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TRAVAIL AND ITS FRUIT

E. C. Muggleton 

Galatians 4: 18, 19; 1 Chronicles 4: 9, 10; Isaiah 66: 8, 9 

We had a word on Lord’s day about travail, quoting from chapter 53 of this prophet Isaiah, that the Lord would see of the fruit of the travail of His soul, and would be satisfied. As far as I can see from Scripture fruit is brought about as a result of travail. We must all have an ideal. 

God’s ideal, of course, is Christ, the Man of the gospels; that is the divine ideal. We study the four gospels and we get an impression of God’s ideal in that glorious Man. Everything is perfect in Jesus. I think that God would have us always to think about that, to feed upon Christ as His ideal, a Man approved of God. There is no other man that has been approved of God. Every other man has been rejected, and terminated by God in the death of Christ. God has one Man before Him, the second Man out of heaven. Adam was never God’s ideal, though it is said that he was a figure of Him who was to come. But he was not God’s ideal. God’s ideal has never failed; there was never any thought of failure, or imperfection, with Jesus. He was perfect and holy. 

So I am exercised, dear brethren, and I think all of us are, that we have occasions when there is not the liberty that we would like to have; there is a certain heaviness, and the Spirit of God is not so free with us. We have had occasions like that and I think it calls for some exercise with us. In Galatians Paul is the mother. It is not exactly that he is the father; he was that, as we know, but he was a mother, and what is needed at the present time is the maternal side. It is to be seen in formation in the saints, and that is something that requires exercise, toil, and pain too. I wonder sometimes how much we are prepared to go through this process of pain. You see, when a child is born a mother goes through a time of travail, but she goes through more travail after the child is born than she did at first. 

I think we can see that working out with the apostle in Galatians. He speaks of them as “my children” and he says, “of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you”. The answer to much that has come in amongst us as to worldliness is the Man who is before God. I think that ideal is to be seen formed in the saints. It is not only objective; it is to be formed. Christ is to be formed in the saints. So Paul had to travail. He says, “again”, and he speaks of them as “my children”. They were his children, but he is travailing again so that Christ might be formed in them. What pain Paul must have had in regard to those in Galatia. He went through a period of pain and travail in order that Christ might be formed in them. 

That is what God is looking for, and I think He is raising the exercise with us at the present time. You will remember Hezekiah had to say, “the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth”, 2 Kings 19: 3. It is not only that we need to travail, to take up the exercise, but we need power, beloved brethren, to bring forth. So I think we can see in Hezekiah that he must have gone through a good deal of exercise as he speaks about prayer for the remnant. We are in such times, and we need to see, I think, that in all our localities the feature of the mother is really with us. 

The mother has so much to do with the bringing up of the child, and she has an ideal too. Paul had an ideal. His ideal among the Galatians was that Christ should be formed in them. I do not think that is brought about without real exercise and pain, and Paul went through that. He was a true mother in that sense, the true maternal feature was there. As we think of Jerusalem above, she is our mother; how beautiful that is! The mother “which is now” is what is represented in Christendom today. She is in bondage with her children. But God’s great thought of Jerusalem is that she is in liberty. She is the assembly, a heavenly vessel. So that is our mother today, the Jerusalem above. Well, are the true characteristics of the Jerusalem above found with us? What exercises this raises with us. We speak sometimes about worldliness, and our behaviour, that kind of thing which we have to face, but I think what is required is the travailing and the power to bring forth so that there is something substantial in the saints, an answer to God’s ideal, that is, Christ really formed in the saints. 

So I read about Jabez. His mother bore him with pain. Are we going through pain, dear brethren? It is not only that the children are there, but are they being brought forth? Is Christ really being formed? I think that is what God is looking for. The Lord saw the fruit of the travail of His soul. He saw it in the seed, those who were characteristically of His order. And so the mother of Jabez went through this pain. She bore Jabez with pain. That is a remarkable thing, showing that the maternal side is necessary if there is to be the bringing forth. She called his name Jabez “saying, Because I bore him with pain”. Paul went through that pain with the Galatians, and there was something brought forth. When he referred to “the Israel of God” he spoke of the rule of new creation (Galatians 6: 15, 16). He gets the saints through to what is in the mind of God so that they correspond to what is in His mind, that is, “the Jerusalem above … which is our mother”. That is our mother today; Christendom is not the mother; the “Jerusalem which is now” represents Christendom, and she is in bondage with her children. That was what was characterizing the Galatians. But Paul went into labour, he took up the pain, he took up the travail, in order that the saints might be set free, according to God’s thoughts of the Jerusalem above. 

