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THE GLORY OF THE GLAD TIDINGS


Psalm 49:6,7;  Luke 15:3-10,17-24

I thought to speak of God’s glad tidings and of their extensiveness.  We perhaps may become limited in our thoughts about the glad tidings and think of them as only about the lost condition of man, about people in their sins and the forgiveness of their sins, and the relief from judgment that is available to all through the work of the Lord Jesus.  Of course these things are certainly part of the glad tidings and we would speak gladly of them.  I thought of the leprous men in the second book of Kings who were cast out of society because of their condition; they were wandering in their despair, and they went outside the city to the camp of the enemy and found the whole place deserted.  They could not believe what they were seeing, and finally they said, “this day is a day of good tidings”, 2 Kings:7:9.  As far as the city was concerned, it was besieged and there was starvation and deprivation in it.  There is hardly a day when you turn the pages of the newspaper and do not see bad news, but I want to speak of good tidings, glad tidings.  There was an old hymn in which the chorus said:

‘Tell it again! tell it again!

   Salvation’s story repeat o’er and o’er,

Till none can say among the children of men,

   Nobody ever has told me before’ 1.

All of us here, young and old, have heard the gospel many times but I want to speak about it again as glad tidings.  The expression is extensively used in the Scriptures: you can look it up and there are over one hundred references.  And it has been said that in the Scriptures, the glad tidings are illustrated in the four gospels, they are preached in the Acts of the Apostles and they are taught in the Epistles2.  That is one of these sayings that you can hold in your mind and it goes back many years.

As you go through these references, you see the glad tidings expanding before your eyes.  They contain illustrations of man’s condition, man’s lost state.  How many instances there are in them of the ordinary conditions of life, of peoples’ experiences.  Whether it was by their health or their circumstances or whatever it was, you will find that the glad tidings are illustrated.  One of them comes to mind – the Lord’s parable about the man who “descended from Jerusalem to Jericho” (Luke 10:30), going down.  Beloved, how true that is of persons away from God; the course of that man’s pathway was downwards.  You may think that man with his technology is going up through his ability to deal with things, to create new things, to use things in new ways.  He is reaching out beyond the boundaries of the earth, reaching into space – you may say that man is going up, but I tell you this – man as away from God morally is going down.  In Luke 10, that man was going down.  The Lord did not say why he was going down to Jericho, what his motives were, but there came a point when he was attacked and was left by the roadside half dead.  He was helpless and had no way to meet his condition.  And we know the story of how a Samaritan not only comes up to him, but is interested and has compassion for him.  This is the gospel illustrated, beloved.  

That parable of the gospel is still relevant today.  It is a difficult day and people are moving away from God, but that has not changed God’s compassion for mankind.  I do not go into the detail of the story of the priest and the Levite, but after them there was a Samaritan who came to the man at the side of the road with everything that he needed.  The man had been robbed of everything that he had: he had nothing to offer.  What an illustration of the sinner away from God.  When it comes to his need for soul salvation, he has nothing to offer.  The man in the parable was cured, he was carried and he was cared for.  This is the glad tidings that God proposes in His gospel, and the parable illustrates it, and it is still being proclaimed at the present time to a sad and sorrowing world.  

Then you can go to Acts 8 and see how the glad tidings was preached.  Take the example of the eunuch returning from Jerusalem to Ethiopia.  He was a man of renown and he had come a very long way; it was a tremendous journey in a chariot.  He had been to the temple, and we do not know what he had found there, but he was reading the Scriptures.  We read how the Spirit commanded Philip the evangelist to go and join the chariot, and he found that the eunuch was reading from that beautiful scripture in Isaiah 53.  Philip drew alongside and entered into conversation with the man about that beautiful verse, “He was led as a lamb to slaughter” (v.7).  The eunuch asked the question, “concerning whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of some other?”, Acts 8:34.  The work of Christ was not exactly presented there by Philip.  We thank God for the work of Christ, done perfectly and completely, and finished at Calvary.  It was the work of redemption done by Jesus to God’s satisfaction, but it was not presented to the eunuch in that way as the work of Christ, but he asked, Who is it that the prophet is speaking of?  The preaching of the glad tidings is the preaching of Jesus.  Philip preached the glad tidings of Jesus to him.  You get the sense that the proclamation of the glad tidings was widening out from one man on the Jericho road in the parable, reaching out in its extent and fulness to speak of the Lord Jesus.  The chapter speaks earlier of “the glad tidings of the word” (v.4), the glad tidings concerning the kingdom of God (v.12), and the glad tidings announced widely (v.25).  You can see how they expand, but the most blessed thing in that chapter about the eunuch, is that beginning from that scripture Philip preached the glad tidings of Jesus to him.  The salvation of God is in a Man, in a Person.  The work He did on the cross was necessary, it had to be done, and the Lord Jesus did that work.  He did it, He did it perfectly and He did it alone, so the preaching of the glad tidings really is the glad tidings of Jesus, God’s Man.  That is God’s testimony to men.

