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THE SUFFERINGS OF JESUS AND OUR RESPONSE


1 Peter 3:18;  Hebrews 2:18;  1 Peter 2:21-23;

Hebrews 13:12,13

Peter affectingly speaks about the sufferings which belong to Christ, indicating that there were certain sufferings attributable to Him which He as the holy Sufferer could alone bear in the perfection of His humanity.  John also speaks about Jesus going out “bearing his cross” (John 19:17); there was clearly something distinctive about the cross of Jesus.  It was where Jesus suffered and bore our sins.  In John’s gospel, there were three persons crucified, one on this side and one on that, “and Jesus in the middle”, John 19:18.  There was something evidently distinctive about the cross of Jesus and His place on the cross.  His path was, of course, one of infinite suffering.  As we know, the staves of the altar of old were made of acacia wood but covered with copper, denoting a capability and a capacity to bear the suffering – a very affecting thing.  So it is very wholesome, and is what has been occupying one recently, just to contemplate, and contemplate again, the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, but not only the description of His sufferings – although how deeply affecting that is – but why He suffered, what was the reason for Him suffering.  

These scriptures, among others, give us some indication of why He suffered.  In 1 Peter, He suffered for sins: a very foundational matter, you might say, to suffer for sins, but then Peter gives the reason, “that he might bring us to God”.  Think of that!  There we were, “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise” but then “become nigh by the blood of the Christ”, Eph.2:12,13.  So the Lord Jesus suffered for sins in order that we might be brought to God.  What a very affecting thing that is.  He suffered “the just for the unjust”; He was the just One.  The centurion himself could testify to that, saying “In very deed this man was just”, Luke 23:47.  There Jesus suffered at the hands of men, suffered on account of righteousness.  Who bore hatred and scorn, even physical violence, like the Lord Jesus as He suffered on account of righteousness at the hands of men?  But greater still was what He suffered from God on account of sin.  Isaiah says, “he hath subjected him to suffering”, Isa.53:10.  Who can fathom that tremendous statement, that God Himself should subject His well-beloved Son to suffering?  What that must have meant to God, when He who had discharged His will so fully, so completely, so perfectly in every detail, should be subjected to suffering by God Himself.  What did that entail?  How feelingly Isaiah describes it; “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed”.  “Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected him to suffering” (vv.5,10).  Why was that?  That we might be brought to God.  That was God’s great end in view, that Jesus “has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”.  

We see at Calvary, in what happened on the cross, the end in God’s sight of man after the flesh.  There Jesus was, crucified at Golgotha, the place of a skull (Mark 15:22).  In Numbers 19, the red heifer was taken.  It was a female, a very affecting type of the Lord Jesus as unique in His distinctiveness, speaking no doubt of the delicacy, the tenderness of the Lord Jesus but also as a Man totally different from the life of flesh of man in this world.  There was the red heifer, without defect, without flaw, without blemish, and it was burnt.  All that was left were the ashes.  The cedar wood, the hyssop and the scarlet were cast in to the burning; they represent, we might say, the refined characteristics of the flesh, and then the false humility and pride of men, cast into the burning, and all that was left were the ashes.  You think of the unmitigated judgment of God that fell on the blessed Saviour at Calvary as made sin for us there, and dealing with the state of sinful flesh in which we were by nature.  He bore it all that the way might be opened up for us to come into the presence of God, not in our own righteousness, but on account of His sufferings and death, and His being now in the presence of God Himself.  We have been reading in John’s gospel about being born of water, and of Spirit, but too born of God (John 3).  Think of that; you and I, fallen creatures after the flesh, but introduced into the family of God.  How it affects my soul that God has operated in such tender mercy, in such overwhelming grace.  On what basis did He do it?  That the Lord Jesus suffered and died for our sins at Calvary.

