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CONTRIBUTORS TO THE DIVINE SYSTEM

G. C. McKay 

Isaiah 55: 1, 2; Romans 12: 1–8; John 3: 35, 36; 4: 23–30; Acts 18: 24–28; Luke 5: 27–29 

What was in mind, dear brethren, in reading these sections was the thought that we might become contributors to the divine system. The word is used where we read in Acts as to the service of Apollos that he contributed much; he was a notable contributor to what was among the saints and to what was going on publicly in the testimony. The reason I began to read in Isaiah 55 was to make it clear that there are certain things that we make no contribution to. 

The word of Jehovah through Isaiah is “come ye, buy, and eat—yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price!”. That is the first great matter, I think, in the glad tidings. God never gives up the thought of man’s responsibility, but in the glad tidings God is willing to give us everything. He looks of course for repentance from us and yet scripture refers to God granting repentance, and the hymn writer also points out that faith in Christ is required and yet that is the gift of God too. So what we need we receive in the glad tidings freely, without money and without price. We had no money anyway; we had nothing to pay, like the two debtors (Luke 7: 42). 

We had no contribution to make, but the gospel has come and we have been richly endowed and provided for through the glad tidings. For those of us who have believed on the Lord Jesus, the guilt of our sins, that terrible guilt that is marked on us because we are sinners and have committed sins, the blood of Jesus can cover that. Our terrible guilty state too God has provided for in the death of the Lord Jesus. So the forgiveness of our sins is available and justification, a very wonderful matter. It is unknown in the world yet God provides it. 

He can make persons just, persons who have been sinners, through the death of the Lord Jesus, through His resurrection, through His wonderful work. We contributed nothing to that, save our sins. We came as sinners, and it was even God’s grace that made us come. It was God’s mercy and goodness that worked in us, that we might even be willing to receive the glad tidings. Really in the glad tidings everything is regarded as coming to us through God’s work. Through His grace He operates in us, otherwise we would never have listened. He grants repentance and as we look to Jesus He gives us faith. These things are available for everyone here. Salvation is available, free; there is no price to be paid. There is nothing you could pay; there is nothing you could do to remove a single sin or to redeem yourself. 

I read this scripture to bring out what was in my mind, that when God thus blesses us in the gospel, fills our hearts with His love and gives us the Holy Spirit, a wonderful gift spoken of as an unspeakable gift, cleanses us, and sets us up with a sense of His own goodness and blessing. He then has this thought for us that we might become ourselves contributors to God’s pleasure. God has come out to man in wonderful blessing but that is not the end of the story; in the end everything that has come out from God is going to return to God. All the light and blessing in which God has come out towards men is going to bring a return to Him from hearts that appreciate the blessing. In the end all glory is going to belong to God. The hymn speaks of that; 

‘O Mind divine, so must it be 

That glory all belongs to God!’ (Hymn 88) 

But then the hymn writer adds the wonderful fact that 

‘We should be part, through Jesus’ blood’. 

Also scripture refers to, “glory to God by us”, 2 Corinthians 1: 20. 

The epistle to the Romans has this in mind. It outlines in careful detail and in divine wisdom the terms of God’s glad tidings, how He proceeds to bless us completely, to liberate us from all burden of sin and guilt, and from the power of sin too; God would do that, for a full salvation is what our God has in mind. He brings it out and shows it in the epistle to the Romans. It is very gracious of Him to do that; the blessings are there but God outlines them and explains them to us; that is a very great help. If you are proceeding in spiritual exercise, and may be in some spiritual doubt, then the things are laid out for you in the epistle to the Romans. We know that many believers of old spent years in a cloud as to their salvation, and the reason was that they did not have the light of the Scriptures, but God gives us light. He makes clear how His love has acted; He establishes without doubt His righteousness in forgiving us our sins; He shows what He has done in justifying us in a risen Christ; and all these things are brought out in the epistle to the Romans. 

Then in the beginning of Romans 12 there is a suggestion that we might yield something to Him. It is not the first suggestion of that kind in Romans, because earlier on you have the thought that we might begin to yield our members to God, but the thing becomes very definite in chapter 12. God looks for us to yield something to Him that every one of us has, and that is our bodies. Think of that; God looking to believers who are under the influence of His wonderful love, and all that He has done for them in the glad tidings, and suggesting and appealing that they might yield their bodies in a definite way to Him. It is pictured here as a definite matter, not just spasmodic or casual or temporary. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God”, that includes all His love and His mercy, “to present your bodies a living sacrifice”. Unbelievers could not do that, they would never have the thought, nor uncleansed persons, unforgiven persons; but persons cleansed by the blood of Jesus, persons in whom the Holy Spirit dwells, have bodies which can be presented holy and acceptable to God. If you consider what God has done to you, then you would say rightly and with intelligence that this is a thing you ought to do, you ought to devote your body to serve God. 

