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‘NOT A CLOUD ABOVE – NOT A SPOT WITHIN’

R. Hibbert 

1 Chronicles 12: 32; Acts 17: 30; 2: 37, 38 

These scriptures speak about times. The children of Issachar “had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do”. We all know the importance of time. If you have to catch a plane at a certain time you know what to do—get ready, and get out there to the airport! That applies very much in spiritual things, to understand the times and then, when you know that, to do something, as affected by it. We sang in our hymn (Hymn 133) that this is a wonderful time. There has never been such a time, nor will there ever be again. God is a God of time and He works in different ways in different dispensations, as we read in Acts 17. In past times, in “the times of ignorance”, He overlooked things, but then it goes on to say that it is not so now, but now (in contrast to the times of ignorance) He “enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent”; that is what we are to do. It is not only the character of the times, but what we are to do in this time— repent. It was not exactly so in past dispensations. Man was under probation. In the different dispensations he was in a different relation to God as to responsibility. But now, in this dispensation, “each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God” (Romans 14: 12); hence the importance of understanding this time, that it is not like the previous times, nor is it like the coming time either. 

You will remember that at Philippi a woman with a spirit of Python followed Paul and cried, “These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you the way of salvation”, Acts 16: 17. That sounded quite good, quite plausible, but it was not the truth for that time. In fact the devil was using her to divert to a coming time when God will be known as the Most High God; but that is not the way He is being presented now. The way that He is being presented now is that man is responsible to Him, and we see from Acts 17 how clear that is made; and it is to all men, not just the Jews. It is to a Gentile company that Paul is speaking, and it is very fine that he says that God is very near; he says, “He is not far from each one of us” (Acts 17: 27). 

Did you ever think about God being near? Perhaps you think of Him in heaven—a long way off—but the fact is that in this time God has drawn near. He has drawn near in Christ, and He has drawn near in the Spirit. It was Paul’s special service to go to the Gentiles, for the Lord said to him, “Go, for I will send thee to the nations afar off”, Acts 22: 21. The Gentiles were afar off; that is what they were; but not now. So this is a time when God is near. It is a wonderful time—we sang of ‘the wonder of the moment’—when God is so near. The wonder is that the vilest sinner, no matter at what extremity he is, can just, so to speak, reach out his hand and he will find God is right there, ready to listen to the cry of the vilest and weakest repenting sinner. So what a time it is! Paul says that in Acts 17, “He is not far from each one of us”. Do you ever think about that? We cannot say that in the same way about the lower creation; not that God does not care for it, for He does, “who provideth for the raven his food”, Job 38: 41. What a God He is! But this is a question of what He is morally, and that He is not far from any one of us. 

I also want to speak about the way God acts in relation to persons of different ages. God has something to say to every age group. Moses says, “So teach us to number our days, that we might acquire a wise heart”, Psalm 90: 12. God is concerned about our years. He is concerned about you, what your age is, what kind of exercises you are going through. How is He concerned about the children? You say, Is God interested in them? What does He require of all the children under years of responsibility? It says, “What doth Jehovah require of thee?”, Micah 6: 8. What does He require of you children? He requires obedience to your parents, as Scripture says (Ephesians 6: 1); and God would give us to convey to you dear children that He loves you. He loves all the children. You will remember that the Lord Jesus, when the disciples said they should not trouble Him with the infants, said, “Suffer little children to come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God”, Luke 18: 15, 16. 

But before we turn from Acts 17 we should see what God says we are to do. The men of Issachar knew what Israel ought to do. What should we do, what should men do, now that God has changed His dispensational ways toward men, and is holding men responsible? What should we do? Paul says in verse 30, “God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent, because he has set a day in which he is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness by the man whom he has appointed, giving the proof of it to all in having raised him from among the dead”. So what we should do is repent; that is what Scripture says, that we should repent. God is now holding man accountable, and is going to have to say to every man about his sins, either now, or later, so the thing for each one to do now is repent. And I do not think it means to repent once for all, it means that it is to characterise us. Heaven rejoices, the angels of God rejoice, over one repenting sinner. But still we have got to begin somewhere, and I want to raise this solemn question with everyone here; I want this to get into your conscience, so I want everybody to be awake, and I want you to listen to what God says; He “now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent, because he has set a day in which he is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness by the man whom he has appointed”. 

