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DIVINE REALITIES

C. A. Coates 

1 Corinthians 15: 1–4, 20–23, 47–49 

Just a few words to bring afresh to our souls the great divine verities which have been for many years the comfort and rest of our beloved sister. It is to be noticed that we all began with the thought of resurrection. It was bound up in the gospel which we first heard as sinners, for that gospel told us “how that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures”. So that in our faith—I speak, of course, of those who have, like our beloved sister, believed on our Lord Jesus Christ unto salvation—we began with the thought of resurrection, for we began with Christ as risen. And we are told in this important chapter that Christ is the First-fruits; He is the great Pattern of that resurrection harvest which is so shortly to be reaped; 

“afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming”. 

Let us ponder that word, beloved brethren—“they that are Christ’s”! What volumes of meaning are in it! How wonderful is the Christian, for he is Christ’s! He is the property of a risen, heavenly, glorified Man at the right hand of God. Every believer belongs to that Man, is of Him, for we are “of the Christ”. He has come down into death, and has taken up the question of our sins, and settled it for ever to the glory of God, so that we are no longer in oursins. The Lord could indeed say to some, that they would die in their sins; but believers in Jesus will never die in their sins, because Christ has died for our sins. 

If He had not risen we should be still in our sins, 1 Corinthians 15: 17, but He is risen and we are as clear of our sins as Christ Himself in heaven. How wonderful to, think of it! 

And the ultimate issue of His death and resurrection is that we shall be conformed to His image in glory. He is now “the heavenly one”. He is not only risen, but He has gone into heaven as the Pattern of the whole heavenly company. He is the heavenly One, and all those who believe on Him are, by the grace of God and by the work of God, constituted “heavenly ones”. This is what we are by divine grace, it has nothing to do with any merit or worthiness of any kind which could attach to us. It is the fruit of the precious and eternal thoughts of the love of God; and at a moment like this we wish to speak of what is greatest. 

We might say much of our beloved sister who has departed. We might speak of her separation from the world, and of her love for the things of God, of her service to His people, of her labour in spreading the truth, and of her unceasing hospitality; we might say much, and those things are not small in the eyes of the Lord. He remembers every act of service. He treasures the memory of all that has been done for Him and for His people, and He will recompense it according to the measure of His valuation of it in a coming day. Yet even those precious fruits which are the outcome of grace and of faithfulness in the pathway here are small as compared with the stupendous results of the death of Christ for all who believe on His name. They will be conformed to His image in heavenly glory; they will be invested with all the holy splendour that is set forth in the glorified Man, Christ Jesus. We remind our hearts of these things, and we love to think of 

them at a moment like this, when what belongs to the natural order has come to an end. 

What belongs to the natural order we shall never see again in our sister. When next we see her, we shall see her invested with all that belongs to a spiritual order, to the order of Christ risen and glorified. What a wonderful person a Christian is! Would to God we took it more fully into our hearts! How it would alienate us from all the empty follies and vanities of this world, and link us up in our affections with that risen, glorified Man in heaven, who is the First-fruits and Pattern of all those who are to be His companions eternally! 

These are the things that gave the heart of our sister joy for many years. What she believed and enjoyed is truly great and glorious, and we can rejoice that there is only a little while to wait until she and all the saints, either by the power of transformation or of resurrection, will be conformed to the image of God’s Son in eternal glory. For ever blessed be His name! 

Amen. 

Word at a burial, Teignmouth
27 February 1940 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:1-49 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures; [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] Then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom the most remain until now, but some also have fallen asleep. [7] Then he appeared to James; then to all the apostles; [8] and last of all, as to an abortion, he appeared to *me* also. [9] For *I* am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called apostle, because I have persecuted the assembly of God. [10] But by God's grace I am what I am; and his grace, which [was] towards me, has not been vain; but I have laboured more abundantly than they all, but not *I*, but the grace of God which [was] with me. [11] Whether, therefore, I or they, thus we preach, and thus ye have believed. [12] Now if Christ is preached that he is raised from among [the] dead, how say some among you that there is not a resurrection of [those that are] dead? …

1 Corinthians 15:17 (JND) [17] but if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins.



SATISFACTION

J. Renton 

Psalm 36: 5–8 

I have in mind to speak about satisfaction. There is a great search for satisfaction in the world today; the lives of men, women and young people consist of a search for satisfaction, which you can never find in worldly things. Dear 

friend, I can tell you now, you will never arrive at satisfaction in the things of this world. 