This is going to involve various changes to your mind and life, not being conformed to this world and all the tide of things around. Do not underestimate how that affects each one of us, this tremendous tide of activity that proceeds in the world, some of it very wicked and corrupt, some of it comparatively innocent. These things all influence us so that we become conformed to them, but the believer is transformed by the renewing of his mind. What he has in mind is the will of God, to prove “what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”. I would like to ask myself and us all, Has the will of God become established in our souls and in our lives? This is God’s thought in the glad tidings, that His will might become established experimentally in my soul, in my life, indeed in my house; that my mind might be affected in such a way that I would embrace the will of God wholeheartedly. What blessing lies in it! Because if God thus looks for us to be contributors to what is for His pleasure, it is for our blessing that we become that. 

Up to this point in Romans, generally the individual believer has been addressed, but then there is something else, and that is you have to take your place alongside other believers and consider where you stand in regard to them. One of the first things Paul says is you are not to have high thoughts, to think that you are superior to everyone else, but to think wisely. We consider one another, how God has dealt to each a measure of faith. That is something that God has given in view of a return, in view of activity on our part. Not only has He given us faith in Christ, but in this section He has given us a measure of faith; that involves a certain light and power in our souls that we might become contributors in the divine system. In one body there are many members, Paul says, and this fact comes to light that there is such a thing as one body, that believers as redeemed and possessed of the Holy Spirit and linked with Christ become unified and are one body in Christ. It is an early elementary thought as to the body, for it does not say it is the body of Christ, but one body in Christ. Thus we are linked up in the most intimate way. 

Then what emerges from this, and from a measure of faith being given to each, is that we become contributors. That would be a test to us, brother and sister alike. What are we contributing? Is what I am contributing according to the measure of faith that God has given me? You might say you do not have much; well it says here that God has dealt to each a measure of faith, so you have that. Not only has He given you blessing in the glad tidings, but He has given you a measure of faith to be active in the one body in Christ, and to be active rightly according to what God has given you. And so it says, “having different gifts”. You might feel you do not know whether you have this one or that one. The brethren used to speak about finding your place in the body, and this is how you do it. You look to God and say, How do I relate to the other brethren? You recognise what their activity is, and that God has given them faith, and you say, What has God given me to do? 

You look for that and you seek to occupy yourself with it; “whether it be prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith”. It will not be exactly the same gift for everyone. If for service, “let us occupy ourselves in service”, says Paul. Then, “he that teaches, in teaching”; if you have a gift for teaching you do that, if you have a gift for exhortation you do that. Then what begins to emerge is that there is a quality in what persons do, “he that gives, in simplicity”. It suggests that someone has that touch, he is a giver and he does it with a simplicity that is pleasing to God. If someone has to lead here, he does it with diligence; and if someone shows mercy he is the kind of person that can show mercy. He does it cheerfully, he does not make it a burden to the person to whom he shows mercy, 

So I think you can see from this, God’s thought is that we should put our bodies on the altar, and that we might find our happy portion in being contributors to what is for God’s pleasure here. 

I have read the other scriptures that they might serve as examples of persons who became contributors. I think the most wonderful of all is the woman in John 4. Although she is a poor and guilty woman, thirsty and coming to the well, having had five husbands and now with a man who is not her husband, what surrounds this whole section is the great matter that the Father loves the Son. That is that there is affection between the Father and the Son, and there is administration too. I would like to speak about that, an economy or administration proceeding. John’s gospel and other scriptures bring this out, and this administration which is touched on very wonderfully in John involves love; “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”, that is, everything is in the Son’s administration. I do not know what other administration you could find anywhere that has that kind of character. Man has the thought of economy or administration, but I do not know of any other suggestion that has ever arisen in the world that that administration should be based on love, except the divine economy. The divine administration involves love, not only love towards us but love between divine Persons. Now this poor woman is going to be caught up in this matter. You say she is the most unlikely person, and so are you and so am I, but we are caught up in this great matter as God is proceeding with His thoughts. Transactions are taking place between the Father and the Son; everything has been given into the hand of the Son as the One whom the Father loves, and you can understand how love is operating. 

This woman, though she did not know it, came into an area where love was operating, where love’s administration was proceeding. It is not without significance, that when the Lord Jesus comes through Samaria, “He comes therefore to a city of Samaria called Sychar; near to the land which Jacob gave to his son Joseph”, John 4: 5. That is just another little hint, Jacob giving something to his son, of what is happening in this wonderful scripture, that the Father is giving something to His Son. This poor woman is becoming a gift, you might say, from the Father to the Son. The Lord Jesus attracts her, speaking to her of the living water springing up into eternal life. He deals with the moral question in her history by asking her to bring her husband, and all comes out in the open. Then, it is still astonishing to my heart, immediately the Lord begins to speak about worship and the possibility of worshipping. He speaks of the most exalted things to this poor woman, that “the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth”, and He speaks about God being a Spirit. Why should He speak about such things to this woman? Because she was to become a contributor, she was to become a worshipper indeed. This scripture does not display that developed fully in the woman, but it does show something immediately in the woman as she begins to speak about the Messias, and the Lord Jesus discloses to her that He is the Messias, “I who speak to thee am he”. 

