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“THAT WORLD, AND THE RESURRECTION”

J. A. Gardiner 

Luke 20: 34–38; Exodus 3: 1–6; Psalm 90: 10–12 

There is another world—how thankful we are for that! The Lord Jesus in this section in Luke’s gospel speaks of it as “that world, and the resurrection from among the dead”. It is very comforting to know that our beloved brother is in relation to that world, living to God. It is a great comfort to know that God is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him. We are in the presence of death, and it is a time of great sorrow; it is a time of proving the sympathy and support of the Lord Jesus, and I am sure we are doing that. He would come into these scriptures and comfort our hearts and assure us as to what He has in mind—“that world, and the resurrection from among the dead”. 

There are persons in this chapter in Luke who bring out the infidelity of the mind of man, who reason naturally and who can see no further than themselves. But faith counts on God and believes in God. It is related to God’s world, and faith proves that God’s word is true. 

Our beloved brother proved that in his pathway here. He proved divine support, proved through his illness that whilst the bush in that sense burned with fire it was not consumed. How wonderful that is—how wonderful the work of God is. Our brother was consciously related to God, the God of the living. Think of the Lord Jesus saying this after all the years that Abraham and Isaac and Jacob had been dead—hundreds of years—yet the Lord Jesus is speaking to these Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection and who completely discredited the word of God, and He says, “But that the dead rise, even Moses showed in the section of the bush, when he called the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob; but he is not God of the dead but of the living; for all live for him”, Luke 20: 37. How wonderful that is! 

Our brother is in a state of eternal bliss. He knows the ecstasy and the blessedness of that position in the presence of Christ. We are about to bury his body, but he himself in his spirit is with Christ. The Lord Jesus said to the thief, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”, Luke 23: 43. What a blessed change from the sufferings that our brother has gone through, to be consciously in the full joy and the full gain and the full blessedness of the love of Christ. 

Dear friends, we are in the presence of a great sight. Moses turned aside to see a great sight. We have been privileged to witness a great sight—a Christian superior to all the problems, pressures and difficulties because he was consciously supported by Christ. How wonderful that is! There was nothing unusual about a bush burning in the wilderness—because of the heat they would go up very fast and be consumed, but the marvel is that this bush which Moses saw was not consumed. It is a reference to the saints of God under His hand in discipline and pressure as God forms Christ in them. They are not consumed; they are able to sustain it. How our brother sustained the heat. He gave glory to God as he went through his sufferings. How faithfully he testified of his Saviour right up to the very last moments of his consciousness, testifying as to the blood of Christ. That is marvellous—the bush was not consumed. 

We are on holy ground here; we would do well to, be like Moses and take our sandals off our feet; let us be fully conscious that we are on holy ground. We are in the presence of God, in the presence of the Lord’s actings in grace and in discipline. His hand is upon us and we seek to get the gain of that. We should behold this great sight, turn aside to see, give our minds to it, and give thought to it. We should seek the Lord’s presence as to it to get gain and profit from the exercise. May there be growth and fruitfulness with each one of us in the desire of our hearts as we seek to work out in the presence of Christ what He is saying, to us as a result of what has taken place amongst us. 

We turn now to Psalm 90. Moses would think about that bush because it represents the history of the children of Israel in the wilderness. It represents God’s dealings with them and His ways with them, bringing out the goodwill of Him who dwelt in the bush (Deuteronomy 33: 16). In this scripture God has come into the history of a soul who appreciates the skill and the wisdom of God and the way that He has moved to sustain His people. God has maintained and will maintain rightly everything that relates to His attributes amongst us here. He maintains the standard of holiness. Moses says here that “The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away”. That all refers to the natural world; it does not refer to “that world, and the resurrection from among the dead”. We should keep that before us, beloved. We should be studious and earnest in our desire to be counted worthy of “that world, and the resurrection from among the dead”. That worthiness does not come about naturally. No man can gain access to “that world, and the resurrection from among the dead” by any natural prowess or natural acquisition. It comes about through faith in Christ. It comes about through accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour. It comes about through accepting and being conscious that in the sight of God we are sinners, lost sinners. 