When we come to Hebrews, there is this further reference, which endears the Lord Jesus to us: “in that himself has suffered, being tempted”.  The temptations which the Lord Jesus endured occasioned suffering for Him.  What an encouragement for all of us, especially for those who are younger, as confronted by the temptations which abound in this poor world, to understand that the Lord Jesus, our great High Priest, was tempted in all things.  It is very hard to contemplate that He was tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart (Heb.4:15).  Not a temptation that Satan could bring against Him was omitted.  How affecting it is to think of that.  There He was in Luke’s gospel, forty days in the wilderness, led there by the Spirit (Luke 4:1), and in these forty days, He was relentlessly tempted of the devil, and at the end of it all, Jesus hungered.  Oh, the perfection of His humanity!  How He felt things as no other man could feel them.  He hungered.  After the unrelenting onslaught of the devil with all his blandishments, all his subtleties, it says of the precious Saviour that “he hungered”.  He could have said, “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee, for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof” (Ps.50:12), yet in the glory of His humanity, He hungered.  So Satan sought to tempt Him with the prospect of bread, sought to allure Him with the promise of power and glory, and to entice Him with the succour of angelic support, but how supremely Jesus repelled the thrust of the devil, as impervious to his deceptive activities.  Blessed Man! and yet He suffered, being tempted.  What a reassurance for ourselves.  Temptations confront us, particularly when young, but the Lord Jesus has been through it all.  “For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”, Heb.4:15.  Why did He suffer being tempted?  It was that He might be able to help those like you and me who are being tempted.  How precious and reassuring that is.

When we come to 1 Peter 2, the apostle says “for Christ also has suffered for you”.  Why did He suffer in this way?  That He might leave us a model that we should follow in His steps, so that we should have an example of how to live our lives as believers.  How rich a source of contemplation is the pathway of Jesus that the gospels illuminate.  Mr Darby captures it in his poem:

‘My soul in secret follows

   The footsteps of His love;

I trace the Man of sorrows,

   His boundless grace to prove’ 1

Every footstep of His was trodden in love.  How glorious a Person the Lord Jesus is as He suffered so that He might leave us a model that we should follow in His steps.  Read the gospels to discover afresh the steps of Jesus.  See how He was weary with the way He had come at Sychar’s well (John 4:6).  There He was, a blessed Man, “who is over all, God blessed for ever” (Rom.9:5), yet weary with the way He had come to meet that soul-thirsty woman.  In His every action, He left us a model to follow, expressing these features, so alien to ourselves as after the flesh, “who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; who, when reviled, reviled not again; when suffering, threatened not”.  Everything that God desired in man was there; it was the essence of perfection in a blessed Man.  How different to our own behaviour!  Not an act of retaliation, not a word of complaint as He stood before Pilate, the Roman representative.  Instead, He answered Pilate not so much as one word, ”so that the governor wondered exceedingly”, Matt 27:14.  As another has said, ‘In His humiliation, His divine glory was maintained in the unsounded depths of His Person’.  We sing:

‘Blessèd Man, and yet divine!’      (Hymn 147)

In Hebrews 13, again we have a reference to the Lord’s sufferings.  But then, such suffering of His surely requires from us an answering response.  Paul says to Timothy, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, 2 Tim.2:3.  Here in these verses, it says, “Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate: therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”.  We read elsewhere that “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1:7.  How wonderful that is.  But here we are told that He suffered that He might sanctify us “by his own blood”.  It is another reason why He suffered.  He went out of the gate of Jerusalem, He was crucified there, He suffered there as a sacrifice for sin and shed His precious blood that we might be sanctified.  We are sanctified by the truth too, but there is an affecting and appealing attractiveness in the fact that we are sanctified by His blood to be set apart from all that is contrary to Him.  So the exhortation to us is to go forth to Him outside the camp, which is indicative of the world and its religious systems.  There is reproach in that from which we so readily shrink, but the great example is in Jesus; He suffered without the gate.  You can envisage the Lord Jesus, according to John, going out of the gate of Jerusalem.  What did people see and think?  Was it just a man, bearing a cross, a spectacle of derision and abuse?  But it was no ordinary Man, it was the Man Christ Jesus, going out to accomplish the work of redemption and to make propitiation, not for our sins alone “but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2:2.  We can picture it, the jeering and the taunts as He passed by, the weight of the cross upon Him, going to be crucified.  It says “there they crucified him” (Luke 23:33); they crucified Jesus.  That is what man did to the blessed Saviour, the Originator of life, slain by lawless hands.  