Then the woman left her water-pot. We often speak about that, how she understood that she was to be a vessel of the Holy Spirit. And she “went away into the city, and says to the men. 

Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?” Thus she becomes a contributor; she becomes evangelical, she brings persons to Christ and it says many believed because of what she had said. Later it says, “It is no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world” (John 4: 42). You could say the woman becomes part of this divine administration; something is going out through her that is bringing others into blessing. The reference to worship infers, I think, what was in the divine mind that poor sinners, poor thirsting sinners, not only have their own need satisfied but become worshippers of the Father, worshippers of God. The Lord Jesus says to her to begin with, “Give me to drink” (John 4: 7). That was His first proposal, and that is what would be secured from persons who become contributors in the divine system. 

Having said so much about the woman I would like to speak about Apollos, perhaps more briefly, as one who contributed much in his service because of his gift. I want to point to him as an example of someone who came in and became useful. He was ready to do so, for he had prepared himself by way of exercise, and that is a thing we might do. He was an eloquent man; we cannot make ourselves eloquent but we can look for divine help to speak. He was mighty in the Scriptures which suggests a certain devotion in him, whatever ability he had he devoted it in a right direction, and like Timothy he was acquainted with the Scriptures. He was also fervent in his spirit. You can see the usability of a person like that, only there was a limitation with him in what he knew, for he knew only the baptism of John. But what is so beautiful about this is that he was adjusted and helped to make a contribution. 

That is another principle or feature I would like to mention, that if we are to become contributors in the divine system we have to be ready to be adjusted. We may have certain potentiality and fervour and zeal, we may have certain knowledge, but we are going to have to learn to be adjusted. And so “Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”. A brother and sister did that in the house, they made him more suitable. Then the brethren wrote to the disciples and told them to receive him with a welcome when he came to Achaia, and when he came he “contributed much to those who believed through grace. For he with great force convinced the Jews publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ”. So that this thought of becoming a contributor is seen in Apollos, and on the road he became a person who had been adjusted. 

Then we read in Luke 5 about Levi, yet another example which I would finish with, who was found by Jesus at the receipt of taxes. The word of the Lord Jesus, “Follow me”, was met immediately by a response, “And having left all, rising up, he followed him”. Now what is notable here as to Levi is that immediately he is taken up by the Lord he made his house available; indeed he made a great entertainment for Him in his house, and you can see how usable he was; he chose the right guests for this entertainment. He was in keeping with what Jesus was doing; he caught on to what was necessary at the moment, and so when he made the great entertainment for Him in his house, he brought in a great crowd of tax-gatherers and other persons like himself. It says, “the Pharisees murmured at his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with tax-gatherers and sinners?” He promoted the gospel effort that was proceeding, the movement of divine grace was catered for, you might say, by Levi making a great entertainment for Him in his house. We often think of entertaining the saints, and that is a very great privilege, and it is a great joy when you are entertained. Levi’s thought was that he would entertain Jesus, provide for the One who had taken him up, and immediately he became usable. Well, dear brethren, may we all be exercised, whatever grace we have been given, whatever faith we have been given, to be so affected by what has come to us in the glad tidings that we find a way to become useful, and like Apollos, increasingly useful. There is assuredly a need in these days that everyone should become usable in the divine system. 

May we all become that, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Ormond Beach/Bunnell
1 June 2002 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 55:1-2 (JND) [1] Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that hath no money, come ye, buy, and eat: yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price! [2] Wherefore do ye spend money for [that which is] not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye [that which is] good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

Romans 12:1-8 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. [4] For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; [5] thus we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other. [6] But having different gifts, according to the grace which has been given to us, whether [it be] prophecy, [let us prophesy] according to the proportion of faith; [7] or service, [let us occupy ourselves] in service; or he that teaches, in teaching; [8] or he that exhorts, in exhortation; he that gives, in simplicity; he that leads, with diligence; he that shews mercy, with cheerfulness.

John 3:35-36 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand. [36] He that believes on the Son has life eternal, and he that is not subject to the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him.

John 4:23-30 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers. [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth. [25] The woman says to him, I know that Messias is coming, who is called Christ; when *he* comes he will tell us all things. [26] Jesus says to her, I who speak to thee am [he]. [27] And upon this came his disciples, and wondered that he spoke with a woman; yet no one said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her? [28] The woman then left her waterpot and went away into the city, and says to the men, [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ? [30] They went out of the city and came to him.

Acts 18:24-28 (JND) [24] But a certain Jew, Apollos by name, an Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures, arrived at Ephesus. [25] He was instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in his spirit, he spoke and taught exactly the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John. [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly. [27] And when he purposed to go into Achaia, the brethren wrote to the disciples engaging them to receive him, who, being come, contributed much to those who believed through grace. [28] For he with great force convinced the Jews publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

Luke 5:27-29 (JND) [27] And after these things he went forth and saw a tax-gatherer, Levi by name, sitting at the receipt of taxes, and said to him, Follow me. [28] And having left all, rising up, he followed him. [29] And Levi made a great entertainment for him in his house, and there was a great crowd of tax-gatherers and others who were at table with them.