There is not much righteousness in judgment now (not that one would attack the government or the judiciary), but there is very little righteousness here, but “judgment shall return unto righteousness”, Psalm 94: 15. God is going to judge the world in righteousness, by the Man whom He has appointed. What a blessed thing it is that God has placed judgment in the hands of that Man! You could not bribe Him. He is not a Man to whom you can give favours to make some kind of a deal. God is going to judge the earth in righteousness by that Man whom He has appointed, giving the proof of it to all in that He has raised Him from among the dead. Acts shows us that there is absolutely infallible proof of the resurrection of Christ. It has been well said that the testimony of the apostles in the Acts to the resurrection of Jesus would be accepted in a true court of law. Peter says, “This man God raised up the third day and gave him to be openly seen ... of witnesses who were chosen before of God, us who have eaten and drunk with him after he arose from among the dead”, Acts 10: 40, 41. 

Now it would be no use going to Peter with that lie that the Jews circulated, “Say that his disciples coming by night stole him while we were sleeping”, and that His resurrection is a myth (see Matthew 28: 13, 15). ‘Oh’, Peter would say, ‘there is no use telling me that! I ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead’ and, furthermore, above five hundred brethren at once saw Him. You say you want two witnesses? You want three witnesses? Well, God says, I have given you over five hundred. Above five hundred brethren at once saw the Lord Jesus in resurrection. So He has given the proof of it, that He has raised Him from the dead, and, furthermore, He has exalted Him by His own right hand. 

So, have you ever repented? Have you? This is not a question of saying, Well, I will become a Christian. That is not the point at all. The thing is, Have you repented? Have you acknowledged that you are a sinner? Have you in the presence of God acknowledged your sins? Have you done that? This requires a specific acknowledgment in the presence of God that you are a sinner, and of what you have done. Do not say, ‘Well, I have been a very bad man’. Be specific; say, ‘I got drunk’, or, ‘I stole’, or did other wicked things. Tell God. He knows anyway. He knows all that you have done. Tell Him all the things; in fact you can finally say, “O God, have compassion on me, the sinner”, Luke 18: 13. That covers a lot, but no doubt that publican would have all these things in his mind. I solemnly press on you how essential it is that you should repent. The men of Issachar knew what Israel should do. What you should do, this scripture says, is repent. 

Now Acts 2 goes further. Peter pressed on them their guilt in crucifying Jesus—these very men. Think of the boldness of Peter standing up before these very men who had crucified Jesus. He says, You are the men who did it; you crucified the Son of God. He spoke in such power that they were convicted and said, “What shall we do?” How I wish somebody here would say that. ‘I realise I am in a sad plight; what am I going to do?’ We read in Romans the other night, “that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world be under judgment to God”. 

But the wonderful thing about the glad tidings is that “God hath shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might show mercy to all”, Romans 11: 32. What a God He is! What a time it is! God is seeking to convict you of your guilt, not to fix it upon you eternally, but to exercise you so that you can take advantage of the means He has provided whereby that guilt can be met. 

So it says, “Having heard it they were pricked in heart”. I wish I could prick somebody’s heart today! They said to Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do, brethren?” It is a good thing, if you do not know what to do, to ask the right persons—What shall we do? Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you”. What does that mean? Mass revival campaigns have no scriptural basis. Repentance is an individual thing. I am not asking whether you have ever been at an emotional meeting where people were ‘repenting’ all around you. Repent ‘ each one of you’, it says. It is your matter. At the great white throne God is not going to ask about your neighbour. He is going to ask you about yourself, so it is “each one of you”. Have you done it? 

Then he adds, “for remission of sins”. Not that the measure of your repentance is the basis for forgiveness. That is bad doctrine. Remission is through faith in Him, but you receive it through repentance. The basis of remission of sins is the blood of Jesus, and faith in it too, 

“through faith in his blood”; “that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus”. Well, 

you have got a certain way if you have got that far. All the sins gone! Are you conscious of that? If you have been to God about your sins, and have repented of them, you can go out with a clear sky above. 

Why did God bring in the law? “In order that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful”, Romans 7: 13. He knew that man could not keep the law. But if you are a true believer I doubt very much your sincerity if you have not tried to keep the law. Mr. 

Herbert Gill used to say that anybody who was a sincere Christian at some time was legal. 

Have you been through that phase? Have you tried to keep the law? How did you get along? 

