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“BE NOT UNBELIEVING, BUT BELIEVING”


John 20:19,20,24-28; 19:28-35; 6:66-69; 7:37-39

Looking around in the preaching last week, I observed that there were some empty seats in the hall where we were, and it made me think that it is disappointing that there are not more to hear the gospel.  But then I thought – we can trust God to take care of that.  He would see the seats that were filled, He would see those who were there.  That is my burden, to communicate that to you.  In the gospel the Lord speaks, and it is the most important speaking you will ever hear because it concerns your eternal safety.  What is offered in the glad tidings is eternal salvation.  No other message in the world is like that.  No other message in the world can go beyond what there is in this life, but the gospel does.  

God’s offer is one of eternal salvation, and what I have in mind to impress on each one of you, because the gospel is so intensely personal, is that you are here tonight.  I thought of Thomas.  For some reason, and we are not told why, he was not there when the disciples first gathered after the resurrection of Jesus.  The Lord came to that little company, and they had the blessing of having the Lord with them.  Thomas was not there, and he said later to the others, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe”.  But a week later, he was there.  I do not know anything about what you were doing last week, but tonight you are here.  That is something which I want to emphasise so that you grasp the importance of it, the privilege of it.  God has seen fit to bring you tonight to this preaching to hear about His Son, about the Saviour, to hear about the availability of eternal salvation and blessing, and forgiveness of sins in the Saviour’s name.  These things are offered to you tonight because you came here.  Thomas became the focus of what Jesus said: “he says to Thomas …”.  You may be the focus of the Lord’s speaking tonight, the one who He is calling.  It is your heart that He is after, if He has not had it before.

We read another verse in John recently at home, where the Lord addresses the crowd and He says, Some of you do not believe (John 6:64).  Is that the case tonight in this company, that there is someone who does not believe?  Are you like Thomas; would you say, ‘I will not believe’?  Tonight there is an opportunity of a lifetime.  Do not think that you can just come next week and hear the word again.  There may never be another opportunity; you may never have one again.  And so the Lord Jesus says to Thomas, “Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side”.  The Lord Jesus would say to you, ‘These marks in My hands, the marks of My crucifixion, the marks of My sorrow and My suffering are there.  I went that way for you, I suffered for you.  The blood that poured out of My side is available for you, that your sins might be paid for’.  Eternal salvation is available for you if you believe.  Jesus paid the price for my sins in their totality.  The judgment that I deserved has been borne, He did it for me.  Now He would say to you, “be not unbelieving, but believing”.  That is my message to you tonight, to every one of us: “be not unbelieving, but believing”.  In the gospel, the difference between believing and not believing is everything.  If you do not believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and put your faith and your trust in Him and His shed blood, there is no other way of salvation for you.  This is the only way; the only way to salvation is to “be not unbelieving, but believing”.

In chapter 19, John gives his witness of what he saw and what we ask you to believe in; he gives his witness to the shedding of the blood of the Lord Jesus.  He witnessed the Lord on the cross and he witnessed this moment in verse 30 when the Lord Jesus delivered up His spirit.  If we believe on the Lord Jesus, what is meant is that we believe that He gave Himself for us.  Do you believe that?  Do you believe that He gave His life for you?  It is your life which is forfeit.  “The wages of sin is death”, Rom.6:23.  God pronounces the sentence and it hangs over you as a sinner just as it does over me and over every man.  The scripture says, “There is not a righteous man, not even one”, Rom.3:10.  But Jesus stood in the breach.  If you believe on Him, then He took your place, and this is what John saw.  John saw the Lord there on the cross; he was an observer here in this passage, and that is all we can be.  In relation to this great work of Christ, that is all we can be – observers.  There is nothing you can add, there is nothing you can volunteer, nothing you can contribute to your salvation.  Jesus in His love has done all that God required, and He did it by putting Himself into your place and suffering for you.  

It comes to the point here where Jesus says, “It is finished”.  The soldiers thought they were in control, but they had no control over this whatever.  The Lord Jesus laid down His life voluntarily because He loved you and He loved me.  He loved men, He wanted to save them, He wanted to set them free from the judgment that we deserve because of sin, so He went to the cross and He suffered there.  He said, “It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit”.  His life was not forfeit through sin; He was “sin apart” Heb.4:15.  My life is the one that is forfeit through what I have done and what I have become through sin.  But this Man, this perfect One, became the offering to God for sin and sins.  The scripture says elsewhere, He “offered himself spotless to God” (Heb.9:14) as a payment for my sins and yours, if you believe. There is enough power in this sacrifice to save the whole world.  

