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FELLOWSHIP, ESPOUSAL, PRIESTHOOD, RIGHTEOUSNESS

W. McKillop 

1 John 1: 3–5, 7; 2 Corinthians 11: 1–3; Deuteronomy 21: 1–9 

I do not suppose that I shall say anything that is not known among us, at least by those who have spiritual experience. But I think it is helpful for us to review things together, especially at the conclusion of the three days we have had. In fact the apostle in writing to the Corinthians says, “we do not write other things to you but what ye well know and recognise”, 2 Corinthians 1: 13. I assume that would be the position among us in these meetings. And he goes on to say, “I hope that ye will recognise to the end”. I think the Lord is counting on us to recognise the things that we well know to the end. And I think, by ‘recognise’, the apostle means that they should not only be understood among us in the way of teaching, but practised among us as a way of life in our localities. 

I think there is a link in this first passage with what we began with in Luke 1: 35, “the holy thing”. The apostle says, “That ... which we have seen”. It is not exactly the Person that is in mind, but what was seen in Him. I would like to emphasize that what we are dealing with in Christianity is what was seen in Christ. It was there in fulness and infinite perfection. That is what is to hold us in these last days when the truth is being given up. The apostles, the twelve saw that. John says, “that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that ye also may have fellowship with us”. I would like to make the point that there is no other fellowship than the fellowship of the apostles. What was set on by the twelve is what has come down to us. It is the only fellowship there is. Even Paul, the great minister of the assembly, came into it just as we come into it. When he went into Damascus he came into the apostles’ 

fellowship, the same as Ananias and those in Acts 2 did. I think it is needful that we should cling to that. With all the changing ideas there are current in Christendom, we need to cleave to this, that what has come down to us is the apostles’ fellowship. They had fellowship with the Father and the Son, but we have fellowship with them. That characterised those converts in Acts 2. They persevered in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship. I think the Lord is counting on us to persevere in the apostles’ fellowship until He comes. There is not any other. 

It is not brethren’s fellowship, it is not something else, it is the apostles’ fellowship. And John is saying that what he reported and what the others reported, was that we might have fellowship with them. 

It is important to notice that this fellowship is in the light. He says, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all”. That is the God we have to do with. He is light, infinite purity, and “in him is no darkness at all”. Now it is important to notice in this epistle that the apostle begins with light, not with love. He will come to love because ultimately love is the final thing. 

What we get later in the epistle is that “he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him”, (1 John 4: 16). We might say that is the great objective the apostle has in mind. But there are many things that need adjustment. Light is the means of adjustment. When Paul writes to the Ephesians he says, “that which makes everything manifest is light”, not love, light (Ephesians 5: 13). Where adjustment is needed, what is needed is light from God. Then if we are to have fellowship with one another, it can only be as we walk in the light, and that involves movement. We heard about the elder son who would not go in, he remained in the darkness. 

If we are not moving in the light, we are going to be in darkness. And if we are not moving according to divine principles we shall be in darkness. I think we need to take that to heart. 

The Lord has appealed to us in these days together, graciously and appealingly and encouragingly, to come into line with the truth, and to remain in line with the 

truth. That means we must be governed by divine light in all our affairs, individually, householdly and assembly-wise. God is light, but He is in the light. All the operations of God at the present time, through Christ and by the Spirit, are in the light of the revelation of Himself in Christ. There are no divine operations outside of that. So he says, “if we walk”—

that is to be characteristic—“in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another”. So that means our individual links with one another, but it will lead to what is collective. So as I look at my local brethren and I say, I can walk with that one, and I can walk with that one, I think that is how it works out. They are walking in the light, I am walking in the light, and if that be true, we have fellowship with one another. 

Reference was made in the earlier meeting to persons who set up something that is apart from the Lord’s supper in the assembly in a place. That is not fellowship, that is darkness. Those persons may assert that they are acting according to principle, but that is darkness. There is no basis for true fellowship in that. It does not belong to the apostles’ fellowship, because in that same section in Acts it goes on to say that “they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”, Acts 2: 42. It was one matter. 

To dissociate the Lord’s supper from the light of God and the apostles’ fellowship, I would say, we need to accept is darkness. We need to pray for brethren who have done that, that they will be delivered from that darkness. 

Now the connection among these scriptures lies in their current bearing on us in our localities. So this passage deals with light and fellowship. What I read in 2 Corinthians 11 

deals with godly jealousy and the saints in localities espoused as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

Godly jealously is right. We should have godly jealousy about what is for Christ in our localities. God commended Phinehas saying, “he was jealous with my jealousy”, 

Numbers 25: 11. As we maintain our links with the Holy Spirit in regard of our localities, if something intrudes that would negate the character of a chaste virgin for Christ in the place, we need to rise up in godly jealousy about that. It is no time for hanging back, no time for being uncertain about issues, no time for letting Satan intrude into what is for Christ. 

