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SECRET THINGS


Revelation 2: 12-17

I was thinking of what was brought before us in the preaching on Lord’s day, that Jesus called Mary by name (John 20:16).  He knew her by name.  The gardener could not have done that, but Jesus did.  We have each been called by name by the Lord Jesus.  We sang in our hymn, 

‘Called by that secret name

   Of undisclosed delight’.      (Hymn 79)

Here is the promise to the one who overcomes: “to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”.  We sang:

‘There on the hidden bread

   Of Christ once humbled here’.      (Hymn 79)

These dear saints in Pergamos were in the place of testimony.  It speaks about the throne of Satan and where Satan dwells; they were there in testimony.  The Lord said to them, “thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith”.  They were faithful; they were holding fast the Lord’s name in the scene where Satan, as it were, was on the throne, a terrible situation and circumstance to be in.  The Lord speaks to those who overcome to encourage them, but He begins by saying “And to the angel of the assembly in Pergamos write: These things says he that has the sharp two-edged sword”.  That is one of the  things that John notices in the previous chapter, “and having in his right hand seven stars” (Rev.1:16), which we know are the angels of the seven assemblies.  Then it says there, “out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its  power”.  The sharp two-edged sword is part of the character in which the Lord appeared, and He was going to use it.  He speaks of those that hold the doctrine of  Balaam and the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes.  He says, “Repent therefore: but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth”.  It seems that these evil principles came in early.  One of the commendations that the Lord gave to Ephesus was that “thou hatest the works of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate” (v.6).  It is as if the works were there before the doctrine was there; that may be so.  It has been suggested that the Nicolaitanes were libertarians, and my mind went to the scripture, “Should we continue in sin that grace may abound?  Far be the thought”, Rom.6:1,2.  It seems to be the character of what there was here in Pergamos; the Lord speaks of idolatry and fornication and eating of idol sacrifices, features that Satan would like to bring in.  They were actual things, but no doubt they speak of principles too.  The Lord is going to make war with them with the sword of his mouth.  It is a sober matter.

What appealed to me in this passage were the hidden manna and the new name that no one knows but he that receives it, these secret things.  First of all, it says: “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”.  We know that in the first three letters,   these words come first, but then in the following four  letters what is said to those who overcome is put first, then the hearing what the Spirit says, suggesting  that  there is a need to overcome in order to hear.  But the  Lord’s eye is on those who overcome in all of these assemblies.  He has something for them all, something precious and blessed for them, even to Smyrna.  He does not say a lot about Smyrna, but He says, “He that overcomes shall in no wise be injured of the second  death” (v.11), as if to say that the sharp two-edged sword will have its effect and they will not be injured by it.  The Lord speaks of Himself there as the First and the Last and says that He became dead and lived, bringing in the thought of life.  But here He speaks of the hidden manna, something that we are to feed on, and I  feel my  own  lack  

in feeding on the hidden manna of ‘Christ, once humbled here’.  What a blessed subject of contemplation to think of Him ever pleasing the eye of the Father.  He said, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4:34.  What a work that was.  He could speak of Himself as the true bread which comes down out of heaven.  Here the Lord says, ‘I will give it to him’, that heavenly food that there is in contemplating the life of Christ here.  It is heavenly food; that is what the Lord would give.

Then He refers to “a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives it”.  There is a secret side to that, suggesting our individual links with the Lord.  We would desire to be one of those who overcome, feeble though we may be.  He says, “I will give to him a white stone”.  The Lord called to Mary and she responded immediately.  She turned round and said, Rabboni (John 20:16).  Think of the Lord giving her a new name, a white stone with a new name written on it, and the Lord would have a new name for every one of us.  He will be able to call us by it and we will learn what that is as we receive that stone of white.

Well, may we be encouraged.  There is much to discourage around us: there is not only the world and how Satan would operate, but doubts and fears may arise in my own heart too.  But the Lord would seek to encourage; encourage us to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies, and encourage us to overcome that we may have these secret precious things from Him.  The hidden manna is not for the world to see but it would be for the saints to share, and then there is the secret name – a new name written which no one knows save him that receives it.  O how precious and blessed are the promises to the one who overcomes! May we be encouraged by them for the Lord’s name,s sake.

Robert McClean




Scripture references

Revelation 2:12-17 (JND) [12] And to the angel of the assembly in Pergamos write: These things says he that has the sharp two-edged sword: [13] I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan [is]; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in the days in which Antipas my faithful witness [was], who was slain among you, where Satan dwells. [14] But I have a few things against thee: that thou hast there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a snare before the sons of Israel, to eat [of] idol sacrifices and commit fornication. [15] So thou also hast those who hold the doctrine of Nicolaitanes in like manner. [16] Repent therefore: but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth. [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

John 20:16 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.

Revelation 1:16 (JND) [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power.

Romans 6:1-2 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it?

Romans 6:1-2 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it?

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

John 20:16 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.