Many have proved it, especially Solomon. Read the book of Ecclesiastes chapter 2 and you will find what search he had for satisfaction. He had the wherewithal to build, to make, and to have whatever he desired, and what did he say? “All was vanity and pursuit of the wind”, Ecclesiastes 2: 11. Dear friend, take Solomon’s advice, do not look in that direction for satisfaction, for I can assure you, you will never find it. 

In the glad tidings God has nothing less in mind than satisfaction, as we read here, “They shall be abundantly satisfied”. That is what the gospel has in mind, abundant satisfaction, and I can tell you now, this is not just a theory, not just in the Scriptures, this has been arrived at by many people here, who can tell you what it means to be “abundantly satisfied”, to be in the experience of satisfied desire. Before we could enjoy satisfaction God had to be satisfied. 

There could be no satisfaction provided for men apart from God’s satisfaction. I want to tell you first of all about God’s satisfaction because the gospel contains the satisfaction that God has found. 

I hope we all understand the fall of man, the working of lawlessness beginning with our first parents, the introduction of lawlessness into mankind, which has permeated every generation since. No man of Adam’s fallen race has been exempt from the result of the introduction of lawlessness by the serpent; the serpent’s bite has affected every human being since. Death is the result. It involves not only the ruin of man, but it involves an offence to God, an offence to His majesty, the dishonouring of His rights, and how God felt that! When Adam was lost, Adam did not say to God, Where art Thou? Adam did not feel it as God felt 

it. It was God who said, “Where art thou?”, Genesis 3: 9. It was God who felt the loss. 

Mankind is God’s ideal; mankind was the last creation. God formed all the right conditions for man to be in and then introduced man into the best conditions, and he failed; but I want to draw your attention to the blessed Man who has provided God with satisfaction. 

I would like to give you some impression of the satisfaction God had, and has, in our Lord Jesus Christ. We have been considering in these meetings the Lord Jesus saying, “I am come down from heaven”, John 6: 38. Coming into the world He said, “Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body”, Hebrews 10: 5. Oh think of the wondrous movement from heaven! The One whom we know as the Lord Jesus, coming down from heaven, down to this earth, treading the very earth in which we are; wonderful fact! The most wonderful movement that God ever made was in the incarnation, the Lord Jesus coming into manhood, and being a blessed Man here for the pleasure of God. Every movement Jesus made, every thought He had, every motive He had—yielded infinite satisfaction to the heart of the blessed God. 

He is the great subject of the glad tidings. If God had not found satisfaction, there would be no glad tidings for humanity. God has to be satisfied first; and God has found complete satisfaction in another Man; that Man was here for God’s complete satisfaction. Think of what it meant to God to look down on a blessed Man here. After, having experienced all the sorrow of lawless man, He found a Man here in perfection, in dependence. May your heart be attracted to Him, for He is the Man in whom God found satisfaction. God desires to extend that satisfaction; it certainly was upon Jesus, but what God desires in 

the glad tidings is to find satisfaction in believers down here. Is that possible, that such as ourselves, born with a lawless nature, can be for God’s satisfaction? Is it possible? Dear friend, it is possible, but it needed the sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. That blessed perfect Man became the Sin-bearer. The One who was so pleasing to God took the place of the one who offended, took the sinner’s place, and suffered in the sinner’s stead, suffered as if He had been the offender. Oh what a blessed work is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

God was satisfied in that blessed Man down here, and He has found complete satisfaction in the work that the Lord Jesus undertook and completed. He has complete satisfaction in that work. It involved the Lord Jesus being abandoned as if He had been the sinner, as if He had been the offender. Think of what it meant to the holy humanity of Jesus to be made sin; we cannot understand the fulness of what it meant to the Saviour. Is it any wonder that He recoiled at Gethsemane from what faced Him? He recoiled; His holy nature as a Man recoiled from it, yet He went forward, “not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. He went on to the cross, taking the sinner’s place, being abandoned by God, suffering the penalty of death, pouring out His precious blood, going into the grave. Oh think of the fulness of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