Isaiah 55 (JND) [1] Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that hath no money, come ye, buy, and eat: yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price! [2] Wherefore do ye spend money for [that which is] not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye [that which is] good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. [3] Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, the sure mercies of David. …

Luke 7:42 (JND) [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most?

2 Corinthians 1:20 (JND) [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:5 (JND) [5] He comes therefore to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near to the land which Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

John 4:42 (JND) [42] and they said to the woman, [It is] no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.

John 4:7 (JND) [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink

Luke 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …



PERSONS GOING ON THEIR WAY

J. Mitchell 

Numbers 22: 22–32; Acts 8: 26–39; Daniel 12: 13 

You may have noticed that each of these passages refers to persons going on their way. We have been together over these three days and some this evening, and certainly more tomorrow, will be going on their way. The Spirit of God would raise the question with us, On which way are we going? I have read of Balaam to show the patience of God, and the care that God had for the soul of Balaam. The sad thing is that God had to say to Balaam, “the way thou walkest in is for ruin before me”. That is a very sobering thing. Is there anyone here that falls into that category, that the way in which they are is for ruin before God? Now Balaam clearly did not see that and he was not much concerned. We are told elsewhere about “the error of Balaam for reward”, Jude 11. He had a certain objective before him and sad to say that objective was not God, nor what was due to God. It was not even his own soul; but while Balaam was committed to a way of ruin he did not go on that, way without adequate warning. That is the blessedness of God Himself who would warn anyone. In His feelings for men, in His feelings for you and in His feelings for me, if we are on such a way God would bring in a warning to us. It was a wonderful warning that He gave to Balaam. Balaam was unable to see the Angel of Jehovah there with his sword outstretched but that was the end of the road on which Balaam was. The end of the road, as with all of us, is that we have to do with God, and God is righteous in everything that He does. Balaam was a man who corrupted the things of God, he took his own way and he pursued that way relentlessly. But God in His grace has brought in His warnings for us. 

Here He brought it in through a dumb ass. It was very sobering that the ass knew better than Balaam himself; think of the faithfulness of that ass. There are some men in scripture who are determined on a certain course, and yet God gives them persons who do everything in their power to help them in the right way and He did that with this ass. The ass saw the Angel of Jehovah in the way with the outstretched sword and she protected Balaam; three times she did this, and Balaam’s anger was kindled each time. He must have had a tremendously hard conscience that even the action of his faithful ass could not appeal in any way to his conscience but he pursued his way. I wonder if there is anyone who may be in this character amongst us today who might be committed to pursue his or her own way, no matter what may happen. I would say, God is feeling for you and He uses instrumentalities that you might be warned that the way you are on is for ruin; Balaam was warned by his ass. You think of her faithfulness; she says, “was I ever wont to do so to thee?” Had she ever acted like that before? Should not Balaam’s conscience have been touched? Should he not have enquired why the ass took that action? But the sad thing is that he did not, but nevertheless God was patient with him and He appeared to him. God justified the action of the ass by showing him that He was against him on that way, which was “for ruin before me” and yet Balaam continued on it. The result is that he perishes (Numbers 31: 8). I would appeal to anyone on the wrong way that God is concerned about you and wishes not the death of any; He is not in this dispensation on the line of judgment. That is in the day to come when He takes up the sword in judgment. Then God will judge everything that is in this scene, but at the present time we are in the day of grace. 

The reference to the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts is beautiful. God saw what was working in this man. There was nothing working in Balaam’s conscience but there was something working in this man. He had a real desire after God but he needed light. He came to the place where he thought he might get light, he came to 

Jerusalem but Christ, the great vessel of light, had been crucified out of Jerusalem, there was no light there and he was returning in his chariot. One good thing about him is that he is reading the Scriptures. I commend that to our younger ones here to read the Scriptures. You might not understand them; this man did not understand what he was reading. Philip said, “Dost thou then know what thou art reading of?”, and he said, No, he needed a helper, an interpreter. Philip was prepared to interpret for that man. Now think of the way God had ordered things. He took Philip from a fruitful gospel field and He sent him down to Gaza: “the same is desert”, in view of one man, one soul. Think of the length to which God would go that He might secure one soul, and that may be your soul today. God does not exactly work in multitudes, He works in individuals and here He has a concern for this one soul. 