That is the greatness of what Christ has done, and John bears witness to it in that he gives us this detail about the blood.  There is this act of cold hatred.  He says, “one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear”.  We know the description of all that happened to Jesus.  It is very distressing; it represents the world out there.  We speak very reverently, but the dead body of the Lord Jesus was an embarrassment to the world.  The Jews asked for the bodies to be taken away so that they would not be an embarrassment to them on their sabbath.  It represents what the world is.  It speaks to us of how far sin takes man away from God that they would treat the Saviour in this way, but there is a hymn that says, 

‘Thy blood love’s answer gave’.      (Hymn 230)

John bears witness to the blood being shed; “one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water”.  John saw this remarkable thing, he saw there a demonstration of the love of God in its fulness and in the most extreme circumstances – under, you might say, its most extreme test.  John saw a demonstration of God’s love in the blood poured out, and he says, “And he who saw it bears witness, and his witness is true, and he knows that he says true”.  He emphasises, and emphasises, and re-emphasises that this witness is there for us; and why?  He ends by saying, “that ye also may believe”.  This is something for you to believe on, and John in his writing wants you to believe, “that ye also may believe”.  He saw it, he knew that it was true, he believed on it.  He believed on the Lord Jesus and what this blood meant but John wants you to do so also.  That applies to us in this room tonight.  You have come, you are sitting in one of these seats.  This word applies to you, “that ye also may believe”.  

There is power in the blood to save you.  Do you believe that?  Do you believe the fact that Jesus gave His life for you?  What happened at Calvary was that God received a sacrifice for sin that has satisfied Him for time and eternity.  But for our part, we all have a responsibility to answer the appeal to believe.  What is your response going to be?  Your response must be that you also believe.  God is reaching out to you tonight in His love and He wants you to believe.  He wants you to put your faith and your trust in Jesus.  

I read this verse in chapter 6.  The Lord says to the disciples, “Will ye also go away?”  It was a testing time and He had given a testing ministry.  Simon Peter says, “Lord, to whom shall we go?”.  What is your answer?  What is your idea?  Think about yourself and God; what is your plan?  Do you have one?  Have you thought about it?  Have you thought about how you will meet a holy and righteous God?  Job said, “If I justified myself, mine own mouth would condemn me”, Job 9:20.  That is where we would be.  So Peter says, “to whom shall we go?”.  Where will you go?  To whom will you go?  There is no other with an offer of salvation tonight but Jesus.  There is no one else who can save you.  There is only One who has paid that price for you, and that is Jesus.  Peter says, “we have believed”.  That is a great thing; here is someone who is saying, “we have believed”.  Can you join with Peter in saying, “we have believed”?  Can you put yourself in that company?  That is the critical point in the gospel: “be not unbelieving, but believing”.  You must be a believer, able to say, ‘I have believed’.  

Then Peter adds, “we have believed and known”.  I wondered about that.  The jailor said, “what must I do that I may be saved”, Acts 16.30.  It was life or death and there was no time left.  That is like the gospel, and that is what you must do, you must reach out and take hold of Jesus.  Even if you do not fully understand, but you feel your need of a Saviour, He is available.  Reach out and take Him, take hold of the offer of salvation.  Believe, become a believer.  But then I think when Peter says, “and known”, there is more to know.  There was a deep conviction with Peter that not only had he reached out and held on to something that he did not understand fully, but he had found someone in Jesus Who he loved.  Peter had a deep conviction that He is “the holy one of God”.  That is what is on offer to you as well, that having believed, you might come to know the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the One into whose hand God has put everything, the One who is coming again for those who believe to take us to be with Himself for ever, the One who is coming to take up His rights in this poor world – coming to reign, coming to put everything right.  

Have you believed and known that He is “the holy one of God”?  I wish I could speak better of the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The chaos that we get used to reading about in this world will soon all be over.  It will all be solved in a moment when Jesus comes to reign over this world.  He will come with the answers, He will come with everything that this poor world needs; “we have believed and known”.  It is what every one of us must do, we must take the first step; you must be believing.  But having become a believer, there is more to learn about Jesus.  Can you join with Peter and say, ‘I have believed and known that He is the Holy One of God’?  There is no one to compare with Jesus; there is no friend you can have like Jesus.  I commend Him to you, I commend Him to you as Saviour, as Friend, as King, as Lord; there are so many titles that He has.  All this is available to you if you will only give your heart to Him tonight.

