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SAMENESS AS MARKING BELIEVERS

W. McKillop 

2 Corinthians 3: 17, 18; 4: 7–14; 12: 16–18 

What I want to speak about a little, beloved brethren, is the thought of sameness. It is somewhat different from oneness but we can see that it is very close to oneness. Indeed as we noted in 1 Corinthians 12, the one runs into the other. The chapter begins with the thought of the same Spirit and the same Lord and the same God, but goes on to the one and the same Spirit and then one Spirit. When we come to Ephesians the thought of oneness is more pronounced. “There is one body and one Spirit ... one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all”, Ephesians 4: 4–6. In thinking about it, it seems to me that the thought of sameness more has a bearing on what is provisional. Oneness, of course, enters into the provisional time, but I think it runs on into eternity because it will hardly be necessary in eternity to speak about the same Spirit of faith, or the same steps, but the thought of oneness will characterise eternity. 

So I refer to this passage in 2 Corinthians 3 to draw to our attention the fact that the contemplation of the glory of the Lord leads on to transformation “according to the same image”; that is to say, the saints as engaged with the glory of Christ become more like Him, but more like one another. It is not that there is not a distinctiveness of spiritual personality. 

There is because the Lord has named every one of us, and He has named us differently because we fit differently into the divine structure. At the present moment, we fit differently into the Lord’s operational system, but nevertheless there is to be a sameness about us. The same image would indicate that every time we are especially collectively engaged with the glory of Christ, we emerge from that season characterised increasingly by spiritual sameness. 

That is, the image of Christ is seen more distinctly in us all. You will remember that Gideon said to the two who slew his brethren, “What sort of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? 

And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king. And he said, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother”, Judges 8: 18, 19. So I think that increasing spiritual sameness among us, in the way I am speaking of it, comes about from occupation with the glory of Christ, and also from being constitutionally formed in the truth of the assembly, because he says not that they were the sons of my father, but “the sons of my mother”. “They answered, As thou art, so were they”. Well, I suppose from one point of view, we would say we would like to be like Gideon. God spoke most approvingly and encouragingly to him in his preparing to deal with the Midianites. The Lord would speak to us encouragingly and approvingly to further this thought of spiritual sameness. 

Keep in mind, as I have said, that that is not contradictory to distinctiveness of personality. But you would expect that persons who are engaged with the glory of the Lord and “are transformed according to the same image” would be increasingly marked by likeness to the Person whose glory has affected them. As we are occupied with the Lord’s glory, His Spirit is engaged in transforming us, for it is His inward work. It really means that morally the image of Christ in all its beauty is seen more and more distinctly in all of us. It is a wonderful result of our being together. We do contemplate the Lord’s glory individually; no doubt that is the joy of our hearts, but there is something special about our being together and contemplating His glory as together, and the Spirit’s operation is to transform us “according to the same image”, as we sang in our hymn, ‘In all thy gracious image shine’ (Hymn 58). We know that finally we shall be transformed to the image of God’s Son. The sons of God will be like one another because they will be all like Christ, they will be all in His image. The Spirit’s work at the present time is to promote that among us so that there is less and less diversity in a wrong sense because the first man is being excluded by us more and more rigidly. 

Therefore the Spirit is more and more free to pursue His transforming work, and it is from glory to glory. 

That leads me to refer again to Gideon’s remark, “They were my brethren, the sons of my mother”, Judges 8: 19. We ought to be very much like persons who are constitutionally formed by the truth of the assembly. Indeed in Galatians where they were dropping down from the proper level of Christianity. Paul reminds them that we are children of the free woman, and that the Jerusalem above is our mother. There are all kinds of morally malformed humanity about us because persons have the wrong mothers. They have been deformed by the kind of instruction and teaching under which they were brought up. It can hardly be said of them that Jerusalem above is their mother, but we should be able to say, “Jerusalem above ... is our mother”, Galatians 4: 26. The apostle goes on to say in that epistle, “But ye, brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are children of promise”, Galatians 4: 28. 

The pattern to which we are being conformed is that of the heavenly Man, the pattern of Isaac. All this comes about as we are engaged with the glory of Christ. Then as we draw on the resource that is in Christ as our Head, we become increasingly formed and increasingly like one another as children of the free woman, having the Jerusalem that is above as our mother. Then it could be said of such by any one, if we enquired what they were like, as Gideon did, “As thou art, so were they”. And we could say as he said, “They were my brethren, the sons of my mother”. 

We have before us, if the Lord does not come in the interim, the pre-eminent occasion when the Lord comes to us and we behold His glory. The wilderness position is that by faith we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. But this is not the wilderness, as I understand it, it is the inside position, and to see His glory requires that we are making way for the Holy Spirit. It is more than what we see by faith. Seeing Jesus crowned with glory and honour by faith stabilises us in our wilderness path, but being occupied with the glory of the Lord as we are together in the assembly, and have broken bread, leads to this blessed gracious work of the Holy Spirit in transforming us “according to the same image”. That is really how the work of God proceeds as the Spirit is free in persons who are occupied with Christ. I suppose we could not explain how it goes on. We are absorbed with Christ; we are not thinking about what is happening in ourselves spiritually, but this is going on and so the “same image” is coming out, and it shines every time with increasing glory, “from glory to glory”. 