“BE STRONG IN THE LORD”






1 Peter 5:8,9;  Ephesians 6:10-13;

Mark 9:50 (from “Have salt”)

I have been reflecting on the way that Satan, and what proceeds from Satan, is mentioned in relation to the assembly in Pergamos (Rev.2:13).  We are here for encouragement, we are not here to depress one another, but I think that we need to be mindful of the devices of Satan by which he would seek to overthrow what is pleasing to Christ, and what the Lamb of God has  sacrificed Himself to secure, “once in the consummation  of the ages”, Heb.9:26.  Peter knew what it was to be in a privileged position and yet fail, but then he also knew  what it was to be recovered.  He was qualified to urge his readers to “Be vigilant, watch … resist”, and the footnote  is very interesting1.  I was thinking of how these  characters are to be won by doing these things that Peter urges.  The Lord knows and values these moral features that are to become characteristic in those who overcome; “I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written”, Rev.2:17.  This is written to the assembly at Pergamos.  I know that there is a dispensational  aspect, but it is right to think of local assemblies, because the church is still here.  However small the circumstances, and however feeble we feel in them, we desire that what  is for the heart of Christ should be maintained.  The Lord feels perfectly the condition of the church, and the conditions in which it is found, and the addresses to these churches in Revelation 2 reflect His perfect knowledge  and His holy feelings about what is precious to His heart.  He addresses the assembly in Pergamos directly, and says that they were where the throne of Satan is.  While Pergamos is not one of the four churches that in character follow on to the end of this dispensation, the features mentioned in the address to  each one of them go on to the end, despite the opposition of Satan himself. 

But Peter meets that opposition by saying in this letter: “Whom resist …”.  Again, that is a character to be won: we might say that characteristically resisting Satan is something that the Lord can commend, “stedfast in faith”.  In Ephesians 6, faith is a part of the armour.  It must be, for we are in a time of faith, “knowing that the selfsame sufferings are accomplished in your brotherhood which is in the world”.  Peter is exhorting the saints unmistakably, and I believe that it comes down to us “upon whom the ends of the ages are come”, 1 Cor.10:11.

Paul’s ministry in Ephesus was the top-stone of what he taught the saints.  When the Lord addresses the churches in Revelation, He begins with Ephesus.  Paul writes, “For the rest, brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the might of his strength”.  He goes through what needs to be put on.  These things are practical exhortations – the footnote says, ‘have it put on’ – “that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil”.  Again, it is Satan that is the great opposer to what God is doing.  We are helpless on our own, and divine resources are essential.  We have been taught that we need every part of this armour.  If there is a piece missing, there will be weakness, but we must be dependent, and confidence in God is the resource for us every day.  “Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil: because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness”.  Such is the character of what is opposed to the saints, opposed to each of us as believers, and opposed to each of us as we seek to gather to the Lord’s name.

We read the ministry of some who could speak about what had preceded them in the testimony, and we know of men whose works have come down to us.  I do  not want to put anyone on a pedestal, but we are thankful for the works of Mr John Darby and Mr James Taylor snr, and others.  These are men whose works follow with them (Rev.14:13), and there are many others whom the Lord knows and has taken to Himself, their works being complete.  But we have also witnessed much public failure in our own times.  I find that very humbling indeed; we have had our own part in public failure.  These things have an application to us, beloved, a practical edge, but all is not lost, because the Spirit of God is here.  We may be in small circumstances and yet there is grace to go on and to be encouraged.  This chapter in Ephesians brings out the things that we need every day, indeed that we need all the time.  “For this reason take to you the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand”.  That is in divine power, in the power of Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, not in anything in ourselves.  

I refer to the verse that I read in Mark where the Lord could summarise poignantly: “Have salt in yourselves”.  How practical it is: “Have salt in yourselves”.  Salt is what preserves, and speaks of self-judgment, and if I am preserved individually, it would be out of character for me to be a trouble to my local brethren, to be a thorn in their side.  If we are preserved in self-judgment, then characteristically we will be at peace with one another.  We can thank God for that; He has set us together.  We did not choose one another – He has set us together, beloved.  

Let us go on then, let us go on in dependence on God, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Tim Franklin

 

Two words given in a meeting for ministry, Grimsby

16 September 2021




Scripture references

1 Peter 5:8-9 (JND) [8] Be vigilant, watch. Your adversary [the] devil as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour. [9] Whom resist, stedfast in faith, knowing that the selfsame sufferings are accomplished in your brotherhood which [is] in [the] world.

1 Peter 5:8-9 (JND) [8] Be vigilant, watch. Your adversary [the] devil as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour. [9] Whom resist, stedfast in faith, knowing that the selfsame sufferings are accomplished in your brotherhood which [is] in [the] world.

Ephesians 6:10-13 (JND) [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength. [11] Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil: [12] because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual [power] of wickedness in the heavenlies. [13] For this reason take [to you] the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand.

Ephesians 6:10-13 (JND) [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength. [11] Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil: [12] because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual [power] of wickedness in the heavenlies. [13] For this reason take [to you] the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand.

Mark 9:50 (JND) [50] Salt [is] good, but if the salt is become saltless, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.

Revelation 2:13 (JND) [13] I know where thou dwellest, where the throne of Satan [is]; and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in the days in which Antipas my faithful witness [was], who was slain among you, where Satan dwells.

Hebrews 9:26 (JND) [26] since he had [then] been obliged often to suffer from the foundation of the world. But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for [the] putting away of sin by his sacrifice.

Revelation 2:17 (JND) [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

1 Corinthians 10:11 (JND) [11] Now all these things happened to them [as] types, and have been written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come.

Revelation 14:13 (JND) [13] And I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write, Blessed the dead who die in [the] Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them.