Now you notice in this passage it is not the full thought of union, it is espousal. The full thought of union requires the full thought of the assembly. Now in the service of God, as we were referring to it, we do touch the thought of union, no question about it, we have that experience. But the thing to get hold of here is that in Corinth the apostle had wrought with persons, men and women, perhaps children, and his objective was to espouse them as a chaste virgin to Christ. Well you say the apostle is not here. That is true, but the Spirit of Christ is here, and He is still maintaining this in regard of our localities. Corinth in that sense is the pattern local assembly, as to how features of the truth are taught among the saints, and how the work of God proceeds in the saints, so that there is something that is wholly for the heart of Christ, “one man”. Usually we think of the epistle to the Romans when we think of the one Man Jesus Christ. But here it is again, that the apostle had espoused the saints in Corinth to one Man, “to present you a chaste virgin to Christ”. Think of what an objective he had. I think the Spirit of God would give us to share that objective about our localities. Not that we are presenting our local meetings, I am not suggesting that, but that our objective is, that there should be something of this character there which is for the heart of Christ. But notice what he says, “But I fear”. We had a warning earlier today in Genesis 24: 6, “Beware”. This is a warning, “But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived”—not Rebecca, not Abigail—

“Eve by his craft”. Now when you think about that, the deception began very simply. The serpent said to the woman, “Is it even so, that God has said ...?”, 

Genesis 3: 1. Have you thought about that? How crafty that was. There was no open denial of what God had said, no challenging of it. But this subtle question, “Is it even so, that God has said ...?” Think of the seriousness, to apply that verse in Genesis 3 to a local assembly, that the serpent gets into a local meeting and raises a question and the woman falls into transgression. The local assembly loses its connection with Christ, at least in those who are subject to the subtlety of the serpent’s question. Now I am not trying to be fanciful in saying that, but think about it soberly. The serpent gets into a locality through somebody. The question looks innocuous, but it raises the whole issue of the authority of divine speaking. “Is it even so, that God has said ...?” I think that one thing that the devil is at is to destroy in localities the authority of the ministry of the recovery of the truth. “Is it even so, that God has said ...?” The next thing will be that he will impugn the whole question of the Scriptures. It is an easy step for persons who cast overboard divinely accredited ministry to find themselves unable to cut in a straight line the word of truth. So the Scriptures lose their power over the conscience and over the heart, and over the mind. So he says, “so your thoughts should be corrupted”. That is what the enemy is at, our thoughts. If our thoughts are subject to the darkening influence of the enemy, you may be sure that our affection for Christ will soon wane, and the virgin character of things in localities will be lost. We must be jealous with a godly jealousy about this, to preserve what the Lord has in our localities until He comes. 

I refer to the passage in Deuteronomy 21, and my point here is not to go into the detail of the chapter, but to call attention to priestliness and righteousness. You notice in verse 5, the priests the sons of Levi shall come near. Then the section finishes with, “when thou shalt do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah”. We had that word the other night about, “thou Observer of men”, Job 7: 20. The Observer of men is also the Observer of local 

meetings. “When thou shalt do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah”, has a bearing on our local meetings. God is scrutinizing what is going on there. You remember in Proverbs 15: 3 it says, “The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, beholding the evil and the good “. It alludes no doubt to the Spirit acting in persons. We had that in 1 Corinthians, those in Corinth, “with all that in every place”. The eyes of Jehovah relate to every place where the Lord’s name is. 

They behold the evil and the good. That is what it says. So as our brother said in the earlier meeting, this man is found slain. That means that someone acted in lawlessness. And it says, 

“then thine elders and thy judges shall go forth, and they shall measure unto the cities which are round about him that is slain; and the city that is nearest unto him that is slain, even the elders of that city”. Notice that expression occurs three times in this section; in verse 3, “the elders of that city “, in verse 4, “the elders of that city”, and again in verse 6, “the elders of that city”. I want to reinforce what our brother said, that when the Lord raises an issue in a locality it belongs to that locality. I want to illustrate that simply by how Paul dealt with Corinth. He put matters on the Corinthian saints. Now you might say, ‘Paul, why do you not bring Cenchrea into this, it is only nine miles away, there are good people there, why do you not get Cenchrea involved’. But I do not think you find anywhere in Paul’s writings to the Corinthians that he suggested anybody in Cenchrea should take up the Corinthian matters. It was very close, nine miles only. We have some things going on that involve a lot more mileage than that. But let this come home to us— Just because we are near to where the Lord has made an issue does not mean that He wants us to take it up. It is the elders of that city. It is what it says here three times. Once the responsible city is identified, the Spirit of God through Moses insists that it must be the elders of that city that meet the matter. Now the priests the sons of Levi are involved because fellowship is general as well as local. But priesthood has a universal bearing. There is no 

suggestion that elders from other cities are involved. The priests are mentioned, meaning that what is to be exerted in this sorrowful matter is a heavenly influence. The priests’ lips keep knowledge, if you do not know what to say, do not say anything. Better to not say anything than to engage in matters that are beyond your competence. 

Then I want to point out, too, it says, “for them Jehovah thy God hath chosen to do service unto him”. That is their primary function. Priests settle matters by their word, not by administrative action. But their primary function is to do service to Him and the next, “to bless in the name of Jehovah”. That is to bring in the gracious, heavenly influence of the truth among the brethren. 