I read from chapter 4 in part to call attention to what the apostle speaks of as “having the same spirit of faith”. I take it that this alludes to faith as an active principle in the soul of the believer. You can understand the need for it, for he says, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels”. That reminds us that these earthen vessels are fragile and they might be broken at any time, but he says, “that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us”. 

The power of God maintains the vessel, earthen vessel as it is at the moment, as it maintains the treasure in the vessel. Think of the blessedness of being able to say that we have this treasure, the treasure of the knowledge of God. Then he speaks about these things he was going through or had gone through, “every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue”. How often we have encountered something like that in our lives, “seeing no apparent issue”. You say, How will this work out? Well, it adds, “but our way not entirely shut up”. God is going to come into this matter and show us that the surpassingness of the power must be of God. 

Then he comes to this, “always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body”. The earthen vessel here referred to is our body, but now it is not the condition of the vessel that is in mind but rather its capacity to express something. So it is that the dying of Jesus is borne about in the body. We have been told, and quite rightly I think, that the dying of Jesus refers especially to the time from the Lord’s coming down from the mount of transfiguration to the cross. If we are to follow in His steps, we must expect, beloved brethren, that our ways are going to be increasingly narrowed up. It was so with the Lord. I do not think you find generally speaking references to great crowds following Him after the mount of transfiguration, and when it comes to Gethsemane before He goes on to the cross. He has three with Him. It was a continual narrowing down. You can understand the Lord saying, “how am I straitened”, Luke 12: 50. But “bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus”, if we are on this line, we are accepting this narrowing down, this limiting, “that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body”. It is a wonderful triumph of God that in these bodies, that kind of life can be manifested. 

Then he says, “for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus”. Well, that is something to ponder. We hear of persons who are ignorant of God speaking about things happening that are untimely and so on, but here the apostle is saying, “we who live”. 

Those are the persons in whom the life of Jesus is being manifested in their bodies. He says, “we who live are always delivered unto death”; that is the divine action. If somebody is delivered unto death, it may not be literal death, but it may be the pressure of death through something that God orders because, in the life of the believer, nothing happens by chance. There is nothing that happens in our bodies, in our circumstances or in our households, that is apart from God having to do with it. So he says, “we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh”. 

What a triumph for God that in this mortal condition, mortal flesh, not sinful flesh, but flesh that is subject to death, the life of Jesus is manifested. It refers to more than the Lord’s flesh and blood life because that He laid down, but He had life in which He went through death, 

“In him was life”, (John 1: 4), and the believer as having the Spirit has life communicated to him by the One who is out of death. So he says, “death works in us”, pointing no doubt to his deep exercise about these believers, “but life in you”. A result of what he was going through was life in the saints. 

If we could think about what comes on us as being a question of being “delivered unto death on account of Jesus”, and the great result being life in the saints, it makes it well worthwhile to undergo whatever the Father, in His love and wisdom, brings on us, for He “scourges every son whom he receives” (Hebrews 12: 6), and scourging is no light matter. So you can understand why the apostle says, “And having the same spirit of faith”. That is another feature of similarity or sameness among us, that we have the same spirit of faith. I take it that it is faith working actively in our souls. Hebrews 11 would give us a great company of persons in whom the same spirit of faith was operating. If you look at that list, it is extraordinary what some of them went through, even to the point that what they sought was a better resurrection, which meant they faced death literally. So he says, “And having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, I have believed, therefore have I spoken”, quoting from Psalm 116: 10. As something comes on us, is the same spirit of faith active in us or do we become despondent, discouraged, distressed? It is a feature of overcoming that the same spirit of faith rises up in the believer, and he is able to maintain his position in the testimony and remain fruitful to God. 

You will remember in Deuteronomy 26 when the man brings his offering he says, “I have not eaten thereof in my mourning” (Deuteronomy 26: 14). 

That is one in whom the same spirit of faith has operated; whatever caused his mourning, he would not let that reduce what was for God. And so he says, “we” (that is Paul and those with him) “also believe, therefore also we speak”. That should really be the basis on which we speak. As I speak to you now, beloved brethren, what should be in my soul, and I think is in some measure, is the same spirit of faith. I am not saying something to you that is just theoretical, but I say it as believing God. I think that characterised Abraham pre-eminently that he believed God, that what He promised He was able also to do. So Paul says, “knowing that he who has raised the Lord Jesus shall raise us also with Jesus, and shall present us with you”. What a wonderful termination to the whole time of testimony, the whole period of faith, that the God who has raised Jesus will raise us with Jesus if we have fallen asleep and He shall present us together. Paul is saying that he and those with him would be presented with the Corinthians. That is a comforting thought, that those we have loved, and those we labour with, and those we go on in the testimony with, those whose company cheers our hearts, we are going to be presented together by the God who raised Jesus and who is able also to raise us. 

