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VESSELS


Romans 9:22-24;  2 Corinthians 4:6-10;

2 Timothy 2:20,21

It will be apparent from the scriptures read that I want to speak about vessels.  In Scripture, vessels are often a type of persons – persons that God has taken up.  We perhaps think of vessels as relating to capacity, or measure.  It is a striking thing to me that the God of whom Solomon could say, “behold, the heavens and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee” (2 Chron.6:18), the One who is beyond the expanse of the created sphere, who is beyond time, has taken up vessels that He might work out in relation to them His own thoughts of love.  I think that should cause us to be very thankful.  God takes up vessels, us among them, and He works things out with us.  We are marked by measure, but God works with that, He works with our measure.  

There is an example of that in God’s dealings with the children of Israel in the wilderness.  They were there every day, and every morning there was the manna on the ground.  The dew would come up and there was the manna; God faithfully provided it every day (see Exod.16).  God gave the people instructions as to it, that they were to gather it every day, each according to his measure.  What is conveyed is that there was always enough, the resource never ran out.  Whatever their measure was, old or young, there was always more than enough.  The manna speaks to us of the blessed humanity of the Lord Jesus.  Has that ever been exhausted as a source of food and sustenance for His people?  There is always more than is needed.  God takes us up, and He works with us and gives us enough for what He finds our measure to be.  He does not despise the smaller measure.  He does not give more place to the greater measure, but He works with us, each one.  

I think the idea of measure in relation to God’s work with us individually is that our measure is filled.  That is always in His mind as He takes us up as vessels marked by measure: He takes us up with a view to our being filled.  And as we are filled – some perhaps know this by experience – He gives us a little more measure.  As you progress in divine things, you acquire a little spiritual substance, and then you acquire a greater capacity.  That is how God works. We are not given everything at once – that is not the way God works with vessels.  He works so that we become exercised, and as we are, He sees to it that the vessel is filled and given greater capacity.  His work is proceeding, as we have sung (see Hymn 78 v.3), and He always considers for us.  It is a wonderful thing.  

I was thinking about the offerings: take the burnt offering, and all that it speaks to us of.  God considered for someone who could bring an offering from the cattle, and someone else from the sheep, and someone else from the fowls (see Lev.1).  Nothing was despised.  There might be a different apprehension of Christ spoken of in the size of the offering, but God made provision for it.  We are to take courage from that.  We need to have the desire to receive greater impressions, to open ourselves to what we might receive.  Thus the idea of measure is associated with vessels.  What is in view is that we might increase, as it says in Ephesians, “until we all arrive … at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ” (chap.4:13).  God is going to arrive at completion in each believer as we open ourselves to the things of God.  All that He does is with a view to His work in us being complete: it is a glorious result.  

Vessels also suggest variety.  God is a God of measure; He works with us whatever our measure; and He loves variety too.  We see that in creation: God created the vegetable creation, the plants.  There was the animal creation also.  Each one is described in Genesis as being “after its kind” (see Gen 1:20-25).  It suggests that God took great delight in variety.  That is true of vessels as well.  The vessels in the sanctuary had different characters, different purposes, the different services: God takes each one and uses it; He takes pleasure in that.  In one sense, His work in us, as He takes us up, is all the same because He is going to arrive at the expression of Christ in each one; but He brings out something distinctive in each, and He has in mind that we should work together.  That suggests how the body works together: we are many members, and God tempers the body together (1 Cor.12:24).  God takes up what He finds in one and another, and tempers the body together so that what is of Christ might be expressed.  God is able to take us up as such, and He does.  

Another thought conveyed in the vessel is that it is the workmanship of God.  God takes up believers and He forms them with skill and gentleness.  We see that in creation: man was distinguished from everything else.  Everything else, it says, was created, but there is a further thought as to man: it says that God formed him (see Gen.2:7).  Think of the detail that God goes into as taking up man as a special vessel in which to work out His own thoughts.  The psalmist could say, “I am fearfully, wonderfully made”, Ps.139:14.  He says, “My bones were not hidden from thee when I was made in secret, curiously wrought in the lower parts of the earth.  Thine eyes did see my unformed substance, and in thy book all my members were written; during many days were they fashioned, when as yet there was none of them” (vv.15,16).  It conveys that God had something definite in His mind in taking up man as distinct from all the rest of creation as a special vessel in which He is going to work out His thoughts.  It says “during many days were they fashioned” – what care God took in forming man.  Even as to what is physical: He gave us our faculties and our members, and there is instruction in it as to how we are to use our hands and our feet, our members.  

It says, “God made man upright”, Eccles.7:29.  God fashioned us in a way that made us able to take account of Him, and He formed us, gave us our faculties, so that we are able to see the things of God.  He said to Abraham, “Look now toward the heavens”, Gen.15:5.  It conveys something of the greatness of God’s thoughts and what He was going to secure.  It also says of God that He “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life”, Gen 2:7.  Think of the intimate way in which He had to do with man, in imparting something of Himself.  It would suggest that He has imparted of His own Spirit to us.  It reminds us of what the Lord did to His own (see John 20:22).  Then it says, “and Man became a living soul”.  At that point, man became a moral being; God imparted something of Himself.  God took up man; it says as to the creation of man, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”, Gen.1:26.  Man was set apart as a distinct vessel in which something of God Himself was going to be seen.  

Of course, it all looked on to Christ coming in as man.  We remember that the prophet Jeremiah was told to go down to the potter’s house, and he was to take account of the potter, and the vessel that he had in his hand was marred (see Jer.18:1-6).  That marring speaks of the effect of what has come in on the fallen race, the result of the fall of Adam.  It says there that “he made it again another vessel”: the material was preserved; it says, “he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make”.  I think that is like God:  it says of Christ that “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”, Heb.10:9.  God had Christ before Him in taking up the material and forming a new vessel as it seemed good to Him.  It confirms that God, in forming and fashioning man, has something definite in mind: He has Christ in mind.  

