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PERSONS WHO HAD EXPERIENCE WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD

W. McKillop 

Judges 15: 17–20; 2 Kings 2: 9, 10; 1 Chronicles 12: 16–18; Luke 2: 25–32 

What is on my heart, beloved brethren, is to speak about persons who have had experience with the Spirit of God. Samson was one who had experience with the Spirit of God in conflict, but after the conflict there is a certain inward need that comes to light and God comes in for him. The fresh jawbone of an ass would indicate that in the conflict Samson had some understanding of the death of Christ as dealing with the first man in his lawlessness. He used the fresh jawbone of an ass and “the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him” (Judges 15: 14). 

He was not bound by what the Philistines had put upon him for the Spirit of Jehovah gave him power. The word is for us to encourage us that in times of conflict the Spirit of God will give us power, especially as we are occupied with the death of Christ as removing what was displeasurable to God, and bringing in what is for the pleasure of God. So “the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax”. He has remarkable success in this conflict in dealing with what is Philistine. As we know, the Philistine represents man in his mental ability intruding into the things of God and the desire, too, to bring the brethren into bondage. Paul writing to the Galatians as to the Judaising teachers says, “to whom we yielded in subjection not even for an hour”, Galatians 2: 5. It would seem that Samson here was not in submission to these Philistines. These two new cords which they thought would restrain him were broken from his arms, and the bands loosed off his hands, and he found the fresh jawbone of an ass. Typically he is engaged with the death of Christ as removing the first man in his lawlessness. The secret of being free of Philistine thoughts and practices is in seeing the death of Christ as removing the first man in his entirety from before God. Samson speaks about what he has done and he names the place as well, ‘hill of the jawbone’. 

But the conflict does not become a source of strength and satisfaction for Samson. So “he cast away the jawbone out of his hand”, which of course would indicate that we constantly need something fresh if we are going to speak a word for the brethren. It is not a time in which we should be repeating ourselves in bringing in things that we have been saying for a long time, but finding something fresh in order to stimulate the saints. So he casts away the jawbone and he was very thirsty; that is, he is going to learn that success in conflict or service will not sustain him. Everyone who serves has to come to it sooner or later that strength and refreshment are not found in the service rendered. That does not mean that there is not a certain joy in serving the brethren; there is for they are the excellent on the earth and there is a certain joy in being able to serve them and be able to speak to them. But he learned here that something more is needed; he was very thirsty and so he called on Jehovah, and “God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it”. That is no doubt some allusion to the death of our Lord Jesus Christ in the hollow rock. It is not here what Paul refers to in 1 Corinthians 10 as to the spiritual rock that followed them, which brings out rather the grace and patience of the Lord Jesus in becoming, as has been said, a water carrier. 

Think of the Lord becoming a water carrier for us as we go through the wilderness, a spiritual rock. It says, “they drank of a spiritual rock”, 1 Corinthians 10: 4. But here it is a hollow rock which was in Lehi showing how the truth as to the death of Christ can be brought forward to meet a current need that results from success in conflict. 

God clave the hollow rock, which is always to remind us what the Lord Jesus underwent at the hand of God that we might drink of the Spirit. So it says, “water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived”. The great secret of being revived spiritually is in drinking. 

Samson found that and we shall find it. When we begin to droop and become weary—we do not want to become weary in well-doing but if we do, as we may—we want to see that the reviving comes from drinking. “And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. 

Therefore its name was called En-Hakkore”, meaning ‘the caller’s spring’. It does not say who named it but it is there available in Lehi to this day. So when we come to our Lehi, beloved brethren, the hollow rock is there and the water is still flowing, and the means for inward reviving is in the drinking. Immediately after that it says, “And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years”. He was well qualified to do so as having drunk of the water that flowed out of the hollow rock. 

Well I referred to the exercise of Elisha as having to do with Elijah. This passage has been gone over many times; I would say it is a passage intended to appeal especially to young men and young women. I would say very simply that in these meetings the Lord is saying to you, “Ask what I shall do for thee”. The Lord is taking account of you because you are here, which indicates some affection for Him and some exercise and no doubt some spiritual desire, and the Lord would say, “Ask what I shall do for thee”. What is it that you would like the Lord to do for you? Well, “Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me”. That was a fine request. I am sure the Lord would be very pleased if any young man or young woman in these meetings would say to Him, I would like a double portion of Your spirit. We might say, What does that mean? I could not have told you until a moment ago, but I can see that the double portion means you have power and resource for your position in the wilderness, and you have power and resource for your privilege in the service of God in the assembly. That is the import of the double portion, and so Elisha is saying, I want both. I not only want to have power as Samson did for the scene of conflict and testimony, but I want power for the enjoyment of heavenly privilege. Elijah says, “Thou hast asked a hard thing”. It was not hard in that it could not be accomplished, but it was hard because he says, “if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be so”. 

Well we know that the Lord has gone to heaven, so it is not a question of your following Him there exactly, but you must see how He is moving in the testimonial position. The Lord has gone up but then He says, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matthew 28: 20. He is personally in heaven but testimonially He is down here, and your getting the double portion depends on your seeing Him where He is at the present moment. 