In the last scripture the apostle is speaking here as feeling in his spirit the unkind and false accusations that were made against him. He says, “But be it so”, that is, what the persons were saying earlier in the chapter. He says, “But be it so, I did not burden you”, that is, he was no burden to the saints in any sense. He says, “but being crafty I took you by guile”, and I think Mr Darby’s footnote is one of the most helpful at this point, ‘The apostle is not saying that he did this, but is answering a charge that he had kept up appearances by taking nothing himself, but knew how to indemnify himself by using Titus in order to receive from them. 

The charge was false, as he proceeds to show’. He shows it by alluding to the fact that, in spite of these false and malicious accusations, what characterised him and Titus and the brother he sent with Titus and others, was that they walked in the same spirit and they walked in the same steps. So this is to comfort us when we are unjustly and unfairly accused of things. He says, “But be it so”. I have not time either to answer to it, or to spend time worrying about it or thinking about it, but I just wanted to point out to you that what characterised Titus and the others with him, and what characterised me was that we “walked in the same spirit”; that would be the Spirit of Christ. As he says earlier in this chapter, “Now I shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved” (2 Corinthians 12: 15). That is the Spirit of Christ in the servant and in those with him. 

Then he says, Have we not walked in the same steps? There was nothing devious in Paul’s walk, nothing in Titus’ walk that differed from Paul’s, nothing in this other brother in his spirit or walk that diverted or differed from Paul’s and Titus’. So I thought to mention this to encourage us because one of the things that is most difficult to bear is unjust accusation. I think we see here how it is to be met; that persons who have the same spirit, the Spirit of Christ, are walking in the same steps, and they are not diverted from that by what may be said about them, what they have done, what they have ministered, what they are doing. Again I would say, I am not speaking merely theoretically; this passage, as I speak, is a comfort to me in myself, and it is a comfort to anyone who, for the Lord’s sake, is serving the saints, who loves them with the same kind of love as Christ loves, and who is serving for His sake, “ourselves your bondmen for Jesus’ sake”, 2 Corinthians 4: 5. 

It is a lovely answer, I think, and a morally overcoming answer to the false and unfair charge that was levied against him. As Mr. Darby’s note says, the apostle is answering a charge, and the charge was false as he proceeds to show. But he shows its falsity by calling attention to the spirit and the steps of these man and himself. What characterised them was the same spirit and the same steps. 

Well may the Lord encourage us to go on this way, because one of the hardest things to bear is to be unfairly accused, charged with something that is not right, but there is not time for us to answer things. So he says, “But be it so”. Then the answer that could not be rebutted was that he and the others were walking in the same spirit and in the same steps. May the Lord give us grace to do that until He comes for us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Denton, Texas
10 November 2001 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 (JND) [17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty. [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:7-14 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us: [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up; [9] persecuted, but not abandoned; cast down, but not destroyed; [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body; [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh; [12] so that death works in us, but life in you. [13] And having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, I have believed, therefore have I spoken; *we* also believe, therefore also we speak; [14] knowing that he who has raised the Lord Jesus shall raise us also with Jesus, and shall present [us] with you.

2 Corinthians 12:16-18 (JND) [16] But be it so. *I* did not burden you, but being crafty I took you by guile. [17] Did I make gain of you by any of those whom I have sent to you? [18] I begged Titus, and sent the brother with [him]: did Titus at all make gain of you? have we not walked in the same spirit? [have we] not in the same steps?

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

Ephesians 4:4-6 (JND) [4] [There is] one body and one Spirit, as ye have been also called in one hope of your calling; [5] one Lord, one faith, one baptism; [6] one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all.

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Judges 8:18-19 (JND) [18] Then said he to Zebah and Zalmunna, What sort of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king. [19] And he said, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother. [As] Jehovah liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you.

Judges 8:19 (JND) [19] And he said, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother. [As] Jehovah liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you.

Galatians 4:26 (JND) [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother.

Galatians 4:28 (JND) [28] But *ye*, brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are children of promise.

Luke 12:50 (JND) [50] But I have a baptism to be baptised with, and how am I straitened until it shall have been accomplished!

John 1:4 (JND) [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

Hebrews 12:6 (JND) [6] for whom [the] Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Psalms 116:10 (JND) [10] I believed, therefore have I spoken. As for me, I was greatly afflicted.

Deuteronomy 26 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. …

Deuteronomy 26:14 (JND) [14] I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I brought away thereof in uncleanness, nor given thereof for a dead person; I have hearkened to the voice of Jehovah my God; I have done according to all that thou hast commanded me.