Then I just finish with that verse we read yesterday in chapter 7.  It speaks about the Holy Spirit.  This is addressed to believers.  If you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, if you already have your trust and faith in Him, then His proposal to you is that He is ready to give you the power of the Holy Spirit, which is a great blessing.  His proposal to you tonight is that if you believe, not only will He save you, not only will He give you the conviction of your sins being forgiven and eternal salvation, a promise of a blissful future with Him in the presence of God.  Not only that, but in the meantime, He proposes to give you power on earth.  That is what the Holy Spirit would give.  The Lord Jesus is in glory; it reminds us of that here.  It was needful for the Spirit coming that Jesus should be glorified.  That is where He is.  Our Head, praise His name, is in heaven, my Saviour is there.  He is waiting to come, waiting to take up His rights here, but His rights are accorded to Him there already.  And not only is there a Head in heaven, but there is power available in the Holy Spirit down here.  That is the proposal of God’s grace and blessing to you tonight, that you might have that power, that you might be able to live here in triumph over the flesh and over the power of the world.  What a wonderful thing that is!

How are these things possible?  Only in the strength of divine power, and only because the Lord is ready to give the precious gift of the Holy Spirit.  If it sounds appealing to you, that is a good thing, but you cannot have it unless you are a believer, unless you believe on the Lord Jesus.  He says here, “He that believes on me”; that is the test.  “He that believes on me”; such persons can know the power of these “rivers of living water” that are available to us in the gift of the Spirit.  These things are very blessed.  It is a blessed opportunity, and I leave the word with you which the Lord Jesus said to Thomas: “be not unbelieving, but believing”.  

May He bless the word.

Preaching of the gospel, Strood

20 January 2019 

G. McKay

 


Scripture references

John 20:19-28 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit: [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained. [24] But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. [25] The other disciples therefore said to him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe. [26] And eight days after, his disciples were again within, and Thomas with them. Jesus comes, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst and said, Peace [be] to you. [27] Then he says to Thomas, Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but believing. [28] Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord and my God.

John 19:28-35 (JND) [28] After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now finished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, says, I thirst. [29] There was a vessel therefore there full of vinegar, and having filled a sponge with vinegar, and putting hyssop round it, they put it up to his mouth. [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit. [31] The Jews therefore, that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, for it was [the] preparation, (for the day of that sabbath was a great [day],) demanded of Pilate that their legs might be broken and they taken away. [32] The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first and of the other that had been crucified with him; [33] but coming to Jesus, when they saw that he was already dead they did not break his legs, [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water. [35] And he who saw it bears witness, and his witness is true, and he knows that he says true that ye also may believe.

John 6:66-69 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 6:64 (JND) [64] But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would deliver him up.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 3:10 (JND) [10] according as it is written, There is not a righteous [man], not even one;

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Job 9:20 (JND) [20] If I justified myself, mine own mouth would condemn me; were I perfect, he would prove me perverse.

Acts 16:30 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?



EXPERIENCE WITH GOD


Psalm 23:1-6; 46:1-5; 90:1,2,12

In writing to the Ephesians, Paul exhorts them, among many other things, to be filled with the Spirit.  He says in chapter 5 of that epistle, “speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord” (v.19).  We have a book from which we have just sung that contains, as the title page tells us, ‘Hymns and Spiritual Songs’.  Hymns, I suppose, are addressed to God; songs are more, perhaps, about Him; but I want to speak about a psalm, because in writing to the Corinthians, Paul says, “each of you has a psalm”, 1 Cor.14:26.  It would seem as though things were getting out of hand at Corinth and the apostle was bringing in what was corrective so that there should be order in God’s house, but he anticipated that every one in the Christian company would have a psalm.  I wonder, if we went round this room and along all the rows, whether everyone here has a psalm.  A psalm speaks of personal experience with God in one who has been born of God, has turned to Him in repentance and has received the forgiveness of their sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  What a wealth is contained in all that, and it should result in a psalm that is peculiarly your own.

These psalms that I have read from were written by different people.  We do not all have the same experiences.  As we pass through life, some experiences are probably pretty common for most of us, but many are not.  Some believers endure much suffering in their lives, others less so – difficulties in health, difficulties in domestic circumstances, difficulties in business relationships, perhaps financial difficulties, wondering how they are going to make ends meet.  What piety and godliness has come to light in such circumstances as God has been sought and found in them.  The remarkable thing is that the psalms that we have were written to be sung.  They do not rhyme in English, but of course they were not written in English.  They were written to be sung and they were sung, and I think that they will be sung in a day to come.  But you think of the personal experiences of these individuals who wrote them going into the treasury of God.  There are psalms that were written out of great sorrow, some written out of great joy, and there are the great penitent psalms, written by persons who had sinned, and all contribute to the treasury of God. 