The question is sometimes asked. Where is the Lord? Well Elisha could tell you where He is because he followed him along all these points. If you are not certain about where the Lord is, find somebody who has been following Him in His movements in the testimony, and in the conflicts relating to the testimony, and see where the Lord is. There are those who can help you with that. It would be a sad thing if somebody said to the Lord, I would like a double portion of Your spirit, and then failed to see Him in His movements. When Elijah was taken up it says in verse 12, “And Elisha saw it”. He did not miss it. It is important that no one here should miss the Lord’s current movements in the testimony. It is largely through ministry that we discern His movements. Elisha saw him; Elijah goes up and Elisha remains, but he remains typically in the company of the Spirit of God, “a double portion of thy spirit”. The Lord is ready to furnish that for every interested person. You will have power to be with Him here in the testimonial position and you will have power to be with Him in the realm of privilege as among the brethren. 

I read this passage in 1 Chronicles 12 because what David is concerned about is integrity of heart, “And there came of the children of Benjamin and Judah to the stronghold to David”. Note that, there is such a thing as the stronghold. All the efforts of the Philistines cannot overthrow the stronghold, and that is where David is. 

“And David went out to meet them, and answered and said to them, If ye come peaceably to me to help me, my heart shall be knit unto you”. It is most attractive to think in this typical passage of the Lord coming out to meet us, and He wants to discern what is in our hearts. “If ye come peaceably to me”, he says, “to help me”. It is very touching that even in type the Lord would say “to help me”. It shows that we are essential to the working out of His thoughts in the sphere of testimony, and we want to be on the line of helping. Paul speaks about certain who were helpers and one especially “for she also has been a helper of many, and of myself”, Romans 16: 2. I am sure that person has distinction in heaven as having been on the line of helping the great apostle. You might say he has been with Christ a long time, and so he has, but I think the current bearing of being a helper of Paul, would be that we are helping forward the brethren into the gain of his ministry. 

David says, “If ye come peaceably to me”. These persons come, and we come to the Lord at the Supper, so to speak, and He is going to raise with us the question of the line on which we have come. Have we come peaceably to help? Then he says, “my heart shall be knit unto you”. How the Lord’s affections would embrace us as He discerns that we come on the line of helping to maintain His interests, and to help forward the truth and to help one another into the truth. Again he says, “but if to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers see it and rebuke it”. The spirit of betrayal was there among the twelve as we know, and it came out in all its horrible fulness in Judas, but we are to understand that the spirit of betrayal is abroad in Christendom. Religious leaders especially are betraying Christ by giving up the truth, and allowing the worst kind of things, that mark the world, to come into the professing church. Indeed it is so repugnant to the Lord, that when we come to Laodicea, the Lord is not even in that position, He is outside. That is one thing that we want to be clear about, especially younger brethren, because they may be misled by what others may say. But you want to be crystal clear that the Lord is not in the public position as identified with it, He is not there. You say, Where is He? Well as you follow the man with the pitcher of water you will soon find Him, and the evidence of where He is is that His rights are maintained, evil is judged, persons who are against the truth are dealt with, and the ministry of the Spirit is found in freshness and fulness so that “we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ”, Ephesians 4: 15. 

So it says, “the Spirit came upon Amasai, the chief of the captains”. This word is very interesting, “the Spirit came”. Notice the footnote says, the Spirit clothed Amasai. Think of the person who, at this critical juncture, comes out so definitely in committal to Christ that the Spirit clothes him. The Lord says to His own before He went up, “do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high”, Luke 24: 49. That made them different from every other group in Jerusalem. Whatever may have marked the Jewish synagogue or any other group, they were not equal to these believers in the upper room who were “clothed with power from on high”. We need to take account of persons like this. I would say that characteristically the beloved saints with whom we walk are seen to be “clothed with power from on high”. Granted we have our exercises and sorrows, but there is the spirit of faithfulness to Christ to be seen among us, and there is this evidence of persons clothed with power. That is really what the Lord says to Philadelphia, “thou hast a little power”. We might have a great deal more, but the Lord credits us with what we do have, and that “little power” is used to maintain His rights in fidelity until He comes. Amasai says, “Thine are we, David, And with thee, thou son of Jesse”. How this must have warmed the heart of David in this time of rejection. 

How the heart of Christ is gladdened by persons who speak like this, for it is still the time of His rejection. As we often say, and we should say it, “the night in which he was delivered up”, 1 Corinthians 11: 23. All these wonderful things that have come to us have flowed out of what happened to our blessed Saviour, “the night in which he was delivered up”. It was when He instituted the Supper, and it was the time when He spoke to them about what was in His heart saying, “This is my body which is given for you” (Luke 22: 19), and “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you”, Luke 22: 20. What profusion of love! There is an answer in Amasai, “Thine are we, David, And with thee, thou son of Jesse—Peace, peace be to thee!” What a remarkable thing really to find someone saying that to the Lord in holy reverence and affection! And saying it, too, not because we need to say it, if we think of Him as at the Father’s right hand, but if we think of Him as in the sphere of the testimony the Lord is feeling everything with us. He is right here with us, feeling the things we are going through, feeling the sorrows of the testimony and the trials and the pressures. So Amasai says, “Peace, peace be to thee! And peace be to thy helpers! For thy God helps thee”. 