But it comes about through the light of God coming into our souls, that His beloved Son has come and has been made sin for us. We have to do with God about our sins. He presents to us a Saviour. How wonderful that is! The blood of Jesus, as our brother testified to it, is still available to us so that we can come under its shelter. We can come under the shelter of the atoning blood. 

That is a feature of moral worth. God acclaims that; He accredits that. Somebody humbles himself, or herself, before God in the acknowledgement of their sinnership and God says that is worthy; thus that person comes under the shelter of the blood of Christ. He would have us all come under the shelter of the blood of Christ, so great is the love of God which He commends to us. Think of God in the greatness of His love seeking, as one has said, to ingratiate Himself with us so that we should really know that His desire and His love are towards us. Is it nor marvellous that He is ready to bring us under the shelter of the Saviour’s blood? 

Moses is thinking about us in this passage in the Psalms, even though you are seventy; that is, you might say, the official time limit. Our brother did not reach that. The work of God was mature in him long before that time. Moses says, even if you go on to eighty the natural line is still the same. We should therefore be concerned that we are counted worthy, we should be concerned that there is that about us that is worthy of resurrection. So Moses goes on to say, “Teach us to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart”. It is wonderful that we can acquire a wise heart. A clean heart, a pure heart, is a creation of God; but as we are concerned about our days—this day, the next day, and the day after that—we are to acquire a wise heart. Then we become serviceable to God in relation to His great system. 

The divine system is here in function. That is wonderful to people who are wise-hearted because they are able to help it forward; they are able to contribute conditions; contribute substance, contribute wealth, for the divine abode in such a way that God can dwell there. 

You read of wise-hearted persons (Exodus 36: 1), persons that can see that this world can offer them nothing. But God has another world. These wise-hearted people are bringing wealth, and material, they are gathering substance that will go right through into resurrection. 

Is it not marvellous, beloved friends and brethren, that there is substance here that will be displayed in a time to come? 

May we be helped and encouraged. May our beloved sister be encouraged and may we all be encouraged to find comfort in the word of God. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all live for Him. 

 


Scripture references

Luke 20:34-38 (JND) [34] And Jesus said to them, The sons of this world marry and are given in marriage, [35] but they who are counted worthy to have part in that world, and the resurrection from among [the] dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; [36] for neither can they die any more, for they are equal to angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. [37] But that the dead rise, even Moses shewed in [the section of] the bush, when he called [the] Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob; [38] but he is not God of [the] dead but of [the] living; for all live for him.

Exodus 3:1-6 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. [5] And he said, Draw not nigh hither: loose thy sandals from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. [6] And he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God.

Psalms 90:10-12 (JND) [10] The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. [11] Who knoweth the power of thine anger? and thy wrath according to the fear of thee? [12] So teach [us] to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart.

Luke 20:37 (JND) [37] But that the dead rise, even Moses shewed in [the section of] the bush, when he called [the] Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob;

Luke 23:43 (JND) [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

Deuteronomy 33:16 (JND) [16] And by the precious things of the earth and the fulness thereof. And let the good will of him that dwelt in the bush Come upon the head of Joseph, Upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren.

Exodus 36:1 (JND) [1] Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every man that was wise-hearted, in whom Jehovah had put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work of the service of the sanctuary according to all that Jehovah had commanded.



CHRIST’S DAYS, AND OURS

J. Lovie 

Psalm 102: 23–27 

I am moved to read these verses because our brother’s days were shortened. He did not reach the span which the ministry of Moses allows (Psalm 90: 10), and in that sense he was really cut off in the midst of his days. What has entered into his life involves completion and fulness. The 

work of God began early and is now completed. It has been here in obscurity as far as this world is concerned. The day is soon coming when it will be displayed. When God begins a work in the soul of a believer, He completes it unto Jesus Christ’s day (Philippians 1: 6). The work that God has wrought in the soul of our brother will shine, and when Christ comes out in manifestation our brother, as of the assembly, will come out with Him in glory. That will be the day of display. 

