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THE WISDOM OF GOD

W. McKillop 

Isaiah 11: 1–4 (to “meek of the earth”); Proverbs 9: 1–4 (to “hither”); Luke 7: 34, 35; Romans 11: 33–36 

We were speaking in the reading last night about wisdom, and I would seek, with the Lord’s help to pursue the thought further. Wisdom, as we know, is an attribute of God, and one that is spoken of as existing even before creation according to Proverbs 8. Like other attributes of God it came into activity in regard of the creation, especially the creation of man, and has entered into God’s operations ever since. I have no doubt that the wisdom of God entered into His purpose and into His counsel. What He purposed and the way that He intended to bring it about involved His wisdom. 

As we think of these things according to Paul’s doxology in Romans 11, it would lead us to be worshipful as in the presence of God in His wisdom. Isaiah prophetically presents to us the blessed Man who was characterised by wisdom, and who was the expression of it. We might say that the supreme expression of the wisdom of God was the incarnation of Christ. In a Man what God is in His nature and in His attributes, including wisdom, came so near to man, and is so near to us yet. Of course, wisdom entered in the greatest way into the death of Christ. God removed morally the entire order of things that was contrary to Him, and in the resurrection of Christ introduced an order of things in His wisdom that answered to His nature. 

We do well to ponder the blessed Man who was here among men as spoken of in Isaiah; who was marked by the Spirit of Jehovah resting upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. How supremely wisdom came out in our Lord Jesus Christ as coming among men. Doubtless there was great wisdom in the fact that the Lord sought not to change anything publicly while He was here. He did not seek to remove Caesar or Pilate, nor did He seek to replace Caiaphas or Annas. These matters remained untouched. When one spoke to Him saying, Speak to my brother that he divide the inheritance with me, the Lord made it plain in His wisdom that He was not dealing with such matters, if we keep in mind, beloved brethren, that He exhorts us in Matthew 11 to “learn from me”, we would quickly understand, as we get wisdom from God, that it is not our part to want to change anything here, or to regulate matters between persons, or to take up things that are outside our responsibility as assembly persons. 

I suppose this reference to a shoot out of the stock of Jesse is really an allusion to the Person of Christ because it antedates David. In Revelation the Lord said, I am the root of David. This expression, “a shoot out of the stock of Jesse”, would allude to the divine Person who came into manhood. He brought with Him in infinite fulness and perfection every attribute of God. 

He is the One that I would seek to interest us in, particularly as wisdom. James would encourage us by saying, “But if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God”, James 1: 5. I would suggest that if nobody lacked wisdom, James would not have written that. Clearly he contemplates that there will be a lack of wisdom, but that it can be supplied by persons asking God for it. And remember he tells us what the characteristics of the wisdom from above are. 

It is a greatly needed matter that we should be characterised by the wisdom from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, and so on. It centres in this blessed Man, a sphere of wisdom and understanding. It is touching that divine perfection is presented to us in a Man as a Model for us. These seven things spoken of are intended to affect us so that we desire to take them on as learning from Him. We shall not learn wisdom by study, but we shall learn it in company with Christ. 

It says, “he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears”. I would suggest, beloved brethren, that it is a feature of divine wisdom forming us and characterising us that we are marked not by the sight of our eyes, or the hearing of our ears, but by spiritual discernment. The Spirit of Christ would really be what is said here—the spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and the fear of Jehovah. I would encourage us, therefore, to draw near to Christ, and learn from Him so that we might be characterised by these blessed features. You remember that the apostle had to ask the Corinthians, Is there not a wise man among you? He did not say that there was not, or that there was not a wise woman, but he raised the question in order to exercise them because there were things happening among them that were out of keeping with the thought of wisdom, and yet they had the advantage of God having made Christ to be wisdom to them, which is an advantage we have too. We were noting last night that God has made Him to be wisdom to us, wisdom that is divine at the source, and it is in this Person. As we draw near to Him we shall find that we acquire wisdom, and that the principle on which God operated in creation, according to Proverbs 8, will be the principle on which we operate in our localities. 

I refer to Proverbs 9 because it shows that wisdom involves the ability to provide what is structural. The previous chapter shows God used wisdom in the creation itself. We know, as instructed believers, that the actual Person who was operating in this way mediatorially in the creation was Christ, the One who is said, as He comes into manhood, to be God’s wisdom. 

Wisdom is to lead to a structural result; “Wisdom hath built her house”. I think we could connect that rightly with Acts 2; it was evident that wisdom’s house was there, and spiritual resource from God was there available to men. Wisdom 

hath built her house, that would be a place of habitation; it is also a place of ornamentation—

“she hath hewn out her seven pillars”; further it is a place of provision—“she hath slaughtered her cattle, she hath mingled her wine, she hath also prepared her table”. 

