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THE CITY OF GOD

W. McKillop 

Revelation 22: 14; Psalm 46: 4; 48: 1–3; Leviticus 25: 29 

I want with the Lord’s help to speak further about the thought of the city. Revelation 21 gives us the most extensive description of it. The fact that the Spirit of God has set down in detail the description of the city, including its measurements, is to affect us, to impress us with how great the assembly is viewed as the holy city. In verse 15 of chapter 21 the person who spoke with John had a golden reed as a measure that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. It was an angel, of course, but for us it would be the Spirit of God who would impress us that He is measuring things using the divine standard, the golden reed. As He measures, it is to impress us with the greatness of this city. We may not have thought about it, especially those who are younger, but the construction of this city has been going on now for nearly two thousand years. That divine Persons should take such an extended period of time to build this city would indicate how important in the divine mind this city is. It is important because it is to be the capital of the universe, and in every part the city has to answer to the divine standard as set out in Christ. The golden reed would allude to that; in fact it says it is a man’s measure; that is to say, the building of this city relates to the manhood of Christ and it is to answer in every part fully to Him. There will be no discrepancy between Christ and the city as they both come out in the world to come. That is no doubt why the city is called the holy city, for Christ is the Holy One of God, no doubt why it has such a place in the world to come. The Lord will be over all, everything being put in subjection under His feet, but He will have this vessel with Him. God has given Him to be “head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”, Ephesians 1: 23. There is no disparity between Christ and the 

assembly, whether viewed as His counterpart or His body or as the city. 

So I have remarked that divine Persons have been patiently building this city over a very long period of time. Generation after generation, divine building has been going on and the full result will, be seen in what comes down out of heaven from God. In the meantime, the city is available to us now, it already exists. The question therefore is—How do I have part in it? 

How do I have part in the life of this city? Because it is marked by life; it is the city of the living God and therefore it is replete with every feature of the life of Jesus. So we have this word, “Blessed are they that wash their robes”; there are persons who are not washing, as is said earlier in this chapter, “let the filthy make himself filthy still” (v.11). There are persons, perhaps even professing the name of Christ, who are not washing and the time will come when the Lord will say, Let those persons remain as they are, which is a most sobering thought. But blessing attaches to those who wash their robes; as a consequence of that, they can go in by the gates into the city and have right to the tree of life. See how accessible God makes the city to those who wash their robes, for there are twelve gates; so wherever I am in relation to the city, there is a gate that is available to me; if I wash my robes I can go in by that gate, whichever one of the twelve it is, and find that the tree of life becomes available to me as food. Outside of the city, we might say, all other food is the husks which the swine eat, and it is not the divine thought that any person here should deprive himself or herself of the food that the tree of life provides. So washing one’s robes is the means of having access to the city. The Spirit of God would encourage all of us to be washers of our robes, and He would stimulate anyone who has not been doing it to begin doing it, in order to come into the city and feed on the fruit of the tree of life. Earlier in the chapter we have the position of the tree of life. It is in the midst of the city. It is Christ as wholly heavenly in 

the very centre of things in the life of this city. So it would be a great opportunity for anyone who has neglected washing their robes to begin to do so now, and find that the way is open to come right in and take up your right to eat of the tree of life and be in the very centre of things according to God. 

Another wonderful feature of the city is what we have in Psalm 46, “There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High”. “There is a river” is a typical allusion to the Spirit of God. There is a river in the world of course; the prophet says about Pharaoh, “My river is mine own, and I made it for myself”, Ezekiel 29: 3. Every large city in its commercial activity and other things shows what that river is; it is a river that men have made for themselves to enable them to be independent of God. The first man who built a city went out from the presence of Jehovah and he called it after the name of his son. He had no thought of God or of God’s son; he went out with his sins on him and set up an order of things independently of God. That will all come under judgment as the book of Revelation shows. Babylon is to be thrown down and every feature of Babylon removed from the universe of God. But there is a river, not Pharaoh’s river, but the river of God. It says elsewhere, “the river of God is full of water”, Psalm 65: 9. How full the blessed Spirit is as having come into the assembly, into the city. There is no reduction of that water supply and the streams of this river make glad the city of God. The streams allude, beloved brethren, to you and me, that is how the streams come out. The river can be viewed by itself. We can reverently view the Holy Spirit objectively by Himself. But the streams involve persons in whom the Spirit is acting. You remember how, according to John 7, in the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, “If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7: 37, 38). So 