The first one I have read is by David.  He sinned grievously, as we know.  He stole another man’s wife and had her husband murdered: you could not think of anything graver than that.  He thought that nobody had seen it or knew about it, but it says, “the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of Jehovah” (2 Sam.11:27), and it brought the government of God upon him in his life.  But what you see in the book of Psalms is what that experience yielded.  Those psalms of repentance – how much they yield in the knowledge of God!  One psalmist says, “there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared”, Ps.130:4.  In David having to do with God in repentance about his sin, and being restored in his relationship with God, it nevertheless put into his soul a moral substance in the fear of God that was not there before.  The fear of God, the scripture tells us, “is the beginning of wisdom”, Ps.111:10.  Never let us forget it, dear brethren.  We appreciate the intimacy of the relationship into which God has brought us, and the circle where divine blessing is known, but let us ever be mindful of who God is, and that it is with God that we have to do (Heb.4:13).  As the apostle says, “God is not mocked”, Gal.6:7.

Now this psalm that I have read is well known, and it is very attractive.  I suspect most of us have seen it on the wall in believers’ houses, but is it just attractive words, or is what it describes known to us?  As the scriptures show, David began life as a shepherd boy.  He was the youngest, and it was his job to look after the sheep of the family, the wealth of the family.  I wonder if we ever think about these things.  Before we get into the depths and the fulness of the Scriptures, think about the literality of them.  This was a young boy left out in the dark and the cold with sheep that were vulnerable.  He tells us how they were attacked by a lion and a bear.  I think that if I had been that shepherd boy, I would have run away, but he looked after the sheep and he delivered them from these attacks.  From an early age in his history, David had courage, and I would have to say that I have not always shown courage.  But the apostle says to Timothy, who was a timid young man, “God has not given us a spirit of cowardice”, 2 Tim.1:7.  So if I am marked by cowardice, it is not something I have had from God.  Courage is called for in this scene of testimony.  Commitment to the truth calls for courage, and this man whose psalm I have read was destined to be one of the greatest kings of Israel.  But you might say that he began his spiritual life with the consciousness that, just as he was shepherding those sheep and protecting them from danger, so God was shepherding him.  “Jehovah is my shepherd”, he says.  

The significance of that comes home to David; he says, “I shall not want”.  If God was his shepherd, he would never ever be at a disadvantage.  David speaks of being made to lie down in green pastures and led beside still waters.  You see his shepherd’s knowledge coming out in that; the sheep needed to be moved to where there was good pasture and they needed to be near waters that could be appropriated, “still waters”.  It would have been no good bringing them near the torrent Kishon, for example, where the prophets of Baal were slaughtered (1 Kings 18:40).  The torrent Kishon would be of no benefit to sheep, but David speaks of being brought into this blessed area by God.  He was conscious of that.  

I wonder if each of us can say that “Jehovah is my shepherd”, whether we know that, whether we have proved it.  The apostles speak of Jesus like that.  Peter speaks of Him as “the chief shepherd”, 1 Pet.5:4.  The Lord Himself spoke of Himself as the “good shepherd”, John 10:11,14.  Those references are relative, the “good shepherd” as opposed to those who took the place of shepherding but who were not really concerned about the sheep.  The title “chief shepherd” indicates the supremacy of the Lord Jesus over others, but He is also spoken of as “the great shepherd of the sheep”, Heb.13:20.  That expression marks Him out in His own personal distinctiveness, not relative to anyone else.  He is the great Shepherd of the sheep, the One who cares for every interest of God.  He said to His Father, “those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, save the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled”, John 17:12.  Man was put in the garden of Eden to guard it, and we know that in those attractive circumstances Adam failed; but the Lord Jesus is the shield of His own.  He guards them as divine property, and He is “the great shepherd of the sheep”.  But it is a wonderful thing to know that He is my shepherd; that is, He takes a personal interest in each one.  And David says, “He restoreth my soul”.  What skill, what ability the Lord Jesus has to do that, to restore the souls of His own.  

Then David moves from the area of privilege to speak about walking “through the valley of the shadow of death”.  That is where we are; we are still here, walking through a scene in which everything in it is overshadowed by death.  Not just the wicked things, but the things that are attractive, such as links of nature – all are in “the valley of the shadow of death”.  This man knew what he was speaking about; for much of his life he never knew when death might strike.  David was hunted like a partridge on the mountain (1 Sam.26:20).  People betrayed him; Saul, in a jealous rage, suddenly tried to murder him more than once.  Death appeared all around him.  He knew about “the valley of the shadow of death”, and in the midst of all that he says, “I will fear no evil”.  How wonderful to be morally superior to the scene through which we pass.  Not aloof, not distant, not remote from our fellow men, but above the whole system of things around us that is passing.  John writes, “the world is passing, and its lust” (1 John 2:17); it is all going.  It is well to remember that.  Employers make greater and greater demands, certainly much greater demands than they did when I was at work, but it is nothing new.  Pharaoh demanded that the people of God made bricks without straw, and you will find that the business world will make greater and greater demands upon you; and it will come at the expense of your assembly life, it will come at the expense of your family life, and eventually you will be confronted with that simple word of the Lord that you cannot serve God and mammon (Matt.6:24).  Paul spoke of God as the One “whose I am and whom I serve” (Acts 27:23); he knew that God was his Shepherd.  Paul knew that if, in order to answer to his responsibilities, he did not take the financial advantage that was open to him, God would nevertheless come in for him, and that he would not want.

