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“HE THAT OVERCOMES”


E. E. Hoyte 

John 16: 32, 33; Revelation 3: 20–22 

Just a simple thought, dear brethren, on this word “overcome”, that the Lord Himself uses. It is encouraging to think that the Lord would use such a word—“I have overcome”. Of course, overcoming involves that there are obstacles, so He says, “In the world ye have tribulation”—we know that; but then the word is “but”, and that makes the difference—“but be of good courage”. One would use this word for encouragement, and that was the object of the Lord saying this to them; “Be of good courage—I have overcome the world”. He says to the disciples in Luke, “Ye are they who have persevered with me in my temptations”, Luke 22: 28. He does not use the word tribulation there, but “temptations”. You see how the Lord was consoled by this—how He would regard the company of His disciples persevering with Him. 

The Lord persevered too, dear brethren, and the disciples had persevered with Him. They knew the Lord’s temptations; He was not welcomed; He did not have an easy time. Now He is saying, “Be of good courage—I have overcome the world”. There is much for us to overcome; no doubt we have overcome a lot in getting here to this meeting; it is all a matter of overcoming. Each one could have been sitting at ease in his house. It is a matter of overcoming, overcoming difficulties. Think of the Lord saying that, “I have overcome”. What is it for? To encourage us, dear brethren. 

Now in the next scripture—I am not going to expound on it; it is more for contemplation than anything else: it is not the amount of what I say, but it is the preciousness of the words coming from the Lord’s own mouth to those who were with Him, who stood by Him. It is true that at the end they forsook Him; it was a very serious time; but the Lord gives them credit for persevering. We know what persevering is; you might not have the immediate strength, but you continue in a certain line, you persevere. This is addressed to His beloved disciples, these men who had journeyed with Him, who could sympathize with Him, and enter into His feelings. 

Now the second scripture has to do with departure and declension that have come in. The Lord is not now speaking on earth; He is in heaven, and declension has come in. So the seven assemblies had been going on, and the Lord gives John this vision in relation to this particular assembly. He is taking account of every assembly; taking account of what prevails, wherever they are. And so He arrives at the last one, Laodicea. You might say they are not very encouraging words to Laodicea; He does not speak well of them; there was lukewarmness with them. That is the condition that marks things now, that we have to overcome—it is what Christendom has become. Many of the saints are discouraged and losing their way; ‘I cannot go on any more’. Why not? It is what Christendom has become. So the Lord speaks of lukewarmness in this assembly—lukewarmness. You feel that almost in your bones—the present condition of things. If you do not, you are not sensitive as to the present condition of things, the lukewarmness and indifference to the things of God. So He says, “Thou art neither cold nor hot”. That is the general condition, not cold or hot. “I would thou wert cold or hot. 

Thus, because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth”. It is a distasteful thing. You might say, ‘This is Laodicea’; but this condition continues, dear brethren. 

The Lord is appealing to someone and saying, “He that overcomes”. In the worst condition He is looking for persons who are going to overcome, that is, they are going against the tide; if there is coldness, if there is lukewarmness, that there might be those who buy of Him, as He says, “Buy of me gold purified by fire”. He is giving this invitation—“and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed”. All this would fit into the present picture, dear brethren. We should have these scriptures in our minds as we continue because otherwise we are going to be discouraged ourselves; we shall take on the same lukewarmness and coldness. 

So the Lord appeals, “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne”. Notice what He says now—“as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. What a promise this is to the overcomer in such conditions. He brings Himself forward as a Model, “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me”—what an intimate place!—“in my throne; as I also have overcome”. So we have the Lord for a Model, dear brethren. Who has gone through what the Lord has gone through? Who could go through what He went through? The times, one must admit, are very, very difficult, and you feel the lukewarmness. So He would encourage us, “he that overcomes”. 

