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REPROACH IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

J. Mitchell 

1 Peter 4: 14; Isaiah 4: 1–6 

I am looking for help to say a word about reproach. Where we read in 1 Peter 4 it speaks about being reproached, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ”. It is quite remarkable that it does not say for the name of Christ, that would have been perfectly all right, but it says, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ”. I think the difference is that “in the name of Christ” involves a formation of Christ in the saints. That is a very important matter. When Christ went on high the Spirit came in order that what came out in the life of Christ would be perpetuated in men and women here, perpetuated in the saints. That, I believe, is, among other things, the service of the Spirit, so that the features of Christ characteristically, Christ over again, should be continued on this earth. What was seen in Him personally was so pleasurable to God, that God could not allow that to be cut off in His death. 

Men thought that when they put Him on the cross that was the end of that testimony, testimony that came right into their consciences and troubled them and the answer was “away with him”. It is very sobering to think of that, but the life of Christ goes on and it is here in testimony at the present time, and it is in reproach, just the same as it was in the days when He was here actually. The more you manifest the features of Christ, the more will be the reproach. And I say, very soberly, and for one’s own help too, that if we do not experience reproach here, it might be a question as to whether or not the features of Christ are wrought out in us. That, I believe, is the great service of the Spirit amongst us at the present time, that Christ should be formed in us, and that is an exercise for every one of us. If you do not experience reproach then I would, in all affection, urge you to get to the Spirit to see whether the features of Christ are being formed in you. 

So, Peter is speaking to those of the Jews who were dispersed and were suffering. As far as I understand, they were the result of Paul’s ministry; but in the circumstances that came about through the terrible opposition to the people of God in the very early days of the church’s history, they were dispersed and the danger was of them being cast down. So that Peter’s epistle, particularly his first epistle, has in mind to lift them up, that they might really fill out what was in the divine mind in relation to them. He says here, “If ye are reproached”, because they were under reproach; and as the features of Christ are manifest amongst us and shine out in testimony in us in these days, we will be reproached. But he says, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”. What compensation that may be for any measure of reproach! If we compare ourselves with the Lord Jesus, He had to say that the reproach of God really had fallen upon Him. There was no one reproached like Him. 

I always find comfort in that, if there is anything that we pass through, relatively speaking, it is nothing compared to what He went through personally in His life here. But it says that “the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”. Think of that, the Spirit of glory rests upon you, that is what God sees. It may be hurtful to us, and I speak particularly to our younger brethren, as knowing a little of what it is, for we have all been young and all come through the exercises of the younger brethren. I say, as a little aside, when I newly came into fellowship, I thought no one had gone through the things I was going through. I looked upon the brethren, and they all looked perfect to me (that is a good outlook) but I came to see that they all came exactly the same way. I say that as a comfort for our younger brethren, that if things are testing you, the older brethren have been through that and they sympathise with you; they can be sympathetic with you and share your burdens and pray for you. Never be afraid to unburden your heart to the older brethren, men and women of experience who can take you into their affections and minister comfort to you. But it says that the Spirit of glory rests upon you. That is something which we have down here, the comfort that one another can provide. It is one of the benefits of the fellowship. 

The fellowship has certain obligations, and sometimes we feel that the obligations are a bit on the hard side, and chafe against them, but there is a positive side to the fellowship. There is an area there of sympathy and comfort and love; what it is to experience it, there is no love like there is amongst the brethren, let every heart be assured of that. It is the love of Christ expressed by the Spirit and there is a comfort in it. As I said, never be afraid to unburden your heart, do not be ashamed to tell them what you are going through, however serious it might be, however troublesome it might be to your soul, you will find sympathy there, and you will find affection. Not only will you find that, but you will find experience, and you will find counsel as to how you can get through these difficult times. 

But here it says that the Spirit of glory rests upon you; that is another side of the truth, what God sees as persons go through these reproaches, however large, or however small they may be, as God looks down what He sees is the Spirit of glory upon the persons. What a thing to think about, that is what we call the testimony, that is what God has left here and He has left it here for His own pleasure, for His own satisfaction, but He has left it here as a testimony to men that there are Christ-like features in men and women who are in the same circumstances as they are in; and through the week they go through the same pathway as they go through, but go through with the Spirit of glory resting upon them. What a triumph that is, what an encouragement, what a comfort it is! Then he says “the Spirit of God”, you wonder why these two things are separated. The Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”. There was in the life of Christ fragrance God-ward, but here, you get the fragrance of Christ (it is God-ward) but it is worked out amongst the saints. There is that which is not only in the testimony to men, and that is important as we shall see in the next passage, but there should be that which is for the pleasure of God. So, do not let us be afraid of the reproaches, but let us think of this, that if there are the reproaches, then the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God is resting upon us. God can take account of that, and take account of it in a way that is pleasing to Himself. How wonderful it is to be here, in some small measure, as pleasing to God, and I think this is one of the ways to it. “The Spirit of God rests upon you—on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified”. 