EXTRACT – CREATION





First with regard to creation.  Lost in reasonings, and not knowing God, the human mind sought out endless solutions of existence.  Those who have read the cosmologies2 of the ancients know how many different systems, each more absurd than the other, have been invented for that which the introduction of God, by faith, renders perfectly simple.  Modern science, with a less active and more practical mind, stops at second causes; and it is but little occupied with God.  Geology has taken the place of the cosmology of the ancient civilisations.  To the believer the thought is clear and simple; the mind is assured and intelligent by faith.  God, by His word, called all things into existence.  The universe is not a producing cause; it is itself a creature acting by a law imposed upon it. 

It is One having authority who has spoken; His  word has divine efficacy.  He speaks, and the thing is.  We feel that this is worthy of God for, when once God is brought in, all is simple.  Shut Him out, and man is lost in the efforts of his own imagination, which can neither  create nor arrive at the knowledge of a Creator, because  it only works with the power of a creature.  Before, therefore, the details of the present form of creation are entered upon, the word simply says, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth".  Whatever may have taken place between that and chaos forms no part of revelation.  It is distinct from the special action of the deluge, which is made known to us.  The beginning of Genesis does not give a history of the details of creation itself, nor the history of the universe.  It gives the fact that in the beginning God created; and afterwards, the things that regard man on the earth.  The angels even are not there.  Of the stars it is only said, “He made the stars  also” – when, we are not told.  “By faith we apprehend  that the worlds were framed by the word of God”, Heb.11:3.
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HOW GOD HAS USED TIME TO SECURE HIS OWN THOUGHTS

Mark 14:32-43,46,53,63-65;  15:1,12-34,37-39   

One of the things that we are very familiar with is the concept of time; it regulates our lives in many ways and we make our arrangements according to its passage.  It is remarkable that God, who, as the scripture says, is “from eternity to eternity” (Ps.90:2), has brought time into being in order to accomplish His own great thoughts in purpose.  Conceived in eternity but worked out in time, His purpose is to the end that He should secure what is serviceable and pleasurable to His own heart.  Consider the wonder of it that God, being who He is in all His greatness and glory, all sufficient, having no need of any other, has purposed in love that He should have a response, and that from His creature, from persons like ourselves.  Time has been brought into being in order that that might be secured.  It has involved the creation, including the creation of man, the top stone of God’s creation, so that persons such as you and I might be secured for His pleasure and be responsive to Him.  

In the Scriptures we have references to different periods of time.  There are years, months, weeks, days and hours.  It is interesting that hours are the shortest period of time recorded.  The references to time generally relate to one of two aspects.  When a number is given, like one day or forty weeks or forty years, it is normally a measured period of time.  Often, when there is no quantity given, it refers more to the character of a period of time.  For example, Scripture speaks of “the day of the Lord” (1 Thess.5:2) that is coming.  It is not a single day, it is a period, and you will often find that throughout the Scriptures.  

In these scriptures that I have read, each refers to hours.  I hope that might interest you.  Each period of time in the Scriptures usually has certain characteristics, and the character associated with hours is, it seems to me, largely one of intensity and pressure, and sometimes urgency too.  I read these passages from what is sometimes referred to as the ‘pressure gospel’.  In the references I have selected, I desire to speak of what is presented in them regarding the closing hours of the life of the Lord Jesus in flesh and blood condition here on earth, those of the One who came from the heights of divine glory to secure those great thoughts of God to which I have referred.  He took a bondman's form.  This gospel presents the Lord Jesus as the Servant, the One who came to serve by taking a bondman’s form, “taking his place in the likeness of men”, and “becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:7,8.  I want to speak of what that involved for Jesus.

These passages in Mark’s gospel bring out something of the enormity of what He suffered and  endured in the hours that are referred to.  In the first passage, the Lord Jesus is seen in Gethsemane.  In this gospel, we get presented the intensity of what He suffered in His spirit in Gethsemane.  He was facing suffering and death.  Men  fear  death; it is  the  wages of  sin.   Jesus  

never feared death, but the awfulness of death – despite it having no claim upon Him, for He was sinless – pressed upon His spirit; He felt the horror of it.  He was about to go into death, not on His own account, but in order that through His death and resurrection, God’s purpose in love to secure persons for Himself might be accomplished.  I trust you are among them; I trust you are conscious of that and know what it is to be someone who has been secured for God’s pleasure and service.  If you are, may it affect you that it required the Lord Jesus to suffer and to go into death to make it possible.  I will seek to speak in a moment of His sufferings at the hand of God that were necessary in order for you and me to be secured for His pleasure and service.  But in Gethsemane, something of the awfulness of that which He was about to face was pressing upon His spirit, and He was in communion with His Father about it.  

There were three disciples, as this scripture records, who were with Him but they could not sustain the experience; they could not even remain awake.  They would perhaps have observed the Lord Jesus for a little while: it is recorded that He became amazed and oppressed in spirit, or as the translator’s note indicates, ‘deeply depressed’.  Sometimes persons suffer depression on account of the weakness of the flesh, and we feel for them.  That was never the case with Jesus, but what is recorded of Him in Gethsemane brings out the depth of His feelings, and He said it Himself; “My soul”, He said, “is full of grief even unto death”.  We cannot fully comprehend that.  But it is recorded for our contemplation, that the Lord Jesus, in considering what lay before Him, could say such a remarkable thing.

