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HOW GOD VIEWS US


1 Corinthians 15:22;  Romans 8:1-14;  Acts 10:9-16

It is very important for us to know and understand how God views things.  It regulates us as to how we are to view things.  At the very beginning of Genesis, “God saw that it was good”, Gen.1:10.  If God sees certain things as good, we are to see them as good, and if God sees other things as evil, we must see them as evil.  I would like to say a brief word as to how God views us and therefore how we are to respond to that.  

Before I do, I should say that at one time in our lives we were in our sins, and far from God, and we were at that point viewed, as the first scripture says, “in the Adam”; we are all born that way.  None of us are believers when we are born, and none of us have the Holy Spirit when we are born.  We have all received the sinful nature of Adam, as a result of what he was and what he did.  Adam sinned and the result of that is that we are sinners before God.  Adam introduced wilfulness and unrighteousness to the human race, and as a result of that, death came in.  But nonetheless God has not cast man aside because He already had the answer, that He would have men “in the Christ”.  “In the Adam”, all that man can hope for or look for is death, but “in the Christ”, men are made alive and to live to God.

In the book of Romans, Paul educates and helps these dear believers in Rome as to how to understand their place now in Christ.  I would like to say what being in Christ means for me.  It does not only mean that, although I am a lost fallen sinner, God now views me as a saved sinner, although that is true.  What it also means to me is that God now has a Man in His presence who did everything that pleased Him, and accomplished His will in its entirety, and God has entirely accepted, not only the work of Christ, but the blessed Person that sits before Him now in all His glory.  God loves that Man and accepts His person.  He views Him with the utmost favour and Christ has gone there not only to satisfy God, but He has gone there to take a place for me.  If I was to die and go to be in the presence of God right now, I know how God would receive me.  He would receive me in all the worth of that blessed Man.  The measure of my great place of favour before God is seen in Christ’s place before God.  I do not worry about my place before God because I know that Christ is there, and my faith and trust is in that blessed Man.  If a king sends an ambassador to another country, and he is received by the king of that other country, he receives that ambassador as if he was actually the king of his country.  It is a poor analogy but it shows that my reception before God is in the grace and favour of that blessed Man before God.

And more than that; “in the Adam” I was here, and I enjoyed earthly and material things, but in Christ I am a heavenly person and a spiritual person, and I have a new nature that is after Christ’s order.  God views me as a heavenly person.  My destiny is heaven.  He will take me to heaven, and He views me now as a heavenly person, and I know that because He has given me His Holy Spirit.  So Paul says “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus”.  There is no condemnation for me before God.  Is there any condemnation for Christ?  Does God ever feel badly about Christ?  Then He never feels that way about me.  He sees me sometimes acting in the flesh, but He never views me, never considers me, to be that; it is not normal.  That is the portion of every believer in the Lord Jesus to whom He has given of His own Spirit.  It is not merely that your sins are forgiven, great as that is, but it is that you are accepted in Christ before God forever.  Adam gave you sin and death, unrighteousness and wilfulness, but every spiritual blessing we have is in Christ, in that blessed Man.  And so if you want to know where your blessings are, where your enjoyment is, I can show you – it is in a Man at the right hand of God!

Now the other side to that is that God never gives us a title, a place or position without making us equal to that position.  What king would make his son king, but does not give him the authority of the king or the privilege of the king?  What kind of king would that be if he could not enjoy the privileges that belong to it?  It would not be worth the title he had.  So God has given you that blessed title of being in Christ and He gives you the ability to enjoy it.  Those that are in flesh, or that which is after Adam cannot please God.  “For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh”, and they cannot please God because “the mind of the flesh is death”.  The means of pleasing God has been given to us in verse 2; “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death”.  The law of sin and of death means that I once was regulated by the flesh; the flesh used to make me do what I did not want to do.  It used to make me do what was wrong, it was a law, it was a regulation, the flesh used to regulate me.  But now as having the Holy Spirit, the Spirit is to regulate me; He is the “Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”.  He is given to us to be the power and the enjoyment of life, with, and in that blessed Man.  He gives us to enjoy a spiritual and heavenly life even while we are here on earth.  

