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POTENTIAL IN THE COMING GENERATION

W. Dickson 

2 Samuel 19: 37–43; 1 Kings 19: 19–21; 2 Kings 9: 1–10 

It has been a matter of thought, and conversation also, amongst the brethren as to the potentiality of the coming generation. We were speaking of the mysterious character of the work of God, and it is quite reviving to ponder what God may be working out, what He may be promoting secretly, in the hearts of our younger brethren. The scripture in Ecclesiastes speaks about the bones forming in the womb of her that is with child (see Ecclesiastes 11: 5), such being the work of God, a secret thing. But the day comes when something comes to light of a formed character, a man-child, able to take his place in the testimony (see John 16: 21). 

I want to speak of these three young men in the passages read. Each of them had a secret history, and the day came when, almost suddenly, God called them into His work and His service. It appears that God was watching, watching their progress. He was tracing with the divine eye what was going on, and when the situation arose that He needed a young man for a particular juncture of the testimony, he was there and God took him up immediately, and in taking him up what came to light was that the young man had definite spiritual formation. 

Our thoughts turn in that relation to Chimham, as set against the weakness and indefiniteness of Barzillai. Barzillai felt the call of David to go over to the heavenly land was more than he could undertake, but he said, “But behold thy servant Chimham—let him go over with my lord the king”. If there is an inability through weariness or weakness to go over, a Chimham (this is the only time he is mentioned in the Scriptures) comes on to our view all at once. The alacrity with which Chimham went with David is quite interesting. He did not say, ‘I am attached to Barzillai; I am fully furnished in Barzillai’s house and I think I will have to give this matter a little consideration’. He did not say that. O, beloved young people, when the heavenly land beckons, you want to go at once; be like Chimham and let Christ take you over at once. You would be far better off with the true David on the other side of the Jordan than in Barzillai’s household. 

Then it says, “And the king went on to Gilgal ...”. Chimham might have said, ‘I had not expected this. I thought it would be a straight journey to Jerusalem, right straight to Jerusalem not via Gilgal’. We have to learn that if we are going with Christ the man after the flesh has to go. In that sphere of things over Jordan where Christ is supreme there is no place for the flesh, no place for the man after the flesh. What Chimham faced at Gilgal would enable him to get clear of his attachment to Barzillai’s house, but it also prepared him for the next test. 

This test was an even stronger one to face than the first one, and what he found was this, that the brethren were divided (2 Samuel 19: 41–43). He had not expected this. Chimham loved David, but it must have been a test to him that the tribes were quarrelling as to whom David belonged. Did he turn back? No, he did not turn back. Chimham went on, he went on with David and he reached Jerusalem, typically he reached the height of the purpose of God in affection for Christ. I would say to younger brethren. Follow Christ; get a bond of attachment to Christ. While Barzillai called attention to him, I think Chimham had a bond of attachment to David, and in that way he stood the test of Gilgal and he stood the test of the divided conditions amongst the brethren. Have we all the moral stamina to go on despite the divided conditions that might exist? What will help you to go on? Love for Christ, love for the truth, love for the testimony, love for the brethren; all that will help you to go on to Jerusalem. 

Now, as to Elisha. This scripture was referred to last night and I was impressed with the sudden nature of Elisha’s call. He was ploughing with twelve yokes before him, and he was with the twelfth. I think that had some bearing on the secret history which we have referred to. He was a diligent man, and we will not get very far without diligence. We have, to use a word, to ‘go in for things’, to go in wholeheartedly for the things of God. Elisha was a skilled man; he was skilled in the manipulation of things; he was efficient. We should not dread that word ‘efficiency’; “Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2: 15)—that is efficiency. Elisha was a workman, and he was able in due course to cut in a straight line the word of truth. Now it says in verse 21, “And he (Elijah) said to him, Go back again; for what have I done to thee? And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them ...” (1 Kings 19: 21). What this scripture brings out, beloved brethren, is that if the Lord lays His hand on you in service, your immediate sphere of responsibility is your first charge. 

There is no promotion into the wider area of prophetic service without the diligence that stands related to the immediate area of your local meeting. 

Elisha took the implements of the oxen and he killed the oxen and boiled their flesh and gave it to the people. He served in grace in the immediate sphere in which he was. 

Beloved young brethren, your local company is the great sphere of education. It is so for all of us, old or young. We go back home, those of us who serve a little, and we will have to merge with our brethren, our local meeting. The local brethren have got to be fed. That is what Elisha did, he fed them with boiled flesh. Typically, Christ was made available, made available locally in the way of food for His people. He was a skilful man, and he knew that to make this food available he had to boil it. He made the truth of the death of Christ available so as to be assimilated amongst the brethren. There is a lot of food amongst us. I sometimes wonder if it is assimilated enough. The priest got the jawbone, he masticated. He would leave such gatherings and he would say, ‘Well, I have to chew this over. I have got to get the gain of this in the way of spiritual appropriation’. 