I would ask, Am I a channel for one of these streams to flow out which make glad the city of God? Am I a person who is a source of life and refreshment in my locality? Do I stimulate the hearts of the saints by what flows out through me? 

The apostle took account of certain persons and he said of them, “now I tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ”, Philippians 3: 18. I should not want to be such a person. My desire, and I trust the desire of every person here, would be to come to the Son of God and drink and find that out of my belly is flowing rivers of living water. What a stimulus it is for us in our localities as we see the flowing out of these waters. 

The same water we can say that is in this river, there is no difference, it is the same Holy Spirit, but acting subjectively in persons who are making way for Him; and these streams make glad the city of God. What a privilege to gladden the city of God; that is where God is. 

So it says, “the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High”. It is a sanctified area. These are persons who have washed their robes, they are girded with the linen ephod as we had in the reading, and they have drunk of what Christ provides, and these streams make glad the city of God, the sanctuary. That is where the service of God is carried on; they make glad that area, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High. 

You notice that this psalm, as the other one we read, is of the sons of Korah; it is a song showing that there is exaltation in the souls of the writers. We are all sons of Korah in that sense. We have to acknowledge that God in His mercy has delivered us from the great failure of the priesthood according to what has happened in the religious systems about us. They represent, alas, the rebellion of Korah, and God has dealt with them governmentally in that there is no light and no food there except in a very limited sense, but there is no river there. 

We have been delivered from that, so we are 

among the sons of Korah. That God has had mercy on us would gladden our hearts in spite of what our histories may be. Whatever we have been attached to, He has delivered us from it, He has had mercy on us. The Lord told one He healed to go to his own home and to his own people and tell them that the Lord had had mercy on him (Mark 5: 19). That is how a son of Korah is formed; he comes into touch with Christ, he is healed and his soul is filled with divine mercy, so he is singing. 

Psalm 48 is a song and a psalm. Psalm 46 in its heading says, “On Alamoth”; the footnote says, ‘Probably ‘voices of young women’’. That is very interesting, showing how the Spirit of God is thinking about persons in detail and in what stage of life physically they may be, 

‘voices of young women’. Psalm 48 says, “Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness”. We are now in an elevated area characterised by the divine nature, the hill of His holiness. We were speaking in the reading about the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit; the love of God is a holy love. There is a very perverted thought as to the love of God abroad, that God can love persons regardless of what they are morally and how they are going on lawlessly. But the love of God is a holy love. You can understand therefore why it says it is shed abroad by the Holy Spirit; that is the character of the divine Person who is shedding this holy love abroad in our hearts. 

Then it says, “Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth”. The earthly Jerusalem in a sense will be that; but the holy city, the heavenly Jerusalem, will really be the joy of the whole earth in the world to come. It is already the joy of every lover of Christ; every one who loves Christ as typified in David and loves the city of David is rejoicing in what this city is; it is the city of our God. We sang in the hymn we began with about the name of God (Hymn 258). Think of that, the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit—that is 

our God! It is said also, “on the sides of the north, the city of the great King”. It is the sphere where Christ has absolute sway, “the city of the great King”. How we rejoice that God has given Him a name that which is above every name. That name brings out His greatness. He is not exactly King to us, He is Lord to us individually and Head to us collectively, but it is the same great Person. So “God is known in her palaces”, that is, these are the dwelling-places of the saints in the city of our God, places that are spiritually spacious, spiritually ornamented. 

They are not ornamented with any features of the first man, but ornamented with all the features of Christ, the second Man, out of heaven. 