So what God looks for is fulfilled in us who “do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit”.  When we do the things that we do here, and we speak the things that we speak, what governs us is not what our wilful flesh wants to do, and wants to say, but we act under the power of the Spirit.  We seek the Spirit’s help to walk and to act rightly.  But what it says in verse 9 is definite “But ye”, that is all believers “are not in flesh but in Spirit”.  That is, not only do you have a place before God in Christ, but you are to have the inward feelings and affections formed by the Spirit according to God.  God sees you not in the flesh, even though you may sometimes act in it, but He sees you in Spirit; He sees that you have a spiritual nature inside you.  A beloved servant of the Lord once said something very, very simple – he said that no man has two natures.  He was saying to the dear saints, you do not have a fleshly nature and a spiritual nature; you are “in Spirit”1.  Your nature is given to you by God and how God views you is spiritually.  Do not think of yourself as a fleshly person, think of yourself as a spiritual person and desire the Holy Spirit’s help to act in keeping with that.  To put it simply, if God views you, if He sees you, in Christ and in Spirit, then you should view yourself in that way.  

I am not saying that we do not sin; John says that if anyone says he does not sin, he deceives himself (1 John 1:8); and also “we all often offend”, Jas.3:2.  But if we were walking in the Spirit, we would immediately recognise this sin that we did and we would immediately go to God about it in repentance and keep ourselves in right links with God.  So it says “but if anyone has not the Spirit of Christ” – that is the Holy Spirit known in that way – “he is not of him”, that is, of Christ.  A believer having the Spirit is of Christ and Christ is in him; “if Christ be in you”.  By the Holy Spirit of God, features of Christ and the character of Christ are actually in the believer, who acts like Christ and is like Christ.  So “if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness”.  Life there is in the sense of power.  The Spirit gives us the power to live righteously before God.  He is the only power that we have to do that.  

We spoke in the reading of Jacob, about how the angel touched his thigh and disabled him, and how God then changed Jacob’s name.  That is what Jacob arrived at; he was not going to walk in the power of his flesh, and try to please God in his natural strength, power and intelligence, because he could do nothing in the flesh that would please God.  He recognised that natural power would not do, he needed God’s power, the Spirit of God.  God says in effect, ‘You are not the old Jacob, you are a new man’, and in principle, typically speaking, He placed him in Christ.  God said to Jacob ‘Not only have you a great position, a great status before Me but you will walk in My power and in keeping with that place’.  

The apostle goes on to tell the dear Roman believers that the reception of the Holy Spirit in our mortal bodies is so great a matter that God will not leave your body behind; He will quicken it at the rapture because it has been a vessel of His own Spirit.  He will quicken our mortal bodies on account of His Spirit which dwells in us.  See how greatly God thinks of you, dear believer.  God values even your body because it has been a vessel of His own Holy Spirit and He will not leave it behind.  God will quicken our bodies and change them, change them to be like the glorious body of Christ.  Not only will we be spiritually like Christ but our bodies will be actually like Christ eternally.  These are the greatest thoughts that God has had in mind, that man should be before Him eternally with Christ.  These thoughts are so amazing that they are difficult for us to take in and understand, but God gives us the Spirit to do so.

I read about Peter because he had difficulty in understanding these things.  Peter was on the housetop in Joppa and he was praying at about the sixth hour, midday, and as they were making ready an ecstasy came upon him.  God was about to use Peter to introduce the Gentile nations into the greatest family, the greatest vessel that ever would be on this earth.  Peter was a Jew and was accustomed to thinking that the Jews had all the privileges, all the promises, the law, the oracles of God, and that they had all the blessings.  But before Peter went to lay his hands on Cornelius and the Gentile nations, God gave him this vision of the great sheet bound at the four corners, let down from heaven, full of every type of animal.  He did not tell Peter in straight terms, He showed him this vision and Peter was to be spiritually dependent on this.  He asked, What does this mean?  What is God telling me about this great sheet?  And the voice said to him “Rise, Peter, slay and eat”.  Peter said, I have never eaten anything unclean or of any of these animals that were not allowed by the law, but God said to him, What I have cleansed, “do not thou make common”.  God says, as it were, I have cleansed, I will bring the Gentile nations in as clean people and form Jew and Gentile into one body.  There is going to be one people on earth, a heavenly people and that is the assembly.  It took place three times.  “And this took place thrice”; God was saying to Peter, Open your eyes, see what great things God has done and do not go against what God is going on with. 

Dear brethren, we need to open our eyes and see the great things that God has done for us.  Do not count yourself out of this; God is saying to you that you are not in Adam, you are in Christ.  You are not in flesh, you are not a fleshly, wilful person; you are in Spirit.  You have a spiritual nature given to you by God which you must nurture in the power of the Holy Spirit.  God has taken you up as a heavenly, spiritual person and that is what believers are in the sight of God.  Peter learned his lesson and he was able to help others.  He was able to bring the whole locality of Jerusalem into the great knowledge that the Gentiles were blessed along with Israel.  

These things are very great, but they are not too great for us because God has given them to us.  May we be exercised to read about these things, go in for them and enjoy them, each for ourselves, for His name’s sake.