I turn to this other young man in 2 Kings 9. This is one of the most remarkable passages in Scripture, in fact, it is unique. Elisha called one of the sons of the prophets. Now, there were many; at one stage in the Scriptures it says there were fifty of them, fifty sons of the prophets. 

There must have been a few hundred in circulation at this time, yet Elisha took one of them. 

Now, how did he know which one to take? He must have known something about that young man and that there was some reliability with him, that there was some stamina in a spiritual sense, because this message with which he was entrusted was a very heavy message. I can imagine this young man saying, ‘Well, I do not think I am able for this. This is 

a very heavy message you are asking me to take and I do not feel able for it’. The Lord will give you grace for anything that He wants you to do. He will furnish you. You need not say you are not able for it. This young man did not decline, he went, taking the message. What comes out was that he said more to Jehu than he was instructed to say, and yet what he said was the truth. Now what I want to bring out of that is that this young man must have been listening; as we would say, he had been listening in the meetings. He had heard the history of things. He was not idling or casual; he must have been listening, and he knew that there was more to Elisha’s message than Elisha had told him. He possibly remembered what Elijah had been told in regard to this very matter, so he went in and delivered his message. 

But Elisha says, “Open the door, and flee, and tarry not”. Why was that? Elisha saw the danger. He saw that young man going to Jehu with a message like that, ‘Jehu, you are going to be anointed king’, and all the implications of it. What an opportunity for exaltation at the hands of Jehu. So Elisha said, “Open the door, and flee, and tarry not”. It is like a young brother sitting in the ministry meeting, feeling the word burning inside him, and would like to give it. The Lord would have you give it, but after, “Open the door, and flee, and tarry not”. 

Get up, give your message, and flee. ‘Flee, you say, ‘What do you mean by that?’ Do not wait for the compliments. Do not wait for what will damage you. That is the way to progress in prophetic speaking. Get the message from the Lord, give it as from the Lord, and get out of sight. The testimony calls for prophets! We need prophets today, men that can deliver the message, shut the door, and flee. They do not wait for the compliments. 

I do trust that these passages will show you how God can suddenly lay His hands on a young person with a secret history and make him very effective in the testimony at a time of need. 

May we know it! for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Address at Grimsby
18 September 1982 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 19:37-43 (JND) [37] Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, by the grave of my father and of my mother. But behold thy servant Chimham: let him go over with my lord the king; and do to him what seems good to thee. [38] And the king said, Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do to him that which seems good to thee; and whatsoever thou shalt require of me, that will I do for thee. [39] And all the people went over the Jordan; and the king went over; and the king kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and he returned to his own place. [40] And the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him; and all the people of Judah conducted the king, and also half the people of Israel. [41] And behold, all the men of Israel came to the king, and said to the king, Why have our brethren the men of Judah stolen thee away, and have brought the king, and his household, and all David's men with him, over the Jordan? [42] And all the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, Because the king is near of kin to me; and why then are ye angry for this matter? have we eaten anything which came from the king, or has he given us any present? [43] And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah and said, I have ten parts in the king and I have also more right in David than thou; and why didst thou slight me? and was not my advice the first, to bring back my king? And the words of the men of Judah were harsher than the words of the men of Israel.

1 Kings 19:19-21 (JND) [19] And he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was ploughing [with] twelve yokes before him, and he with the twelfth; and Elijah went over to him, and cast his mantle on him. [20] And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and I will follow thee. And he said to him, Go back again; for what have I done to thee? [21] And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate. And he arose and went after Elijah, and ministered to him.

2 Kings 9:1-10 (JND) [1] And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him, Gird up thy loins, and take this vial of oil in thy hand, and go to Ramoth-Gilead. [2] And when thou art come thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him rise up from among his brethren, and bring him to an inner chamber; [3] then take the vial of oil, and pour it on his head and say, Thus saith Jehovah: I have anointed thee king over Israel; and open the door, and flee, and tarry not. [4] And the young man, the young prophet, went to Ramoth-Gilead. [5] And when he came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting. And he said, I have an errand to thee, captain. And Jehu said, To which of all of us? And he said, To thee, captain. [6] And he rose up and went into the house; and he poured the oil on his head, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I have anointed thee king over the people of Jehovah, over Israel. [7] And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master; and I will avenge the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of Jehovah at the hand of Jezebel. [8] And the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off from Ahab every male, and him that is shut up and left in Israel. [9] And I will make the house of Ahab as the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and as the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. [10] And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the plot of Jizreel, and none shall bury her. And he opened the door and fled.