Then we have this great prospect; “for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one”.  What a day that will be!  The present scene of suffering, reproach, hostility, adversity – all ended, and we will take our place as citizens in that abiding city.  What an incentive to take our share in suffering.  Peter again says, “Christ then having suffered for us in the flesh, do ye also arm yourselves with the same mind”, 1 Pet.4:1.  It is a deliberate act of mind, a commitment really to arm ourselves with the same mind – that is, the mind to suffer.  How we shrink from that kind of thing, but as we contemplate the pathway of Jesus in its perfection and suffering character, as we consider the glory of the holy Sufferer, what an incentive there is to follow in His footsteps here.  For His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

19 October 2020

 

 

Jim T Brown

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATISFACTION

Ruth 3:7 (to “corn”),15; Leviticus 3:9-11

I was thinking of the matter of satisfaction.  We would all be affected by what our brother has brought before us; it would remind us of the result of the Lord’s suffering which is referred to in Isaiah 53; “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied” (v.11).  How great was His suffering – how full the suffering of His soul was, how deep it was.  How wonderful it is that the Lord Jesus sees now of the fruit of the travail of His soul.  How wonderful it is that He has that view now.  Indeed, He will have that view before Him eternally, but He sees now what is for His satisfaction as the product of His death. 

We thought of this verse in Ruth on Lord’s day morning, and it gives us some thought of that satisfaction.  Here is the Lord Jesus, in type, as satisfied – the heart of Boaz was merry, and there was the heap of corn.  Think of what there is for the Lord Jesus in the whole product of His suffering!  Think of the fulness of it – the great heap that there is, so much that He no longer has to labour.  What labour there has been!  What it meant to Him to labour to secure what was for the divine pleasure – for His own pleasure and for His own satisfaction.  But now that work has been done, and He can in principle lie down at the end of the heap of corn, satisfied with the fulness of all that has been reaped, all the product of His own work, His own sufferings, His own death and His resurrection too.  How blessed it is to see that there is something that satisfies the heart of Christ now.  May we be in the enjoyment of the fact that we as believers are for His satisfaction.  That does not take away from the moral edge of anything that a prophetic word brings.  There is the question of whether we are behaving in a way which is for the divine satisfaction.  But still, the Lord Jesus has the product of His suffering and it is a heap – a great quantity:

‘Out of Thy death has sprung

   A wondrous living throng’      (Hymn 152).

How blessed to have part in that, and may we be encouraged as we think of it.

It is not only the Lord Jesus who is satisfied; and we see that in the later verse in Ruth 3.  Of course, Ruth suggests in the type what there is for His own people, who in due course will come into the blessing of knowing Him as Redeemer.  But here, she is someone who we can think of as an individual who has an attachment to Christ.  And what a quantity there is for her, and that quantity is according to the capacity of her cloak, according to the measure of herself.  Each one of us would therefore be tested as to what measure we might have.  But whatever measure we have, there is this sufficiency, this measured amount that is from the hand of the Lord Jesus.  Boaz “measured six measures of barley”, speaking of what our brother has brought before us of Christ’s suffering, and the product of it known in resurrection.  What satisfaction there would be for our hearts in that, what satisfaction for our souls.  May we be helped to be increased in our measure, so that there should be a fuller measure to be filled, but whatever the measure, may we be satisfied with the perfection and the beauty and the glory of Christ.

But then, it is not only what we are satisfied with.  I think that we could say that what underlies all of this is that God is satisfied.  There is that reference in a hymn which is very fine, a gospel hymn that we can take up in its fulness:

‘Sweetest rest and peace have filled us,

   Sweeter praise than tongue can tell;

God is satisfied with Jesus,

   We are satisfied as well.’      (Hymn 410).

Our satisfaction depends on God’s satisfaction being first.  We think of the fulness and the blessedness of God’s satisfaction with Christ – satisfaction with His path here, satisfaction with His approach to the cross.  What affected me especially in Leviticus is the reference to “the food”.  Think of God having food: “the priest shall burn it on the altar: it is the food of the offering by fire to Jehovah”.  It is God as it were feeding upon Christ, God having His food in that One, God satisfied, continually satisfied, with what was and is there in Christ.  The fat would suggest the energy of life, and that relates to the inwards.  Think of what was of that character in Christ, which was always for the satisfaction of God.  Think of what there was at the cross as He went forward in the energy of life.  It says that Jesus “went out, bearing his cross” (John 19:17), and He went forward in the energy of life to be the offering, and God was satisfied.  How wonderfully the perfections and the beauties of Christ came out at the cross.  There is a hymn which says:

‘Thine offering excelled’      (Hymn 268).