Then David speaks of these great blessings; he says, “Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies”.  While we are here in this scene of opposition and in the time of Christ’s absence, what a blessed provision for us the Lord’s supper is, where the decision of the world that Jesus should be crucified is reversed, where there are those who gather to honour Him in the very scene where He was dishonoured and lifted up as an object of shame and ignominy.  Then David says, “thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over”.  Again, the significance of that dawns on him as he looks to the future.  He says, “Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life”.  We do not know what the future holds, but David knew the God who holds the future, and in the knowledge of that, he was confident that whatever the circumstances might be, goodness and loving-kindness would follow him all the days of his life.  No insurance policy could give you that, no offer of employment could secure it for you, but God had been proved in the circumstances of David’s life and he could face the future with calmness and assurance.

Now we come to Psalm 46, written by the sons of Korah, and they speak of God as a refuge and a strength and a help.  I wonder if we know Him like that.  Difficulties arise: where do I run for refuge when difficulties arise?  Where is my resource?  Do I run to people of like mind to myself?  Do I seek refuge in man?  These sons of Korah say, “God is our refuge and strength”.  They knew what trouble was.  If you go to Numbers 16, you can read about it, how Korah and his band were swallowed up alive.  They went alive into Sheol for their rebellion; and that to me gives very great meaning and significance to verse 2; “Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas”.  You may say, that is poetic language; we can give the writer some poetic license.  No, this was experience of soul; this is what had happened to Korah and his band.  This song was written on Alamoth; if you follow that through, you will find that it is believed to be a reference to the voices of young women.  I want to draw attention to that in passing, that this is a song of praise that was probably sung by young women.  It must have been a very affecting thing to hear young voices singing this praise of God; “Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; Though the waters thereof roar and foam”.  The writer is speaking about the build-up of trouble; as the hymn writer says, 

 ‘When trouble, like a gloomy cloud,

   Has gathered thick and thundered loud’ (Hymn 107)

It does not always bring out the best in us, does it?  Sometimes we act under pressure as though we did not have a heavenly Father who cares about us.  But these sons of Korah, who had come through the most bitter experience, knew something of these things that they spoke about.  But then in speaking about them, their mind goes to something else, to “the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High”.  Not waters roaring and foaming and shaking, but “a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God”.  Our brother reminded us at the end of the reading of the importance of joy and victory, and this is found, I believe, through this confidence in God.

What do we know about it, dear brethren, amidst the sorrows that are felt?  These sons of Korah had lost their family.  Nothing is more felt than that; but they remained true.  These psalms bring out that they remained true when their family departed.  How easily we can be deflected by natural relationships.  Is my judgment of things going to be affected?  These persons must have felt deeply the loss of their family, but their refuge and strength was in God Himself.  I suppose what I am speaking about is simple piety, “the mystery of piety” (1 Tim. 3:16), dependence on God – God sought and proved in circumstances.  What it results in is the praise of God.  So the sons of Korah speak of these streams that “make glad the city of God, the sanctuary …”.  I just draw attention to that word “the sanctuary”.  The presence of God requires a sanctuary.  Moses anticipated, in that great song on the banks of the Red Sea (Exod.15), that God would not only bring Israel out, as He had done, but He would bring them in, and that He would plant them in the mountain of His inheritance.  Moses goes on to say, “The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared” (v.17).  He had not received anything from God at that point as to the tabernacle or the ark that was to be made, but he had a sense that if God was to be there, it would need to be a sanctuary.  When God spoke to him about the ark and the tabernacle, the first thing He said was that “they shall make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them”, Exod.25:8. 