Ecclesiastes 11:5 (JND) [5] As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, how the bones [grow] in the womb of her that is with child, even so thou knowest not the work of God who maketh all.

John 16:21 (JND) [21] A woman, when she gives birth to a child, has grief because her hour has come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world.

2 Samuel 19:41-43 (JND) [41] And behold, all the men of Israel came to the king, and said to the king, Why have our brethren the men of Judah stolen thee away, and have brought the king, and his household, and all David's men with him, over the Jordan? [42] And all the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, Because the king is near of kin to me; and why then are ye angry for this matter? have we eaten anything which came from the king, or has he given us any present? [43] And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah and said, I have ten parts in the king and I have also more right in David than thou; and why didst thou slight me? and was not my advice the first, to bring back my king? And the words of the men of Judah were harsher than the words of the men of Israel.

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.

1 Kings 19:21 (JND) [21] And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate. And he arose and went after Elijah, and ministered to him.

2 Kings 9 (JND) [1] And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him, Gird up thy loins, and take this vial of oil in thy hand, and go to Ramoth-Gilead. [2] And when thou art come thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him rise up from among his brethren, and bring him to an inner chamber; [3] then take the vial of oil, and pour it on his head and say, Thus saith Jehovah: I have anointed thee king over Israel; and open the door, and flee, and tarry not. …



THE MAN OF GOD

W. Schubert 

1 Timothy 6: 11–16 

I would like, with the Lord’s help, to say a few words on this thought of the “man of God”. 

This expression has been misused in the past but it remains. Mr. Taylor once said as to this that it is not a matter of gift but of faithfulness, and it is within the reach of each one of us. In the German translation it is not the masculine, “man of God”, it is more ‘mankind’, so it would include both brothers and sisters. The masculine is used in the German in the Old Testament, where we get distinctive persons such as Moses the man of God. David, and the prophets, and some unnamed. 

I feel we need encouragement as to this feature, the “man of God”. The world has its own men; it builds up its men and will finally end in the man of sin. But God has His own men, and we should all be amongst them, and should feel arrested by this word, each one of us. It is wonderful that God has His own way to reach His thoughts and to maintain them. We get in this part of Scripture the thought of the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is the end; not the rapture, but His appearing, and that should be more upon our hearts. We think much of the rapture, and it is a very, very blessed matter, but His appearing, I think, is greater, because He will be vindicated, the One whom we love. We wait for this great moment, and He waits for this; not only His coming for us but His coming with the assembly. What a great day! So men of God have this in mind. 

The first thing that the man of God shows in these verses is that he is able to flee. He is not a coward, but he is able to flee; that is a feature of the man of God. We should not flee from the devil—it says, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4: 7); he is a coward. But the man of God flees some things; he does not touch a certain area that men of the world are occupied with. It speaks here of the great power of money, the love of money, and other things. In the second epistle we again get encouragement to flee, “But youthful lusts flee”, 2 

Timothy 2: 22. Do not waste time in talking about such matters or in being occupied with the things that the world is occupied with, but flee. Joseph is a good example in Genesis 39; he fled; he had power to flee; that is true power. 

“But thou, O man of God”; it is personal here to Timothy, but Scripture allows us to apply it to each one of us. We are spoken to in a personal way. The expression “the man of God” in the second epistle is more general. He gets every thought and every help from the word of God, “that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work”, 2 Timothy 3: 17. So it is good for us to see that the thought of “man of God” in the first epistle, which relates to an unbroken condition of things (Timothy remained in Ephesus), is also found in the second epistle, where publicly things are as they are now. We should each ask ourselves. Are we in this category, this condition? Are we those who flee, or are we bound up with the world’s condition, the character of life in this world, the outlook of people in this world? I would encourage each one to consider this scripture and keep to this word, to “flee”—flee as far as you can. God has another realm for us; His thought for us is that we are to be in His testimony, that we are here for Him, and that we represent Him. I think a man of God is one who represents God. All His work and all His skill, all that He has taught us, should come out in us and we should thus represent Him. What a fine thing it is that in this country, and other countries, there are men of God, and we can discern them; we find them because they have certain features. 

The man of God is not only to “flee”, he is also marked by spiritual energy. He is able to flee, but he has a lot of other things to do. He has to pursue, he has to strive, he has to lay hold, and he has to confess. But we can only do these things when we flee from the wrong things. 