God’s work has gone on here sufferingly, in patience and committal—a representation, I believe, of what God is looking for in the soul of the believer, that is, committal to God’s interests and support of them day by day, month by month, year by year. These are the things that shine in relation to the completion of God’s work in our souls, and development in the divine nature. Be assured that if He has begun a work in your heart He will complete it unto that day, that is the day when Christ will be publicly manifested and every feature of His work in the saints will shine for His glory. 

In this, one of the salient suffering psalms, we get the feelings of Christ in manhood and the sense in which He loved His days. Every day of the life of Jesus was filled for the will of God. This comes home to us forcibly at a meeting such as this, promoting a fresh desire that we should be energised to fill our days for the will of God. Peter reminds us of that when he says, “no longer to live the rest of his time in the flesh to men’s lusts, but to God’s will”, 1 Peter 4: 1. What a privilege, what an opportunity, for those who are young and just beginning their Christian path. What an opportunity even for those of us who are older, into whose time perhaps many misspent days have entered, to make a fresh committal—the rest of our time for the will of God. 

“He weakened my strength in the way”. Think of the Lord Jesus in manhood here feeling what this involved. Think of Him “being wearied with the way he had come” at Sychar’s well, and yet available to one woman. He is available to you here today if you do not know Him and if you do not yet have a link with Him by faith. The Lord is serving, and would serve you personally, so that you might come to know Him, come to know Him as the Saviour of the world, as the Revealer of secrets (see Genesis 41: 45). The Lord would serve so that you come to have a link with Him for yourself. 

“He shortened my days”. How precious those thirty-three and a half years—three and a half years of public service, eighteen years of hidden life, and before that His boyhood up to the age of twelve showing His committal to the Father’s business (see Luke 2: 49). In that hidden life there was what was so pleasurable to heaven. Consider Him beginning His day, each day, 

“He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isaiah 50: 4. Mark’s gospel shows He was engaged in communion long before the sun was up (Mark 1: 35). After the sun had gone down they were bringing all kinds of needy persons to Him and He was available to them (Mark 1: 32). Not only was He meeting the needs of humanity but affording such pleasure to God. John’s gospel gives us the value of the burnt-offering for the pleasure of God, a Man in whom His pleasure centred every day—a path and a life that were filled for the glory and pleasure of God. One is reminded of Abel’s offering; it speaks of fatness, of the firstlings of the flock and the fat—in type the excellence of Jesus and the excellence of that life. Noah’s offering speaks of the cleanness of that life; Noah took of every clean animal, speaking of the moral purity of the life of Jesus. Thirty-three and a half years, day by day, every day, for the pleasure of God. The burnt-offering in relation to Isaac is the side of affection, the Father and Son going on together in intimacy. Christ accepting all that His place in manhood involved in obedience, having come into the position to which obedience applies and going on in the devotion of love and service. 

“My God, take me not away in the Midst of my days!” The Lord felt His days being shortened. Immediately the divine answer comes, “Thy years are from generation to generation”. What a touch as to the Deity of the One who was here in manhood. God Himself had come within the creature’s range in Jesus, in lowliness. He had come down in relation to the needs of humanity. His days being shortened, yet ministering comfort to everyone in need. He would minister comfort to our dear sister, the family, and all of us today. Every one of us should experience comfort because the One of whom we are speaking is the Same. He is not bounded by generations; He is not bounded by dispensations, He is the Same. Deity enters into this title—“But thou art the Same, and thy years shall have no end”. Yet the One who is the Same came down here into self-imposed conditions of limitation, into manhood, and His days were cut off at thirty-three years and a half. 

I commend this to myself and to all our hearts, dear brethren, that we should value time in view of what it will yield for God. May our days be fuller and richer in the sense of what they can afford for God and thus remind Him somewhat of what He had here in Christ. 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 102:23-27 (JND) [23] He weakened my strength in the way, he shortened my days. [24] I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days! Thy years are from generation to generation. [25] Of old hast thou founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy hands: [26] *They* shall perish, but *thou* continuest; and all of them shall grow old as a garment: as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed. [27] But thou art the Same, and thy years shall have no end.

Psalms 90:10 (JND) [10] The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

1 Peter 4:1 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin,

Genesis 41:45 (JND) [45] And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah, and gave him as wife Asnath the daughter of Potipherah the priest in On. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Mark 1:35 (JND) [35] And rising in the morning long before day, he went out and went away into a desert place, and there prayed.