How wonderful to come to it that God intends “to head up all things in the Christ” (Ephesians 1: 10), and God is helping the testimonial position in order to reach what is in His purpose. 

He is going to head up all things in the Christ.  In the meantime we find divine help as we are related in affection and fidelity to the Lord Jesus. So David received them. What a wonderful matter that we are received by the Lord as marked by readiness to be with Him where He is in the testimony, and to be marked by affection and fidelity! So it says, “And David received them”. 

I read the passage in Luke 2 because we should be thinking very much about what the Spirit of God may say to us as to the rapture and the appearing. “And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”. I think that one thing we should be very keenly interested in, is what the Spirit might say to us individually about whether we shall be here alive when the Lord comes. In scripture there are two converging lines that we might speak of. You remember that in the days of Noah Jehovah said, “My Spirit shall not always plead with Man”, Genesis 6: 3. On the one hand there is the pleading of God with men through the glad tidings, but it is His Spirit that is doing the pleading; it is the Spirit of Christ and it is coming through persons for it is still true that God is “not willing that any should perish”, 2 Peter 3: 9. On the other hand there are persons like Simeon, and the Holy Spirit is communicating things to them which relate to the coming of the Lord and to His appearing. 

When Jehovah said, “My Spirit shall not always plead with Man”; that was His sovereign matter. From that point of view God is moving forward to the accomplishment of His purpose, but entering into it is the pleading of His Spirit with men. On the other hand there are persons He has taken up in grace, and His Spirit is not pleading with them to cease from lawlessness; His Spirit is communicating something about the coming of the Lord. Now I understand quite well, as I am sure you do, that what was communicated to Simeon had to do with the Lord’s incoming, His incarnation. We shall treasure in our souls eternally that the Son of God became a Man and remains a Man. But the bearing of any scripture for our profit is how it applies at the moment. 

What I see in this is that the blessed Spirit of God, about whom we have been speaking so much, is going to divinely communicate things to persons about whether or not they will see the Lord’s Christ before death. It says of Simeon that “he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”. When “the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, he received him into his arms, and blessed God “. In one way there is no lovelier picture in the scriptures than this—a man in Jerusalem receiving the child Jesus into his arms. Think of what that was, the Saviour of the world in the arms of an aged man, a man of whom it says, “it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”. I believe, beloved brethren, that the Holy Spirit is ready to communicate such things to us as we desire to have them. As we were saying in the reading, the area of communication is the temple because “he came in the Spirit into the temple”. Think of him holding the Creator of the world in his arms! All that would be for God eternally was there in that Child. I can think of nothing more touching in scripture than this lovely picture. Everything that was for God was there in that Babe although it had to be worked out. Think of our getting a fresh view of Christ in this way and embracing Him; embracing a fresh view of Him as the One who was the Lord’s Christ, the accomplisher of everything for God. You remember Mr. Darby’s hymn about those who are engaged in speaking about His sufferings, and then others Himself, the accomplisher of God’s counsels proclaimed. 

May we all have a fresh and more exalted view of our Lord Jesus Christ as the accomplisher of the counsels of God, and take that into our affections in these days in a fresh way. So “he received him into his arms, and blessed God”. This is a lovely picture, it touches the heart to think of it; this aged man who was so in touch with the Spirit that things were communicated to him that no one else apparently had, and in the fulfilment of it he is there and he has the child Jesus in his arms. May the Spirit of God help us to seek these communications, and find that we embrace Christ in a fresh and deeper way as He is presented to us in the ministry of the Spirit. For that is the form that it takes now, it is not the Lord corporeally, but it is the Spirit bringing the things of Christ, “He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you”, John 16: 14. So we are in the days of our receiving up, but we are in the days when we can receive a fresh presentation of Christ by the Holy Spirit, that we might become increasingly blessers of God. May God bless the word. 

Address at Denton, Texas
18 April 2003 

 


Scripture references

Judges 15:17-20 (JND) [17] And it came to pass when he had ended speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-Lehi. [18] And he was very thirsty, and called on Jehovah, and said, Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? [19] And God clave the hallow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. [20] And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years.

2 Kings 2:9-10 (JND) [9] And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so].

1 Chronicles 12:16-18 (JND) [16] And there came of the children of Benjamin and Judah to the stronghold to David. [17] And David went out to meet them, and answered and said to them, If ye come peaceably to me to help me, my heart shall be knit unto you; but if to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers see [it] and rebuke [it]. [18] And the Spirit came upon Amasai, the chief of the captains, [and he said,] Thine [are we], David, And with thee, thou son of Jesse: Peace, peace be to thee! And peace be to thy helpers! For thy God helps thee. And David received them, and made them chiefs of bands.