I want to say something now, about how the matter is met by the slaying of the heifer. It says, 

“the elders of that city shall take a heifer that hath not been wrought with, that hath not drawn in the yoke”. The heifer is a type of Christ. The Lord was never under the influence of man at all. You remember even when His mother came and said to Him, “They have no wine”. He said to her, “What have I to do with thee, woman?” John 2: 4. He would not be influenced on natural lines even by His mother. You might say, ‘Was He disrespectful?’ Far be the thought. 

The Lord was putting the matter where it belonged, in another place as He was speaking to the crowds, one said, “thy mother and thy brethren are standing without, seeking to speak to thee”, Matthew 12: 47. The Lord is going on you might say with the meeting and somebody comes in and says, ‘Well, the natural link has a claim here’. I think there is a lot of that in the current exercise among us, people influenced by what they hear from their relatives. If they are priestly, that is another matter. But think of these elders going with this heifer. What a study for these elders to look at that heifer as they go down into the valley to the watercourse. 

What a study for 

responsible persons in localities to take account of Christ as the One who was only ever governed by the will of God and by the word of His Father. Even He says, “the Father who sent me has himself given me commandment what I should say and what I should speak”, John 12: 49. Think of such perfection, that He never said a word that was not commanded by His Father; what He should say and what He should speak. Well this is the heifer, and I would suggest that, if we are dealing with anything in our localities, we need to handle it as having gone down into the valley alongside the heifer. Then face the exercise that the heifer’s neck must be broken, meaning that because my will has been active something has happened, and that required the death of Christ. This is not the general thought of sins now. This is something that has happened in a locality and the death of Christ is required to meet it. 

So I would appeal to us to think about these things, and to ponder them. And if we are meeting something in our locality to go alongside that heifer, so to speak, down to that point where the heifer’s neck is broken. I think we would come back with our own wills broken. So they say, “Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it”. I want to say plainly that where brethren are acting in their localities to maintain divine principles, they cannot be charged with the blood of persons that they have had to deal with because they were lawless. Maintaining divine principles is essential if the Lord is to be among us. I hope no one here would think that because a local assembly is dealing with something within its sphere of responsibility that those brethren are guilty of anything but maintaining divine principles. This has a bearing on the whole position. It is worked out in the locality, but they say, “Forgive thy people Israel, whom thou, Jehovah, has redeemed”. They are thinking of the whole position universally, and every exercise that is worked out in any locality, wherever it is, has in mind the whole position of the assembly on earth at the present moment. 

So I come to this last verse because it says, “when thou shalt do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah”. We have had a good deal in these days, which has searched us, of divine scrutiny. 

And I would like to leave us with a great desire to do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah. 

Never mind what your relatives think, never mind what somebody else in another meeting thinks, the issue for all of us in our localities is to do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah. 

Remember that verse I mentioned earlier, “The eyes of Jehovah are in every place” (Proverbs 15: 3), they are in Corinth, in Cenchrea, in Philippi, they are in Laodicea, or wherever it is. 

The Spirit of God is there in some priestly person or persons and God is taking account of the evil and the good. But the great point is to maintain righteousness assembly-wise in what we do. That is the real test. Is it righteous in the eyes of God? I trust, beloved brethren, as we take account of these meetings that we have had, and I would venture to say including this one, the Lord intends this ministry to benefit the whole assembly. It has been given in this place, and therefore, you might say primarily for the brethren here, and then for those of us that are here from elsewhere, but I have never had such a sense, as I have now since I have come here, that the Lord intends what we have had here to affect the universal position. I trust what we have had will be disseminated and the brethren will get the gain of it. What we need among the brethren universally is restful conditions. There is too much excitement, too much agitation, too much unspiritual communication. What we need is to be at rest. Think of the Lord effectuating that among us as we come under His influence. I think the way to it is the contemplation of the heifer whose neck had to be broken. What a subduing effect that will have. May God grant it for us all. 

Address at Plainfield
25 May 1992 

 


Scripture references

1 John 1:3-7 (JND) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. [4] And these things write we to you that your joy may be full. [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. [6] If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not practise the truth. [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

2 Corinthians 11:1-3 (JND) [1] Would that ye would bear with me [in] a little folly; but indeed bear with me. [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ. [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.

Deuteronomy 21:1-9 (JND) [1] If one be found slain in the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee to possess, lying in the field, [and] it be not known who hath smitten him, [2] then thine elders and thy judges shall go forth, and they shall measure unto the cities which are round about him that is slain; [3] and the city that is nearest unto him that is slain, even the elders of that city shall take a heifer that hath not been wrought with, that hath not drawn in the yoke; [4] and the elders of that city shall bring down the heifer unto an ever-flowing watercourse, which is not tilled, nor is it sown, and shall break the heifer's neck there in the watercourse; [5] and the priests the sons of Levi shall come near; for them Jehovah thy God hath chosen to do service unto him, and to bless in the name of Jehovah; and according to their word shall be every controversy and every stroke. [6] And all the elders of that city, that are nearest unto him that is slain, shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck is broken in the watercourse, [7] and shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it. [8] Forgive thy people Israel, whom thou, Jehovah, hast redeemed, and lay not innocent blood to the charge of thy people Israel; and the blood shall be expiated for them. [9] So shalt thou put away innocent blood from thy midst, when thou shalt do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah.