In verse 12 it says, “Walk about Zion, and go round about her”. It is well worth taking a walk around the assembly to see what is there. I read the other day about a man who walked around the entire island of Manhattan and he described what he saw. But have you taken a walk recently around the assembly so that you can describe what you see? You count the towers; it is a military position still because Christ is in rejection. Outwardly Absalom is coming into power, he is coming into Jerusalem, but Hushai is already here. We are here in that sense; it is Hushai in the saints, David’s friend. You can take account of this from the military point of view. And “Mark ye well her bulwarks”, or as the footnote says, ‘Set your heart on’ her bulwarks. What a comfort it is to find in our localities that there are bulwarks against evil, bulwarks against lawlessness, and therefore bulwarks against the growing tide of apostasy. “Consider her palaces”; it is a wonderful matter to take account now of the habitations of the saints, for the palaces allude to spiritual royalty. These are dignified, wealthy persons who are in the city of our God. They are not beggars in the streets here, these persons are all dignified by sonship and the palaces are well worth considering. I would encourage every one of us to consider the palaces and see whether I can come into that area and feel at home. 

I referred to the passage in Leviticus because it brings up the thought of a walled city. A city without walls is unprotected. One thing that stands out in Revelation 21 is the measurement of the wall of the city; it says, “having a great and high wall” (Revelation 21: 12). Thank God that the city is characterised by that. In Leviticus you have this thought as to redeeming a dwelling-house in a walled city. Notice it is not a dwelling-house in a village, or on a farm, or in the country, it is in a walled city. If there is anyone here who has lost the enjoyment of having a dwelling-house in a walled city, I want to show you that according to this passage we are still in the time when you can redeem that. We know, of course, that if we apply this in its primary interpretation, the Jew lost the opportunity to redeem the dwelling-house in a walled city because he rejected the testimony of Christ, and of the Spirit and of the apostles. 

But I want to bring it down to some individual who may have lost the enjoyment of having a dwelling-house in a walled city, “if any one sell a dwelling-house”. You might wonder why would anyone sell a dwelling-house in a walled city. Why would anyone give up a habitation in the assembly as a walled city? What could there possibly be that is worth surrendering that for? I can tell you that there is nothing on this earth that is worth selling your dwelling-house in a walled city for. But what I want to impress you with is that we are in the time of grace; so it says, “he shall have the right of redemption up to the end of the year of the sale thereof”. 

That year is still running on. 

We often speak about the year pointing to the period in which the gospel is preached to men, the acceptable year of the Lord, and that is a blessed fact to consider. But I want to bring it closer home than that, to someone who has sold a dwelling-house in the walled city. You still have the right of redemption. Peter says, “and account the longsuffering of our Lord to be salvation”, 2 Peter 3: 15. Peter is speaking to Christians, not to unconverted people. So this passage would be in 

accord with that. You can count the longsuffering of the Lord salvation. He has waited for you day after day, week after week, month after month, and it may be, alas! year after year for you to redeem your dwelling-house in the walled city. He is saying to you again at this time. It is not too late yet, you can still redeem your dwelling-house in the walled city. I would encourage anyone who has sold the dwelling-house to redeem it. We are in the time of redemption, in that sense, and you can again resume your place in your dwelling-house in the walled city. All that is contrary to Christ and to God is shut out. Every feature of the first man is excluded from the walled city and the dwelling-house. What a blessed thought that is, where you come and you are just thoroughly at home and you can have the saints in your dwelling-house. I am not referring to what is physical now but to the moral thought. The life of the city involves this, that there is an area where you can sit down and enjoy with others who have dwelling-houses in the walled city what they have acquired from Christ and from the Spirit. 