Mark 1:32 (JND) [32] But evening being come, when the sun had gone down, they brought to him all that were suffering, and those possessed by demons;



THE LORD’S PERSONAL INTEREST AND LOVE

J. Renton 

Luke 24: 15; John 11: 3 

I recall that our brother whom the Lord has just taken read this verse in Luke 24 in very similar circumstances not so long ago. He pointed out that the conversing and reasoning of the two persons in this chapter were because they were bereaved and somewhat bewildered, and he suggested that there might be reasoning with some regarding why the Lord had taken to Himself a brother devoted to Him and His work, whom we would have thought was much needed; but he emphasized that “Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them”. I desire to add now that these two persons who were bereaved and somewhat bewildered were the subjects of the personal interest of the Lord Jesus; “Jesus himself drawing night, went with them”. 

Not only were these persons the subjects of the Lord’s personal interest, but the Lord desired that they should be conscious of being the subjects of His own personal interest. It is a great comfort, dear friends, to be conscious of the personal interest of One so great as our Lord Jesus Christ. Those who believe on Him are the subjects of the personal interest of “Jesus himself”. From verse 18 to verse 24 the Lord listened to them as they poured out their feelings to Him. What they said was somewhat mixed, but the Lord listened to them, “went with them”. Because they were the subjects of His own personal interest, Jesus Himself listened. Then in verses 25, 26 and 27, they listened to Him. The Lord will listen to us. He will enter into our inmost feelings about things, and then He has something to say, and there is comfort in listening to Him. 

Among other things, He “interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24: 27). The comfort is in the things concerning Himself. What is natural ends in death. Links so precious, which are of God, end in death, nevermore to be taken up again; but there is comfort in listening to the things concerning Himself. Jesus Himself is the antecedent in all these verses which follow, Jesus Himself, in the intimacy which He would desire to have with each one of us. 

So at this moment we can think of those who sorrow most and we can say that they are the subjects of the Lord’s own personal interest. Our brother was the subject of the Lord’s own personal interest; not only was but is. His interest in our brother goes on into eternity; it never ceases. It is because of His interest in him that He has taken him to be with Himself. 

Now in John 11 there was a family who were the subjects of the Lord’s own personal love and these persons were conscious of being loved by Him. There is nothing more comforting, dear friends, than to realize that we are the subjects of the Lord’s own personal affection. 

Lazarus was sick and his sisters sent to the Lord saying, “Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick”. They knew Him and trusted Him, and they could count on His personal love. How John writes these verses is very interesting—“There was a certain man sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick” (John 11: 1, 2). But then in verse 5 it says, “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus”. Each one was the subject of the Lord’s own, personal affection. Mary is mentioned first and she is commended for what she did outstandingly in response to the Lord Jesus personally; but in verse 5. Martha is mentioned first. They sent to the Lord, saying, “he whom thou lovest is sick”. I commend especially to those who sorrow most at this time that there is blessed comfort in knowing that each is the subject of the Lord’s own personal affection. 

The apostle Paul could speak of One who had loved him and had given Himself for him, and we who trust in our Lord Jesus and His finished work can all take that ground. I need not say that our brother was loved and was no doubt conscious of being the subject of the Lord’s own personal affection. If there was one thing that marked our brother it is that he was loved. He had a place in our hearts. The very fact that so many are here today would be a witness to the fact that he was much loved by those who knew him; but he was loved most of all—and is loved most of all—by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. May the sense of being the subjects of the Lord’s own personal interest, and the sense of being the subjects of the Lord’s own personal love, comfort every heart. 

Words at the burial of M. B. Thompson, Aberdeen
23 March 1983 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:15 (JND) [15] And it came to pass as they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them;

John 11:3 (JND) [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 24:27 (JND) [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:1-2 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.