Wisdom’s house was found in Acts 2, as they came under the sound of the glad tidings. 

Indeed what had been established by the coming down of the Spirit from Christ on high was the house. There was a place of provision, of light and of satisfaction. 

It was also a structure from which the word went out, as it says, “she hath sent forth her maidens—she crieth upon the summits of the high places of the city”. What went out was really from wisdom’s house and persons were greatly affected by it, and the appeal of the Holy Spirit at the present time is in this word, “Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither”. 

Wisdom in this chapter is a feminine thought; it would point to what is worked out subjectively in persons. Also something is going out in the way of testimony, something in the word of God which is to appeal to persons who are simple. We would like to think that there are no spiritually simple persons among us, but perhaps we only need to review our own histories, our own households, our own localities, to see that this cry of wisdom is urgent. The Spirit of God really intends that the dispensation should finish with persons who are certainly simple as to that which is evil but wise as to that which is good. His cry, His speaking, His service, are all intended to bring about a state of spiritual maturity, and to establish in every locality a company of persons who are characteristically divinely wise, having been made so as having been in company with Christ. 

So in chapter 14 we find that “The wisdom of women buildeth their house”, Proverbs 14: 1. If we think of Solomon, we think of him as the great builder in the Old Testament, typical of Christ. What we have here refers to what is working out subjectively among us. It is not 

the wisdom of the king or the wisdom of men, but “The wisdom of women buildeth their house”. It would point to how what is constructive is going on in every locality, because there are persons who are formed in wisdom; persons who are delivered from the working of their natural minds, and who are delivered from their natural feelings and sentiments, but who understand what the pattern of the house is. You will remember that Ezekiel was told to declare to them the pattern of the house. The pattern of the house has been declared to us, especially in Paul’s ministry. But in the Lord’s goodness again in the ministries of the recovery the pattern of the house, and divine wisdom in its structure and function have been abundantly declared to us. 

What we want now is to be working together in building our house, because it says, “their house”; it is a collective thought, the wisdom of women. They are not interfering with one another, they are not at odds about what the pattern is; they are subject persons, and the truth has had scope in them subjectively, for they are spoken of as women, and they are building their house. It is a wonderful way to view our localities, that as persons who are subjectively formed after Christ by the Spirit of God, we are able to work together constructively in wisdom. The contrast is folly, “folly plucketh it down with her hands”, Proverbs 14: 1. I suppose the system about us, which is spoken of in Ephesians 6, the universal lords of this darkness, and in Colossians 1, the authority of darkness, is really what folly is, and it is all destructive. We cannot but sorrow over the moral destruction that we see about us, but there is this constructive work going on, “The wisdom of women buildeth their house”. We might say that was God’s house and it is; it is Christ’s too. He is Son over it, and He has built it. But here the saints are being credited with working constructively, and so it is called their house. They are acting in wisdom on constructive lines so that the thing is definitely established, and known to be such. It is as though the Lord would say, I am pleased with what is going on in the place, and it is yours—“The wisdom of women buildeth their house”. 

The passage in Luke involves that not only does wisdom have a house, and not only are there women who are building their house in wisdom, but there also are wisdom’s children. The woman in this chapter would clearly be one of wisdom’s children because she is neither engaged with the splendour of the Pharisee’s house, nor is she deterred by it, but she is occupied with the blessed Man in whom the spirit of wisdom is seen. The form which wisdom took in her case, was the exercise of grace in forgiveness, so her heart was bound up with Christ. There are others, as we go through the gospels and we come to the Acts, who are wisdom’s children. Saul of Tarsus, after his conversion, was one of wisdom’s children; he was immediately subject. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and he exhibited that, saying, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? All the plans and purposes that he had engaged in before were all discarded, and he is now following the will of Another. That is the beginning of wisdom; it is one of the marks of wisdom’s children that they are ready for the Lord’s bidding. So he is told, “enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”, Acts 9: 6. One of wisdom’s children would show that this great feature of subjection and obedience to the Lord is so marked that without hesitation he goes. It is a great thing that we should evidence that we are children of wisdom by unquestioning obedience to the Lord. 