Well, that is all I had to say, beloved brethren, but I am urgent that if there be someone who has sold the dwelling-house, that now is the time to redeem it because it is still the year in which the sale has taken place. You can recover it in divine grace and resume your place morally and spiritually in the walled city. I assure you there is nothing outside of it that is worth surrendering this dwelling-house for; but there is every reason, every encouragement from the Lord and from the Spirit, to redeem what is yours. What you sold, not valuing it perhaps, but now you can redeem it and see what its value is. There is nothing in one sense morally greater than a dwelling-house in a walled city. Think of being there in spiritual peace and joy knowing that you are in the place that divine love would have you in. You are at home in the city of our God, in the city of David, and the city is full of persons. You remember when Naomi and Ruth came back it says, “all the city was 

moved about them”, Ruth 1: 19. What release of affection and joy there would be among the brethren as somebody says, I want to redeem my dwelling-house. The Lord will give grace for it. May God bless the word. 

Address at New York
22 August 1998 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 22:14 (JND) [14] Blessed [are] they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city.

Psalms 46:4 (JND) [4] There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High.

Psalms 48:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.} Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness. [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King. [3] God is known in her palaces as a high fortress.

Leviticus 25:29 (JND) [29] And if any one sell a dwelling-house in a walled city, then he shall have the right of redemption up to the end of the year of the sale thereof; for a full year shall he have the right of redemption.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Ephesians 1:23 (JND) [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Psalms 46 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. …

Ezekiel 29:3 (JND) [3] speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great monster that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which saith, My river is mine own, and I made it for myself.

Psalms 65:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast visited the earth, thou hast watered it; thou greatly enrichest it: the river of God is full of water; thou providest their corn, when thou hast so prepared it:

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

John 7:37-38 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Philippians 3:18 (JND) [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:

Mark 5:19 (JND) [19] And he suffered him not, but says to him, Go to thine home to thine own people, and tell them how great things the Lord has done for thee, and has had mercy on thee.

Psalms 48 (JND) [1] {A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.} Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness. [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King. [3] God is known in her palaces as a high fortress. …

Psalms 46 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. …

Psalms 48 (JND) [1] {A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.} Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness. [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King. [3] God is known in her palaces as a high fortress. …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21:12 (JND) [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel.

2 Peter 3:15 (JND) [15] and account the longsuffering of our Lord [to be] salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him,

Ruth 1:19 (JND) [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi?



THE ONLY WAY OF DIVINE BLESSING

W. Lamont 

John 3: 14, 15; Acts 3: 21; 4: 12; 1 Corinthians 15: 25; Joshua 3: 3 (from “When ye see the ark”), 4 

I think it is obvious that we live in a world of alternatives; if something does not suit you, you choose something else. There are many examples. If you go on a journey and you find your way blocked up, you take an alternative route; another is alternative religion, where you choose what religion suits you. Children at school perhaps are a prey to that, being taught alternative religion so they can choose for themselves what they prefer. So this world is a world of alternatives. It will be noted that every passage we have read from the Scriptures. 

God’s infallible word contains that small word “must”; there is no alternative. In the glad tidings God presents to you the way to blessing, not the way to condemnation, but the way to blessing, and there is no alternative. It must be on God’s terms. Men want everything on their own terms, and we ourselves very often fall into that trap of wanting things on our own terms, what suits us. But God in the glad tidings presents His terms, and again I say, if you want blessing there is no alternative but to acknowledge and to accept what God says. 

First of all He would tell you that you are a sinner, “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”, all, 

there is no exception. Men also speak about making exceptions, but there is no exception to that; except the One glorious Man that we speak of, there are no exceptions— all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. One of the first things that we have in John 3 is—thus must the Son of man be lifted up. There was no alternative; the Lord Himself tells us that the Son of man must suffer many things (Luke 9: 22). No human mind could calculate the magnitude of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus; they could be known only to God. He suffered and entered into His glory (Luke 24: 26). So thus must the Son of man be lifted up. Those of us who know a little (and all any one of us knows is a little) about the Scriptures, know it refers to the serpent of brass lifted up on a pole in the wilderness, and how persons who had been bitten by the fiery serpents had to look in order to live (Numbers 21: 9). Have a look at Christ, of whom that serpent was a type, God’s provision, and God’s antidote to the bite of the serpent. Do you know what the bite of the serpent is? It is the power and authority of the devil working through sin in the flesh. God solved the matter through His own Son, the Son of man being lifted up. There was no alternative. Jesus had to die, if the question of sin and sins had to be settled. Firstly, for God’s glory; the first essential was that God should be glorified in the matter; then that the forgiveness of sins should be available to you and to me. 