I wonder if we desire, dear brethren, the presence of God and are prepared to maintain the conditions suitable to His presence in the sanctuary.  Many of the difficulties that arise amongst us arise because of the devil’s efforts to intrude on that feature of the sanctuary.  See how successful the enemy has been in bringing into what professes the name of Christ things that have no place there at all.  When the Lord Jesus was here and He purged the temple, the disciples were reminded by what He did of that scripture, “the zeal of thy house hath devoured me”, Ps.69:9.  There were sellers of doves and money changers in the temple, and there would no doubt be a very plausible explanation for these things being brought in there.  They might have said, ‘Let us bring the doves in, because that will help the poor people’; it might all have seemed good natured, and then ‘The people might not have the right money, so let us have money changers there’.  But despite all these plausible excuses, what was happening was that the character of a sanctuary for the Most High was rapidly disappearing.  These persons had become accustomed to it, and when things are brought in that militate against the feature of a sanctuary and nothing is done about it, if there is a lack of zeal for God’s house that was seen in Christ, then eventually these things become accepted, as they were then.  Paul says so tellingly in his epistle that “a little leaven leavens the whole lump”, 1 Cor.5:6.  Eventually it ceases to be the dwelling-place of God at all; there is no room for the blessed God to dwell because of all the things of man that are cluttering up the place.  But zeal for God, the God that I find and prove in my circumstances and in my life, would make me zealous for the sanctuary character of His dwelling-place.  These psalmists speak of that.  It is a remarkable word coming out of the mouths of the sons of Korah.  Their father and relatives had rebelled, but they speak of “the sanctuary … of the Most High”.

I wanted in closing to refer to Moses.  He is spoken of as “the man of God”, and his psalm is referred to as a prayer.  It is remarkable that it should be a psalm because it is actually addressed in the first verse to God Himself.  He says, “thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”.  There is something very exalted about this prayer of Moses, the man of God.  This is not God being sought out in times of difficulty for what I can get from Him.  We all begin there; we go in to God and we might want Him to look after us through the day, and generally make our life pleasant and supply all our needs.  God goes along with that; the history of Jacob shows that.  He tried to bargain with God as a young man; he said, ‘If You look after me and it all works out, then You will be my God’.  That is not a very exalted level of communication with the blessed God.  But God accepted it from him, and He held him to it too, but Jacob went on to greater things.  He was able to speak of “the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, the Angel that redeemed me from all evil”, Gen.48:15,16.  What a history lay behind those utterances.  What a knowledge of God had been formed in that prince of God, as Jacob became.  But here you get what is mature in Moses, the man of God; the man who had led the people out of the land of Egypt, a wayward and rebellious people.  He had cared for them; he had nursed them through the desert.  You wonder how he sustained it, and in this psalm you find how he sustained it – God was his dwelling-place.  In fact, the writer to the Hebrews says of him that Moses chose “to suffer affliction along with people of God”.  When he had become great, he chose “rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin; esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense”, Heb.11:25,26. 

I have often wondered what Moses’ recompense was.  He was a man who could have been a prince in the house of Pharaoh, who could have lived a life of privilege in the world’s system, with an honoured place in society and every comfort in Pharaoh’s palace.  Instead, when he was old enough to make a decision for himself, he chose to suffer affliction along with the people of God.  They were slaves: they never looked less like the people of God in Egypt under the lash of the taskmasters, and they railed against Moses as he tried to help them.  But something had been instilled in that man as to who these people were.  His parents were Levites, both of them of the tribe of Levi, and I believe that they must have imparted to Moses from his youth something of who these people were.  But the Spirit of God attributes to him that he accepted “the reproach of the Christ” – an extraordinary expression.  This was long, long before Christ had been born, but Moses accepted “the reproach of the Christ”.  

I think the Spirit of God identifies for us that feature, even before Christ came into view.  It was seen supremely in Him; David could say prophetically, “the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me” (Ps.69:9).  Even before Christ came onto view, there was what the Spirit of God could identify in Moses, in that he made a choice.  You might say, and the world would say, that it was a foolish choice.  They would say, what a waste that Moses should give up a prominent position of power and prestige to lead a nomadic people through the wilderness.  But light from God had illuminated his soul as to who these people were and what divine thoughts were connected with them.  Moses found, amidst the ups and downs of his forty years’ journey through the wilderness, that God was his dwelling-place – not simply his source of supply or his comfort in distress, but he wanted the company of God and God wanted his company.  God said to Moses at one stage, most affectingly, “Come up to me into the mountain, and be there”, Exod.24:12.  You think of God saying that.  How many men on the earth were there at that time with whom God could commune about the secrets of His own heart?  “Come up to me into the mountain, and be there”; He wanted Moses’ company, and He showed him the pattern of the tabernacle.  I do not want to go beyond what the scripture says, but I have wondered whether what God did was just showing Moses the boards, and the curtains, and the pots and pans that were to be made, or whether something was communicated to that faithful man of the spiritual magnificence of what that system was representing.  I cannot take that too far, because the truth that the apostle Paul brought out was hidden in God in divine wisdom, but the intimacy of this man with God was such that instead of seeking God simply for help in his circumstances, he found something of the blessedness of living in intimacy with God Himself.