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Judges 15:14 (JND) [14] When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him. And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax that are burned with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands.

Galatians 2:5 (JND) [5] to whom we yielded in subjection not even for an hour, that the truth of the glad tidings might remain with you.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;)

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

1 Chronicles 12 (JND) [1] Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he kept still close because of Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the mighty men who helped him in the conflict; [2] armed with bows, using both the right hand and the left with stones and with arrows on the bow; [they were] of Saul's brethren of Benjamin: [3] the chief Ahiezer, and Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Anathothite, …

Romans 16:2 (JND) [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself.

Ephesians 4:15 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ:

Luke 24:49 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.

1 Corinthians 11:23 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread,

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Luke 22:20 (JND) [20] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup [is] the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

Ephesians 1:10 (JND) [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him,

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Genesis 6:3 (JND) [3] And Jehovah said, My Spirit shall not always plead with Man; for he indeed is flesh; but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years.

2 Peter 3:9 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

John 16:14 (JND) [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.



PATIENT CONTINUANCE OF GOOD WORKS

G. C. McKay 

Romans 2: 1–11; Luke 9: 28–32; John 12: 26; 1 Corinthians 15: 50–58 

The verse in Romans 2 that has largely borne in on one’s mind, dear brethren, is verse 7, “to them who, in patient continuance of good works, seek for glory and honour and incorruptibility, life eternal”. We have been speaking of God arriving at His end in the saints in perfection according to His own thoughts and His own heart. This chapter brings out another matter, that there is going to be another end arrived at, and that is an end in God’s judgment—a very solemn matter. Paul in chapter 2 pleads with man as to his course, and while he brings in the thought of the judgment of God, he brings in also the thought of God’s goodness and forbearance and long-suffering; how He looks for repentance from man. And from that there develops in the section the two lines, and one of them, the one that we would covet to be in fully and morally is “to them who, in patient continuance of good works, seek for glory and honour and incorruptibility”. There is another line, those who are contentious’ and disobedient and so on, and there is an end to that also. What an expression that is, “patient continuance of good works”. I think there is a need for it, dear brethren, that we go on, not only in patient continuance but in patient continuance of good works. God honours that line with life eternal. 

Also it says later, “glory and honour and peace to every one that works good”. It is a question of what we work. There is another line of truth, of course that Romans brings out, how we are justified by faith, but that is not this section. This section is that God has regard for works and brings every matter into judgment, and for the believer He brings matters into the side of reward. We often think when an older brother or sister is taken of their long life and their patience, that they continued in good works until the end. I thought that this verse might indicate to us that the secret of patient continuance of good works is that we seek for glory and honour and incorruptibility; not only that we are occupied with these things but we actually seek them. We seek them in present exercises, no doubt bearing on what is future and final, but presently we might seek for glory and honour and incorruptibility. 

So I seek grace to speak just a little about these great matters of glory and honour and incorruptibility. These are matters that are known to us; they are not strange to the believer. 

They are wonderful and so full of divine thought and import that it is a thought to speak about them but still they are known to us. In the midst of this world of corruption, this world of rebellion and man’s thoughts and man’s glory, there are those who are going on in the light of God’s world, they have these great elements before them and they are seeking them; they are seeking them because they know them. Dear brethren, we know what glory is; I think we can understand too in God’s world what honour is; and surely too we have some thought in our souls through the gospel of what incorruptibility is. These things are to sustain us, we are to seek them and go on in patient continuance of good works. Each of these thoughts is very extensive in scripture and have a great bearing, but I would just like to speak suggestively of them from the other scriptures read, and first of all then as to this thought of glory. 

It might be hard to define it but I understand that the believer becomes acquainted with glory. In fact it is not too much to say that he becomes familiar with that thought. The future for us is glory. It is not going to be strange in a day to come. We are going to be glorified and we are going to be in circumstances of glory, but it is not strange to us even now. In the midst of all the degradation that is around, and what we find in our own hearts too, there is such a thing before the believer as glory. Of course, glory really belongs to God. He says, “my glory will I not give to another”, Isaiah 42: 8. I think we have learned these things in the Lord Jesus, we certainly learn glory in Him. We have understood what glory is in that blessed One who came in and declared God; He came in and displayed glory for us to take account of. We thought earlier of these beautiful features of glory that shone in Jesus, His moral glory. Our first hymn reminded us that we contemplate His glory, the One who stooped, the moral glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. What a wonderful thought that is that we can understand such a thing as moral glory; not outward splendour, not what the world would regard, but the moral glory of the One who descended; it shone in every aspect of His life here. In every word and deed there was a moral glory shining because there was perfect manhood there, and it was all reflecting glory to God too. He was glorifying God in everything that He did. What a contemplation for our hearts, the glory of our Lord Jesus! We cannot say we do not know the glory set before us in Him, that One who went outwardly on a downward path, that involved for Him humiliation and suffering and scorning too. In it all His glory shone. 