Oh, I have been through it! I used to read the seventh chapter of Romans over and over again to see if I could see some light through the dark tunnel. Is that where you are? You say, I have got my sins forgiven, but I find my heart is just as bad as ever; the flesh in me is just the same as ever. When you are first converted you sing, ‘Not a cloud above’. Oh, you say, is that not wonderful? I have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; but then you find you are still subject to the same awful power of sin in the flesh. 

So then, what about the spot within? That hymn (Hymn 22) says, ‘Not a cloud above—not a spot within’. Well, thank God if you acknowledge that the spot is still there within. Are you happy? You may say, I am a Christian, and breaking bread, and have got my sins forgiven. 

Are you happy? No, you say, I am not happy, because there is still sin there inside. I am doing my best; I keep turning over a new leaf; I have turned over so many new leaves now, and yet I am still no better; I still find that wretched sin in the flesh inside. What are you trying to do with it? Are you trying to improve it? God has tried out the flesh 

now for thousands of years. Has man been able to change the flesh? No. It cannot be changed. The flesh is incorrigible. You will never change it. If God could not change it, you will not. What then must you do? You must see that God has condemned it. He condemned sin in the flesh, and so must you. So read Romans 7 again. I do not know how many times I read it, but it took me quite a while before I really got the gist of it. And the gist of it is that you have to distinguish between the “I” and the flesh. You say, ‘That is the flesh that is doing that’. God has condemned sin in the flesh in the death of Jesus; that is the brazen serpent, in the type. You look away, and you see that God has condemned sin in the flesh in the death of Jesus. 

But then, how am I going to get power to continue? That is where Peter goes further than Paul does in Acts 17. Peter says, You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. That is not Romans 7. That is Romans 8, that you have power in a divine Person here. Talk about God being close to any one of us! God is right here indeed; He is prepared to indwell the believer. 

So if you have not received the Spirit, ask for it; that is what the Lord says, “If therefore ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”, Luke 11: 13. Are you having problems with the flesh? Do not think I have not been through it; do not think I am not sympathetic with you. Do not think that God is not sympathetic with you. He knows; but He says, I will give you Holy Spirit when you ask. You go to God and ask Him; say, I have been wrestling with this problem for all these years, and I am not getting anywhere; the flesh is no better; I am no better than I used to be when I first got converted; and then ask for the Holy 

Spirit, and you will realise the power in the Spirit to put to death the deeds of the body (Romans 8: 13). 

I remember a brother who, years ago, lived out on a farm all his life away from the brethren, and he came in from Saskatchewan to get right. He was a very shy man and he said to me, ‘I do not usually talk about my private life, but I want to tell you that is why I came to this place’. He smoked like a smoke-stack. I never knew anybody who smoked as much as he did. 

As soon, as he entered the room you knew he was there. He said, What are the brethren going to say about the smoking? Well, I said, you know the brethren will not go on with smoking. 

He said, ‘What can I do? I have been smoking for all these forty or fifty years, and I cannot give it up; I cannot do it, I know I cannot’. The poor man was just steeped in tobacco. So I said to him, I am glad to hear you say that you cannot do it, because if you tell the Lord that and cry to Him, “Who shall deliver me out of this body of death?”, He will deliver you, and you will be able to say, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. Two weeks later that dear man came to me and said, ‘It is all right now; I have not touched the tobacco since our talk. So please tell the brethren I want to remember the Lord’. He lived a consistent tobacco-free Christian life for many years afterwards, and could sincerely sing, ‘Not a cloud above, not a spot within’. Do not you be satisfied with anything less! May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Calgary
(Date not known) 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 12:32 (JND) [32] And of the children of Issachar, who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their bidding.

Acts 17:30 (JND) [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,

Acts 2:37-38 (JND) [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Romans 14:12 (JND) [12] So then each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God.

Acts 16:17 (JND) [17] She, having followed Paul and us, cried saying, These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you [the] way of salvation.

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Acts 17:27 (JND) [27] that they may seek God; if indeed they might feel after him and find him, although he is not far from each one of us:

Acts 22:21 (JND) [21] And he said to me, Go, for *I* will send thee to the nations afar off.

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Job 38:41 (JND) [41] Who provideth for the raven his food, when his young ones cry unto God, [and] they wander for lack of meat?

Psalms 90:12 (JND) [12] So teach [us] to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart.

Micah 6:8 (JND) [8] He hath shewn thee, O man, what is good: and what doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with thy God?

Ephesians 6:1 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just.

