have a unique place, being gathered now in the day of grace. 

And it is not just a door in the ordinary sense. The Hebrew word suggests it is not a door with hinges. It is an opening in the wall of the structure of the ship. It is open of itself. The way of salvation is free, full, and for all. That is, until God shuts it when the day of grace is over. But it is a very wonderful matter that all will have come into blessing by the same way. The same Saviour has saved them all. Now that is very helpful to me. It lets me in; it is wide enough to let me in. 

And then, as we go on, we find that Noah was to make sure that these persons and living things would be inside. He was to bring them in. But then it says in another section that they were to go in to Noah. That is a word for anybody who says, ‘I must wait until God does something’. No, indeed, God will do something, but you must do something. It says also they came ‘unto Noah into the ark’. Noah went in and his sons, his wife, and their wives, and all the others. So there are the two sides. God will look after His side, but you must look after your side. Make sure that you get to Christ! 

Now another point, I want to draw your attention to is that it is said that this flood covered the mountains. It is interesting that later on it is said that as the waters abated the mountains were seen. They were covered until then. Now their “tops” were seen. I think in this scripture “mountains” suggest the purposes of God. There are the “ancient mountains” and the “everlasting hills” (Deuteronomy 35: 15)—the purposes of God. But the scripture tells us that these mountains were covered, that is, it seemed as if the purposes of God had been overwhelmed, swallowed up, by the necessary judgment that had to be passed upon sin. It looked like that. 

Sin had come into God’s creation and affected man. The devil might have been heard to say to God that His purposes had been defeated; He must judge man, and God’s own judgment had apparently swamped His purposes. The creature with which His purposes were bound up, even though marked out for blessing before the foundation of the world, had become a subject of judgment. 

Well, it is wonderful to see that the tops of those mountains appeared. Yes, God’s purposes stand and hold fast. The mountains were unaffected by the flood, although at one time they were covered over. We are specially told that the mountains were covered, but then the tops of the mountains were seen. It does not say by whom, but they were seen. They were seen when Christ arose from the dead. That is when the tops of the mountains were seen, not the whole of the mountains. Christ is the “first-fruits”, then later “those that are the Christ’s at his coming”, 1 Corinthians 15: 23. The tops of the mountains were seen when He arose from the dead. The rest of the mountains will be seen when all the saints are also raised from the dead. 

Well, then, it says another interesting thing. “Fifteen cubits upwards the waters prevailed”. We have, no doubt, at times pondered what that means, and what I am going to say does not necessarily indicate that I have got the answer, but it strikes me that it could refer to the draught, as we speak, of the boat—fifteen cubits—as well as the height above the mountains to which the waters rose. The ark was thirty cubits high, and its draught was fifteen cubits, shall we say, that is, it was fifteen cubits in the water. Fifteen cubits of the boat were below the water and fifteen cubits above it. It was in the water to the extent of fifteen cubits—the draught of the vessel. Now I think that that refers to the fact that our Lord Jesus Christ was under the judgment of God in all the reality it involved. He was in the waters. He was not overwhelmed by the waters, but He was in them. Indeed, it tells us that the waters “prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark went on the face of the waters”. And, then, the waters “prevailed exceedingly”. The more terrible the wrath of God was that fell on the Lord Jesus Christ, the more He showed how suited He was to bear it. 

The more it was, the greater was the exhibition of His ability to bear our sins. 

It says in Isaiah 53, “and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”—“laid upon him”. Do you know what that means? It is a word used in the original language for meeting people. Sometimes it is used of a soldier falling upon somebody to kill him—he ‘meets’ him. 

And what this scripture means is that all the iniquities, all the sins, of those who trust in the Lord Jesus met at the cross. They all met there. God laid upon Him the iniquity of us all. So the height to which the waters rose alongside the ark suggests that the Lord Jesus was really under God’s judgment when He bore our sins in His body on the tree. 

And then you get references to the waters retiring, and so forth, until we reach the point where Noah opens the window of the ark. He wanted to know if things were changed, if the earth was ready for occupation again. And so he sent out the raven. But it was content in flying about whilst the anarchy of the watery waste was still present. This suited its temperament. It is what we are naturally; we are at home where the destruction caused by our sin, and God’s wrath against it, is. 

Well, the second instance is the sending out of the dove, which is a type, as we know, of the Holy Spirit as One who is sensitive. He cannot remain anywhere but where there are lovers of Christ. It is a wonderful thing that the Holy Spirit has a place of residence even now in the assembly of God. He is at rest there when all around is death and what is displeasing to God. 