The Lord Jesus was a man of sorrows.  The scriptures bring that out; “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”, Isa.53:4.  He entered into the sorrows of mankind, all the sorrows that sin had brought  in.  The Lord Jesus felt that; He felt it as no one else could 

for He was without sin.  What sorrows were His!  Consider the intensity of what He felt here; “My soul is full of grief”.  He spoke to His Father and asked that, if it were possible, the hour might pass away from Him.  The hour was not a literal hour here, but Jesus referred to that which lay before Him.  He said, “take away this cup from me ...” but it was not possible, and He accepted the Father’s will.  It brings out the depth of His feelings.  And it seems from this scripture that He prayed for one hour.  He came to the disciples and said to Peter, “Hast thou not been able to watch for one hour?”.  That was an actual hour, but they could not sustain it, and no doubt neither would we have been able to if we had been there.  What His prayer brought out was not only the depth of His feelings but the holy, perfect character of His manhood.  He prayed, “take away this cup from me; but not what I will, but what thou wilt”.  There was nothing, not even the intensity of all that He was passing through in His spirit and soul, that could deflect the Lord Jesus, for He had not come to do His own will, but to devote Himself in obedience to the will of His Father.

We are often reminded that had Jesus expressed His own will, it would have been perfect, but He did not come to do His own will, because He came into this world with the express purpose of doing the will of God.  “Lo, I come to do thy will”, Heb.10:9.  That is why the Lord Jesus came into manhood and took up that path of obedience, fully seen throughout His life including at this point of great pressure.  What intensity of feelings must have entered into the soul of Jesus in that one hour in prayer.  What was the conclusion?  “Not what I will, but what thou wilt”.  Oh, what holy, perfect Manhood.  And then He told the disciples to sleep on and says, “It is enough; the hour is come”.

Then I read of what the Lord Jesus experienced at the hand of His earthly people.  They laid their hands upon Him  and  seized  Him  and  led  Him  away.   You  might  

say, ‘How dare they do that to the Lord of glory’.  But the Lord Jesus allowed Himself to be taken.  You may ask why.  Because the hour had come.  The Son of man was to be “delivered up into the hands of sinners”.  He allowed that to happen; they were powerless were it not that the Lord Jesus allowed them to take Him.  Then the religious hierarchy of the Jews mocked Him; they had no room for Him.  What it must have meant to Jesus.  They mocked Him, they spat upon Him, they struck Him.  The chief priests and the Sanhedrin sought to bring accusations against Him but they could not find anything against Him.  They brought in what was false and finally they accused Him of blasphemy.  What irony!  They accused Him of blasphemy, the One in their very midst who in His Person was God manifest in flesh!  

And then in chapter 15, the Jew and Gentile combined against the Lord of glory, and the outcome was that in the first three hours of that momentous day, Jesus was taken out to be crucified.  The Roman authorities, the Gentiles, had their full part in it.  There was weakness with Pilate, and yet if he had fulfilled his responsibilities properly, he would have let this glorious One go free, this One who did no harm, who did no sin, in whose mouth guile was not found (Isa.53:9).  Jesus was innocent of everything of which they accused Him, but Pilate released Barabbas to them instead.  That brings out the real character of the world, and it is unchanged.  The world would rather have that which is abhorrent in the sight of God, that which is of sinful character, than to have the Lord Jesus.  What a terrible judgment was reached.  We sometimes sing that:

‘This world’s judgment stands recorded’      (Hymn 404).

In that mockery of a trial, Jew and Gentile combined to form a judgment which has remained unchanged to the present day, and then they led the Lord Jesus out to be crucified.  

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:3 (JND) [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear.

Mark 14:32-65 (JND) [32] And they come to a place of which the name [is] Gethsemane, and he says to his disciples, Sit here while I shall pray. [33] And he takes with him Peter and James and John, and he began to be amazed and oppressed in spirit. [34] And he says to them, My soul is full of grief even unto death; abide here and watch. [35] And, going forward a little, he fell upon the earth; and he prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass away from him. [36] And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible to thee: take away this cup from me; but not what *I* will, but what *thou* [wilt]. [37] And he comes and finds them sleeping. And he says to Peter, Simon, dost thou sleep? Hast thou not been able to watch one hour? [38] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. The spirit indeed [is] willing, but the flesh weak. [39] And going away, he prayed again, saying the same thing. [40] And returning, he found them again sleeping, for their eyes were heavy; and they knew not what they should answer him. [41] And he comes the third time and says to them, Sleep on now, and take your rest. It is enough; the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is delivered up into the hands of sinners. [42] Arise, let us go; behold, he that delivers me up has drawn nigh. [43] And immediately, while he was yet speaking, Judas comes up, [being] one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd, with swords and sticks, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. …

Mark 14:32-65 (JND) [32] And they come to a place of which the name [is] Gethsemane, and he says to his disciples, Sit here while I shall pray. [33] And he takes with him Peter and James and John, and he began to be amazed and oppressed in spirit. [34] And he says to them, My soul is full of grief even unto death; abide here and watch. [35] And, going forward a little, he fell upon the earth; and he prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass away from him. [36] And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible to thee: take away this cup from me; but not what *I* will, but what *thou* [wilt]. [37] And he comes and finds them sleeping. And he says to Peter, Simon, dost thou sleep? Hast thou not been able to watch one hour? [38] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. The spirit indeed [is] willing, but the flesh weak. [39] And going away, he prayed again, saying the same thing. [40] And returning, he found them again sleeping, for their eyes were heavy; and they knew not what they should answer him. [41] And he comes the third time and says to them, Sleep on now, and take your rest. It is enough; the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is delivered up into the hands of sinners. [42] Arise, let us go; behold, he that delivers me up has drawn nigh. [43] And immediately, while he was yet speaking, Judas comes up, [being] one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd, with swords and sticks, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. …