When we read the epistles, we get the gospel taught in them.  There you find the gospel expanded.  The Epistle to the Romans begins with the glad tidings of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and then throughout the epistle, you get headings, as I might call them, as the glad tidings expand in their scope.  There is reference to justification, to reconciliation, to forgiveness, and to salvation.  All of these things are taught and they are leading the soul upwards.  Even at the end of the teaching of the epistle (Rom.16:25), Paul brings out further and greater unfoldings, and it is all part of the glad tidings.  We can go on through the epistles, to sanctification, to the purpose of God, and they are all part of the glad tidings, part of what God presents in Christ to man.  It is part of the blessing that is available to you, part of the background to what I have read about.

There is one thing I want to speak about which perhaps we do not speak about enough, and that is redemption.  Redemption is not only that a debt was paid, but redemption involves that we are reclaimed by God.  Redemption really brings in the full glory of what the glad tidings is.  The glad tidings are not only for the benefit and blessing of man, but the glad tidings involve that redemption is for the joy and blessing and delight of God.  That is what redemption brings in.  He made man for His pleasure, He made him in His likeness and in His image: He loved His creature.  Then early in Genesis you find that sin came in and that which God had created and made for Himself, for His pleasure and His love, was lost to Him because of sin’s intrusion.  That which belonged to God was lost to Him through sin.  The work of Christ clears the sinner from indebtedness and meets me, a sinner, in relation to my sins, and the fact that I will never come into judgment is a very wonderful thing.  But not only that, redemption involves that God gets back that which was His at the beginning.  That which was encumbered by sin is brought back and His love flows out in all its joy because He has claimed back that which was His.  That is redemption.

Redemption, if you look at a legal definition, is the restitution of an encumbered right, something that was yours and you lost, and it had to be bought back.  By accomplishing redemption, the death of Christ not only clears me as I accept it in faith for myself, but gives back to God those who were His property.  Redemption is a wonderful thing, beloved, and the love of God flows in all its fulness and blessedness.  The fulness and greatest blessing of the glad tidings is experienced when you realise that the gospel is not only for you, but it is for the pleasure of God, resulting from His creature restored to His presence through the precious work of the Lord Jesus.

I read this scripture in Psalm 49.  It speaks about mankind and the days of adversity and iniquity, men boasting in their wealth and resting in the abundance of their riches, rather like today.  But then it says, “None can by any means redeem his brother … (For the redemption of their soul is costly and must be given up for ever)”.  Ah, it is costly.  What did it cost God?  It meant the giving up of the Lord Jesus so that all who believe should not only have the burden of their sins lifted as they turn to God in repentance, but that God might have restored to Him, for the full expenditure of His love upon them, the creature whom He had never ceased to love.  That is true, whatever men may say: God loves you, and redemption is available.  

You may have heard the story of the boy and his boat which he had made.  He sailed his boat and it sailed away and he lost it.  Later he saw some boats in the window of a second-hand shop, and there was his boat.  He went into the shop and said: ‘That is my boat’.  But he was told that someone else had brought it in, and if the boy wanted it he would have to pay for it.  He paid for it and brought it out of the shop, and he said, ‘I made you and I bought you; now you are twice mine’.  Think of coming into divine favour like that, beloved.  God would say, as it were, ‘I made you and I have bought you, and you are twice mine’.  That is the blessedness of what redemption brings and that is the fulness of the gospel.  The work of Christ restored that which sin took away.  All the fulness and blessing of sonship, and all that is to be for God’s pleasure for time and eternity, is the result of the work of the Lord Jesus.  So I say that the glad tidings bring in relief for me, they bring in blessing for me, they bring in joy for me, but abundantly more than all these blessings, they bring in the blessedness of being in the full favour of God, and enjoying the fulness of His house for His pleasure for time and for eternity. 

