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“A RIGHT WAY”


Psalm 146:5;  Ezra 8:21;  1 Timothy 4:7,8; James 1:5-8

One of the things that came into our reading here on Thursday evening was ‘what is profitable’.  The Lord spoke of how profitable it is for us if He goes away to take His place at the right hand of God, and if the Holy Spirit comes here (John 16:7).  I thought we would begin with this Psalm, and I want every one here to have a sense of going through this life with God as our help.  It would be a very sad thing to try to work our way through this scene without God’s help.  God in all His greatness and glory – which you could say is beyond our contemplation – has set a time when under His grace we will have bodies of glory, like the body of the Lord Jesus (Phil.3:21).  Then we will know even more of God’s greatness and glory, but at the present time God is interested in helping us in our practical everyday lives.  He loves to do it.  The writer of this psalm – we do not know who the writer was – says, “Blessed is he who hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in Jehovah his God”, and that really summarises what I have to say.  

The scripture which really arrested me was this verse in Ezra.  I trust you find it attractive; I find it lovely.  We would need to read a lot of scripture to explain the background to what is presented here, so I will try to describe it briefly.  Through the work of the enemy, breakdown had come in and Jerusalem was in ruins; the temple at Jerusalem had been destroyed.  You might ask, ‘What was left here under God’s hand?’.  Then we find at the beginning of this book that God had put it in the mind of a gentile king, Cyrus, to allow the rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem.  It was a remarkable thing, but God is able for that.  God is able, and all things here are under His control.  God illustrated here the might that He had, and He put it into the heart of that king to ask these men to go and rebuild the temple; and there were those available who did it.  In those days the temple was rebuilt; there was opposition and there was conflict, but the temple was rebuilt.  Then later this man, Ezra the scribe, gathers more of the people together and, with the articles that were for the service of God in the temple which had been preserved under God’s hand and were given to these men, Ezra was about to make a journey with a lot of people and much wealth across the desert to the place where the temple was.  

Well, under the orders of the king (Artaxerxes was now on the throne) surely their pathway was obvious.  They had the king’s protection; but Ezra wanted God’s protection.  It says here, “And I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance”.  I want to speak about the “right way”.  The right way by God’s intervention was not to be under the protection of that king.  Ezra had spoken about the way in which God would preserve them; he could not then go back and ask for the king’s protection; but he asks, through exercise which we may speak of briefly, that God would show them the right way.  Dear brethren, I want to emphasise that whatever your circumstances, whatever the exigencies of your life, there is always a right way forward.  It may be that where you are is not in the right way.  All of us know what it is to pursue a way that seemed good to us but which – it increasingly becomes apparent – is not the right way.  That is an exercise that all of us will know something about.  Even in seeking to pursue what is right, you may find yourself in the wrong place.  But I believe it is true to say that there is always a right way forward.  

There are other references in Scripture to a ‘right way’.  The servant who goes at Abraham’s request to find a wife for Abraham’s son says: “I blessed Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has led me the right way”, Gen.24:48.  He gives thanks to God who has led him the right way.  There is another reference in Samuel: he speaks of the wickedness that the people had done, in other words they had not followed in the right way, and he says, “For Jehovah will not cast away his people for his great name's sake … Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against Jehovah in ceasing to pray for you; and I will teach you the good and right way”, 1 Sam.12:22,23.  Samuel goes on to say, “Only, fear Jehovah, and serve him in truth, with all your heart; for see how great things he has done for you” (v.24).  Ezra and those with him were able to make the journey, which was dangerous, without difficulty.  

Notice it says that they had first of all proclaimed a fast.  That means that they did not eat.  You will find many references in scripture to a fast.  I speak carefully, but I do not think at the present time that God would lead us to stop eating, literally; but a fast speaks of denying yourself something that is not wrong, and you give an opportunity to God to speak to you, having put off natural things.  It may be that you put off an opportunity to do something that is perfectly in order, not unrighteous; but you choose not to do it and you spend time with God.  There was exercise involved in this and Ezra declares this fast – “that we might humble ourselves”.  This man could have been very elated at what God had done through king Cyrus, and what had been done in completing the work of the temple, but he was leading these souls in order that there should be worship towards God in a suitable way, and he humbled himself.  Ezra and those with him recognised the need to be in humility before a God who had all things in His control, and that is what we need to do.  We need to recognise in our lives that we are to be in humility before God, as those that seek of Him, that ask Him.  

It does not tell us how long Ezra waited in Ahava, but it is clear that they would have waited until they had God’s way, God’s message to them – “to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance”.  Nothing is to be lost.  I find it very attractive that here is a man who sought to trust, as the Psalm speaks, in the God of Jacob.  His trust was that God would see them all through, and despite the conflict and all that had taken place, despite the disasters that had overtaken Jerusalem – and the walls of Jerusalem had not yet been rebuilt – they sought a “right way” for themselves and their little ones.  I encourage all of us: let us take account of what they did here.  They waited in humility and not without sacrifice, as the “fast” could perhaps be rendered here, in order to seek a “right way”.  