Address at Secunderabad, India

4 December 2016

N.C. McKay




Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:22 (JND) [22] For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive.

Romans 8:1-14 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; …

Acts 10:9-16 (JND) [9] And on the morrow, as these were journeying and drawing near to the city, Peter went up on the house to pray, about the sixth hour. [10] And he became hungry and desired to eat. But as they were making ready an ecstasy came upon him: [11] and he beholds the heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending, as a great sheet, [bound] by [the] four corners [and] let down to the earth; [12] in which were all the quadrupeds and creeping things of the earth, and the fowls of the heaven. [13] And there was a voice to him, Rise, Peter, slay and eat. [14] And Peter said, In no wise, Lord; for I have never eaten anything common or unclean. [15] And [there was] a voice again the second time to him, What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make common. [16] And this took place thrice, and the vessel was straightway taken up into heaven.

Genesis 1:10 (JND) [10] And God called the dry [land] Earth, and the gathering together of the waters he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

1 John 1:8 (JND) [8] If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

James 3:2 (JND) [2] For we all often offend. If any one offend not in word, *he* [is] a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body too.



“YE HAVE COME TO … JESUS”


Hebrews 12:18,22 (to “living God”),24;  3:1;  4:14;

7:4,5 (to “people”);  10:19,20 (to “way”)

I read these passages, dear brethren, feeling the need to speak about what we have come to.  As we look around, we may feel that we have come to breakdown.  We see troubles and unrest, but it says in the passage I read, “ye have come to … Jesus”.  We have come to a Person, dear brethren!  The systems of men will all break down, and you wonder at the scattering that there is today.  But we have not come to men, we have come to Jesus.  The apostle in this chapter is very concerned that the Jewish believers should realise that they had come to Jesus.  I think there are nine references in the book of Hebrews where the name stands by itself – Jesus.  That is why I read these passages, and there are others.  They are very striking to me; “to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant; and to the blood of sprinkling”.  We need to understand these two things; they will not break down.  There was a conflict among brethren in earlier days; some thought that the breakdown would continue, and they pointed out that every family until now has broken down.  Take Abraham, Noah and the rest, they all broke down, but Mr Taylor pointed out that we have not come to that, we have come to Jesus.  We have come to a Person and the measure in which that Person is enshrined in our hearts will be the measure of our enjoyment, and, may I say, of our progress.  Mr Taylor said in answer to these questions that the assembly is an exotic.2  What has come in in this dispensation of Christianity does not depend on Abraham or Moses or any of these persons, it depended, and still depends, on a Person, Jesus.

I read about some of His offices.  They are very full!  If you need a sympathiser, you have one in Jesus.  Jesus was the most approachable of men that was ever on this earth.  The children were in His arms, He could touch lepers, there was no one outside His reach – the Man Christ Jesus.  I have read about some of the offices that He fills.  In chapter 3, the writer addresses the “partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession”.  A brother in Leven heard Mr Raven speaking in Edinburgh; he said ‘the Apostle maintains the calling at its height, and the High Priest maintains the people at the height of their calling’3.  I think that is very beautiful!  Everything depends on Jesus!  Men may bring in all their theories and opposition, all their suppositions, but we have “the Apostle and High Priest of our confession”.  Moses was the apostle of the old dispensation, and Aaron was the high priest, but he failed too; but God has laid help upon “a mighty one”, Ps.89:19.  He has committed everything into the hands of His Son; His Son is our Saviour.  I would encourage us all, especially the younger ones, that you must come to Jesus.  He is in heaven as our great High Priest!  The high priest went into the tabernacle, but here is One who has gone right in.  You read of that in this book; He has gone into heaven itself.  That is a beautiful verse; I did not read it, but it says that he has entered “into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God”.  Is that all?  No, it says “for us”, Heb.9:24.  There Christ is the centre of the throng, His glory shines, and He is the great High Priest.  He is there to lift us above all the failures, and the weaknesses of the condition in which we are.  He never changes, He is faithful.  We can trust Him and rest upon Him.