God’s work is proceeding in believers: God has taken up you and me and myriads of others, and He has Christ in His gaze, and He is forming us as it seems good to Him.  Think of all that Christ is for God.  We can speak of Christ as a Vessel here, although He was not like us: there is no thought of capacity or measure when it comes to Christ.  We can speak of fulness, that is what was brought into expression in Him in fulness.  He says prophetically, “thou hast prepared me a body”, Heb.10:5.  What fulness was expressed in the One who came into that body: “for in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell”, Col.1:19.  He was the vessel of testimony.  There was a time when “all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth”, Luke 4:22.  He was full of grace and truth.  You think of what was expressed in Him; all was seen in fulness.  It says, “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”, John 1:17.  How great is the One who was here, and all that was expressed in Him; and all came under the eye of God.  What perfect delight He had in Christ, and God has taken up every human vessel with Christ in view.  

That brings us to vessels of mercy, in Romans 9.  We are all here as vessels of mercy.  God has taken us up because it has pleased Him to do so.  He has worked in sovereign mercy.  You and I were no different from the person next to us who is not a believer except that God has acted in His own sovereign way.  We cannot explain it, other than to say that it has pleased God to take us up as vessels of mercy.  That consideration forms us, because we must never lose the sense of what we were.  Paul says of himself, “who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing man: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief”, 1 Tim.1:13.  He also refers to himself as being the first among sinners (v.15).  However great the light was that he had, he was maintained in a sense of sovereign mercy.  Peter speaks of those who were not enjoying mercy (see 1 Pet.2:10), and the implication is that we enjoy mercy and are sustained in a sense of the wonder of it.  It forms us, I believe.  We cannot explain it as such.  I read some time ago a very touching remark by a brother.  He said people may quarrel with the sovereignty of God, but he loved it, because he knew where he would have been without it.1 How touching that is.  He embraced and accepted God’s sovereignty, as a vessel of mercy.  

There are examples in Scripture of the way that persons are formed in mercy.  Think of Mephibosheth, a vessel of mercy, one in whom the kindness of David was shown.  What claim did he have?  He sat at the king’s table, as part of his intimate circle, and that formed him.  You remember when David had to leave Jerusalem because of Absalom’s rebellion, it says of Mephibosheth that “he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came again in peace”, 2 Sam.19:24.  He was living in the sense of what had been shown him, and he felt the fact that David was an outcast at that point.  When David returned – you will remember that Mephibosheth’s servant had misrepresented him to David, and when that became apparent – David says, “Thou and Ziba divide the land”, and Mephibosheth says very touchingly, “Let him even take all, since my Lord the king is come again in peace to his own house” (vv.29,30).  Nothing of self was before him; all that mattered was that David had returned to his true place.  That was a vessel of mercy, taken up by the king, and one who in type held Christ in his affections.  We are to be preserved in it – as “vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory”.  

I have been impressed by that, that we need to get on the ground of God’s purpose.  There is nothing more settling or stabilising than to see that God has set Himself for definite things; He has taken persons up for glory.  We have been speaking about suffering, and that is the way to glory; but God has glory in view for each one.  God has His own thoughts, it has all been His own matter, He works out His own purpose in His own way and in His own time.  He operates above all human responsibility.  We think about our own responsibility and of course there is a place for that; but if that is all we cling to, we will find we can be unsettled.  We need to be sustained in a sense of God’s purpose and to stand on that ground.  The apostle writes, “whom he has called”, Rom.8:30.  God will work it out, He will work His purposes through, whatever may enter in in the meantime.  You think of the whole Bible in our hands; it is God’s testimony that He will see His thoughts of love through.  God’s thoughts that are set out in Genesis are all seen in glorious display in Revelation.  

How much happened along the way!  God is able for the working of things out, and in this He is arriving at His glorious thoughts involving that He should take us up for glory.  We are to rest on that: there is nothing more stabilising and settling.  It says, “whom he has foreknown” (that is vessels of mercy, prepared for glory) “he has also predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be the firstborn among many brethren”, Rom.8:29.  God always has Christ in mind.  Then, “whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified” (v.30).  There is no question of what we are, or what we have done; it is God working according to the impulses of His own heart, in His own way, securing His own end, and that is what He has taken us up for.  May we be encouraged and rest in it.  Circumstances may unsettle us, but we can rest on that solid ground.  We see often in the history of God’s people how they failed, but God was patient in His ways with them.  God speaks through the prophet about His people as a “people robbed and spoiled” but He goes on to say “Fear not … I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine” (see Isa.42:22 and 43:1).  You might say that He retires to the greatness of His own purpose: whatever His people were in responsibility, He had taken them up, He had called them; they were His.  It is vital to be assured about this in our own hearts.  

The apostle in Corinthians had been speaking of glory, the great ministry of glory that he describes, in contrast to what had been before, which had all been veiled in mystery (see 2 Cor.3:7-15).  But now, “we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit” (v.18).  He speaks of “the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ” (chap.4:4) and then “who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.  It is all glory.  God shines out into our hearts, and Paul says we have a treasure.  Paul had a treasure; he had acquired it.  And such was the value that he placed on that treasure that he says, “surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”, Phil.3:8.  He weighed things soberly, and counted them, and said, ‘They are all loss’.  He had that treasure, “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”.  Then he goes on to say, very affectingly I think, “and that I may be found in him … to know him” – he wanted more; it is as if he said, ‘It is not enough’.  Who knew the Lord like Paul did?  But he wanted more, and he carried it in his heart.  He says, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels”.  I think the earthen vessel would suggest the weakness and the frailty of the condition in which we are.  We feel the weakness, our fragile nature, the exposure to circumstances of the earthen vessel.   