Luke 18:15-16 (JND) [15] And they brought to him also infants that he might touch them, but the disciples when they saw [it] rebuked them. [16] But Jesus calling them to [him] said, Suffer little children to come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God.

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Psalms 94:15 (JND) [15] For judgment shall return unto righteousness, and all the upright in heart shall follow it.

Acts 10:40-41 (JND) [40] This [man] God raised up the third day and gave him to be openly seen, [41] not of all the people, but of witnesses who were chosen before of God, *us* who have eaten and drunk with him after he arose from among [the] dead.

Matthew 28:13-15 (JND) [13] saying, Say that his disciples coming by night stole him [while] we [were] sleeping. [14] And if this should come to the hearing of the governor, *we* will persuade him, and save *you* from all anxiety. [15] And they took the money and did as they had been taught. And this report is current among the Jews until this day.

Luke 18:13 (JND) [13] And the tax-gatherer, standing afar off, would not lift up even his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Romans 11:32 (JND) [32] For God hath shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might shew mercy to all.

Romans 7:13 (JND) [13] Did then that which is good become death to me? Far be the thought. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death to me by that which is good; in order that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Luke 11:13 (JND) [13] If therefore *ye*, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give [the] Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

Romans 8:13 (JND) [13] for if ye live according to flesh, ye are about to die; but if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live:



“MY DELIGHT”

J. Lovie 

Luke 3: 21, 22; Isaiah 62: 3, 4 (to “Married”) 

I believe, dear brethren, the Lord would have us use the present occasion for our upbuilding and our edification. The marriage of our dear brother and sister would be in all our minds and therefore we think of what Paul says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. 

As you read the gospels, you could write over them, ‘My delight is in Him’, and as you ponder the epistles, you could write over them, “My delight is in her”, the epistles developing the great thought of the assembly. How wonderful the moment was when the economy came into the view of men, the Holy Spirit descending and the Father’s voice proclaiming His delight in Jesus in manhood here. Think of what entered into those secret years, those hidden years, in the life of Jesus. This was said as He was beginning to be about thirty years old. In coming into manhood the Lord Jesus came into a position to which obedience applied and in which love was manifested. God coming into touch with men by way of these blessed relations of affection and finding in Jesus One who fully answered to every delight of His heart. “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. We should ponder more the features of Jesus which afforded the Father such pleasure. While He asserts His sonship at twelve years of age, we have those hidden years, the eighteen years, in which such moral beauty yielded delight to the heart of the Father. I believe we should get into the presence of the Father that He should show us the things in the life of Jesus that so afforded Him such delight. As you think of every day, every morning His ear was opened. 

There was the love of settled disposition that the Lord enjoyed. As coming into manhood He came into the Father’s bosom. He came into a relationship which involved nearness and affection—wonderful glory shining in Christ in manhood in the bosom of the Father, the revelation of God proceeding through Him as in that place of love. But there are also the movements of Jesus that drew out the Father’s love. “On this account”, He could say, “the Father loves me, because I lay down my life”, John 10: 17. Let us, dear brethren, dwell more on the perfections of Christ’s humanity as affording delight to the heart of God. “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. This is addressed personally to Jesus. John says, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”, John 3: 35. What an administration that is! an administration by the Son in the consciousness of the Father’s love. 

You might say our brother is entering upon an administration that he has not had before. He will have a house and he will have a household, he will have a sphere of administration over which in a certain way headship would operate, but into which love would enter and regulate. 

If there is one thing more than another needed amongst us it is the increase in love, our stock of love to be added to. Many difficulties would quickly resolve themselves if love was operative as it is in the holy area of divine Persons, the divine nature coming into expression in our activities, in the spheres over which we may have any feature of influence and any feature of service. 

In Isaiah we have this reference, “My delight is in her”. And as we said, you go through the epistles and find out the features proper to the assembly that call forth the delight of Christ. The section has to do with Jerusalem and Zion, the great principle of divine sovereignty, mercy flowing out in what it is in divine sovereignty, what we sang of together in our hymn (Hymn 58), how we have been brought in on the principle of mercy, the sovereignty of divine mercy in Zion, Jerusalem involving the city and relating to the assembly. As you go through the book of the Acts you find assembly features appearing; you look now for what represents the assembly in places. The local meeting becomes attractive to you. You say, “My delight is in her”, and you commit yourself to it. We are not just a few isolated persons who are seeking to walk in the truth, but we are persons drawn together under the influence of Christ, in love for Christ, and finding our part together in local assemblies, walking in the light of it and endeavouring to represent what is proper to the assembly in local meetings. 