The first thing to pursue is righteousness. I think verse 11 is really the equipment of the man of God which enables him to be here for God. He is to pursue righteousness, that is the first thing; he has strength for it. In a world of unrighteousness and lawlessness we have to pursue righteousness day by day. It is not a matter done once for all; it is an exercise day by day; then it is also a matter in which we are supported by God; He loves righteousness. How pleased He is when He finds that we pursue righteousness. The second thing to pursue is piety. It is not like the second epistle where we get righteousness first, then faith, love, and peace (2 Timothy 2: 22); it is a little different here. The man of God is to have a personal link with the Lord. He is not governed by others; he would not be wilful, or do things independently. What we need is to get things individually, and not be governed by our surroundings. We should be governed by the Lord, and get His personal valuation of matters. That is what marks a man of God. So piety is a great subject in this epistle, which brings before us practical things relating to our life here. So the first matter is righteousness and the second is piety; everything we do, we should be able to bring God into. Anything that is doubtful as to whether you can bring God into it you had better stop and leave it. When we start our life at school, and so on, let us look to piety. 

It is not that we pursue only one thing, there are six features we have to pursue, and the man of God is marked by this—he pursues. I think we have to come back to piety. We are so accustomed to the things around us that many of us have lost it. When you meet brethren in some isolated places you are impressed by their piety. But why should we not all be marked by this? Have we, who have so many privileges, more brethren, more meetings, lost this feature of piety? I would encourage all of us, but in particular the younger brethren, to look into this matter and to begin early in your life with piety. How sad it would be if you left it until you got older to come round to the Lord’s thoughts, to come round to this great matter of piety, and had to admit to your children that you started Christian life without piety. 

We have to stop certain things, brethren. I think one thing that is shocking brethren in many places is some of the weddings among us, which do not express piety. It is not righteousness either. Righteousness is not only that we pay for our needed things, but that we are righteous in relation 

to God. We have to stop a certain line of things because it is not piety, not a feature of the man of God. Think how serious it is to start upon such an important part of your life without being able to bring God in. Do you think in John 2 the Lord Jesus would be at that marriage there if there was not piety, if there was not righteousness? You cannot bring the Lord into conditions which are not suitable to Him. Jesus was there at Cana and He provided wonderful joy. It says in the book of Revelation, “for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints” (Revelation 19: 7, 8). That is the clothing. We went to a wedding some time ago and a brother wrote in the invitation, ‘It will be in great simplicity, because of the absence of the Lord’—that is piety. Let us think about it, and let us give up what is unsuitable. Brethren who love the Lord Jesus Christ and who long for His appearing are much exercised as to these things, and it will not be for your gain if you go on with the world and the world’s habits. 

So piety is a great thing in this epistle. It says that men should lift up pious, or holy, hands (1 Timothy 2: 8). This links holiness with piety. Then women should be here as those making profession of the fear of God (1 Timothy 2: 10). How wonderful is the sphere where the Lord would have us! There is salvation in the assembly, but that is only if there are assembly features. It is not that we can take it for granted. There is no salvation if we allow these worldly customs; it will be disaster for us and for others. So the man of God has to pursue these things. Let us take courage afresh, dear brethren, to pursue these features, because we are here to witness for God, to give expression to what is in our hearts. 

The next thing to be pursued is “faith”. How we need this day by day! We are not so much tested in relation to what is eternal, but faith is tested in the daily things of life, and also in our assembly affairs. Let us not be discouraged. The enemy is surely against the saints and wants to weaken every locality, but a man of God pursues faith. Faith means that we believe that God is, and that He is a rewarder of them who seek Him out (Hebrews 11: 6). I am tested if a critical situation faces me. Have I faith that God is? Not that God was, or will be, but that He is; at this very moment He is. 

Then we have to pursue love. This is another great feature; it does not come in first here, but it has to be there anyway. We need love. If there is no love there is nothing of divine expression. Everything that we enjoy has come out of a realm of love. God is light, and God is love. This realm remains, and everything that comes to us from God comes from there, and we have to give expression to it. We are very much tested in this. 

Then endurance; do not give up. Things may become difficult; men will resist the truth, they may try to weaken a local position, but let us pursue endurance. God gives strength for it. 

Then there is “meekness of spirit”, that is what we have to pursue too. We do not have these features naturally, we have to pursue them. They have always to be before us as our object, and we are to get the gain of them. So the man of God is marked by meekness of spirit. He is not a fighter as men would see it. He is in meekness of spirit because he has such a rich background, such a rich inheritance, such rich resources, that he can be here and strive in meekness of spirit. That is a great thing; that is how the Lord Jesus was here. It says in the second epistle that a bondman of God acts in meekness—“in meekness setting right those who oppose (1 Timothy 2: 25); we should never act without this feature. 

Then the man of God has more things to be occupied with—“Strive earnestly in the good conflict of faith”. There is a combat going on, and we have to be earnestly in it. Then, “Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called”. It is wonderful what a sphere is open to the man of God—much more than anything the world could offer. We need to give thanks for this, but we shall not enjoy it without exercise. Eternal life is presented to us in many ways, but Paul says here, “Lay hold of eternal life”, as if we have to embrace things, to get on our feet and reach this wonderful sphere where we can enjoy eternal blessings, “to which thou hast been called”. 