You might ask, ‘Why is it that, when God shines in our hearts, He does not immediately translate us to glory so that we are in wonderful conformity to that outshining of glory?’.  It is because God has something to work out in these vessels, so that the life of Jesus might be manifested.  He wants something brought out in such vessels, and Paul is really speaking about his own experience here – “every way afflicted, but not straitened”; Paul could speak of being “every way afflicted”.  He knew the condition and the circumstance, and the knowledge of the glory of God would make us feel the condition in which we are even more, but we are not to despise it, because it is so that the surpassingness of the power might be of God, it is what God is going to carry through in His own power.  Paul knew affliction in every way.  There was what was external – he was afflicted in his body.  He was taken up to the third heaven, and heard things that were not allowed to man to utter (see 2 Cor.12:1-4), and when he came back down he was given a thorn for the flesh (v.7).  He besought the Lord that it might be removed, three times; but he had a great lesson to learn, that “my grace suffices thee” (vv.8,9).  The Lord touched the vessel, so that it could be said, “my power is perfected in weakness” – so that the surpassingness of divine power might be proved.  God did it with Jacob too (see Gen.32:25): He touched the vessel, and made Jacob feel the reality of what he was as an earthen vessel so that he might prove the sufficiency of divine grace and the surpassingness of His power.  

Paul goes on to speak about “seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up”.  You may feel that in the current circumstances, it is hard to see a way out.  But he says, “our way not entirely shut up”.  It would suggest that we need the steps of faith.  The whole way is not gloriously opened up to us at once; that is not God’s way.  It requires one step, and faith is given, and then the next step is made known; that is how God works.  Paul can say that he was not straitened in it, not narrowed in.  David says, “in pressure thou hast enlarged me”, Ps.4:1.  What is in mind is that we should be enlarged, even in such vessels and in such circumstances.  Paul goes on to say, “cast down, but not destroyed”.  It was a reality for Paul.  At one point he says that he despaired even of living (see 2 Cor.1:8).  He felt the conditions that pressed upon him – “always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus”: it was a constant exercise for him.  Day in, day out, he was weakened physically by all that he experienced and endured, and little by little the earthen vessel was being broken down.  But what it meant was that the light would shine out, and the treasure that he held in his heart would be seen, that the life of Jesus might be manifested.  God is using such a vessel.  We are not transformed to glory immediately; we have our earthly tabernacle, as it says later on, we await “a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”, 2 Cor.5:1.  We are awaiting the final act of salvation from our bodies of humiliation, and being conformed to His body of glory.  That is what is before us, but God is working something out in the current circumstances.  

The experience of weakness and frailty is so that we prove that the power is of God.  You will remember that Seth called his son Enosh.  It means man as weak, mortal.  The scripture adds, “Then people began to call on the name of Jehovah”, Gen.4:26.  Really our weakness commends God’s power, and we are to prove the reality of that, in order that there might be something of the life of Jesus shining out.  I suppose Paul was making a connection with Gideon, whose men had earthen vessels with torches concealed in them when they approached the camp of the Midianites (see Judges 7:15-22).  When the vessels were broken, the lights shone out.  That is really a picture of what Paul is writing about.  The hostile character of what is around, and sufferings, will affect the vessel; but it is in order that the light might shine out: “that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh”.  What that is for God, that the life of His beloved Son should be seen in earthen vessels!  He is going to bring out the testimony to His Son in glorious display, but before He does so it will be seen in earthen vessels.  God works in His own way, in His own skill; He is working out His own purposes.  We really need to get on to that ground.

I want to close with a word on vessels of service.  I had in mind vessels of mercy, vessels of testimony, and vessels of service.  The earthen vessel is that in which we prove all that God is to us.  Then a question is raised as to what we are for God.  We remember that as the Lord Jesus was approaching Jerusalem, He sent His own to find the colt, and He tells them to say to anyone who asked, “the Lord has need of it”, Luke 19:31.  That would come home to each one of us.  Whatever measure we may have, whatever we are able for, the Lord has need of us.  I leave that word with us, that the Lord has need of us, and He has taken us up in order that we might be serviceable to Him, in whatever way that might be.  The apostle speaks about the great house – that is what the whole system of professing Christendom has become.  God never intended it to be that: the Lord speaks in the parable of the kingdom of the heavens being like a grain of mustard seed that grew and became a great tree (see Luke 13:19), with the birds of heaven lodged in its branches.  That is what Christendom has become.  In the very early days of Christianity, what marked believers was simplicity, but since then the mind of man has operated and all that should be held for God is not so held; and of course we form part of that.  The thing is for the Lord to be able to identify vessels that are serviceable to Him, and I would seek to promote that desire, to be serviceable to Him.  In such a house there are vessels of gold and vessels of silver.  The golden vessels would speak of what is divine: those who not only have the Spirit, but are moving in His power.  I say that because the Corinthians had the Spirit, but they were not under His influence nor did they act in His power so as to be serviceable.  I think as we give place to the Spirit, we receive and give place to the things of God.  What is expressed is of golden character, it has divine character.  

As to silver vessels, in Scripture silver is often linked with redemption.  We all know that the Lord has paid a price for us that we might be serviceable to Him.  And silver also brings the thought of refining, that God takes us up in order to refine us, so that we become vessels available to Him.  That requires exercise with us.  The word in Proverbs is, “Take away the dross” (chap.25:4), then there comes forth a vessel for the refiner.  He takes us up and works and refines so that all that is marked by dross, all that is of ourselves, might be removed and what is of silver character comes out.  It is really in contrast to all that is of man, man’s thinking.  We do not want to take up the things of God in our own power and strength, in our own minds.  