So sonship is related to it, and I think we can see how the Galatians were liberated as true sons of God, the Spirit crying in the sons, “Abba, Father”. That liberty, what freedom! That is all related to the Jerusalem above. So Jabez comes before us as the fruit of pain as his mother bore him, and the maternal feature is to be seen amongst us. I believe, dear brethren, that the Lord is calling attention to it in regard to this point—“until Christ shall have been formed in you”. Jabez is a remarkable man and he called, it says, “on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me”. Is that our language? God loves to bless us richly. He has 

“blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Ephesians 1: 3. We can call upon Him. Jabez “called on the God of Israel”, not the God of Jacob, but the God of Israel. I think he had the light of God’s purpose, His thought in regard to His people. Then he says, “Oh, that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border”. We need enlargement, too, and Jabez represents that feature, not only that he would be richly blessed—and God loves richly to bless us—but I think the bringing forth must be the fruit of travail and prayer. 

And I think the power is the power of God to bring it forth. So it says in Isaiah 66, “as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her sons”. There was fruit, you see; there was the bringing forth of something that was for God’s pleasure; not only the objective, but Christ being formed in the saints. The features of that blessed Man are to be seen in the saints. I think it would be a preservative to us from the world and the present course of things. What is coming in amongst us? May we be exercised that the maternal feature is with us, so that there is a bringing forth of what is suitable, and what is pleasing to God, in all our localities. I think we should take up the exercise and see that there must be pain with us, we must go through the process of feeling these things that there might be some real fruit for God. So it says, “as soon as Zion travailed she brought forth her sons”. God is looking for sons, that is, the fruit, and that was the result of Paul’s travail with the Galatians; they were brought into the liberty of sonship. That is new creation; we touch a realm, an order of things, where there is no trace of anything worldly or evil. Jabez says, “that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil”. Well, if we go on with worldliness—and it has come in amongst us, dear brethren—it is evil; it is evil in the sight of God, and we need to be delivered from it. I think we need to go through the exercises of the mother, the maternal side that is needed that there might be the bringing forth of what is for God’s pleasure. I feel it is the fruit of travail, and I feel humbled in speaking about it. How much pain can we go through when we feel that things are not as God would have them amongst us? 

Jabez says, “and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!” That is a good prayer. There are at times things that grieve us; if they grieve us, they grieve God. God was grieved in His heart in the beginning of Genesis and repented that He had made man on the earth. Think of God being grieved. So we need to be grieved too, with grief according to God. It says as to Jabez, “And God brought about what he had requested”. Well, what a prayer! and what a man he was. He saw the secret of the power for bringing forth. There is not only the maternal side, but Jabez was the fruit of his mother’s pain. Then he takes up the exercise, and you find that he is a man God can use, and God brought about what he had requested. I think we can see in Galatians that God brought about what Paul had requested. 

He went through the pain, he went through the travail, that Christ might be formed in the saints. 

I just had this impression. I think the Lord will help us to face up to it, that there has not been the maternal exercise, and the pain, with us so that there might be that which is pleasing to the blessed God. May it be worked out in us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Colchester
1 July 1986




Scripture references

Galatians 4:18-19 (JND) [18] But [it is] right to be zealous at all times in what is right, and not only when I am present with you [19] my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you:

1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (JND) [9] And Jabez was more honoured than his brethren; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bore him with pain. [10] And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God brought about what he had requested.

Isaiah 66:8-9 (JND) [8] Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Can a land be made to bring forth in one day? shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her sons. [9] Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith Jehovah; I who cause to bring forth, shall I shut [the womb]? saith thy God.

2 Kings 19:3 (JND) [3] And they said to him, Thus says Hezekiah: This day is a day of trouble and of rebuke and of reviling; for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.

Galatians 6:15-16 (JND) [15] For [in Christ Jesus] neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision; but new creation. [16] And as many as shall walk by this rule, peace upon them and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Isaiah 66 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah: The heavens are my throne, and the earth is my footstool: what is the house that ye will build unto me? and what is the place of my rest? [2] Even all these things hath my hand made, and all these things have been, saith Jehovah. But to this man will I look: to the afflicted and contrite in spirit, and who trembleth at my word. [3] He that slaughtereth an ox, smiteth a man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, breaketh a dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, [it is as] swine's blood; he that presenteth a memorial of incense, [is as] he that blesseth an idol. As they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abominations, …



“HIS OWN”





J. N. Grace 

John 13: 1; 14: 1–3 

What a fine thing it is to know that you are amongst those whom the Lord calls His own. That would embrace every believer who has put his faith and trust in the blood of Jesus. How secure it is to be found amongst those who are of the faith of Jesus, because if you are in the hands of Jesus no one will ever seize you. He Himself said that no one can seize you out of His hand, and no one can seize you out of the hand of the Father. These are the Lord’s own words; so what a secure place it is to be in the hands of Jesus. How simple it is to put our trust in the blood of Jesus, but not only does it mean that we are safe, but we belong to Him. If we have put our trust in the blood of Jesus then we are told that we are not our own, we have been bought with a price. How fine it is to think that while, on our side, we have a sense of security through the blood of Jesus, on the divine side He has secured us for Himself—“his own”; what it must mean to the Lord! John’s gospel speaks peculiarly of that word, “his own”. “He came to his own”, it says, “and his own received him not” (John 1: 11). 