I believe it is a challenge to us in these days when so much exists around in Christendom by way of profession, to be true to Christ and afford Him delight. It may be only a few in a place, but it is to call out what is for the heart of Christ, be it but in a few, that is characteristically representing assembly features, assembly affections, assembly fidelity. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 11: 2, “I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ”. He served them in view of this element of chastity, in committal to divine interests, being secured. At the end of the second letter some persons were even saying that Paul was a reprobate. He is not troubled about that, but says, “Ye … do what is right”, 2 Corinthians 13: 7. 

Paul would labour among them that the great feature of righteousness be maintained. This chapter in Isaiah opens with that, “for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be still, until her righteousness go forth as brightness, and her salvation as a torch that burneth” (Isaiah 62: 1). 

What a time we are in, dear brethren, when there is to be what is for the heart of Christ in local places, maybe so scattered abroad, but nevertheless what is so choice in assembly features. Finally, the Lord is going to bring the whole church into the gain of what Philadelphia has stood for in the time of His absence. The assembly is not a fag-end; things are not going to fizzle out; things are going to be maintained in fidelity and in freshness, and the word here is, “My delight is in her”. 

I commend this to all of us in our local meetings, that the interests of Christ in the place, and what is best for His interests, be taken on by us and that our activities are ministering to the peace, happiness, and enjoyment of the brethren. May our dear young brother and sister keep near the Lord and support and minister to His interests, for His sake. 

 


Scripture references

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Isaiah 62:3-4 (JND) [3] And thou shalt be a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. [4] Thou shalt no more be termed, Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed, Desolate: but thou shalt be called, My delight is in her, and thy land, Married; for Jehovah delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

2 Corinthians 11:2 (JND) [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ.

2 Corinthians 13:7 (JND) [7] But we pray to God that ye may do nothing evil; not that *we* may appear approved, but that *ye* may do what is right, and *we* be as reprobates.

Isaiah 62:1 (JND) [1] For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be still, until her righteousness go forth as brightness, and her salvation as a torch that burneth.



THE BUILDING OF A HOUSE

J. C. Evershed 

Proverbs 24: 3, 4 

In thinking about this occasion, beloved brethren, it came to me that the scripture warrants us in considering a brother and sister being married in the Lord as building a house. We read in the word of those who built the house of Israel (see Ruth 4: 11). By extension I think 

the word would regard us all as building a house. When the Lord Jesus spoke of the house being built on the rock He spoke of it as applying to “Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them”, Luke 6: 47. I suppose we would all take that ground, and take it for our young people and the children too, that they have come to the Lord and desire to do His word. If anyone here has not yet come to the Lord, the Lord is available to you today. We have sung of a day that is coming, but we want to make the best of the day that we have today, and if any have not come to the Lord, now is the time to do so. Then the Lord said that every one who was doing that was in effect building a house. I suppose it is a personal sphere where the work of God would come into expression in the believer or, to put it another way, the features of the new man would be seen. 

Well, this scripture says that “Through wisdom is a house built”. It is not for me to undertake to give our brother and sister any wisdom or advice; they know that they can find all the wisdom that they will need in their path—and they will certainly need it—from the One who is ready to give it without reproof. Nevertheless, I think there are features in the word which would relate to the wisdom required in building a house. Manifestly the first one would be the importance of the foundation. I would stress this in a moral way for every one of us here, and for our brother and sister. Though retaining their personal links with the Lord, they are now united in the Lord. This is more than a relationship, for they are one in the Lord, they have a life to live together and the foundation is to be the one that the scripture contemplates. 

I receive a good many postcards and letters suggesting that I might want a new roof to my house or new windows and doors, but I never get one suggesting a new foundation! This scripture gives an indication of the vital importance of being grounded on the right foundation. The Lord Jesus quite simply said, “Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them”. I am sure our brother and sister will come to the Lord for many things during their pathway, however long or short it may be. They will find His word at hand and it will be for them to keep it, and it is for them, too, and for all of us, to dig deep and to come down to the rock. That is, of course, God Himself. He is spoken of as the Rock (see Psalm 18: 31), and the house that is built on the Rock will not suffer damage, whatever storms may come. 