“LOOKING TOWARDS THE GOAL”

J. Gaskin 

1 Corinthians 9: 24–27; Hebrews 12: 1, 2; Philippians 3: 8–14; 2 Timothy 4: 6–8 

I was thinking of the goal, beloved; we have been singing about it. ‘Faith’s eyes are on the goal’, the beloved hymn-writer has said (Hymn 228). I do not think we know who it was who wrote the hymn. It may well have been Mr. Darby. His eyes were on the goal, and the beloved apostle’s eye was on the goal. I thought the Lord might encourage us to fix our eyes more on what is lying before us. Of course, it would involve this matter of having Christ for our gain. It would involve, I suppose, all that God has in His purpose for everyone who loves the Lord Jesus Christ, everyone who has been redeemed by His precious blood. Every blood-bought saint has a great, glorious purpose in view, and faith’s eye is to be on the goal. What an athlete the apostle was! a spiritual athlete; he was one who could run the race. I do not know how many of us here have ever run races, but if you are going to run a long distance you do not start off at a high speed. We are to run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking steadfastly on Jesus. It is a good thing to be able to go on quietly and steadily in the, pathway of faith. I think the Lord would encourage our hearts to do that. Mr. Darby, as you know, was unknown and yet well known. 

That is what the Lord would have, I believe; all these exercises through which the beloved saints have passed are in view of leaving this world behind and having a greater link with that world of which the Lord spoke. 

So here is a man who is prepared to run in the race-course. It does not mean that all may not receive the prize. It says, “but one receives the prize”, but that is how you run, how you set your mind to it, that there is something to be gained, some great matter in view. I think perhaps we should be more concerned to run in this way, “everyone that contends for a prize is temperate in all things”. It would be a word to some of us as to how far we can say we are 

“temperate in all things”, 

not stretching out too much in one direction or another, but just here in a simple way as believers on the Lord Jesus Christ. I think this simplicity, the blessed simplicity of the Christ, is something to be really concerned about and coveted. We may say with great reverence, how blessedly simple that wonderful Saviour of ours was when He was here on earth. He did not make any pretence. He did not come into very wealthy circumstances, indeed we are often reminded that He had to ask to be shown a denarius. The Lord was not here in the favourable circumstances with which God has blessed us, but going about as “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief”, having nowhere to lay His head. Yet He owned everything. He was the Lord of glory, everything was made by His hands. He came into the world which He had made, “and the world knew him not. He came to his own, and his own received him not”. How touching to the heart, beloved, that that blessed Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour, was the rejected One! 

So it comes to us now that we should be “temperate in all things”. It says they run “that they may receive a corruptible crown “. I understand it was a crown of laurel leaves with which they crowned the victor in the race. Of course, it was all right for a day or two, but then they hung it up, I suppose, at home as a kind of tribute to what they had done, and it just faded away. “They may receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible”. Think of what God has in mind—an incorruptible and unfading inheritance, reserved in the heavens for us. Peter speaks of the amaranthine crown, “the unfading crown of glory” (see 1 Peter 5: 4). What glorious things God has in mind for all those who love Him, and He would encourage our hearts that we might be reaching out today, reaching out indeed in the little time the Lord leaves us here, if it is His will, running the race that is set 

before us, “looking stedfastly on Jesus”. 

Paul says he does not run uncertainly; he is not just “beating the air”. It happens in the world, you know. Politicians make all kinds of promises and speeches, and all of it is something of a vapour because no one knows what they can effect even if they get put into power. It is a sad and empty thing in this world that people make great and wonderful promises, and often it just comes to nothing, the whole thing falls down. “They may receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible”. So Paul says he buffets his body. That is quite a word to many of us as to being “temperate in all things”. May the Lord help us that we may practically face up to these exercises, so that there is something more for Himself. 

I think it is very touching when we come to Hebrews 12 how the apostle speaks there of the race. He brings in this beautiful touch as to Jesus—“looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”. We may say with reverence, beloved, that Jesus set the whole matter on. 

It could not have been set on by anyone else. Many things that have been for the general benefit of mankind, such as certain institutions which are of God, have resulted from the incoming of Christianity. They would not have been there otherwise, and yet how much more precious the spiritual side of things, “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”. Then think of what it cost Him, and how He looked on to the joy that was lying before Him. I believe it means that He was looking on to the assembly. Our brother was speaking just now of how Rebecca was brought to Isaac. Isaac’s whole desire and longing and outlook related to her. Christ has sought one who could share those longings with Him. As the hymn says, ‘We Thy longings know, and willingly respond’ (Hymn 381)—for she is the one who really understands the heart of Christ. It is a very precious thing into which to be brought. 