That would be His own nation, the Jews. They would not receive Him, but there were those who did receive Him. He gathered His disciples around Him and now had come the point where He could speak of them as His own—“Having loved his own who were in the world, (He) loved them to the end”. 

I would think that most in this room would be amongst His own. It says He loved them to the end. That is not just to the end of time, but through every circumstance, every exigency that could arise in the course of the history of the believer here. Nothing can affect the love of Jesus. His love never wanes. He does not change. Our sister has departed, the Lord has taken her. 

At this point the Lord was on His way out. It says, “knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world, to the Father”. The Lord always had the Father before Him. 

What wonderful grace it was that the Lord should come here to express the Father, and He has done it. And now He was departing out of this world to the Father and it says He loved His own who were in the world, and He loved them to the end. 

Well, our sister has been loved to the end of her life, through all the ups and downs that any of us would have to face in the course of our history here. We can count on the love of Jesus. 

It never changes. His love would take a peculiar form at a time like this when one who has been loved has departed, but it is one of “his own”. So the Lord enters into this; His own feelings enter into this. We might say we knew her and we loved her, but the point is that the Lord loved her and He loved her to the end. So is it not worthwhile to be amongst those who have put their faith in the blood of Jesus, and in the Person of Jesus, so that His words have become everything to our hearts? That is John’s way of putting it. So it speaks in another passage of His own sheep, “He calls his own sheep by name” (John 10: 3). Would you not like to be amongst His own sheep? Well, everyone who belongs to the Lord is among “his own” sheep; no one else has a claim on them, but the Lord has, and He leads His own sheep out. It is wonderful to be conscious of the Lord’s love and His protection. 

In the next passage that I read the Lord says, “Let not your heart be troubled”. They had been troubled by the defection of Judas. Judas had gone out; the betrayer had gone out into the world, and the hearts of the disciples had been troubled. But the Lord says, “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me”. It is a wonderful thing to understand that the Lord has everything in control. Things may seem sometimes to be out of control; they are certainly out of our control, but they are not out of the control of Jesus. 

Everything has been put into His hands. The Father, we are told in John 3: 35, has given everything into the hands of the Son; “the Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”. What a fine thing it is to commit ourselves into His hand! 

How trustworthy Jesus is! Nothing will get out of His control. 

But there is more than that in this section, He says, “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you—for I go to prepare you a place”. Just think of that—

this is the Lord Jesus, our Saviour. The course of things here, finishing in death, is not the end; the best is yet to come. And the best is not only that we shall be going to heaven, but that we shall be with Christ. The very best is reserved for His own, for those who have come under the love of Christ. The Lord Himself has taken the whole thing in hand. He has not left it to anybody else, not to an angel, not to an apostle. He says, “I go to prepare you a place”. 

And He is coming again. He is coming. He is not sending a messenger; He is not sending an angel. He says, “If I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. Let me say again, The best is yet ahead. Think of a reception like that! The best reception that any mortal being could ever have will be when we are received by Jesus in the coming day. The Lord will come and take us out of this scene of mortality and death to be with Himself. Of course, others will be there; thank God for them!—the myriads of those that love Christ; think of the millions in the world today. How many there are that have come under the shelter of the blood of Jesus. Thank God for them! May they be added to! 

Then the final thing is what is for Christ Himself, and for every lover of Christ, every believer in the Lord Jesus; He says, ‘I am going to receive you to Myself’. Could there be anything better? That will be our sister’s portion. She is going to be received to Himself; but then we shall all be there. “The dead in Christ”, it 

says, “shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds”. There will be no advantage of one believer over another. The fact that some believers have been a thousand years in the grave does not alter a thing. The dead in Christ are going to rise first, then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds. That is the triumph of God; the victory of God is that the church for one instant will be all together in resurrection on this earth, the world that has rejected Christ. That is God’s victory and it is a wonderful thing that we can be counted among “his own”, and that we are going to have part in it. 

So it is a time now, as a believer falls asleep, to make much of Christ. It is a time for fresh committals in the light of what the Lord is doing, and will do, knowing that His love goes right through to the end. There are plenty of troubles about, and sorrowing hearts. We cannot read each other’s hearts, but the Lord can. He looks right into our hearts and He knows what is needed, and if you belong to Him you are of the faith of Jesus, and He will love you to the end. He says, “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me”. He will see you through. He is going to see the church through, right to the end in victory. The devil may think he has got the victory through the public breakdown of things, but not so, because, Jesus having gone up there, another divine Person has come down here. The presence of the Spirit of God here in the believer ensures that God will have the victory and presently we shall all be together in resurrection through Him who says of Himself, “I am the resurrection and the life”, John 11: 25. 