You are going against the current, whatever it is, wherever you are. You do not just drift along with the current; some people do that if they are not swimmers. I think it was remarked in prayer about waters to swim in, but if you cannot swim you will be just washed away with the tide. Swimming means that you have the ability to keep yourself afloat and you have action to keep yourself moving. So the Lord says, “as I also have overcome, and have sat down ...”. This is very cheering, dear brethren. These are simple words, but they are just for the moment, for us, that we do not get discouraged. There is a lot of discouragement around; you have just got to listen to some persons speaking; they are tired, giving up. Dear brethren, the Lord says, “I have overcome”. He did not have an easy time; “I have overcome”, and “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. I do not have to say more, dear brethren; it is a simple passage, but, it comes from the Lord’s own mouth for times of declension and weakness; this is the word for us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
9 May 1978 

 


Scripture references

John 16:32-33 (JND) [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me. [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

Revelation 3:20-22 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me. [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne. [22] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Luke 22:28 (JND) [28] But *ye* are they who have persevered with me in my temptations.



THE BANDS OF A MAN


W. Dickson 

Hosea 11: 4 

This is one of the most touching allusions to Moses in the Scriptures. It gives us a light on his character which other scriptures do not present. When he left the presence of Pharaoh he went out in a glowing anger. When he saw the idolatry of the people, in deep anger he made them drink the very idolatrous thing they had erected (Exodus 32: 20). Here we have a side of his life which also made him lovable to God because it brings out in a remarkable way the features of the Lord Jesus. I wonder whether you know that Man. Do you know the Man Jesus? Our hymn said— 

‘Now He lives a Man in heaven, 

Glory-crowned at God’s right hand’ (Hymn 46) 

Do you know the Man in the glory? Do you know the Man we have been speaking about these days? Has He ever touched your heart? Have you ever known the drawing power of Christ, drawing you out of Egypt, drawing you out of the world?—drawing you out, not through fear of judgment, but in the attractiveness of His love. Are there any here as Hosea speaks of them in chapter 10, “Israel is an unpruned vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself”? Is that the way your life has been spent? We have been speaking of fruit for God. 

Israel was only bringing forth fruit for himself. And as he brought forth it only led him into idolatry, and he forgot God. But tonight God in His grace draws you with the bands of a Man. 

Has everyone here faced the matter of their sins and their distance from God? Do you say, ‘It is a matter I cannot face—it is too burdensome for me to face it’? Our blessed Saviour faced it for you on the cross. Will you not let Him encircle you with the bands of grace and tenderness and give you to face that matter in repentance? Face it in the presence of that Man in His tenderness, rather than face it in the presence of a holy God in judgment—too late! O, young people, do not forget the importance of a personal transaction with Christ. If you bring forth fruit to yourself it only leads to sorrow. We referred today to Luke 15. There was a young man there who was an unpruned vine. He went into the far country and he brought forth fruit to himself. Oh what fruit it was! Oh how it brought him to the point of repentance, the misery of it all, a life away from God, without hope, without Christ. 

Oh let us tell you about the attractiveness of Christ. The gospel is not to force you into things, the gospel is to draw you by the attractiveness of that Man who in His pathway here manifested the tenderness of His heart. See Him in Luke 7 as He drew that woman with the bands of a Man, with the cords of love. Oh, she was an unpruned vine! What fruit she had brought forth to herself! Then the woman in John 4. We see the bands of a Man, the cords of love, as He drew her to Himself. What tenderness she must have experienced. She would say to herself, ‘This man is different from any I have ever met before’. She had tasted the bitterness of human experience. She had multiplied things to herself, but that day that Man met her and He said to her, “If thou knewest the gift of God”. What a tender approach! He might have said, ‘Look at your history. It is shocking!’ He did not say that to her. No, He drew her with the cords of a Man. And He is still the same Jesus. He is there in glory. Do you know the Man in the glory? Do you wait for Him every day? Do you speak to Him every day? Can you say, like dear George Cutting, ‘He’s all my delight’? Whether it be morning, noon, or night, do you think of the Man in the glory? 

Oh the wondrous grace of God, that salvation came by a Man. The old preacher used to say, ‘I used to go out and feed the birds and when I got near the birds they all flew away. It reminded me of the gospel: to get the confidence of the birds, I would have to be a bird’. To get near to men, God became a Man in the Person of Jesus. Perhaps other cords have bound you. There was a young man in the gospels and it was said no one could bind him, he was so violent. He was Satan’s property. He broke every band. All the restrictions that were placed upon him, he burst them, until that Man met him. 