When He was here God could express His delight twice, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight!” He said that before the Lord came into service, and at the end of His service; He expressed His delight in the manhood of Jesus. He therefore was the perfect offering, for God’s satisfaction, and God has shown His satisfaction in the work accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ in 

raising Him from the dead, in raising Him from among the dead, a selective resurrection, selecting that blessed Man from the dead, and exalting Him, giving Him the highest place in the universe at His right hand. I want first of all to assure you that God has found satisfaction in another Man, and found His satisfaction in the work He has accomplished. God has absolute satisfaction in the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that is the righteous basis which has been laid for the securing of the satisfaction of persons. 

Now God offers satisfaction; God’s purpose is satisfaction for men, women and young people. How is it arrived at? It is arrived at by repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Since the Lord Jesus Christ has come into manhood no other man will do for God, only attachment to that Man will deliver us from the present course of things. God would have the Man in whom He has found satisfaction to be the Man in whom we have satisfaction. The way to it is by repentance, to take one’s true place as a sinner before God, a hell-deserving sinner. We are all sinners. Paul speaks of himself as, “... sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 Timothy 1: 15; not ‘I was first’, but ‘I am first’. There are forgiven sinners; I hope there are no unforgiven sinners here. If there is one unforgiven sinner, I can tell you forgiveness is available for you on the basis of repentance, because the righteous foundation has been laid, and that is immovable, for God’s eternal satisfaction; the basis has been laid. 

We come into forgiveness by repentance. It is very simple; repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. God is ready; He can afford to offer forgiveness to every repentant sinner, although holy and righteous as ever He was, because of His complete satisfaction in the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘Who is a pardoning God like Thee? 

Or who has grace so rich, and free?’ 

That is God’s present attitude to every man, woman and young person. How wonderful! and it is because of the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. I remember a preacher saying some years ago that every breath a man draws, and every bite he eats, he owes to the death of Jesus, for it is only on that basis that God goes on presently with men, securing individuals. 

The world is not going to get better; the gospel is not going to improve the world. The gospel secures persons out of the world, individuals, for God’s pleasure. The first step towards satisfaction is that we know our sins forgiven, and that blessing is available to us, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. What a wonderful gift is the gift of the Holy Spirit! I would ask every one here. Are you a vessel of the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is given to those who know their sins forgiven, and are committed to the will of God, owning Jesus as Lord. The will of God is worth committing yourself to. Persons who commit themselves receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. God does not give the Holy Spirit to persons to go their own way; He gives the gift of the Holy Spirit, One of the blessed Godhead, to be power to live here for the will of God, and to be a secret inward source of satisfaction. 

The Lord Jesus said to the woman in chapter 4 of John’s gospel, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink ...”. Who it is, the One who came down from heaven, the One who laid the righteous foundation at infinite cost to Himself. May we all have appreciation of “who it is”; “If thou knewest who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him” (John 4: 10). He offers 

this woman living water. He offers in the glad tidings to every one of us living water. Do you have this living water? The Lord said, “whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever” (John 4: 14). That is a very strong negative, “never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. Is not that satisfaction? Do you have satisfaction, friend? Are you satisfied? You will never find satisfaction apart from committal to the Lord Jesus and the will of God, and being a vessel of the Holy Spirit. 

Note what He says, “whosoever drinks of the water”, drinks of it. That is characteristic; it is to continue, so as to experience another source of life and power, of certain satisfaction; whosoever drinks. Keep drinking of this source, this supply of divine power, of life and satisfaction. Whosoever drinks; it is not a question of drinking once and for all, it is continually drinking from a source of satisfaction. Dear friend, there are those here who could testify to a source of never-failing satisfaction in the Holy Spirit; an inward source. “Shall become in him a fountain of water”; it is life in expression in the believer, making him independent of all that the world can offer; his desires change and his taste alters. 