As you go through the Acts further you find, for instance, in chapter 16 certain women who are characteristically engaged in prayer; they would be wisdom’s children. They are outside of the city by the riverside, but they are engaged in prayer—wisdom’s children, outside the life of the city, but in touch with God, so they become assembly material. You might say that Lydia stands out in that regard, justifying wisdom; the Lord opened her heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul, and she said, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there”, Acts 16: 15. She justified wisdom in the way she related herself to Paul. I would ask every one of us, young and middle-aged and older. How are you currently relating to Paul and his ministry? Paul is the last word as to assembly matters. The Lord took him up as an elect vessel, and he brought out, as gifted of the Lord, in a most remarkable way, the whole counsel of God, and he has the last word in all matters pertaining to the assembly. 

Today, the exercise for every one of us who are among wisdom’s children is that we are relating ourselves to Paul, and what underlies that is faithfulness to the Lord. Her heart was opened to attend to things spoken by Paul, but she said, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord”. Underlying our acceptance and practice of what Paul has ministered is faithfulness to Christ. The Lord says, about those who scorned Him as being a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners, “wisdom has been justified of all her children”. What a triumph it is for God that in these cities and villages where we live, where the will of man is so rampant, and where his folly as under the power of Satan is so evident, there are persons who are justifying divine wisdom in having taken them up. They are characterised by subjection and faithfulness, and attending to the things spoken by Paul. 

So if we attend to the things spoken by Paul, there would be, I believe, two great matters before us; one, divine Persons themselves; the other, the assembly. You can understand why Paul prayed that the Ephesians, to whom he opened out all these things, should get from the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, “the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him”, Ephesians 1: 17. I fully believe, beloved brethren, that the Lord intends that those of us who are walking in fidelity to Him and in separation from evil, before the dispensation finishes, are to understand unhinderedly the working among us of the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of God. Those of us who serve in any little way might well make that a major item in our private prayers. Another item we may well take up and be urgent about in our private prayers is what he said in chapter 3. “in reading it, ye can understand my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ”, Ephesians 3: 4. I should not like to finish my time in this dispensation as a person who is partially knowledgeable and partially ignorant about the mystery of the Christ. I am sure there is nobody here who wants to finish his time, or the dispensation, if the Lord comes for us all soon, as a person who is only partially spiritually intelligent, because only partially formed by this glorious truth, and only partially having the experience of it in the Spirit’s power. I am not saying that is so about anybody, but I am just urgent that all of us should have these things before us—the full knowledge of God, and Paul’s intelligence in the mystery of the Christ—and that we should lay ourselves out to go in for these. 

I believe that enters into what I read at the end of Romans 11. It says, “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” There is no allusion to height here, it is depth. I think Paul is saying that to enter into this, to the extent that redeemed creatures indwelt by the Spirit of God can, we must be increasingly affected by the depths involved. “O depth of riches”. Think of the depth involved in the incarnation; think of the depth involved when Christ went into the lower parts of the earth. What depths these are! How they bring out both the wisdom and knowledge of God. How the apostle would set this before us in order to attract us into it. He says, “how unsearchable his judgments”. We often say we do not fully understand the ways of God; we do not; but I do think He fully intends us to understand His purpose. I do think He intends us to fully understand His counsels of love. I do think He intends us to understand “This mystery is great”, as the apostle said, “but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. We may not understand God’s ways among the nations, or even in the things that may happen physically in the bodies of the saints, but there are things that are open to us, and the Spirit of God would strengthen us to go in for these things and understand them through formation and experience. 

As he finishes he says, “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things”. God, in His infinite blessedness is before the heart and mind of the apostle, and it bows him in worship. 

In saying everything is “of him” Paul is referring, of course, to what is of God, what is spiritual; and “through him” which would be operational; and “for him”, that all is intended to return to God, especially in that vessel of glory, the assembly in Christ Jesus, in which there is glory to God throughout all generations of the age of ages. So he says, “to him be glory for ever, Amen”. His soul now is full of the wonderful knowledge of God, not just in regard of creation, great as that is, but in regard of the whole realm of divine purpose; how it has proceeded from God and how He is operating to bring us into it responsively and intelligently. So he says, “to him be glory for ever”. How our souls would rise up as affected by what the apostle is saying in this responsive note of worship to God. God is before us in His infinite blessedness, but so near to us in Christ; God known by us in Christ, and whom we serve intelligently in the power of the Holy Spirit. I commend these simple thoughts to the brethren that we might see the prime value of wisdom at the present time, and how worthwhile it is to acquire wisdom from God, that we might be engaged in this wonderful matter of worship to Him. May God bless the word. 

Address at Cumnock
23 October 1998 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 11:1-4 (JND) [1] And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall be fruitful; [2] and the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. [3] And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; [4] but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

Proverbs 9:1-4 (JND) [1] Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars; [2] she hath slaughtered her cattle, she hath mingled her wine, she hath also prepared her table; [3] she hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the summits of the high places of the city, [4] Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither. To him that is void of understanding, she saith,

Luke 7:34-35 (JND) [34] The Son of man has come eating and drinking, and ye say, Behold an eater and wine-drinker, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners; [35] and wisdom has been justified of all her children.