In chapter 4 it says “a great high priest”; not only a High Priest, but a great High Priest.  Think of the time that has gone by since He went in.  He maintains everything, through all the ages.  He has passed through the heavens – Jesus, the Son of God.  That is where He is, in a place where man can no longer interfere, and it says that He has gone in there within the veil, a Forerunner for us (Heb.6:19,20).  We will soon be there; in the meantime, He is serving us in His priesthood that we may not break down.  Our great High Priest has to deal with so many things.  Aaron went in with the names of the tribes on the breastplate, and that is how Christ has gone in.  He has gone in with our names on His breast, and they can never be eradicated, a wonderful thing!  If you have come to trust Him as your Saviour, you can trust Him day by day as the Priest, able to sympathise with us because He has been here as a Man.  He has been here in the wilderness, He has been here and suffered all the opposition.  Peter was going to fail, he was trusting in himself; he said that even if everybody denies you, I will not do it.  The Lord said, I have prayed for you.  He anticipated it.  It is very beautiful how Peter came to that.  The Lord never brought up what Peter did, or anything about it.  There is perfect confidence in Peter in the account in the Acts, just days after he had denied his Lord, but there is the Priest.  He will not raise these matters again; they are settled through believing on Jesus!  Your history is covered by the Priest and His service brings you into the liberty and joy of what He has done. 

The apostle goes on through these chapters in Hebrews, speaking of how great a Priest Jesus is, and where He has gone.  He has entered in in His own Person, because it was not possible that He could be held by the power of death (Acts 2:24).  What a Saviour to trust, what a Person to trust!  The creeds and sects will all break down, full of confusion, but there is Someone in whom you can rest your faith and rest your soul, that He is there for us.  It says “consider how great this personage was”; how great He is.  He is beyond what man can compass and comprehend, but He is there for our trust, for our confidence, and the more we give ourselves over to Him, the more we will come to enjoy what we have come to.  We have come to Jesus, the centre of the whole system!

The verse in chapter 6 says that He has gone “as forerunner for us” (v.20).  Do you think that is where your home is going to be, dear brethren; do you think that is the end?  

‘And we our great Forerunner see

   In His own glory there;

Yet not ashamed with such as we’.      (Hymn 81)

There He is.  All of our histories are up and down, but He is the Forerunner.  Think of the heavens open to Him; is it any wonder?   “And confessedly the mystery of piety is great.  God has been manifested in flesh” (1 Tim.3:16); that is a beautiful verse.  “God has been manifested in flesh ... has appeared to angels”, and then it says “has been received up in glory”.  Not ‘to glory’, but “received up in glory”.  It is the answer to the cross; “whom heaven indeed must receive”, Acts 3:21.  He is “received up in glory”; He is there as our Forerunner, forever a High Priest “according to the order of Melchisedec” (Heb.7:17); that way it cannot break down.  There is much more in these verses than I have time, or am able, to speak of, but I wanted to call attention to Jesus, and then to the blood of sprinkling.

The blood of sprinkling was a great thing.  It came upon Aaron and his sons.  The blood was sprinkled on Aaron’s sons – that is on you and me.  The blood of sprinkling means that you are covered.  There was a wonderful thing said about these four sons of Aaron; it says that the blood was sprinkled on their right ears, their right thumbs, and on the great toes of their right feet (Lev.8:24).  It is very interesting to think of that.  I was taught a little ditty; ‘Be careful, little ear, what you hear’.  If you are a Christian, the blood is in principle on your ear, so be careful what you hear!  There are all these sounds from the wireless and newspapers and all such things.  Remember that the blood is there on your ear; be careful what you hear!  Then it is on the right hand; the poem goes on to say ‘Be careful what you do’, and then on the foot; ‘Be careful where you go’.  That ditty was repeated often: ‘There’s a Saviour up above, watching over you in love, so be careful … ’. Be careful what you hear, be careful what you do, and be careful where you walk.  That is what we have come to, dear brethren.  We have to watch and be careful, be careful how we handle things because of the blood of sprinkling.  The blood is identification; God said “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exod.12:13.  As you come under the shelter of the blood, you are identified as belonging to Christ; you are not your own, you have been bought with a price (1 Cor.6:19).  That is the blood of sprinkling.  We have been sanctified by the blood of Jesus, we have to behave differently.

In chapter 13 it says “Wherefore also Jesus”, Heb.13:12.  It does not speak about the Lord or Christ very much in Hebrews, it is “Jesus”.  The writer wanted to impress these Jews that there is a Person who had never been here before, a Person who has been here, been in the grave, and is risen and glorified.  That is what we have come to – we have come to Jesus.  “Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood”; not anybody else’s but “his own blood”.  The next word is “therefore let us go forth to him without the camp”.  The setting in these verses is that, when Moses came down from the mountain and he heard the singing in the camp, he took the tent and “pitched it outside the camp”, Exod.33:7.  Within the camp, the attitude is, “let us eat and drink; for to-morrow we die (1 Cor.15:32); that is what the camp is full of.  But we find Jesus outside the camp, we go outside the camp to Jesus.  It is not because the brethren say we must, or because it is some orthodox thing to do, but you will not find Him in the camp, you will find Him outside the camp.  So it says “therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”.  