I would like to interest everyone here in the forgiveness of sins, but also in the gift of the Holy Spirit, and I would like to encourage everyone to drink, continually to draw from this available source. “Whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever”. If we are not satisfied, it is because we are not drawing from this inexhaustible source, always available, indwelling the believer—wonderful thing! Paul says to the Corinthians, “Do ye not know that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”, 1 Corinthians 3: 16. He is thus available continually, day and night, no matter what the difficulty, no matter what the trouble, no matter what the sorrow. Jesus is to be our Object, and the Holy Spirit an inexhaustible source of joy and power and satisfaction. I would like to make attractive to you the satisfaction which can be found nowhere else. Dear friend, Are you satisfied? 

This Psalm is interesting. “Jehovah, thy loving-kindness is in the heavens”. That is where Jesus is; “loving-kindness is in the heavens”, mercy, grace, all we need in our pathway here. 

He is there in the heavens to support us, “loving-kindness is in the heavens”; a never-failing resource we have there; by faith we are linked with Him, and by the Spirit. “Jehovah, thy loving-kindness is in the heavens, and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds”. Oh, the extent of God’s faithfulness, and of the Lord Jesus, “if we are unfaithful, he abides faithful” (2 Timothy 2: 13); “thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the high mountains”. What is presented in the glad tidings is God’s righteousness; it is like the high mountains; “thy judgments are a great deep”. Oh, Jesus proved the great deep of God’s righteous judgments and provided a righteous basis. 

“How precious is thy loving-kindness, O God! So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings”. What a fine suggestion!—“under the shadow of thy wings”. Even in difficult times, dangerous times, we can take refuge under the shadow of His wings. The outside feathers of the wings are protective, but the inside feathers are soft and warm, “under the shadow of thy wings”. 

Then it says, “They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures”. This, dear friend, is no mere theory I can assure you; there are plenty here that can confirm from experience what this satisfaction is. If we are satisfied persons we have the privilege to contribute to divine pleasure, to be released in response in affection to the Lord Jesus, and to the Father, to have part in the Lord’s supper and in the service of God, and contribute to divine pleasure and satisfaction. What a privilege we have! 

There are three great exercises that the believer has to face; in a sense, every day is an exercise, but there are three great exercises that the believer faces. First of all, Are my sins forgiven? Secondly, Have I received the gift of the Holy Spirit?, and thirdly, as we were having today, “Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest thy flock, Where thou makest it to rest at noon”, Song of Solomon 1: 7. Where can I find where the Lord is thus active? “Why should I be as one veiled”, or roving, not settled? “They shall be abundantly satisfied”. That is down here. What is your experience? Are you abundantly satisfied, or are you roving, unsettled, not certain? “They shall be abundantly satisfied”. 

May the Lord help us to find abundant satisfaction in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to find it in the company of others. The service of God takes place in the company of others. I do not remember previously having such an impression of the privilege of having part with others in the service of God, a tremendous privilege. We can remember the Lord individually, we can respond to Him individually; but how blessed to be before Him in the company of others, gathered with a purpose to serve God—“They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house”. May the Lord help us to be exercised, and help us to know what abundant satisfaction is, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Auckland
15 October 1989 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 36:5-8 (JND) [5] Jehovah, thy loving-kindness is in the heavens, and thy faithfulness [reacheth] unto the clouds. [6] Thy righteousness is like the high mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: thou, Jehovah, preservest man and beast. [7] How precious is thy loving-kindness, O God! So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings. [8] They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.

Ecclesiastes 2 (JND) [1] I said in my heart, Come now, I will try thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure. But behold, this also is vanity. [2] I said of laughter, Madness! and of mirth, What availeth it? [3] I searched in my heart how to cherish my flesh with wine, while practising my heart with wisdom; and how to lay hold on folly, till I should see what was that good for the children of men which they should do under the heavens all the days of their life. …

Ecclesiastes 2:11 (JND) [11] Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that it had cost me to do [them]; and behold, all was vanity and pursuit of the wind, and there was no profit under the sun.

Genesis 3:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah Elohim called to Man, and said to him, Where art thou?

John 6:38 (JND) [38] For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do *my* will, but the will of him that has sent me.

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

1 Corinthians 3:16 (JND) [16] Do ye not know that ye are [the] temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you?

2 Timothy 2:13 (JND) [13] if we are unfaithful, *he* abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

Song of Solomon 1:7 (JND) [7] Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, Where thou feedest [thy flock], Where thou makest it to rest at noon; For why should I be as one veiled Beside the flocks of thy companions?