What excellence there was in the offering of Christ at the cross, and God Himself was satisfied with this, “the food of the offering by fire to Jehovah”.  So these sufferings which have been spoken about – each in their measure yield something of satisfaction for the heart of God.  How blessed it is!

The wonderful thing about this offering, the peace-offering, is that it is not only the offering which was burnt for God’s pleasure, but it is the offering that, in principle, we ourselves can feed upon.  In Leviticus 7, there is the suggestion that there is a portion for the priest (vv.32-36).  How we would be desirous of being satisfied with Christ as we would approach divine Persons on Lord’s day morning in particular, satisfied so that there should be that in our souls which would give us the energy to be suitably responsive to the heart of God.  But then, there is the fellowship to be enjoyed.  How wonderful that fellowship was enjoyed as the peace-offering was offered.  It would be shared by all, everyone participating in it.  So that it is not just an individual satisfaction, not only your satisfaction in having food for yourself, but satisfaction in the enjoyment of what we have together.  How we rejoice in the liberty that has to a degree been returned to us to be together again, to feed together upon what there is in Christ.  How wonderful that this is what God has in mind, that there should be in the offering what satisfies Himself, as well as our being satisfied by that same Person.  Hymn 53 is another gospel hymn which blessedly sets out God’s thought:

‘Triumphant His present position,

   Ascended at God’s own right hand,

Attesting God’s full satisfaction;

   Accepted in Him now we stand’.

How wonderful to think of that!  Christ is there at the right hand of God.  

If we have any question in our minds, it has been fully shown that God is satisfied with Jesus because He has given Him that place at His right hand.  It is well attested that God is satisfied with Jesus because He has crowned Him with glory and honour, and we are also for the pleasure of God because “he has taken us into favour in the Beloved”, Eph.1:6.  We too are there, blessed and in that position of being for God’s own satisfaction.  How wonderful are the thoughts that God has in mind for us, and as we enjoy them, we would be in exercise to answer more fully to them in our hearts and lives.

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Edinburgh 

13 October 2020
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Scripture references

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Hebrews 2:18 (JND) [18] for, in that himself has suffered, being tempted, he is able to help those that are being tempted.

Hebrews 2:18 (JND) [18] for, in that himself has suffered, being tempted, he is able to help those that are being tempted.

1 Peter 2:21-23 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps: [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Hebrews 13:12-13 (JND) [12] Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate: [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

John 19:17 (JND) [17] And he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called [place] of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha;

John 19:18 (JND) [18] where they crucified him, and with him two others, [one] on this side, and [one] on that, and Jesus in the middle.

John 19:18 (JND) [18] where they crucified him, and with him two others, [one] on this side, and [one] on that, and Jesus in the middle.

Ephesians 2:12-13 (JND) [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: [13] but now in Christ Jesus *ye* who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ.

Luke 23:47 (JND) [47] Now the centurion, seeing what took place, glorified God, saying, In very deed this man was just.

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Mark 15:22 (JND) [22] And they bring him to the place [called] Golgotha, which, being interpreted, is Place of a skull.

Numbers 19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke; [3] and ye shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring it outside the camp, and one shall slaughter it before him. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

Luke 4:1 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness

Psalms 50:12 (JND) [12] If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

Psalms 50:12 (JND) [12] If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

Psalms 50:12 (JND) [12] If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

1 Peter 2 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. …

John 4:6 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Matthew 27:14 (JND) [14] And he answered him not so much as one word, so that the governor wondered exceedingly.

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

2 Timothy 2:3 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Luke 23:33 (JND) [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left.

1 Peter 4:1 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin,

Ruth 3:7 (JND) [7] And Boaz ate and drank, and his heart was merry, and he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn. Then she went softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid herself down.

Leviticus 3:9-11 (JND) [9] And he shall present of the sacrifice of peace-offering an offering by fire to Jehovah; the fat thereof, the whole fat tail, which he shall take off close by the backbone, and the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is on the inwards, [10] and the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and the net above the liver which he shall take away as far as the kidneys; [11] and the priest shall burn it on the altar: [it is] the food of the offering by fire to Jehovah.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Ruth 3 (JND) [1] And Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee? [2] And now, is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he is winnowing barley in the threshing-floor to-night. [3] Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thyself, and put thy raiment upon thee, and go down to the floor; make not thyself known to the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. …

John 19:17 (JND) [17] And he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called [place] of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha;

Leviticus 7 (JND) [1] And this is the law of the trespass-offering it is most holy: [2] in the place where they slaughter the burnt-offering shall they slaughter the trespass-offering; and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle on the altar round about. [3] And he shall present of it all the fat thereof; the fat tail and the fat that covereth the inwards, …

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:



EXTRACT – A LITTLE SANCTUARY


If there is the bowing to God’s government in the acceptance humbly before God of all that He may allow to come upon His people in common with men, then He will be to them a little sanctuary.  We shall know what it is to have a little retreat reserved to us where we may enjoy our inheritance, even in these conditions.