2 Corinthians 1:13 (JND) [13] For we do not write other things to you but what ye well know and recognise; and I hope that ye will recognise to the end,

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

1 John 4:16 (JND) [16] And *we* have known and have believed the love which God has to us. God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

Ephesians 5:13 (JND) [13] But all things having their true character exposed by the light are made manifest; for that which makes everything manifest is light.

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

2 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Would that ye would bear with me [in] a little folly; but indeed bear with me. [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ. [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ. …

Numbers 25:11 (JND) [11] Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, in that he was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.

Genesis 24:6 (JND) [6] And Abraham said to him, Beware that thou bring not my son thither again.

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Deuteronomy 21 (JND) [1] If one be found slain in the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee to possess, lying in the field, [and] it be not known who hath smitten him, [2] then thine elders and thy judges shall go forth, and they shall measure unto the cities which are round about him that is slain; [3] and the city that is nearest unto him that is slain, even the elders of that city shall take a heifer that hath not been wrought with, that hath not drawn in the yoke; …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Job 7:20 (JND) [20] Have I sinned, what do I unto thee, thou Observer of men? Why hast thou set me as an object of assault for thee, so that I am become a burden to myself?

Proverbs 15:3 (JND) [3] The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

John 2:4 (JND) [4] Jesus says to her, What have I to do with thee, woman? mine hour has not yet come.

Matthew 12:47 (JND) [47] Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren are standing without, seeking to speak to thee.

John 12:49 (JND) [49] For I have not spoken from myself, but the Father who sent me has himself given me commandment what I should say and what I should speak;

Proverbs 15:3 (JND) [3] The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.



FIDELITY TO CHRIST

J. Earl 

Proverbs 31: 1, 10–12, 23, 26, 28, 31; Mark 14: 3–9; 2 Timothy 2: 22; Revelation 3: 7–11 

I want to draw attention to this woman of worth as setting out fidelity to her husband; fidelity to Christ with us. There is a great call for it. Infidelity is prevalent and it is increasing, but this should the more stir us to be true to Jesus; to be true to the One who is the Husband of a wife. 

This woman sets forth the wife idea. So the time will come when it will be said, “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready”, Revelation 19: 7. What a time it will be, the marriage of the Lamb! He is waiting for us and so are we, waiting patiently, and then it says, “And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure”, and then we are told that “the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints” (Revelation 19: 8). Every little thing that is done for Christ comes into that, the accumulation of righteousness is the wedding dress of the wife when this marriage comes. What an encouragement that is for us. We have been cheered by the provision the local brethren here have made for us, but what a cheer to them to think that what they have done is really to the Lord. And He would say, as He will in a coming day to certain persons, “Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me”, Matthew 25: 40. 

So that everything that is done to and for the Lord enters into this great matter of the preparation of the wife—she has made herself ready. We are in that time, dear brethren, there might not be very much more time to run. So it is the time for us to be made ready for what is yet ahead. What a dress this wife is going to wear! It has been working out down the dispensation, every stitch that has been put together goes to the making of this garment and the one who has made herself ready to wear it; that garment must be nearly finished. 

It is important for us to think about what this chapter brings out. It is a prophecy, that is why I read the first verse. It is a prophetic description of the Lamb’s wife as He takes account of her. What we have in the chapter, as we have also in the word to Philadelphia, is a cluster of moral qualities; things put together in relation to things done. I want to make a point of that, because there is not a word recorded of anything that she said, neither is there a word recorded of anything that Philadelphia said, but many things as to what she has done, so it is a question of doing. You will remember the Lord after serving His own, girding Himself and taking the towel and washing their feet, says to them, “I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also”, John 13: 15. Then He says a little further on, “If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them” (John 13: 17). The blessing is associated with the doing. 

This question is raised in Proverbs 31, “Who can find a woman of worth?” I think the onus rests upon every one of us here today to find that woman. Solomon did not find her, that is clear; he admits that. He says in Ecclesiastes 7, “See this which I have found, saith the Preacher, searching one by one” (Ecclesiastes 7: 27); he is searching all right, he had about a thousand tries, but he did not find what he was seeking. “One man among a thousand”, he says, “have I found, but a woman among all those have I not found (Ecclesiastes 7: 28). 

Thousands of believers today have found the Man, they believe on Jesus, thank God for it. They take account of His life here, they rest upon His atoning work, they believe in His resurrection, they know He has gone back to heaven, and they hope when they die to go there too, but they have not found the woman. 

What we get in Proverbs 31 is an ideal, it is what the man had before him and searched for but did not find. If he had found the woman of worth do you think he would have allowed his heart to be carried away with all those foreign women that he had which brought him into idolatry? Yet, by the Spirit of God, he set out this ideal before us, it is something for us to follow, “The heart of her husband confideth in her”. How touching that is. The Lord would give us to feel that He has confidence in us to maintain what is for Himself here in this scene until He comes. Sometimes we do not justify that confidence and we have to sorrow over it, but the Lord generally leaves things in the hands of the saints to work out. He will give credit. He will praise all that He possibly can. “He shall have no lack of spoil”. Is that not what we are here for in one sense? I am not thinking so much of the privilege side of the service of God, I am thinking of the maintenance of things here for Christ, having in mind the moment when He will take over Himself, take control, what a time that will be! Meanwhile are we not seeking spoil for Christ? I trust so. 