Romans 11:33-36 (JND) [33] O depth of riches both of [the] wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways! [34] For who has known [the] mind of [the] Lord, or who has been his counsellor? [35] or who has first given to him, and it shall be rendered to him? [36] For of him, and through him, and for him [are] all things: to him be glory for ever. Amen.

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

James 1:5 (JND) [5] But if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him:

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

Proverbs 9 (JND) [1] Wisdom hath built her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars; [2] she hath slaughtered her cattle, she hath mingled her wine, she hath also prepared her table; [3] she hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the summits of the high places of the city, …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Proverbs 14:1 (JND) [1] The wisdom of women buildeth their house; but folly plucketh it down with her hands.

Proverbs 14:1 (JND) [1] The wisdom of women buildeth their house; but folly plucketh it down with her hands.

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Acts 9:6 (JND) [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Acts 16:15 (JND) [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us.

Ephesians 1:17 (JND) [17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give you [the] spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him,

Ephesians 3:4 (JND) [4] by which, in reading it, ye can understand my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ,)

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.



OUR COMMANDING INTEREST

T. D. Beveridge 

Ruth 1: 15–18; 2 Samuel 15: 19–22; Philippians 1: 21; 3: 12–14 

What one would like to speak about, beloved brethren, is the thought of a commanding interest. From the youngest child up to the oldest brother or sister, a commanding interest is something that takes preference above all other things in our lives. I would desire that from our time together Christ might become the commanding interest in our lives. I do not know what it might be in your life, but I have no doubt some things take up a lot of your time and interest. When you become older other things take up your time and interest. How much can be lost through things which, if they are weighed up, are not worthwhile. I think largely in the older brethren we can see that Christ is their wholehearted commanding interest. “I raise the question, as I do with myself, What place does Christ have in my life? We live in an age when material things, prosperity, education and study have a tremendous pull on the hearts of men. They have such a pull that they would take up all the time and energy that persons have, to the exclusion of the blessed God. It says in the Scriptures, “they did not think good to have God in their knowledge”, Romans 1: 28. Largely, what surrounds us is that kind of attitude. 

Now, I do not think there is one in this room who would be thinking like that, but what I do desire is that you might find a commanding interest in being set in relation to the things of Christ. Paul says, “for me to live is Christ”. What a testing scripture! I am tested, as I have no doubt each one of us is tested by these words. What do you like to live for? Are there things around you would like to live for? things you would like to indulge in and go into? The world is full of things, 

pleasures the Scriptures speak of, and persons set themselves to go in for these things. The contrast is “for me to live is Christ”. I desire that should come into every heart. If you are young you can commit yourself to Christ whole-heartedly. I think we have reached the time when we need to be whole-hearted. If you have one foot in the world, and then you desire to be with the brethren and come to the meetings the thing does not work. I say that, beloved brethren, having tried it. You would like to be engaged in the Lord’s things but you would also like to have some enjoyment in the things of the world. It does not work because you do not enjoy either. You do not enjoy the world and you do not enjoy Christ. God desires your interest should be in His things. How great they are! We spoke of one of the greatest events that is going to happen, the rapture of the saints. What a thing that will be when those of us who love Christ are taken up; that will literally happen. 

So I read of these two persons whose interests were whole-hearted. An interesting thing in Ruth’s case is that Naomi tested her; she sought to leave Moab without Ruth. It is good to be real about things. You might have good intentions but are they real? Sometimes we have to be tested to find out the depth of our reality. Naomi would represent someone on the line of recovery. You might say she had heard the glad tidings and she was returning to her own land and to her own people. But Ruth says, “Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee!” How whole-hearted she was! I would like us all to be whole-hearted. She committed herself fully to Naomi. There was no thought that she would turn away; she was whole-hearted in her committal. It says of Naomi, “And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her”. 

How attractive that is! 

I think Christ finds persons attractive who are whole-hearted in their committal to Himself. 

So she shines in that way; it might be some young sister or older sister who needs to commit herself afresh to Christ. You can do it now, you do not even need to wait until the meeting is finished; in your heart you can commit yourself now whole-heartedly to. Christ and to—all that He is doing in recovery, and come into untold blessing. I did not go into the rest of this Scripture but what blessings Ruth came into. There is untold blessing if you commit yourself whole-heartedly. I stress that, because if you do it in part measure only, neither side will prove to be enjoyable by you. O, beloved brethren, let us be whole-heartedly committed to Christ and to the recovery as this young woman was. I suggest that to the beloved sisters, to commit themselves whole-heartedly. I would not say that persons are not committed, but at the time we have reached in this dispensation the great need is to be whole-hearted in our committal to Christ. 