Mark 15:1-39 (JND) [1] And immediately in the morning the chief priests, having taken counsel with the elders and scribes and the whole sanhedrim, bound Jesus and carried [him] away, and delivered [him] up to Pilate. [2] And Pilate asked him, Art *thou* the King of the Jews? And he answered and said to him, *Thou* sayest. [3] And the chief priests accused him urgently. [4] And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? See of how many things they bear witness against thee. [5] But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marvelled. [6] But at [the] feast he released to them one prisoner, whomsoever they begged [of him]. [7] Now there was the [person] named Barabbas bound with those who had made insurrection with [him], [and] that had committed murder in the insurrection. [8] And the crowd crying out began to beg [that he would do] to them as he had always done. [9] But Pilate answered them saying, Will ye that I release to you the King of the Jews? [10] for he knew that the chief priests had delivered him up through envy. [11] But the chief priests stirred up the crowd that he might rather release Barabbas to them. [12] And Pilate answering said to them again, What will ye then that I do [to him] whom ye call King of the Jews? …

Mark 15:1-39 (JND) [1] And immediately in the morning the chief priests, having taken counsel with the elders and scribes and the whole sanhedrim, bound Jesus and carried [him] away, and delivered [him] up to Pilate. [2] And Pilate asked him, Art *thou* the King of the Jews? And he answered and said to him, *Thou* sayest. [3] And the chief priests accused him urgently. [4] And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? See of how many things they bear witness against thee. [5] But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marvelled. [6] But at [the] feast he released to them one prisoner, whomsoever they begged [of him]. [7] Now there was the [person] named Barabbas bound with those who had made insurrection with [him], [and] that had committed murder in the insurrection. [8] And the crowd crying out began to beg [that he would do] to them as he had always done. [9] But Pilate answered them saying, Will ye that I release to you the King of the Jews? [10] for he knew that the chief priests had delivered him up through envy. [11] But the chief priests stirred up the crowd that he might rather release Barabbas to them. [12] And Pilate answering said to them again, What will ye then that I do [to him] whom ye call King of the Jews? …

Psalms 90:2 (JND) [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God.

1 Thessalonians 5:2 (JND) [2] for ye know perfectly well yourselves, that the day of [the] Lord so comes as a thief by night.

Philippians 2:7-8 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Isaiah 53:4 (JND) [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Isaiah 53:9 (JND) [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth.



Preaching of the Gospel, Maidstone

Now in the second period of three hours, from the third hour to the sixth hour, Jesus hung there crucified upon the cross.  What did He endure in those three hours?  No doubt He endured immense physical suffering.  The gospel writers do not speak of that, but it must have been the case.  What these three hours do bring out was that He also experienced the hatred and malice of men.  The passers-by reviled Him.  In this gospel, the writer records that even the malefactors on either side of Jesus reproached Him.  There was no one there to comfort, no one to support Him.  He looked for comforters and He found none (Ps.69:20).  Think of what it must have meant to the Lord Jesus, a real Man, that there was no one to comfort Him.  All were opposed to Him; “he was reckoned with the lawless”.  That was the place in which the Lord of glory was publicly on the cross before men.  What a spectacle it was.  In these three hours the sun was shining; persons passed by and they would have seen Him.  It was a public thing for all to see when the Lord Jesus “was reckoned with the lawless”.  What shame attached to the cross.  The Lord of glory, the holy One, about whom it could be stated unequivocally “in him sin is not” (1 John 3:5), and “who did no sin”, (1 Pet.2:22), He “endured the cross, having despised the shame”, Heb.12:2.  These statements of Scripture set out for us the absolute and holy perfection of the Man who was there, the Lord Jesus.  How much He endured during these first three hours upon the cross!  What they must have meant to Him. 

But then there were His final three hours on the cross, from the sixth to the ninth hour, when the whole  land was clothed in darkness.  Why was that?  Because in those three hours before He delivered up His spirit to His Father, the Lord Jesus became the Sin-bearer.  He faced God as to the matter of sin and sins.  “Him who knew not sin”, the scripture says, God “has made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.  Can you say, ‘for me’, dear friend – that He was 

made sin for you?  He was for me.  What does that mean?  It means that the Lord Jesus, the One who was without sin, was made the very thing, sin, that lies at the root of my sinful, fallen nature, and yours too, dear friend, and bore and exhausted God’s holy wrath in relation to it.  Think of that.  The hymn writer puts it: 

‘The judgment of sin was His burden’       (Hymn 53).

Sin, that evil root of all that is against God, was judged there by God Himself. It has been dealt with in totality and will never need addressing again.  No one could see what transpired in those three hours between God and that blessed Man, the Lord Jesus.  He was the only Man who could face God in relation to sin.  He could do so because He was entirely free of it, free of any taint of it.  It has often been said if God was to pour out His judgment upon you and me in relation to what we are, we would be consumed in a moment – such is the wrath of God, such is the awfulness of sin in His sight.  But there was One Man there who in those three hours was able to sustain the judgment, not for one hour or two but three hours, and during that time He bore and exhausted the awful wrath of God against sin itself.  