In a scene where Christ is blasphemed, and who of us does not experience that in our day to day walk, it is becoming more and more common amongst men to blaspheme Him. It used to be, those of us who are older will tell you, that there was a certain restraint in this country, but, sad to say, there is practically no restraint now, and the name of Christ is blasphemed. So then, how wonderful it is to be reproached in the name of Christ, a name that is blasphemed publicly, taken on men’s lips in the most awful way, and things said about it, even coming into such places as the schools where our children are. Think of some of the things that are coming into these establishments, emphasising the need of home teaching and emphasising the need of assembly teaching, teaching in the meetings, in order that our young people may be fortified as to the name of Christ. What it really means to God, what it really means to us, and what a joy it is to the hearts of His saints, although it is blasphemed in the world. 

Then he says, “but on your part he is glorified”. So, while there is the blasphemy among men, there is the glorification among the saints. I often wonder, as I suppose we all do, why God has prolonged this dispensation. You might say, publicly everything is in place for the closing up of it, and the closing up of it in judgment, but God is prolonging it. We know that it speaks of the long-suffering of God that waited in the days of Noah, and the antediluvian age was a wicked age and I often feel that the present age is no better. There is a lot in the present age that is reminiscent of the antediluvian age, and yet God is prolonging the testimony. Why? Because the fragrance of Christ is arising from those that are faithful and reproached in the name of Christ. 

Now I leave that and turn to Isaiah because while what has been said deals with individual reproach, I wish to apply the passage in Isaiah as related to the testimony coming under reproach. It is not exactly that we are coming under reproach or coming into reproach, but what is referred to here is that the testimony comes into reproach. Now that is a very sobering thing. If you read the close of the previous chapter you will see the immoral state of things there was in Israel, and it is exclusively addressed to the women there. I am not saying that that is exclusive to our sisters, but it suggests the subjective state of things that was in Israel at that time, and you think of Israel and all the benefits they had. Think of them under David and under Solomon, when Israel was at its height, but it is not long after that when deterioration came in. If you think of the present dispensation, as you read the epistles and think of what the persons enjoyed, what they had in substantial way, it was not very long until the Lord had to say to them at Ephesus, “thou hast left thy first love”, Revelation 2: 4. It is often said that the epistle to the Ephesians was the height of Paul’s ministry, that is not quite right, the height of Paul’s ministry was the Ephesian saints. The ministry was there in persons before it came into writing. Mr Raven said that if the truth had been carried forward in power, in persons, there would have been no need for the epistles. That is a sobering thing to think about, but it was not long before the deterioration came in, but, let us think of the day in which we are, let us be sober about it and take stock; not that we want to be occupied with negatives exactly, but at the same time we are responsible for the state of things among the saints. If I might take something upon myself, those of us who are older are perhaps more responsible, and that is the situation at the present time. I cannot but think that anyone who is in any measure with God would have to be humbled at the present state of things amongst us. It is a matter of great humility, of great sorrow and it is intended that we should feel it, and that is the situation here in Isaiah. 

The end of chapter three shows the moral state that was there. But chapter four opens with “seven women shall take hold of one man in that day”. Now I understand from the good teaching that that seven women suggests repentance, and I believe the call at the present time is to repentance. Repentance is not a matter of merely saying I am sorry, it is a moral matter in the soul as feeling the need of coming to an end of ourselves and opening our hearts to God. If I may so say, there is much need of real tears before God as to the present state of things amongst us. Yet there is so much light, that was the situation in Israel, light had not deteriorated one whit, but there is a need here, as it comes in, of repentance. And it says that seven women shall take hold of one man, there is the secret to it all, repentance towards God, that is the gospel, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. I think true repentance leads us to Christ, one Man, and the place that Christ has in our affections. Who of us would be bold enough to say that there is not more room in our affections for Christ? I think the Spirit of God would help us. He would magnify Christ to our hearts, so that we take Him into our hearts soberly. 

There is no bargain with these women, they say “Our own bread will we eat, and with our own garments will we be clothed; only let us be called by thy name”. That is a tremendous exercise to come to, that we are called by His name. There is only one Man, there are not two, no choice, and it is one Man for my affections and your affections. I think that is the secret of everything, beloved, the place that belongs to Christ, and I believe the Spirit of God would emphasise that amongst us. 