So this woman is working industriously for her husband, “She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life”. What a thing it is to be committed to seeking spoil for Christ every day! I think of the woman in John 4, the woman at Sychar’s well. The Lord had to do with her and she had to do with the Lord. There came a moment when she said to Him, “I know that Messias is coming, who is called. Christ; when he comes he will tell us all things “(John 4: 25). Jesus said to her, “I who speak to thee am he” (John 4: 26). That settled everything for the woman; she had found the Man and she goes away at that point, leaves her water-pot behind. She says to the men in Samaria, “Come, see a man”, as much as to say you have never met a man like this before, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?” (John 4: 29). What good that woman did for Christ that day; it was the first day of her spiritual history and she filled it out admirably. They were so affected by what she said that they came 

too, and great blessing was brought into the locality. How encouraging it is! 

“Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land”. She has been so committed to his interests that he is known as her husband. How we desire that, dear brethren! I am thinking of the administrative side of things in this chapter, we seem to need a lot of help there. One thing, of course, that would help us more than anything else, is the concept of what the assembly is to Christ. That brings me to the thought that what Solomon sought and did not find, the true Solomon has found. Our thoughts go immediately to Matthew 13, the merchant seeking beautiful pearls who, finding one that was of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. That is what the Lord has done, and I am linking this with the administrative side of things. You might say, Well, that is another figure the pearl, but the pearl goes through into the city. We have had before us today the foundation side, the names of the twelve apostles on the foundations, but when John sees the city earlier he takes account of the gates, and he finds each gate of one pearl. How it will help us, in any matter at all we take on for the Lord touching the saints, to be governed by what they are to Him. That is the pearl, and every gate just the same, twelve of them. If we are governed by the concept of what the saints are to Christ, we will be doing the one thing, and that is very much desired. 

It goes on, “She openeth her mouth with wisdom”. That is a practical matter, it searches us all, especially when there is need for discussion as to administrative matters. How readily at times we open our mouths and anything but wisdom comes out of them! But not this woman, “She openeth her mouth with wisdom”, just let us take account of that, “and upon her tongue is the law of kindness”. That is a needed word too, because what we say should be governed by this quality of kindness. Kindness has been shown to us, dear brethren; the kindness and love of God our Saviour has reached us. Is it not right that we should be kind to one another, indeed kind in thought to all? So just let our tongues be governed by the law of kindness. We fit a governor to an engine to limit it, so that it does not run too fast and get over-heated. So it is a great thing to be governed in this way by wisdom and kindness. 

Then it says, “her husband also, and he praiseth her”. He praises all he possibly can, and “let her own works praise her in the gates”. I think that is a beautiful suggestion and would encourage every one of us to do what we can for the Lord while we can; the time may be short. We in Melbourne have lost two brothers and a sister recently; their part in the testimony is over, they have filled out their responsibility, but there is an added weight of responsibility to be shared by those of us that are left. On the other hand, there are some here today getting on in years, we look for the Lord to come to take us all to be with Himself, but if He tarries, some more of us will leave this scene of testimony to go to be with the Lord. 

That will mean that others will have to step in and carry a greater load or weight of responsibility. You remember the message that was left to us by a servant of God at the beginning of his public ministry, ‘The responsibility for the maintenance of the truth rests upon every one of our shoulders’, and the need of heeding that was never more urgent than at the present time. So let us heed it and take on a little more responsibility for the Lord in the maintenance of what is for Him here in this testimonial scene. 

I refer to this woman in Mark’s gospel. I think she is a beautiful example of one who is committed in fidelity to Christ; no matter what the surroundings were, a leper’s house, angry people, what she did she did for the Lord. What she could, she did, that is the point I want to make, “What she could she has done”. That is maximum capacity in production, you might say, we hear that everywhere. Let us be like that for Christ; we can all do more I am sure. The Lord defends her action; how much it meant to Him! He said, “why do ye trouble her?” We shall have to be prepared for any criticism that might come in, but let us be doing things for Him, and let us be set to do what we can. God is not asking more. 

Then He says, “Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this woman has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her”. I think she is a sample of what the grace of God in the gospel can produce. So when we preach the gospel let us bring this forward. I do not necessarily mean this particular passage, but it is the idea of it, the woman comes in with the Man—“what this woman has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her”. 

We have to take up things individually, that is why read from 2 Timothy. I read this one verse because I am thinking of Philadelphia, not as a position, but as a state to be reached by every one of us. Arrival at Philadelphia is by way of 2 Timothy 2, and we have these leaders to hold us on course. Righteousness as we have been reminded is first. How important it is that we should be committed to it, and be prepared to pursue it! I do not think these leaders are static; it is not a question of a point reached and then settlement made. These leaders are ever before us. I do not think we ever overtake them; we try at times to bypass them at our own jeopardy, but righteousness stands there and we should stand by it. In the end of the second letter to the Corinthians Paul says, “we pray to God ... that ye may do what is right” (2 Corinthians 13: 7), that they might not do evil but what is right. What a concern that is! 