2 Corinthians 12:15 (JND) [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.

2 Corinthians 4:5 (JND) [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake.



THE IMPORTANCE OF OVERCOMING

N. J. Henry 

John 16: 32, 33; 2 Samuel 22: 1–4, 30; Judges 6: 11–21; Genesis 5: 21–24; 2 Corinthians 12: 14, 15 

The thought in my heart is to raise the matter as to overcoming and the importance of it. I feel measured by it but that should not cause us not to take it up. There has never been a time since sin came in that God has not required it. I would like you to keep that in mind as we go over this thought, that as long as the will of God was in question and God’s rights were in question, God required the principle of overcoming. We have read an extraordinary verse at the end of John 16 where the Lord said Himself, “I have overcome the world”. I do not know if I could say much about that, I cannot explain it, but it was extraordinary that such a glorious Person came into an area where overcoming was required. 

In the three synoptic gospels we have the account of the temptations, where the devil comes personally; he has not done that with anyone else as he did to the Lord Jesus Christ. I am sure he uses agencies and other things, but I think it was unique as to the temptations that he came personally to Christ; but the temptations are not mentioned in John’s gospel. I think it has a much wider application in John’s gospel where it is sometimes hard to see the difference between Judaism and the world. The last thing the Lord Jesus says to His own as together before He died, in John’s gospel, are these words, “be of good courage: I have overcome the world”. Later, after He prays to His Father in John 17, He addresses Peter in chapter 18 where He says to put the sword back into the sheath, and then on the cross He speaks to His mother and John. In resurrection He speaks to His own as together after completing His work. Judas having gone out, He had opened up His heart from chapters 13 to 16, and finally said, “Behold, the hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own”. 

What word is this blessed Man giving to those who have persevered with Him in His temptations from the Jew and everything else that contradicted Christ in His pathway. He says, “ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me”. He is still in communion here. I know of course the forsaking is not mentioned in John, although it is in other gospels. 

And He adds, “These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace”. What a benefactor He was! This gives you a touch of rich grace from the words of Christ as He was going forward to suffer. He says, “In the world ye have tribulation”, the same kind of pathway as Christ. He suffered uniquely, but they would have the same kind of pathway. He says, “In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage—I have overcome the world”. 

He was personally morally superior to the whole system that was here, a glorious Person. He was here in the midst of it, but He was morally greater in every way although He was amongst men, alongside them. He worked in the carpenter’s shop, He lived a life of perfection and sinlessness. He knew no sin; that was the life of Christ, and at the end of it, having faced everything in the world, the whole system, of Judaism and everything it included, He says, I have overcome it, I am morally superior to it. Is that not a word of comfort for us, beloved brethren? If things get difficult in the world, remember these words of Christ, “I have overcome the world”, and if He leaves that powerful support, you and I have to enter into the pathway of overcoming. 

I just want to go on now to David; he is a remarkable overcomer. Compared with Solomon he was certainly a remarkable man. You could not say Solomon set out overcoming although he was momentarily a great type of Christ. I say ‘momentarily’ because he did not continue with it. The psalms are the product of overcoming. You would not have psalms if there is no overcomer as far as I know. Solomon had three thousand proverbs and one thousand and five songs but he only had two psalms linked with him and they appear to be early in his life. In the first one, Psalm 72, he speaks about receiving judgment, the king receiving judgment of the people as an early desire, and he refers, for instance, to “the kings of Sheba and Seba shall”, that is future, “offer tribute” (Psalm 72: 10). Well, the queen came from Sheba. Then the second is, “Unless Jehovah build the house, in vain do its builders labour in it”, Psalm 127: 1. They appear as early expressions of Solomon, but he did not continue as an overcomer. But you have an overcomer in David. He was a remarkable man and wrote at least half of the Psalms. There are a hundred and fifty psalms, so he had at least half of them; there is reference to him in the headings. David is a remarkable man and sets out the feature of overcoming. He is a lesson book to us; he did not fear the enemy. When he came to the enemy he was fearless, but he feared the adversary. He said, “I shall now perish one day” (1 Samuel 27: 1), in other words he would lose his life at the hand of Saul, but he did not think about that when he was dealing with Goliath. The adversary is a hard thing to face. The Lord said, “For it is not an enemy”, Psalm 55: 12. If it had been one who had hated Him, that had magnified himself against Him, He would have hidden Himself. He said, “mine intimate, my familiar friend” (Psalm 55: 13); that was the adversary. The adversary is from within, that is a solemn thing. You have to overcome the adversary, and I do not raise that in any way except, beloved brethren, that any of us might be drawn into the spirit of the adversary. I say that soberly, I might be marked by that spirit. Christ suffered from the adversary, Judas was the adversary. David suffered as a type of Christ; he suffered from Saul the adversary. 

I often think of that book of Jasher, the upright; I suppose that is the book of the overcomer. 

In 2 Samuel 1 David laments over Saul and Jonathan; I love to read that. He has no ill feeling. He had suffered, he had been chased. He had been like the flea and the partridge. He had been put in despicable places and chased out of the inheritance, from what was rightly his according to the mind of God. Morally I think it is one of the high points of David. He speaks well of Saul and Jonathan, “beloved and pleasant in their lives; Even in their death were not divided”, 2 Samuel 1: 23. He speaks about “The shield of Saul, as not anointed with oil” (2 

Samuel 1: 21). He died in a way he should not have died at the hands of the Philistines. I would say that was true overcoming. For instance, look at the brother who withstood Mr. Raven, and after he was taken, someone spoke and criticised him, but Mr. Raven said, He is better than us all now; that is the spirit of overcoming. Whatever attack there may be, keep in the right spirit, the Spirit of Christ. 