‘And round my heart still closely twine 

Those ties which nought can sever; 

For I am His and He is mine 

For ever and for ever’. (Hymn 187) 

In verse 4 it says, “I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws”. Has anybody had a yoke on their jaws? That is a reference back to those years they spent in Egypt making bricks without straw, crying to God about the hard bondage. Young people, do you think the world is a nice place? Do you not know that all the glitter only covers an empty shell? And there is a yoke on your jaws. The Bible does not mean anything to you? The meetings do not mean anything to you? Something keeps your mouth closed? Then there is a yoke on your jaws! The day God took the yoke off their jaws He showed them the manna lying on the face of the wilderness. Do you like the manna? Have you ever tasted it? Does Christ mean everything to you? Do you say, ‘If I did not start the day with Christ, the day would not be quite the same to me’? What a day that was when he took the yoke off their jaws! 

Can I bring it nearer? Did all you young people break bread this morning? Did everybody partake of the emblems? God will help you. He will gently—think of that word “gently”—cause you to eat. He says to you tonight, ‘If you accept the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and you are free from everything that dishonours the name of Christ, I will gently cause you to eat’. The Lord’s request to His own was to remember Himself. In one sense it is a commandment, but He draws you with the bands of a Man, with cords of love. Why did we come here this morning? Because we were drawn by the love of Christ. He is to us the altogether lovely One. Oh the tenderness of the heart of Christ—what a Man He is, and will be eternally! Our link with God will be that Man eternally. 

Our justification in the presence of God is that Man. You say, ‘I once accepted the gospel but I have got dulled in my soul’. You wonder if you were really saved. How good to look up to see the Man who is my justification in the presence of God. He never changes. We change, but He never changes. Oh the glory of the Man on high, and He would hold your heart. 

Beloved young people, are there any here who have not been encircled with the cords of love? Sorrows come into human life. Disasters come into human life. I met a woman once who had had a terrible calamity in her life. She said, If there is a God, why did He allow it to happen? But a believer in the presence of the greatest calamity can be aware of the cords of love, the great High Priest who sustains in every trial, sustains in every difficulty. The poor sinner has no link with Christ. He has nothing to hold him. I would assure you that the attitude of God towards you is forgiveness in grace, on the basis of repentance. He is not condemning you. While we would warn you of judgment. God is appealing to you in the glad tidings by the bands of a Man. 

If you accept Him tonight, He will give you a joy you have never had before. Day by day as you speak to Him you will prove His strength and power—His ability to keep you from these things of the world that have had such a place in your heart. May you all tonight, every one of you, have had a touch from the heart that beats in heaven. That Man would draw you tonight out of that pathway, out of Egypt, where your jaws are bound, so that you can partake of the most precious things—the manna, and the old corn of the land, and drink the water from the rock. Oh think of the fruits of the tree of life of which we sang (Hymn 50). How far better than the husks that the swine eat is that heavenly food, when God takes that yoke off your jaws and gently causes you to eat. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Amen. 

Preaching at Endbach
25 May 1980 

 


Scripture references

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Exodus 32:20 (JND) [20] And he took the calf that they had made, and burned [it] with fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed [it] on the water, and made the children of Israel drink [it].

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …



“CONTINUALLY”


E. C. Burr 

2 Samuel 9: 13 

I am just wondering, beloved, about ‘continually’. The Lord is very good to us. I think, to refer to no other occasions, that everybody who has been in the meetings last weekend would have felt that they ate at the King’s table; I think that at our fellowship meeting in February we ate at the King’s table, and that on the corresponding occasion in January we did also. I have recently been reviewing the reading with our beloved brother, now with Christ, on the Lord’s day, and there is no doubt that the King’s table was touched there. Solomon’s superintendents let nothing be wanting (see 1 Kings 4: 27). What they had in mind was the king’s table, and the King’s table is available. In the Song of Songs the spouse says, “While the king is at his table” (Song of Songs 1: 12). 

Beloved, the King is always at His table; the question is whether we are there. He is always there; it is very richly supplied. There, there is nothing wanting, because He, as it were, represents in Himself all the superintendents, the princes, and the singers, and all the other servants; but He is all the superintendents and He brings what will supply His table abundantly. And Mephibosheth was there continually. Beloved, I would like to ask whether we could be there continually. Do we have to eat anything lower than the King’s table? Do we have to eat at anything lower than the King’s table? Do we have to have any other nourishment than this? 