 

From ‘Collected Articles of Ministry by A J Gardiner’

Vol.1 pp.125

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JESUS CRUCIFIED, GLORIFIED AND SATISFIED 

Mark 15:25-39;  Philippians 2:5-11;

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

I would seek grace to speak of the Saviour as presented in three simple thoughts – Jesus crucified, Jesus glorified and Jesus satisfied.  I was affected by something that came into our first hymn this morning, 

‘Thine the cost and Thine the suffering,

   Thine the cross and shame;

Ours the never-ending blessing 

   Through Thy precious Name.’       (Hymn 41).

I have read this section from Mark’s gospel which tells us something of the cost and the suffering borne by the Lord Jesus so that we should have the blessing.  Luke depicts how He was on the cross for six hours, from the third hour to the ninth hour.  From the third hour to the sixth hour, His sufferings were at the hands of men, what men did to Him.  They did various awful things; they mocked Him, and they reproached Him.  The others who were crucified on either side of Him, they reproached Him, and the chief priests and the scribes, they mocked Him.  In suffering these things, these unjust accusations, He was there as One who had lived a life which was perfectly acceptable to God.  There had been no other life like it, and there never will be again.  For thirty-three and a half years, Jesus was here as Man on the earth and was entirely delightful under the eye of God, and here in Mark 15, it was that One who was being crucified.  

It says “when the sixth hour was come, there came darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour; and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  We might wonder why the One who was so delightful to God all those years should be in this situation, the scene shrouded in darkness  It would help us to understand that what was taking place there was entirely between Himself and God, because He was there as the sin-offering on our account.  It says, “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Pet.3:18.  There He was, the Saviour for those who believe in Him.  The work that He accomplished is available for all, it is available for the whole race.  The whole world was in view; the Lord Jesus glorified God and He satisfied God entirely in relation to the whole matter of sin that has come into the human race.  What a work was accomplished there, as it says, by “the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”.  It was in mind that persons should be brought to God, brought to know God, brought to enjoy His love and to serve Him, and brought to love God.  Jesus was going to put away the distance that had come in, in order that men should be brought near to God.  Now the Lord Jesus utters this loud cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  This was foretold in Psalm 22 many, many years before, and it came to pass here, that He would be here at this moment forsaken by God.  What it must have meant for Jesus to be forsaken by God!  He knew what it was to have suffered in His spirit during His pathway because of the presence around Him of sins and sin, He knew that perfectly because of who He was.  But on the cross, He was suffering as man under the hand of God in order that we who believe should be brought into nearness to God and to know God.  

So He was there and there were those who stood by, but they misinterpreted His cry; they thought He was calling for Elias.  It says, “Jesus having uttered a loud cry, expired”.  That loud cry is very important.  He had borne the judgment of God against sin and sins.  The judgment was exhausted, but He was not exhausted; He was still able to utter a loud cry, and He expired.  It was not because He was crucified that He died.  He went that way and He was prepared to lay down His life Himself so that persons like you and me should be brought into unending blessing.  So it means that our sins can now be forgiven.  God is righteously able to forgive our sins, every one of them.  God has this attitude towards the whole world, and He is entitled to have this attitude because Christ has glorified Him completely in regard to this matter, so that, through repentance, we can have the forgiveness of sins.  