So I read about Ittai. The king was in rejection. Christ is rejected, it is very manifest! What confusion there is in the religious world as to Christ; what awful utterances have been made as to His holy Person. A really true Christian feels intensely the awfulness of what surrounds us in a world where persons despise Christ and would say such things about Him. Here is this man, Ittai, and the king, David, is in rejection. At such a time he is prepared to commit himself whole-heartedly to David. Then there is the word of David to him, “Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can? Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee!” The Lord would test out the reality of the work in our hearts. It was not just a case of saying that he would follow him, but he was going to show by his way of life that he was whole-heartedly committed. I think that is a vital thing in our own lives, that we show 

by the way we live that we are whole-heartedly committed to Christ. So Ittai says, “As Jehovah liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be”. How lovely! Just to commit yourself whole-heartedly in that way to the rejected Lord. Christ will reign in a coming day, but in the time of His rejection, in the time of His absence, there is need for full wholehearted committal. 

I raise the question with myself as I do with every one here. How committed are we to Christ during His absence, in our places where we gather? Are we whole-hearted in our committal? 

It would mean that you would want to be wherever the brethren were. If they were gathering together you would want to be there. I think these desires would come into your heart as you are committed to Christ, the absent One. You would want to be in the best place you could be to be near to Him, and that would be amongst His people. I am not saying that from the point of view of saying that we are the church. I am not saying that, but where there are those committed to Christ, our desire should be to be with them. That should be our commanding interest above all other interests. How forceful and powerful interests can be that may come into our lives to draw us away from Christ. Satan is one of the most adept foes at drawing persons away from Christ; what skill he has had, over two thousand years, to water down and seduce and weaken. How powerful he is! But against that, the blessed Spirit of God is here to enable us to commit ourselves fully to be here whole-heartedly for Christ. 

So this man, in the time of David’s rejection, commits himself whole-heartedly—“As Jehovah liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be”. Then it says, “And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him”. When you are younger the pull of the world is very strong, and many things can appeal to you that would draw you away from Christ. Sometimes I could say that I appreciated the older brethren who would draw alongside you and pass on a word to encourage you to remain with the saints. It says of Ittai that he “passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him”. It suggests to me that the man had influence; he had influence over this company, over these persons, just as Abraham had influence over his household, he could retain them. How we can thank God for persons who are ready and willing to speak a word of encouragement to stimulate us to continue in our whole-hearted committal to Christ; to warm our hearts if we have been turning away. They have been able to speak a word briefly to us, and that has affected us, and kindled those desires to be more whole-hearted in our committals. I trust that that might be the portion of each one of us here that our committal would be full and whole-hearted. 

I read of Paul in Philippians writing, “For for me to live is Christ”. How testing that is! Does Christ have the first place in all our arrangements, beloved brethren? We are going to be eternally with Him in glory, but down here we are to learn what it is to be in the company of Christ and to do that, and to get the fullest benefit of it, needs full committal to Himself. “For for me to live is Christ”. Can you say that? Are your circumstances and arrangements such that He has the first place or are there other things that demand your time and energy which might take you away from Him? He is looking for whole-hearted committal. Let that be our chief interest. That is worthwhile. The other interests may be necessary. I am not saying here that persons should not work, and things like that; we need to fulfil righteousness, but the thing is, Does Christ have the first place in our lives? 

So I read that other section in chapter 3 where Paul says, “I do not count to have got possession myself; but 

one thing—forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue”. His energies were in that direction. Are our energies, beloved brethren, in that direction—pursuing Christ, to be found here living for Him? What a privilege! There are privileges in our present condition that will cease with death or when the Lord comes. The privilege is that now we can be here for Himself, our absent Lord. How worthy He is of whole-hearted committal! 

I have not much more to say, but I trust that from today onward our interest may be wholehearted, it may be commanding. I use that word in the sense that it overrides all other matters. 

There are many things that engage us, dear brethren, but let Christ and His interests have the first place in our hearts. There will be trials, and some of the dear brethren know very deep testing within their personal lives; touched perhaps as to personal health; touched perhaps as to our families; affected perhaps in our work places. God has to do with us in all these matters, but His desire is that we should be found as those whose interests are His interests. 

May that become so in every heart here. Life is brief, very brief even at its longest. James says of it, “It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing”, James 4: 14. Let our lives be such that Christ is the One we are living for, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Maidstone
1 May 1999 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 1:15-18 (JND) [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her.