This man, as he was proceeding on his way homeward, likely rather disconsolate, was reading the Scriptures and he could not have been reading in a better place. He was reading, “He was led as a sheep to slaughter, and as a lamb is dumb in presence of him that shears him, thus he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other?”. O, dear friends, I need hardly tell you it is of “some other” and what Another it is. He was speaking of Jesus. I suppose the eunuch would never have heard of or come in contact with a Man like this. He was a Man that would accept the suffering; the way of the Lord Jesus when He was here was a suffering way. He was reading a chapter in the Old Testament that deals with the sufferings of Christ (Isaiah 53), and the great thing is, dear friends, that that suffering was for you and it was for me. That is the truth of the glad tidings, and that was what this eunuch was reading. “And the Spirit said to Philip, Approach and join this chariot”. Philip ran and joined the chariot and the man welcomed him up and he sought some help about the scripture. Then it says, “And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him”. What glad tidings they were! 

No doubt Philip would have told that eunuch how the Man of whom the prophet speaks went to Calvary. He took on the sufferings, He suffered for sin, the sinless One; how wonderful the gospel is, the way that God has taken in the glad tidings, that the One who knew not sin should be “made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. You think of the sufferings of Jesus; I never fail to be impressed as I think about them. Think of what He bore in those three hours of darkness on Calvary’s tree, what the Lord bore as a Man here. His life was a life that was marked by suffering all the way through, but the sufferings that He had as a Man here at the hands of men would pale into insignificance compared to those sufferings in those three hours of darkness on Calvary’s cross. Have you ever thought about them, thought of what is involved in that? In the garden of Gethsemane, when the pressure of what it was to be made sin pressed in upon the spirit of the holy Jesus, we get some impression of what these sufferings really were. You think of what His feelings were; “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me “(Matthew 26: 39); not that He was unwilling to go forward with it, but the holy Person of Jesus cried out against this awful matter of what it was to be made sin, “Him who knew not sin”. 

I think we little understand what it really involved for Him to be “made sin”. The thing that He hated, the thing that was so obnoxious to God and, as obnoxious to God, it was obnoxious to Jesus, but it says that He was “made sin”. I often think of that illustration; illustrations are helpful but generally they all come short of the real thing, but Ezekiel was told to bake his bread with dung that comes from a man; you can understand to a holy Jew that was an obnoxious thing and he cried out against it. He said he had never tasted that which had been defiled, and God had mercy upon Ezekiel and He brought in some alleviation, and He said to him that he could eat his bread baked with the dung that came from cattle (Ezekiel 4: 12–15). But there was no alleviation whatsoever for Jesus. The thing had to be faced and faced in its totality, faced in its awfulness, and there in those three hours of darkness He was made sin. You think of that, the holy Person of Jesus, that character of manhood that was seen in perfection in Him, but made sin and as made sin the holy wrath of God fell upon Him, the unmitigated wrath of God upon sin. I say this because we should be affected. You say, Well I know Him as my Saviour. 

I am thankful for that but nevertheless I still press the sufferings of Christ as He became the Sin-bearer because in the world in which we are sin is made very, very light of. Indeed in the country from which I come, and I suppose it is not much different here, it is in a certain sense a reproach not to go on with sin; a terrible character of things with which we have to deal. 

Even among the so-called clergy, the persons who are seeking to give men a lead, they are making very little of sin. It is nothing nowadays, it is an acceptable thing, it is acceptable to society. 

Let us face this, dear friends, sin is obnoxious to a holy God, and to put away sin really involves the deep sufferings of Jesus. That is what they involve; He cried in these hours of darkness, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. What a cry, there has never been a cry like that before. Thank God there will never be a cry like it again, but it was a cry that was unanswered. At the time it had no answer; He provided the answer Himself, “And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”, Psalm 22: 3. The holiness of God demanded the thorough dealing in righteousness with sin, but the Lord Jesus was able for that and He bore the judgment. So He went through 

those three hours and at the end of it He said, “It is finished”, John 19: 30. The whole matter had been thoroughly gone through, alone with God in all that it involved for Him in the depths of His sufferings, what He felt in His own soul. Psalm 22 gives us a deep insight into what the holy feelings of Jesus were as He was made sin; he was there as the Sin-bearer in order that you and I “might become God’s righteousness in him”. He went through with that in its fulness and came out of it. He did not succumb under it. He was not overcome by it. He went through it in totality. He dealt with the whole matter of sin and removed it from the sight of a holy God. Apart altogether from you and me, sin had to be removed from the sight of a holy God, and He undertook all that. 

Then He died; “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures”, 1 Corinthians 15: 3. His death was necessary because the penalty was such, “dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return”, Genesis 3: 19. That was the penalty that was pronounced when sin came in. It involved death but then Jesus died. He “died for our sins, according to the scriptures”. Do you ever allow that to come home to your affections, come home to your spirit, into your soul so that it might have its own effect upon you? Then it says, “he was buried”. It says, “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried”, so that man that sinned should be removed entirely out of God’s sight. Think of what He undertook vicariously. 

Vicarious is a big word and some of our younger persons may not understand it, but it means that He took it upon Himself for others. What do we owe to Jesus? Let us just stop for a moment and think about it. What do we owe? We owe everything to Him; that is about all that you can say, that what He undertook for you and for me involves that we owe everything to Him. 