That is what has come to mark the whole professing system.  Paul writes of “not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.  If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour”.  We often have much painful experience in what this means practically, but I have come to see the vital importance of this: that when Israel failed at the time of the golden calf, Moses took the tent and pitched it outside the camp.  The word in Hebrews is, “therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”, Heb.13:13.  He has become our Object: it is, “let us go forth to him without the camp”.  We are made able for what we are called upon to do in our own responsibilities, what God looks for us to do.  The thought of “separating himself” here in 2 Timothy, something we are to do, would answer to sanctification, which is what God does.  He sets us apart, but there is to be an answer to it in our own responsibility, and that is to separate ourselves from all that would be dishonouring to Christ so that we might be vessels serviceable to Him.  

We would all cherish to be a vessel for Him, in whatever measure and in whatever part it may be – that is His matter.  Let us make ourselves available and accept that it is for Him to decide how He wants to use us.  However small or insignificant we may think we are, let us make ourselves available to Him.  That is a challenge, because there is so much that otherwise would occupy us and deflect us from laying ourselves open to Him.  We recently looked at the passage about the nail in the sure place (see Isa.22:23,24).  All the glory of His father’s house is hung upon Christ as the nail, as are all the vessels – it speaks of small vessels, vessels of cups as well as vessels of flagons.  They were drinking vessels, suggesting what would minister to the pleasure of divine Persons.  They were different – different sizes, different characters, going back to that thought about variety; but they were all hanging there.  The implication is that they were available.  As vessels to honour, serviceable to the master (it does not say for what) we are in the spirit of surrender, surrendering to Him, so that whatever the purpose – however little, however small we might think it is, however daunting we may think it is – we are serviceable to Him, and all these vessels of service will be for His own glory.  

Well, that was my simple impression: God takes us up in order that He might carry through His own thoughts.  He is doing it in vessels, marked in one way by weakness, but the power of God is known.  What is being worked out now will come out in wonderful display, and He is working things out with us.  He is working in His own time and in His own way, bringing about that which will all be conformed to the image of His Son; and in the meantime, He wants us to be available to Him for service.  

May we be encouraged to be so, for His name’s sake.

 

Address in Grimsby

8 February 2025

Robert Webster

 

 


Scripture references

Romans 9:22-24 (JND) [22] And if God, minded to shew his wrath and to make his power known, endured with much long-suffering vessels of wrath fitted for destruction; [23] and that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory, [24] us, whom he has also called, not only from amongst [the] Jews, but also from amongst [the] nations?

2 Corinthians 4:6-10 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us: [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up; [9] persecuted, but not abandoned; cast down, but not destroyed; [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

2 Timothy 2:20-21 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

2 Chronicles 6:18 (JND) [18] But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? behold, the heavens and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house which I have built!

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Genesis 1:20-25 (JND) [20] And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms of living souls, and let fowl fly above the earth in the expanse of the heavens. [21] And God created the great sea monsters, and every living soul that moves with which the waters swarm, after their kind, and every winged fowl after its kind. And God saw that it was good. [22] And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply on the earth. [23] And there was evening, and there was morning a fifth day. [24] And God said, Let the earth bring forth living souls after their kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth, after their kind. And it was so. [25] And God made the beast of the earth after its kind, and the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing of the ground after its kind. And God saw that it was good.

1 Corinthians 12:24 (JND) [24] but our comely [parts] have not need. But God has tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to [the part] that lacked;

Genesis 2:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah Elohim formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and Man became a living soul.

Psalms 139:14 (JND) [14] I will praise thee, for I am fearfully, wonderfully made. Marvellous are thy works; and [that] my soul knoweth right well.

Ecclesiastes 7:29 (JND) [29] Only see this which I have found: that God made man upright, but they have sought out many devices.

Ecclesiastes 7:29 (JND) [29] Only see this which I have found: that God made man upright, but they have sought out many devices.

Genesis 15:5 (JND) [5] And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be!

Genesis 2:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah Elohim formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and Man became a living soul.

John 20:22 (JND) [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit:

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

Jeremiah 18:1-6 (JND) [1] The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying, [2] Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. [3] And I went down to the potter's house; and behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. [4] And the vessel that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter; and he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make. [5] And the word of Jehovah came to me, saying, [6] House of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith Jehovah. Behold, as the clay in the potter's hand, so are ye in my hand, house of Israel.

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Colossians 1:19 (JND) [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell,

Luke 4:22 (JND) [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

1 Peter 2:10 (JND) [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

2 Samuel 19:24 (JND) [24] And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. Now he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came [again] in peace.

2 Samuel 19:24 (JND) [24] And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. Now he had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came [again] in peace.

Romans 8:30 (JND) [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Romans 8:29 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.

Isaiah 42:22 (JND) [22] But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and hidden in prison-houses; they are become a prey, and none delivereth, a spoil, and none saith, Restore.

Isaiah 43:1 (JND) [1] But now thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou art mine.

2 Corinthians 3:7-15 (JND) [7] (But if the ministry of death, in letters, graven in stones, began with glory, so that the children of Israel could not fix their eyes on the face of Moses, on account of the glory of his face, [a glory] which is annulled; [8] how shall not rather the ministry of the Spirit subsist in glory? [9] For if the ministry of condemnation [be] glory, much rather the ministry of righteousness abounds in glory. [10] For also that [which was] glorified is not glorified in this respect, on account of the surpassing glory. [11] For if that annulled [was introduced] with glory, much rather that which abides [subsists] in glory. [12] Having therefore such hope, we use much boldness: [13] and not according as Moses put a veil on his own face, so that the children of Israel should not fix their eyes on the end of that annulled. [14] But their thoughts have been darkened, for unto this day the same veil remains in reading the old covenant, unremoved, which in Christ is annulled. [15] But unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil lies upon their heart.