So let there be a fresh committal in every one of our hearts to follow in the faith of our sister. 

She has gone her way. How wonderful it is that the 

love of Christ was seen in the end of our sister. He loved her to the end. She did not die from violence; she died peacefully, fulfilling the word as to “those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 14. No one else had anything to do with her death. The Lord’s own hand was in that. She slept through the instrumentality of Jesus. Is that not worthwhile? Is it not worthwhile to be attached to the Person of Jesus in the sense that His love will see us right through to the end, and see us right through to resurrection when He comes to receive us to Himself? 

Word at the burial of Mrs. I. L. Stoney, Melbourne
17 July 1986 

 


Scripture references

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

John 10:3 (JND) [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (JND) [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.



FATHER AND SON

J. Mitchell

Genesis 22: 4–8; Proverbs 4: 1–9 

I, would like, dear brethren, to say a word about the relationship of father and son. In a certain sense I do not feel qualified to say much about it, but it is one of the most blessed relationships that there could be, God having graced it Himself. He has come into the relationship of Father with Christ, and Christ Himself, who in His Person is God, has come into the blessed relationship of Son. Not that He was Son, as we know, before time. He has come into that relationship and in it the glorious and greatest thoughts of God are set out. 

John says that “the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1: 18). I need hardly say it is a relationship of the most intense affection. It is wonderful that God should not only take up the name, to be known as Father, but should set out in its blessedness all that belongs to the holy relationship of Father. God has come into that, and has graced it with a beauty that is unique, and yet the beauty of the relationship is in some measure to be taken on by us. There is, I think, a great need of fathers, and it is in that connection one feels one’s inadequacy in speaking of it. 

Then, of course, all of us, whether or not fathers literally or even morally, are sons, every one of us, brothers and sisters. It is a wonderful thing to be brought into the relationship of sons, but not only the relationship, but to be given the Holy Spirit whereby we cry, Abba, Father (see Romans 8: 15). That is, we have the feelings, the power and affections that belong to the relationship to which we have been called. All these things are exceedingly wonderful, dear brethren, and they are the essence of Christianity. One would like just to impress upon us in a simple way what Christianity really is in its essence. It is a system of tremendous affection and love flowing in a reciprocal way, in a feeling and freeway with nothing to hinder; I think that is Christianity. Christianity in its essence is set out in the glory of the Father and the Son—“the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”, John 1: 18. Types, of course, always come short. Nevertheless, there is a beautiful type in Abraham and Isaac. Abraham was distinctively a father. He was named ‘High father’ before he was an actual father, showing that God had in mind to set that out in him, and the divine record shows the way in which it was arrived at. We are reminded that he dwelt in tents with the heirs, that is, with Isaac and Jacob. His dwelling with them was effective because Jacob was a homely man dwelling in tents. That is what we would seek, dear brethren, that the influence of fatherhood should be effective for the protection of what is for God. 

The fatherly idea is a great protective element among the saints. One reason for the distress at Corinth, as Paul says, was that there were not many fathers. There were plenty of instructors, and persons who had gift. There were those who assumed to have gift. What we really need is fatherhood, and fatherhood is the element that would care for the saints. You think of it coming to light in a young man. Paul says of Timothy, “I have no one like-minded” (Philippians 2: 20); Paul was a father. I suppose in this dispensation there has been no father like Paul, but there Paul says of Timothy, “For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”. One would like to exercise one’s self as to caring with genuine feeling how the saints get on. It involves the examination of our motives, the examination of everything, to ensure that we are clear of every influence that would militate against the protection of the saints and holding them for God. I think a father would do that in a locality. We shall see, when we come to Solomon, that a father would bring in discipline where discipline is needed; he would bring in moral teaching. That is the whole point of the book of Proverbs; it is the father and son book, and yet it is full from the beginning to end of strong moral teaching, and that is necessary in view of the saints being held and protected from the inroads of the world and from the forces of the enemy. 

But the perfection of the relationship is set out in the Father and the Son, and Abraham and Isaac are a type of this relationship in its beauty. The chapter is most affecting. There is nothing in it that is out of accord with the divine mind. Earlier in the chapter the young men seem to be fitting into their own place without any difficulty or friction, and serving in the place allotted to them. It says that Abraham saddled the ass, and we know what an ass represents scripturally and the need for its neck to be broken (see Exodus 13: 13). But in this chapter there is no suggestion of the need for the neck to be broken. All that had been gone into beforehand and the ass is amenable. Everything here is set out in its purity and its beauty as in accordance with the will of God. 