O, what a propitious time we are in! The blessed Saviour God is proposing towards all the forgiveness of sins. What a blessing to those who receive it! It says, “that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. If you perish it is your own fault, because God in the glad tidings, in the feelings of His heart, is pointing you to the Son of man who was lifted up, the One who solved for ever, and completely, the whole matter of sin and of sins. It was not only the issue of sins, but of sin, the root of the matter. 

Sin existed in the universe before man was even on the earth, that terrible virus, the sin introduced by the 

devil who sought the place of God. He is described as “the anointed covering cherub” 

(Ezekiel 28: 14, 15), and “Lucifer, son of the morning!”, Isaiah 14: 12–15. What a being he was! Then in that scene of creation at the beginning of Genesis, he said to himself, I will soon spoil that, and he gained the ear of the woman, then the man. “By one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men”, Romans 5: 12. Why? It is the consequence of sin, the disobedience by one man. Think of the calamity that one man introduced into the world. One man disobeyed God and sinned; the result was the penalty of death lying on the whole human race; no one could lift it, no one could deal with it. All the great men of the world, all these great generals, all these clever men, they could not in any little degree lift the penalty of death. One blessed Man, the Son of man must be lifted up to solve the whole question. How? Through His suffering, His death, His rising and ascending, as we sang— 

‘If sinners ever were to know 

The depths of love divine, 

All Calv’ry’s weakness and its woe, 

Blest Saviour, must be Thine’. (Hymn 431) 

The death of Jesus was a necessity if God’s glory should be upheld, and if the forgiveness of sins should be extended to you and to me. God is offering the forgiveness of sins in the gospel, the feelings of His heart are being extended to us tonight. You can have it, it is a simple issue. Repent of your sins and accept God’s offer, putting your trust in the precious blood of Jesus. God is saying, Get clear of your sins. I have sent My Son, the One who must be lifted up; I have set Him forth a mercy-seat through faith in His blood. But the blood of Jesus will never atone for you unless you repent, confess your sins, and own Him as your Lord and Saviour. 

Now in Acts it says, “whom heaven indeed must receive”. It is a moral necessity, heaven had no alternative but to receive Him. It was inevitable that 

such a One who had glorified God, and laid the basis for the forgiveness of sins for the whole human race should be received; it was a necessity, there was no alternative—whom heaven must receive. We should be glad about that; we sang about it today— 

‘Received in glory bright up there, 

The Father’s greetings, honours rare, 

Are heaped upon His Son’s blest brow; 

He is the mighty Victor now’. (Hymn 350) 

O, the majesty of Jesus as out of death, death could not hold Him! His body saw no corruption; that is another important thing. Think of the wonder of that! In John 11, Martha said of Lazarus, “Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days there” (John 11: 39). It is the normal thing for persons in death. But the body of the Lord Jesus saw no corruption; that holy body was in the grave three days and three nights, and it says, “Thou wilt not suffer thy gracious one to see corruption”, Acts 13: 35. O, the perfection of the body of Jesus, that holy One! Then as raised from the dead He is the same holy One, but in a new condition, and we can celebrate His rising. He was “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Romans 6: 4. The glory of the Father means that His love and His power combined to raise up that blessed One from among the dead. He was chosen and raised up from among the dead. 

There will be a time when all the dead will be raised. We read in John 5 that the dead who are in the tombs will hear the voice of the Son of God and will come forth. He has the right to assert His voice because He has been in death Himself, and has for ever broken its power. 