And not only, was there His moral glory, but at times there was something else to be taken account of, His personal glory; it came out who was there. These things are known by us but what we can say about Godhead glory, the glory of Deity, no doubt would be limited. We are confined as creatures to what is revealed to us, but yet how wonderful it is that the glory of God shines in Jesus. It shines in His face. It says, “the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. That blessed Man who went into death to glorify God is now ascended and glorified and God’s glory is shining in His face. We come into the gain of it through the glad tidings. These wonderful things are available to us, dear brethren. We can say something about His Godhead glory, the One who could say, “I am” and they went away backward. 

Then He has official glories too. We said in the reading that we cannot resort to what is official now because of the completeness of the breakdown of the church but that has not affected Christ’s official glories. He is installed on high, made Lord and Christ. He fills out wonderful offices, but He is greater than them all and what He is morally sustains them all. 

The official glories cannot be affected by Satan or by anything else—the official glories of Jesus, Lord and Christ. What titles He has, the Head of the Church, how great and how glorious He is! My thought is that we should have glory before us and understand it, become familiar with it. We are said to be persons who look on the glory of the Lord. That would be characteristic of a believer, that is where his eyes are set. 

So you can understand that persons going in patient continuance of good works have glory before them and they seek it. It has been well said that there is only one future for the believer and that is glory. Much else might enter into the present but the future is glorious. We know that universally in this world it will be—“we boast in hope of the glory of God”, Romans 5: 2. It is going to fill this earth, God’s glory is going to shine and we boast in hope of that. 

Indeed, I would like to bring out this other matter too, that we are actually going to share it. The saints are going to be glorified too; we know that morally, in principle, they are already through the gift of the Holy Spirit, but we shall be manifested with Him in glory. There will be a time when God’s glory will shine and Christ’s glory will shine, when Christ is manifested, “then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory”, Colossians 3: 4. So this is something to have before us. Surely it sustains the soul in the light of difficulties, helps us to persevere in good works because we have such a matter before us. 

I read in Luke 9 because of the allusion there to glory on the mount of transfiguration. I think perhaps it bears out something of what one is saying that we are to become accustomed to glory. In this account of the glory that shone on the mount of transfiguration, it says, “And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, who, appearing in glory”, persons, men already appearing in glory, and they are not abashed in the presence of this great One, the Lord Jesus, they are talking with Him. It is a remarkable statement of scripture; it does not say that He was talking with them, but they were talking with Him, in circumstances of glory. 

In other words they did not feel out of keeping in that scene and, dear brethren, we are not going to feel out of keeping in that scene. Now is the time that we learn glory and, I think, no doubt the time that we take on glory. The assembly will come out having the glory of God, but I think it is taken on now. These features are wrought out in the souls of the saints, moral features and spiritual features, and it can be said then that the saints partake of glory. Then it says of Peter and those with him, “having fully awoke up they saw his glory”. I thought that might be an encouraging thought for us to sustain our hearts, something that would enter into our experience. We were speaking in the reading about things being confirmed in us, and it is wonderful to see a thing in scripture, but then to see right through to that matter actually coming into your experience by the Spirit so that you can apprehend something of such a matter as divine glory. 

We also read about honour, and I must confess having considerable difficulty as to which scriptures to read. I am speaking of honour in God’s world, not honour in man’s world, what the believer seeks in patient continuance of good works. The thought of honour runs through scripture more than perhaps we might think. It belongs to God for you find it in the ascriptions of praise to God in the epistles and in Revelation; it belongs to Him that He should be honoured. That marks the life of a believer—he understands through piety, the knowledge of God in his soul, what it is to honour God. Then above all we learn it in Christ. 

He speaks about how He honoured His Father. Everything He did reflected honour to God. How much with us dishonours God and how much have men done so. The idolatry of the heathen dishonoured God, even the fact that they made their images that they worshipped, images of men and beasts and reptiles. It was dishonouring to God, even to have such a thought. 

The Lord Jesus says of Himself, “I honour my father, and ye dishonour me”, John 8: 49. That blessed Man was dishonoured here, and I do not suppose the saints of God who are true to Christ can expect anything different from the world but to experience dishonour here. He honoured His Father, and we know that now He is crowned with glory and honour. These thoughts often go together in scripture. He honoured God in what He did and glorified God, and the answer to that is that He is crowned on high with glory and honour. These thoughts should be in our minds, dear brethren, and everything that is of God should be honoured by us. Every feature indeed that is of God and in His system should be honoured by us. We honour the saints because they are of God, as it says, “of him are ye in Christ Jesus”, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. We honour everything that is of God, even the government and the authorities that are set up by God. We honour them because God has set them up. The saints know how to honour one another too, to speak of one another rightly whatever the circumstances. read in John 12 because there is a suggestion there that the saints are going to be honoured for these matters that we seek to have part in. What a privilege! The Lord Jesus says in this scripture, “And if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. There can be no greater honour than that conferred by the Father, by God Himself. It is greater than any worldly honour, which adds nothing to the believer. This is an honour divinely conferred. If you read the section you can understand something of what the Lord is pointing to as to the kind of person that might be honoured. No doubt the saints, because of who they are, are worthy of honour but there is also this thought that something is worked out morally in them and spiritually that is worthy of honour. You find, for example, one man who ventured his life even to death for Paul’s sake and for the testimony—he is worthy of honour (see Philippians 2: 30). 