Moses says, “Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God”.  What an expression that is!  What a knowledge of God had been wrought in the soul of this man.  You will remember that Mr Taylor Snr referred to God’s ‘dip down into time’ 1.  If we speak of eternity, we are speaking of things that are beyond us as mortals because eternity has no beginning or end, and we cannot compass that.  But Moses says “from eternity”: he was looking back at the past and God was there, and he was looking ahead to the eternal ages.  Paul opens it up for us; he says that there is going to be glory to God in the assembly, in a creature vessel, throughout “all generations of the age of ages”, Eph.3:21.  When was that secured?  It was secured through that dip down into time, it was secured through a divine Person, the Lord Jesus, coming into manhood, enduring sufferings that we could never fathom in order that the purposes of God might be secured on a basis of immutable righteousness.  What things these are!  Do they thrill your soul, dear hearer?  God intends that they should, and that you might seek out His presence for its own sake, not simply because of what God can give.  He can give, and He will give.  He can do “far exceedingly above all which we ask or think” (Eph.3:20), and He will supply, as the apostle says, “all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”, Phil.4:19).  God can give not just what we need but “according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”.  He can do all that, but what He desires is that we should seek His presence for its own sake – not for what He can give but for what He is.  

May we be encouraged in it, dear brethren, for His name’s sake.

Grangemouth

16 March 2019

R.H. Brown

 


Scripture references

Psalms 23:1-6 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. [5] Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over. [6] Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days.

Psalms 46:1-5 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. [4] There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High. [5] God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her at the dawn of the morning.

Psalms 90:1-12 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. [4] For a thousand years, in thy sight, are as yesterday when it is past, and [as] a watch in the night. [5] Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are [as] a sleep: in the morning they are like grass [that] groweth up: [6] In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down and withereth. [7] For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy fury are we troubled. [8] Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret [sins] in the light of thy countenance. [9] For all our days pass away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a [passing] thought. [10] The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. [11] Who knoweth the power of thine anger? and thy wrath according to the fear of thee? [12] So teach [us] to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart.

1 Corinthians 14:26 (JND) [26] What is it then, brethren? whenever ye come together, each [of you] has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done to edification.

2 Samuel 11:27 (JND) [27] And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of Jehovah.

Psalms 130:4 (JND) [4] But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.

Psalms 111:10 (JND) [10] The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all they that do [his precepts]: his praise abideth for ever.

Hebrews 4:13 (JND) [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

Galatians 6:7 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap.

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.

1 Kings 18:40 (JND) [40] And Elijah said to them, Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape! And they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the torrent of Kishon, and slaughtered them there.

1 Kings 18:40 (JND) [40] And Elijah said to them, Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape! And they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the torrent of Kishon, and slaughtered them there.

1 Peter 5:4 (JND) [4] And when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory.

John 10:11-14 (JND) [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. [13] Now he who serves for wages flees because he serves for wages, and is not himself concerned about the sheep. [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine,

Hebrews 13:20 (JND) [20] But the God of peace, who brought again from among [the] dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in [the power of the] blood of [the] eternal covenant,

John 17:12 (JND) [12] When I was with them I kept them in thy name; those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.

1 Samuel 26:20 (JND) [20] And now, let not my blood fall to the earth far from the face of Jehovah; for the king of Israel is come out to seek a single flea, as when they hunt a partridge on the mountains.

1 John 2:17 (JND) [17] And the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity.

Matthew 6:24 (JND) [24] No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and will love the other, or he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Acts 27:23 (JND) [23] For an angel of the God, whose I am and whom I serve, stood by me this night,

Psalms 46 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. …

Numbers 16 (JND) [1] And Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, made bold, and [with him] Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, the sons of Reuben; [2] and they rose up against Moses, with two hundred and fifty men of the children of Israel, princes of the assembly, summoned to the council, men of renown; [3] and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, It is enough; for all the assembly, all of them are holy, and Jehovah is among them; and why do ye lift up yourselves above the congregation of Jehovah? …

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Exodus 25:8 (JND) [8] And they shall make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.

Psalms 69:9 (JND) [9] For the zeal of thy house hath devoured me, and the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

1 Corinthians 5:6 (JND) [6] Your boasting [is] not good. Do ye not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?

Genesis 48:15-16 (JND) [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, [16] the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the land!

Hebrews 11:25-26 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Psalms 69:9 (JND) [9] For the zeal of thy house hath devoured me, and the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

Exodus 24:12 (JND) [12] And Jehovah said to Moses, Come up to me into the mountain, and be there; and I will give thee the tables of stone, and the law, and the commandment that I have written, for their instruction.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Ephesians 3:20 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us,

Philippians 4:19 (JND) [19] But my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.