I go on to Luke, to this remarkable parable of the Lord’s.  There is very little said by Him about the defect or sin of the sinner.  It is touched upon of course, but it is not concentrated on.  What is concentrated upon in these three instances is that someone had lost something and they thought it worthwhile to go, whatever it cost, and recover it for themselves.  In each case there is rejoicing when what was lost is found.  This is redemption – I have found my lost sheep.  But what a journey it was when Jesus came here to this earth.  Those blessed feet that moved in humiliation from the manger to the cross and would not turn aside, but took up and met everything that would stand in the way of the blessing of God being expressed.  Everything in man’s responsibility was taken up by the Lord Jesus.  The hymn writer said,

‘But none of the ransomed ever knew

   How deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed through

   Ere He found His sheep that was lost’.3

Let it appeal, beloved.  We shall never know the fulness of that journey, we shall never know the depths and the darkness through which the Lord Jesus went.  It is known alone to God, but Jesus went that way because that sheep was loved.  You are loved of God and He has given His Son that He might regain you.  In the parable, the Lord speaks of how He brings the sheep upon His shoulders, and He comes back with it to His friends and neighbours and says, “Rejoice with me, because I have found my lost sheep”.  Heaven rejoices because what was lost has been found.  

Then the woman in the house represents a similar thought, although I suppose she speaks to us of the Spirit.  I often think about this because the piece of silver is still in the house.  It has been lost there, not upon the mountains so that no one knows how far away it is, but this money is lost in the house.  You might say that it belongs to the house but is out of circulation for the time.  Perhaps it is like you and me because sometimes the clouds close over our heads, but here is this woman who searches.  Perhaps the Spirit is searching at the moment, maybe for you and me, sweeping in the house to find this piece of silver, and eventually finding it and rejoicing and saying, I have found the piece of silver that was lost.  The Spirit is involved at the present time in the glad tidings and He is searching, searching by the word of God, and reaching out in order that He might touch your heart to let you know that God still cares about you despite the things that seem to close in on you.  As we go through life, things might seem to hem us in and we might get out of circulation, but the Spirit would be working to bring God’s work to light and this is part of the glad tidings.

Finally, there is this younger son, and I do not go into all the detail except to say that finally he resolves to come back.  There is a movement of heart, and perhaps there might be a movement of your heart today.  The younger son had gone his own way, he had got what he wanted.  He went in search of his own happiness as having taken what he thought belonged to him, but he began to be in want.  He comes to himself but he was a long way off.  It is very interesting that when he was a long way off, his father saw him.  It has been said that the father’s eye had never ceased to be upon him.  God’s eye has never been off you and never been off me.  The son says, “I will rise up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee”.  That was repentance, a movement of heart.  I do not think repentance is exactly a form of words.  It may be expressed in words, but repentance is a movement of heart and the son in effect says, ‘I will go back to my father and I will take whatever the consequences are’.  But his father saw him while he was yet a long way off, almost before he moved.  It is as though the father saw the movement of heart before there was the movement of feet.  

I would say, beloved, that if there is the slightest movement of your heart today in relation to your present condition, know this: the Father knows about it and before you are aware He will be there to greet you.  It is as if He brings the house with Him.  He says, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it” – that is reference to the worth of Christ – “and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found”.  The glad tidings – who can tell their fulness?  They go out from the heart of God to the individual lost and away from God in sins, and open up all the blessings that are available. 

We could speak about reconciliation, forgiveness, sanctification, the purpose of God and all these wondrous things, and they open up and open up until He has you in His presence with Christ.  We had that in a hymn this morning, 

‘For Thou hast brought again to Him

   More than by man He lost;’            Hymn 431.

Another hymn speaks about ‘redemption’s scope’ (Hymn 268).  It suggests that God is gathering all in for His own pleasure, and for the enjoyment of a love that has never changed and never will.

Beloved, I commend the glad tidings to you, and may they be an encouragement and help to us for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Colchester

29 August 2021

 

 

Ron D Plant

 


Scripture references

Psalms 49:6-7 (JND) [6] They depend upon their wealth, and boast themselves in the abundance of their riches. [7] None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him,

Psalms 49:6-7 (JND) [6] They depend upon their wealth, and boast themselves in the abundance of their riches. [7] None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him,

Luke 15:3-24 (JND) [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance. [8] Or, what woman having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully till she find it? [9] and having found it she calls together the friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost. [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner. [11] And he said, A certain man had two sons; [12] and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give to me the share of the property that falls [to me]. And he divided to them what he was possessed of. [13] And after not many days the younger son gathering all together went away into a country a long way off, and there dissipated his property, living in debauchery. [14] But when he had spent all there arose a violent famine throughout that country, and he began to be in want. …

Luke 15:3-24 (JND) [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance. [8] Or, what woman having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully till she find it? [9] and having found it she calls together the friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost. [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner. [11] And he said, A certain man had two sons; [12] and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give to me the share of the property that falls [to me]. And he divided to them what he was possessed of. [13] And after not many days the younger son gathering all together went away into a country a long way off, and there dissipated his property, living in debauchery. [14] But when he had spent all there arose a violent famine throughout that country, and he began to be in want. …

Luke 10:30 (JND) [30] And Jesus replying said, A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into [the hands of] robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Acts 8:34 (JND) [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other?