In 2 Samuel 22 he is setting out certain things and he admits that God made him an overcomer. He says, and this comes into one of the psalms too, “Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer”. What a manifold way he describes God, and that was not something that he had read somewhere; that was from experience, and it means more when someone speaks from experience. He says, 

“Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; God is my rock, in him will I trust— 

My shield, and the horn of my salvation, 

My high tower, and my refuge, 

My Saviour—thou wilt save me from violence”. 

Think of the manifold experiences that he had in the pathway of overcoming. He says, 

“For by thee I have run through a troop; 

By my God have I leaped over a wall”. 

Think of the power that God gave him in the pathway of overcoming. Dear young person there is plenty to overcome. There is not a moment in your day that you will not be required to overcome. It is not a great matter, it is a simple life of overcoming because you are in a world that is set against you and the line of faith that you have started on. The enemy is set against you, he cannot touch Christ where He is, but he will certainly do all he can, using the whole system surrounding you to attack you where you are down here; so you need to overcome. 

In Judges you come to Gideon who is a young man. Poor Israel! Instead of living in conditions where God would have placed them, they are in the dens, mountains, and caves and strongholds, and things were incomplete; they did the sowing and that was the finish of it. They never had any produce. They did the sowing, all the work, and then the Midianites came along and took the lot, and here this young man is working away. It says, “And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that belonged to Joash”. Now he did not come there for Joash, for Gideon’s father was not an overcomer because he had the altar of Baal. He had that so he was no overcomer. The angel came and sat over against him but he did not come to see Joash, although Joash submitted to it later. 

Here he came to see this young man. I think God is taking account of young men and women who are overcomers. They will not be missed by the eye of God. It says here, “the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him”, that is Gideon. Gideon was threshing wheat in the winepress to secure it from the Midianites; it was an unusual place to do it, a confined place. It was a place that the Midianites would not have come to. If anything could have been saved they would be after what might have reached the threshing floor. Gideon was prepared for confinement. That is to your salvation, young brother and sister. There are many here today, for which we thank God, but you need to know what it is to be in confinement and under the eye of God, and it will not be missed. 

The brethren might not notice it for a start but God will never miss it. It says here, “Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour”. Gideon did not feel that way and you will not feel that way either, but he said, “Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us?” What about all our fathers have told us? What about all the power exerted by God in taking them out of Egypt, holding the waters of the Red Sea to make a way through? The power of God was there delivering them out of Egypt, typical of the power of the world. We have heard all that from our fathers and now we are reduced and in weakness. How was it going to be recovered? You know this man was used to recover; he was one of the great recoverers in the book of Judges. God in His faithfulness raised this man up and it was on the principle of personal overcoming. I would like everyone to take that up personally. I need to do it, we all need to do it. This man overcame and he was doing something that God loved and recognised, and He identified Himself with it. When it comes to what he presents he takes a kid of the goats and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes; that would be the result of his work. He put the flesh in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out and presented it to him. What a feast it was! The Angel told him to take it and lay them on the rock and pour out the broth. The Angel touched them and “there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes”. It was as if. God accepted wholly what he had brought to Him. Not only the psalms require an overcomer, but the service of God requires it. The service Godward requires overcomers. There is probably no book like the Psalms that expresses the inner feelings of Christ. Think of the feelings of Christ at the forsaking, think of the feelings that He went through from the adversary that were expressed already. It is an astonishing book. 

Overcoming not only supplies the psalms, the expressions of experience, but also enriches the service of God. Others have done it and I want to be in it. 

I have read of Enoch from Genesis because Genesis gives the circumstances in which Enoch moved. You do not get the family reference in Hebrews but here you get it, and the expression ‘with’ is what struck me. This scripture is often quoted, but it does not tire you, does it? I love to think of Enoch and I look forward to meeting him. Here it says that “Enoch walked with God”. Overcoming brings you alongside of God (I say that respectfully). If you look at the footnote in Jude verse 14 to the word “amidst”, it says that the Lord has come 

‘with’ His holy myriads. It is an important word, with. In other words He will come in the midst of, or with, overcomers. Enoch was alone but there will be holy myriads, that is, persons who have overcome will be with God; you might say alongside of God in everything that He is doing. Is that not a reward for overcoming? To be with God and coming with the Lord to execute judgment. It says in Jude, “to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly”. That is how overcoming actually affects persons without. I think overcomers affect persons without, to convict the ungodly. Enoch looks out at everything that is ungodly; he sees things in a different way because he is with God. 