It goes on to say, “In that day there shall be a sprout of Jehovah for beauty and glory”. As Christ is given His place in our hearts there is this sprout of Jehovah for beauty and glory. I judge the sprout suggests life inwardly, and there is always a need for that. There is the public side of things as we come together in assembly, we have our meetings and so on, but the real question is, how much life is there among the saints, and that is a matter for the soul, the inwards. I need not go into it, but the brethren will quickly understand that that sprout is Christ-like. In John’s gospel life is the main subject, life in Christ, spiritual life, moral life, but it is Christian life. John writes for the breakdown, and he does not go into certain details that the other gospel writers do, but he concentrates on life. I believe that is the great issue at the present time, as to what life is there, and it is life that is patterned after Christ, the sprout of Jehovah and it is for beauty and glory. 

Think of what is beautiful for God, what is beautiful to God! You may think that God does not appreciate beauty; but if you have a look at the creation you will see that God appreciates beauty, and not only does He appreciate beauty but it comes in through His own operations. 

And here we have spiritual beauty and glory. I think it is a good thing to get our sight lifted off what is on this earth; not that we can ignore the present state of things; but lifted to what there is for the pleasure of God. Then the holy committal on our own part that we should search ourselves morally and inwardly, and make room for the operations of the Spirit of God in view of this beauty and glory. You will remember it is said, “By his Spirit the heavens are adorned”, Job 26: 13. It shows that God is a connoisseur of beauty and He is looking for beauty among the saints. Let us look for it too in one another, beloved, let us not look for things that are not beautiful, but if we cannot see it, let us search for it among the saints; the Spirit’s operations in forming beauty among the people of God at the present time. You say, Well, I know Mr So-and-So, and Mrs So-and-so, I have known them all my life; but there is beauty there for the finding and let us be concerned about it. It says “for beauty and glory”, there is glory there. 

The rapture is not far away, let us be exercised about that. We used to hear quite a number of hymns sung in the meeting that referred to the coming of the Lord. Now I trust it is slightly different in this area, but I know that where I come from in my area, we seldom hear them sung these days. It is a very sobering matter, but I repeat it, let us keep before our affections that the rapture is imminent and there is not much time, and yet the Spirit of God can do much in a short space of time. Think of what He did in a man like Saul of Tarsus, in a very, very short space of time, and He can do much in you and in me in a short space of time, creating this beauty and glory. That is, I believe, what the Lord sees in the saints that gives moral warrant for the rapture, for Him taking them. Somebody said, when we were in a difficulty away back in 1970, that things are so bad that there is only one thing to do, that is for the Lord to come. That is not the truth; God does not work that way, the Lord comes to what is pleasing to Himself, what is of Himself and what belongs to heaven; it does not belong to earth, it is here in testimony but it belongs to heaven and it is suited to heaven, its beauty and glory is there; He comes to that, and that is what He will rapture. 

Let us be concerned, therefore, about it each one of us, concerned for our own selves. And he says, “and the fruit of the earth for excellency and for ornament for those that are escaped of Israel”. Well, I think that is a very beautiful picture of what the Spirit of God is seeking to work out amongst the saints. It involves searching, it involves giving way in our souls to the work of God, it involves coming to a judgment of all that is contrary to it. I think each one of us would find plenty in ourselves that is contrary to it, but, beloved, it is well worth it for God’s sake, and for the sake of Christ, and for the sake of the Spirit, and for our own sakes, that we might be concerned as to this excellency and for ornament for those that are escaped of Israel. Thank God that we have escaped, that is our present position. I think the Spirit of God would seek to produce these beautiful characteristics in us, in every one of us. Undoubtedly there would be a great change in the situation here, in our local meetings, and generally among the saints as this would come to light. 

It goes on to say, “And it shall come to pass that he who remaineth in Zion, and he that is left in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem”; well, you would like to be among them. It is sad to say, that here and there there are one or two going away, and sometimes the reason for the going away is said to be the conduct among our brethren. That is a very, very sobering matter. Maybe if you examined them thoroughly you might find there is some other motive, but for persons to say that they have to leave the present position in which we are because of the conduct is a very, very sobering matter. It really puts you before God as to it, but it says here that he that is left in Jerusalem shall be called holy, every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem, which is a type of the assembly. Well, you would like to be among them, persons that are called holy. I find that sometimes we shrink from the idea of holiness, but holiness is the nature of God, and what is for His pleasure must have that character, the characteristic of holiness. 