GOD’S COMPLETED WORK


Philippians 1:6

I think we can say, beloved, that God’s work in our sister was complete.  She is now with Christ, which is very much better, enjoying uninterrupted communion with Him.  We were reminded recently that those who have departed to be with Christ do not see, they do not speak, but they hear.  It says of Paul when he was caught up to the third heaven, and did not know whether he was in the body or out of the body, that he “heard unspeakable things” 2 Cor.12:4.  That is what our sister is enjoying, uninterrupted communications from her Lord and Saviour.  How precious that is.  Well might the apostle say that “it is very much better”, Phil.1:23.

I was affected by God’s work being complete in our sister.  Who can say when it began, but God knows.  It began with the Holy Spirit in new birth.  I trust His work has begun in each one of us here, that sovereign work of the Spirit.  It begins, and it continues day by day and little by little.  The next step is when we answer the call of the gospel; we come to know the Lord Jesus as our own personal Saviour and we come under the shelter of His precious blood.  As has been said in prayer, it was evident that our sister enjoyed that.  It was evident when you spoke to her and visited her.  Where she was in the nursing home for so long, the testimony was rendered that she knew the Saviour, He was her Lord, and as has been said, her confidence was in Him.  So the work of God continues until it is complete.  God’s work is a wonderful thing.  It goes on silently; no one sees the work of new birth.  “The wind blows where it will”, John 3:8.  How precious to have that in the soul.  While the outward man might be consumed, as it was with our sister and will no doubt be with us all if we are left here, yet the inward is renewed day by day (2 Cor.4:16).  God’s work continues.  

I was struck many years ago when a brother gave a word at an occasion similar to this, and said that although the sister being spoken about at that time had been apparently unresponsive, not able to hear or see or communicate, yet the Lord’s work had continued.  He has a way to reach the soul even though the body and the mind might be unresponsive.  How precious that is, that His work continues.  So Paul said to the Philippians that he had confidence that “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”.  I wanted to speak about “Jesus Christ’s day”.  There is a wonderful passage in 2 Thessalonians 1 where Paul speaks of the coming of the Lord, and says that He will be “glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed” (v.10).  Our sister is among those who are “his saints”, and I trust that everyone here is among them.  The world will wonder, the universe will wonder at the Lord Jesus and His saints, and He will be glorified in all those that believe.  How precious that is, and our sister, the work in her finished, will be there.  The fulness of it will be seen in the holy city which will come down “out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”, Rev.21:10.  What a precious work that will be in myriads of souls who compose that vessel, and in whom the work of God will be complete.

We would not draw too much attention to our sister, although we love to speak about the testimony she has rendered, but think of the glory that our Lord Jesus will have when those in whom the work of God is complete will be seen in all their holy myriads.  That verse in 2 Thessalonians speaks of “the glory of his might, when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed”.  Jesus Christ’s day will be when He will take up His rights here, so long denied.  Those of us who love His appearing, our sister among them, will be with Him, whether we are among the living who remain and who will be changed when He comes, or whether we are taken by Him before then.  What a wonderful prospect awaits us and what a wonderful answer there will be when the work of God will be complete unto Jesus Christ’s day.  May we be encouraged, and may the Lord bless the word.

Word at a burial, Colchester

18 December 2018

P.J. Walkinshaw




Scripture references

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

2 Corinthians 12:4 (JND) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.

2 Corinthians 12:4 (JND) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

John 3:8 (JND) [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:16 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day.

2 Thessalonians 1 (JND) [1] Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus to the assembly of Thessalonians in God our Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [2] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] We ought to thank God always for you, brethren, even as it is meet, because your faith increases exceedingly, and the love of each one of you all towards one another abounds; …

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,



EXTRACT – “LOOSE HIM AND LET HIM GO”


How many tears have we shed in regard of the brethren who have left us, and are not available to us?  We are speaking now of what is a question of feelings – of how much I am moved, and whether I have shown it.  In having a brother, am I on the line that inasmuch as in me lies I would remove that which hinders him, that which holds him and deprives the family of him?  The Lord Jesus as a divine Person disposes of death and calls Lazarus out of the grave.  We could never do that, but there are many things we can do.  The Lord did not remove the grave clothes.  How many are held by grave clothes!  He says, "Loose him, and let him go".  Then again He says, "Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained", John 20:23.

Note, remission comes first.  May it not be that some brother is held in bondage for want of remission?  You say, he has not confessed.  The Lord does not say anything about confession in John 20, He leaves it with us.  True enough we have to retain sins; thank God for the power!  How could we get on without it?  The mandate to retain sins is from Christ.  There are those we are compelled to use that against; we have to do it in love to protect the Lord's name, and to maintain a place suitable for Him.  But then how many there are whose sins we might remit and we have not done it, hence, the brother is lost for the moment; he is lost to the family.

J. Taylor Vol.25 pp.345,346
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Scripture references

John 20:23 (JND) [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



Notes
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	 J. Taylor Vol.100 p.113
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