FOUR CITIES

N. T. Meek 

Luke 2: 4; 7: 11–15; 9: 10; 24: 13 

We have read of four cities; Bethlehem, Nain, Bethsaida and Emmaus. I wondered if we might in some way relate these cities to our own. We each have our own place of responsibility. Be it Stockholm, Malvern, or whatever place we come from, we have our local responsibility. That is where largely we work out the truth. Let no one therefore despise their rightful place. This first city is Bethlehem which means ‘a house of bread’. It is a great element in the locality that there should be food. I suppose the normal thing is that someone takes up this exercise that there is to be food in the locality. If the saints come together they need to be fed. They do not come together to be entertained, I mean in the sense of being amused, although of course genuine liberty and joy are right. Characteristically we come together to partake of Christ, to speak about Him. We find the brethren like that food whether they are old or young. Thank God for a taste for Christ! I would just remark here to young persons, develop and keep that taste. Keep away from Egypt’s food; the onions and leeks will dull your delicate taste for Christ. I am speaking in the sense of food for our minds, 

what our minds and our affections feed upon. It is a great thing to feed not only to live but for enjoyment. We need to feed on Christ to live, to maintain our constitution when the cold wind blows. So we have some warmth inside, because we are eating food, absorbing the calories. In a locality persons set themselves to make sure there is some food in the meeting, and whatever the occasion it is always appropriate to bring in food. We have that beautiful hymn 

‘Jesus, of Thee we never would tire; 

The new and living food’. 

We have the manna, too; the manna is food also, so is the old corn of the land, and the venison, and in John 6 the Lord Jesus Himself. We are never too young to bring in food. 

Andrew was young, he is called a boy in one gospel, and in a crucial moment he brought in food. That can come in by way of a question. A question sometimes opens the larder door and maybe the food comes out with peculiar freshness after a question. I would like to encourage the young men to ask questions and I would like to encourage the older men to make sure we provide a little food for God’s household. God loves to see His people fed with some impression of Christ, and how sustaining it is! God provided Elijah with food at one time and it says he went in the strength of that food for forty days and nights. What food that must have been! 

Such is the uniqueness of Christ. What food He is! We read the Scriptures but then there is such a thing as meditating upon them, turning the food over. There are some animals that chew the cud; they take it and they turn it over, then they turn it over again. The Scriptures are like that; they can be turned over and over and you will find food upon food. You will never exhaust them and that is understandable because they speak of Christ. That is all I wanted to say about Bethlehem, 

raising the exercise that food may be found in our localities. 

Now I read in chapter 7 about Nain. This means ‘affliction’. I expect every locality has been through a period of affliction. Here a young man had died, he was the only son and his mother was a widow, it is a sad situation. We need not try to disguise it; our localities do pass through periods of affliction. In those afflictions we are intended to learn God in a fresh way. 

We shall never know affliction in heaven, but the fruit of what we learn here in a scene of affliction, will be taken into heaven. How much richness will enter heaven through the way of affliction! You think of localities and the sorrows that localities pass through. Persons may turn aside, persons may die young. There is what we may speak of as the natural ordering of things; old persons become limited. Then there are the sorrows of the testimony and the way that the enemy seeks to infiltrate into a locality. These are the real sorrows. I do not suppose there is a locality in which there have not been tears shed. Along with the encouragement that the blessed Lord gives us in His favour, we also do know this side of affliction. Here the Lord comes into it, He comes into the sorrows of the saints. It says in the prophets “in all their affliction he was afflicted”, Isaiah 63: 9. 

The Lord is not behindhand; we may be behindhand in taking up the sorrows, but the Lord takes them up. He becomes our resource, One to whom we can spread out all our affliction. I am thinking especially of localities now that may see numbers reducing; maybe you have seen it over the years. The Lord would sustain you; the Lord will have a word for you in it. 

He is quite cognisant of the situation. Of course we know it individually, too. 

I would encourage the young ones here to take their sorrows to the Lord. Spell them out to Him in an uninhibited way; you do not need to have any reserve with the Lord Jesus. Tell Him all about it; all your sorrows, all your hopes and all your longings, tell Him that you need Him. You will find He is near. 