Now finally Paul is a remarkable overcomer. Here he is dealing with the Corinthians, and it seems the more he works with them the less affection he gets out of them. He says, “if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved”. He was prepared for it; he is an overcomer. I suppose if they turned away from him, turned their back on him, it would not have affected Paul; he was an overcomer. He came in the fulness of the blessing of Christ (Romans 15: 29); that is how he came. To Philemon he said, “if he ... owe anything to thee, put this to my account”. He was rich, he was wealthy because he was an overcomer. Whatever conditions there were in this local assembly at Corinth he held it with divine thoughts in view, a chaste virgin for Christ; he worked towards presentation. He wanted that local assembly to be a chaste virgin for Christ. That would be so for every local expression of the assembly. The only way I can see it can be arrived at in the Spirit is through the principle of overcoming. Someone made reference today to the overcomers in the assemblies, and in most of the assemblies in Revelation 2 and 3, the overcomer has what is given to him, but when it comes to Philadelphia he is made. In the other assemblies, the overcomer is given things largely, but the overcomer in Philadelphia is made; “Him will I make” (Revelation 3: 12), there is something special. There is something special to overcomers whatever conditions they come out of. In every local assembly that is addressed in Revelation and every moral state. God requires overcoming. He requires it from every one of us, none of us is excepted. You cannot say. It is beyond me; that is unacceptable to God. He requires overcoming and for every true heart to say there is need of it. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
20 April 2002 

 


Scripture references

John 16:32-33 (JND) [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me. [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

2 Samuel 22:1-30 (JND) [1] And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul. [2] And he said, Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; [3] God is my rock, in him will I trust My shield, and the horn of my salvation, My high tower, and my refuge, My saviour: thou wilt save me from violence. [4] I will call upon Jehovah, who is to be praised; So shall I be saved from mine enemies. [5] For the waves of death encompassed me, Torrents of Belial made me afraid. [6] The bands of Sheol surrounded me; The cords of death encountered me; [7] In my distress I called upon Jehovah, And I cried to my God; And he heard my voice out of his temple, And my cry [came] into his ears. [8] Then the earth shook, and quaked; The foundations of the heavens trembled And shook because he was wroth. [9] There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, And fire out of his mouth devoured: Coals burned forth from it. [10] And he bowed the heavens, and came down; And darkness was under his feet. [11] And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly; And he was seen upon the wings of the wind. [12] And he made darkness round about him a tent, Gatherings of waters, thick clouds of the skies. …

Judges 6:11-21 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites. [12] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. [13] And Gideon said to him, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where are all his miracles that our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? And now Jehovah hath cast us off, and given us into the hand of Midian. [14] And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I sent thee? [15] And he said to him, Ah Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. [16] And Jehovah said to him, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man. [17] And he said to him, If now I have found favour in thine eyes, shew me a sign that it is thou who talkest with me. [18] Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. [19] And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him under the terebinth, and presented it. [20] And the Angel of God said to him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. [21] And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. And the Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight.

Genesis 5:21-24 (JND) [21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah. [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

2 Corinthians 12:14-15 (JND) [14] Behold, this third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not be in laziness a charge; for I do not seek yours, but you; for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children. [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …

Psalms 72:10 (JND) [10] The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall render presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer tribute:

Psalms 127:1 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of Solomon.} Unless Jehovah build the house, in vain do its builders labour in it; unless Jehovah keep the city, the keeper watcheth in vain:

1 Samuel 27:1 (JND) [1] And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul will despair of me to seek me any more within all the limits of Israel, and I shall escape out of his hand.

Psalms 55:12 (JND) [12] For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me then could I have borne it; neither is it he that hateth me that hath magnified [himself] against me then would I have hidden myself from him;

Psalms 55:13 (JND) [13] But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend.

2 Samuel 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter of the Amalekites, that David abode two days in Ziklag. [2] And it came to pass on the third day, that behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with his garments rent, and earth upon his head; and as soon as he came to David, he fell to the earth and did obeisance. [3] And David said to him, Whence comest thou? And he said to him, Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped. …

2 Samuel 1:23 (JND) [23] Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their lives, Even in their death were not divided; They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.

2 Samuel 22 (JND) [1] And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul. [2] And he said, Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; [3] God is my rock, in him will I trust My shield, and the horn of my salvation, My high tower, and my refuge, My saviour: thou wilt save me from violence. …

Jude 1:14 (JND) [14] And Enoch, [the] seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to these, saying, Behold, [the] Lord has come amidst his holy myriads,

Romans 15:29 (JND) [29] But I know that, coming to you, I shall come in [the] fulness of [the] blessing of Christ.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.



GOD COMPLETING HIS WORK IN BELIEVERS

D. Spinks 

Philippians 1: 6; 1 Corinthians 15: 42–50 

I have a simple impression, dear brethren, that the work that God begins He will complete. 

God has worked in the soul of every believer to bring out something that will be for His glory and pleasure. I think it is a wonderful thing to see that God works in the first order of man to bring about another order of man that is wholly suitable to Himself. It shows the greatness and glory of who God is, that He has worked in love to bring that which was far away from Him to be near to Him and made suitable to Him. What we are naturally is of the dust, that is what we are born into. But God brings about what is heavenly—a totally different character of man altogether. The work that He begins in each soul He will complete, he never leaves anything incomplete. 