Then Paul brings up the great matter of confession. He brings the Lord Jesus Himself before us as a great and wonderful example, “Christ Jesus who witnessed before Pontius Pilate the good confession”. Think of the blessed Lord, how He was there witnessing the good confession. He said that His kingdom is not of this world—what a confession! Our confession should be similar. Whatever we may bring before men, this should colour every confession—that His kingdom is not of this world. It means that there is a great sphere outside of this world, which we enjoy. Eternal life is not of this world; we enjoy it now, but it is an out-of-the-world condition of relationship with Him. What a joy! What great things! 

Think of men of old, how they confessed, how they witnessed. You think of Daniel; he is not mentioned literally as a man of God, but he was a man of God. How he confessed; what power he had, he and his friends; even the king had to come round and acknowledge the truth. 

I was thinking too of Jacob in Genesis 47; which is a chapter really of witness. Five sons of Jacob were set before Pharaoh and they witnessed that they were shepherds, yet shepherds were an abomination to the Egyptians. But they had been recovered to be men of God; they were shepherds, righteous, pious; they had all these features. Think of Jacob coming in to Pharaoh and giving witness. He came in to that great king, he an old man of a hundred and thirty years, always a shepherd, and wandering without any special abode; he came in before this great man, and when he came in he blessed, and when he went out he blessed. He was not even dismissed; it says, “Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from Pharaoh”. Jacob was superior; he was in great dignity; he is an example of a man of God; he had all these features—righteousness, piety, faith, love, and meekness of spirit through the exercises he had to go through in the discipline of God. But what dignity marked such persons—how they could bless! Paul said, as to his standing before the emperor, “That through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all those of the nations should hear”, 2 Timothy 4: 17. 

His attitude was one of blessing to the whole government of the Roman empire, he himself being in such dignity. When he was before Agrippa, who came in with all his greatness and pomp, this poor prisoner came up, but he was superior because he followed righteousness, piety, and all these features which mark a man of God. We should take courage from this, brethren. We need more power and strength, and we can find it if we keep this secret link with the Lord Jesus. We all know in our lives what hinders us from being marked as men of God. The Spirit shows each one, sister and brother, what is hindering, and He gives us at this time the power to judge it, to finish with the matters which hinder, and to go on in this bright and wonderful way. 

We look forward to “the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ”. What a day it will be when He appears; when He comes in all His glory and the saints with Him. Oh may the Lord help us and encourage us, that we may be among those who, as Paul says, “keep the commandment spotless, irreproachable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ”. It shows that Paul had in mind that there should never be a time when the commandment was not kept. It is not the law of Moses, it is “the commandment”, the divine word. All that governs the truth of the assembly, what governs our life, is included in “the commandment”. I think that for the apostle there was no question about the will of God; there was no discussion about it; nobody could take something away from it, or add something to it. It is like Genesis 1, God spoke and it stood. So now for us; if we want to be right in the presence of the Lord Jesus, we should accept what has come to us in Scripture, and the application of the Scripture in the good teaching. It should be for us the commandment, and we should keep it spotless, irreproachable until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. The few days which are left should be filled out by persons who are in spiritual energy, because the Holy Spirit would never have us to be lazy in divine things; He makes us alert and energetic; He is the source of a wonderful power. It is a wonderful thing if the brethren get encouraged to live in these things and to take them on in a full way, because the coming of the Lord is so near, and we shall be ashamed if we have neglected His things. 

Then as to the appearing of our Lord, there cannot be any doubt about it, because Paul brings in the greatness of God in relation to this. He speaks of the “blessed and only Ruler”, and of “the King of those that reign, and Lord of those that exercise lordship”. Whatever may appear on this earth, the God whom we know is superior and above it, and He is the source of everything for the believer. Have we any conception of the source we are linked with? We know God in revelation, but here it goes really beyond that; it shows that God is there in an absolute way, which no man can penetrate, “whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom be honour and eternal might. Amen”. Yet we worship this God. It is the same God who has revealed Himself, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the God who is among us here in the Spirit. 

God is among us and He would give us an impression of His greatness, and He would show us that there are resources available to us which are inexhaustible. The saints for two thousand years have drawn from these resources, and we can do so now. Do not speak only about the breakdown; it is a fact, but let us look to God; with Him there is no breakdown; there is every help available; the resources are still the same. Well, may the Lord help us; may He encourage us, and may it be the longing of each of our hearts to be among those who can be spoken of as being men of God. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Spaldwick
11 April 1987




Scripture references

1 Timothy 6:11-16 (JND) [11] But *thou*, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit. [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses. [13] I enjoin thee before God who preserves all things in life, and Christ Jesus who witnessed before Pontius Pilate the good confession, [14] that thou keep the commandment spotless, irreproachable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; [15] which in its own time the blessed and only Ruler shall shew, the King of those that reign, and Lord of those that exercise lordship; [16] who only has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom [be] honour and eternal might. Amen.