Then there is what comes out in Isaac, in the son, as he says, “My father!”; “Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son”. What happy intercourse without anything coming in to spoil or hinder it. It should be so with us. John, as directed by the Spirit, brings the Lord forward in his gospel as the One who in perfection was here as a Man in relation to the Father. Somewhere Mr. Raven says something like this, that the Lord in John’s gospel does nothing whatsoever except what was necessary for the revelation of the Father. You think of that! He was a unique Man because of who He was, but nevertheless He was here as a real Man. 

Sometimes one has difficulty in realizing the true humanity of Jesus, a Man with all the feelings of a man, absolutely apart from sin, but a Man who was here entirely for the revelation of the Father, entirely in relation to His will and in constant holy, happy communion. You can write that expression, “My Father”, right across John’s gospel. How wonderful that is! What a contemplation that there was a Man here entirely for God. When the truth was called in question He saw how it related to God, and He took issue with it. 

There is no more militant gospel in one sense than John, where there is the presentation of One who was here in relation to the Father and taking issue with every element of opposition as understanding in the full sense how it related to the revelation of the Father. What a Man He was! Let that Man come more into our affections. I think brethren have often heard, and I think it is well worth a study, that we should enquire what the Father sees to be so precious in Christ. I think we can well reflect on what He had here in a Man when Christ was here; how wonderful were those days for God when Christ was here. And yet the full working out of things involved the fire and the knife. Always across that pathway lay the certainty of His death, with all that that meant to Jesus. Think too of what it meant to the Father. What it has cost God that we should be recovered, that we should be brought into the glory of sonship, and what it has cost God that the truth should be manifested and maintained amongst men. 

So the fire and the knife were there. What a thought that is, the two going together, as it says, “and they went both of them together”. What an expression! what is involved, antitypically in these few words, the opening up of a life, the life of Jesus, and the opening up of what was there for God’s pleasure. We think of the thirty years of the private life of Jesus, of which not much is said, but there is an indication in Luke in His words, “Did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” (see Luke 2: 49). Sonship in its conscious nature was beginning to manifest itself there. At the end of those thirty years of private life the Spirit descends on Him as a dove and we have the Father’s estimate of those years and what they were for His pleasure. Then there were the three-and-a-half years of His public life. 

Quite a number of us here have gone beyond that age, gone quite a way beyond. I would like the young men here to think of this. Thirty-three and a half is not old. You might think of it as old, but that is what the Lord had, thirty-three and a half years, and it is said prophetically of Him, “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage”, Psalm 16: 6. From one point of view He was a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, but from the point of view of what we are speaking of these thirty-three and a half years were times of intense joy to the heart of Christ. Just to be here for the will of His Father was intense joy to Him. He felt what it was to be taken away, to be cut off, but the wonder of it is that the epistle to the Romans speaks of Him where He now is—“In that he lives, he lives to God” (see Romans 6: 10); that character of things, dear brethren, is unchanged. A Man is now in the presence of God who entirely considers for God, the One who went all the way into death. 

He suffered to settle the whole moral question, but there is the other side of what Christ gave in the culmination of a pathway here entirely for God. I judge from Mr. Darby that that is the setting in Hebrews—“who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God” (Hebrews 9: 14). That is the burnt-offering, and God used that as the sin-offering, but it is really the burnt-offering. You think of the life, a life of absolute unselfishness, absolute devotion to God’s will, that culminated in the giving of Himself. In a certain sense Isaac sets that out. Of course, he is not in the full intelligence of it, but he asks a question; he says, “My father! And he said, Here am I, my son”. (What a tender expression that is!) “Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together”. Twice it is said, “And they went both of them together”, but the question having been asked, they went on together. 

I think that shows, in so far as a type can set it out, what was in the mind of Christ, the spirit that was in Christ, the mind that was in Christ Jesus, that was prepared to go all the way in the full consciousness of what that way really meant. 

Well, dear brethren, do not these things affect us? It challenges us too, does it not, because you then have to say, How do I measure up to that kind of devotion? Oh that we might be more devoted to what belongs to God! I think that is the cry of the day, that we should consider for God, consider for Him in every matter whatever it may be. With young people, such-and-such a matter may come up, and you might say, ‘Well, this is fine, this suits me’. Can I not plead with you to reflect for a minute and say, ‘How does it affect God? Is this in the will of God? In accepting this invitation, or whatever it may be, am I considering for God, or for whom am I considering? I say to those of us who are older, myself included, in every matter let us just ask ourselves that question. Am I really considering for God? Or who else am I considering for? It may be myself. I find it very, very challenging, as I trust we all do. I do not purport to take any place above the brethren in that connection; I find these things extraordinarily exercising. What am I considering for? Who am I considering for? Am I considering for God? 