Romans 16:25 (JND) [25] Now to him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to [the] revelation of [the] mystery, as to which silence has been kept in [the] times of the ages,

Psalms 49 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.} Hear this, all ye peoples; give ear, all inhabitants of the world: [2] Both men of low and men of high degree, rich and poor alike. [3] My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding: …



DIVINE PURPOSE WORKED OUT IN LOVE


John 21:15 (to “than these”),16 (to “lovest thou me”),

17 (to “attached to me”);  Hebrews 11:23;

2 Timothy 1:5,14;  3:14,15

These scriptures have been in one’s mind for a couple of weeks, but I have also been impressed lately as to the coming of the Lord Jesus, so I was thankful for the hymn (Hymn 131) which we have just sung.  There will come days when, if her husband has gone off to work, our sister will be watching the door, and she will not exactly be waiting for an event, she will be waiting for him to come through the door.  The return of our Lord is a matter that is so imminent in the day in which we live – the return of that Man to take up all those whom God “has purchased with the blood of his own”, Acts 20:28.  The hymn speaks of our waiting and our watching, and the words also convey the spouse’s longing, our longing.  

I have also been impressed recently with what Mr Darby said in a statement so simple and yet very profound: ‘Absolute consecration to Jesus is the strongest bond between human hearts4.  I believe, beloved, that this underlies the importance of marriage “in the Lord”, 1 Cor.7:39.  It is remarkable that divine love has been made known and been personified in a Man, the Lord Jesus.  First of all, we could say that divine love is faithful, and I think that such faithful love demonstrated among other things the wisdom of God.  Christ has “been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 Cor.1:30.  The wisdom of God was fully personified in the Lord Jesus, and it is holy, it is untainted.  These things are seen perfectly on the divine side, but God’s grace brings them before us as wonderful realities.  And love is also sacrificial.  I would desire to be affected in a deeper way by the sacrificial love seen in the Lord Jesus in the way that He went.  That sacrificial love showed its greatness and its strength in that everything which might have impeded it was removed.  The Lamb of God who took away the sin of the world – that was sacrificial love.  As we were reminded earlier as to 1 Corinthians 13, love among the saints expressed in mutual affection is the glue of unity.  I think it would be right to express it in that way.  It never fails; it believes all things, bears all things, hopes all things, endures all things, so that the body of the saints is strengthened, strengthened in vigour and energy in serving God.  How wonderful that is. 

We get some impression of the foreknowledge of God, and also the desires of God in His being made known in Christ.  In Christ, God came out fully, so that indeed the sin of the world has been taken away, making way for a new heavens and a new earth.  We also get some impression that even in God’s foreknowledge, love lay behind it all.  I read the repetition here in what the Lord said to Peter with the thought, in looking at our brother and sister, that love began, as it were, at the roots, in divine purpose.  God’s foreknowledge goes back before the manifestation of what comes out publicly in persons; it goes back to His purpose.  The Lord Jesus here reminds Simon Peter that the myriads of the beloved people of God, the lambs and the sheep who were His, meant everything to Him.  Simon would be reminded that God had his eye on him from the very outset, regardless of his history, to use him to encourage and feed those attached to Christ. 

The second scripture in Hebrews is a lovely scripture; it would remind us of Joseph and Mary in the way that they received light from God to protect the child Jesus.  He was brought out of Egypt as the true Vine in the earth.  It is well worth considering how everything that has come out in Christ, in that blessed One, is so delightful, perfect and precious to the heart of God.  The verse has a descriptive character which comes out in the saints.  I believe it is a picture, or a suggestion anyway, of a baptised household; not just a household, but a baptised household.  The language is affecting; “they saw the child beautiful; and they did not fear the injunction of the king”.  True fear of God comes into this, in that the child Moses was to be preserved for the Lord’s own use.  It goes back to the roots of God’s intentions for His people Israel; Moses was to be preserved in view of leadership, in view of an example.  The Lord could say “I have given you an example”, John 13:15.  And so it is that, even in a meeting like this, we are quickened by the word of God, the Holy Scriptures and what they would say to us.