I read the passage in Timothy because I think it helps us to understand what the “right way” is.  It speaks here of piety.  In the Authorised Version of the Bible, the word used is “godliness”.  Piety speaks exactly of what Ezra did; he sought to bring God into his circumstances, and only to move forward under God’s instruction.  Piety is well known and well spoken about, but do I really know it?  Do I really practice it?  Can I say that my life is led in piety?  I want to speak briefly about the different references to piety in this epistle.  The first reference is in chapter 2, where Paul the apostle exhorts “that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men; for kings and all that are in dignity” (vv.1,2), and we do that.  In the prayer meeting we pray for those in authority, and that we may be granted a way through.  Paul goes on to speak of praying so “that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity” (v.2).  Now, we may pray that we will be given a quiet life, that we may be able to carry on, but the exhortation to pray for the authorities is specifically so that we may be able to live a life in all piety – a life into which God has been brought.  How important it is to bring God into our lives, into our practical circumstances.  There is no circumstance in which it would not be wisdom to bring God into our lives, and Paul refers to “a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity”.  It speaks to me of a sober pathway, not an unhappy pathway; not exactly a difficult pathway, although difficulties may well enter in; but there is not a difficulty that God allows that cannot be overcome with the help that comes from Himself.  He readily provides that help.  There is no promise from God that the believer’s life will be made easy, but while He may not make our life easy, He will certainly not make it difficult.  We cannot think of God making our lives difficult; we would never do that.  But if we ask Him to help us in the circumstances in which we find ourselves, we will find in Him support and strength to go on.  It means speaking to God about our circumstances here.  We have spoken earlier about the way in which the Lord Jesus helps us spiritually, and clearly if we are to be found here in answer to the Lord Jesus, we must be found in the way that is acceptable to God.  But what we are referring to now is speaking to our heavenly Father about our practical walk and lives here, our lives in the world in which God has left us.  

Later it says, “And confessedly the mystery of piety is great” (chap.3:16).  We know that mysteries in scripture are not things that have no solution, or no answer.  They are not things that we cannot understand, but they are things that need a key to be understood.  The Person of whom this scripture speaks is the Lord Jesus.  It speaks of how the Lord Jesus, in every step of His way, was dependent on God.  I find it a most remarkable thing, and a most attractive thing, that One who was and is God, God manifest in flesh, came into this scene as a Man; and we find Him in His pathway here demonstrating to us piety in a supreme way.  Of an evening, or during the day, He was found praying to His Father as to what He should be doing, that He should fulfil His Father’s will.  You might say, He knew His Father’s will.  Yes, He did, but He was dependent on God for every step of the way.  He is the supreme example of dependence.  It tells us here that “the mystery of piety is great.  God has been manifested in flesh”.  That is the Lord Jesus.  Then it says, “has been justified in the Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among the nations, has been believed on in the world, has been received up in glory”.  What an example to us.  These things speak of the greatness of Christ and all that has been established through Him.

In the verses I read, I did not want to speak about what is profane and so forth, but rather, “exercise thyself unto piety”.  It may seem unusual language, but it is something for us to think about.  We know what exercise is physically; and we should be before God about this subject of piety and about our lives in relation to it.  The apostle writes, “exercise thyself unto piety; for bodily exercise is profitable for a little, but piety is profitable for everything”.  This is notable – scripture says that there is one thing that is profitable for everything, and surely we would take account of that.  There are many things that we are exhorted to do that may be profitable in their own way, and indeed vital; but bringing God into our circumstances and calling upon Him and seeking His help are profitable in every single circumstance of life.  You understand why I link it with the “right way”, because it will always be profitable to bring God in.  I dare say that most here, if not all, will know what it is to do something that we may not want to speak to God about.  Clearly those things that we find it difficult to speak to God about, are best left not done.  But we should be found here in that quiet and tranquil life to which Paul refers in writing to Timothy, and able to bring God into everything that we do.  

I would like to speak practically.  Young people might wonder what this means; they may say, ‘Does this really work?’  I would say simply, if you ask God for help in what to do, I can guarantee to you, it works.  I say this from a small measure of experience.  God is able to open doors which you cannot, and is able to close doors when that is beneficial for you, and indeed for His own glory.  He is able to open a way forward for you, which is the “right way”.  He can do it; and He loves to do it; and you need to speak to Him about it.  In experiences in my life, when I do not quite know what to do and how to move forward, when things are a great worry to me, and I speak to God about them, I find that the things that worried me, are gone.  I remember having to speak to a senior manager at work about an association that I could not join because of my links with the Lord Jesus, and I feared having to go to speak to that man; I did not know him.  I prayed about it, and when I went into his office, there was a Bible on his desk.  You can imagine that it made my difficult task quite easy.  I give that as a very simple illustration of bringing God into our circumstances, speaking to God about them, and there was a right way, and on that occasion I found it and I was very thankful for it.  

You will find as you go through life that there are difficulties at school, and tests which you may not know how to get through; and pressure at work and all sorts of things that enter into our lives.  I just want to assure us all, and encourage us all, that there is a “right way”, and that way involves speaking to God, and putting the Lord’s things first, and being dependent upon Him.  God is able to open doors which none of us can, and He is able to provide for us in a way that demonstrates that all is under His power and control.  These practical things are very simple in one sense, and yet this extends to everything.  There is no circumstance in which it is not profitable for us to speak to God about it and to seek the way that God would have us take.  It is a very encouraging thing.  