James 4:7 (JND) [7] Subject yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Genesis 39 (JND) [1] And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, a chamberlain of Pharaoh, the captain of the life-guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hand of the Ishmaelites who had brought him down thither. [2] And Jehovah was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. [3] And his master saw that Jehovah was with him, and that Jehovah made all that he did to prosper in his hand. …

2 Timothy 3:17 (JND) [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

Revelation 19:7-8 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

1 Timothy 2:8 (JND) [8] I will therefore that the men pray in every place, lifting up pious hands, without wrath or reasoning.

1 Timothy 2:10 (JND) [10] but, what becomes women making profession of the fear of God, by good works.

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Genesis 47 (JND) [1] And Joseph came and told Pharaoh and said, My father and my brethren, and their sheep and their cattle, and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and behold, they are in the land of Goshen. [2] And he took from the whole number of his brethren, five men, and set them before Pharaoh. [3] And Pharaoh said to his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said to Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we and our fathers. …

2 Timothy 4:17 (JND) [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …



GRACE





P. W. Hickmott 

John 1: 14–18; Titus 2: 11–14 

I wondered whether the Lord would deepen our appreciation of divine grace; of mercy too, of course, but grace. They are very close no doubt. Grace is not easy to define but I believe that what it is is known by us as we experience it and appreciate it. It has reached us in Jesus. What I was thinking about was the extent to which God has gone in grace. So this passage says, 

“grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”, but it also says, “for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace”. I think we could testify to that, that in our own experience it has been grace upon grace. It is expressed in Jesus. So as we look back over our history, whether our own personal history or the history of things as we have known them, what grows with me is the sense of the extent to which God has been prepared to go in grace to preserve His people, to preserve His testimony. I have thought about it a little lately. Think of the history of the times we have lived in, how it shows the extent of God’s grace. You could never say it was stretched to the limit because it is boundless. Scripture speaks of it as over-abounding and what a wonderful matter that is. Paul speaks of it as to himself—“But the grace of our Lord surpassingly over-abounded” (1 Timothy 1: 14), and he speaks of it in Romans, “but where sin abounded grace has over-abounded” (Romans 5: 20). You love to think of the extent to which grace has gone in order that the divine end might be reached. If we think of the history and of the subtle introduction of diversion, we may think that a certain crisis brought it to a head, but I believe that the crisis in itself was a marvel of divine grace in that God allowed matters to go to that extent in order to awaken us to what was working, and had been for a long time, in the allowance of what was false. 

So we should think of that, that as diversion from the practice of the truth began to come in. 

God’s grace would be, as it were, waiting, not moving in suddenness, but, if you could reverently say, the Lord waiting and saying, Perhaps someone will take a stand. Then something else more subtly introduced—will someone responsible rise up and make a stand this time? Time went on and more things came in (but the Lord in grace still feeding the saints). Finally, how far things were allowed to go in grace before there was a final intervention and the consciences of brethren were at last aroused to take a stand. Some of us feel the more ashamed because it had to be extended to us still further on than that till finally divine grace reached us. 

So that just appeals to me as an application; it is “grace upon grace” and it is intended to soften us. I think grace would do that; it would soften us in our attitude towards others, towards all men. It would not soften or weaken our judgment of sin. Indeed the more we appreciated divine grace, the more our horror of sin would grow. Grace and truth are linked here and another scripture tells us that grace reigns through righteousness (Romans 5: 21). So we are in the presence of the continuation to us of grace upon grace. I think we are learning to know and love the Lord the more so as to realize that we can count on it. We can depend on it right to the end; divine grace will be sufficient. That is what was said to Paul, “My grace suffices thee”, 2 Corinthians 12: 9. So we learn to trust Him and know for ourselves that, whatever happens, whatever may be the difficulties, divine grace will never fail, it will be sufficient for us. 

I also thought about this other reference, “For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared”. It could be said that it appeared in Jesus. Someone once said it has never disappeared and that is right. Because the Spirit is here you can say it has never disappeared and, in so far as it is appreciated and valued by us, it would be in some measure in evidence in us, but it has appeared and it carries with it salvation for all men. How wide that is! I have wondered about that too. We are not very aware perhaps of what goes on in the wide circle where there are Christians. As one hears about certain things that take place, I believe that divine grace is extending in that wide area. In so far as our own path is concerned, I think that path is more and mor      e clear to us. As the hymn says, ‘Our path is on with earnest haste’ (No. 47). I do not think we would have any doubts about the path we are on. Thank God we have the conviction of it. But it may be that the Lord would remind us that His grace is extending, it is extending out. You think of it! You may say about certain persons, Why do they not get the light of the assembly? You can reason with a certain kind of logic and say, If somebody is getting help in the preaching of the gospel it would normally lead to more light. I wonder sometimes if we need to realize that, in the vast area of men where Christians are, the grace of God is carrying with it salvation for all men. Now I think grace in that sense is extending. 