We see the perfection of what is set out in Christ in the beauty of His pathway here. You might say, ‘I am not like Him’; but bear in mind that Abraham and Isaac were persons like ourselves. It is a wonderful thought that is set out in Abraham. You may remember those touching readings, ‘Generations in the Book of Genesis’ (J. Taylor Vol. 42, p.372), where the beauty of fatherhood was brought out. The fathers are concerned always for the progeny, what is coming, and caring for the saints. The protection of the saints in their local meetings is a matter of all importance. It involves that we feed them; young people need to be fed; old people need to be fed too; we all need to be fed, and we need to be protected, and therefore there is a great need for that protective element among the saints—“shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”, Acts 20: 28. What that means to God, “the blood of his own”. 

The bearing of this is upon us, because the word is, “instead of thy fathers shall be thy sons” (Psalm 45: 16), and in a certain sense we are in the sons’ day. Let us then take up our responsibility. We have all leaned on persons in our lives, and that is right; it is right for young people to lean hard on those that are older, those that have experience of the way, and experience in the things of God, but then as the generations come on, instead of the fathers it is the sons, and this, dear brethren, is our day. Let us be equal to the day that is ours. You remember, the references to the sons of the prophets in the second book of Kings; I think it has been said that they are the product of a generation that has been recognized. Think of the generation that is gone, the generation that was recognized. You need only to lift the ministry of beloved Mr. Taylor to see the generation it was; and we are the sons of the prophets, I trust, in some measure. We have benefited from the prophetic ministry that came out in that era, but then let us not be like the sons of the prophets in Kings. They were hardly up to the situation. Let us be fully up to the situation, to the responsibility that is ours; let us take character from Christ as a Model, glorious Model that He is, and from the way in which He filled out everything for the Father. 

I turn to Proverbs. We find there are two things, among others, that mark this, book; one is intense affection, the other is moral instruction. Of course, you find affection with Abraham and Isaac, as we have noticed. Isaac says, “My father!”, and Abraham said, “Here am I, my son” “my son”—think of Abraham being available to Isaac in this most affectionate way. Can we stimulate that among us in our families and our houses? I say it is a challenge, a great challenge to me, that very matter. Can we stimulate that element among us, in our local meetings, in our contact with one another, that element of affection among us that really cares for the saints, cares with genuine feeling how the saints get on? 

Solomon in a certain sense was the greatest man on earth. He was the wisest man on earth, of course; he was an exceedingly rich man, and he was an exceeding great man, and yet you think of the instruction that he has in this book for a son; the moral content of it, I suppose, is unsurpassed. How he pleads with his son, and pleads in affection. Real depth of feeling enters into the moral instruction in this book. He says, “For I was a son unto my father”. 

Think of David as his father! Sometimes we need just to think of the literality of Scripture David was Solomon’s father, and Solomon here is speaking as a son. He was a son unto his father, and in speaking to his own son he was the very setting out of what he was saying. That is always a challenge, whether we are a setting out of what we are saying. He was one who benefited from the instruction of a father. I feel for the young people. They may feel sometimes that the instruction of a father is irksome; they generally find it is contrary to their own wills, and in that respect it is sometimes bitter and difficult; but let me say this in all affection, that what lies behind the instruction of a true father is depth of affection and the desire that you might be preserved in the very best. So that, speaking practically, if he says, ‘My son, I would prefer that you do not go there’; you would need to weigh that over, and weigh it over very carefully. He would have a reason for saying that. 

You might say, ‘Father, why do you say that?’ And he would tell you why; he would say, ‘Because I think it will damage your soul, that is what it will do; it will damage what is of God in you; it will not help forward what is of God in you, and it may damage the testimony, indeed you may lose your life over it’. You know, Solomon is not slow to bring out the reality of things in this book; behind it lies the deepest affection, but he is not slow to bring out the reality of what the end of a certain course is as he appeals to his son about things. 

Certain things need to be forsaken. Paul says that, you remember, to Timothy; flee certain things; we need to get as far away from them as we possibly can. I believe, dear brethren, the day has come when the Spirit of God is raising a banner in relation to these very matters. I think then that if the fathers are not feeling these things, how can we expect the sons to flee them? That is a very practical matter. If the fathers are going along with the drift and tide, what do you think the sons will do? Well, I will tell you something which I learned from what happened in the place in which I was between 1970 and 1972—the sons will go that much further. The fathers may think, ‘They will only go a certain distance and preserve themselves’, but you will find that if the father is on a wrong course, the sons may follow that course, but they will not stop, they will go even further than the fathers would have liked them to go, and the result is that they are lost in the world. What an awful thing that is! 

But we have not that in mind, dear brethren, for our families. What we are really concerned about is the preservation of what is for God, and I believe that that should be in the minds of every father and every mother, whether it be in a household or whether it be in persons who exercise parental features morally in the local assembly. Some of us have known persons who have had no children of their own but features of motherhood and fatherhood have been displayed by them. Indeed, I suppose most of us can look back on our lives and say we owe our present position largely to the exercises of such, who not only sought to bring in counsel and wisdom, which would preserve us in what is right and in the enjoyment of the best, but who also laboured and agonized on their knees in view of that counsel taking root and springing up into fruition. 