The last reference to piety in this epistle is, “piety with contentment is great gain” (chap.6:6).  To give an illustration: we may find that the work provided for us, to earn our living, is not quite what we wanted, not what we expected.  But if we have spoken to God about it, and God has provided something, He has shown us the way and we can be restful about it.  The scripture says, “with contentment” – we are to be content with what God provides for us, and we will find there is “great gain”.  Who is that gain for?  The gain is for you, and also for God.  As He provides for us and helps us through, we find that there is an answer for Himself, which comes from our lives.  The gain I think is for all, and we can be restful in it.  While I speak very feebly, I wish to emphasise the simplicity of these things.  When we speak to God and bring Him into our circumstances, and desire to find that “right way” and are prepared to wait for Him, God provides the answer.  There is a reference in one of Mr. Darby’s footnotes in his translation to ‘a way of truth’, Gen.24:48.  We are to pursue the way of truth as set out for us in God’s word, and there is great gain for all of us in that.  

I close with the reference in James.  He refers to a request for wisdom, but I believe what James says applies to all of our requests to God.  When we ask God for something, if we ask Him to show us the way, we are not to make up our mind that there are two or three ways in which we can do this, and then we ask God and wait to see which of the two or three ways He is going to indicate.  We need to ask God and then to wait and to trust Him.  We will find that the way in which God would have us move is the way that He will open up for us, which is the right way, and not doubt Him.  That is easy to say, but not always easy to do; but God will give us help in that, and the Holy Spirit will help us to understand.  We spoke earlier about the voice of the Lord Jesus, and the way in which divine speaking to us is recognisable; and so we speak to God and trust Him that the way that He will open up is the way that is profitable.  We will find that it is the right way. 

 I leave these things with the brethren.  As I say, they are very simple; but I have been impressed by the way in which what is profitable is found in piety, and the simplicity of Ezra’s request, that God would show them “a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance”.  God loves to do that.  Let us prove it, let us not doubt Him.  Let us ask Him to show us a right way, whether it relates to our work, or something in older age, or something very simple when you are at school when you may need help with people who are being difficult to you, or with examinations, whatever the things are.  It is not that God will immediately put you at the top of the class: no, you have to work for it.  But if you want help in something, speak to God about it; if you are facing an exam, speak to God about it; if you are facing something difficult at work, speak to God about it.  If you do not, God will be disappointed – I trust you understand I am not being irreverent in saying that, but think of what we have been saying as to God’s willingness to enter into your life and help you.  There is no need for you to try to work it out on your own, although every one of us in this room has done that over and over again.  I trust that every one has also proved what it is like to stop for a moment, and speak to God, and He will open up a way.  There is always a right way forward.  Do not be hasty to take a way that may appear right.  Make sure you speak to God first and seek His mind, and He will bless you.

May God bless us all in the simple practice of what He has spoken to us about. 

Address at Castellammare, Italy

24 May 2025

Alan Croot

 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 146:5 (JND) [5] Blessed is he who hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in Jehovah his God,

Ezra 8:21 (JND) [21] And I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance.

1 Timothy 4:7-8 (JND) [7] But profane and old wives' fables avoid, but exercise thyself unto piety; [8] for bodily exercise is profitable for a little, but piety is profitable for everything, having promise of life, of the present one, and of that to come.

James 1:5-8 (JND) [5] But if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him: [6] but let him ask in faith, nothing doubting. For he that doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by the wind and tossed about; [7] for let not that man think that he shall receive anything from the Lord; [8] [he is] a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

James 1:5-8 (JND) [5] But if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him: [6] but let him ask in faith, nothing doubting. For he that doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by the wind and tossed about; [7] for let not that man think that he shall receive anything from the Lord; [8] [he is] a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

John 16:7 (JND) [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Genesis 24:48 (JND) [48] And I stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah; and I blessed Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has led me the right way to take my master's brother's daughter for his son.

1 Samuel 12:22-23 (JND) [22] For Jehovah will not cast away his people for his great name's sake; because it has pleased Jehovah to make you his people. [23] Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against Jehovah in ceasing to pray for you; and I will teach you the good and right way.

1 Samuel 12:22-23 (JND) [22] For Jehovah will not cast away his people for his great name's sake; because it has pleased Jehovah to make you his people. [23] Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against Jehovah in ceasing to pray for you; and I will teach you the good and right way.

Genesis 24:48 (JND) [48] And I stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah; and I blessed Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has led me the right way to take my master's brother's daughter for his son.



THE WALK AND THE PATH


Psalm 23:1-4 (to “with me”);  Proverbs 4:18

It may seem a wonder to some who are gathered here today how a person can “walk through the valley of the shadow of death”, yet they “fear no evil” and their path is “going on and brightening until the day be fully come”.  Such was the path of our dear brother, who has been taken to be with the Lord.  

He very well knew that he was walking in the valley of the shadow of death.  From personal contact, I and many others here can verify that he feared no evil.  He was comforted in the enjoyment of a precious link with his Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.  I can also say that in the latter years of our brother’s life it was very evident that his path was going on and brightening in view of the day being fully come.

What was the secret?  It lies in the enjoyment of a personal link with Jesus.  I am a little older than our brother was, and I too am conscious that I am walking in the valley of the shadow of death.  But I have a link with that same precious Saviour, and death holds for me no fear.  It may be that some here are fearing death, and what lies after it.  That is clearly outlined in scripture for the sinner who has no link with Jesus: it says, “And forasmuch as it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment”, Heb.9:27.  That is a solemn thing.  But dear friend, I would like to say to you and all present that there is opportunity now for blessing by trusting in the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He came here as a blessed Man to accomplish redemption, through meeting every requirement of God’s holy will and by shedding His precious blood so that our sins might be washed away as trusting in Him.  He went into death and vanquished its power.  