If you hear or see a report that someone is speaking the truth in a certain area where he might have a large audience, thank God for that. It is like the extension of divine grace, grace upon grace towards all men. We need to have an outlook like that of the faithful servant who often said, Our feet in the narrow path but our hearts as large as God’s. That is what we need to think about, grace.  How extensive it is! It cannot be exhausted, indeed the surpassing riches of it will soon be displayed. But to us it is a very humbling matter, yet a very wonderful matter, the way it is extended to us and the way divine grace—we speak so easily of the dispensation of grace—is extending out, extending out in Christendom, in spite of so much unfaithfulness, and extending out in the spread of the glad tidings towards men. May our hearts be broadened on the one hand, and yet humbled on the other, but also strengthened and confirmed to continue faithful to Christ, with a deepening understanding and valuation of the light, the heavenly light, that is our portion, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
23 February 1987




Scripture references

John 1:14-18 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth; [15] (John bears witness of him, and he has cried, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Titus 2:11-14 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, [12] teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.

1 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] But the grace of our Lord surpassingly over-abounded with faith and love, which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Romans 5:20 (JND) [20] But law came in, in order that the offence might abound; but where sin abounded grace has overabounded,

Romans 5:21 (JND) [21] in order that, even as sin has reigned in [the power of] death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.



BRETHREN





N. T. Meek 

Genesis 19: 6, 7; 24: 26, 27; 37: 15, 16; Numbers 8: 23–26 

I was thinking of these references to the thought of brethren. It is a relationship of great interest to God. The word is used over five hundred times in Scripture and, as the saints would know, it has a bearing related to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, especially in John’s gospel where, in the condition of resurrection, He says, “Go to my brethren”. This is perhaps the highest level of this relationship, as being of His order. In the other gospels it is more presented as being reached on moral lines. In one instance the Lord looked around on those who were gathered and said that His brethren were those who heard the word of God and did it. I take it we have to keep both sides in our mind. 

I thought of Lot in this first scripture. How sadly confused he had become as to the truth as to brethren. He even called the wicked men of Sodom, “My brethren”! How sadly, in his view, the relationship had dropped! He had once been with Abraham, companied with him; no doubt he had enjoyed conversations with him as to the truth—as to how they had been called out of the world. And Abraham had given him every advantage, but Lot chose material things as his object, and their pathways diverged. As, has often been said, to begin with they were not too far apart, but as day followed day they would be further apart and here you can hardly think of them being further apart—Lot called the men of Sodom his brethren. I suppose it teaches us that we have to watch every step we take. May we be kept, beloved, in every step and know what it is to keep the Lord’s word to guide us. 

The passage in Genesis 24 was read especially because of what is said at the end of verse 27. The servant said, “Jehovah has led me to the house of my master’s brethren”. It is a very fine expression, “my master’s brethren”. If we apply it today they would be those whom the Lord Jesus owns. It would involve His will—“my master”. “My master’s brethren” are persons in “my master’s” control. To be one of these brethren we must come under divine control. There are some of the Lord’s people who are His, purchased by His blood, but the way they go on, mixing with the world and following their own inclination, hardly allows us to say that, practically, they are our Master’s brethren. We are not saying they do not belong to Him, but practically they cannot claim this wonderful privilege. Well, may we be worthy to be so called, brethren who clearly are under the Master. 

The man was very glad to find such; typically, the Spirit was very glad to find such here, and great things developed in this chapter from this point—typically the truth as to the assembly, for instance, the truth of the bride; she must be of Isaac’s kindred, and when she said, “I will go”, she was showing her pedigree. Paul speaks in Hebrews about some who showed they sought a better, that is, a heavenly country. How different from Lot! 

I read from Genesis 37 where Joseph said, “I am seeking my brethren”. I think there are eighteen references to brethren in this chapter, and the chapter shows that whilst positionally they were in this relationship, yet practically they were not his brethren. We know that much developed from this point. It really speaks of the Lord seeking His brethren, and they must come to this relationship in reality. Having the position is not enough. So they had much heart-searching, much anguish; they had to review things they had done. Sometimes it seemed that Joseph was against them, but in truth all the time he was seeking his brethren. 