David was occupied with this thought. He said it to Mephibosheth and he said it to Ziba, and it actually happened in Mephibosheth’s case. He said to Mephibosheth, “Thou shalt eat bread at my table continually” (2 Samuel 9: 7), and he said to Ziba, “Mephibosheth … shall eat bread at my table continually” (2 Samuel 9: 10), and of Mephibosheth it says, “he did eat continually at the king’s table”. All I am really concerned about, beloved, is to raise an exercise with us all that our food might always be on this level. It requires that we contribute to it. We cannot just sit and let other people contribute to it. We are there to be contributors and also to enjoy, and to let our enjoyment be manifest. Think of what our beloved brother referred to at the beginning of the reading on Lord’s day, that he had in his mind the thought of enjoyment. The King’s table is for enjoyment, but it is “continually”. Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem. He did not dwell in the outskirts, or in some village, or in some place of sorrow or reproach; he dwelt where the king was, and that is our portion, to dwell where the King is, where the King manifests Himself. The Lord is among us, and therefore we may dwell where He dwells, and we eat at His table continually. 

I am attracted by this thought, and what I often feel after meetings which have been very stimulating is why should the level ever drop to 

anything lower? He ate continually at the king’s table. It is not that I can say very much about it, save to seek to promote the exercise. One thing I note is that in the case of at least two kings in the Bible there was a cup-bearer at the table. Pharaoh had a cup-bearer, someone who contributed joy, and in a day of breakdown and disintegration Artaxerxes had a cup-bearer; it was Nehemiah himself, and one day Nehemiah was incompatible with the cup, that is to say, he should have come joyfully and he came with a long face. The king, of course, enquired into that, and it opens up a great deal for us, but I think the thing is to come as a cup-bearer and to come like a cup-bearer. Pharaoh’s cup-bearer was restored to his office. 

What a great thing if all the cup-bearers in the city had that sense, that they have been restored to office in order to contribute joy and enjoyment among the brethren. A bit later on in Nehemiah they had abundance of wine only every ten days (Nehemiah 5: 18); but, beloved, we could have it every day. And there is no scope for a diet or anything like that at the King’s table. He ministers what He has and no one will refuse the delight of what He provides. It says of Asher “he will give royal dainties”, Genesis 49: 20. Well, the King does that; at His table there are things like that and they are for our enjoyment. 

It says “he was lame on both his feet”, but you could not have noticed. How often it has been remarked on that if he was at the king’s table his feet would not be visible. Beloved, let none of us make lameness visible. If we have exercises and sorrows, and things that we carry, let us nevertheless be at the King’s table and be there in the spirit of what the King has provided for us. According to Mark’s gospel, Jesus Himself has a guest-chamber, “my guest-chamber” 

(Mark 14: 14). 

In “my guest-chamber”, I think, is the King’s table. 

Beloved, really all I had in mind is a feeling that there would be sorrow if the level of what we enjoy on particular occasions was lost, that is, if the leaves did flutter up and merely fluttered down again. The Lord gives us the ministry to stimulate us, not to entertain us; He gives it to stimulate us in order that the testimony may be maintained in the vitality which is its characteristic. I just leave the scripture with the brethren, and would draw attention to this again, that David said it twice and that Mephibosheth enjoyed it. It was what was in David’s mind—“Mephibosheth shall eat bread at my table continually”. Well, beloved, let us see to the continuance of that. 

Word in meeting for ministry, London
7 April 1981 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 9:13 (JND) [13] So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem; for he did eat continually at the king's table. And he was lame on both his feet.

1 Kings 4:27 (JND) [27] And those officers provided food for king Solomon, and for all who came to king Solomon's table, every man in his month: they let nothing be wanting.

Song of Solomon 1:12 (JND) [12] While the king is at his table, My spikenard sendeth forth its fragrance.