Philippians 3:8 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 (JND) [1] Well, it is not of profit to me to boast, for I will come to visions and revelations of [the] Lord. [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven. [3] And I know such a man, (whether in [the] body or out of the body I know not, God knows;) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 (JND) [1] Well, it is not of profit to me to boast, for I will come to visions and revelations of [the] Lord. [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven. [3] And I know such a man, (whether in [the] body or out of the body I know not, God knows;) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.

Genesis 32:25 (JND) [25] And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob's thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him.

Psalms 4:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm of David.} When I call, answer me, O God of my righteousness: in pressure thou hast enlarged me; be gracious unto me, and hear my prayer.

2 Corinthians 1:8 (JND) [8] For we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, as to our tribulation which happened [to us] in Asia, that we were excessively pressed beyond [our] power, so as to despair even of living.

2 Corinthians 5:1 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Genesis 4:26 (JND) [26] And to Seth, to him also was born a son; and he called his name Enosh. Then people began to call on the name of Jehovah.

Judges 7:15-22 (JND) [15] And it came to pass when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshipped. And he returned into the camp of Israel, and said, Arise; for Jehovah hath given into your hand the camp of Midian. [16] And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, and empty pitchers, and torches within the pitchers. [17] And he said to them, Look on me, and do likewise; behold, when I come to the extremity of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. [18] And when I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, ye also shall blow the trumpets around the whole camp, and shall say, For Jehovah and for Gideon! [19] And Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came to the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch; and they blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. [20] And the three companies blew the trumpets, and broke in pieces the pitchers, and held the torches in their left hand, and the trumpets in their right hand for blowing, and cried, The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon! [21] And they stood every man in his place round about the camp; and all the host ran, and cried out, and fled. [22] And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and Jehovah set every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout the camp. And the host fled to Beth-shittah towards Zererah, to the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.

Luke 19:31 (JND) [31] And if any one ask you, Why do ye loose [it]? thus shall ye say to him, Because the Lord has need of it.

Luke 13:19 (JND) [19] It is like a grain of mustard [seed] which a man took and cast into his garden; and it grew and became a great tree, and the birds of heaven lodged in its branches.

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

Isaiah 22:23-24 (JND) [23] And I will fasten him [as] a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a throne of glory to his father's house: [24] and they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all the small vessels, as well the vessels of cups as all the vessels of flagons.



HOW GOD SPEAKS TO US


1 Kings 19:11-13;  Psalm 95:7,8;  Acts 11:18;

John 3:16;  Ephesians 1:3-6

 

This is the time of the gospel.  The gospel is good news – that is what the word means.  The gospel is also the word of God.  What I have in mind is to set out, with the help of the Holy Spirit, the fact that God is speaking directly to you.  An announcement might be made in a railway station over a loudspeaker, perhaps the announcement of a train leaving, with the departure time and platform.  That announcement applies to everyone who has an interest.  But sometimes announcements are made by name.  I want to tell you that God knows your name, and that He is speaking directly to you, and He is speaking in love. 

Where we read in 1 Kings 19, there was a wind and an earthquake and a fire, and it says that God was not in these things.  There are things going on in the world which God has His hand over, but what comes after the fire is a soft, gentle voice.  There could be no more gentle voice than the voice of Jesus: “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”, Matt 11:28.  It is a soft, gentle voice.  You may think that the gospel is about sinners.  I am glad to tell you the gospel is not about sinners.  The gospel is for sinners, but it is not about sinners.  The gospel is about Jesus.  We know that from the Bible.  At the beginning of the epistle to the Romans, the apostle Paul writes about “God's glad tidings … concerning his Son … Jesus Christ our Lord”, Rom.1:1-4.  The glad tidings may not be about you, but they are very much for you.  It is a fact that you are a sinner, because it also tells us in Romans that “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (chap.3:23).  But it goes on to say that we are “justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood” (vv.24,25).  That is the soft, gentle voice.

Think of Mary at the tomb: after the Lord had been buried, she went to the tomb as early as she could, and He was no longer there; she was upset and disappointed.  But there came that soft, gentle voice: “Jesus says to her, Mary”, John 20:16.  He would speak to you in the same tones.  He had died and shed His blood and gone into the grave for Mary, and He had risen from the grave for her.  And what He did for Mary, He has done for you.  He would speak to you directly and take away all the confusion – the earthquake, the wind and the fire.  He would set all that aside – all the confusion in your life, whatever it may be, the doubts, the uncertainties – and He speaks to you directly, and He tells you that He has come to save you.  That is what God did.  You can read about it in the third chapter of Exodus.  When God speaks to Moses about Israel who were in captivity, He says, “for I know their sorrows.  And I am come down to deliver them”, Exod.3:8.  

He knows you and He knows me.  He knows us better than we know ourselves, and despite the things we may have done and all that we are, He is speaking in patience and grace in order that you might come to Christ, weary and heavy laden, laden with the burden of your sins, wearied by trying to make things better, wearied by trying to do things better.  Paul speaks of that in the epistle to the Romans: “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?  I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (chap.7:24,25).  Paul wearied himself trying to make things better.  He says, “For I do not practice the good that I will” (v.19), and “I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell” (v.18).  In effect he says, ‘I have tried everything’.  The hymn writer says,

‘If you tarry till you're better,

    you will never come at all’    Hymn 208

You cannot make yourself better; there is only One who can make you whole.  Again, God speaks to Israel and tells them, as they come out of Egypt, that “I am Jehovah who healeth thee”, Exod.15:26.  God also asked, in a time of trouble, “Is there no balm in Gilead?  Is there no physician there?” Jer.8:22.  The great Physician, Jesus, is here.  He is the One who would heal your sorrows, bind up your wounds, carry you to a place of safety, as was done for the man on the Jericho road (see Luke 10:25-37).  Was there reproach and condemnation for the man on the Jericho road?  It might have been said to him that he should not have been going to Jericho.  He was heading in the wrong direction.  No, it says he “came up to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to the inn and took care of him”.  No reproach, no condemnation: the “soft, gentle voice”.  Jesus has given everything to save you, the One who “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  He is the One who is speaking to you now and saying, ‘Come to me’.