Some of the younger ones might say, What is the difference between righteousness and holiness? I think holiness is an inward thing that is produced by the Spirit in us. But of course there are all these things produced by the Spirit as we make room for Him. If you hinder the Spirit from His operations in you then the responsibility is yours; it is not the Spirit’s fault, it is your fault if you hinder Him, and you can hinder, indeed it speaks about the quenching of the Spirit. I think we need to examine matters in ourselves and make sure that we are making way for the operations of the Spirit. It speaks of every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem. How beautiful that is, as John’s gospel is life and those that live to God. Paul’s desire was, “that I may live to God”, Galatians 2: 19. What a wonderful thing it is to live to God! Think of the life of Jesus, think of His ear being wakened morning by morning to hear as the instructed, and it says prophetically of Him, “I was not rebellious”, Isaiah 50: 5. How do you start your day, beloved, do you start it with God. That comes home to me I know; I just have to be sober about it, to start our day with God, and not only to start our day with God but also to go through our day with God. That will help us in holiness; keeping company with God. There were men in Scripture who walked with God in an extremely evil day; a day that is very like the present one when every thought of God is being thrown off; there were men who walked with Him and those men would take on the characteristics of God Himself; they would take on holiness. May we take it on, beloved, more and more. 

It goes on to say that “when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have scoured out the blood of Jerusalem from its midst, by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning”. Well, that is an important thing, the spirit of judgment. I think if there is one thing that we could be helped on it is this matter of the spirit of judgment; that is that we have a right judgment of matters. It involves, of course, firstly, you judge yourself, that is where judgment starts, it starts with yourself, and if you are going to judge yourself, you judge yourself in accordance with Christ. It is not a matter of legality, trying to do better, you will never do it, you will only sink further and further into the morass; but as you seek the Spirit’s help to judge yourself, then, as you do, it is right to have a judgment of everything that comes within your reach. 

That is what he says here, “and shall have scoured out the blood of Jerusalem from its midst, by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. And Jehovah will create over every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and over its convocations, a cloud by day and a smoke, and the brightness of a flame of fire by night”. I think that is very affecting, it shows that we go by the Old Testament, it shows that God takes possession, but then, as it says here, it is “by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning”. You might wonder why that is. You go back to the beginning of the Acts at the incoming of the Spirit where the Spirit came in as cloven tongues of fire. Let us not forget that, beloved, let us not put these things off and say, Well, that is unlike God. That is what they say in the world, they go on in their own way and then they say, Oh, well, it is unlike God to come out in judgment. But the spirit of judgment is with God, and the spirit of burning is with God. I think that was the point in the incoming of the Spirit, that He came in on a company that was absolutely suitable to Him, there was no hindrance in that company that the Spirit came upon. In Acts, it is not so much the Spirit inwardly, it is the Spirit upon them, because the testimony was involved, but it really involved the cloven tongues of fire. 

So, let us not forget that. You might think of something but do not like to say anything about it; let us remember the spirit of burning. If it is offensive to God, beloved, it is our responsibility to deal with it. That is just a simple matter, it is our responsibility to deal with it, and God will hold us responsible to deal with it according to the spirit of judgment and to deal with it in this way as the spirit of fire. It does not mean, of course, that we burn people up, I do not mean that, or, as we might say in simple language that we use these days, withdrawing from persons; that is not the point, the point is to deal with the evil. Mr Coates has a very fine touch, he says ‘the service of the priest is to separate the sinner from his sin’; that is the point, and the sin is dealt with and the sinner is preserved, that is the exercise. The spirit of burning is to deal with the sin, deal with what is obnoxious to God. Let us never forget that, as we mention His holiness, that God dwells in what is holy, and it is morally impossible for God to dwell anywhere else. Because of what He is in His nature, it is morally impossible for Him to dwell anywhere else. 

So, there is a responsibility upon us, and it says, “Jehovah will create over every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and over its convocations”; so, there is not only the individual, but there is the dwelling-place; what about my house? There are things these days that appear to be small things, pardon me for saying it, but they infiltrate into the houses of the saints and that is a very sobering thing. What is infiltrating into the houses of the saints is the world, that is what it is, with all its unholiness; it is the world we read of in the first passage that reproaches those “in the name of Christ”. What a sobering thing it is if I have anything, big or small, of that world in my house. Let us make sure, then, that our houses are holy places and that they are suitable for the testimony, that there is nothing about them that God could point a finger to, everything there is in accordance with God Himself, and is manifesting the testimony as to Christ. I believe that is a very necessary thing, beloved, I do not say it harshly, but I say it kindly, I say it out of affection for Christ. 

He goes on to speak about every dwelling of mount Zion, that is one thing, and over its convocations, that is our meetings, our comings together. Therefore, the Spirit of God would exercise us so that there is nothing in our comings together that is out of accord with the holiness of God. I say that simply, I am not saying that in this locality, or in this area, there is anything (I do not know) but God knows, and you know yourself if it is so, but what I am saying is what is the truth, and here it says what will be over every dwelling-place of mount Zion and over its convocations. Mount Zion is very precious to God. Do you every think about that, that our dwelling-places and our comings together are extremely precious to God? Let us make sure then, and seek grace and help, that we might come up together in the spirit of holiness and in the spirit of what is pleasing to God, so our holy convocations may be for His pleasure. 