It says, “He endured the cross, having despised the shame”. How much it meant to Jesus, beloved! How much do we really come into the understanding of it, what it really was to the soul of that blessed Man? He felt things most deeply; He had those feelings as a Man here, His longings, His desires as to all the things for which He was looking, and yet the shame and reproach meant so much to Him. Think of what they did to Jesus, how they reproached Him, how they spat in His blessed face, covered His face and buffeted Him, and mocked Him. 

These things are very real. Some of us have known just a little bit of reproach, a very little indeed; but compared with what Jesus suffered, beloved brethren, we do not know anything about reproach and shame. Some of us are very much affected by what people think about us. 

Well, let us look on to the goal a little more. Let us look on, as the blessed Lord Jesus could do, to “the joy lying before him”. Think of the compensation! How worthy He is to receive that compensation! I think as our hearts are set more on the goal there will be a greater Outpouring of what is just to satisfy His own blessed longings. It says, “who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”. Glorious, worthy Saviour, there at God’s right hand! Well, let us “run with endurance”. It is not ‘walk’, you note. Walk with God indeed, but here it is something a little bit more vigorous than walking, a little more stretching out than walking. 

That is a very fine passage in Philippians as to how the apostle is stretching out. If you have ever run in a race like that it is the last little bit that matters, as you come round for the last lap, 

then it means you have really to increase the pace. I believe, in one way, as we come round, I speak figuratively, to this last lap the Lord would look to our increasing the pace. Paul says, 

“but one thing—forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. It is a marvellous thing that God has Himself called us, “the calling on high of God”. What a scene it is to which we are called, beloved! What things there are that God has in reserve for those that love Him! Yet the blessed Spirit of God is delighting to make them preciously known to us even now, so that as we stretch out, as we pursue, as we go on towards the goal, we have some greater impression of what they really mean. It is the earnest of the Spirit, as though He would make what is soon to be our eternal portion a very real and present matter with us. We come into the present enjoyment of it, and I believe one of the greatest things is that the Spirit would make Jesus Himself more precious to our hearts so that we really come to know the One whom we love, the One who has given His all for us, the One who is looking for some response from our hearts now. 

Paul says, “I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”. One man did it, did he not? The apostle, in a way, sets the pace. If you have ever trained on a race track, the way you train is to get somebody to set the pace for you, and they go round with you. They are not going to race, but they give you the pace, so that you are quickened at the right time, and you keep going. The apostle Paul is the one, we may say simply, who has set the pace for us. He himself stretched out, he pursued, he looked on to the goal. He had all this before him, he had Christ before him; he says, “that I may gain Christ”, or ‘have Christ for my gain’. 

Think of the things he gave up—a Pharisee of the Pharisees, I suppose possibly one of the greatest persons at that time in the Jewish hierarchy. He had been more keen and more anxious than any of them, more ready to carry out what he then believed was God’s will for him, a man who must have been very well taught from a Jewish standpoint, and yet all that he gives up. He gives up everything of which he thought anything; “of the race of Israel? of the tribe of Benjamin, Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, persecuting the assembly; as to righteousness which is in the law, found blameless”. So you might say from a natural standpoint there is a perfect kind of man here. But then, you see, all that was of no account when he had Christ. 

O, beloved, that we might really have a deeper desire in our hearts really to have Christ for our gain! How precious it is that God has not given us just merely a system of things, but a glorious, living Person who is the whole expression of what God is in Himself, the One in whom we shall see all that God is expressed to us eternally, for it is in Jesus we shall see all these things in the coming day. Yet we can have the real understanding and appreciation and blessedness of it at this present time, as we have Christ for our gain. Paul is stretching out. I feel the pace is being quickened. May we be found as those who are pressing on, and as he says, pursuing, “looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. 