2 Samuel 9:7 (JND) [7] And David said to him, Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.

2 Samuel 9:10 (JND) [10] And thou, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in [the fruits], that thy master's son may have food to eat. And Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread at my table continually. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

Nehemiah 5:18 (JND) [18] And that which was prepared daily was one ox [and] six choice sheep; also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days all sorts of wine in abundance. Yet for all this I demanded not the bread of the governor; for the service was heavy upon this people.

Genesis 49:20 (JND) [20] Out of Asher, his bread shall be fat, And he will give royal dainties.

Mark 14:14 (JND) [14] And wheresoever he enters, say to the master of the house, The Teacher says, Where is my guest-chamber where I may eat the passover with my disciples?



“THE END OF THE LORD”


D. L. Stewart 

James 5: 11; Hebrews 11: 21 

Job and Jacob are outstanding examples of persons who have been the subjects of discipline which as we know is one of the most important experiences in a believer’s life. I read recently that discipline is perhaps the main reason why we are maintained and preserved in the pathway. We go over the Scriptures and we find that nearly all who come under the notice of the Spirit of God are the subjects of discipline. It is quite a remarkable thing to have a sense of being of such interest to God that He would single us out, select us in a sense, to be the special subjects of His working in 

view of reaching a result that is according to Himself. He does not leave us in our pathways; He does not leave us to work through things by ourselves, but takes a definite hand in it. It is a matter of education and of coming under a defined process in view of what we read in James, “Ye have heard of the endurance of Job, and seen the end of the Lord”. I just wanted to touch, if I can, on this thought of “the end of the Lord”. I think we should all enquire about it for ourselves as to whether the Lord is reaching His end. It would be a sorrowful matter to go on and on and not reach in some measure the objective that the Lord has in mind for us. 

I was looking in the last chapter of Job for what we might speak of as the end of the Lord. We know the passage no doubt fairly well, and I think I had always thought that the end of the Lord was when Job comes to it that he abhors himself and repents in dust and ashes. Now I am beginning to think that that was more like the end of Job himself; but what really is the end of the Lord? You go down the chapter and it speaks of Job’s brethren and all his sisters and all who had been of his acquaintance before. They came to him and they ate bread in his house and they condoled with him and comforted him and so on. That is a fine end in itself. I am sure we would all love to see the brethren coming back. These persons had not appeared right through the whole book; they are out of sight; but once Job gets right himself they come back into the enjoyment of fellowship and become contributors, come to appreciate the wonderful way that God had been working with Job. 

We are thankful that some are coming back, very thankful. There is scarcely a week passes without somebody coming back. Well, that as I say is a wonderful end in itself. It goes on to speak 

of the way that Job was blessed and he had twice as much as he had before. I suppose that would mean the securing of spiritual substance. These oxen and sheep would speak of substance for God’s service, the product of discipline so that in an increased measure we should be able to rise to the most important matter that there is, that is. God’s service, and as having part in it bring forward spiritual wealth. Then it speaks about his three daughters, and they of course are a most interesting result. We love to think that, out of all the pressure and discipline, in the end there are these wonderful subjective features, which the daughters of Job would speak of, “and in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job”. We were speaking about the women the other night. Think of the end that God has in mind that there should be these features that the Spirit of God can point out and draw attention to as beautiful. It cannot be anything else than the result of divine workmanship, and He has taken us on for that very purpose. 

What I was wondering about—and I trust I am not over-emphasising what we have had already—was what we get here also in that Job in the end becomes a man of prayer. Jehovah Himself can draw attention to him; He says, “and my servant Job shall pray for you, for him will I accept”. I think that in itself is a remarkable result. You get the sense from this that in the midst of the discipline Job was learning God, learning to trust God; it comes out in various ways in the way he speaks. The Lord Himself can draw attention to it; He says of these other persons that they “have not spoken rightly of me like my servant Job”. This is one of the greatest things that divine workmanship could produce with any one of us—a learning of God’s own thoughts, and to be found in nearness in the secret of His purposes of love so that in 

intelligence we are able to speak to him acceptably. It is a most marvellous result. I just suggest that we have here the great thought connected with this matter of the end of the Lord. 

We need to be encouraged, every one of us, to be found in this path of communion, as it says, 

“for him will I accept”. 