The next scripture is affecting but it is challenging.  God knows the end from the beginning.  The Lord Jesus, the Alpha and the Omega, is the Leader and Completer of faith.  What Paul had in mind was that the line of faith should continue in relation to those attached to Christ, continue in relation to God’s own thoughts, including the beginnings of things in a baptised household.  Here the apostle Paul is writing to his child Timothy, and this is very much applicable practically to the current time we are in.  It is needful that the desire of the saints is to continue on the line of faith.  We have not seen Jesus yet, but we shall, and Paul’s great concern was that those who are left would not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of Paul His prisoner (v.8).  The place which the Lord has in our hearts and lives is so vital at such a time.  We are to hold to whole thoughts, what the assembly is to the heart of Christ, and here the line of faith is even identified in Timothy’s grandmother and his mother.  We see and appreciate the line of faith continuing in our young brethren.  What the Lord would put before them is that they now have their own portion in faith, as it were, as a household.  They have already had that portion in the breaking of bread, for they have thrown in their lot with their brethren even in the place of reproach publicly, during the long time of rejection of the Lord Jesus whom they love.

And so in the second scripture in 2 Timothy, Paul refers to the Spirit.  The Lord had said that it would be profitable for Him to go away, for if He did not go away the Spirit would not come to them (John 16:7), and that when He came, He would bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment because the world would not believe on Him.  The Lord is still rejected, but He goes on to say, ”of righteousness, because I go away to my Father”.  That is where righteousness is and that is where it is drawn from.  The Lord Jesus is made unto us righteousness in that way.  How wonderful that is, but we are to keep by the Holy Spirit the good deposit entrusted.

I would liken that to the whole body of “the faith once delivered to the saints”, Jude v.3.  As in Jude’s time when apostasy was on every hand and the principles of apostasy were working in the profession, so it is today.  But then it comes right down to each one of us – our young brother and sister, each one in the room – having that love of the truth because of the Person, the Lord Jesus, who set it all on and who is the truth objectively Himself, while the Spirit is the truth subjectively,5 quickening our affections toward Him.  Paul says, “But thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned” – the “thou” is emphasised – “knowing of whom thou hast learned them”.  The Lord has had His hand in things.  He is the great Teacher, the great Model.  Vessels may have been used, parents may have been used, for which we are thankful, but we have all to learn from Him.

All this is in Paul’s ministry.  Marriage in the Lord is mentioned once in Paul’s epistles but involves the rights of the Lord over the believer, which is so essential.  Every lover of Christ who is sealed with the Spirit is secure, and marriage in the Lord involves being united together in giving the Lord His rights in our lives and thinking.  It goes back, I believe, to love being faithful, holy and sacrificial.  It is evidence of the wisdom of God, of the righteousness and holiness and redemption which is available to us in Christ.

In the name of the Lord Jesus.

Doug Welch


Scripture references

John 21:15 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs.

Hebrews 11:23 (JND) [23] By faith Moses, being born, was hid three months by his parents, because they saw the child beautiful; and they did not fear the injunction of the king.

2 Timothy 1:5-14 (JND) [5] calling to mind the unfeigned faith which [has been] in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and in thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that in thee also. [6] For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations. [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus. [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

2 Timothy 1:5-14 (JND) [5] calling to mind the unfeigned faith which [has been] in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and in thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that in thee also. [6] For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations. [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus. [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

2 Timothy 3:14-15 (JND) [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:14-15 (JND) [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

1 Corinthians 7:39 (JND) [39] A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in [the] Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

John 13:15 (JND) [15] for I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also.

John 16:7 (JND) [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you.

Jude 1:3 (JND) [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.



GOD’S THOUGHTS ABOUT HOUSEHOLDS


Ephesians 2:13-22;  Acts 18:1-3,24-26

I was encouraged by the reference in prayer to speak about households.  Our brother mentioned that our young brother and sister, in marrying today, have begun a household; it is a very important matter.  If we are interested in a subject, it is good to see what Scripture says about it, indicating what God’s thoughts are about the matter.  It is always good to look to see what Scripture tells us as to God’s thoughts.  This passage in Ephesians refers to God’s household.  The context of this scripture gives us some instruction as to the thoughts of God about households.  His household is special; His household is the church.  It is Jew and Gentile formed into one, reconciled by the blood of the cross.  That is what the apostle says here.  At one time the Gentiles were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, but now in Christ Jesus “ye who once were afar off”, that is Gentiles like you and me, “are become nigh by the blood of the Christ”.  Then Christ, by what He has done, has “broken down the middle wall of enclosure”; that is, what separated Jew and Gentile.  Before that point in time, there were Jews and there were Gentiles, and Jews nationally and religiously did not have anything to do with Gentiles.  But Christ came in and His work changed all of that; a notable feature of the Christian testimony at the beginning was that He formed “the two in himself into one new man”, as it says here.  