But the time came when the dove went forth from the ark and from Noah and never came back again. Why? It was because the earth was now fully expressive of Christ, and it suited the dove to remain abroad. At the present time it does not suit the Holy Spirit to remain abroad, but there will be a time when the Holy Spirit will be abroad, as it says, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh”, Joel 2: 28. That is the world to come. The Spirit of God will be abroad. He will not have to consider whether His sensitive nature will be affected adversely. 

All shall know God from the least to the greatest, as the knowledge of God fills the earth. 

In verse 13 of chapter 8 it says something else happened, “the waters were dried up from the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark”. That is, a day will come when faith gives place to sight. The Lord will appear, to remove the covering. We will then see as we should see. We have not to look on the devastation. Even that which is horrible in the world, and what God will do in judgment, is not something for us to look at. There is a time in the book of Revelation when the seven thunders utter their own voices and John is told not to write what the thunders said. Of course, we know that the Lord has revealed what He is going to do in the book of Revelation, but there is the side of our not being informed of the awful details. But there is a day coming when we will be able to look out on this earth, even as God has made it naturally, and see it blessed under the feet of Christ. Noah took the covering away from the ark. That covering is not mentioned before. The window is mentioned—Noah opened it to let the birds out—but not until now does he remove the covering from the ark. It has done its work. There is a blessed time coming when faith will give place to sight. We will no longer be in our present condition, but happily be able to look out with joy on creation cleansed of sin. 

The millennium will be a time when it will be right to go in for the natural on the earth, to enjoy nature at its best, the scenery, the flowers, for it will be the same earth, the same flowers, the same trees. It is not that time now. We are limited now as to the natural, and we should be limited. We should circumscribe ourselves as to the natural, but in that day the idea will be the opposite to this, because it will be a cleansed earth, and Jesus will be reigning as King. So it will be a wonderful day when God Himself, the Lord Jesus, we may say, by His own act will take the covering off the ark, and we shall see the fruits of what He has done in their fulness. 

I think therefore that the story of the ark is a wonderful story of the believer’s security as belonging to the household of faith, Noah’s household. And it is a wonderful story of how God will ultimately bring about a scene in which the Holy Spirit is free to be at large. 

Preaching at Londonderry
c.1985 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 6:13-22 (JND) [13] And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is full of violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. [14] Make thyself an ark of gopher wood: [with] cells shalt thou make the ark; and pitch it inside and outside with pitch. [15] And thus shalt thou make it: let the length of the ark be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. [16] A light shalt thou make to the ark; and to a cubit high shalt thou finish it above. And the door of the ark shalt thou set in its side: [with] a lower, second, and third [story] shalt thou make it. [17] For I, behold, I bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy all flesh under the heavens in which is the breath of life: everything that is on the earth shall expire. [18] But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt go into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. [19] And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every [sort] shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep [them] alive with thee: they shall be male and female. [20] Of fowl after their kind, and of the cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of each shall go in to thee, to keep [them] alive. [21] And take thou of all food that is eaten, and gather [it] to thee, that it may be for food for thee and for them. [22] And Noah did it; according to all that God had commanded him, so did he.

Genesis 7:17-24 (JND) [17] And the flood was forty days on the earth. And the waters increased, and bore up the ark; and it was lifted up above the earth. [18] And the waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark went on the face of the waters. [19] And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth; and all the high mountains that are under all the heavens were covered. [20] Fifteen cubits upward the waters prevailed; and the mountains were covered. [21] And all flesh that moved on the earth expired, fowl as well as cattle, and beasts, and all crawling things which crawl on the earth, and all mankind: [22] everything which had in its nostrils the breath of life, of all that was on the dry [land], died. [23] And every living being was destroyed that was on the ground, both man, and cattle, and creeping things, and fowl of the heavens; and they were destroyed from the earth. And Noah alone remained, and what was with him in the ark. [24] And the waters prevailed on the earth a hundred and fifty days.

Genesis 8:1-14 (JND) [1] And God remembered Noah, and all the animals, and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. [2] And the fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were closed, and the pour of rain from heaven was stopped. [3] And the waters retired from the earth, continually retiring; and in the course of a hundred and fifty days the waters abated. [4] And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. [5] And the waters abated continually until the tenth month: in the tenth [month], on the first of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. [6] And it came to pass at the end of forty days that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. [7] And he sent out the raven, which went forth going to and fro, until the waters were dried from the earth. [8] And he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had become low on the ground. [9] But the dove found no resting-place for the sole of her foot, and returned to him into the ark; for the waters were on the whole earth; and he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ark. [10] And he waited yet other seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. [11] And the dove came to him at eventide; and behold, in her beak was an olive-leaf plucked off; and Noah knew that the waters had become low on the earth. [12] And he waited yet other seven days, and sent forth the dove; but she returned no more to him. …

Romans 5:9 (JND) [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath.