So He was buried and the Scriptures say He rose again the third day. He is now exalted at God’s right hand and is set forth as a mercy-seat through faith in His blood. So that anyone, any sinner, can come to Jesus in faith and put his faith, not only in the work of that Man, certainly in His work and in His shed blood, but put his faith in His Person in the knowledge that God has accepted the Person of Jesus. The very fact that He is on high is the proof that God has accepted Him; not only that but there is an added proof with the coming of the Spirit; He is justified in the Spirit. The scripture tells us that; the coming of the Spirit is the proof, if anyone wants proof, that He has been accepted by God on high. He is a wonderful Saviour in the presence of God, appearing there before the face of God for us. What a Saviour!—Not only a Saviour for your sins, but a Saviour every day. That is the Person that Philip would have spoken of to the eunuch. 

Then it says, “as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised? And he commanded the chariot to stop”. It does not tell us that Philip said anything to the eunuch about baptism, and I do not think he did. What he did was he presented Jesus Christ to him in such a way that that man was so affected, that not only did he put his faith in Christ, but he said, If that Man went out of the world that way I must go out the same way. There is only one course for me. And I tell you this, my friend, there is only one course for you and that is to go out of this world the same way as Jesus went out of it. We go out of it in baptism which really means, as far as you are concerned, you are finished with the world. I appeal to our young people here that they come to that in their souls. I believe that is a point in your soul history that you have to come to. If your Saviour, the One to whom you owe everything, went out of this world by way of death there is only one way for you and that is to go out of it the same way. That is what baptism means. I suppose most of us here were baptised in the faith of our parents. But that is in view of your coming to it in your own soul experience, that you have no place in this world, and no desire for any place in this world whatsoever. You want to go the same way as your Saviour went; as far as you are concerned you are finished with it entirely. Now that is what the eunuch came to. It says of the eunuch that “he went on his way rejoicing”. 

What a way that is. I trust that everyone goes from this hall today rejoicing in the way that the eunuch rejoiced. He had to go and fulfil his responsibilities and carry out the office that was his in Ethiopia, but he went back a totally different man; he went back a man whose heart was filled with joy. As he took up his duties, whatever they may have been, I have no doubt his colleagues would say to one another, There is something changed about that man. Could your colleagues say that about you that there is a change come about in you? Would they say he or she is different from us all? It should be so, dear Christian friend. You should be different for you belong to Christ, He has His claims, His rights over you and you belong to Him. You no longer belong to yourself, you now belong to Him, He has purchased you with His precious blood, what a cost it has been. The word is, “Do ye not know ... ye are not your own? for ye have been bought with a price”, 1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20. Do you ever think of that as you go about your way? You say, I am going to do this. Do you ever think that you are not your own, you have been bought with a price? Would you not rather follow the way of this eunuch and say that as far as I am concerned I am finished with this world and all that is in it? 

In practice we have to carry out our duties, but we carry them out in a totally different way. When Christ went on high the Holy Spirit came here, and He is available to you and to me and to every one who has put their trust in Jesus. I have no doubt that this man who went on his way rejoicing had the Spirit because the Spirit brings the joy of salvation into your soul. 

Salvation is in Christ, no one can ever change that, it can never be taken from you; it is for time and for eternity, but the joy of it can be known in the Spirit. The Spirit will give you the joy of it and the happiness that comes with it, and He will help you too in these practical matters that arise through being finished with the world altogether, and now being connected with another Man in another world. 

This is what is for you in the glad tidings, and the Spirit of God would help you to be engaged, not only with Christ who has been here—we certainly need to have that Man in our affections, the Man who has been here and died for us—but to have in our affections the Man who is up there. That is a great thing in this dispensation and that is what will preserve you from this world and all that is in it, all the sorrow, all the suffering that is the result of sin in this world. Sin is not for the blessing of men but for their destruction. The Spirit would engage you with a Man in another scene altogether, and He would fill your heart with that Man. Well, you can understand why the eunuch went on his way rejoicing. That is what is in mind in the glad tidings. It is not in God’s mind that anyone should leave this room in misery or in disappointment. So if you have not realised that you are to be subject to Christ, dear friend, give yourself to Jesus and know what it is to have the Holy Spirit. He is available to you for the asking, and having the Holy Spirit you will go on your way rejoicing. That is really what is in the mind of God for you. 

Now just a touch on Daniel who was a remarkable man. Even the young children know something of the story of Daniel; what a man he was, a man who was determined that he should maintain Jerusalem in his affections. He opened his windows three times a day towards Jerusalem. You might have said, Daniel, why are you troubling? Jerusalem is nothing but a heap of ruins, that is all that it is, having been set on fire and razed to the ground. Here he was miles away from it. The simple thing would have been to fall into the milieu in which he found himself and find his life there, but Daniel said his life was related to Jerusalem. I would just like to ask you this question, Is your life related to Jerusalem? You say, What do you mean by that? Just simply, Is your life bound up with the assembly? 