Now that depends on our putting our faith in Jesus.  We must believe in this work that He has accomplished, the great work of redemption; we must have faith in His blood, for His work necessitated the shedding of His precious blood.  We can put our faith in the Person who has accomplished the work, and in His blood.  He uttered this loud cry and He expired.  He was not exhausted: He exhausted the judgment and He uttered this loud cry and expired.  He gave up His life Himself.  It is remarkable that “the centurion who stood by over against him, when he saw that he had expired having thus cried out, said, Truly this man was Son of God”.  How he must have been affected by this cry!  I wonder if we have all been affected by this loud cry, coming from the lips of the Saviour as He died there on the cross.  What suffering it must have involved.  His was the cross, His was the suffering, and we can come into never-ending blessing, can know the God who Jesus came to make known.  Then He was buried, representing how the man in us who had sinned was removed in death vicariously.  Jesus did not have to be buried on His own account but He was buried, and the order of man that had sinned was removed from before the eye of God.  Then He was raised, which shows that God was fully satisfied with the work He had accomplished.  

Now I want to speak not only of the fact that Jesus was raised but also that He was glorified.  It is very affecting to read this scripture in the epistle to the Philippians.  It speaks of how there was such a mind in Christ Jesus “who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself” – or “made himself of no reputation” (KJV) –“taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men”.  Jesus came into manhood to accomplish, among other things, this great work of redemption, and that meant that He had to come into the “likeness of men”.  But He not only came into “the likeness of men” but He took “a bondman’s form”, He took the lowest form of humanity.  How far down He went!  The One who in His Person was entitled to such a glorious place took a “bondman’s form” to accomplish this work, and “having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself”.  How attractive that is – He “humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  He became obedient all the way even to death.  He went to that extent, “even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  Hee could accomplished that as coming into manhood.  All along the way, He knew what He would have to suffer and that He would have to die, but He did not turn aside.  Wonderful Person!  It says at one point that “he stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem”, Luke 9:51.  Oh, how much He considered for persons such as you and me, the whole human race, and He was prepared to set Himself steadfastly, knowing fully what was before Him in order to accomplish this great work.  

Now it says, “Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory”.  He has been glorified.  All His moral excellence had been displayed in His pathway here, and now He has been glorified.  God the Father has “highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name”.  How worthy He is of it, the greatest name in the universe has been given to a blessed Man.  Men can bring forward names of great personalities but there is none to compare with the name of Jesus.  He is absolutely incomparable.  You cannot make any comparison with Him.  He has been glorified, He has been given the highest place in the universe; and there is an object in view, “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”; and that embraces “heavenly and earthly and infernal beings”.  Even Satan will have to bow.  But now the opportunity is for every person in the human race to bow, men and women, boys and girls, young people – God has put Jesus in this place and is expecting persons to bow to the name of Jesus.  Indeed, the way it is put, that at His name every knee should bow, means there is a moral obligation on everyone to bow to the name of Jesus, to accept not only that He has died for our sins but accept that He has become our Saviour and our Lord.  How wonderful that is, to recognise the rights and the claims of the One who is so fully entitled to them, and entitled to have the first place in us, because believers have been bought with a price.  

Believers are those who get the gain of the gospel.  It is a very solemn thing to be an unbeliever in the face of the presentation of the gospel, but those who believe get all the gain of the great work that has been done by God’s Son.  But it is a matter of bowing the knee, and not just doing that formally but yielding ourselves to Jesus as Lord.  When the light shone into the soul of Saul of Tarsus, he said, “What shall I do, Lord?”, Acts 22:10.  Oh, how the Lord Jesus had captivated that man, absolutely captivated him, and that is what is intended in the gospel, that persons should be captivated by the Lord Jesus and the attractiveness of His claims.  He has gone this way in love, and we confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory.  So it is a great matter to confess Him as Lord, to call Him your Lord, to believe and to bow the knee, and to accord Him His rights in our lives day by day.  It says it is “to God the Father’s glory”.  Think of God the Father securing glory in persons who are prepared to bow the knee and confess the name of the Lord Jesus.  Now heaven is committed to supporting persons who are on that line.  

There have been great results from Jesus being glorified.  One result is that the Holy Spirit has been given.  When Jesus was here, He asked the Father that the Holy Spirit might come, and the Holy Spirit has come.  Believers on the Lord Jesus, those who accept Him as Lord and accept His claims, can come into the gain of the gift of the Holy Spirit.  That is a wonderful gift, to be set up here with the ability to answer to God Himself.  God is looking for persons who will glorify Him on the earth, and the Holy Spirit is the power in persons by which we can do that.  One of the features of the Holy Spirit being in persons is that He binds them together into one body, and they can enjoy links with one another in this one body.  What a circle it is, a circle of affection, a circle of divine affection, and we can enjoy fellowship with one another.  I think that is very attractive, that there has been that provision made through the gift of the Spirit so that we can have links together in fellowship and enjoy divine things together apart from the world.  