2 Samuel 15:19-22 (JND) [19] And the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why dost thou also go with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner, and besides, thou hast emigrated to the place where thou [dwellest]. [20] Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can? Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee! [21] And Ittai answered the king and said, [As] Jehovah liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be. [22] And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

Philippians 3:12-14 (JND) [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

Romans 1:28 (JND) [28] And according as they did not think good to have God in [their] knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind to practise unseemly things;

James 4:14 (JND) [14] ye who do not know what will be on the morrow, ([for] what [is] your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing,)



CHRIST AS WISDOM FROM GOD, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND HOLINESS, AND REDEMPTION

J. M. Macfarlane 

1 Corinthians 1: 30, 31; Luke 12: 20, 21; Romans 6: 20–23 

This verse in 1 Corinthians 1 speaks about the things 

that Christ has been made to us, “who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”. It is an interesting set of things and if these are the things that He has been made to us, I think we can conclude that these are the things that we need. People have all sorts of ideas about the things that they need, but this is revealed from God, a short list of things that we need. I do not expect that you will see reference to a list of human needs of this kind in the newspaper tomorrow. There may be reference to poverty, and poverty comes in many dimensions. What you will find is human wisdom being applied to these things, because it is all that mankind has at its disposal in its present condition away from God. People wonder about things that happen in the world but they happen as they do because mankind has responsibility which it seeks to exercise apart from any communion with God. That is the character of the world. People tend to blame God for things, but responsibility lies with mankind; God has put it there. If men and women were not responsible, there would be no point in preaching the glad tidings, because the word of God addresses people who are responsible. Generally, people do not want to have anything to do with God in the discharge of that responsibility and that is why things in the world are as they are. People attempt to deal with things with the resourcefulness of the moment or according to the accumulated wisdom of mankind. 

It is striking, then, that in this section Paul speaks first of all about wisdom from God. The context for this was that Corinth was a Greek city and Greece represented the best development of human wisdom, I suppose, when this was written. It had been superseded in power by Rome, but intellectual achievement was still associated with Greece and what the apostle Paul is announcing is the way that God had come in in His answer to the human condition, in contrast to the wisdom of mankind. He speaks about a different kind of wisdom and his simple statement is that Christ Jesus has been made to us wisdom from God. We have to consider this, because attention to the things that are the subject of the glad tidings is a matter of wisdom. It is for that reason that I read the section in Luke’s gospel, because a man is there who is about to have to give account to God as a responsible person. What God confronts him with is not exactly his righteousness or his unrighteousness, nor his holiness or lack of it. He is addressed by God as a fool, and that is a sobering thought. He does not say ‘wicked man’, or ‘unrighteous man’, or ‘unholy man’, or ‘impious man’, and perhaps all of these things might have been applicable, but He says to him, “Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee”. So what we have to see is that it is a matter of wisdom that heed be paid to the word in the glad tidings and this word presents the work and the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The apostle begins this section that finishes where we have read in 1 Corinthians 1, at verse 17 where he says, “Christ has not sent me to baptise but to preach glad tidings”, and immediately he says, “not in wisdom of word, that the cross of the Christ may not be made vain”. Now if the wisdom of God is so radically different from anything of human origin, then I think the apostle’s reference to the cross of Christ provides the key. On the one hand mankind has its programmes and initiatives and development arrangements, and God treats the whole of this human activity, that operates without reference to Himself, by drawing attention to the cross of Christ. The Lord Jesus was crucified at Golgotha, and we have often been reminded that Golgotha means “place of a skull” (John 19: 17); it is the ultimate comment on human wisdom. We have to dispose of it completely and consider only God’s way of salvation. You may feel that the cross, at the place of a skull, is not a pleasant picture and certainly it is not. If God is a God of love, as we are assured, is there no other way? The cross is not a pleasant spectacle because of the character of sin as offensive to God. At the cross, God dealt with the issue of sin that stands between God and men. The God we are speaking about is a holy and righteous God, and man’s unrighteousness put a distance between him and God which man himself could never cover. On the cross the Lord Jesus Christ gave His life as a sacrifice for sin and, in the three hours of darkness, He dealt with the issue of sin in a transaction that took place between Himself and God. It was enshrouded in darkness because it was between Christ and God alone. The circumstances were awful and horrifying but as nothing compared with what it meant for the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who, as to Himself, was “holy, harmless, undefiled” (Hebrews 7: 26), to be made sin in order to satisfy God in respect of sin. We have assurance in the inspired word that, by this means, sin was dealt with. 