I would like to touch on Jacob because the end in Jacob’s case would go alongside that of Job. If with Job we have a man of prayer, which is so much needed in these days, with Jacob we have a worshipper. I think that earlier we have the spirit of worship with Jacob. He comes to Bethel and anoints the pillar and pours a drink-offering upon it, and there it speaks about God talking with him, “The place where God had talked with him”, Genesis 35: 15. God came there, there was no distance, and talks with His servant Jacob. Of course he too is quite a remarkable example of the result of discipline. All the natural features coming out in him are features of our own hearts. In many ways the Spirit of God delineates these things for us and then shows us the breaking down of the flesh. God often has to come in, and does come in, with us in a severe way, and yet what is always before Him is this matter of the end of the Lord. 

We have quite a lot said in the Scriptures about Jacob’s discipline, but in the latter years of Jacob’s life the discipline was peculiarly connected with the loss of children. I feel referring to this, but it is quite remarkable. He says as to it, “Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin! All these things are against me”, Genesis 42: 36. God’s hand was bringing in the pressure severely, and bringing out with Jacob the parental feelings of God Himself. The fatherly feelings of God coming out in a man are a most remarkable thing for us to take account of. 

He expresses them time after time; “For I will go down to my son into Sheol mourning”, Genesis 37: 35. He refused to be comforted; he held on under the pressure to this divine provision of children. The loss of them tore his heart. 

The thing is that with Jacob the loss of children was a temporary matter; it was there in all its severity, but it was actually a temporary matter. We would love to think that the loss of children in our time, and other losses too, are to be temporary, because God’s ways in severity and discipline are always mixed with mercy. There is always the tenderness of the Father’s heart itself that comes out in relation to them. Nevertheless, here we have a man who goes through it with God and comes out in the end as a worshipper. It speaks about him worshipping on the top of his staff. Think of that staff, his means of support, something that he could trust; it was really part of himself, his knowledge of God and his trust in His shepherd care; and that staff was with him through all the discipline. He had leant upon it and now his experience with God adds lustre and quality and wealth in the great matter of his worship. May we be encouraged in these two features connected with the end of the Lord. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
13 October 1980 

 


Scripture references

James 5:11 (JND) [11] Behold, we call them blessed who have endured. Ye have heard of the endurance of Job, and seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is full of tender compassion and pitiful.

Hebrews 11:21 (JND) [21] By faith Jacob [when] dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff.

Genesis 35:15 (JND) [15] And Jacob called the name of the place where God had talked with him, Beth-el.

Genesis 42:36 (JND) [36] And Jacob their father said to them, Ye have bereaved me of children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin! All these things are against me.

Genesis 37:35 (JND) [35] And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted, and said, For I will go down to my son into Sheol mourning. Thus his father wept for him.



THE BELIEVER’S OUTLOOK


C. A. Gray 

1 Corinthians 15: 51, 52; 2 Corinthians 3: 18; 4: 16–18 

We should all have before us what comes in our first passage. We need it continually and distinctively. We are in a privileged moment, as having the gain of all that has gone before, and the anticipation of the Lord Jesus coming to take the assembly to be with Himself. That is—or should be—our objective. The exercise and concern is—What is really governing us? 

What we have in the second epistle would help us in relation to that—“But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord ...”. In the original the expression “looking on” only occurs in this place, and it implies that there is an effect—a formative effect in those who are looking. And it is that formative effect in those who are looking which is the exercise at the present time. The rest of the section brings in what is on the basis of transfiguration; but it certainly takes us off the earth in spirit and occupies us with the Lord where He is, and where we shall be with Him. I believe we need to have this much more distinctively before us, and not to be diverted by things relating to the present, provisional conditions in which we are. 

This view of His glory makes way for what we have at the close of chapter 4. This expression is remarkable—an eternal weight of glory. It is not just a symbolic expression; it means that there is substance in the weight. There is what is substantial in the glory. If we are amongst those of whom it speaks in chapter 3, “We all, looking on the glory of the Lord ...”, we shall not be found amongst those who are looking at the things that are seen. Our eye is to be on the Person of Christ, and in relation to what God has in mind in purpose for us. Giving place to His thoughts in purpose should be more and more definitely before us. So it says, “We look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen”. Now that needs the consciousness of the presence and power of the Spirit, and the Spirit as given place to, the Spirit as not quenched and not grieved, but made way for, according to what we have so often referred to in 1 Corinthians 12. 