Well, it says there will be “a cloud by day and a smoke, and the brightness of a flame of fire by night—for over all the glory shall be a covering”. I think that is very beautiful. I have no doubt glory is the outshining of love, particularly the outshining of divine love. If you want proof of that go to that section in the second epistle to Corinthians, the end of chapter three and chapter four, and you will see what glory is, shining out from the new covenant, the outshining of love. The beauty of what comes in in that section really links with the assembly of God, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God. The glory of God is secured now and secured in this way. May the Lord bless the word to us. 

Address at Buckie
18 June 2005 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

Isaiah 4:1-6 (JND) [1] And seven women shall take hold of one man in that day, saying, Our own bread will we eat, and with our own garments will we be clothed; only let us be called by thy name; take away our reproach! [2] In that day there shall be a sprout of Jehovah for beauty and glory, and the fruit of the earth for excellency and for ornament for those that are escaped of Israel. [3] And it shall come to pass that he who remaineth in Zion, and he that is left in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem; [4] when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have scoured out the blood of Jerusalem from its midst, by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. [5] And Jehovah will create over every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and over its convocations, a cloud by day and a smoke, and the brightness of a flame of fire by night: for over all the glory shall be a covering. [6] And there shall be a tabernacle for shade by day from the heat, and for a shelter and for a covert from storm and from rain.

1 Peter 4 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin, [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will. [3] For the time past [is] sufficient [for us] to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, walking in lasciviousness, lusts, wine-drinking, revels, drinkings, and unhallowed idolatries. …

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.

Job 26:13 (JND) [13] By his Spirit the heavens are adorned; his hand hath formed the fleeing serpent.

Galatians 2:19 (JND) [19] For *I*, through law, have died to law, that I may live to God.

Isaiah 50:5 (JND) [5] The Lord Jehovah hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not away back.



HOW LIFE IS SUSTAINED COLLECTIVELY

J. A. Brown 

Acts 1: 1–4; 3: 1–11; Colossians 2: 12, 13; Ephesians 2: 4–6 

I would like to speak about how life is sustained. We must start with life being sustained individually but as that happens it inevitably leads to what is collective, and that is what I want to speak about in this meeting. We were speaking about how life is maintained in you and me as individual believers by the quickening power of the Holy Spirit of God. If you do not have that experience in your life, then when you come into a circle like this, you will see others enjoying something that you are not enjoying. That of course stimulates exercise. Where there are those who gather together in the good of the quickening power of the Spirit, then there will be the expression of life in the meeting which is not available anywhere else. Now that is not a claim, that is a consequence. Equally, even if we come together on right ground and holding the truth in terms, but there is no real life in anyone who is there, then the meeting may go on with right things being said, but it will be dead. We have known that too; some of us have known an effervescence and apparent abundance of life where everyone seemed to be greatly enjoying themselves (I am talking of a time forty years ago) but it was dead. It seemed to be alive but largely it was dead. Not completely, thank God; there were those who were in exercise and who were maintained in real life in their own experience. But normally, when those who are in the current enjoyment of spiritual life come together, there would be something experienced that cannot be counterfeited. Men would love to imitate it. There are many august gatherings in the world, and I have had to attend some of them in the course of my duties. Then, perhaps the next night, I have come to the local meeting and I have experienced something that was incomparably better, incomparably different because it was living with the life that is according to God. These experiences are real. Quickening is not a matter of faith; it is a matter of living reality. It is not something that can be imitated, it is something that can be taken account of, and it is very attractive because it has its origin in Christ. 

We see at the beginning of Acts these dear persons being drawn round the Lord Jesus. He had not ascended and the Spirit had not yet come, so the fulness of what would yet be known in the assembly was awaited. But it says of Him, “being assembled with them”. That is a very fine thought, that the Lord Jesus, out of death, in all the power and freshness of resurrection, presented Himself living. I think that in measure we have that experience in our times together, the Lord Jesus presenting Himself living; at the Lord’s supper, but at other times too, the Lord Jesus making Himself known in all the power of His risen life. It can happen in a meeting like this, indeed I trust it happens in every one of our meetings, that the Lord Jesus presents Himself living. This was after He had suffered. We were speaking about His death and all that it entailed, the sufferings of that blessed One. He was “seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God”. I had an impression, dear brethren, of the Lord Jesus gathering these persons around Him. The Spirit had not yet come, but as we have been taught, these disciples were the nucleus of the assembly, and the Lord Jesus was among them as living; He presented Himself living. He was among them as “the last Adam a quickening spirit” (1 Corinthians 15: 45), and then so much took place at that time. What an experience it must have been for these persons as He was going in and out among them. At one point He appeared to five hundred brethren at once; all would be left with impressions of Christ. Another time, we know from Paul’s writings, He appeared to one man, to James (1 Corinthians 15: 7). Think of the impressions that James would get from the Lord appearing to Him. 