May we be encouraged, dear brethren, that the Person may be more before us.  The doctrine is very beautiful, and we must apply ourselves to the doctrine, but it all leads to Christ, it leads to Jesus, the One who has gone outside the camp.  Many people ask, Where do you find Him?  Well, you will find Him without the camp.  You will not find Him in the world and its ramifications, but you find Him outside the camp, and we go to Him “bearing his reproach: for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one”, of which He is the Lord and the Centre.

May our hearts be drawn to Him, dear brethren!

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy

3 January 2017

R. Taylor

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 12:18-22 (JND) [18] For ye have not come to [the mount] that might be touched and was all on fire, and to obscurity, and darkness, and tempest, [19] and trumpet's sound, and voice of words; which they that heard, excusing themselves, declined [the] word being addressed to them any more: [20] (for they were not able to bear what was enjoined: And if a beast should touch the mountain, it shall be stoned; [21] and, so fearful was the sight, Moses said, I am exceedingly afraid and full of trembling;) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels,

Psalms 89:19 (JND) [19] Then thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon a mighty one; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Hebrews 6:19-20 (JND) [19] which we have as anchor of the soul, both secure and firm, and entering into that within the veil, [20] where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec.

Acts 2:24 (JND) [24] Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power;

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Hebrews 7:17 (JND) [17] For it is borne witness, *Thou* art a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedec.

Leviticus 8:24 (JND) [24] and he brought Aaron's sons near, and Moses put of the blood on the tip of their right ear, and on the thumb of their right hand, and on the great toe of their right foot; and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

Hebrews 13:12 (JND) [12] Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate:

Exodus 33:7 (JND) [7] And Moses took the tent, and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the Tent of meeting. And it came to pass [that] every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp.

1 Corinthians 15:32 (JND) [32] If, [to speak] after the manner of man, I have fought with beasts in Ephesus, what is the profit to me if [those that are] dead do not rise? let us eat and drink; for to-morrow we die.



THE RELIABILITY OF THE LORD JESUS


Hebrews 1:1-3

I would like to bring forward a very simple thought, beloved, following on from what our brother has spoken about.  How stable and reliable are the things that have been committed into the hands of the Lord Jesus.  Our brother has spoken about the way that God has acted and has brought in such comfort through the Lord Jesus, and I felt freshly impressed with the power that is invested in Him.  We know, of course, that in His Person, the Lord Jesus "is over all, God blessed for ever", (Rom 9: 5), although in grace He came into conditions of lowly manhood.  We also know, as the verse we have read says, "by whom also he", that is God, "made the worlds", that the very glory of creation belongs to the Lord Jesus.  He is the One who is great enough to have brought the physical creation about, and He is upholding it all by the word of His power.  But my thought was that the He not only upholds what is creational, but that He is upholding by His power all that is for the pleasure of God.  He is the One who was great enough to bring in redemption; that is mentioned here too.  He is the One who has upheld God's thoughts throughout the history of His dealings with men in this scene; the Lord Jesus has brought into being all that God had in mind for His own pleasure and the day is coming when He will complete it, bringing about what will be for God's glory eternally.  What reliability, and what power, there is in the Lord Jesus.

Our brother has alluded to the history of the testimony, and when you consider the weakness and departure that occurred both in the scriptural history and in more recent times, you might think that things must have failed, but they were being upheld “by the word of his power".  Beloved brethren, what is for God cannot fail while they are in the hands of the Lord Jesus.  Think of the testimony being sustained through the dark ages when darkness came in, and distance from God, yet nevertheless what was for God was being upheld all along by the word of the Lord's power – a power that could not be defeated.  These verses show the Lord's greatness in a very touching way; it says here that He is the "effulgence of his glory", all God's glory shining out in the Lord Jesus, and "the expression of his substance".  Then He has dealt with all the moral issues that stood in the way, "having made by himself the purification of sins".  It may be that we see the efforts of the enemy in the failure of the things that are in the hands of man, but let us not be afraid, beloved brethren, because all things are being upheld by the word of His power.

We have an example in Acts 16 where Paul and Silas were in prison and things were outwardly in a very precarious state.  The spread of the testimony to Europe looked to be threatened, but came through triumphantly because all was being upheld by the word of the Lord's power.  We can be assured that will be the case right up to the very end.  I am glad of what our brother has said, drawing attention to the One who is able to uphold what is for God whatever the difficulties may be.  What confidence we can have in knowing such a One!  We each have come to know Him personally; may we trust Him more as we see more clearly what He is doing even in our day to uphold all things for the glory of God.