The passage goes on, in a sense, to qualify these expressions; it says, “For the things that are seen are for a time”—they might end, as far as we are concerned, at any moment. Are we ready for it? Are we morally suited for translation? We need to be that. I believe it is to be a continual and constant exercise with us. Are we morally suited if the Lord Jesus came tonight and took the assembly to be with Himself? We should be looking at the things that are not seen, and not on the things that are seen. We have, of course, obligations here by way of fulfilling responsibility, which is a different matter. The thing is, what is our outlook? As these eternal things are our outlook, and are really governing us in all our movements, we shall enter more consciously into what new creation is, and what new creation relationships are. There is nothing greater; these things will abide eternally, and will abide not only for our pleasure, but for the pleasure of the heart of Christ and for the satisfaction of the Father. May the Lord help us to enter into them more realistically, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Helston
10 June 1980 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 (JND) [51] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed, [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …



LIVING STONES


V. E. Wraighte 

1 Peter 2: 1–5; 1 Kings 5: 17; 1 Samuel 17: 40 

The apostle Peter in writing to these saints of the dispersion says, “If indeed ye have tasted that the Lord is good”. What it would have meant to those saints to read this letter. We sang on Lord’s day, ‘We own no other Lord’, He is to command our full allegiance, and no other. For the Christian there is no other. There are 

“lords many” 1 Corinthians 8: 5), but for the believer there is no other lord. Peter is writing about something he had proved for himself—tasting that the Lord is good. Have we tasted the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ? What does He mean to us? I believe that the Spirit of God would freshly bring home to our souls that, as we have been hearing, we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed (see 1 Corinthians 15: 51). These bodies of ours, these bodies of humiliation, are to be changed into conformity to His body of glory, the One whom we own as Lord, that blessed Person. 

But then Peter goes on to allude to the Lord Jesus in this figure of “a living stone”—“To whom coming ... a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious ...”. Think of it; that One who did the will of God here; as far as men are concerned, they have cast Him away; and not just cast Him away, but the word says, “as worthless”. 

Then we have “but with God chosen, precious”. Is that so with us? I am sure it is, that with us He is chosen and precious. But what one particularly had in mind is the touch as to the saints being living stones. The first scripture would give us ample proof that we can refer to the saints as living stones in this wonderful structure that is being built at the present moment—a structure that is going to bear the glory of God, a wonderful structure that God is building. 

The question, I believe, is as to whether we are really in the hand of the One who is forming and fashioning these stones that are to be in the structure in reality, in life. The apostle goes on to speak of the living stones as “being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”. It is by that glorious Person. 

In 1 Kings “the king commanded, and they brought great stones, costly stones, hewn stones”. I believe that we are to look upon every one that is the subject of the work of God—those who have received the Holy Spirit—as great stones. The smaller we are in our own eyes and in our own estimation, the greater we are morally and spiritually. Young ones, young believers, are to be looked upon as great stones in the wonderful, spiritual edifice that is being raised at the present moment. 

Then there are costly stones. How it touches our hearts as we think of what is precious, what is costly, what it has cost our Saviour. It cost Him not only His going into death, but His precious blood being shed, that such as we should be secured—costly stones, precious stones. 

I believe that in a practical way it would help us as to how we hold ourselves. Do we hold ourselves in relation to the One who has given His all? It is not only a question of what we may do with our hands, or where our feet may take us, but of our bodies. They are temple of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 6: 19). They have cost our Lord so much; they belong to Him. How do we adorn them; how do we hold them? Have we laid down our bodies upon the altar, that we may be wholly available as costly stones in this spiritual house that is to bear the glory of God? 

Then it says, “hewn stones”. Maybe we can go back and see the way that we have been touched by a special word, perhaps a word in the glad tidings, but I think we can see too the sovereign operations of God in new birth, all connected with what is hewn. There is the work that goes in to making the stone what it is. We have oft referred to the 

much suffering that there is among the beloved saints; but think of the hand of God behind it all in view of the preparation of the stones which are being fitted into this wonderful, spiritual structure that is to bear the glory of God. May we find our part as under the hand of the One who is using in love the skill that belongs to Him, in fitting these stones to have their part in this wonderful structure, this spiritual house, the assembly. 