Typically that was Daniel’s life. He had companions with him and they are remarkable companions. They would not pollute themselves with the king’s meat, they would not fall in even with the direst dictates of the king; they were even prepared to give up their lives. At one point they said that God was able to save them from the hand of the king, but if not, even though God did not save them from the hand of the king, they would not go against what was in their souls in relation to God. What men these are! Where I read, the word to Daniel was, “But do thou go thy way until the end”. 

Now what a wonderful thing that would be if the Lord was to say to every one here, “go thy way”. He was a trustworthy person, he was a person like the eunuch. The eunuch could go down to Ethiopia and he was absolutely trustworthy; he went on his way rejoicing. The word to Daniel here is, “But do thou go thy way until the end”. What a word for us, and it says, “thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”. Well that comes home to me, if I should be able to stand in my lot to the end of my days. Much comes in day by day, by way of the enemy’s enticings and his pleadings, but the question is whether we are able to stand in our lot and whether we might have the divine voice, “go thy way until the end”. May the Lord help us in it, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Vancouver
18 August 2002 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 22:22-32 (JND) [22] And God's anger was kindled because he went; and the Angel of Jehovah set himself in the way to withstand him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two young men were with him. [23] And the ass saw the Angel of Jehovah standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand; and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field, and Balaam smote the ass to turn her into the way. [24] And the Angel of Jehovah stood in a hollow of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that side. [25] And the ass saw the Angel of Jehovah, and she pressed herself against the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall; and he smote her again. [26] Then the Angel of Jehovah went still further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. [27] And the ass saw the Angel of Jehovah, and lay down under Balaam; and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with his staff. [28] And Jehovah opened the mouth of the ass, and she said to Balaam, What have I done to thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times? [29] And Balaam said to the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a sword in my hand, for now would I kill thee! [30] And the ass said to Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine to this day? was I ever wont to do so to thee? And he said, No. [31] Then Jehovah opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the Angel of Jehovah standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand; and he bowed and prostrated himself on his face. [32] And the Angel of Jehovah said to him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, it was I who came forth to withstand thee, for the way [thou walkest in] is for ruin before me.

Acts 8:26-39 (JND) [26] But [the] angel of [the] Lord spoke to Philip, saying, Rise up and go southward on the way which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza: the same is desert. [27] And he rose up and went. And lo, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a man in power under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure, who had come to worship at Jerusalem, [28] was returning and sitting in his chariot: and he was reading the prophet Esaias. [29] And the Spirit said to Philip, Approach and join this chariot. [30] And Philip, running up, heard him reading the prophet Esaias, and said, Dost thou then know what thou art reading of? [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him. [32] And the passage of the scripture which he read was this: He was led as a sheep to slaughter, and as a lamb is dumb in presence of him that shears him, thus he opens not his mouth. [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other? [35] And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him. [36] And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised? [37] Not available …

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Jude 1:11 (JND) [11] Woe to them! because they have gone in the way of Cain, and given themselves up to the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

Numbers 31:8 (JND) [8] And they slew the kings of Midian, besides the others slain, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian; and Balaam the son of Beor they slew with the sword.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Ezekiel 4:12-15 (JND) [12] And thou shalt eat it [as] barley-cake, and thou shalt bake it in their sight with dung that cometh out of man. [13] And Jehovah said, So shall the children of Israel eat their bread unclean among the nations whither I will drive them. [14] Then said I, Ah, Lord Jehovah! behold, my soul hath not been defiled, and from my youth up even until now have I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or of that which is torn; neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth. [15] And he said unto me, See, I have given thee cow's dung for man's dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Psalms 22:3 (JND) [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

1 Corinthians 15:3 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures;

Genesis 3:19 (JND) [19] In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, until thou return to the ground: for out of it wast thou taken. For dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.



THE RELATIONSHIP OF HUSBAND AND WIFE

P. R. Parker 

Genesis 2: 23–25; 3: 1 (to “made”); Matthew 13: 44; Ephesians 5: 28–33 

The first scripture refers to the natural relationship of husband and wife. If it were not for what is said elsewhere we would perhaps not bring what is spiritual into that scripture. The Lord reinforces that in Matthew’s gospel in saying as to natural marriage, “from the beginning it was not thus” (Matthew 19: 8). What has been before us today has been simply that, as I understand it. That is, it has been the taking up of the natural relationship, which is according to God. I was impressed that the marriage vows of our brother and sister were concluded ‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’—so that we have in Colossians that whatever we do we are to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. That is, our lives are not divided up into departments; we have just one life; that is a Christian’s life. We are either Christians, or we are not. We are to be committed to the Lord like Paul, or Saul of Tarsus, was; one of the first things he said after he was smitten down was, “Lord”. So that whatever we do, we are to do it to the Lord and that involves our natural relationships, a man and his wife. 