He “bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. He “made peace by the blood of his cross”, Colossians 1: 20. These were the accomplishments of the Lord Jesus when He laid down His life on the cross. 

So the wisdom of God comes in a word of this character. You say I cannot fathom it. You are not meant to fathom it; it was fathomed by Christ alone. You do not have the capacity, nor do 1, because of the unholiness that is naturally ours, to deal with sin according to the demands of a perfectly holy God. And so the word comes as the word of the cross “to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God’s power” (1 Corinthians 1: 18). Then Paul continues to speak further about the way that God has wrought in the answer to the issue of sin and the way in which it is so different from anything that man might have devised. Verse 21 is one which has often intrigued me: “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom has not known God, God has been pleased by the foolishness of the preaching to save those that believe”. Note well that “in the wisdom of God” you have access to all that has accrued from the work of the Lord Jesus Christ by the exercise of faith. God is not asking for your comprehension of these things, or any sort of intellectual grasp of it, because it is beyond you and it is beyond me. All we can say is, glory to God that there was One who was able to deal with it in its every dimension, and that the benefit of it comes to you and to me simply by the exercise of faith. You say, Well I have concerns about these things but I do not have the faith for it. God will even provide you with the faith. It says, “through faith; and this is not of yourselves; it is God’s gift”, Ephesians 2: 8. No one can sit in a preaching or in any other circumstance and say, I have serious concerns about how I stand with God because I am not sure whether I have the faith for it. It is yours for the asking. Express your concerns to God and find that He will communicate to you even the faith that you must exercise in order to make salvation your own. 

Paul continues then to speak about the way in which Christ has been made righteousness, “who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness”. As you have some grasp of the fact that your responsibility will render you accountable to God, you realise that you will be unable to stand before Him except as righteous. That is what His presence demands. 

Having placed your faith in Christ, however, you have a righteousness before God that is as acceptable to God as Christ is. God has been glorified in the work of Christ and a righteousness of that character is available to you. It is in Christ, “who has been made to us ... righteousness”. Now in the world around people will attempt to establish their own righteousness. People will say that they have not done anyone any harm and they do the best they can, and so on; but remember the perfect and absolute standard that God requires. 

People look upon one another and they deal in averages but when set in contrast to the absolute and perfect righteousness of God, human moral averages are of no value whatsoever. The prophet in the Old Testament has to say, “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64: 6), and that must extend to the best that human kind can offer. It is one of the distinguishing characters of the Christian 

message, against other religions, that it takes the righteousness of an ordinary person in his natural condition and says it is of no value whatsoever in establishing acceptability to God. I am led to believe, for example, that a Muslim will maintain that he can stand before God in his own righteousness. Now that is a standard of righteousness that is immeasurably below the one that is presented here. In verse 29 it says, “so that no flesh should boast before God”. 

No one can stand before God and say, I will offer my own righteousness to Him. It would be utterly inadequate and offensive to God, because effectively it would be saying that God’s standards of righteousness and holiness were sufficiently low to accommodate what I am offering. Would you like to spend eternity with a God whose standards were as low as that? 

That is unthinkable. It is to the eternal benefit of you and me that we must answer to a God whose standards of righteousness and holiness are absolute and perfect; otherwise how could you put confidence in Him? 

A righteousness as perfect as God demands is available to you to be able to stand in His presence. God can view you as you stand before Him justified. This means that the issue of your sins is not just one that has been met. If I have any understanding of it at all, justification means that sin does not come into consideration at all as you stand in the presence of God. 

That is the extent of the accomplishment of Christ. If you look for a proof of it, the proof of it is that God raised Him from among the dead. If the removal of sin meant that He must be made sin, then His resurrection meant that sin attached to Him in no degree whatsoever. It had been removed completely. We read in Romans that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6: 23). If sin had attached in any residual way to Christ, then He could not have come out from the dead, but He was raised because of the completeness of the removal of sin. He has been glorified too and received into the glory of the presence of God. May you be able to grasp these things by faith 

and find the joy of having them as your own. This righteousness is one which you can lay hold of for yourself, as you must do because God is looking at you as an individual. It was interesting to read this afternoon in the book of Ruth where one of the distinctive features is that God deals with individuals and, in your particular individual need for righteousness. He has provided for you. 

Paul then speaks about holiness. According to the translator, the word used here for holiness is ‘the practical effect produced, the character in activity’. You have righteousness by the exercise of faith, but holiness is different. It is not simply that you now have a status by accepting the work of Christ by faith that fits you acceptably for the presence of God. What holiness means is that there is some development in a way that is different from the natural unholiness of the man of the flesh. God is holy. The Word speaks of “holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord”, Hebrews 12: 14. Not only are you righteous by faith in Christ, but there is a practical difference in the way in which your life is lived. 