In 2 Timothy 4 the apostle presents to us somebody who is finishing the course, getting to the end—“I am already being poured out”, he says, “and the time of my release is come”. How beautiful that is! He was facing martyrdom, I suppose, and looking to the moment when his earthly course would be run, but what he says is, “the time of my release is come”—a very beautiful way to be found. Peter, about to suffer for the Lord’s sake, speaks of “the putting off of my tabernacle”. How these beloved men looked on to the end of the journey! Something was in their hearts as to being in Christ’s presence, having Christ for their gain. So Paul says, “I am already being poured out”, a kind of sacrifice, or libation. Think of the life of every saint being precious to the Lord Jesus. We have seen, as some of our beloved brethren have been taken, that they were being poured out, something precious to the heart of God being poured out as a libation. I just think of our brother local with us in Aberdeen who was taken recently, how at the end he came out gloriously triumphant. He could say, ‘As to this body in which I am, it is finished with now’. He was looking on to the glory. 

Well, beloved, let us be pressing on, pressing on to the goal that is before us. Paul says, “I am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. I have combated the good combat”. It would be a great thing if in all the little combats, in all the little trials, in all the little things which come up, we really had Christ in view so that we ‘combat the good combat’. Sometimes the combats into which we enter are not the good combat; some things about which we get very concerned we could just leave with the Lord. Things that loom so large sometimes, maybe it is all just some personal matter that could simply be dropped, because who are we anyway? Paul says, “I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race”. He had been striving to get there, he was pursuing towards the goal, and now he says, “I have finished the race”. Paul has finished the race, he has kept the faith. What a thing that is to say and he is saying it in simplicity; he is not boasting, he is just saying that in the power of the Spirit God has brought him 

through and he has come to the end of this race in which he has been stretching out to gain Christ. 

Well, beloved, let us be like the apostle, let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus. How wonderful that is! We do not have to wait to get Jesus, so to speak. 

He is present and we can gain Christ now. Looking on Jesus you can get that fresh impression of all the glories that are there, and that fresh impetus to be found pursuing, to the end that we may reach the goal, “the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. May it be so with every one of us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Cardiff
21 May 1983 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (JND) [24] Know ye not that they who run in [the] race-course run all, but one receives the prize? Thus run in order that ye may obtain. [25] But every one that contends [for a prize] is temperate in all things: *they* then indeed that they may receive a corruptible crown, but *we* an incorruptible. [26] *I* therefore thus run, as not uncertainly; so I combat, as not beating the air. [27] But I buffet my body, and lead it captive, lest [after] having preached to others I should be myself rejected.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Philippians 3:8-14 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (JND) [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

1 Peter 5:4 (JND) [4] And when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …



THE UNEQUAL YOKE

F. S. Marsh 

With a deep impression of the dishonour to the name of God, of the sorrow of heart caused to His people and the sad reaping which must inevitably follow departure from one of the plainest principles in the word of God, this affectionate appeal is made. The unmistakable injunction is, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers—for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?” 

The sad consequences of entering into an unequal yoke can invariably be traced to some apparently insignificant beginning. In an unwatchful moment—even in a short interview—there may be the beginning of an acquaintanceship which the Lord cannot approve, but even if commenced it is less difficult 

to break off that friendship, at the outset before it is too strong, or to refuse to continue it at a point when it can be honourably ended. Be watchful therefore of the small beginnings; be sure you have the Lord’s approval before you allow yourself to be committed to such a friendship, for “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” 

Consider that ship on the sandbanks; she is only just on the edge, close to the deep water channel, yet she has become a wreck. There was a moment when she deviated ever so slightly from the straight course. This was quite imperceptible at first, but gradually the deviation became apparent to those who were watching so anxiously, knowing the presence of dangerous sands. Then came the disaster, for she struck the sandbank. Even then had a strong tow-line been available she might have been saved, but there was none. 

Now let us review the course of one who has made shipwreck of his life here as a Christian. 