But here it is open to any of us to be honoured, not only by the saints but by the Father. The context is what the Lord Jesus says as to the grain of wheat falling into the ground and dying and bearing much fruit. That blessed matter has been before us, the death and resurrection of Christ, and the great result from it. Then in verse 25 there is a certain moral follow-on from that, “He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal”. There is a moral road which really involves death, and so the Lord Jesus says, “If any one serve me, let him follow me”. I think that involves that morally we accept death to be with Christ where He is so that we might serve Him. “And if any one serve me”. These ‘ifs’ that come into John’s gospel, how touching they are. He leaves the matter open; it is not exactly a claim or a demand but it leaves the matter open to affection that we might love the blessed One who went into death and rose again, and we might be prepared to follow Him even at the cost of hating our lives, and really knowing death to everything here so that we might be with Him, “where I am, there also shall be my servant”. Then the Lord Jesus says, “If any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. We would not have known that if the Lord had not disclosed it. There are persons who so follow Christ and so serve Him that the Father Himself honours them. Whether He does it now or in the future I do not know but the matter stands. They are persons who become worthy of honour. 

The third of these great matters that are to be before us, dear brethren, and that we are to seek, is incorruptibility. Again that is something that the saints know. It says as to the Lord Jesus that He “annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility” by the glad tidings (2 Timothy 1: 10), so incorruptibility has come to light on account of the death and resurrection of Christ; in the annulling of death He has brought to light such a matter as incorruptibility. 

We are in the midst of this corrupt world, and we are in mixed conditions too and know the weakness of our bodies and our condition in the flesh, yet in the midst of it all there is such a thing as incorruptibility; a state of things and an order of things that sin and death have nothing to say to. We have to do with incorruptible things, things that are going through into eternity. That is what Christianity involves. Practical and material things enter into the lives of the saints, and how they use them is governed by their spiritual life no doubt, but what we have to do with essentially, dear brethren, are things that are incorruptible. In its fulness I suppose it lies ahead as 1 Corinthians 15 indicates to us. What a thought that is that there is such a thing as incorruptibility brought to light through the glad tidings, meaning that it is something that is going to enter our souls through the gospel. There is such a thing beyond death and sin, untouched by them. 

Again we learn it in the Lord Jesus, ever the incorruptible One. In fact it says of God Himself that He is incorruptible. The Lord Jesus could not see corruption, it was not possible. He lay in the grave and there was no corruption but He rose again. He had to die and rise again that incorruptibility might be known by us, and in the end that we might enter into that blessed matter of incorruptibility. 

What a stay that is for the soul, in the patient continuance of good works. You might say much else is happening, much to dismay, to disappoint, but you go on in patient continuance because you see right through to incorruptibility. Already I believe, morally if we lay hold of that thought, there are things presently that are incorruptible, not only in the future. I know the actuality of it involves our bodies being changed. This scripture brings out the dead rising incorruptible; that is what it involves, but we are to understand that blessed matter now, that there is a realm of things and an order of things that cannot be touched by death, cannot be affected by it at all. That is what we have to seek, not corruptible things, not things that are going to pass anyway and are going into decay. Peter speaks about corruptible things such as silver and gold. So much is corruptible, that will go into decay, but we have things that will go into eternity, dear brethren. 

And so Paul tells them a mystery. How beautiful that Paul was given disclosures by the Lord Jesus and he brings them in at appropriate times, whether it be the truth of the rapture which he brought in for the troubled Thessalonians, or here for the Corinthians where so much pressure had been brought to bear on the saints, he brings in this great encouraging matter as to the resurrection. Many of these things that we have been speaking about enter into this chapter, the thought of glory and the thought of honour too, for the body is sown in dishonour but raised in glory. What an encouraging section it is, and then “in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet”. The trumpet shall sound, it is military. The Lord Jesus will act in a military manner at this time. He will act in power, in the final overthrow of death, death being swallowed up in victory. “For this corruptible must needs put on incorruptibility”. 

These bodies of ours are not sufficient in their present condition for what lies ahead. There must be the change, so that in resurrection we put on incorruptibility, the dead being raised incorruptible and the living putting on incorruptibility, and this mortal putting on immortality. 

Then it says, when that shall have happened, “then shall come to pass the word written—Death has been swallowed up in victory”. Death is going to be dealt with. It was dealt with at the resurrection of Christ, it is going to be dealt with in the resurrection of the saints. It says the Lord Jesus has already annulled death, having annulled him who had the might of death, and in the end it is going to be finished and completely put away. The chapter ends with something akin to what we read in Romans 2, “So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immoveable”. I suppose that is something like patient continuance—“abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord”. We know it is not in vain because these things are before us. They are in our affections and we are seeking them. 