I was once taken down into the lower basements of one of the buildings in the city and there, to my surprise, running through the foundations was the little river Walbrook on its way into the Thames. It gets quite full sometimes, but there it is running through, the foundations of the building. But that is founded on the rock, therefore however much the river might rise, it can never have any effect on the building. It would be quite different, of course, if the building was upon sand; the result would become obvious. 

As to the building of the house itself one had not much to say except that in the building often spoken of in the Scriptures there is the great thought of the corner-stone. In considering that I found that it was spoken of in two aspects, one in connection with the foundation (Isaiah 28: 16), the other related to the headstone (Zechariah 4: 7). Therefore it seems to me that every feature of our personal moral upbuilding, and what our brother and sister together will have as their own part in the place where they will live, should take character from the Lord Jesus. 

Mr. Lovie has been very touchingly reminding us of the great preciousness and worth of the Person of Christ, and if the Son was the delight of the Father, how much should He be of ourselves! Should we not consider for Him so that right from the foundation to the top-stone there should be that which is patterned after Him? What a wonderful building there will be! The Jews were not able to fit the Stone in; they rejected it when they were building. Sad and solemn thing, that persons who were engaged, as they thought, in building up an edifice that would be for God’s glory were not only prepared to do without the Corner-stone, but they actively refused it. But the Lord Jesus must have every place with us, as the hymn says— 

“Tis the truest joy and blessing 

Jesus as our Lord to know’. (Hymn 111) 

Now Scripture does not speak much about the roof, but it speaks about a parapet on the roof (Deuteronomy 22: 8)—doubtless a flat roof, nevertheless I think the principle is of the utmost importance, that there should be nothing about the house of a believing brother and sister as man and wife that could in any way cause defect or damage to those who might have the privilege of being in their home. One can see it through Scripture that the household has been in the main, one might say almost always, a place of safety. That shows that the thought of protecting what is for the Lord is prominent in the house. So there must needs be this watchfulness from the top, as it were, to see that there is nothing in the house that would cause any question, difficulty, or danger amongst those who may have the privilege of being there. 

May our brother and sister, and all of us, get some help from this scripture. The house is to be ‘established by understanding’. Not that I can differentiate much between wisdom and understanding, but I think understanding would come by the unfolding of the word, and their home has to be established, just as every building needs maintaining, and to be filled with “all precious and pleasant substance”. I believe Mr. Lyon said of that, Who could be more precious and pleasant substance than the saints themselves? Well, may the Lord help us in these great and important moral things, for the Lord’s name’s sake. Amen. 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 24:3-4 (JND) [3] Through wisdom is a house built, and by understanding it is established; [4] and by knowledge are the chambers filled with all precious and pleasant substance.

Ruth 4:11 (JND) [11] And all the people that were in the gate and the elders said, [We are] witnesses. Jehovah make the woman that cometh into thy house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel; and acquire power in Ephratah, and make thyself a name in Bethlehem;

Luke 6:47 (JND) [47] Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them, I will shew you to whom he is like.

Psalms 18:31 (JND) [31] For who is God save Jehovah? and who is a rock if not our God?

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.

Zechariah 4:7 (JND) [7] Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel [thou dost become] a plain; and he shall bring forth the head-stone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it!

Deuteronomy 22:8 (JND) [8] When thou buildest a new house, thou shalt make a parapet for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thy house, if any one should in any wise fall from it.



“CONFIDE IN JEHOVAH”

E. C. Muggleton 

Luke 12: 29–31; Psalm 37: 25 

It came to me as to the Father and the importance of our being maintained in our personal links with Him. We are in serious times and difficult times; many are tested circumstantially, and we know not what is ahead of us. But I thought this word of the Lord in Luke 12, “Be not in anxiety”, would be an encouragement to us and to our brother and sister so that they might go through their lifetime together, however long or short, without being in anxiety. I think the secret of that would be that we are maintained in our personal and basic links with the Father Himself. So the Lord says, “Your Father knows that ye have need of these things”. But then the Lord does not leave it there. He says, “but seek his kingdom, and all these things shall be added to you”. We are tested very often as to what we put first, and that involves the testimony, for the interests of our Lord are to be paramount with us. I think we should be preserved from anxiety in having our links with the Father and being really set to put the Lord’s things, and His interests, first. 

So I refer to David’s history, and there is a great deal of history here today, a great deal of experience. There are brethren here who have been through long times of testing, two world wars, and the difficult times in the 1930’s; what a wealth of experience they have, and they are sitting here today, persons who have been preserved from anxiety as to these material things. I think the secret is that they have put the Lord’s interests first. And if our brother and sister go through in this way they will be encouraged and they will be without anxiety, and God will bless them. 