Now the Lord Jesus not only resolved the whole matter of sin before God but He bore in His body the sins of all those who believe on Him, and faced and exhausted God’s judgment in relation to them, as Peter wrote, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  I trust that you are amongst those who can say that.  The work of the Lord Jesus is available and sufficient to clear before God the sins of all who have faith in the Saviour,  the One now in glory, and faith in His precious shed   blood, for the scripture says that He gave Himself “a ransom for all”, 1 Tim.2:6.  The work of Jesus is entirely sufficient to meet the whole question of your sinful state and history, and He Himself, as now risen and glorified “is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but  also for the whole world”, 1 John 2:2.  How clear the Scriptures are.  If you have not put your faith in Him and in His precious blood that was shed at Calvary, I would urge you to do so now.  That work of Jesus is sufficient to meet every sin that might trouble you.  You may not even remember some of your sins, but if you have not accepted Christ, then every sin of yours stands against you before a holy God.  But for God, the work of Jesus, including the shedding of His precious blood, is sufficient to atone for all your sins and to cleanse you from any trace of them.  If you put your faith in the Saviour, the Lord Jesus, God includes you in “their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more” Heb.8:12.  What a wonderful work!

How immense was what Jesus endured in those three hours.  He bore the judgment of God against sin and exhausted it, and in His body He bore the sins of all who believe on Him.  In bearing the judgment, He cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  The Lord Jesus, a blessed Man, was forsaken by God.  As the Sin-bearer, He had to be forsaken by God.  For the judgment to be borne and exhausted, God turned away from that One who had ever pleased Him and executed His full judgment upon Him.  That was the only way in which the whole matter of sin and sins could be resolved righteously before a Holy God.  There was only one Man who was able to do it, and in order that it might be so, God had to forsake Him.  What it must have meant to God to forsake this blessed One.  Jesus experienced the awfulness of that forsaking in order that God’s great thoughts might be secured.  Those great thoughts involve your blessing and mine and the securing of us for God’s pleasure and service.  How wonderful that is.  The Lord Jesus went through all of this and He went through it alone, as the hymn writer says:

‘None could follow there, blest Saviour,

   When thou didst for sins atone’      (Hymn 298).

Sins were borne, and the whole principle of sin itself was judged there in those three hours.  Having completed that, the Lord Jesus died and His precious blood was shed so that believers on Him might be cleansed of all unrighteousness and redeemed to God for His pleasure and service.  He delivered up His spirit to His Father, the communion that was interrupted during those awful three hours having been restored.  No one took His life from Him.  Men might have thought that Jesus died because of what they did to Him, but no one took His life from Him; He laid it down of Himself.  In His death, that sinful order of man, commencing with Adam, was vicariously ended by Jesus for ever in the sight of God. 

Now, thank God, Jesus has taken His life anew.  I did not read of that, but it is a wonderful matter.  The Lord Jesus was in the grave three days and three nights.  He lay in the stillness of death, and after three days He rose, the living One; He took His life anew.  A glorious Man, He is now enthroned in glory above, the great accomplisher of all that is for God’s pleasure, the One in whom all God’s thoughts are centred, and available to sinners as the Saviour.

That was what was in my heart to speak of, dear friends.  I trust there may be profit for us all in the consideration of these periods of time related to the closing hours in the life of our Lord Jesus in flesh and blood conditions here.  What a wonderful Saviour He is!  May He be magnified in our hearts, for His name’s sake.

 


17 October 2021

 

 

Mark Webster




Scripture references

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Hebrews 8:12 (JND) [12] Because I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.



THE FRUIT OF PRESSURE






Psalm 4:1;  1 Samuel 30:4-8,18-26;  2 Samuel 23:13-17

I thought, beloved, to say a little about this statement in the middle of the first verse that we read: “in pressure thou hast enlarged me”.  There are so many references like this in the Psalms; how precious they are!  I want to speak of David and how he, as typical of a believer, had such experiences.  I think that, as a man, God’s work in him grew as a result of the experiences which he had with God, experiences of pressure without necessarily seeing the result immediately.  But think of the way in which David was introduced.  We get the reference to him as a youth when the lion and the bear attacked his flock and he had to protect the flock (1 Sam.17:34-36).  What pressure that would have meant for him, and doubtless he gained experience from it.  

Before I turn to the two illustrations that I have in mind, I just call attention to the first thing in the heading; ‘To the chief Musician’.  Such a psalm is in principle for the heart of Christ, it represents what is for God, and it is the experience of David.  Then the heading says, ‘On stringed instruments’.  That might speak of discipline which comes in, that the strings may be further tuned, and so we must never forget that the heading of this psalm was ‘upon stringed instruments’.  

I would also call attention to the way in which the psalm begins; “When I call, answer me, O God of my righteousness…”.  The footnote to the word “call” there  is helpful: ‘it is abstract, ‘in my calling’’, as though David did not have a particular event in mind here, but it was characteristic of him that he would call on God.  He was a man who characteristically called on God, and looked to God for an answer.  If we call, is what we ask for suitable for God to answer?  Yes, He will answer, He is ready to answer, even  when  we may fall  short:  “answer 

me, O God of my righteousness”.  To be established in righteousness involves what God has done.  “O God of my righteousness: in pressure thou hast enlarged me”.  