God was pleased with that.  God had His Man, the Lord Jesus.  His coming into this scene and the laying down of that perfect life of His, involving His sacrifice and the blood of His cross, changed everything.  It set aside these religious differences that had existed before and instead the two that had been so distinct, Jew and Gentile, were reconciled into one by the blood of the Christ.  That is, believers are formed into one and they become, as the apostle says here, God’s household.  What a dignity and blessedness marks God’s household!  What dignity marks believers who have come to know the Lord Jesus, who have come to know for themselves the blessedness of the blood of His cross and are formed into the church, Christ’s assembly.  The assembly is what God has in mind, and it is referred to here as God’s household; “ye are no longer strangers and foreigners”, no longer far from the light of God, but brought in by what God has done, as our brother has been saying, in making Himself fully known in the incoming of His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We live in a wonderful time when God has revealed Himself fully in one blessed Man.  The Lord Jesus has loved us, and loves us now; He gave Himself for us so that we should become one in Him and should be here for Him and here for God.  That is what God has in mind.  He has in mind that He should have believers for Himself, referred to here as “fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God”.  How dignified and blessed that is!  It is the portion of every believer to know this and to enjoy it.  God’s house reflects Himself, it speaks of Himself and He has set His Son over it.  It says that He has set “Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are we” (Heb.3:6).  The Lord Jesus gives character to what is for God.  If we are to approach the Father it is “through him” and “by one Spirit”. The privileges that are available to believers in this time, in which through God’s mercy and sovereign grace we have been set, are immense – approaching and entering the very presence of God. 

Thinking of the assembly as forming God’s household brings into our mind the idea of nearness to God.  The assembly is that which is formed according to Him, because a household is to be according to the one who is over it.  For God’s household, that of course is Christ.  What is formed according to Christ is pleasing to God.  God can take account of it as His household.  What an elevated and dignified thought!  God desires that all believers – and I trust everyone in this room is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ – should know the privileges of being included in His household and of drawing near to Him, approaching Him, coming into His presence.  If there is anyone here who does not know the blessedness of the things that are spoken about in this chapter, now is the opportunity!  This is not a gospel preaching, but we can speak to each other with hearts that are softened, and our hearts are particularly towards one another at a time like this.  We would simply say that if there is any one here who does not know the incomparable, eternal blessedness of knowing the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, you can believe in Him now!  God has wonderful blessings in mind.

I wanted to say these things to bring out how God cares about households.  He cares about the household that our young brother and sister, in marrying today, have set up.  It is very interesting to look at what is said about households in Scripture.  There is a reference to Abraham and his household.  Abraham was an influential man in his household and God knew that he would lead his household rightly (Gen.18:19) and that it would be committed to God’s interests here.  Abraham was a reliable man and it is a fine thing when the head of a household is reliable before God.  God takes account of that, as He did in relation to Abraham.  God also had regard for households among the children of Israel.  He made provision for the passover to be held in the house – that is, that the Lord Jesus and His precious death should be appreciated in households.  

There are many references to households in Scripture.  You get Rahab’s household; it was her father’s house but she had faith and that whole house was saved by Rahab’s faith.  A household of faith is a sphere of salvation.  Our brother who has just spoken was referring to Moses: Amram and Jochebed, Moses’ parents, formed a household of faith and they took action to ensure the salvation of their house and God blessed them in it.  Then in New Testament times, households were greatly used in supporting the work of the apostle Paul.

We have read about one of these households in the Acts, the household of Priscilla and Aquila.  It is interesting to read the six references to Aquila and Priscilla in Acts 18, in Romans 16, in 1 Corinthians 16 and in 2 Timothy 4.  You will find that Priscilla and Aquila are referred to six times.  On three occasions Aquila, the husband, comes first and on three occasions, Priscilla is mentioned first.  It was a household where husband and wife worked very closely together for the furtherance of the testimony and for the glory of the Lord Jesus.  I simply wanted to draw out here some features of a household that is available to the Lord for service, first of all for the furtherance of the testimony as spoken of by the apostle Paul. 

He was a vessel of the testimony, remarkably used, and he came to Corinth.  Humanly speaking, he did not know what he would find there, for Corinth had quite a reputation as a city.  Paul came there to preach the gospel and he found a household already there that was devoted to the Lord Jesus.  What a strong point that was!  A household devoted to the Lord Jesus in faith in Him and love for Him is a strong point for the Lord.  He can use it for blessing and for His own glory.  I think Aquila and Priscilla were available in that way, and I would encourage our dear young brother and sister, and all of us who have households, to hold them for the Lord and for His glory and for the blessing of His people.  That is what Aquila and Priscilla did.  They made room for Paul and took him in and they worked together, in a natural way.  They worked together in a spiritual way too.  We can see that in the way they were able to help Apollos, who was a mighty man.  In tenderness, grace and love they took him to themselves and unfolded the truth that they had absorbed from Paul, and instructed him.