Well, that was what was in one’s mind; one realizes I may have put it out in a disjointed way, but I feel there is something in this for us, dear brethren, that there should be real exercise with us, and care and genuine feeling as to how the saints get on. I think the days are critical. 

Every one of us needs to be exercised to look into matters and see whether our present pathway, what we are doing, what we are saying, the way in which we are influencing one another, is in the character of having genuine care for the saints, that they might be preserved in view of the enjoyment of sonship, and the enjoyment of what there is among us. How we would love, I am sure, that matters should be settled among us in view of the saints getting on and enjoying Christianity. Of course, a person who is with God goes on carrying the sorrows of the testimony, and in the enjoyment of his own links with God and the enjoyment of sonship at the same time. How wonderful it would be, would it not, if we experienced what it speaks of in Judges, “And the land had rest forty years” (Judges 3: 11). You remember that fine touch in Acts 9: 31, when Saul of Tarsus had been brought in—“The assemblies then … had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord, and were increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit”. I believe that is in the mind of every person who is with God. 

May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
12 October 1985 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 22:4-8 (JND) [4] On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. [5] And Abraham said to his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together. [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.

Proverbs 4:1-9 (JND) [1] Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know intelligence; [2] for I give you good doctrine: forsake ye not my law. [3] For I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. [4] And he taught me, and said unto me, Let thy heart retain my words; keep my commandments and live. [5] Get wisdom, get intelligence: forget [it] not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. [6] Forsake her not, and she shall keep thee; love her, and she shall preserve thee. [7] The beginning of wisdom [is], Get wisdom; and with all thy getting get intelligence. [8] Exalt her, and she shall promote thee; she shall bring thee to honour when thou dost embrace her. [9] She shall give to thy head a garland of grace; a crown of glory will she bestow upon thee.

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Romans 8:15 (JND) [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Philippians 2:20 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on.

Exodus 13:13 (JND) [13] And every firstling of an ass shalt thou ransom with a lamb; and if thou do not ransom it, thou shalt break its neck; and every firstborn of a man among thy sons shalt thou ransom.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Psalms 16:6 (JND) [6] The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

Romans 6:10 (JND) [10] For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

Psalms 45:16 (JND) [16] Instead of thy fathers shall be thy sons; princes shalt thou make them in all the earth.

Judges 3:11 (JND) [11] And the land had rest forty years; and Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

Acts 9:31 (JND) [31] The assemblies then throughout the whole of Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord, and were increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit.



MARRIAGE IN THE LORD

A letter from an older sister to a young one on the occasion of her marriage May 22nd, 1939 

My Dear, 

As you stand on the edge of this profoundly new chapter of your life my thoughts and love go out to you. The wonderful possibilities of this great step come into one’s mind, in view of the assembly. 

I believe God is helping our young people today to look at marriage from a very different viewpoint from that of the world. Today with many the first thought is the pleasure of God, rather than merely natural affinity and mutual human happiness, because it is for that we were created. A marriage undertaken on this basis is far more sure of a happy outcome than one on any other, indeed to do anything with the pleasure of God as the first requisite is an absolute assurance of a worthwhile outcome, and there is no assurance of it any other way. Where God’s pleasure is the first consideration, you will find that unbreakable spiritual links between you and your husband will grow and strengthen year by year till you have a fund of spiritual riches in common that will last into eternity. 

So I suggest that the requisites to start with are faith and courage. Then whatever comes you will never be taken aback, because your eye will be on God. He is to get something out of everything, the joys, the sorrows, the inevitable adjustments, the possible misunderstandings, and the happy fellowship in divine things—‘that God in all things may be glorified’. 

Do not hesitate to yield headship to your husband fully and unreservedly. Not only will it be beautiful to heaven to see you fitting happily into God’s economy, but it is His provision for your blessings. Headship is a woman’s rest and refuge in natural things even if it sometimes irks her will. If times come when you do not agree with your husband, as they will, ask God to change his viewpoint if it is wrong instead of contending yourself. He will do it or else show you that you were mistaken. The idea of headship is influence and guidance, not the giving of commands, and the wife who yields to it will seldom find a lack of the nourishing and cherishing enjoined on the husband. That little word “as” in Ephesians puts this whole matter on a most exalted platform, the wife yielding subjection “as” the assembly to Christ, and the husband nourishing and cherishing “as” Christ the assembly. 

And now for a few practical suggestions before I close. Do not neglect reading and prayer together morning and evening. The morning and evening lambs, though not referring directly to this, are a suggestion of it. The readings do not need to be long; life is strenuous with early morning work hours and many meetings in the evenings. A few minutes are enough for the daily routine. There will be special occasions when you want to spend more time together over the Scriptures or the ministry. And as to prayer, pray about everything. 