This is what the widow found here. I suppose it looked as if everything had gone when the young man died, but he was restored. Beloved, the Lord can restore. I suppose there is no locality that has not had its losses. As these sorrows are faced with the Lord maybe the Lord will restore for us. At Bethlehem in the book of Ruth they knew what sorrows were. There was a brother that walked out of the meeting there. Elimelech was his name. Then there was a sad period of history, but the book finishes up with a baby boy who would be a restorer. 

Naomi would have a restorer in her old age. Such is our God, dear brethren, that as we pass through these exercises He may in His grace in some way come in. I would like to encourage the brethren. Most localities are small. You are hardly allowed to forget local sorrows. Let us always realise that the Lord can bring in a restoring touch from Himself. 

The next place was called Bethsaida. In the previous section the twelve had been out to preach. Bethsaida is the ‘house of fishing’. I am taking the meaning of these names from Davidson’s Concordance. What sort of locality is it that does not have fishermen? It says that Philip was from Bethsaida the city of Andrew and Peter. Peter was a preacher, he had three thousand converts at one preaching. I do not know whether we could stand that! Bethsaida was a place of fishing. I am sure we need to maintain the gospel, maintain the preaching, whether it is outdoors or indoors, whether it is putting tracts through people’s doors 

or whatever it is, let us ensure that we know a little bit about fishing. That is how persons are secured, how Peter himself was secured, and the Lord made him a fisher. I suppose Peter knew how to cast a hook. He knew where to put it in the lake. There is a certain amount of skill required. “The wise winneth souls”, Proverbs 11: 30. Now it also needs a little bit of courage to be a fisherman, I mean, to take the gospel to somebody in the street. You can say, 

‘Excuse me, do you mind if I tell you about my Saviour?’, and probably the person will walk away. Just carry on, you do not always land a fish at the first try. 

The disciples went all night once and did not catch anything although they were quite skilled fishermen. Still they did not give up fishing and on the day of Pentecost Peter did not have to preach for long; he really got a netful. I would just like all our localities to contain this element of fishermen. It may be the same person who is the provider of food for the saints. It may be the same person who cheers the saints in their afflictions. There is such a thing as an 

‘all-rounder’, wherever you put him in the field he will fit and be useful. Nevertheless there is such a thing as persons being specially equipped, and if you have a feeling for the gospel, a feeling for men’s souls, ask the Lord to direct you. It is a great thing to be under the Lord, even in fishing. The apostle Paul in Acts 16 was told where the fish were going to be, and he obeyed; let us thank God he obeyed, because that is how salvation came to us. When, as it were, the gospel stood at the crossroads in Philippi, would it go into Asia? No, it was to come to Europe! Thank God the fishermen took the instruction. 

Now I would just like to speak about Emmaus. We often speak of it somewhat negatively, yet it is 

not entirely negative. The name contains the idea of ‘earnest longing’. There was some longing there, and earnest longing too. These persons had become disappointed. What we might speak of as the testimony had taken a turn that they had not expected. They talked together about it and they were downcast. Is there anyone here who has never been downcast? I would like to meet you! I think we have all been downcast; we have all made the pillow wet as we laid our head down at night, maybe because of our own sins, or some sorrow. These persons were downcast. The Scriptures are beautiful because they give a kind of life-picture that we can understand. The Scriptures are not about superhuman people, they are about the likes of you and me, ordinary people with emotions and sorrows. Thank God, some joys too at times; this is what life is made up of, but the Lord came into these persons’ 

circumstances. He went with them and their longings were satisfied. They had Him, they had Him in that locality. 

Dear brethren, that is possible now, to have a sense of the Lord’s presence. We may not be many, but if the Lord is there what more could you desire? You say, I wish more persons were there; so would I, and, thank God, the day will come when He will satisfy the desire of every living thing. That is a testimony to His greatness, to satisfy the desire of every living thing. He is going to do it with His hands, those hands which were pierced. They pierced and nailed Him to the tree. Does it not affect your heart, the sufferings of the Lord Jesus? You will find in Him an answer to your every longing. I suppose afterwards in Emmaus these two would speak about these things. I have no doubt that when they got back to their place they would for long for many a week and maybe for many a year, recall and enjoy and go over this experience. We have an occasion every Lord’s day, it is called the 