In Psalm 95 we have, “To-day if ye hear his voice”.  Maybe you heard it yesterday, and maybe you ignored it, but He is waiting: “To-day if ye hear his voice”.  I remind you of the verse in Hebrews, “as long as it is called To-day” (chap.3:13).  There may be no tomorrow: I cannot speak of tomorrow, but Jesus is speaking to you today.  And it says also, “behold, now is the well-accepted time; behold now the day of salvation” (2 Cor.6:2) – not another day.  The hearts of believers are to burn for the coming of the Lord, the time when we will be with Him for ever.  The church is longing to be with her Head, and that time is coming soon.  But in this waiting time, there is an opportunity, there is a moment.  The Lord may come before we walk out of this room.  The urgency of the matter is real; it is a matter for ‘Now!’.  Now is the time, now is the well-accepted time, now is the day of salvation, not in twenty minutes or half an hour.  I do not ask you to make a confession.  The only one who needs the confession of your sins is the Saviour.  What is required is a simple turning to Jesus and the confession of your sins.

There was once a woman, a believer, going along a cart path, and someone approached her to lay hands on her and attack her.  All she said was, ‘Lord Jesus, please save me’.  The man was stronger than she, and yet he turned and walked away.  ‘Lord, save me’: the enemy of your souls would come and carry you away to destruction, and all you need say is, ‘Lord, save me’, and there is nothing he can do.  As the hymn says,

‘The power of Satan broken,

   In Jesus’ death of scorn’        (Hymn 290)

You need only turn to Him today.  “If ye hear his voice, Harden not your heart”.  It says of Pharaoh, when he was appealed to, to let the children of Israel go, that he hardened his heart (see Exod.5:1-5; 8:15).  He was appealed to, and he was appealed to, and he was appealed to again; and then it says that Jehovah made his heart stubborn (see Exod.10:20,27).  Judgment fell on him.  This is not the time of judgment, beloved.  The time of judgment is surely coming.  Do not harden your heart!  Turn to the Saviour who shed His blood and died for you, “who went through all quarters doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with Him”, Acts 10:38.  At the end of His life man gave Him a crown of thorns; He was beaten and spat upon and abused and scourged and nailed to a cross.  Yet not one word of protest did He utter, because He received it all from the hands of His Father.  He suffered in order to do the will of God, and He did it for you, and He did it for me.  “Harden not your heart”: that is the position today.

Let us go back in time to where we read in Acts 11.  This was not long after the Lord had ascended on high.  It says, “And when they heard these things they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then indeed God has to the nations also granted repentance to life”.  Now we come to the ‘yesterday’.  We are of the nations: Israel was the chosen race, a people for a possession (see 1 Pet.2:9).  But here, two thousand years ago, we read, “God has to the nations also granted repentance to life”.  He was thinking about you.  He granted repentance to the nations.  Everything God requires in His righteousness, He gives us in His grace.  Think of that!  He had granted repentance to the nations.  Scripture says, “God … enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent”, Acts 17:30.  But He gives, or grants, repentance.  It also says that “without faith it is impossible to please him”, Heb.11:6.  Yet He gives faith (see Eph.2:8).  What God asks you for, He has, in that sense, already given you.  He has given you the means.  The Spirit works in new birth (see John 3:6-8), in order that there might be good ground, a place wherein the seed can fall and bear fruit a hundred-fold.  So “God has to the nations also granted repentance to life”.  Have you taken up what God has given you?  It is no good only to acknowledge it.  You have to take it up.  “God … enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent”, Acts 17:30.  He enjoins them to recognise their need of a Saviour.  God is appealing to you today that you might take up His free offer of grace.  

But then we go back still further.  How can God make such an offer?  We know that God cannot look upon sin – it says in the Bible that He is “of purer eyes than to behold evil”, Hab.1:13.  He cannot look on sin, so how can God grant repentance to life to persons who have sinned?  We find the answer to that in this verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3:16.  How God spoke in the giving of His Son!  Think of what the Lord Himself said, on the cross: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  He appealed to the Father for mercy, even for those who had put Him on the cross.  I have to acknowledge that I put Him on that cross.  It was my sins that put Him there, and yet He appealed for mercy for me – “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.

Now, what did the Lord say to the thief?  This is another ‘Today’.  “Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”, Luke 23:43.  He gave the thief – that repentant sinner – an immediate answer.  That is another thing about God speaking today: the answer will come today.  You will not have to wait.  When you apply for something, for a job, or a place at school or university, whatever it may be, you are likely to have to wait.  Maybe you have to pass an exam or sit an interview first.  But the Lord said, “To-day” – there is no waiting at all.  If I might put it as simply as this, all the tests have been passed, tests that you or I could never pass, all the examinations which you inevitably would have failed, the Lord has gone through every one and He has been found righteous.  The sinless One who suffered for righteousness’ sake, at the hands of man, suffered also for sin at the hands of His God which you and I could never do.  The Scripture says, “None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him, (For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever,)”, Ps.49:7,8.  We cannot redeem the person sitting next to us, no matter how much we would like to.  Furthermore, we cannot redeem ourselves, because we have nothing with which to pay the price. 

Think of these men of whom the Lord spoke when He said, “but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them their debt”, Luke 7:42.  You have nothing with which to pay, but the great thing is that the debt is all settled, in the blood of Jesus, in His finished work, and in His resurrection, so that your sins can be forgiven.  Christ must die, His precious blood must be shed, in order for your sins to be washed away, and He must be raised for you to be justified.  Every matter has been settled to God's eternal satisfaction, and such is the glory of that work that it extends not only as far forward as today, but as far back as Adam.  Scripture tells us that God’s righteousness has been shown forth, “in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before … for the showing forth of his righteousness in the present time”, Rom.3:25.  Such is the glory of the work of Christ, and it was all done because of God's love, God's love for you.  When it says that “God so loved the world”, it does not mean He loves the sin in the world; it means He loved the world that He made and the persons He put in it, and that includes you.  This appeal is to you, not to harden your heart. 