It was said in prayer at the beginning that for our brother who has departed to be with Christ, there is no longer a mix of sorrow and joy, but he is in a place where there is only joy.  How true that is.  There is no shadow of death in the resurrection sphere, the heavenly realm, because Christ has vanquished the power of death.  “Many waters cannot quench love, Neither do the floods drown it”, Song of Songs 8:7.  Such is the preciousness and stability and permanence of the wonderful love of Jesus.  

Our brother who has been taken found much joy in singing, for as long as he was able.  He sang hymns with personal joy and in adoration of the Saviour whom he loved.  Some of us had the joy of singing with him a very little time before he was taken to be with the Lord.  One of the verses he enjoyed says,

‘With a perfect love He loves us,

  Nought its ceaseless flow can stay;

For His pleasure He has bought us,

   He Himself is ours for aye.’      (Hymn 111)

What a wonderful thing to have a link with the Saviour whose precious love can never be interrupted.  Its permanency and abiding joy will be ours forever.  We will trust in Him.  May it be your happy portion too, if you have not already trusted in Him.  I have said that I am a little older than our brother, but I might ask this question: ’When does someone commence to walk in the valley of the shadow of death?’  You may be a young person; you may have good health, and what I am saying may not seem very meaningful to you, but the truth is that death lies upon this whole scene.  There is not a soul here who can truthfully say ‘Death has nothing to do with me’.  Every one has to face death and what it may involve.  But oh, how precious to have a link with the Saviour who has vanquished its power, and who has risen victorious from among the dead!  How triumphant is our blessed Saviour whom we await, who is coming for us.  

Our brother, whose body lies here but whose spirit has departed to be with Christ, is awaiting His shout, as are all of us who are living and remain and who have trusted in the Lord (see 1 Thess.4:14-17).  We shall hear that voice: there is no doubt that voice will in its rousing power call those who love the Lord, whether amongst the dead or the living, so that we “shall be always with the Lord”.  What a very precious thing!  

It is also true to say (and I trust this is true of us all) that our brother’s pathway was “going on and brightening until the day be fully come”.  What is the day that is referred to?  From one point of view it is the day of death, because our pathways cease at that point.  But I suggest that it is rather connected with what the apostle Paul says: “For for me to live is Christ, and to die gain”, Phil.1:21.  He desired to depart so that he might be with Christ; he says, “for it is very much better” (v.23).  Being with Christ is “very much better”.  

That day of going to be with Christ is the fulfilment of the believer’s hope.  The Lord will gather His own together.  We shall be united, the dead in Christ with the living, so that we should be always with the Lord.  The culmination of our hope is the goal which the apostle Paul pursued: “the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”, Phil.3:14.  May we be preserved in such a pathway that goes on and brightens.  May it be the portion of all of us, and may we be encouraged.  Do you feel as if you are flagging a little in the Christian way?  Have you turned aside a little from days of earlier brightness?  May the Lord awaken your heart today, especially in the circumstances that are before us, so that all of us may be “going on and brightening until the day be fully come”.

It must be so that the pathway of the Christian brightens, because the closer we come to the presence of Christ the closer is the radiance of the light that will flood the universe for the pleasure of God.  May it flood all our hearts today and encourage us so that we may tread in the steps of faith in the path that is “going on and brightening until the day be fully come”.  We pray, too, that it might be for the comfort of those who sorrow: we think of our sister and others of the family who feel the sorrow and the loss.  But this is not the end – our brother has not departed into some vague unknown: he has gone to be with Jesus, with the One who has vanquished death’s power and who is the Object of our hearts’ affections.  The Lord Jesus Christ will fill that universe as He will fill our hearts – with joy for ever.

May it be the present joy of our hearts to tread the pathway in the brightness of faith and to go on and brighten until the moment comes.

John Laurie

 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 23:1-4 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Proverbs 4:18 (JND) [18] But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come.

Hebrews 9:27 (JND) [27] And forasmuch as it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment;

Song of Solomon 8:7 (JND) [7] Many waters cannot quench love, Neither do the floods drown it: Even if a man gave all the substance of his house for love, It would utterly be contemned.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 (JND) [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

Philippians 3:14 (JND) [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.



WITH ME, WITH THE LORD, AND WITH CHRIST


Luke 23:40-43;  2 Corinthians 5:6-8;  Philippians 1:23

The scripture in Corinthians speaks of being “present in the body”.  That is ourselves, here, this afternoon.  We are “present in the body” and “absent from the Lord”.  For our dear brother whom the Lord has taken to Himself, we have to say that he is absent from the body.  But this scripture gives us the assurance that he is “with the Lord”.  

These three passages are well known, and the truth of them is well known to most here.  I speak of them again now for our comfort and encouragement so that we ourselves might become committed in the same way that our brother was to the One whom he came to know in his life here as his Saviour and his Lord.  Our brother who has just spoken has fully gone over that vital matter.  There is a common expression that someone ‘has died and gone to heaven’.  But when you read the words of Scripture, how specific and comforting they are.  We have “with me” in Luke, that is, with Jesus.  Then “with the Lord” where we read in Corinthians, in the context of the vessel, the human body, referred to as “our earthly tabernacle house” (v.1), coming into dissolution.  Then the apostle Paul speaks of “with Christ … is very much better” in Philippians.  