I had an impression of this being like the bundle of the living. Abigail’s words in 1 Samuel 25 are very attractive and convey powerfully what we are speaking about. She says, “the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God”, 1 Samuel 25: 29. So as one person is living and another is living, there is this bringing together, as it were, into the bundle of the living, a very attractive thought. We see it demonstrated in a room like this. There are many here, perhaps one hundred and fifty brethren, but we see it wherever believers gather who are in the good of spiritual life. Most of our dear brethren nowadays do not have the privilege of gather in the numbers that we enjoy in this area, but the bundle of the living is known wherever there is life. It is a very precious thing and my desire, dear brethren, is that we should all be exercised to maintain it, to consciously desire to maintain this collective expression of what is living here on earth and soon to be caught up. 

Now this man in Acts 3 is a very good example of what we are speaking about. Peter and John come up to the temple. The temple still had, to an extent, an influence. This was the temple that Herod had built for his own self-aggrandisement. It was to be razed to the ground some forty or so years after this by the Romans; there was nothing really for God in this temple. But here were two men who had been there when the Lord Jesus presented Himself living and now they were going together into the temple, “at the hour of prayer”. This man, who did not have what they had, was lying there, and he asked to receive alms. “And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us”. Just two of them but both of these dear apostles of the Lord Jesus were imbued with life, the Spirit having come now, the Lord Jesus having ascended. So both of them in the good of that life could say, “Look on us”. Then “Peter said, Silver and gold I have not”, but each of them had something, “what l have, this give I to thee”. Dear young brother, dear young sister, you are sitting here among the brethren but can you say, “what I have”? That is a question that I would like to ask you. You can draw something from being in a gathering of believers like the one we are privileged to be part of this afternoon, but I would encourage you to get through to being able to say, “what I have”. 

This life will carry you through anything. So Peter says, “what I have, this give I to thee—In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk”. These rivers of living water were flowing through Peter. They did not have their source in Peter; they had their source in the risen One, the One who had ascended up on high, but they were flowing through Peter. “And having taken hold of him by the right hand he raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong”. 

What a most attractive scene it is. “And leaping up he stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple”. There were occasions in the gospels when the Lord Jesus healed people and they went off on their own, but this man did not. He saw something in Peter and John together that he wanted to be part of. If you ever have the desire to be part of what you see in others, then follow it up. This man had been lame from his mother’s womb, he was lying there and this had happened to him, but he did not rush back home, he did not rush out into Jerusalem, he went with them, he “entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God”. That is God’s objective in giving us this gift of life and maintaining it, that there might be praise to Him. And then I was affected by verse 11, “And as he held Peter and John”. Do you think he held on to them because his ankles had got weak again? I do not think so. He did not hold on to them for support; I think he held on to them in affection. I think as he held on to Peter and John there was an expression there of the bundle of the living. The temple had no life in it; it was going on with outward ritual, but here were three men in its gate, three men who were part of the bundle of the living and were expressing it as this man held Peter and John. There was testimony in that, “all the people ran together to them in the portico which is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering”. People do wonder at us, you know, coming to meetings three times on a Lord’s day and several times during the week. They wonder, What is it that attracts them on a Monday night and a Tuesday night and a Wednesday night, what is it that these people have? Well I trust that each one of us can answer that question. To be part of the bundle of the living is a wonderful experience. 

I would like to speak briefly of Paul’s ministry about quickening. We spoke earlier of the words of the Lord Jesus, “It is the Spirit which quickens”, but Paul’s ministry is the words of the Lord Jesus. Paul did not make up his ministry, it came from Christ. It was the ministry of Christ through His apostle. We were reminded recently in a word in our ministry meeting of the need to hold on to Paul’s ministry. We need to see that the ministry of Paul about quickening is entirely in line with what the Lord Jesus said in John 6, “It is the Spirit which quickens”. We read in Colossians, “buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God”. First of all, “buried with him in baptism”—what is that? It is “the flesh profits nothing”. That is what you learn as you apply the truth of baptism to yourself. I trust that everyone here understands the truth of baptism. Let me address my dear young brethren again. In many gatherings of believers, if you were exercised about conversion or about remembering the Lord Jesus, the first thing you would have to do would be to ask to be baptised. But you have been baptised already by the faith of your parents, because household baptism is what the New Testament shows us happened in the early days of Christianity. So you have been baptised, but you cannot remember it. Most of us here were baptised as small children, according to the faith of our parents. But that does not substitute for the need for you and me to understand the truth of our baptism, “buried with him in baptism”, that is, “the flesh profits nothing”. We have to learn that all that we are according to human nature is obnoxious to God. It is encapsulated by these words of the Lord Jesus, “the flesh profits nothing”. 