What an encouragement it is to see a brother and sister, a husband and wife, devoted to the Lord individually, coming together, for “Two are better than one”, Eccles.4:9.  It is a matter of strength in the things of the Lord.  You might say, You are setting a very high standard in all of that; is this possible to attain?  It is, because God never sets forth a thought of His without providing the power to fulfil it.  He makes things possible by and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Looking at our side and our responsibility, I believe all things are possible to those who love and are devoted to the Lord Jesus and who put Him first.  We have had reference to that already in prayer.  That is an immensely strengthening thing in the moral history of a household, where husband and wife love the Lord Jesus and put Him first.  Such a household is reliable and strong, and of immense value.  I commend that to our young brother and sister and to all of us, that we might desire to be here for Him and for His glory and His pleasure and for the strengthening and blessing of the testimony.  May these thoughts encourage us, for His name’s sake. 

Alistair M Brown




Scripture references

Ephesians 2:13-22 (JND) [13] but now in Christ Jesus *ye* who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ. [14] For *he* is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, [15] having annulled the enmity in his flesh, the law of commandments in ordinances, that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; [16] and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity; [17] and, coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who [were] afar off, and [the glad tidings of] peace to those [who were] nigh. [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father. [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, [20] being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

Ephesians 2:13-22 (JND) [13] but now in Christ Jesus *ye* who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ. [14] For *he* is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, [15] having annulled the enmity in his flesh, the law of commandments in ordinances, that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; [16] and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity; [17] and, coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who [were] afar off, and [the glad tidings of] peace to those [who were] nigh. [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father. [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, [20] being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

Acts 18:1-26 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. [4] And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks. [5] And when both Silas and Timotheus came down from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in respect of the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. [6] But as they opposed and spoke injuriously, he shook his clothes, and said to them, Your blood be upon your own head: *I* [am] pure; from henceforth I will go to the nations. [7] And departing thence he came to the house of a certain [man], by name Justus, who worshipped God, whose house adjoined the synagogue. [8] But Crispus the ruler of the synagogue believed in the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptised. [9] And the Lord said by vision in [the] night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city. [11] And he remained [there] a year and six months, teaching among them the word of God. [12] But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one consent rose against Paul and led him to the judgment-seat, …

Acts 18:1-26 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. [4] And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks. [5] And when both Silas and Timotheus came down from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in respect of the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. [6] But as they opposed and spoke injuriously, he shook his clothes, and said to them, Your blood be upon your own head: *I* [am] pure; from henceforth I will go to the nations. [7] And departing thence he came to the house of a certain [man], by name Justus, who worshipped God, whose house adjoined the synagogue. [8] But Crispus the ruler of the synagogue believed in the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptised. [9] And the Lord said by vision in [the] night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city. [11] And he remained [there] a year and six months, teaching among them the word of God. [12] But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one consent rose against Paul and led him to the judgment-seat, …

Hebrews 3:6 (JND) [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

Genesis 18:19 (JND) [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him.

Acts 18 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. …

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

1 Corinthians 16 (JND) [1] Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the assemblies of Galatia, so do *ye* do also. [2] On [the] first of [the] week let each of you put by at home, laying up [in] whatever [degree] he may have prospered, that there may be no collections when I come. [3] And when I am arrived, whomsoever ye shall approve, these I will send with letters to carry your bounty to Jerusalem: …

2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …

Ecclesiastes 4:9 (JND) [9] Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.



HOUSEHOLDS FOR GOD






Exodus 2:1;  Numbers 8:14;  1 Chronicles 15:16

I have been confirmed in the thoughts that I have had in relation to these scriptures by what our brothers have already mentioned.  I have been thinking of what is for the Lord, and ultimately what is for God, as typified by the Levites.  Looking at our brother and sister, there is no doubt about their love and affection for one another, and that is a wonderful thing.  But I know that what has preceded that is their love and affection for the Lord Jesus, and how important that is.  This household in Exodus chapter 2 that has been mentioned already was in type merged together because of these affections.  Both our young brother and young sister, as having committed themselves to the Lord, have no doubt prayed about this very occasion.  Our brother would have previously prayed that the Lord Jesus would bring someone suitable for him.  I would say the same about our sister.  It is wonderful to see, as our brother has mentioned, that this union is “in the Lord”.  