I want to speak about these three references to the same Person – because the One who is Jesus, the Lord, Christ, is the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is how our brother came to know Him, as have many who are in this room.  We desire today that you too, if you have not done so already, might come to acknowledge this glorious Person as the Lord Jesus Christ.  These words “with me”: what a comfort they must have been to this dying thief.  The Lord says, “with me in paradise”; it is with a Person.  That should lay hold of us, that our brother whose body we will bury is in the company of a Person, a Person who loved him and who went to the cross and suffered and died for him.  Our brother knew that.  

Dear hearer, have you accepted, as this poor malefactor in Luke 23 did, that the Man hanging on the cross beside him, who had done nothing amiss, a perfect holy Man, was suffering and dying for you?  The malefactor put his trust in Him – he said, “when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  He put all his trust and hope and faith in that One.  Our brother who has spoken to us said that he has put his faith in Christ.  I have done so too, and many here have done that.  Therefore, our great desire for you is that while present in the body, you will come to know the love and grace of that glorious Saviour.

When we last visited our dear brother, he spoke in this way about the Lord.  He could not say much, but he said, ‘I have a glorious Saviour’.  Who is that Saviour?  Jesus, it is Jesus, the One who was here as the vessel of grace, who came to make the heart of God known.  He presents Himself in this gospel of Luke as the Shepherd going after the sheep, and as the good Samaritan pouring in oil and wine to the wounded man.  But ultimately He is the One who would give His life a sacrifice so that salvation might come to us.

Jesus is our Saviour, and our brother who has died now enjoys the company of that One who saved him and, therefore, all the blessedness of the love of Jesus is his portion.  But it was also his portion while he was present in the body, and I encourage everyone here today that the love of Jesus can be your portion too.  When you put your faith in Jesus you will know the blessedness of the knowledge of the Person who has loved you enough to die for you.  Our brother is no longer in the body, but he is with the Lord, the One who has supreme rights in the universe.  Our brother is with Him of whom it is said that “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow … and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory”, Phil.2:10,11. 

Christ went into the realm of death.  I said that He suffered and died, and He did.  In doing so, He broke the power of death; He came out of it.  He is the great Conqueror, dear hearer.  That is Jesus, the Lord, the Conqueror.  Psalm 24 speaks about the gates being lifted up, and who is it that is coming in? “Jehovah of hosts” (v.10), "mighty in battle” (v.8).  That is the Lord, and the Saviour whom our brother came to know, the One who protected him and kept him in his pathway here.  The Lord does that for all His own, which is another wonderful thing about that title “the Lord”.  It means that He has lordship over me and over all those who believe in Him.  We come into divine ownership.  Have you ever thought of that?  A believer who puts their faith and trust in Jesus comes into the divine ownership and they know what it is to own Jesus as Lord.  They understand that the One in whom they have put their trust is also the One to whom God has committed everything, and who will ultimately exercise supreme rule and authority in the universe.

He is also “the Christ”.  What does that convey?  Scripture tells us that we are “blessed … with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Eph.1:3.  Our brother came to know the Lord Jesus Christ as the One in whom and through whom every blessing came to him.  Why is that?  Because “the Christ” is God’s anointed Man, the Man that God has accepted, having accomplished everything for the will and pleasure of God, and who has brought into effect everything that God looked for in man.  What a glorious Person!  He is the Christ.  Our brother knew Him in that way, and that brought out worship in his heart.  We can truly say that about our dear brother: in the service of God, worshipping divine Persons, his heart was full.  He loved to sing hymns full of praise to Christ, and he enjoyed the fact that in Him he was accepted before God.  Not only did our dear brother know that all his blessing was through Christ and in Christ, but he is now with Christ.  And the apostle, in the depth of his knowledge of the truth and of divine Persons, his knowledge of the Lord Jesus, says it is “very much better” to be with Him.  

I should say one other thing, and that is that the Holy Spirit that our dear brother was endowed with, that gift that he received from God the Father, was the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of that Man, the Spirit of the glorified Man.  The opportunity is yours today to come into the gain of the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Well, I say these words for our comfort.  Our brother is not in a place exactly, but his spirit is with Jesus, as has been said.  The spirit of our brother has been received there, it is in the domain of power and no longer in weakness.  Our brother’s body was here in weakness, but his spirit now is in the domain of power, with his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

 

Walter Patterson

 

 


Scripture references

Luke 23:40-43 (JND) [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 (JND) [6] Therefore [we are] always confident, and know that while present in the body we are absent from the Lord, [7] (for we walk by faith, not by sight;) [8] we are confident, I say, and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

Philippians 2:10-11 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Psalms 24 (JND) [1] {Of David. A Psalm.} The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. [2] For it was he that founded it upon seas, and established it upon floods. [3] Who shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah? and who shall stand in his holy place? …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;



GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY


Ecclesiastes 3:1,2 (to “die”);  2 Corinthians 6:9;  1 Samuel 22:23 (from “for with me”)

I would like to encourage our hearts with these three verses.  Ecclesiastes speaks of “A time to be born, and a time to die”.  These are two events which man has no control over.  “A time to be born, and a time to die” are God’s sovereign operations.  God’s sovereign mercy has brought us into this world and in due time He will take us out of this world.  

Our brother has spoken about age.  God’s sovereignty includes every man, woman, boy and girl.  He is able to give and He is able to take away.  God has given us the breath we breathe; He alone is able to bring in life.  What a wonderful God we have to do with.  Here we have “A time to be born, and a time to die”.  The “time to be born” is generally associated with joy.  We have heard about joy in the life of our brother whom the Lord has called home.  “A time to die” is associated with sorrow.  Joys and sorrows both come into our pathways here – there is much sorrow and there is much joy.  Our brother’s time is now complete and his pathway has been filled out.  We have read about seasons – “To everything there is a season”, and these seasons would include joy and sorrow.  