It is not elaborated in the section here, so I have read in Romans 6 simply to give an indication of the way in which it is developed by the apostle. In that chapter he is speaking about righteousness, the fact that “when ye were bondmen of sin ye were free from righteousness”, and then he goes on to say, “What fruit therefore had ye then in the things of which ye are now ashamed? for the end of them is death”. Fruit means practical results that God finds acceptable. One Man is acceptable to God, and fruit is that which is a reflection of Him. There is a new order of man under the eye of God. Since the resurrection and the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ there is an order of man that gives pleasure to God. It is found both in Him personally and also where there is life according to His order. I believe that is what is referred to here, that Christ is made unto 

us holiness. It is not a matter of status before God. It refers to the practical effect in our lives, which are transformed because a completely different principle regulates them. Power is given for this and it is the power of the blessed Holy Spirit of God. Holiness is referred to in His title. His title is the Holy Spirit of God. The Christian not only knows that he is secure for eternity but he can step out confidently in life and know that, as a result of Christ’s glorification, the Spirit is given. Thus he can walk here in a practical way that can be described as holy and, as a result of that, there is something yielded from his life that is to the pleasure of God. There is something that reflects Christ to God, “your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life”. Eternal life means a whole manner of life that is different from the kind that you see around. On it is the stamp of death, “dead in your offences and sins” (Ephesians 2: 1); that is the condition of natural man. The Christian lays hold of something that is different and can be described as eternal life. There is fruit to God and someone that is bearing fruit to God is not a person who is dissatisfied. If there is fruit to God, be assured that there will be a kind of satisfaction that is not even suspected in the empty and disappointed world that exists around us. 

Finally, “and redemption”. Perhaps we might have tended to put redemption along with righteousness, but the fact that we are not only saved but redeemed is something that is worth remembering. God can lay claim to us because He is the Creator but, as a result of the incomparable and immeasurable spending on the part of God in giving His Son, He also has the claim of Redeemer over us. God views us as His possession. This is another thing which will practically transform your life. You are not at your own charges. Again, if we can refer to the reading in the book of Ruth, Elimelech and his wife and his two sons went from the land of Judah down to the fields of Moab because things went against them. Redemption money had been paid for these people and God had a claim over them in a way that foreshadowed the claim that He would make in Christ by redemption. I do not think that in moving down to the fields of Moab they were in the good of that. If God has a redemptive claim over me it means that I am His and that I am under His direction, and not free to operate as might suit me best according to the principles that might once have motivated me. 

Things are different. The apostle Paul could say, “God, whose I am and whom I serve”, Acts 27: 23. Christ was His Lord and Paul was the servant of the One who was the Lord. “Whose I am”, I think, indicated that he was continually conscious of the fact that he was a redeemed person and that God had this claim over him. God has a claim over me, but it is a claim of love. His expenditure is a measure of the extent to which He loved us—“God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son”, John 3: 16. The expenditure beyond human reckoning that was involved in the accomplishment of redemption is a measure of the love of God. Is it not rather wonderful to have a sense of being owned by One who has paid for you as an expression of the extent to which He loved you? 

Accepting that I am Christ’s possession and that He is my Lord means that there is regulation for my life. It is a wonderful regulation which brings liberty rather than limitation and will keep us in the love of God so powerfully expressed in securing our redemption. May there be greater depth in our appreciation of the greatness of the way in which God has operated for our blessing and His glory, and may we thus be moved to the worship by which God is enriched, so that there might be an acceptable return for the spending that has been His. He desires that we might be responsive to Him. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Kirkcaldy
21 January 1996 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; [31] that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in [the] Lord.

Luke 12:20-21 (JND) [20] But God said to him, Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee; and whose shall be what thou hast prepared? [21] Thus is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

Romans 6:20-23 (JND) [20] For when ye were bondmen of sin ye were free from righteousness. [21] What fruit therefore had ye *then* in the things of which ye are *now* ashamed? for the end of *them* [is] death. [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life. [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

John 19:17 (JND) [17] And he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called [place] of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha;

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Colossians 1:20 (JND) [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (JND) [18] For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God's power.

Ephesians 2:8 (JND) [8] For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God's gift:

Isaiah 64:6 (JND) [6] And we are all become as an unclean [thing], and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away;

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hebrews 12:14 (JND) [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord:

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Ephesians 2:1 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins

Acts 27:23 (JND) [23] For an angel of the God, whose I am and whom I serve, stood by me this night,

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.
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