In Ephesians, we go back still further: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; according as he has chosen us in him before the world's foundation”.  God went right back, before time was, before the world was founded, and He thought about you.  He thought about you, and today He comes to speak to you about His thoughts for you.  He tells you that He has given His Son to die for you, so that you “should be holy and blameless before Him in love”.  In John 17, the Lord speaks to the Father and says, “Holy Father” (v.11).  Holiness is separation from sin.  How can we be holy and separate from sin?  By being washed in the blood of Jesus.  And then at the end of the same chapter He says, “Righteous Father” (v.25).  How can we be righteous?  How can we be blameless?  Because our sins have been taken away.  Do you know what He says as to Israel when they will come back into blessing in a day yet to come?  He says, “and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more”, Heb.8:12.  For us, it is that “we should be holy and blameless before him in love”.  How did He do that?  He thought of you before time was. 

Peter tells us that “ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible things, such as silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from your fathers, but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ, foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world”, 1 Pet.1:18-20.  God knew, when He chose you, that you would need a Saviour, One who was “foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes, who by him do believe on God, who has raised him from among the dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope should be in God” (vv.20,21).  There is no better place for your faith and hope to be than in God.  There is nowhere else worth placing them.  “That your faith and hope should be in God” – “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son ... how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”, Rom.8:32.  So He has marked us out, He has chosen us, and we find out He has marked us out beforehand for adoption – that is sonship.  You perhaps think that it would be good enough if all these sins were washed away.  No!  It might be good enough for you, but God would tell you that it would not be good enough for Him.  He wants you to come into the place of sonship – as it says, “according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved”.  Do you see that Man Jesus, who did all these things for God?  God says to you that He intends to make you like Him, and He is going to take you into favour in His worth; God is going to bring you near to Him as clothed in the worth of His beloved Son.

And all of this God has had in mind for you before time began – “the Beloved: in whom we have redemption through his blood”, Eph.1:6,7.  Not ‘in whom we will have’, but “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace”.  And not according to what you can afford to pay, but “according to the riches of his grace”.  God is speaking to you.  He wants you in His presence.  He wants you there in liberty and in happiness.  You think of what the queen of Sheba noticed: among many things, she says “Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee and hear thy wisdom!”, 2 Chron.9:7.  And she also said that “the half was not told me”, 1 Kings 10:7.  I have not told you half of what God has in mind for you, not even a small fraction.  There is a place of glory for you in the presence of God.  He has given His own Son, and He has poured out the gift of the Spirit in order that you might take it up.  He wants you to be responsive to Him, and Christ also wants you to be responsive to God.  Further, the Lord Jesus wants you to be responsive to Himself in the scene of His absence.  Do you know that He has asked us to do something?  He has asked us to remember Him – “this do in remembrance of me” or ‘For the calling of me to mind’ (see 1 Cor.11:24 and footnote).

Jesus is calling; the Father is calling; the Spirit is speaking of divine love to your soul: “To-day if ye hear his voice, Harden not your heart”.  I say in all sobriety, I appeal to you on behalf of the God of glory, that you might commit yourself to His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, and that you may be found in His service here for as long as we are left, for His name's sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Glasgow 

19 January 2025

 

Paul Gray

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 19:11-13 (JND) [11] And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. And behold, Jehovah passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before Jehovah: Jehovah was not in the wind. And after the wind, an earthquake: Jehovah was not in the earthquake. [12] And after the earthquake, a fire: Jehovah was not in the fire. And after the fire, a soft gentle voice. [13] And it came to pass, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice [came] to him and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?

Psalms 95:7-8 (JND) [7] For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. To-day if ye hear his voice, [8] Harden not your heart, as at Meribah, as [in] the day of Massah, in the wilderness;

Psalms 95:7-8 (JND) [7] For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. To-day if ye hear his voice, [8] Harden not your heart, as at Meribah, as [in] the day of Massah, in the wilderness;

Psalms 95:7-8 (JND) [7] For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. To-day if ye hear his voice, [8] Harden not your heart, as at Meribah, as [in] the day of Massah, in the wilderness;

Acts 11:18 (JND) [18] And when they heard these things they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then indeed God has to the nations also granted repentance to life.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Ephesians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

1 Kings 19 (JND) [1] And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and in detail how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. [2] And Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods [to me], and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time! [3] And when he saw [that], he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. …

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Romans 1:1-4 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

John 20:16 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.

Exodus 3:8 (JND) [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Exodus 15:26 (JND) [26] And he said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of Jehovah thy God, and do what is right in his eyes, and incline thine ears to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the complaints upon thee that I have put upon the Egyptians; for I am Jehovah who healeth thee.

Jeremiah 8:22 (JND) [22] Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no physician there? Why then is there no dressing applied for the healing of the daughter of my people?