But, in addition, do not fail to live your own private life with God. Let nothing interfere with that. Pray much; turn every matter, small or great, into an occasion for prayer. Pray for your husband—not that he may be a great preacher or teacher, but that he may be priestly, with divine sensibilities. The need for .such men is great in every locality. 

If you are lonely this first year away from your old home and with perhaps not enough to do, ask the Lord to keep you busy for His household. Ask Him each day what you can do that day for His precious body. A letter of comfort, a visit paid, someone lonely entertained in your home, these are services well pleasing to Him which will comfort your own heart. 

Ban gossip from your home like poison. 

Keep any little personal differences between yourself and your husband within the four walls. 

Tiny fires can be quickly extinguished there, but can grow into big flames if aired. And in such a case be first to say you are sorry. 

Entertain simply and plainly, that it may never be a burden and your house always open. Do not establish a ‘reputation’ for wonderful cookery, etc., let your home rather be known for its atmosphere, that of the Spirit of Christ. A wonderful cuisine is not said to be in God’s sight of great price, nor an immaculate house, but a meek and quiet spirit is. 

I am not overlooking that the wife is enjoined to be diligent in home work. 

May God bless you much in your new setting, and make you a blessing! May He indeed find pleasure in your home! This is the earnest wish and prayer of Yours very affectionately, … 

 


“MY GRACE SUFFICES THEE”

F. C. Mutton 

2 Corinthians 12: 9 

It struck me that this verse draws together what has been before us as to maturity and grace. 

We see maturity in Paul. No one was more mature than he, a man of profound intelligence, but also of profound experience. It was not only knowledge, wonderful as his intelligence was; it was balanced by formation and experience with God. And he was weakened; he was physically weakened. And the Lord was too; He says, “He weakened my strength in the way”, Psalm 102: 23. Jacob was also weakened; his thigh was dislocated. Why was this? In order that divine power, of which we have been hearing, might be in evidence. 

It is our natural self-confidence, ability and intelligence—right as spiritual intelligence is in its place—that tend to make us independent, and God comes in and may put His finger upon us in some way—certainly not to discourage us, but that we might hear this word from the Lord, “My grace suffices thee; for my power is perfected”—an extraordinary word that—“in weakness”. 

So Paul had this very trying test, and it was not to be temporary; it was to be permanent; it was not to be taken away; in order that in his maturity he might prove divine grace and be a vessel for the perfecting of Christ’s power. 

Well, dear brethren, I think this is encouraging because we all feel weakness, at least I hope we do, and I think we do—maybe weakness in our places of work, or in the testimony, or in service. He is a poor man who does not feel weakness, who does not feel his need of constant grace and strength. And it was to a weakened man that this word came. What a comfort it must have been! Paul did not just pray, it says he “besought” (2 Corinthians 12: 8), a very intense word; he besought, he pleaded most urgently with the Lord that this disability, as he thought it, might be removed. And the Lord said, No; it is not going to be removed. But what a comfort this word would be, “My grace suffices thee”. It is quite sufficient for every situation, quite sufficient for every test, every limitation—‘ My grace’, the Lord’s own grace. 

We have been reminded tonight of “the grace which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2: 1), and it is all-sufficient. Whatever your situation is, or mine, or anybody else’s, the Lord would say, My grace is adapted to that situation, and it is all-sufficient in that situation. And then, “my power”, the incomparable power of Christ, the ascended Man, who has led captivity captive (Ephesians 4: 8), and that power is perfected in weakness. 

Well, dear brethren, may we experience this. It does not matter really, does it, what happens to us, so long as Christ is glorified, and His grace and power are in evidence? May it be so, for His glory. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
6 May 1986 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

Psalms 102:23 (JND) [23] He weakened my strength in the way, he shortened my days.

2 Corinthians 12:8 (JND) [8] For this I thrice besought the Lord that it might depart from me.

2 Timothy 2:1 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 4:8 (JND) [8] Wherefore he says, Having ascended up on high, he has led captivity captive, and has given gifts to men.



EXTRACTS

If the Lord were coming today at one o’clock, His Spirit could awaken thousands that are His, in one place even, to the truth, ‘He is coming back’, and that, too, from among those who never thought about it. They would not be at home in the subject, perhaps, nor practically their lives made ready for it; but as those to be alive and waiting for Him, they might have a child’s joy in expecting Him. 

G. V. Wigram (‘Memorials of the Ministry of G.V.W. Vol. 3) Some say that there will be people who are the subjects of the work of God in the present period, who will not get the Spirit at all, and will not come into the assembly. I do not think that is so. While the Spirit is here every person who is the subject of the work of God will come into the assembly. It is a very comforting thought. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 68, p.34) 

All the difficulties that arise are upon the truth of the unity of the body, and as to our power to maintain it in faith; practically also the self-seeking of one member injures the whole body. 

If I read a novel or visit worldly relations, I grieve the whole church of God. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 7, p.154) 
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