Lord’s supper and, amongst other things, dear brethren, it is a time of satisfied longings, a time of the Lord coming to us, a time of feeling the warmth of His affections, and our own affections going out to His. I think He is absolutely wonderful. There is no one like Him; there never will be. I think we all here love Christ, but if we do not let us start right now, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Stockholm
December 1989 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:4 (JND) [4] and Joseph also went up from Galilee out of the city Nazareth to Judaea, to David's city, the which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,

Luke 7:11-15 (JND) [11] And it came to pass afterwards he went into a city called Nain, and many of his disciples and a great crowd went with him. [12] And as he drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was carried out, the only son of his mother, and she a widow, and a very considerable crowd of the city [was] with her. [13] And the Lord, seeing her, was moved with compassion for her, and said to her, Weep not; [14] and coming up he touched the bier, and the bearers stopped. And he said, Youth, I say to thee, Wake up. [15] And the dead sat up and began to speak; and he gave him to his mother.

Luke 9:10 (JND) [10] And the apostles having returned related to him whatever they had done. And he took them and withdrew apart into [a desert place of] a city called Bethsaida.

Luke 24:13 (JND) [13] And behold, two of them were going on the same day to a village distant sixty stadia from Jerusalem, called Emmaus;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Isaiah 63:9 (JND) [9] In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the Angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bore them and carried them all the days of old.

Proverbs 11:30 (JND) [30] The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and the wise winneth souls.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …



NEW CREATION

J. N. Darby 

2 Corinthians 5: 13–21 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them”. This was the aspect of Christ’s first coming, in which the apostle thought of Him. We know He came to His own, and was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God to confirm the promises made to the fathers. All this is blessedly true; but here we have God in man come here, and the apostle sees neither Jew nor Gentile. If God were in Christ, He acts toward the world. To what portion of it can you confine Him, if it be a question of God displaying Himself in grace in the world? For the same reason, when he speaks of the love of Christ, he judges all to be dead, and sees neither Jew nor Gentile, but a new creation, in which God counts every man that is in Christ. 

We know that that is God as to the glory of His divine Person, but the apostle is speaking here 

historically; and therefore when he looks upon the Lord Jesus living in the world, he sees God in Him acting in overtures of grace to the world. God was in Christ; that is the great fact, that God, has been here as the Reconciler, and man would not be reconciled. Does the apostle say that God is reconciling us? No, but that God has reconciled us by Jesus Christ unto Himself, and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation to the world—specially, no doubt, the apostles, but in their measure true of all. Man would not have God when He came, and therefore He had to make Christ sin, to work atonement for us, and now He is at God’s right hand, in whom we become the righteousness of God. The apostle does not say to the Corinthians, Be “ye” reconciled, for they were reconciled; but Christ being in heaven, having gone there through death in working out atonement for us, and His presence there being necessary to complete all in glory, He must have ambassadors to carry out His work of reconciliation here; so the apostle says, when he preaches—that is the gospel to sinners— 

“We pray in Christ’s stead, be reconciled to God”. 

That is what he had to say to men as Christ’s ambassador. How far are we living thus? Living in the power of God’s new creation, judging the whole thing belonging to the first creation as gone to faith, and entering into the blessedness of our place in Christ, in the power of an ungrieved Spirit? Exercised for others, that the life of Christ may have power in their walk and ways; judging evil practically in our own path through the world, but yet having our souls so full of our blessedness in Christ, of what it is to be reconciled to God, that directly opportunity arises, our hearts burst forth in praises to God, and ever go forth after others still dead in their sins. That this may be so practically, we must bring the death of Christ to judge everything in ourselves and in our 

ways. As the apostle says, “Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body”, 2 Corinthians 4: 10. If we do not daily, and hourly, bring everything under the sentence of Christ’s death, and judge everything by it, the Spirit will be grieved in us, and, instead of filling us with the joy of our portion in Christ, He will cause the light of Christ to awaken us to the judgment of ourselves, and of our ways. 