I read in 1 Corinthians 11 as we had many references this morning to the Lord Jesus being satisfied, and it is very fine to think of this.  People often think, ‘What can I do for Him? He has done so much for me; what can I do for Him?’.  Well, there is one thing that the Lord Jesus has left for us to do down here on the earth, and it has been preserved for nearly two thousand years – that is the institution of the Lord ’s supper.  Believers can have a part in satisfying the Lord Jesus by remembering Him.  It says that the Lord Jesus “in the night in which he was delivered up” – that is the night which we have read about when He was crucified; what tremendous compression went into that night – “the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you”.  What an appeal of affection there is in that, “my body, which is for you”.  Then “this do in remembrance of me”.  That is something we can do, “this do in remembrance of me”; we can remember the One who has been glorified.  “In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me”.  This reference to the new covenant in His blood is very affecting.  It involves the personal love of the Lord Jesus and involves the making known to us the love of God, God’s disposition to bless.  How wonderful the new covenant is!  God is not demanding anything, He is providing, He is supplying everything in His love.  The Lord Jesus says, “this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me”; it is very simple.  If we break bread together, and drink the cup we do so in remembrance of Himself.  

How satisfying this is to the heart of the Lord Jesus.  People can seek to do wonderful things for Him, but it is open to every simple believer to do this “in remembrance of me”.  And He says, “as often as” ye do it; it is not just once and for all, but as often as we do it.  We have the opportunity week by week of coming together, with others who are like minded, to do this.  The Lord said, “For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come”.  As often as you do it – every time can be fresh.  I do not remember two occasions of the Lord’s supper being the same.  It is fresh every time because what motivates it all is the love of the Lord Jesus Himself, and He is satisfied with the responses that are offered.  What an attractive thing that is to every believer, to feel that the Lord Jesus is satisfied with being remembered.  So we should do it.  

He has His satisfaction too in the assembly; as the Bridegroom, He has the satisfaction of having a bride.  All believers who have put their trust in Him and have the Spirit are part of the bride, and that is what is for the heart of Christ.  Oh, how He delights in and is satisfied with the response of believers in this way.  It is as often as we do it.  It is not to become stereotyped, but it is fresh every time, and truly it is the love of Christ that sustains that freshness.  

May the Lord bless the word.

Preaching at Dundee

19 January 2014

 

 

John Strachan
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1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.

Mark 15 (JND) [1] And immediately in the morning the chief priests, having taken counsel with the elders and scribes and the whole sanhedrim, bound Jesus and carried [him] away, and delivered [him] up to Pilate. [2] And Pilate asked him, Art *thou* the King of the Jews? And he answered and said to him, *Thou* sayest. [3] And the chief priests accused him urgently. …
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1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Acts 22:10 (JND) [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …



“BE NOT IN ANXIETY”






Luke 12: 29-37

I just venture to say a brief word in regard to this scripture, coming to one’s mind as our brother was speaking in relation to the thought of fatherhood.  The Lord Jesus here draws attention to the thought of God as Father in the way of care in relation to our circumstances down here, but with a view to setting us free of all anxiety, that we might be marked by that confidence in God Himself known as Father in relation to His care for us.

The Lord’s words are very encouraging to us just now when the nations are in great anxiety as to the question of food.  But “be not in anxiety; for all these things do the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that ye have need of these things”.  Much of our time is taken up often in relation to what is material and that which refers to our circumstances, but I believe the Lord would help us to know the blessedness of relying wholly upon the Father and His care for us, assuring us that the Father’s heart is interested in us and we are to fear nothing.  “Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom”, setting us free to devote ourselves to the interests of the Lord Jesus.  I just suggest, dear brethren, the peculiar joy and sweetness of knowing God as Father in relation to our circumstances, and learning to bring Him into every detail of our lives.  Towards the end of our course here, we shall need to bring God into our circumstances more.  We need to be marked by piety, that is, bringing God into everything, for “piety with contentment is great gain”, 1 Tim.6:6.  It says of the Lord Jesus that He was “heard because of his piety”, Heb.5:7.  We love to think of that blessed, holy, dependent Man, the One who could say prophetically, “Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee”, Ps.16:1.  We need to learn God more in this way.