He was once in the deep water channel, bidding fair for a successful and safe voyage, but on one sad day he deviated, ever so little, from the straight course. It was only the unpremeditated meeting with an acquaintance, but she was unconverted and he a believer in Jesus. He was slightly attracted, and she was quick to observe this. Gradually the acquaintance ripened into a friendship, though he promised himself it would go no farther. He tried to persuade himself and his fellow Christians, who were anxiously watching, that he was only trying to help her in eternal matters, but in reality he knew it to be a false step towards an unequal yoke. It would have been easy even then to have broken it off and to have resumed the right course. God would have helped him and given him a companion of like precious faith with interests similar to his own, who would have become a true yoke-fellow; but the 

voice of conscience was stifled; the plain and definite injunction of the word, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers”, was ignored; and the companionship deepened into an engagement. The influence of the one who loved not our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity soon told its sad tale. The word of God was neglected, for it made him uneasy; his prayers became cold and formal; he avoided his fellow Christians, for they evidently were not in sympathy with him. 

The deviation became more apparent, until at last the disaster came—an unholy marriage; the unequal yoke was formed. There is no need to enlarge upon the sad, sad sequel; it is only too well known, for “God is not mocked—for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap”. 

Then consider the sorrowful path of the young believer who responded so light-heartedly to the attentions of the attractive but unconverted young man. She endeavoured to stifle her conscience by hoping that she might be the means of his conversion, but she overlooked the word that “the friendship of the world is enmity with God”, and forgot that the first consideration of one who loves Christ is to be faithful to Him and to act in obedience to His word. Against all the pleadings of her parents and Christian friends, she continued the friendship and was eventually married, though he was still an unbeliever. Now she has proved that it was the greatest mistake of her life, though it cannot be retracted. 

* * * *

 But this is written for those who, though in danger, have not yet passed the point of comparatively easy recovery. The appeal is made, and the warning is given, while the deviation is yet small, that you may be delivered from the wrong course and brought back into the straight channel by the goodness of God. It may be asked, By what power can one who has to face such a great temptation be preserved or recovered? 

The only answer is, The power of the love of Christ. Under the constraining influence of that love your reply will be, ‘For His sake who loved me and gave Himself for me, and by His power I must refuse the unequal yoke’. Not that you have strength in yourself, but “the Lord is at hand” (He is close by you), and it is still true that “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”. 

Peter was walking on the water to go to Jesus when he saw the wind boisterous and was afraid. He took his eye off Jesus and, beginning to sink, he cried saying, “Lord, save me”. Do you feel that the temptation, the natural affection, is too strong for you? Your only resource is to cry, “Lord, save me”. Immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand and caught him. That hand is stretched out still. It is the all-powerful hand of the Son of God. It will support you even when to nature the position is impossible. It is the hand of our great High Priest, who is 

“able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him” (Hebrews 7: 25). The opportunity is yours now; the breach is widening and the recovery will become more difficult every day you go on, “Let not thine heart decline to her ways; go not astray in her paths” 

(Proverbs 7: 25). 

Let the appeal of the love of Christ affect you before you are shipwrecked as to your Christian path and testimony, for He says, “Call upon me in the day of trouble—I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” (Psalm 50: 15). 

From “Goodly Words”, 1929 

(Quotations are from the Authorised Version) 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 7:25 (JND) [25] Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them.

Proverbs 7:25 (JND) [25] Let not thy heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths:

Psalms 50:15 (JND) [15] And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.



MUSINGS

TRAVEL LIKE THE BEE Travel is becoming more and more common. Young people can visit places which their parents had little opportunity of going to when they were young. 

While this can be a blessing, it is also quite a responsibility. As loving the Lord we would want everything we do to be related to Him and His people. If we go to visit some other place we represent something in our spirit, outlook, and manner of life. That will have either a good or an adverse effect on those we visit. So it is something we should ask ourselves—What do we represent? There will be something positive and helpful to those we meet if there is some expression in us of a normal Christian life and walk. But if we express what is just natural, earthly, or worldly—or what is half-hearted in committal—then the effect will be unhelpful or damaging. 

Let us travel as the bee does. His business is to go from flower to flower. At each he gathers pollen and nectar to take back to the hive for use as food. At the same time at each ‘call’ some of the pollen rubs off to fertilise the flower. May our visits be of that kind—to draw on the spiritual wealth which is in the saints, and also that something may ‘rub off’ for the cheer and blessing of others. Then our journeys will really be worthwhile—pleasing to the Lord, profitable to the saints, and certainly enjoyable to us. 

FCM
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