Ephesians 3:15 (JND) [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named,

1 Corinthians 15:23 (JND) [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Joel 2:28 (JND) [28] And it shall come to pass afterwards [that] I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.



ACCEPTING RESTRICTION

N. T. Meek 

Deuteronomy 22: 8; Ecclesiastes 10: 8 

One wishes to address oneself especially to the young. Youth is a time of frustration, a time when things often get bottled up inside us, feelings, emotions, maybe even rebellion at times; we want to ‘do our own thing’ as people say, and yet we do not know what that thing is. We seek for something that is elusive and we are not at peace with ourselves nor at peace with anyone else. There is one thing in which older people have an advantage, and that is that they went through these experiences, they have weathered them already, whereas when we are young we are struggling in them. 

These two scriptures have some restrictive suggestion in them. The first one is in relation to the parapet built on the house. No doubt the Israelites’ houses were flat roofed, and they were instructed to build a wall or a parapet round the roof. That is God’s consideration for His people and for the young, lest, it says, “any one should in any wise fall from it”—lest there should be an accident. It is not that the person was deliberate here, it does not envisage a person trying for example to jump from the roof, but he might fall from it and be damaged. 

These scriptures are often taken up at baptisms as to how it is obligatory on the householder, and no doubt his wife too, to be protective in their house lest any one should fall from it and should in some way be damaged. Parents, responsible parents, take this up carefully, thoughtfully, and say to themselves, Is my house safe? Is the house safe for the children? You say, What do you mean, is it that the wall might 

fall down? No, but something might happen which negates the effect of this parapet. This scripture envisages their being in the land. I suppose you could see over the parapet, see the land, see the other tribes. It must have been very wonderful in the old dispensation to look out on all the roofs; there were brethren under every one of them. There is Issachar here, and Zebulun there; wherever you look there are brethren. It must have been a very exhilarating thing to get up in the morning and wherever you looked there were the brethren, and every one with a parapet upon his house. What it means is this, that you and your family could go to any house and you would be morally and spiritually safe, because the parapet was not only built but maintained. 

So it rests on persons, on the parents really, taking forethought to prevent any accidental damage, caring for what is under their charge; and if the children of Zebulun visited the children of Issachar, the houses would be safe for them to come to. How it worked out in detail I do not know; it does not say how high the parapet should be; these are the kind of things we have to work out as exercised before God. It does not say whether it is one cubit or two. God, I suppose, would give a parent an estimate as to how high the parapet should be. 

Some things, dear brethren, are presented for us to decide for ourselves, though not without recourse to the Lord, but not everything is specified for us to the last hand-breadth, and that is divine wisdom no doubt. If it was rigorously defined we might become very exacting, and we might lose the spirit of the thing. We may say it must be so high and yet still someone could be damaged in some way. We have to work things out, beloved, do we not? and the exercise that we go through in working them out is very real. These are real matters; parents are faced with practical 

matters in the household, but the working out of them calls for a certain sensibility, and preserves us from being arbitrary, and yet it never ceases to make us careful. 

Well, it could still be that whilst the people had got through the wilderness and into the land there could be an accident, and I suppose we should pray that there may not be these accidents, these unfortunate occurrences. We pray that they should not be; they should not happen. It speaks about “that thou bring not blood upon thy house”. How solemn that is, is it not? Someone possibly losing their life spiritually because the parapet was not maintained; I suppose that is what it means. It would be a very sad thing, would it not? and yet it has happened, alas, and it could continue to happen that some life is lost. It is a very solemn and sobering thing. 

In Ecclesiastes there is something which is similar and yet it is different—“He that diggeth a pit falleth into it”. Well, you do not dig a pit accidentally, you do it on purpose. This is, in a way, more serious, I think—“He that diggeth a pit falleth into it”. In other words it comes back upon oneself. How often things do, do they not, come back upon ourselves? It envisages that someone has done something deliberately, to the hurt of another. It would be a very solemn thing to try to trap or snare a brother or a sister, would it not, to dig a pit for them? 