So we can take courage, each one in whom there is a work of God, that He will complete it to His own glory; there is that which will be brought into conformity to the heavenly Man. It is a wonderful thing that God can take a natural creature such as you or me and He can sow a seed there and bring about something in that soul so that it comes to feel a need for a Saviour. 

God works in new birth to bring about in the soul the feeling of need for a Saviour. The soul feels that it is away from God, that it is a sinner. That is new birth; it is the beginning of the work of God. And then the soul comes to know the Saviour, comes to know Jesus. It is a wonderful moment in a person’s life when he realises that there is a Man in heaven who has died for him and who has set him free from what he is according to nature, what he is according to flesh and in bondage to sin. 

That is God’s work, and I feel encouraged that that work is continuing. Each of us needs to see it and lay hold of it, because it is very evident that the work of God stands out in this present age, in the world of corruption and sin and lawlessness and wickedness. That is really the first order of man, but God is bringing out, in a world of corruption and sin, another order of man related to that heavenly Man and taking character from Him. So that when the believer is taken from this scene to be with the Lord Jesus for ever, he will go to his home. He will not be uncomfortable there. He will be in the condition that God meant him to be in. It is a wonderful thing to see and to relate ourselves to the work of God in us. 

So I just read these scriptures to show the greatness of the work of God. We are all born of flesh and blood, and subject to death, “For dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return”, Genesis 3: 19. But what God is forming now is of a different character of man. It says here, 

“Thus also is the resurrection of the dead”. That is the nature of the relationship which the believer has with the Lord Jesus because it is only as knowing that blessed One in that condition that we can relate ourselves to the heavenly Man. The Lord is no longer in this scene. He showed the characteristics of a Man who came from heaven when He was here on this earth, and men took account of them. They could see Jesus as he walked here in this scene and they saw that He was a different character of man from every other man who walked here. But He has gone into death and He has removed that first order of man. It says in Hebrews that He takes away the first that He might establish the second. The second man is of the order of man that is suitable to God and shall be eternally. That is what He is forming in every believer who has the Spirit at the present time. 

I think that that is a great encouragement to be in relation to what God is doing, because I feel for myself that it is very easy to be in relation to what I am doing, what is of nature and what is of this world. What is of this world is going to come to an end, but what is of God will go through and will shine in all its glory because it is going to be of the character of Christ. Is that not an encouragement? I believe that it is an encouragement to every one of us—what God is forming in you and me, poor weak feeble creatures according to flesh, but He is forming characteristics of a Man who is able to stand in God’s presence suitably because He is a different character of man altogether. That can only be God’s work, it is only through the grace of God that He has come to meet us and bring us into this area where we know Christ as our Saviour and come into the enjoyment of all that God has in His heart for us. 

I think that a person who knows about God’s work would know something about being in relation to God’s purposes, because His purposes relate to what is eternal and are beyond this sphere altogether. So it says that “It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptibility”. I cannot say much about these things, but it affects me, the wonder of what God can do in a creature man, that He is going to bring about a state that is suitable in every soul who will be in heaven—that is a wonderful thing. “It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body—if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one. Thus also it is written, the first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit”. The last Adam a quickening Spirit is Christ. The quickening is the life that Christ would impart to the believer from where He is in heaven. So the believer who seeks and finds his life in relation to another Man in another world would be conformed to that heavenly Man. He would become characteristically like that One who is in heaven. That is what God desires from us here. The believer here who is in relation to another Man would not regard this world as his home. Sometimes we sing, ‘Yon heaven is our home’ (Hymn 7). That should be the objective of every believer who has their faith and trust in Christ. “But that which is spiritual was not first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual”. You might say that God could easily have brought in that which was spiritual, but He brought in a natural man. One application is that it shows the greatness of what God can do with a man. He can turn a man who is naturally in weakness into a man who is pleasurable to Himself, who is in suitability to be in His presence. A spiritual person would be suitable to be in God’s presence. Unless God works in us, we who are of flesh and blood in weakness and of a sinful nature can have no part in God’s presence, before a holy and righteous and sin-hating God. But what God sees in a spiritual person is pleasurable to Him; it gives Him pleasure and satisfaction. God can only have satisfaction in His own work. It is very encouraging to see that what God is forming today is for His own satisfaction and pleasure—and also for our blessing. 

“Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones”. So these features are to be characteristic of us—the heavenly one is the Man in heaven. That is where Christ is today. But there are the heavenly ones—that is the characteristic feature of every believer who has his life and soul and finds his energy and objective in Christ. So that we should come out in features like Christ, features which He showed when He was here as a Man. Think of Him being subject to His Father’s will. I think that a believer here who is leading his life in relation to Christ, finding his life in Christ, would be a subject person. He would not be going on seeking to do his own will and doing his own thing; he would be subject to the Man in heaven. We would see the features of a heavenly person coming out in this way—he would be subject to the Man in heaven. He has another Head and another Object, and so he has come under the authority of another Man. 