So we pursue along this line; after this leader there is faith, and every stand for righteousness confirms faith on our side. These leaders are before us, and we need energy to pursue them and not be turned aside. Then there is love, we would like sometimes that it would all be love, but I can say this, that love will never lead anyone to weaken in righteousness. If there is a weakening in righteousness, love is not the cause, love will always support what is right. Indeed these leaders are supportive of each other. So Paul says toward the end of the first letter, “Let all things ye do be done in love”, 1 Corinthians 16: 14. To sum that up, I think it means that the right thing is done the right way; what we do is right and done in love. Then there is peace. Is not peace ever before us? It is a leader, and if righteousness, faith and love are pursued, peace is the consequence. It is greatly to be desired in the gatherings of the saints. 

We refer to Philadelphia now. As I said before, it is not a question of an ecclesiastical position, not in any sense, and it is not a question of claiming anything either. If we have any Philadelphian qualities, what would be the point of claiming them? If we do not have them, claiming them will not bring them. So the Lord presents Himself as “the holy, the true”; how attractive is the presentation! “He that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open”. Then He says, “I know thy works”; the Lord knows, we do not have to say, we do not have to claim. He knows. “I have set before thee an opened door”. The inference is that the door had been closed, but He has opened it, and this brings us to the thought that is often before us of what we call a church revival. How long the Lord has waited for this, and we are still in it. I think it means that recovered persons are brought back to the fulness and richness of Paul’s ministry. Think of how he could say, writing to the Ephesians, “This mystery is great” (Ephesians 5: 32), and so it is, and Paul had it, but he says, 

“I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. Christ and the assembly are inseparable in time and eternity, and this recovery that we speak of has brought us back as recovered persons. I think when we reach that we have found the woman of worth. 

Then He says, “because thou hast a little power”; how desirable that is! Let the Lord say it, “thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word”. That is like Mary, sitting at the feet of Jesus listening to His word, retaining it. What the Lord says to her links with the opened door that we are assured will never be closed. The Lord says of her as to the good part, “the which shall not be taken from her”. I link those two thoughts together. I think Mary sets out subjection to headship, and we need much help on it. And “hast not denied my name”, we professedly gather to the name of the Lord; let us be true to it! The Lord says this of Philadelphia, “hast not denied my name”. Then He speaks of those “of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews “. Philadelphia does not say anything but Laodicea does, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing” (Revelation 3: 17), that is what she is saying. So these persons say they are Jews, and the Lord says they are not. I think this would be a warning to us to preserve us from saying what is not needed to be said. “I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee”. I think we might link this “thee” with the “me” of Acts 9, that was the key to Paul in his ministry. The Lord said, “why dost thou persecute me?” (Acts 9: 4), and Paul carried that through. Here Philadelphia is reminded of the Lord’s love. No wonder John could say earlier in the book, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father” (Revelation 1: 5, 6), and then the doxology, I wanted to refer to that, “to him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages”, not only the age of ages, but the “ages of ages”, that is eternity. But we can all come in with our Amen, with our doxologies as we take account of the love of Christ, to “know that I have loved thee”. I think the “thee” is Philadelphia as representing the whole assembly. Then, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience”, are we doing that? We have been thinking of the Lord patiently waiting the moment when the Father will bid Him rise and come for His own and rapture us all away, to take us home. He is waiting for that, think how long He has waited down the ages for this church revival! He has waited a long time. He is still waiting for the final matter of the rapture of the saints. So we can well afford to be patient with one another; let patience work out amongst us. What patience the Lord has had with me, and I think with you, but we get impatient at times and get forceful; just let us learn to patiently wait God’s own time and working. 

Then He promises to keep us out of the hour of trial, and “I come quickly”, that is the matter that is next to His heart. You will recall Mr. Darby’s words, 

‘Nor what is next Thy heart 

Can we forget; 

Thy saints, O Lord, with Thee 

In glory met’. (Hymn 160) 

It is the next thing to His heart; He says, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast”. I think it is a matter of what the Lord has entrusted to us, and He has entrusted very precious things, precious truth. How desirable it is that we should hold it fast. We are still in this period of recovery, and repenting persons are being recovered, and it is all adding to Christ’s spoil. 

Then “that no one take thy crown”. I would think that the crown is connected with what was said in the last reading as to the knowledge of the Person of Christ. He has let us into the secret of it, the ministry has helped on that line. The Lord says, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”, and so this can only be held and maintained on the line of overcoming. May the Lord help every one of us to be overcomers until He comes for us! 