It is a test; persons can see what you are seeking. What you are after in your life, what are you seeking? I think we would show that we are seeking these things as we go on in patient continuance of good works. I believe it comes out presently; in fact Ephesians helps to amplify that and emphasise it, for that epistle ends with a reference to incorruption; how touching that is that there is such a thing as incorruptible affections, “Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”, Ephesians 6: 24. There is nothing to mar, nothing to spoil or allow the affections of those who are loving our Lord Jesus Christ in this way; “with all them”, not just one or two that are such. May we be encouraged by these things, and seek to be confirmed in them, and prove them in our own souls, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
15 November 2003 

 


Scripture references

Romans 2:1-11 (JND) [1] Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, every one who judgest, for in that in which thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. [2] But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth upon those who do such things. [3] And thinkest thou this, O man, who judgest those that do such things, and practisest them [thyself], that *thou* shalt escape the judgment of God? [4] or despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads thee to repentance? [5] but, according to thy hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest up to thyself wrath, in [the] day of wrath and revelation of [the] righteous judgment of God, [6] who shall render to each according to his works: [7] to them who, in patient continuance of good works, seek for glory and honour and incorruptibility, life eternal. [8] But to those that are contentious, and are disobedient to the truth, but obey unrighteousness, [there shall be] wrath and indignation, [9] tribulation and distress, on every soul of man that works evil, both of Jew first, and of Greek; [10] but glory and honour and peace to every one that works good, both to Jew first and to Greek: [11] for there is no acceptance of persons with God.

Luke 9:28-32 (JND) [28] And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. [29] And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different and his raiment white [and] effulgent. [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. [32] But Peter and those with him were oppressed with sleep: but having fully awoke up they saw his glory, and the two men who stood with him.

John 12:26 (JND) [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 (JND) [50] But this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit God's kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruptibility. [51] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed, [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed. [53] For this corruptible must needs put on incorruptibility, and this mortal put on immortality. [54] But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruptibility, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the word written: Death has been swallowed up in victory. [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory? [56] Now the sting of death [is] sin, and the power of sin the law; [57] but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ. [58] So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in [the] Lord.

Romans 2 (JND) [1] Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, every one who judgest, for in that in which thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. [2] But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth upon those who do such things. [3] And thinkest thou this, O man, who judgest those that do such things, and practisest them [thyself], that *thou* shalt escape the judgment of God? …

Isaiah 42:8 (JND) [8] I am Jehovah, that is my name; and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Romans 5:2 (JND) [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.

Colossians 3:4 (JND) [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

John 8:49 (JND) [49] Jesus answered, I have not a demon; but I honour my Father, and ye dishonour me.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Philippians 2:30 (JND) [30] because for the sake of the work he drew near even to death, venturing his life that he might fill up what lacked in your ministration toward me.

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Romans 2 (JND) [1] Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, every one who judgest, for in that in which thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. [2] But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth upon those who do such things. [3] And thinkest thou this, O man, who judgest those that do such things, and practisest them [thyself], that *thou* shalt escape the judgment of God? …

Ephesians 6:24 (JND) [24] Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.



EXTRACTS

Now in chapter 1 (of Revelation) I come to what is nearer home. In what we have just spoken of we had the Lord presented in His relations with the world, but here He is walking in the midst of the seven golden lamps, and as there He proclaims by His habiliments that divine love is hindered, it is a most solemn thing to hinder the outflow of divine love. God is love, and He is set for the flowing out of what He is; He delights in it. So the Lord appears to one who knew well what the breast of Jesus meant. John presents the Lord Jesus as in the bosom of the Father. He alone does it; he was competent to do it, for he himself knew what it was to lean on the divine bosom. A wonderful thing, beloved! He was accustomed to lean on the bosom of Jesus; he knew it well, and only those who know it can rightly speak of divine love. 

Of course, we may speak of what Scripture speaks of, even with unhallowed lips, alas! but who can speak of divine love? As I said, it is. The only-begotten Son who is; it is a present thing. Now John knew what that thing was; he knew what it was to lean on the bosom of Jesus, and so he would understand what the golden girdle meant; he would understand that it was a question of God—gold usually has reference to God. God would notify the assemblies that there were hindrances to the outflow of His love, but you find they are not yet organised—thank God! The organisation of which I spoke sprang out of the bosom of the assembly terrible thing! As Judas went out from the very bosom of the circle in which Christ was loved, so Jezebel has gone out. But the assemblies are not regarded as organised against Christ (thank God they are not!), but what you find, alas! is that the greatest, the most privileged, the most enlightened of them—Ephesus—had left her first love. She had receded. 

Who is there here that has receded from the love that you once felt beating in your heart for Christ? What about it now? If you have moved away, you have moved back, and what can the Lord do now but exercise authority? He has authority. Look at the habiliments of the Lord Jesus in this passage and repent—do the first works. You say, It is a dispensation of grace. It is a dispensation of grace, but do not turn the grace of God into lasciviousness. If you have receded, He has authority and He threatens. Does He threaten in vain? No, He carries out His threats; “except thou repent”, as He says. Do not let the night pass over you without repentance, if you have receded. 