Think of what will be in a coming day when the riches of all that has been secured for God's glory will be displayed, all having been upheld through the ages by the power of the Lord, having been maintained in holiness and righteousness even through dark and difficult days.  What a glorious One we have been brought to know!  May we be increasingly occupied with Him.  Failure comes in when we take our eyes off Christ, but if we keep our attention on Him in simple dependence, we can know the power that is inherent in Him.  May it be that we find increasing joy and comfort in being in the confidence of that blessed One who is upholding all that is for God's glory, for His name's sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy

3 January 2017

G. J. Gaskin

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 1:1-3 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …



SAVED IN THE POWER OF HIS LIFE


Romans 5:8-10,15-18

There are three references to life in the verses that we have read. They are “saved in the power of his life” in verse 10, “reign in life” in verse 17, and “justification of life” in verse 18.  These are things that the believer is to know.  The epistle to the Romans is foundational.  How important it is that we have right foundations.  Indeed, without being “justified in the power of his blood”, there is no foundation for the believer at all.  What a wonderful matter it is when we come to know the Lord Jesus as our Saviour and find that we are “justified in the power of his blood”.  Think of the efficacy of the blood of the Lord Jesus, which is able to cleanse the vilest sinner.  What power there is in the blood of the Lord Jesus, and it is available to all men.  His perfect, sinless life was laid down, and unless we lay hold of that for ourselves, as individuals, then there is no foundation.  Paul was writing to believers, but he was very concerned that they should have sure foundations.  If we are not on right foundations, then as we go on in our lives, something may come in, and it might show that we have not been founded properly.  This is a foundation that needs to be there in the heart and soul of every one, that they should know the Lord Jesus as Saviour.

Nothing can “separate us from the love of God”, Rom.8:39.  That is fixed and it is eternal.  Once you are saved, you are saved, and cannot be lost.  It is a slight on the work of Christ to say that it is good enough to save someone for a particular time but not eternally.  The work of Christ is wonderful, it is great, and it is fixed.  “Much rather therefore, having been now justified”; it has been done, it is accomplished.  These are not things we grow into; justification and reconciliation are fixed matters; they are done, they are accomplished.  I am no more justified today than I was when I was converted.  The oldest believer, someone who has been converted for many years, is no more reconciled today than they were when they first came to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour.  That is wonderful.  These things are fixed.  I may grow in appreciation of what reconciliation means, but I am no more reconciled today than I was when I came to know the Lord Jesus as my Saviour.  I trust everyone here knows the Lord Jesus as Saviour.  God’s word would come to us because we need to have right foundations.  This is the foundation, that we should have our faith and trust in the Lord Jesus.  

We are reminded often about the feelings of God involved in not sparing His Son.  What a cost there has been for God in the giving of His Son in death, but what results have been accomplished.  It says “we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in the power of his life”.  We have been saved, and “having been now justified in the power of his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath”.  Wrath is coming on this world which crucified Christ; this world’s judgment stands recorded.  While this wonderful dispensation of grace continues, God is not rushing to carry out the judgment passed on a world that has rejected Christ.  That judgment will be carried out, but the believer is saved; “in the power of his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath”.  That is wonderful, but the apostle also says, “we shall be saved in the power of his life”.  We shall be saved; this is what we speak of as current salvation.  Eternal salvation has been secured and that is wonderful, and it is fixed, but in addition to that, “we shall be saved in the power of his life”; not in the power of His blood, but “in the power of his life”.  That is the life that the Lord Jesus is living now.  He has been in death.  There is a testimony to His perfect life in the gospels, and that walk took Him into death.  The work that He did in His death provides the basis for our eternal salvation.  What gives us present salvation?  It is His life, the life that He is living now; “we shall be saved in the power of his life.”  Think of what is available to the believer in the Lord Jesus! 

Our links with the Lord Jesus now are where He is, and we need the service of the Spirit for us to experience that.  How near the Spirit has come; He is indwelling believers.  What a wonderful matter that is.  The Spirit links the believer with Christ where He is; it is direct, so that we are “saved in the power of His life”.  That means that I constantly have to do with the Lord Jesus, and draw from Him as being in touch with Him.  What a preservative it is, if we know the reality of that in our souls; “we shall be saved in the power of his life”.  So that our contact is with Christ where He is.  Think of all that He is to us and all that He has been for us.  The woman in Luke 7 was a sinner.  She came to know the Lord Jesus as her Saviour.  He said to her “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”, Luke 7:50.  Do you think, as she went back into the city, that she would have continued in her sinful way?  No, she had been in touch with the Lord Jesus as Saviour; in principle, she would remain in touch with Him and we need to remain in touch with the Lord Jesus.  What safety there is in that.  If something goes wrong, it is because we are out of contact with Christ.  Being “saved in the power of his life” is life by contact.  Nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”, Rom.8:39.  We can however lose the conscious enjoyment of that love, and present contact with Christ.  Things may come in to spoil.  