We can do this in our minds. Rather we need to act and think preservatively for one another. 

This spirit of digging a pit that someone might fall, can come right into the Christian circle. It is a very solemn thing, dear brethren, that although we are converted we find that our thoughts, unless they are constantly judged, can go to most extreme lengths. Do not let your thoughts run out of 

control; call upon the Lord to bring your thoughts to heel. Be careful what you allow Satan to put into your mind and occupy yourself with. These thoughts that come in unbidden and unwanted, you scare them away. Be very careful that you do not dig a pit for another because God will regard that seriously if it is deliberate. Note what God says in Obadiah verses 10–14 

about the neglect of brotherly relations; God is severe, and understandably so, towards Edom. 

Then it says, “and whoso breaketh down a hedge”. Somebody planted the hedge, maybe our parents—“whoso breaketh down a hedge, a serpent biteth him”. Some restriction, I suppose, is envisaged here; the hedge is to keep us in so that we are hedged about and preserved. And yet we may want to break it. How often we have wanted to break it! We have ‘kicked over the traces’ as we say. How many tears our parents shed over our behaviour because we wanted to break down the hedge. We wanted to get out, and what we wanted we did not know, but we wanted to break out. That is the kind of frustrated feeling that we have sometimes, and it may be partly creational and partly the working of sin. I do not know, dear young one, what better advice I could give you than this; get into the Lord’s presence and unburden yourself to Him, and tell Him all your frustrations, and tell Him all your anxieties, and tell Him all your worries, and all your hopes and all your aspirations, and you will find that as you are speaking to Him they will lose something of their power; they will lose something of their urgency and potency as you take them into the Lord’s presence. 

The engineers who built the early steam engines soon found that they had to incorporate a safety valve, and it was extremely dangerous to try and run the engine without the safety valve. In a 

certain sense we need a safety valve because otherwise we would blow up, what I mean is, you need to get it off, as they say, to get it off your chest, get it off your mind, these things that are going through your mind that maybe damage you, these feelings, and you cannot be blamed for all of them. If you are wilfully set for them, that is your responsibility, and it is no light thing. It says of some that the sin of the young men was very great; that is the Spirit’s comment. But there is such a thing as taking provision of your knees. I suppose getting on your knees is like the safety valve. You can tell the Lord all about it, and the pressure will drop. 

I would encourage you to do it, and not fight your way through the hedge; have respect for it; have respect for any restriction that has been imposed upon you, whether it is by the fellowship or by your parents’ desires, or by the Scriptures or whatever it is; have respect for it, and if you find it irksome, I do not know what else I could say than that you get into the Lord’s presence and you will find He understands you. He will not go along with your sin. 

Maybe He will convict you of it, but you will find this, that just in the same way that, however stern your father may be at times, he loves you in his heart; you will find it infinitely more so with the Lord. 

Well, I think that is all I wanted to say for the encouragement especially of the young. May they be preserved, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
29 December 1990 

 


Scripture references

Deuteronomy 22:8 (JND) [8] When thou buildest a new house, thou shalt make a parapet for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thy house, if any one should in any wise fall from it.

Ecclesiastes 10:8 (JND) [8] He that diggeth a pit falleth into it; and whoso breaketh down a hedge, a serpent biteth him.

Obadiah 1:10-14 (JND) [10] Because of violence against thy brother Jacob, shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. [11] In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that strangers carried away captive his substance, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. [12] But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day of his disaster; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; nor have opened wide thy mouth in the day of distress. [13] Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity, nor have looked, even thou, on their affliction in the day of their calamity, neither shouldest thou have laid [hands] on their substance in the day of their calamity; [14] and thou shouldest not have stood on the crossway, to cut off those of his that did escape, nor have delivered up those remaining of him in the day of distress.



“OUR YOUNG”

N. J. Henry 

1 Samuel 3: 15 (to “Jehovah”) 

Although this scripture does not say that Samuel had closed these doors, I think it would be a word to us that right instincts were marking this young lad. Evidently Eli had poor regard for the house of Jehovah, but Samuel no doubt was growing in his instincts for shutting out what was not suitable to the house of God, and to opening the doors to let what God desired to function come in. I think it is a fine thing when you see that in young people, that feature appearing, instincts that have a regard for the house of God. Samuel was the product of a praying woman. Hannah did not give him to Eli exactly, but he was given to Jehovah for all the days of his life (1 Samuel l: l1). You can be assured that she continued praying; she was that type of woman. Although most of what attaches to us lies in what is sovereign, I think that more and more we can affect what develops in the young people, rightly or otherwise. It may be that an uncommitted moment or period in one’s life might damage young people; that can happen. Hannah had God’s view of what was required for the situation and she prayed for a son. She received a man child, and you can be assured that she kept praying; she never left her knees; and that comes out in right instincts in Samuel. We are looking for these instincts and I know they appear; thank God they do appear. That rejoices our hearts, when right instincts come out in our young people. 