We have “A time to be born, and a time to die”, but what about the time in between?  How is your life being worked out – this time of life now, in which we all are?   Our brother’s life was formed in relation to God.  God takes account of the life of each of us.  Our lives are to be worked out here in Christ, and what is formed after Him will go through into the eternal day.  Do we accept these things?    Our brother accepted that the Lord was going to take him home.  Death is not the end.  The believer in the Lord Jesus knows that these things go on; our spirits go on.  

We read in Corinthians, “as unknown, and well known”.  We live in a world where our Lord Jesus was cast out; He was rejected, and it is still the same in this scene.  There is much going on in this world which is not according to God: we see it all around.  But what does it mean to be “unknown”?  I suggest it refers to things which are unknown in the world, but are in the believer’s heart, experience being worked out and taken account of, “well known” to heaven.  In the life of our brother, experience has been worked out with God, and He has taken account of that and been well pleased.  

There are persons in scripture who were unknown – persons who are mentioned but with no reference to their names.  There is the man carrying the pitcher of water, and secret disciples.  Such persons go on, not making much of themselves; persons who will not be written about in the history books of men, but simply going on unknown, serving the Lord in a lowly, humble way.  That is what God would recognise in the lives of one and another – those who simply carry out a service, who promote the name of our Lord Jesus.  What a matter that is.  Such service is well known to heaven and would be approved of and recognised in heaven.  

We can read the verse in the first book of Samuel as referring to the Lord Jesus.  David was a king, a future king, and at the time this was written he was rejected, and he is a type of the Lord Jesus in Scripture.  David says, “with me thou art in safe keeping”.  That is the wonderful hope of the believer.  We are in an area of safety, where the believer has victory over the world.  There are many influences at work in this world, but what a matter it is to draw near to the Lord Jesus in our present circumstances: “for with me thou art in safe keeping”.  What a great matter for the believer to have this hope.  

As I have said, for some, death appears to be a matter of finality (although of course it is not) but the believer has this wonderful, living hope.  Our brother’s pathway in the body is now finished, but his spirit is now with Christ, and will never die or fail, and so we have this wonderful hope.  The Lord says, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matt. 28:20, and the Lord says of the Spirit, “that he may be with you for ever”, John 14:16.  What matters these are!  The Lord also says, “Fear not”, Luke12:32.  For the believer, there is nothing to fear in this world because we have this wonderful confidence: “with me thou art in safe keeping”.

I would like to encourage each of us by contemplating these scriptures I have read.  May we be encouraged, and may the Lord bless the word.

 

Derek Walker

Words at a burial meeting, Brechin

11 June 2025

 

 

 


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 (JND) [1] To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heavens: [2] A time to be born, and a time to die; A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

2 Corinthians 6:9 (JND) [9] as unknown, and well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as disciplined, and not put to death;

2 Corinthians 6:9 (JND) [9] as unknown, and well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as disciplined, and not put to death;

1 Samuel 22:23 (JND) [23] Abide with me, fear not; for he that seeks my life seeks thy life; for with me thou art in safe keeping.

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

Luke 12:32 (JND) [32] Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom.



THE DAY OF THE SPIRIT, OF THE LORD, OF CHRIST AND OF GOD


John 14:15-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-8; Philippians 1:6,9-11; 2 Peter 3:9-14

I would like to speak about the day of the Spirit, the day of the Lord, the day of Christ, and the day of God.  John’s gospel speaks of the day of the Spirit; 1 Thessalonians speaks of the day of the Lord; Philippians speaks of the day of Christ; and 2 Peter speaks of the day of God.  Paul writes to the Thessalonians, “concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that ye should be written to”; in other words, the brethren in Thessalonica did not need to be written to by the apostle because they already knew times and seasons.  Believers in the Lord Jesus understand, or should understand, how God is going to dispose of times, how He is going to accomplish everything in time, until the day of God when time will be finished. 

Men in the world have their own times, their days and weeks and festivals and seasons and political events; but God Himself works to His own timing, His own calendar.  We often say that God works by way of dispensations, periods which are characterised by the knowledge of God which is peculiar to each dispensation.  For example, in a previous dispensation, Israel knew God as Jehovah; but we live in a far greater dispensation when God has been made known in the Person of Jesus Christ.  The present period is the most privileged of all the times on this earth.  I understand that the present dispensation is even greater than the time when the Lord Jesus was here on the earth, which is spoken of in scripture as “the days of his flesh”, Heb.5:7.  How precious those days were, when God Himself was here in manhood; surely every believer in the Lord Jesus would love to have been here and to have actually seen Him here in flesh, to have spoken to Him.

 But in John 14, the Lord Jesus is speaking to His own, the disciples, and telling them of what will happen when He ascends to heaven: He is giving them instructions for His absence.  He says that when He goes, “I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, the Spirit of truth”.  He says here, “but ye know him” – that is, they knew the Holy Spirit because He was there in Christ.  Then He adds, “for he abides with you, and shall be in you”: that is, the Holy Spirit will be in believers, for ever.  Now, the Lord Jesus was with His disciples for around three and a half years; so the Lord is saying to His disciples, as it were, ‘the Spirit will not just be with you for a short period, but will be with you for all eternity, for ever.  Not just for three and a half years, but He will never leave you and He will be with you for ever’.  He was comforting His disciples in view of His departure.  Then He says, “In that day”: that is the present day; it is now, the present period of time.  “In that day”, the present period, is characterised by the Holy Spirit being here in persons and the Lord Jesus being glorified.  These are most important things, and show why we are in the greatest dispensation there has been, because we have two Persons of the Godhead who have made themselves available to us for service.  