The other scriptures describe two examples of pressure that David came under.  In the few verses I have read in 1 Samuel, we can immediately see that they describe a time of pressure on David from without; the enemy had taken his wives, taken the people’s wives and their sons and their daughters.  The city was burnt; what pressure there was from without, we might say, from what the enemy had done.  But then, there was also the pressure from within, from the men who were with him.  David was greatly distressed; it shows the feelings he had as under pressure, “for the people spoke of stoning him; for the soul of all the people was embittered, every man because of his sons and because of his daughters”.  But David was one who knew what it was to say, ‘In my calling, O God of my righteousness, hear me’.  He “strengthened himself in Jehovah his God”, the God he knew.  He did not turn as a first resource to any other than the One who was his God.  

You wonder how many times in his life David must have strengthened himself in Jehovah his God.  It comes as a challenge to me as to what I know of this; how characteristic is it of me to strengthen myself in God?  David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God, and his voice would have been uplifted in regard to approach to God.  He said, “Bring near to me, I pray thee, the ephod. … And David inquired of Jehovah, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them?”.  Oh beloved, maybe in times of pressure when we should most turn to God, we may be overwhelmed by our own affairs, but David was not overwhelmed.  He turned to God to ask, and here God gave him an immediate answer.

 


Scripture references

Psalms 4:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm of David.} When I call, answer me, O God of my righteousness: in pressure thou hast enlarged me; be gracious unto me, and hear my prayer.

1 Samuel 30:4-26 (JND) [4] Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep. [5] And David's two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jizreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. [6] And David was greatly distressed; for the people spoke of stoning him; for the soul of all the people was embittered, every man because of his sons and because of his daughters; but David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God. [7] And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, Bring near to me, I pray thee, the ephod. And Abiathar brought the ephod near to David. [8] And David inquired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them? And he said to him, Pursue; for thou shalt assuredly overtake [them] and shalt certainly recover. [9] So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and they came to the torrent Besor; and those that were left stayed behind. [10] And David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were too exhausted to go over the torrent Besor. [11] And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave him bread, and he ate; and they gave him water to drink, [12] and gave him a piece of fig-cake and two raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit came again to him; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and three nights. [13] And David said to him, To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou? And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me, because three days ago I fell sick. [14] We made a raid against the south of the Cherethites, and against what [belongs] to Judah, and against the south of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire. [15] And David said to him, Canst thou bring me down to this troop? And he said, Swear to me by God, that thou wilt neither put me to death nor deliver me up into the hand of my master, and I will bring thee down to this troop. …

1 Samuel 30:4-26 (JND) [4] Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep. [5] And David's two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jizreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. [6] And David was greatly distressed; for the people spoke of stoning him; for the soul of all the people was embittered, every man because of his sons and because of his daughters; but David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God. [7] And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, Bring near to me, I pray thee, the ephod. And Abiathar brought the ephod near to David. [8] And David inquired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them? And he said to him, Pursue; for thou shalt assuredly overtake [them] and shalt certainly recover. [9] So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and they came to the torrent Besor; and those that were left stayed behind. [10] And David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were too exhausted to go over the torrent Besor. [11] And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave him bread, and he ate; and they gave him water to drink, [12] and gave him a piece of fig-cake and two raisin-cakes, and he ate, and his spirit came again to him; for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, for three days and three nights. [13] And David said to him, To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou? And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me, because three days ago I fell sick. [14] We made a raid against the south of the Cherethites, and against what [belongs] to Judah, and against the south of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire. [15] And David said to him, Canst thou bring me down to this troop? And he said, Swear to me by God, that thou wilt neither put me to death nor deliver me up into the hand of my master, and I will bring thee down to this troop. …

2 Samuel 23:13-17 (JND) [13] And three of the thirty chiefs went down, and came to David in the harvest time to the cave of Adullam, when the troop of the Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim. [14] And David was then in the stronghold; and the Philistines' garrison was then at Bethlehem. [15] And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate! [16] And the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; however he would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah. [17] And he said, Be it far from me, Jehovah, that I should do this thing! is it not the blood of the men that went at the risk of their lives? Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three mighty men.

1 Samuel 17:34-36 (JND) [34] And David said to Saul, Thy servant fed his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and also a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock. [35] And I went after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth; and when he arose against me, I seized him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. [36] Thy servant smote both the lion and the bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God.

1 Samuel 17:34-36 (JND) [34] And David said to Saul, Thy servant fed his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and also a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock. [35] And I went after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth; and when he arose against me, I seized him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. [36] Thy servant smote both the lion and the bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God.



Given in a meeting for ministry, St Ives

So David and his men recovered all; they secured more than they had lost and they now had spoil from the enemy that had attacked them.  I think that is a feature of enlargement; they obtained more than they had before, but that was not the end of the enlargement.  We see what happened next.  These men of Belial said that there was to be no share of the spoil for those who had been too exhausted to follow with them, but there was something established in Israel as a result of David’s having gone through this pressure.  The enlargement was not only a matter as to the spoil, great though that was, but there was a new ordinance for Israel established after this experience.  “For as his share is that goes down to the battle, so shall his share be that abides by the baggage: they shall share alike”.  David can say that.  If those who had been exhausted had not looked after the baggage, the baggage might have been taken.  So he made an ordinance for Israel, an ordinance for the whole nation, something established by David as having experienced enlargement.  What intense pressure had been on them, and now what enlargement there is.  