These matters are seen in type by these two here in Exodus 2 in the exercise of faith as moving forward to set up a household; it was a man of the house of Levi taking a daughter of Levi.  You might say, it did not only involve like interests, but their moving together in faith.  The Levites were persons who were reserved for God; what we read in Numbers would set that out distinctly.  The Levites were for God: it says, “that the Levites may be mine”.  There was no doubt as to the service they were to carry out, and as our brother and sister set up their household together, there will be service that will be rendered.  There will be service rendered to one another, and there will be service rendered to the saints, which is really service for the Lord.  How important it is that the Lord gets His portion.  There is no doubt that, as our brother mentioned in prayer, we live in a world where every man is seeking what is for himself; we own our part in that.  But the joy of this day, the joy of this occasion, would freshly remind us of the importance of what is for the Lord.  How wonderful it is that the Lord should receive His portion.  There is no doubt that, as our dear young brethren have been joined together, and if the Lord leaves us here, there will be days ahead to be enjoyed by them in the Lord’s will, and it is right that it should be so.  But again I come back to the importance of first giving to Lord what is for Him.  

That concern was there in this household in Egypt, as our brother mentioned earlier from Hebrews.  We know what came out of it.  There was a distinct exercise that they had to pass through in relation to Moses in order that he might be preserved to them.  They made an ark of reeds and plastered it with resin and with pitch; they put Moses in it then laid it in the sedge on the bank of the river, recognizing in faith that what was beautiful under the eye of God must be brought out from the place of death.  In our Christian histories as we go on together, as we have experiences with the saints and as our young brethren will find in their own histories, even in their own household, there will be times when we have to accept that death lies on everything here.  But then, praise the Lord, what comes out of that is love, as typified in Moses.  Think of how this household would have had this concern; the father and mother were in it together.  We read more about the mother and her concern for her son, how she became a wet-nurse (Exod.2:7).  Moses’ sister had the exercise of going and finding him, and making sure that his mother would be his wet-nurse.  But it was no doubt the exercise of the parents together to preserve what was to be in principle for the Lord.  Then this was carried further, with the Levitical potential seen in Moses being placed in a most favourable position as son of Pharaoh’s daughter, and yet he gave all that up.  For a Levite, there was no earthly inheritance, and if we are going to be here for the Lord, then what is for the Lord is to prevail and we must recognise we have no earthly inheritance.  It is always for Himself.

I just had a sense as we came to this occasion of the joy which involves all of us.  That brings us to this portion in 1 Chronicles: we become singers.  “And David spoke to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren, the singers… that they should sound aloud, lifting up the voice with joy”.  This is a joyous occasion, and the Lord desires that it should be so.  I trust that as each one of us goes from here, we will be strengthened in our joy and in our affections for the Lord Jesus and for one another, because it all involves what is for Himself.  Our hearts have, I trust, been awakened and stirred in us as a result of this union, and our desire is that as we go forward, the Lord would get what is properly His from each household, for His name’s sake.

Doug Klassen

 

Three words given at a marriage meeting, Denton, USA

21 November 2021




Scripture references

Exodus 2:1 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi.

Numbers 8:14 (JND) [14] And thou shalt separate the Levites from among the children of Israel, that the Levites may be mine.

Numbers 8:14 (JND) [14] And thou shalt separate the Levites from among the children of Israel, that the Levites may be mine.

1 Chronicles 15:16 (JND) [16] And David spoke to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren, the singers, with instruments of music, lutes, and harps, and cymbals, that they should sound aloud, lifting up the voice with joy.

Exodus 2 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi. [2] And the woman conceived, and bore a son. And she saw him that he was fair, and hid him three months. [3] And when she could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of reeds, and plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and laid [it] in the sedge on the bank of the river. …

Exodus 2 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi. [2] And the woman conceived, and bore a son. And she saw him that he was fair, and hid him three months. [3] And when she could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of reeds, and plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and laid [it] in the sedge on the bank of the river. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 2:7 (JND) [7] And his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call thee a wet-nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?



THE NINETY AND NINE






There were ninety and nine that safely lay
   In the shelter of the fold,
But one was out on the hills away,
   Far off from the gates of gold;
Away on the mountains wild and bare,
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care.

‘Lord, Thou hast here Thy ninety and nine;
   Are they not enough for Thee?’
But the Shepherd made answer: ‘This of Mine
   Has wandered away from Me;
And although the road be rough and steep,
I go to the desert to find My sheep’.

But none of the ransomed ever knew
   How deep were the waters crossed;
Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed through
   Ere He found His sheep that was lost.
Out in the desert He heard its cry,
Sick and helpless, and ready to die.

                          ……………

But all through the mountains, thunder-riven,
   And up from the rocky steep,
There arose a cry to the gate of heaven,
  ‘Rejoice! I have found My sheep!’
And the angels echoed around the throne,
‘Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!’.

 

Elizabeth Clephane 1830 - 1869
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