We are no longer under our own authority—we may like to think that—but the believer is to be under the authority of another Man. So it says, “And as we have borne the image of the one made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly one”. What an objective the believer has! As we have borne the image of the one made of dust, we shall bear the image of that blessed glorious Man, the One in whom God has found His delight, the One whom God has raised from among the dead, the One whom God has set down at His right hand in glory. 

Every believer in whom God has begun a work—He shall complete it. His complete work I believe is that we shall bear the image of that blessed Man. We shall come out and we shall be like Him and we shall be with Him in glory. That is a wonderful thing. So it goes on to say that “But this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit God’s kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruptibility”. What we are as flesh and blood in the present day, in the scene in which we find ourselves, cannot enter in to these wonderful things which are open to us in the power of the Spirit. What we are according to the first order of man has to be put out of sight. We have to apply the death of Christ to that matter. Another Man in another world becomes the object for the believer. It was a simple impression that I had that we might see the work of God and how it is to be complete in every one of us. May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
4 September 2001 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

1 Corinthians 15:42-50 (JND) [42] Thus also [is] the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptibility. [43] It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. [44] It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body: if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual [one]. [45] Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit. [46] But that which is spiritual [was] not first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual: [47] the first man out of [the] earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven. [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones]. [49] And as we have borne the image of the [one] made of dust, we shall bear also the image of the heavenly [one]. [50] But this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit God's kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruptibility.

Genesis 3:19 (JND) [19] In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, until thou return to the ground: for out of it wast thou taken. For dust thou art; and unto dust shalt thou return.



EXTRACTS

APT In 1 Corinthians 12 which you quoted in prayer at the outset, you referred to “And God has set certain in the assembly” (v.28), and then prior to that it says, “God has set the members, each one of them in the body” (v.18). How do you view those two thoughts in relation to service and anyone that God may take up like Paul? 

JT I think it comes under the head of what we are saying; the head of classification. We are not all of the same value. It says in 1 Corinthians 12, “And God has set certain in the assembly—first, apostles; secondly, prophets; thirdly, teachers; then miraculous powers; then gifts of healings; helps; governments; kinds of tongues”, etc. The same would apply in principle to the body, “Now ye are Christ’s body, and members in particular” (1 Corinthians 12: 27). We are not all of the same value, but each has his own value, and that is what gives variety and such pleasure in the Lord’s mind, and what pleasure He had in Paul; “an elect vessel unto me”. 

And then as regards the passage in Timothy so as to keep to the subject, you see how fitting it is that it should be brought up in Timothy—this question of the great house, as if God would have that brought into this subject. What is pictured in the great house is the great profession today of servants. It says, “But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour”. That would indicate there are many who are not really converted at all. But then what one had in mind was this matter applied to the profession of Christianity, persons who are viewed as vessels—whether they are unto honour or dishonour. And verse 21 says, “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these (that is, vessels unto dishonour), then we have the interpolation of the words there “in separating himself from them”—these words are necessary to the understanding of the passage, that it implies separation. A person might say, It is not in the original, but it is a question of spiritual intelligence as putting in words that are needed to give the sense, the full sense of the Spirit of God in this passage. So that separation is needed to bring out in the persons who are ministering professedly, whether they are real or not. If they are not real they have to be separated from; a very solemn matter, whether we are allied with persons who are not really Christians, because the apostle says elsewhere, “lest after having preached to others I should be myself rejected”, 1 Corinthians 9: 27. That is a very strong word, meaning he would not be saved at all. And so here persons who are to dishonour, who are questionable, you cannot say they are Christians, or that God so classifies them, and He says we must separate from them to be serviceable to the Master. We are constituted vessels to honour and sanctified and serviceable to the Master and prepared unto every good work if we are separate from vessels to dishonour. I thought it would be necessary to add this thought for us practically as to service in the midst of a mixed profession. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 56, pp.338, 339) 

I desire to enlarge on these points, because you can understand it is of very great importance that we should be set to enter into the purpose of God, and, as I said, it begins with a right judgment being formed. One would question oneself and others what judgment one has formed about things. I mean to say, what kind of judgment have you formed as the result of the gospel coming to you? If you have not come to Paul’s judgment of things here it is not a bit likely that you will ever leave them. You were born into them and accept them as a matter of course. The political economy in which you have been born—the social and commercial relations and the ordinary family relations and duties dependent upon them; all these things you accept as a matter of course. We have very little thought of them save that we are born into them and go on with them. But the thought of God is to set your heart and mind in movement in regard of all that. The gospel comes in to that end—it is light from God to us and is intended to set our hearts and minds in movement; and if we become active in this way we begin to form a judgment about things. People who have no definite judgment are practically of no use to God. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 69, pp.17, 18) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

1 Corinthians 12:27 (JND) [27] Now *ye* are Christ's body, and members in particular.

1 Corinthians 9:27 (JND) [27] But I buffet my body, and lead it captive, lest [after] having preached to others I should be myself rejected.
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