May the Lord give us to walk in the power of an ungrieved Spirit, bringing everything into subjection to Christ, that we may know what the apostle goes on to say, “Death worketh in us, but life in you”. In thus bearing about in his body the dying of the Lord Jesus, Paul found death to self, and the result was life to the Corinthians. Paul held the power of Christ’s death on the natural man, so that when he ministered among the Corinthians, there was no Paul at all, but only Christ. It was life to them, because death was working in Paul. May the Lord give us thus to live! 

‘Collected Writings’. Vol. 34, pp.438–440 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:13-21 (JND) [13] For whether we are beside ourselves, [it is] to God; or are sober, [it is] for you. [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised. [16] So that *we* henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [him thus] no longer. [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: [18] and all things [are] of the God who has reconciled us to himself by [Jesus] Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation: [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation. [20] We are ambassadors therefore for Christ, God as [it were] beseeching by us, we entreat for Christ, Be reconciled to God. [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;



A PSALM

J. D. Stenhouse 

Lord Jesus, how this heart of mine 

Needs ever to keep close to Thine 

To find its own repose, 

To find in Thee One who has been 

A stranger in this desert scene 

And all the pathway knows. 

Thou as the tender sapling grew 

Through every blighting wind that blew 

And to God’s eye wast fair. 

Thy grace and truth did there abound, 

Like green spot in a dry, parched ground. 

None could with Thee compare. 

Though man no comeliness did see, 

Yea, poured his malice out on Thee 

And sought Thy life to spoil. 

Thou didst grow up upon this earth 

Like rare exotic from Thy birth 

Upon a foreign soil. 

O what an empty waste was this! 

Till Thou didst grace the wilderness 

It grieved the heart of God. 

Such fragrance there had never been 

In all this barren sin-stained scene 

Until Thy path was trod. 

With thorns and briars all around 

In unmarred beauty Thou wast found; 

We marvel at Thy grace. 

Assailed, beset on every hand, 

For God unyielding Thou didst stand 

And took the lowly place. 

The frown of man to Thee was given, 

But Thou didst gain the smile of heaven, 

Thou wast God’s own delight. 

Men held Thee low in their esteem, 

But, unto God, of all supreme, 

Most precious in His sight. 

Thy holy soul was stirred within 

To see the ravages of sin 

Wherever Thou didst go. 

Thy healing influence was shed 

Where’er Thy blessed feet did tread 

In scenes of want and woe. 

O Man of sorrows, Thou didst bear 

Thy daily load of grief and care, 

With feelings only Thine. 

A suffering unlike the rest 

Thy spirit bore, within the breast 

For Thou wast pure—divine. 

Unflinchingly we see Thee, calm, 

And unresisting, as a lamb 

Led out to bleed and die. 

We see Thee by the shearers shorn, 

We see the gall, the nails, the thorn 

We see the end draw nigh. 

But darkness veiled those pangs of Thine 

When Thou wast made—O grace divine! 

An offering for sin. 

There Thou didst bow Thy blessed head, 

There Thou wast numbered with the dead, 

Our rebel hearts to win. 

We see Thee laid within the tomb, 

And forth from it in triumph come, 

We see Thee crowned on high. 

Thou’lt see the travail of Thy soul, 

Be satisfied, while ages roll, 

Thy praise shall never die. 

Bathurst
N.S.W., Australia 

 


EXTRACTS

If there is one thing one desires, it is that in as far as one’s measure goes, what one has found here should not deteriorate, but that it should be passed on, at least as pure as received, to those who are to follow, if the Lord permit; the Holy Spirit will lead on that line. There is not one in this room who has not a responsibility to the Lord. For one to disclaim responsibility, is to disclaim Christian fellowship. If you say you are not responsible you are disqualified for fellowship. The angel of the assembly is addressed by the Lord, as the responsible element in it, and whoever says he is not responsible is disqualified for Christian fellowship. 

Responsibility rests upon us to hand divine things on to those who follow, if the Lord will permit others to follow us; our responsibility is to maintain intact and in its original purity the heritage that has come down to us. What a wonderful heritage it is! 

J. Taylor (Vol. 7, p.183) 

God is forbearing with us, and the more you advance in divine things the more you are like God in your ways toward others. A thing that has affected me greatly is the length of time God has borne patiently with me, and I believe the more we grow in the knowledge of God the more we are prepared to be patient with one another. 

J. Taylor (Vol. l, p.403) 
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