This was written to the believers in Rome.  I suppose Rome at that point was the centre of the universe.  Believers were living in Rome where there was a concentrated power of evil, but their contact was with Christ where He is, and it is the same for us today.  It is when we get away from the Lord that we get into trouble.  We need to stay near to the Lord, and to keep our links with the Lord fresh and current.  Old preachers used to tell us to keep short accounts with our Lord Jesus.  We have “a patron with the Father” (1 John 2:1); what a service the Lord Jesus conducts towards us, that we might be maintained as those who are “saved in the power of his life”.  If I go away into the world, my link, my contact with Christ is what goes first.  You see the evidences of it.  Persons may go away, stop coming to meetings; they are not so happy to be there.  No one ever says that they are leaving the Lord, but it is the contact with the Lord that goes first.  We are to be saved and to be maintained; “saved in the power of his life”.  What a word that is!

As the chapter goes on, we find that there is that which came in by Adam, and then there is what comes in by Christ.  It has been said that the human race has a new Head.  What came in by Adam?  Sin, illness, bad thoughts, bad conduct, all these things; they came from Adam.  Adam in that sense was the first head of the race, but think of what you get from Christ.  You have these ‘much rathers’.  There is what comes in by one Man; something far greater has come in by the second Man, another Man.  Who is that Man?  That Man is Christ.  So the race has a new Head.  What do you get from Christ?  The first thing you get is forgiveness of sins, then justification and the gift of the Spirit.  It was the Lord’s desire that the Spirit should be given.  Everything is now coming from the new Head.  Who are you drawing on?  Draw on Christ, He is the new Head.  Questions might come in; we may say, ‘It is very difficult in the days in which we are living’.  No matter how difficult things are, Paul says “much rather”.  “For if by the offence of one the many have died, much rather has the grace of God, and the free gift in grace, which is by the one man Jesus Christ, abounded unto the many.  And shall not as by one that has sinned be the gift?”  Think of what has come in by Christ.  

It goes on to the fact that “death reigned by the one, much rather shall those who receive the abundance of grace, and of the free gift of righteousness, reign in life”.  The believer is to reign in life; that is a wonderful matter.  Our contact is with Christ where He is through the power of the Spirit, and we are reigning in life.  What does that mean?  It means that we are not overcome by circumstances, we do not get into things that would be better not touched, even, you might say, right things.  We have to work, but work is not reigning over me.  Families are right in their place, of course they have their place, but that is not what is reigning.  I am reigning in life and I am to be in control of my circumstances no matter what they might be.  It goes on to say “towards all men for justification of life”.  That means I am what I say I am.  If I say I am a believer, I am to act as if I am a believer in my life, and my conduct justifies me. The believer’s life is a testimony to what he is.

The Lord is rejected, He has been cast out, but He is coming again.  Am I at home in this world or is it a wilderness to me?  Romans goes on to say that “we also should walk in newness of life”, Rom.6:4.  That is our pathway in the wilderness.  Christ is rejected, we cannot be at home in this world, but I am to be reigning in life, and seeking to be walking in life, walking in newness of life.  There is justification of life, but most importantly “we shall be saved in the power of his life”.

May we be encouraged for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen

6 September 2016

B.W. Lovie




Scripture references

Romans 5:8-18 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us. [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath. [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life. [11] And not only [that], but [we are] making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we have received the reconciliation. [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: [13] (for until law sin was in [the] world; but sin is not put to account when there is no law; [14] but death reigned from Adam until Moses, even upon those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam's transgression, who is [the] figure of him to come. [15] But [shall] not the act of favour [be] as the offence? For if by the offence of one the many have died, much rather has the grace of God, and the free gift in grace, which [is] by the one man Jesus Christ, abounded unto the many. [16] And [shall] not as by one that has sinned [be] the gift? For the judgment [was] of one to condemnation, but the act of favour, of many offences unto justification. [17] For if by the offence of the one death reigned by the one, much rather shall those who receive the abundance of grace, and of the free gift of righteousness, reign in life by the one Jesus Christ:) [18] so then as [it was] by one offence towards all men to condemnation, so by one righteousness towards all men for justification of life.

Romans 8:39 (JND) [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:50 (JND) [50] And he said to the woman, Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.

Romans 8:39 (JND) [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.