I read from this psalm because it really covers the whole life of David. He was a remarkable man, one of like passions to ourselves. Scripture speaks of the times that passed over him, some very serious times (see 1 Chronicles 29: 30). The young people should be encouraged to read the history of David; it is very encouraging for us all, and very comforting too, because I think David was a man who was preserved in the main from anxiety, and he put divine interests first. As a young man he said, “I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids. Until I find out a place for Jehovah”, Psalm 132: 4, 5. Be had the ark before him and a place for the ark. Think of David as a young man cherishing the ark, which speaks of the Person of Christ. We have been reminded in our brother’s word as to the Lord’s Person, so we would keep His Person ever before us. And I think it would encourage us in reading this psalm of David because he says, “I have been young, and now am old”. Think of David’s experience, how much entered into that; it really covers his whole life. 

He says, “I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed seeking bread”. “God is in the generation of the righteous”, Psalm 14: 5. David was in that generation of the righteous. What a wonderful generation to be in, dear brethren! It is a generation that God is in. David says, “I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed seeking bread”. How wonderful that was, showing that David was not in anxiety about material things, but the whole bent of his life was in relation to the ark and a place for the mighty God of Jacob. 

So I think this psalm should encourage us. God is the God of all encouragement, the God of all comfort, too. May our brother and sister know the comfort and the encouragement that come in maintaining their secret links with the Father Himself. David says in the first verse of this psalm, “Fret not thyself because of evil-doers”. Circumstances may change, certain testings come in in our lives. Those of us who have been young and now are old, we know it; they come in; what are we going to do? David says, “Confide in Jehovah” (Psalm 37: 3); that is a beautiful word, “Confide in Jehovah”. I think that, is the secret, beloved brethren. Just let us confide in Jehovah. The Lord says, “Your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things”, Matthew 6: 32. Whatever testings, may come into the life of our brother and sister, I would commend this psalm to them that they may confide in Jehovah. 

Then the psalmist says in verse 5, “Commit thy way unto Jehovah, and rely upon him”. We have a God whom we can rely upon whatever the circumstances; they may change, of course. God changes circumstances too; we have to acknowledge that, as Daniel says, “He ... changeth times and seasons”, Daniel 2: 21. He changes them for our blessing, for our good, and in view of the furtherance of the testimony and His interests here. Well, how wonderful that is! Then David says, “Commit thy way unto Jehovah”, and I think that involves how we start the day. How are we going to start the day? With family prayers, household prayers; I think that is where we begin to commit our way unto Jehovah. 

Do not let us give up our household prayers, family prayers, and have the children there, too; be sure that you get the children at the morning reading and prayer. I believe it is salvation for all of us to start the day thus—“Commit thy way unto Jehovah, and rely upon him”. We have a God, beloved brethren, whom we can rely upon at all times, and I think the days will  become more difficult. As Paul says, “difficult times shall be there” (2 Timothy 3: 1), but God is the same; we can trust Him and rely upon Him. David relied upon God; he knew the secret; he had secret relations with God Himself. 

Then he says, “Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for him” (Psalm 37: 7). That is beautiful, because I think we should go forward with a sense of rest. What rest it gives if we confide in Jehovah and commit our way to Him. So David gives that word, “Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for him”. We may not see a way through sometimes, but if we wait patiently for Him God will make a way through. “God ... acteth for him that waiteth for him”, Isaiah 64: 4. 

I am sure this is for our encouragement in a day such as we are living in, for we know not what is ahead of us. There are many experiencing redundancies, and difficulty in getting employment; all these things are coming upon us and we share in common with all men in that way, but on the other hand we have a God who is the God of all encouragement and God is in the generation of the righteous. 