And it does not stop with the spoil – it is not that the wealth of the spoil was kept only by those who went with David and the men who looked after the baggage.  He “sent of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, Behold a present for you of the spoil of the enemies of Jehovah”.  It was what God had given him from the enemies of Jehovah – he distributed it to others.  The spoil was distributed widely; what a result in that way from a man who knew what it was to be with God in a time of pressure.  The enlargement was for David, but he was such a man that the increase of what God had provided for them was distributed to the benefit of others as well.

I turn to the second book of Samuel, and here it is the other way about.  In the first book of Samuel,  there was what was extra, as it were, that benefited others.  But this well-known passage describes when David was in the stronghold, when these three mighty men “went down, and came to David in the harvest time to the cave of Adullam”.  I am not saying anything against them being there; it was, as it says here, in the stronghold.  David was then in the stronghold – a good place to be, a protected place, but still, it did not give David full liberty to proceed in what God would have him to do.  He was restricted in that way.  He accepted that limitation, there was pressure in that way, and yet David was protecting those who had come to him.  We read about those gathering around him in the cave in 1 Samuel 22; it says, “And the prophet Gad said to David, Abide not in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah.  Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth” (v.5).  In due time, God told David to move, but at this point he was restricted and he was feeling it.  He was feeling the departure of Jonathan, one he knew so well.  

And then David thought of Bethlehem.  I do not want to speak on the natural line of where he was brought up, but as a man who was with God, even as a youth, David would have known what God had provided for him in Bethlehem.  He would have known the well in the gate.  Just think a little of that well and where it was in Bethlehem, the “well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate!”.  We sometimes speak of the gate as representing administration, but I would like to speak of it simply as a well that was there at the entrance to Bethlehem, near the entrance.  

If you were going out of Bethlehem on a journey, whether you had been a visitor there, or whether you belonged there, you could draw that water, draw something that speaks of the Spirit, the resources that were there to set you on in your journey.  If you had just come  to  Bethlehem  on  a  journey,  what  supplies  there 

would have been for you.  David would have valued that well; he longed to have some of that water.  I suppose from the experience of his youth, he knew that there was something special about it and he desired to have some of it.  We know the story of those who were moved by his longing, and they brought him some of that water.

So here David was, feeling the pressure, not being able to go about in a general way, and not able to go to that well.  He knew that it was a fine resource which God had provided, and the men brought of it.  What an answer to David’s longings!  “In pressure thou hast enlarged me”.  This thought then comes to David; ‘This water is not for me, it is for God’.  This was not a formal sacrifice, it was not according to the prescriptions in Leviticus: this was a pouring out.  He “poured it out to Jehovah”.  

Beloved, if I see someone who has been able to help me, as these men had in bringing this water, if I have gone through testing and someone has helped me, it is not only a matter of thanking the person who helped me, but have I become enlarged so that the profit I have received as a result yields for God Himself?  David says, “Be it far from me, Jehovah, that I should do this thing!  Is it not the blood of the men that went at the risk of their lives?  Therefore he would not drink it”.  He had been brought in his love to see the value of having such men, and appreciate the risk they had taken.  He appreciated all that, and the final thing was that he offered it to God Himself; he “poured it out to Jehovah”.  It was all poured out; it was not that David drank some and poured out some, but it was all for God.  

In 1 Samuel, it was what David, having known the pressure, had recovered and then distributed to his friends and to all Israel, and in this scripture, it is the other way about; it is what others obtained for David, and what God received from him.  

May we all find something for ourselves from what has been said, for the Lord’s name’s sake.


23 November 2021

 

 

A John E Temple


Scripture references

1 Samuel 22 (JND) [1] And David departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And his brethren and all his father's house heard [it], and they went down thither to him. [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men. [3] And David went thence to Mizpeh in Moab, and said to the king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth amongst you, till I know what God will do for me. …



FEAR NOT


Fear not, my soul, the darkness all around thee,

Just fix your eyes on Him who is the light;

He trod the path that ended in the glory.

Jesus will guide thee through this dreary night.

 

Fear not this scene full of abominations,

This world is overcome by Him who died,

Who now is crowned in wondrous exaltation,

Where love and light and glory all reside.

 

Bear in thy heart the church’s sad departure,

When Jesus standeth knocking on the door,

Soon He will judge in righteous, just displeasure

But have His bride all glorious evermore.

 

Now see my soul the Lord triumphant reigneth,

And evil flee’eth from before His eyes

His glory everywhere unhindered shineth

And peace across the universe now lies.

 

Join the refrain proclaiming He is worthy

That every knee before His name should bow,

For He is worthy of all praise and glory

In both the coming day and also now.

 

But hearken to the ceaseless praises rising,

Unto the Lamb seated upon the throne,

From gladsome hearts His worthiness proclaiming,

His greatness the whole universe doth own.

 

Behold the city gloriously descending,

God’s glory filling it with radiant light,

And all is suited to His own blest dwelling,

Eternally for His own blest delight.

 

Behold thy God in majesty and glory,

Sins challenge met in lowliness yet power,

Th’assembly formed in glory, bright, and holy,

Our blessed God, as all in all, we bow.
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Notes


	[←1]
	 Footnote ‘d’: ‘Or ‘be humbled’; also ‘vigilant’, ‘watch’ and ‘resist’ refer to characters to be won’




	[←2]
	 The branch of knowledge that deals with the origin of the universe, especially the solar system.
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