Address at Bendigo
14 April 1989 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 31:1-31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. [4] It is not for kings, Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, nor for rulers [to say], Where is the strong drink? [5] lest they drink and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the children of affliction. [6] Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto the bitter of soul: [7] let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more. [8] Open thy mouth for the dumb, for the cause of all those that are left desolate. [9] Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and minister justice to the afflicted and needy. [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. …

Mark 14:3-9 (JND) [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. [4] And there were some indignant in themselves, and saying, Why has this waste been made of the ointment? [5] for this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor. And they spoke very angrily at her. [6] But Jesus said, Let her alone; why do ye trouble her? she has wrought a good work as to me; [7] for ye have the poor always with you, and whenever ye would ye can do them good; but me ye have not always. [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. [9] And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this [woman] has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Revelation 3:7-11 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Revelation 19:7 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

Revelation 19:8 (JND) [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Matthew 25:40 (JND) [40] And the King answering shall say to them, Verily, I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me.

John 13:15 (JND) [15] for I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also.

John 13:17 (JND) [17] If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Ecclesiastes 7 (JND) [1] A [good] name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of one's birth. [2] It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting: in that that is the end of all men, and the living taketh it to heart. [3] Vexation is better than laughter; for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. …

Ecclesiastes 7:27 (JND) [27] See this which I have found, saith the Preacher, [searching] one by one to find out the reason;

Ecclesiastes 7:28 (JND) [28] which my soul yet seeketh, and I have not found: one man among a thousand have I found, but a woman among all those have I not found.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:25 (JND) [25] The woman says to him, I know that Messias is coming, who is called Christ; when *he* comes he will tell us all things.

John 4:26 (JND) [26] Jesus says to her, I who speak to thee am [he].

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Corinthians 13:7 (JND) [7] But we pray to God that ye may do nothing evil; not that *we* may appear approved, but that *ye* may do what is right, and *we* be as reprobates.

1 Corinthians 16:14 (JND) [14] Let all things ye do be done in love.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Revelation 3:17 (JND) [17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that *thou* art the wretched and the miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked;

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Revelation 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.



THE WORK IS GREAT

J. Spinks 

1 Chronicles 29: 1, 2; Nehemiah 6: 1–3, 10–16 

I was impressed by the expression as to the work being great. These two passages refer to vastly different times in the history of the testimony, but in each case the work is said to be great. Typically, the first would refer to what was inaugural, and it is wonderful to see that Christianity was inaugurated by God Himself. What He put His hands to can only be described as great. It was wonderfully manifested in the beginning of the Acts, where we see the moral glory of all that God has set on in this dispensation. Of course, it is not so apparent now, because of the public failure of the church; nevertheless, divine work is going on in a hidden and secret way, in the hearts and souls of believers. 

By contrast, the work of the enemy is everywhere apparent. When we look at the conditions that exist in the world, conditions amongst humanity, how awful they are. We feel these things, the whole creation groaning, the terrible violence that exists in many parts of the world, the corruption that exists in every part of the world, getting worse and worse. These are things that bear on our spirits, as they are intended to. As believers we should feel these things even more keenly than the rest of humanity. Then we can take account of the work of the enemy in Christendom, bringing in admixture and division. In Matthew 13 we get admixture, the wheat and the tares. The word is, “A man that is an enemy has done this” (Matthew 13: 28). I believe we feel that particularly, that where Christ should have something among His people in the way of unity and blessing, there is a terrible witness to the work of the enemy. These things bear on our spirits too, because we have had our part in the breakdown. Nevertheless in 

spite of that, we must lay hold of the fact that God is working. 

So it is said here, “the work is great”. The expression has laid hold on me and I would just like to give a touch on it. When God sets out to do something it must have the stamp of greatness, and no one can thwart Him. Both David and Solomon are types of the Lord Jesus. 

Here we see David supplying the material for the house that Solomon, the man of peace, was to build. David not only prepared the material for the house, but he bought the ground on which it was to be built. The house was built on the place where the sword of judgment was sheathed, it is a reference to the death of Christ. He paid the full price. Think of the glory of the redemptive work of Christ so that the ground may be cleared for this great house to be built. This great work is still going on and it will culminate in wonderful glory. We need to have eyes to see it. I think one of the great efforts of the enemy is to dim our eyes to what the Lord and the Spirit are doing and focus them on what he is doing. This brings about confusion and discouragement and a giving up of the truth. We need to take proper account of what God has set on for His own glory. 

So David speaks of what he had prepared, how full it was. Then we think of what the Lord prepared. Think of His coming into this world, breaking the power of the enemy, establishing in His death and resurrection everything for the glory of God. I think that those who were gathered in the upper room in Acts 1 were really a product of His own handiwork. The Lord had so worked with them to bring about a condition suitable for the reception of the Spirit. 

These things bring out the greatness of Christ. Not only did He defeat the enemy, but He prepared the ground for this wonderful edifice to be built, a building that is still going on, inaugurated by Christ, maintained here by the Spirit. I believe that in a day of small things, we need to lay hold on the greatness of that to which God has committed Himself. 

The passage in Nehemiah refers more to our own day. We know, of course, that in the period between the building of the house in Solomon’s time and the rebuilding of the wall here, there had been very grievous failure. We know that in our own histories too. Not that I wish to dwell on it, but it is clear that the enemy uses it in a special way. Whenever there is failure in responsibility, he is never slow to take advantage of it. He would suggest that everything is in ruins, but as long as there are persons like Nehemiah this great work will go on. He set himself to build with purpose of heart, and he was so effective that he drew out the opposition of the enemy. 