Luke 10:25-37 (JND) [25] And behold, a certain lawyer stood up tempting him, and saying, Teacher, having done what, shall I inherit life eternal? [26] And he said to him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? [27] But he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thine understanding; and thy neighbour as thyself. [28] And he said to him, Thou hast answered right: this do and thou shalt live. [29] But he, desirous of justifying himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbour? [30] And Jesus replying said, A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into [the hands of] robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state. [31] And a certain priest happened to go down that way, and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side; [32] and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot, came and looked [at him] and passed on on the opposite side. [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back. [36] Which [now] of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into [the hands of] the robbers? …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Psalms 95 (JND) [1] Come, let us sing aloud to Jehovah, let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation; [2] Let us come before his face with thanksgiving; let us shout aloud unto him with psalms. [3] For Jehovah is a great God, and a great king above all gods. …

2 Corinthians 6:2 (JND) [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:)

Exodus 5:1-5 (JND) [1] And afterwards Moses and Aaron went in, and said to Pharaoh, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Let my people go that they may celebrate a feast to me in the wilderness. [2] And Pharaoh said, Who is Jehovah, to whose voice I am to hearken to let Israel go? I do not know Jehovah, neither will I let Israel go. [3] And they said, The God of the Hebrews has met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to Jehovah our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence or with sword. [4] And the king of Egypt said to them, Why do ye, Moses and Aaron, wish to have the people go off from their works? Away, to your burdens! [5] And Pharaoh said, Behold the people of the land are now many, and ye wish to make them rest from their burdens.

Exodus 8:15 (JND) [15] And Pharaoh saw that there was respite; and he hardened his heart, and hearkened not to them, as Jehovah had said.

Exodus 10:20-27 (JND) [20] And Jehovah made Pharaoh's heart stubborn, and he did not let the children of Israel go. [21] And Jehovah said to Moses, Stretch out thy hand toward the heavens, that there may be darkness in the land of Egypt so that one may feel darkness. [22] And Moses stretched out his hand toward the heavens; and there was a thick darkness throughout the land of Egypt three days: [23] they saw not one another, neither rose any from his place, for three days. But all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. [24] And Pharaoh called Moses and said, Go, serve Jehovah; only, let your flocks and your herds remain; let your little ones also go with you. [25] And Moses said, Thou must give also sacrifices and burnt-offerings into our hands, that we may sacrifice to Jehovah our God. [26] Our cattle also must go with us: there shall not a hoof be left behind; for we must take thereof to serve Jehovah our God; and we do not know with what we must serve Jehovah, until we come there. [27] But Jehovah made Pharaoh's heart stubborn, and he would not let them go.

Acts 10:38 (JND) [38] Jesus who [was] of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

Acts 11 (JND) [1] And the apostles and the brethren who were in Judaea heard that the nations also had received the word of God; [2] and when Peter went up to Jerusalem, they of the circumcision contended with him, [3] saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and hast eaten with them. …

1 Peter 2:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light;

1 Peter 2:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light;

Acts 17:30 (JND) [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Ephesians 2:8 (JND) [8] For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God's gift:

John 3:6-8 (JND) [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7] Do not wonder that I said to thee, It is needful that *ye* should be born anew. [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Acts 17:30 (JND) [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,

Habakkuk 1:13 (JND) [13] [Thou art] of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on mischief: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, [and] keepest silence when the wicked swalloweth up a [man] more righteous than he?

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Luke 23:43 (JND) [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Psalms 49:7-8 (JND) [7] None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him, [8] (For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever,)

Luke 7:42 (JND) [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most?

Romans 3:25 (JND) [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God;

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Hebrews 8:12 (JND) [12] Because I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.

1 Peter 1:18-20 (JND) [18] knowing that ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible [things, as] silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from [your] fathers, [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ, [20] foreknown indeed before [the] foundation of [the] world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes,

1 Peter 1:18-20 (JND) [18] knowing that ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible [things, as] silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from [your] fathers, [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ, [20] foreknown indeed before [the] foundation of [the] world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes,

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Ephesians 1:6-7 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved: [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

2 Chronicles 9:7 (JND) [7] Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee and hear thy wisdom!

1 Kings 10:7 (JND) [7] but I gave no credit to the words, until I came and mine eyes had seen; and behold, the half was not told me: in wisdom and prosperity thou exceedest the report that I heard.

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.



EXTRACTS FROM ‘CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP’ 2


It is of great importance to see that when God in His grace laid hold of us and brought us to the knowledge of Himself, it was not His will to leave us as isolated individuals.  Nor was it His mind that we should take a course of our own choosing as to fellowship with other saints.  He has called us to the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

All believers are divinely called to this holy fellowship.  Many may not have understood what they are called to; many may fail to answer to it, or may even be acting entirely contrary to it; but all who have received the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit are called by God to the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  This makes it very clear at the very outset that the bond of Christian fellowship … is a Person – God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  It could not possibly be asserted that there is anything sectarian or narrow about such a fellowship. …

Now what was God’s great object in making Himself thus known?  It was to break down all our self-willed distrust of Him, so that we might accept His authority and control.  The authority of God and the power of His right hand are set forth in “Jesus Christ our Lord”.  When we receive the knowledge of God in grace and love it makes us willing to accept His authority, because we are assured that it is an authority ever exercised for blessing towards us, and for our security from all that is evil.  We receive the kingdom of God, and find it to be “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Darby).  These things are conditional on God having His right place in our souls.

Romans 6 brings us to the point that we yield ourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead, and our members as instruments of righteousness to God.  There are three important points in the chapter – knowing, reckoning and yielding …

“For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord”, verses 10,11.  This supposes that the affections are so set upon Christ that we are prepared to take account of ourselves as being in the same relation to things as He is.  He has died to the whole sphere where man’s will is active – that is, to the world socially, politically and religiously.  If we love Him we shall not care to go on with things in which He has no place, and in which He takes no part …

Then in verse 13 it is yielding.  “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God”.  Knowing is by faith, reckoning is by love, but yielding is by the Spirit.  The kingdom of God is maintained in our souls in its practical power by the Spirit, and in coming thus under God’s control we escape from the innumerable evils of a lawless will.
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Scripture references

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …



Notes


	[←1]
	 CAC Vol.17 The Food of Life and Other Papers, p.153




	[←2]
	 CAC Vol.17 The Food of Life and other Papers pp.145,146.  Quotations from Scripture in this article are generally from the AV. 
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