In 1 Samuel 17 David goes down into the valley to the watercourse. I wonder whether we really know what it is to go down into the valley, to the brook. Think of the death of Christ and all that it means. Think of these five smooth stones in the watercourse—more were there, but David takes five out of the brook and puts them into his shepherd’s bag; but only one is used for the slaying of the Philistine. I believe that there is a certain testing time connected with this, as to whether the Spirit’s work by way of formation is going on that there might on the one hand be reduction, but on the other hand this smoothing process, in view of stones being available in the hand of the true David. It was just one that David took out of the shepherd’s bag that met the requirement in this conflict. 

But then there was a period of waiting, and Scripture tells us later that there were four relatives of Goliath that were slain by the hand of David and his servants (2 Samuel 21). I believe that is very significant; we should know what it is in our exercises to be near to the death of Christ and subject to the operations of the power of the Spirit in the smoothing and manipulating of the stones in view of being serviceable to our David, that we might be available to Him. Yet the waiting time often tests us. Matters arise and 

there are to be, as in the shepherd’s bag, stones available for His use at any given moment. 

Well, it was just this in mind, dear brethren, that we might be encouraged, as under the hand of our Lord, to be available as stones in this spiritual house, and then, too, available for Him at any given moment for His use. May we thus be encouraged and helped, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Helston
10 June 1980 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 2:1-5 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

1 Kings 5:17 (JND) [17] And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, costly stones, hewn stones, to lay the foundation of the house.

1 Samuel 17:40 (JND) [40] And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag that he had, into the pocket; and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine.

1 Corinthians 8:5 (JND) [5] For and if indeed there are [those] called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, (as there are gods many, and lords many,)

1 Corinthians 15:51 (JND) [51] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed,

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

1 Samuel 17 (JND) [1] And the Philistines assembled their armies to battle, and were gathered together at Sochoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in Ephesdammim. [2] And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and encamped in the valley of terebinths, and set the battle in array against the Philistines. [3] And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the mountain on the other side; and the ravine was between them. …

2 Samuel 21 (JND) [1] And there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David inquired of Jehovah. And Jehovah said, It is for Saul, and for [his] house of blood, because he slew the Gibeonites. [2] And the king called the Gibeonites, and spoke to them. (Now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but of the remainder of the Amorites; and the children of Israel had sworn to them; and Saul sought to smite them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Judah.) [3] And David said to the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and with what shall I make atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of Jehovah? …



THE BELOVED


G. Brown1

My heart is all aglow 

As unto Him I turn; 

Compassions thus to know 

Which make my heart to burn. 

Such love to me displayed 

Beyond all tongue to tell, 

It satisfies my heart 

To know that all is well. 

My soul can rest secure 

As on His worth I think, 

Foundation ever sure, 

An everlasting link. 

‘Tis founded on His death 

Accomplished there for me; 

For, so the Scripture saith, 

It sets me ever free! 

A death of shame and scorn, 

‘Twas filled, His cup of woe, 

But resurrection’s morn 

His victory did show. 

Exult then O my soul! 

Rejoice exceedingly! 

Loud shall my praises roll 

To Him unceasingly. 

Himself, His work, His worth, 

Entrancing to my heart, 

Are ever calling forth 

To Him His blessed part. 

So then, exalt Him now; 

All praise to Him be given. 

Before Him lowly bow 

E’en now as soon in heaven. 

 


EXTRACT


The declaration of God is perfect in Christ having descended, and approach to God is perfect because Christ has ascended. His priestly access to God is as great as the declaration. We come in as kindred to the High Priest, like Aaron and his sons. “Through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 19, p.468) 

An extract from an anonymous booklet published in Plymouth in 1838 appeared in the October issue. It is now realised that the extract was the concluding paragraph of a paper subsequently published in Mr. J. N. Darby’s ‘Collected Writings’ (N.S. Vol. 3, p.73). 

 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England


Notes


	[←1]
	 George Brown (Markinch), with Christ 4 November 1980
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