And we are not without some such experience, dear brethren. The Lord acts to purify us, to separate the precious from the vile. But we ought always to bear in mind that the Lord is bent on securing us for Himself. 

I want to make way for another, and I just refer to the scripture in Numbers 8, speaking of the Levites. They are of the priestly family and it speaks about the period of their service, twenty-five years old and upward, and how they retired at fifty. We do not take this literally, of course. I think it has been said that we should never get older than fifty. “He shall minister with his brethren in the tent of meeting”. I like that touch, beloved brethren. We have our times of privilege, especially on Lord’s day, and we stand up, as we say, in the service of God, and brother follows brother, and the sisters enter into the spirit of the meeting. It is greater than ministering individually—“he shall minister with his brethren”. It is perhaps then when we are closest together, closest together in privilege, and, in the principle of it, it involves the body, as we say, the assembly. 

Well, I thought this was to encourage us because ministering of this kind goes right through. It is also said here, “and keep the charge”, which would be down here; that is, we take up what is committed to us to carry. So we learn to respond together in the service of God. I might serve before my brother, or he might serve before me, but I learn to serve with him, to minister with my brethren. This is very wonderful, beloved, and involves that we are very close together. The note that my brother has just expressed, the note of praise, I can carry on from that point; I can take up the next note, so to say, and the next brother can take up mine. 

It seems to me there is something very precious here. Along with the fact that the brethren are together in practical exercises in keeping the charge of the testimony, there is also the other side in being together in privilege and the service of praise. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Valence
28 April 1987




Scripture references

Genesis 19:6-7 (JND) [6] And Lot went out to them to the entrance, and shut the door after him, [7] and said, I pray you, my brethren, do not wickedly!

Genesis 24:26-27 (JND) [26] And the man stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah, [27] and said, Blessed be Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has not withdrawn his loving-kindness and his faithfulness from my master; I being in the way, Jehovah has led me to the house of my master's brethren.

Genesis 37:15-16 (JND) [15] And a man found him, and behold, he was wandering in the country; and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? [16] And he said, I am seeking my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed [their flocks].

Numbers 8:23-26 (JND) [23] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [24] This is that which concerneth the Levites: from twenty-five years old and upward shall he come to labour in the work of the service of the tent of meeting. [25] And from fifty years old he shall retire from the labour of the service, and shall serve no more; [26] but he shall minister with his brethren in the tent of meeting, and keep the charge, but he shall not serve [in] the service. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites with regard to their charges.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 37 (JND) [1] And Jacob dwelt in the land where his father sojourned in the land of Canaan. [2] These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, fed the flock with his brethren; and he was doing service with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. …

Numbers 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, [2] Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick. [3] And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as Jehovah had commanded Moses. …



MUSINGS





THE VALUE OF LIFE It was affecting to see in a cemetery in a Cornish village a tombstone marking the grave of a babe who had lived only seventeen hours. It reminded one of Paul’s words, “How untraceable his ways!”, Romans 11: 33. That babe, with no responsible history, was covered by the value of the precious blood of Christ. Mr. Coates remarked as to such, ‘They have been marked out for a place in His universe of bliss which they will occupy throughout eternity to His glory and praise’ (‘Letters’, p.391). 

But your life and mine have been prolonged, and if God created that little life of seventeen hours to yield something for His glory, what is He receiving from the extension of our lives? “For thy will they were, and they have been created” (Revelation 4: 11)—that is the reason for our existence, that we should yield pleasure to God and live for His will. 

We contemplate the unique life of Jesus, so short, but infinitely rich in its fruitfulness to God. As He neared the end of it He said to the Father, “I have glorified thee on the earth”, John 17: 4. Each day of that life in its varied excellence had yielded freshly and richly for the Father’s pleasure. Then we think of Christ’s devoted follower, Paul, who, in the spirit of his Master, wrote from the prison in Rome, “as always, now also Christ shall be magnified in my body whether by life or by death”, Philippians 1: 20. 

The question for you and me is whether our lives are consecrated, so that they are not being wasted and frittered away, but are taking on something of the lustre and enduring worth of devotion to the will of God. 

FCM




Scripture references

Romans 11:33 (JND) [33] O depth of riches both of [the] wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways!

Revelation 4:11 (JND) [11] Thou art worthy, O our Lord and [our] God, to receive glory and honour and power; for *thou* hast created all things, and for thy will they were, and they have been created.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Philippians 1:20 (JND) [20] according to my earnest expectation and hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but in all boldness, as always, now also Christ shall be magnified in my body whether by life or by death.



EXTRACT






Whatever we are as Christians is in the power of the anointing or else it is nothing. It is nothing at all if not in the power of the anointing. We may think it is and assume to be something, but it is nothing unless in the power of the anointing. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 74, p.226)
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