Now in this chapter there are two meeting places suggested by the enemy, and I think that they give some insight into the way he is operating at the present time. One is in the plain of Ono. They say, “Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono”. I believe it is one of the ways in which the enemy would seek to undermine and weaken the great work that is going on. It seems to suggest a lowering of divine standards, a common meeting place, implying that the distinctiveness of what God has set on has been lost through our failure. 

Nehemiah’s reply is clear and definite, “I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down”. 

We can think of men in the recovery of the truth who refused every overture of the enemy to come down, to lower the standard to what is common. Divine things are never common, and the presence of the Spirit here is the assurance that all that is required for the divine glory will be maintained. I believe that the recovery of the truth was a sovereign action of the Spirit of God and will be maintained right through to the rapture. We can see how the enemy has constantly sought to introduce human and worldly principles and teaching to nullify all that God has set on. He would suggest that things have broken up, that we should just meet on common ground—go along as best we can and sink our differences. Let us hold fast to the truth. If we hold fast to divine principles we can be assured of divine support. 

The other meeting place the enemy suggests is in the temple. In verse 10 Shemaiah says, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple”. Nehemiah realises that to do so would be a sin of presumption, and would put him in a position where he could not count on divine support. I think we have known something of that assuming to be something that is not in keeping with the day of breakdown. I believe that, in principle, Nehemiah recognises that the only position is a moral one, and it casts him very much upon God. What is remarkable as you read through this book is how he constantly turns to address God. It brings out how near he was to God, and how much he depended on divine support for the completion of the work. I feel that there is a great work proceeding at the present time. There are many persons seeking the truth, and the responsibility lies on us to maintain it in fidelity and yet in humility. Let us not assume anything, but hold fast to the foundation in moral rectitude and dependence on the Spirit, so that we may be assured of divine support. The work is great and it will be completed. As we relate ourselves to divine principles, and are helped by the Spirit to maintain them, we will be preserved to the end. 

May the Lord help us in it, for His name’s sake! 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
7 January 1992 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 29:1-2 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance.

Nehemiah 6:1-16 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Sanballat, and Tobijah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had built the wall, and that there was no breach left in it (though at that time I had not set up the doors in the gates), [2] that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. [3] And I sent messengers to them, saying, I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down. Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you? [4] And they sent to me four times after this sort; and I answered them in the same manner. [5] Then sent Sanballat his servant to me in this manner the fifth time, with an open letter in his hand, [6] in which was written: It is reported among the nations, and Gashmu says [it, that] thou and the Jews think to rebel, for which cause thou buildest the wall, and according to these words thou wilt become their king. [7] And thou hast also appointed prophets to proclaim concerning thee at Jerusalem saying, There is a king in Judah! And now it will be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. [8] And I sent to him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine own heart. [9] For they all would have made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be slackened from the work, that it be not carried out. Now therefore strengthen my hands! [10] And I came to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabeel, who had shut himself up. And he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple; for they are coming to kill thee; even in the night are they coming to kill thee. [11] And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, could go into the temple, and live? I will not go in. [12] And I perceived, and behold, God had not sent him; for he pronounced this prophecy against me; and Tobijah and Sanballat had hired him. …

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Matthew 13:28 (JND) [28] And he said to them, A man [that is] an enemy has done this. And the bondmen said to him, Wilt thou then that we should go and gather it [up]?

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …



EXTRACTS

Beloved friends, God puts into heaven what has morally come out of heaven, and it goes into heaven in every way suited to Him; and we are to be translated to heaven as a company. Do not think that you are to go up alone. You are not distinguished enough for that. Paul was caught up into paradise to receive revelations. But we shall go up in a company. The apostle in writing to the Thessalonians tells them that the dead in Christ shall rise first, and then that we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them. 

That is to say, the company is first formed upon earth, and there is not a vestige of the old left. Every particle, of the old has disappeared, and that company goes up and is entirely suited to the place. “We which are alive and remain”, he says, “shall be caught up together with them”. We are not to go before them, and we are not to go after them. We are to go with them. We are to go together. In other words, God reverts to His original thought of His assembly. It is formed upon earth intact. It is formed in the power of life, the power of resurrection, and then there is the ascent. The ascent follows that. That is privilege. What is peculiarly assembly privilege, always follows and goes beyond resurrection. Resurrection brings the sleeping ones back to earth, and the same power changes us physically; then we are placed together in assembly, as we might say, and all caught up together to meet the Lord in the air. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 4, pp.196, 197) 

The revelation of God is by the gospel and has its effects. “The word of God is living and powerful ...”, that is not the letter, a Bible, but the word received is living in a Christian’s soul—apart from this you cannot live ‘unto God’. The living principle in me is the revelation of God; as one has said. Whatever is presented to me as an object for my faith, becomes the principle of life in me when received—I live by it, my relations with God are formed by it. 

Scripture is not history, but is intensely moral throughout; its object is to make God known. 

F. E. Raven (‘Letters’, p.253)
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