But then He deals with everything in the assemblies that stands in the way of the outflow of the love of God. He brings in the fire—“every one shall be salted with fire”, Mark 9: 49. So the next assembly, Smyrna, has persecution ten days. Happy for Smyrna! Happy for everyone whom the Lord chastens, upon whom He brings in the fire; it is their salvation. And so Smyrna is, as it were, saved, for He says, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life”. 

And then another hindrance to the outflow of God’s love comes in in Pergamos, where a wave of lawlessness sweeps in and the doctrine of Balaam is taught. You say, What is that? It is friendly associations, and keeping up family relationships, having ungodly people around you and forming links with ungodly neighbours that is what that is—“who taught Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols”. The Lord is dealing with the things that interfere with the love of God, and so one would appeal to the saints as to this doctrine of Balaam, lest we are allowing Midianitish relationships, friendly acquaintances and visitations with those who are of social status but who are not Christians, or are worldly Christians—one of the most deadening things that the enemy uses to hinder the outflow of the love of God to us. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 25, pp.229–231) 

A city of habitation in the life of the Spirit of God means an ordered state of things where life is, where property and life are cared for and where they are cherished, a city of habitation. 

You know in these special meetings that one is accustomed to attend, and I attend a good many, young people are very prominent, and thank God for it! These meetings are intended for them, but the challenge is, What do you come for? What is in your mind? God is a God of purpose, and if He works in a man’s or woman’s soul, He means that person to be a person of purpose in some sense. Have I come to a city of habitation? It is in truth the gathering of the people of God where ordered light and life are. Have I got something different in mind? Do I come for some other purpose? If you come for some other purpose, God is against you in every step you take. He is watching these occasions as much as or more than your parents are. The authority of parents does not cease when children attend such meetings. God is against all else but the city of habitation, where you come in contact with men and women who live in the Spirit, whose calling is heavenly, whose associations occasion a heavenly atmosphere. The meetings will not be neglected. What have you come for, save for the meeting, save to find the living and not the dead? God is appealing to the young, and these meetings are for them, but they are not to serve an occasion for the flesh but to promote what is of God in the youngest, that he might value the things of God, that he might see their superiority to anything that the world offers. You will find it constantly in the Old Testament that the young people ask their elders about the things of God; they are supposed to. It is in asking that you get instruction. The Lord Jesus at the age of twelve was found among the doctors. That is typical, as I might say of the brethren who can teach you and can impart divine things to you. He is found among the doctors. Did He go up with His parents to see the sights of Jerusalem? No, beloved friends. The males went up three times a year to Jerusalem. 

It was in a spiritual sense, and the Lord gives a lead to every young person here in that He was found among the doctors. What was He doing there? Hearing and asking questions. What was His business?—His Father’s. It is the first time that He is on His Father’s business. It is a very fine moment when a young man or young woman puts God before his parents. The influence of the parents should lead to that very thing, not as in the case of Mary and Joseph. They questioned it, but the Lord Jesus sets an example for the young. He is found among the doctors in the temple, hearing and asking questions, and He says that He was about His Father’s business. He has passed Joseph and Mary in that sense. It is a fine moment when a young man or young woman puts God, in that way, first. What a dignity there is! 

J. Taylor (Vol. 99, pp.312, 313) 

There is no surer evidence of love waning than staying away from the meetings. The circle of the saints is the circle of love; it is where love is—“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”, 1 John 3: 14. The question is often asked, How do I “lay hold of eternal life”? Paul exhorts us to do so, 1 Timothy 6: 12. Is it in the air? Not at all. 

It is among the brethren. And again “lay hold of what is really life”, 1 Timothy 6: 19. Where do you get it? Among the brethren. Keep as near as you can to them; and the more you desire to be among them, the more you have opportunity to do so. Eternal life is in Christ, but realised by the Spirit. Disregard of the assembly, the circle of spiritual affections, robs us of it. So that there is a great need of this warning. Constant pressure is apt to chill our love. 

Keep near the brethren; it is salvation. God says, “I will give salvation in Zion”, Isaiah 46: 13; and eternal life He commands there, Psalm 133: 3. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 48, p.534) 
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Scripture references

Mark 9:49 (JND) [49] For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.

1 John 3:14 (JND) [14] *We* know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love [his] brother abides in death.

1 Timothy 6:12 (JND) [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.

1 Timothy 6:19 (JND) [19] laying by for themselves a good foundation for the future, that they may lay hold of [what is] really life.

Isaiah 46:13 (JND) [13] I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not delay; and I will give salvation in Zion, [and] unto Israel my glory.

Psalms 133:3 (JND) [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.


OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		PERSONS WHO HAD EXPERIENCE WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD


		PATIENT CONTINUANCE OF GOOD WORKS


		EXTRACTS







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No. 386 January 2005

PERSONS WHO HAD EXPERIENCE WITH THE SPIRIT OF

COD senmmne s s n e 2
PATIENT CONTINUANCE OF GOOD WORKS................... 12
EXTRAGT Snunasnnamamnsn s sivrosses 22