EXTRACT – GOD’S PRINCIPLE OF UNITY


And now, as to the principle in general: God is working in the midst of evil to produce a unity of which He is the centre and the spring, and which owns dependently His authority. … How can it be then this union?  He separates the called from the evil.  "Wherefore come out from the midst of them and be separated, and I will receive you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord”, 2 Cor.6:17.  Now here we have it distinctly set forth.  This was God's way of gathering.  It was by saying, Come out from among them.  He could not have gathered true unity around Him otherwise.  Since evil exists -- yea, is our natural condition -- there cannot be union of which the Holy God is the centre and power but by separation from it.  Separation is the first element of unity and union. 

Now there can be no moral power which can unite, away from evil, but Christ. … He alone can, of God, be the attractive centre which draws together to Himself all on whom God so acts. … Thus Christ becomes, not only the centre of unity to the universe in His glorious title of power, but … He becomes a peculiar and special centre of divine affections in man, round which they are gathered as the sole divine centre of unity. … But here again, we find this separation of a peculiar people; He “gave himself for us that he might ... purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.", Titus 2:14.  He was the very pattern of the divine life in man, separate from the evil, by which it was universally surrounded; He was the friend of publicans and sinners, piping in grace to men by familiar and tender love; but He was ever the separate man.  And so He is as the centre of the church and High-Priest: "For such a high-priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners", Heb.7:26. 

Separation from evil is the necessary first principle of communion with [God]. … So with one another.  If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship one with another (1 John 1:7).  And mark, here there is no limit.  It is as God is in the light. … Of this unity and fellowship, I may add, the Lord's supper is the symbol and expression.  For we, being many, are all one loaf, for we are all partakers of that one loaf. … the duty of the saint as to [evil] is plain on the first principles of Christianity, though doubtless his faith may be exercised by it. "Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity", 2 Tim.2:19.

Thus, then, the word of God affords us the true nature, object, and power of unity; and, in so doing, it gives us the measure of it, by which we judge of what pretends to it, and the manner of it; and, moreover, the means of maintaining its fundamental principles according to the nature and power of God by the Holy Spirit in the conscience where it may not be realised together in power.  Its nature flows from God's; for of true unity He must be the centre, and He is holy; and He brings us into it by separating us from evil.  Its object is Christ; He is the sole centre of the church's unity, objectively as its Head.  Its power is the presence of the Holy Spirit down here, sent as the Spirit of truth withal from the Father by Jesus.  Its measure is walking in the light, as God is in the light; fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus, and, we may add, through the testimony of the written word – the apostolic and prophetic word of the New Testament especially.  The path of the saints thus becomes clear.  God will secure by eternal power the vindication, not here perhaps, but before His angels, of them who have rightly owned His nature and truth in Christ Jesus.

I believe these fundamental principles are deeply needed in this day, for the saint who seeks to walk truly and thoroughly with God.  Latitudinarian unity it may be painful and trying to keep aloof from; it has an amiable form in general, is in a measure respectable in the religious world, tries nobody's conscience, and allows of everybody's will.  It is the more difficult to be decided about, because it is often connected with a true desire of good, and is associated with amiable nature.  And it seems rigid, and narrow, and sectarianism to decline so to walk.  But the saint, when he has the light of God, must walk clearly in that.  God will vindicate His ways in due time.  Love to every saint is a clear duty; walking in their ways is not.  And he that gathers not with Christ scatters.  There can be but one unity; confederacy, even for good, is not it, even if it have its form.

From ‘Separation from Evil, God’s Principle of Unity’

J.N. Darby Collected Writings vol.1 pp.357-365
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Scripture references

2 Corinthians 6:17 (JND) [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you;

Titus 2:14 (JND) [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.



Notes


	[←1]
	 F.E. Raven Vol.2 p.347




J. Taylor Vol.8 p.317 and Letters Vol.1 p.122

	[←2]
	



See also F.E. Raven Vol.19 pp.43 and 309

	[←3]
	


OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		HOW GOD VIEWS US


		“YE HAVE COME TO … JESUS”


		THE RELIABILITY OF THE LORD JESUS


		SAVED IN THE POWER OF HIS LIFE


		EXTRACT – GOD’S PRINCIPLE OF UNITY


		Notes


		J. Taylor Vol.8 p.317 and Letters Vol.1 p.122


		See also F.E. Raven Vol.19 pp.43 and 309







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No. 534 May 2017

HOW GOD VIEWS US

N.C. McKay p.1

“YE HAVE COME TO ... JESUS”

R. Taylor p.7

THE RELIABILITY OF THE LORD JESUS

G.J. Gaskin p.13

SAVED IN THE POWER OF HIS LIFE

B.W. Lovie p.15
GOD’S PRINCIPLE OF UNITY

EXTRACT p.21

Quotations from the Holy Scriptures in this publication are
usually taken from the Darby Translation