So we can see that everything that Paul ministered had its kernel in the words of the Lord Jesus. Then we are “raised with him through faith of the working of God”. There is a footnote to “working” meaning ‘Energeia—active internal power’. I am sure we all feel the need of this active internal power, the working of God in faith. We spoke in the reading of how it all begins with faith, although quickening is not just a matter of faith, it is real, something that you can see happening in a believer. It is a wonderful thing when you can see it happening, perhaps in a young person with real exercise. You can take account of spiritual life developing and expressing itself in the exercise to remember the Lord Jesus. Then Paul goes on to say, “And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh”; again that is just an extension of “the flesh profits nothing”, and “he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences”. This is a wonderful experience. Colossians does not exactly take us off the earth. Ephesians does, but this is being quickened together. Now I understand from what I have read that if there was a comma to be put in that phrase it would be after the ‘together’ because ‘quickening together’ is one word in Greek. It says, “he has quickened together with him”, so that Christ retains His distinctiveness as “the last Adam a quickening spirit” (1 Corinthians 15: 45), but then there is this to be known by us, “quickened together”. 

This really is the enjoyment of eternal life. Mr Raven’s ministry, which many of you will have read I am sure, helped to bring before the brethren the fact that eternal life is something to be enjoyed now; it is something to be enjoyed in the circle of the saints. It is not something that we will enjoy when we get to heaven; we will just enjoy life then. We will be in eternity and we will be in the enjoyment of something that we can only now glimpse. But there is something here that we do enjoy, eternal life, and we experience it when we are together. 

Eternal life is not exactly experienced on our own although we can get pretty close to it I think, but eternal life is something that we should experience in our times together. It is a wonderful thing to be “quickened together with Him”. I have referred to a ministry meeting locally and there was life in that meeting. One of our oldest brothers spoke to us about the way in which things need to be done, and how Paul had done things, speaking in energy and setting it forth attractively; then a middle-aged brother spoke to us about living stones, “To whom coming, a living stone” (1 Peter 2: 4); and then a younger man giving us a further word. That meeting was full of life; it is a great privilege to enjoy eternal life, “quickened together with him”. 

Dear brethren, these are not terribly profound thoughts, but I would seek to attract you into the realisation that they are to be experienced and enjoyed in reality, and contributed to. I do not think that the man in Acts 3 would just go away from the apostles after he was healed and forget about his blessing. I think that he would be one of those gathering in Jerusalem. It speaks about three thousand being converted and then five thousand. I have a strong impression that that man would be part of that work. So this is to be contributed to. Each one of us is to be concerned to contribute to this life that we enjoy together. It does not happen automatically; it does not depend on any one of us, that is for sure, but neither does it happen automatically. It depends on the Spirit, but then it happens because there is exercise that we might as gathering together enjoy this life, might enjoy what it is to be “quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences”. The Lord Jesus has done that, and then He brings us together into the enjoyment in our gatherings of what Mr Raven ministered about eternal life. If you have not read that ministry of Mr Raven’s then get it out when you go home. He has a lot of ministry about eternal life. In fact if you want to understand a bit more about what we were speaking about in the reading, go home and find Volume 5 of Mr Raven’s ministry. It is a series of readings in John’s gospel and you can follow it through. I think there are about five or six readings in chapter 6. I would recommend that volume to every one of you here. It is good solid food to get into you. Set yourself to read it and you will not regret it. 

Well, although Colossians does not exactly take us off the earth, it gives us some wonderful impressions of being “quickened together with him”, but I think that Ephesians does take us off the earth. This is as it were the top note, in a sense it is anticipative. It says, “but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus”. The rationalist would say, Well 

that has not happened, we are still here; but it is as good as done. I am quoting Mr Raven again; it is as good as done to faith. This has been accomplished by God in the raising of His beloved Son and because of His great love wherewith He loved us. I love this portion of Ephesians; it touches the very height of blessing and yet along with that it has the very simplest gospel statements. I trust there is not anyone here who would not respond to “God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us”. What a fine gospel text that is! But then “(we too being dead in offences)”—again that is “the flesh profits nothing”. And then “has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace)”. I love the way that these exalted thoughts are interwoven with quite simple gospel expressions. It is part of the glory of Scripture, part of the attractiveness of the word of God. It says, “and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus”. Well, you say, this is future, this is abstract. Is it? Have you never experienced something like this on Lord’s day morning? Have you ever listened to the praise proceeding and the hymns, and felt your soul caught up? I think we do touch something of this. We often say we only glimpse it, that is because of what we are after nature, but dear brethren I think we do touch in our spirits what shall be our eternal portion, “has quickened us with the Christ ... has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus”. The expression of this life culminates in praise to God. It is “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages”, Ephesians 3: 21. That is what it culminates in. The enjoyment together of this wonderful life is not an end in itself; it is all with a view that there might be a living and fuller response to the heart of God. Well may each one of us be attracted more and more to have our part in that response, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Acts 1:1-4 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; [4] and, being assembled with [them], commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which [said he] ye have heard of me.