What the Lord says of this day is that “ye shall know that I am in my Father”.  The believer knows, because he has the Holy Spirit, that Christ is in a place of supreme blessing and love in the Father’s presence; and how the believer knows that is because he has the Holy Spirit – the Holy Spirit helps the believer to understand that the Lord Jesus is in glory with the Father.  And then, “and ye in me”; that is, that we are in His affections in the Father’s presence.  Then the Lord adds, “and I in you” – the Lord Jesus is in us, in our affections.  So that the characteristics of the present day are that there is a Man in heaven enjoying the Father’s love, enjoying divine affections, and we are held there by Him, we are in His affections where He is, and we have a place in the Father’s affections too.  We have in our hearts the love and affections that are there in the Father’s presence.  We love the Lord Jesus, and we love believers.  How different, therefore, is this dispensation from the dispensation previously, when Israel was given the law.  This dispensation is characterised by the knowledge of the love of the Lord Jesus for His own.  There has never been a dispensation so great, when there is a Man glorified in heaven in an area of love, and the Holy Spirit in believers down here, who are affected by the love of the Lord Jesus.  

There are many matters that relate to our responsible life, but our enjoyment of Christianity flows from our knowledge of the love of that Man.  We are not under law, but we are governed, or ordered, by the love of the Lord Jesus.  The only way we can be preserved in these things is by the Holy Spirit in us.  And that is why the Lord Jesus tells us of the place the Spirit has taken, and says, “In that day”, referring to the Spirit being here.  This day is peculiarly the day when the Spirit indwells men.  Believers are not characterised by trying to keep the law; but we are characterised by enjoying the love of the Lord Jesus.  It is important that we understand the times and seasons, and that the day we are in is so peculiarly blessed, and that we are to know and enjoy the love of the Lord Jesus.  

Now, this dispensation will finish and a new dispensation, a new time, will begin.  Where we read in Thessalonians speaks of the next period of time, which will begin after the saints are raptured.  The Thessalonians were young in the faith; they had only been converted a short time before, and were exercised about what would happen to believers who had died, when the Lord Jesus comes back to claim His own.  When the Lord Jesus comes to rapture His own, what would happen with those who had died; would they miss out?  At the end of chapter 4, the apostle explains that the Lord Jesus Himself is going to return to claim His own, and the dead in Christ – those of every dispensation who have died in faith from Adam up to the rapture – would be raised and caught up to be  with Christ; and those who have faith in God through Christ at the time of the rapture – “the living who remain” (v.17) – will be changed and taken to be with Him also. 

What will follow on the earth is what Scripture refers to as “great tribulation”, Matt.24:21, Rev.7:14.  In that period, in heaven, the marriage of the Lamb will take place (Rev.19:6-9), while on earth the world's evil will be allowed to reach its height until “the day of the Lord”, when the Lord will assert His rights to the earth and on the earth: He “judges and makes war in righteousness”, Rev.19:11.  There will be no judgment on believers – they will all be with Christ.  The apostle says that “the day of the Lord so comes as a thief by night”.  That is not the rapture, nor is it the day of display (which is the day of Jesus Christ).  At the rapture, the Lord will come victorious, and claim His own and take them from earth to heaven: He will come for them.  But when the day of the Lord comes, those on the earth say “Peace and safety, then sudden destruction comes upon them”.  The believer understands that everything in this world that is not according to God will be judged by the Lord; He will come in His might to judge the world.  We leave that judgement to Him; we do not judge the world now (although we are to have a moral judgment of it); we are not of the world, the saints are heavenly and spiritual.  Believers are of heaven and of the Spirit; we leave the world to be judged by Christ; but all His saints will be with Him as “the armies which are in the heaven” (Rev.19:14) when He returns to execute judgement on the earth at His appearing (see e.g. 2 Thess.2:8).  That is “the day of the Lord”.

Then, after the day of the Lord, we get the day of Christ, spoken of in Philippians.  The apostle here is thinking about the day of display when the Lord Jesus will come out in glory; He will come out with His saints – they will be suitable for that time.  In the day of the Lord, the saints will be with Him as the armies of heaven, but in the day of Christ the saints will be with Christ as “the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (Rev.21:9), and be seen by the earth, and the people on the earth will know them to be glorious and righteous persons.  The apostle says, “that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ’s day, being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness”.  Paul’s exercise was that when the saints are brought out in display, Christ should be glorified in these persons, and he desired that they should keep themselves pure in view of that day.  He will be seen in this glorious company, the assembly, and they will be recognised as righteous persons.  The saints are to be righteous now, but then they will be shown to the world to be righteous.  The world does not know now what believers are, but in the day of display, in Christ’s day, the world will see righteousness, holiness, love, all these things will be seen in the saints.  They will be seen to be “pure and without offence … being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness”.  It is important that the saints are righteous and pure and live in love.  The world does not recognise it, but they will see it in the day of Christ, they will recognise that the saints were righteous persons.  It will be a day of the most wonderful blessing for men, and that blessing will be disseminated throughout the world in the saints of the assembly; they will be with Christ in His headship and will show the world righteousness.  