The Son of God has authority to command all the dead to come forth. It is significant in John 11 that He said, “Lazarus, come forth” (John 11: 44), naming an individual. If the Lord Jesus had said, ‘Come forth’, all the dead would have come forth. He would have exerted His power spoken of in John 5. Meantime, He is there in the presence of God, seated in the Father’s throne; that is a provisional position the Lord Jesus fills. 

He is soon going to rise from the Father’s throne and take His own throne, but at the present time, “salvation is in none other”. 

In some systems men state that good works will save you. Good works will never save you; the prophet says, “And we are all become as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64: 6), in the sight of a holy God. So “salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”. There is no alternative, my friend. If you want salvation, if you want to live in the presence of God and know the blessings that brings eternally, it is through the name of Jesus that you must be saved. O, the blessing of it. This is said by Peter soon after the Lord’s crucifixion and His rejection by men. God says, Well, you have rejected Him personally, but in the glad tidings I will give you His Name. His Name supposes His absence, and it says, 

“for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”. Notice it is under heaven given among men; it is not given to the angels or any other beings, it is given among men. My friend, I repeat in all sincerity and sobriety, there is no alternative for salvation, but to put your trust in the precious Name and the precious blood of Jesus. 

That brings me to the scripture in Corinthians, “For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet”. He is in a position of authority, He is with the Father in His throne, and He is reigning. You may say I do not see any evidence of His reigning. The proof is in front of your eyes, and it is sounding in your ears that He is reigning, reigning in human hearts, reigning in the presence of God. Where is the Lord Jesus reigning today? In my heart, I give Him that place; I have confessed Him as my Lord and as my Saviour. If I confess Him as my Lord He is reigning, He is supreme to me, His rights are supreme. I trust His rights are supreme to every one in this room, or, are you looking 

for alternatives? Are you paying lip service? Have you confessed Jesus as Lord? You may say. Well, yes, that is settled, I have confessed Him as Lord, that is safe, but I would like to do my own will. He is not reigning in your heart if that is so. My friend, let Jesus reign in your heart, let Jesus come into your heart! How simple it is, let Him come into your heart. He must reign, there is no alternative. Who else could reign? I ask you, give me a name. Who else but the One of whom it is said, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens”, Hebrews 7: 26. Who else could have done the work that Jesus has done? I challenge the universe, give me another name than the name of Jesus who is able to reign, who must reign. It is God’s proclamation in the glad tidings—“For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet”. 

The time is coming when persons who have refused the glad tidings will come under judgment. My friend, do not come under the category of his enemies. O, the awfulness of being an enemy of Jesus! It speaks about the Lord Jesus coming (I almost hesitate to say it but it is in Scripture), the same blessed One whom we know as our Saviour, the blessed One who reigns in human hearts, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ”, 2 Thessalonians 1: 8. 

Some have said you should not speak about judgment in the glad tidings; it is not part of the glad tidings, but it is part of the word of God. A servant of the Lord, in preaching, said, You say I preach judgment, and should I not, it is my duty to warn you. I would remind you of the word, “Because there is wrath, beware”, Job 36: 18. O the solemnity of refusing the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ. His present position is in glory in His Father’s throne. When He puts all enemies under His feet, it will be as taking up His rightful place on His own throne, having a bearing on the whole world, particularly the part of the earth in which we live. Scripture indicates the revival of the Roman Empire. One has 

been continually struck with the beginnings of this European Economic Community, or European Union, with the fact that the outcome of the first meeting was even called the Treaty of Rome. It is not without significance. God will judge the revived Roman Empire. 

His resentment is strong as to the regime under which His beloved Son was crucified. How many preachings there have been in this third part of the earth! It is where the severest judgment will fall. Then the millennium will be brought in, which really means that the Lord Jesus will reign over the earth for a thousand years and there will be blessing for men to enjoy. I leave that with you. In the meantime I appeal to you to give your heart to the Saviour. 

There is no alternative. 

Now, dear fellow believer, I add a brief word on Joshua, “the way by which ye must go”. 