Now you can see, and I think it is good for us to contemplate it, why the serpent moved so quickly. Paul says, “I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, so your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ”, 2 Corinthians 11: 3. Now I know he was referring specifically to the introduction of carnal things in the things of God, but the way that the devil got in in the beginning was in relation to the natural relationship. I think that it is an explanation for us, as to why the devil has been so busy in trying to spoil the natural relationship of man and wife. That is, this applies to every man and every woman in relation to marriage. 

It is not exactly a question as to whether they are Christians or not, it is a question of the relationship between man and wife which is of God. Any interference with that is contrary to God’s ordinance. God’s arrangement, what He has instituted in His wisdom. What flows out of it of course as we see, and as we often refer to it, is the greatness of what is spiritual, and the understanding of what is spiritual is a very precious thing. But there is a tendency with us to forget the responsibilities that we have here in all our relationships, which in themselves are not spiritual, but they are to be regulated by what is spiritual and they are to be regulated by our relations with the Lord. So whatever we do we are to do it in relation to the Lord. And so this is a very precious scripture in Genesis, and much has been said as to it. 

But then I would pass on to the one in Matthew as to the treasure. Our brother today has found a treasure; I do not say that he only found it today, but he is brought into the experience of it as he has not had before, and what is said here you will notice is a simile of what a man does. We take spiritual thoughts out of it and that is very good and right, but this is what any man ought to do when he finds a treasure like our brother has found. He finds it in the field and he hides it; it is not for display in the world, it is not for anybody else. Rebecca had these sensibilities of the bride—she covered herself; she was for Isaac. Isaac did not take her out for public display, she was in the tent and that is what our brother would do in relation to his affections for this sister. Well now, as doing that, it will open the way for the greatest things and the unveiling of God’s greatest thoughts. 

As to Ephesians, another interesting thing there which I notice is that Paul says, “This mystery is great”, and he is referring to what is natural. I am not saying that he is not referring to what is spiritual, but I think that if you look carefully at it you will see that it is what 

is natural. In the first scripture that I read you have the thought of the two becoming one flesh, that is, union. That is not that they agree over matters, and can say, ‘We have talked over this matter and we agree about it’, it is what we might say is instinctively responsive to any matter that comes up, that they have one mind; it is no longer two, no longer twain, it is one. It is a wonderful thing to prove in the ordinary natural relationship. I know the devil is against it and I do not think that I could find any who have not had some problems, but Aquila and Priscilla seemed to get on pretty well together and it shows what God’s mind is. 

That is the thought of union in the natural relationship. I do not say that it comes quickly necessarily, I do not say that I see it as merely physical, it is a relationship that involves that we instinctively, man and wife, think the same thing as matters proceed. It is of God. Our brother and sister would know little of it perhaps in their experience up till now but I would encourage them to think about it, to make way for it. So that this thought is in God’s mind right at the beginning of the Scriptures, the two were one flesh. Adam says that, “This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”. It is all of one and Paul says that this is a great mystery. 

I do not think that we, I might say separately, can understand the relationship between another couple fully; they are really the only ones that understand it because of what he says. 

But it is something very precious to be entered upon and I think if we consider it we will see how it works in its preciousness. A man and his wife as they are subject to the Lord and moving here in the sphere of testimony can prove the blessedness of this relationship. But then of course Paul is going on to the great matter; he says, “but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. Now that is a very interesting connection. That is, that it is all one matter, and the rightness of our relationships here will always lead on to God’s greatest thoughts. He speaks about a man loving his wife, about how she would be in relation to him, but then he is leading on to that which goes into eternity; the natural relationship does not go through. 

Word at a marriage, Adelaide
16 November 1991

 


Scripture references

Genesis 2:23-25 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man. [24] Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. [25] And they were both naked, Man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Matthew 13:44 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field.

Ephesians 5:28-33 (JND) [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.] [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly. [33] But *ye* also, every one of you, let each so love his own wife as himself; but as to the wife [I speak] that she may fear the husband.

Matthew 19:8 (JND) [8] He says to them, Moses, in view of your hardheartedness, allowed you to put away your wives; but from the beginning it was not thus.

2 Corinthians 11:3 (JND) [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.



EXTRACT

There are times of conflict with the enemy, even “in your land”; it speaks of an invasion of divine territory, an inroad of the foe. At such times “ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets”. In times of conflict our being remembered and saved is not by reason of our valiant fighting; it depends on the priestly alarm which regards the matter in its true character before God, and calls in His power. There will be no true spiritual conflict apart from the conviction that there is something at stake which is of God, and which He can and will defend. Spiritual persons discern in it an effort of the enemy, and realise that it is an oppression which has to be met by the power of God. Power comes in when opposition to what is of God is regarded as a work of the enemy. Nothing more falsifies the conflicts of the testimony than to regard them as mere disputes and differences between men who cannot agree. Satan would like the people of God to so regard them. But to “blow an alarm” before God signifies that His attention is called to it as something directly hostile to His interests, and to the peace and prosperity of His people; something is at stake which is of value to Him. 

God hears the silver trumpets; He has given them to His priests that He might hear them on such occasions. He will remember and save His people. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Numbers’, pp.129, 130) 
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