Our last scripture speaks of “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God”.  The day of God is when time ceases to be, and God will be all in all (1 Cor.15:28).  We understand that the present period will end very soon when the saints will be raptured, and then the day of the Lord will subdue all lawlessness, and then in the day of Christ the Lord Jesus Christ will reign in glorious majesty for a thousand years.  At the end of that period of a thousand years, there will be a final rebellion, when Satan is loosed and will gather men against God.  The Lord will meet this summarily (see Rev.20:9; 1 Cor.15:24,25).  This also is called the “day of the Lord” where we read in 2 Peter 3, when at the end of that period of a thousand years, “the heavens will pass away with a rushing noise, and the elements, burning with heat, shall be dissolved, and the earth and the works in it shall be burnt up”.  The present heavens and earth will be done away with; the planets, the earth, and all the present system, the solar system, all of that will pass away and then will begin the day of God.  We will be in eternal conditions, time will cease to be, there will be always a continual present state of things: everything will be in a state of being present.  Time will cease to exist; everything will have been accomplished in Christ and by Him, and everything will have been accomplished to God’s absolute delight and pleasure.  We then will be in eternal joy and bliss with Christ, and will live in the enjoyment of all of the great blessings that we have been blessed with in Christ.  We see that our blessings are heavenly and spiritual, and we see that everything that happens here is to form us for the eternal day.  

As knowing the times and seasons, we look forward: it says, “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God”.  That is, we anticipate and we look forward to that blessed day, and it is to affect our lives here.  As we do so, we will not value things here as many in the world do, nor seek after wealth; we are looking for the day of God, we are looking for that blessed day when we will be for ever with Christ.  We are living now in the most blessed period that there has ever been – the Spirit’s day.  And we also have knowledge – knowledge that people in the world do not have – of what will take place in the coming times.  The saints know the day of the Spirit, this present day; the day of the Lord, the Lord coming in judgment; the day of Christ, when He will reign in blessed glory and greatness; and the day of God, being the eternal day.  We love these things; our own blessings and privileges are given to us in Christ.  If I can just say personally, I love this truth.  It sets me free from things on the earth and it gives me to understand the most wonderful matters that God had in mind before time was.  God has given believers the secret of all that He will do until that blessed eternal day.  And who on this earth knows what God is going to do?  I would judge, not many: but God has given that privilege, that immense blessing – the spirit of wisdom and revelation, the understanding of the greatest things that God has always had in His mind.  He has made known the knowledge of these things, and it is for us to enjoy and appreciate them.  May we do so, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

John 14:15-21 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you. [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live. [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-8 (JND) [1] But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that ye should be written to, [2] for ye know perfectly well yourselves, that the day of [the] Lord so comes as a thief by night. [3] When they may say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction comes upon them, as travail upon her that is with child; and they shall in no wise escape. [4] But *ye*, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you as a thief: [5] for all *ye* are sons of light and sons of day; we are not of night nor of darkness. [6] So then do not let us sleep as the rest do, but let us watch and be sober; [7] for they that sleep sleep by night, and they that drink drink by night; [8] but *we* being of [the] day, let us be sober, putting on [the] breastplate of faith and love, and as helmet [the] hope of salvation;

Philippians 1:6-11 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day: [7] as it is righteous for me to think this as to you all, because ye have *me* in your hearts, and that both in my bonds and in the defence and confirmation of the glad tidings ye are all participators in my grace. [8] For God is my witness how I long after you all in [the] bowels of Christ Jesus. [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence, [10] that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ's day, [11] being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness, which [is] by Jesus Christ, to God's glory and praise.

2 Peter 3:9-14 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. [10] But the day of [the] Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a rushing noise, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall be dissolved, and [the] earth and the works in it shall be burnt up. [11] All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness, [12] waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which [the] heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall melt? [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness. [14] Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless;

Hebrews 5:7 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;)

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Matthew 24:21 (JND) [21] for then shall there be great tribulation, such as has not been from [the] beginning of [the] world until now, nor ever shall be;

Revelation 7:14 (JND) [14] And I said to him, My lord, *thou* knowest. And he said to me, These are they who come out of the great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and have made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Revelation 19:6-9 (JND) [6] And I heard as a voice of a great crowd, and as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of strong thunders, saying, Hallelujah, for [the] Lord our God the Almighty has taken to himself kingly power. [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. [9] And he says to me, Write, Blessed [are] they who are called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb. And he says to me, These are the true words of God.

Revelation 19:11 (JND) [11] And I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and one sitting on it, [called] Faithful and True, and he judges and makes war in righteousness.

Revelation 19:14 (JND) [14] And the armies which [are] in the heaven followed him upon white horses, clad in white, pure, fine linen.

2 Thessalonians 2:8 (JND) [8] and then the lawless one shall be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming;

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

1 Corinthians 15:28 (JND) [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)

Revelation 20:9 (JND) [9] And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city: and fire came down [from God] out of the heaven and devoured them.

1 Corinthians 15:24-25 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet.

1 Corinthians 15:24-25 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet.

2 Peter 3 (JND) [1] This, a second letter, beloved, I already write to you, in [both] which I stir up, in the way of putting you in remembrance, your pure mind, [2] to be mindful of the words spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of the Lord and Saviour by your apostles; [3] knowing this first, that there shall come at [the] close of the days mockers with mocking, walking according to their own lusts, …
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