Eli is there in contrast; he is a very sad case. Eli is viewed as lazy and slothful—he is either sitting at the doorpost (1 Samuel l: 9), or lying 

down (1 Samuel 3: 2), or he is sitting at the gate (1 Samuel 4: 13). He is lethargic. If he had been more active he would have actually witnessed what his sons were doing, instead of the report being given to him. He did not know what was happening, otherwise he would have seen the way his sons were acting with the sacrifices that were for Jehovah. Evidently his eyes failed later (1 Samuel 3: 2) as the prophet intimated in chapter 2. In fact there is very little positive said about Eli, which is sad, and what comes out as to his sons is that they are called sons of Belial (1 Samuel 2: 12). They represent a certain personification, I think, of evil. That is the suggestion in sons of Belial, that a certain character of evil becomes fixed. The sentence on Eli’s family is grave. 

When it comes down to our own locality, every young one belongs to us. That is the feeling we should have. God loved the outlook of the heart of Moses when the god of this world, Pharaoh, made his claim. Moses puts the priority on the young, he says, “We will go with our young and with our old”, Exodus 10: 9. You see, they could take the people to be active in the service. That is what Pharaoh says, Take the men and go. Moses says, No, “with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters”. That should be the spirit in our heart, the longings in our hearts; the young belong to us, all of them. You look at each one and you view him (or her) as your own child. That is what God means us to do. God looked at Israel and said, “I ... brought up children”, Isaiah 1: 2. He made them His own. 

These are the feelings of God. He made Moses and other servants of God to show these feelings, as if it were their own sons they were dealing with. It is a matter of taking the thing to heart, so that we provide prayerful conditions. As I said, it could be a lack of committal at a point, or maybe a period, that stumbles a young person. 

We have not always influenced them as they should be in the instincts that God would be looking for. He would love to see Samuel, I think, opening these doors. There was something set out in Samuel that He loved and that should continue. In Acts it says, “And indeed all the prophets from Samuel and those in succession after him” (Acts 3: 24). It was not going to disappear. Something was going to appear in Samuel that was going to continue in succession after him. I think that is beautiful. God loved these instinctive features that would open the doors of the house of Jehovah—that would shut out what should not come in, but have regard for the presence of God, and keep it available for every heart that wants it. Those are the instincts that we have got to pray for, that we have got to nurture in the young. We have a lot of young, thank God. We want to have His estimation of them in our hearts and prayers. May we be helped in our influence with them, that they may be all preserved in the testimony, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
11 December 1990 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 3:15 (JND) [15] And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of the house of Jehovah. And Samuel feared to declare the vision to Eli.

1 Samuel 3:2 (JND) [2] And it came to pass at that time, when Eli lay in his place (now his eyes began to grow dim, he could not see),

1 Samuel 4:13 (JND) [13] And when he came, behold, Eli was sitting upon the seat by the way-side watching; for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And the man came to tell it in the city, and all the city cried out.

1 Samuel 3:2 (JND) [2] And it came to pass at that time, when Eli lay in his place (now his eyes began to grow dim, he could not see),

1 Samuel 2:12 (JND) [12] Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not Jehovah.

Exodus 10:9 (JND) [9] And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters; with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we have a feast of Jehovah.

Isaiah 1:2 (JND) [2] Hear, [ye] heavens, and give ear, [thou] earth! for Jehovah hath spoken: I have nourished and brought up children; and they have rebelled against me.

Acts 3:24 (JND) [24] And indeed all the prophets from Samuel and those in succession after [him], as many as have spoken, have announced also these days.



EDITOR’S NOTE

Due to illness and accompanying weakness I feel the time has come when the editing of this periodical should be passed into other hands. This has been a matter of prayer and I am very thankful that Mr. J. Strachan has been exercised to be available for this service. If the Lord will, he will take over responsibility for the book as from the October 1991 issue. 

Correspondence should be addressed to him at—59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland. I am most grateful for the Lord’s patient grace, for the support of the saints, and the help of those labouring in the transcription of ministry. May the Lord bless the continuation of the work!
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