So we are to seek first the kingdom of God, “and all these things shall be added to you”.  We are to put first things first, dear brethren; we are to seek the kingdom of God, which is said to be “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”, Rom.14:17.  One would like to encourage the younger brethren on this line to seek first things first.  The Lord would help us, setting us at rest in the Father’s love, that we should learn the real blessedness of having complete confidence in God in relation to everything here.  The Lord would have us to seek first the kingdom of God, which is over against meat and drink and the natural things which men seek after.

Then He says, “and all these things shall be added to you”.  How it would help us if we understood this better, knowing God as in this nearness!  One would encourage us all, especially those of the brethren who are being specially tested, for another feature of the kingdom of God is suffering.  Paul says to Timothy, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim.2:3) – it stands in relation to the kingdom.  The Lord Jesus says, “My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought”, John 18:36.  It is a suffering time for many of our brethren, but we would encourage them to take their share in suffering as good soldiers of Jesus Christ – good ones.  Others are suffering and each is to take his share, pleasing the One who has enlisted him.

Then the Lord refers to the thought of “where your treasure is, there also will your heart be”.  One would just suggest the thought of having our hearts where our treasure is.  Where are our hearts, dear brethren?  Our treasure is in heaven.  I believe the Lord would serve us to set us completely free of everything here to be simply restful in the consciousness of the Father’s love and the Father’s care, that we might have our minds and affections in heaven.  Our treasure is there, the Lord Jesus is in heaven, and we are to be there in our minds and in our affections.  “For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be” – not where your heart is but where your treasure is.  We have been encouraged as to the thought of hope, thinking of the blessedness of it coming into our souls as we realise we are linked with that blessed heavenly Man, our Lord Jesus Christ, now in the presence of God.  The Lord would lead our hearts more into the realisation of it, that we are to have our hearts there where He is.

Then the Lord Jesus says, “Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; and ye like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding”.  I believe the Lord would bring about these features with us at the present moment.  Our loins are to be girded, referring to our lower affections.  Our affections are to be girded – they are to be held in relation to Christ where He is – and our lights burning.  There would be a testimony that we are heavenly people, we are moving in relation to heaven; not an earthly-minded people but a heavenly-minded people.  There is to be a heavenly testimony down here just before our translation.  Dear brethren, the Lord would have us in holy expectancy that at any moment we may be ready to leave.

I just suggest the blessedness of this as known and realised now in the power of the Spirit.  The Spirit is giving us to be impressed more and more with the nearness of our translation to glory; we are going to be with the One we have learnt to love, as Peter says,  “whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom though not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory”, 1 Pet.1:8.  That is the kind of people we are to be, rejoicing with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory!  We are to be marked by these features, like men who wait for their own lord.  

Then it says, “when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately.  Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord on coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself, and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them”.  What an end, dear brethren!  The Lord Himself will come forth and serve us, He will gird Himself.  May the joy of this be in our hearts at the present time, as we await the moment when we shall see His face and be with Him for ever.  This is the heavenly portion of the assembly at the Lord’s return.  May we all understand and appreciate the thought of the fatherhood of God, so as to be available to provide the measure of corn in season to our Lord’s household, this being our occupation until He comes.
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EDITORS’ NOTE – CORRECTION

We were glad to have our attention drawn to a mistake in a scripture reference on page 7 of the November edition.  The quotation from 1 John 1:7 should have read, “the blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanses us from all sin”  The omission of the little word “us” changed the meaning of the phrase significantly, as only believers (the “us”) can know the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood.  We are sorry that this slipped through.
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Scripture references

Luke 12:29-37 (JND) [29] And *ye*, seek not what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink, and be not in anxiety; [30] for all these things do the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that ye have need of these things; [31] but seek his kingdom, and [all] these things shall be added to you. [32] Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell what ye possess and give alms; make to yourselves purses which do not grow old, a treasure which does not fail in the heavens, where thief does not draw near nor moth destroy. [34] For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately. [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them.

1 Timothy 6:6 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain.

Hebrews 5:7 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;)

Psalms 16:1 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee.

Romans 14:17 (JND) [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit.

2 Timothy 2:3 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

John 18:36 (JND) [36] Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but now my kingdom is not from hence.

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.



Notes


	[←1]
	 From ‘The Man of Sorrows’ J N Darby ‘Spiritual Songs’ p.30
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