So David says, “I have been young, and now am old, and I have not seen the righteous forsaken, 

nor his seed seeking bread”. Well, this is just a practical word, but I believe it is laid upon us, beloved brethren, that we should see the importance of maintaining our personal links with the Father and with the Lord. May the Lord encourage us that we may go through and “more than conquer through him that has loved us” (Romans 8: 37). So we are not overcome, or victims to circumstances as they may arise. Naturally most of us, if things change not to our liking, begin to fret; but David was not a man like that. He knew God and he confided in Jehovah and committed his way to Him and rested in Jehovah. These are the features, I think, that are characteristic of a pious man who knows God, and we can go through as we trust such a God. May the Lord encourage us on this line; I feel the need of it in these difficult times. We are very sympathetic with our brethren who are passing through pressure and times of testing, and indeed very often our pathway is made up of testings; but in the end God would have us to know Him better and to trust Him. Well, may we be encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the marriage of Mr. P. McIntyre and Miss E. Burr, London; 10 October 1981 

 


Scripture references

Luke 12:29-31 (JND) [29] And *ye*, seek not what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink, and be not in anxiety; [30] for all these things do the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that ye have need of these things; [31] but seek his kingdom, and [all] these things shall be added to you.

Psalms 37:25 (JND) [25] I have been young, and now am old, and I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed seeking bread:

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

1 Chronicles 29:30 (JND) [30] with all his reign and his might, and the times that passed over him, and over Israel, and over all the kingdoms of the countries.

Psalms 132:4-5 (JND) [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob.

Psalms 14:5 (JND) [5] There were they in great fear; for God is in the generation of the righteous.

Psalms 37:3 (JND) [3] Confide in Jehovah, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on faithfulness;

Matthew 6:32 (JND) [32] for all these things the nations seek after; for your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things.

Daniel 2:21 (JND) [21] And it is he that changeth times and seasons; He deposeth kings, and setteth up kings; He giveth wisdom to the wise, And knowledge to them that know understanding.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

Psalms 37:7 (JND) [7] Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him that prospereth in his way, because of the man that bringeth mischievous devices to pass.

Isaiah 64:4 (JND) [4] Never have [men] heard, nor perceived by the ear, nor hath eye seen a God beside thee, who acteth for him that waiteth for him.

Romans 8:37 (JND) [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us.



“LONG ENOUGH” (Deuteronomy 1: 6; 2: 3)

D. R. Freeman 

“Long enough”—the word has sounded! 

Desert days will soon be done; 

Christ will take His loved ones homeward 

To the rest that He has won. 

No more wandering and thirsting; 

All earth’s lessons will be o’er; 

We shall taste those springs eternal 

In His presence evermore. 

“Long enough” we’ve wandered homeless 

As upon a foreign land; 

Howling winds have oft blown o’er us; 

Nought could take us from His hand, 

But the journey soon is ending; 

Christ in glory will appear; 

God will make our toil forgotten, 

Wipe away then every tear. 

“Long enough”—the skies are opening; 

Christ descends to meet His own. 

We no more are backward looking, 

But ahead to glory’s crown. 

In a moment, changed, we’ll enter 

On that blissful, endless day; 

Christ for us is coming quickly, 

And His church ‘Amen’ doth say. 

Victoria, B.C.


EXTRACTS

I do not think it an evil that a young married couple should go through the rough of life a little together at the beginning; it binds their hearts together. Surely there is a far higher and better bond, but as to circumstances the comfort each is to the other, and the sustaining help each is to the other, bind their hearts together; for life down here is made up of small things. 

If it were only when a husband comes home cold and tired, finding ease and a welcome and comfort, as far as may be, and the like, there is the continuous sense of one caring for the other, and that is a great point. They are thrown on one another, and where affection is, this  cultivates it, and I believe this is of all importance; and then what accompanies it, entire confidence one in another. 

But this is all maintained, dear brother, by Christ being all to each, for self is thus set aside, and the grace of Christ working in the heart overcomes all difficulties, and, while Christ is the motive which rises over all, makes the other the object of affectionate and considerate service. But for our own sakes too He is everything, light to the soul, but the blessed expression and communicator of the love of God; and for this there must be real diligence. 

All that is around us, and even real duties, are constantly soliciting us away from Him, and tending to weaken us spiritually. When we cleave to Him, all goes on smoothly in the heart, in the consciousness of His love—we know how to confide in and count on Him, nothing separates us from His love. (10 November 1881). 

J. N. Darby (‘Letters’, Vol. III, pp.226, 227) 

We are all tested in innumerable small ways whether we are in the spirit and liberty of service. The spirit of service would correct a good deal that is trying and unsuitable which comes in because of the absence of the spirit of service. If we are set to serve we should not be self-important or touchy or ready to take offence. If I only want to serve, no one can hinder me from getting down to that low place of service, no matter what may be said of me. 

Nothing can deprive us of the privilege of serving; nothing external to ourselves can rob us of it. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Mark’s Gospel’, p.25) 
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