Acts 3:1-11 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. [4] And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us. [5] And he gave heed to them, expecting to receive something from them. [6] But Peter said, Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk. [7] And having taken hold of him [by] the right hand he raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong. [8] And leaping up he stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. [9] And all the people saw him walking and praising God; [10] and they recognised him, that it was *he* who sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. [11] And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico which is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.

Colossians 2:12-13 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences;

Ephesians 2:4-6 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, [5] (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

1 Corinthians 15:45 (JND) [45] Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:7 (JND) [7] Then he appeared to James; then to all the apostles;

1 Samuel 25 (JND) [1] And Samuel died; and all Israel were gathered together, and lamented him; and they buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose and went down to the wilderness of Paran. [2] And there was a man at Maon, whose business was at Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats; and he was shearing his sheep at Carmel. [3] And the name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail; and the woman was of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance; but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was a Calebite. …

1 Samuel 25:29 (JND) [29] And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

1 Corinthians 15:45 (JND) [45] Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit.

1 Peter 2:4 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious,

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).



EXTRACTS

“Then the people said one to another, What is this that is come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” That is what people say among themselves, what brethren sometimes say in their houses after a meeting. A young brother is prompted to say something in a ministry meeting—pardon me for being simple and practical—well, the brethren say, ‘What do you think of that, what do you think of So-and-so, he has attempted to prophesy, but what is his external conduct and is it in keeping?’ It says, “The people said one to another, What is this that has come unto the son of Kish?” It is a searching matter. I am not saying that you should not take part in ministry, but then have you given occasion for this table talk? I am not saying that the brethren should enlarge on it, I know how they do, often far beyond what should be spoken of, but here the question is asked, ‘What has happened to the son of Kish? Why, he goes out and plays cricket, and plays tennis, and goes off on the Broads in the summer-time, and other things like that, and yet he is prophesying!’ 

It is a solemn thing that the brethren have a judgment about you, and heaven has a judgment about you, and yet heaven wants you and heaven is doing its utmost to help you to serve as a true levite. You will understand, dear brethren, I am not here to whip you, far otherwise, but to seek to help all of us to get into accord with heaven and to become spiritual, to enter into the environment that God has placed for us here, to absorb the suggestions of the spiritual environment in which we are set, to take them on constitutionally, so that we become spiritual. Saul never did—if he had done so, we should never have had the proverb, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” This is written again after his history was well-nigh finished (1 Samuel 19: 24); the proverb, I am sure, would never have been recorded, had Saul judged himself at the outset, but alas, he did not. So the proverb remains; it says at the end of verse 12, “It became a proverb, Is Saul also among the prophets?” I would not like to be the 

subject of such a proverb—Saul was, and why was he? Because he failed in this great test, he failed to take on spirituality through what was divinely presented to him; and he failed to wait at Gilgal. Had he taken in these great spiritual thoughts he would have said there, ‘I am not in keeping with them’; for it was the place of circumcision, and this accepted is the acknowledgment that the flesh is incorrigible and has to be put off. Gilgal is “the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ”, Colossians 2: 11. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 42, pp.536, 537) 

RSS  From the fact that the only death of a Christian of which we have any detailed account in Scripture, is that of Stephen, would you not think it was a pattern death? 

JT  Undoubtedly. He is presented to us as an example, a man of like passions to us, so that it is not beyond any of us in that way. When persecution comes, even in the most superficial way, of the smallest kind, even among ourselves, how near at hand is the spirit of vindictiveness. Now, the idea in Christianity is to displace that, so that “if thine enemy hunger, feed him”; that is priestly. “If he thirst, give him drink for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head”. If you do that, he will come down. It is priestly acting. You are able to pray for him, if he has caused you grief. It may be a sarcastic word or an ungrateful act. Vindictiveness is always at hand in us naturally, and Christianity is to displace that. You see it perfectly presented in Stephen when the most fearful persecution was there. So the early Christians, as James puts it, were marked by that spirit—“Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 5, p.441) 
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Scripture references

1 Samuel 19:24 (JND) [24] And he himself also stripped off his clothes, and prophesied, himself also, before Samuel, and lay down naked all that day and all that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets?

Colossians 2:11 (JND) [11] in whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ;
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