This scripture does not have a bearing exactly on unbelievers, it has a bearing on persons who already have a known relationship with God. These were God’s people who were faced with the Jordan, typical of death. The psalm says, “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? 

thou Jordan, that thou turnedest back?”, Psalm 114: 5. The terrible power of death raging in its awfulness against the Son of God is typified in the ark approaching the Jordan. The ark is not a type of the sacrificial work of the Lord Jesus; there are types we have spoken of that are. The ark is a type of the Lord Jesus in all His mighty power as facing the awfulness of death typified in the waters of the Jordan flowing over all its banks. When the ark went into the Jordan the waters went away back as far as the city Adam and stood up in a heap. Now what does that mean, waters stood up in a heap? It was like death saluting a superior. The Lord Jesus went into the power of death but superior to it. It was not that He did not feel it, I would carefully guard that. He tasted death for every thing (Hebrews 2: 9); as Mr. Darby said, To Him death was death. So it says, “that ye may know the way by which ye must go”. 

In order to enjoy the blessings of God in their greatness, to enjoy the fulness 

of God’s thoughts typified in the land, there is no alternative, but to go by way of the Jordan. 

The Red Sea is typical of the Lord’s death for us; the Jordan is typical of our death with Him, and our resurrection, and is the only way of entrance into the land and all the blessings that God has in mind for us. As a servant of the Lord has said, Christian blessings are unconditional from the divine side, but the enjoyment of them is conditional. For us, as believers, that means going the way of the Jordan and accepting death morally in order that we may enjoy the blessings of the land. Have you tasted these blessings spiritually? As we sometimes sing, 

‘Thine is the world of life, where more 

By far than Eshcol’s grapes is found’ (Hymn 288). 

We can know the blessing of the divine presence, the blessing of the fulness of God’s thoughts for us, the blessing of sonship. O, the dignity by far, more than any institute in this world can confer on you, of being given the privilege of being a son of God. And more than that, “because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father”, Galatians 4: 6. We know these things, we can read of them in the Scriptures, but the word of God to us tonight, dear fellow believer, is that we may know the way by which we must go. That is the way of the Jordan, the entrance into the land, to enjoy the fulness of God’s thoughts of blessing for us. It is the way we must go if we want to give God His full and true portion. May it be true of every one of us, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Bo’ness
9 August 1998 

 


Scripture references

John 3:14-15 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

1 Corinthians 15:25 (JND) [25] For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet.

Joshua 3:3 (JND) [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it;

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Luke 9:22 (JND) [22] saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised up.

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

Numbers 21:9 (JND) [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Ezekiel 28:14-15 (JND) [14] Thou wast the anointed covering cherub, and I had set thee [so]: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou didst walk up and down in the midst of stones of fire. [15] Thou wast perfect in thy ways, from the day that thou wast created, till unrighteousness was found in thee.

Isaiah 14:12-15 (JND) [12] How art thou fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning! Thou art cut down to the ground, that didst prostrate the nations! [13] And thou that didst say in thy heart, I will ascend into the heavens, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit upon the mount of assembly, in the recesses of the north; [14] I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High: [15] none the less art thou brought down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:39 (JND) [39] Jesus says, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of the dead, says to him, Lord, he stinks already, for he is four days [there].

Acts 13:35 (JND) [35] Wherefore also he says in another, Thou wilt not suffer thy gracious one to see corruption.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11:44 (JND) [44] And the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes, and his face was bound round with a handkerchief. Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go.

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

Isaiah 64:6 (JND) [6] And we are all become as an unclean [thing], and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away;

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

2 Thessalonians 1:8 (JND) [8] in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ;

Job 36:18 (JND) [18] Because there is wrath, [beware] lest it take thee away through chastisement: then a great ransom could not avail thee.

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.



THE PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS AS LORD

I. M. Shearer 

Acts 16: 17, 18, 29–33; 19: 13–18 

As looking around on familiar faces this weekend I am speaking to persons who have already been sharing very precious things. Now I do not wish to reflect unkindly on any one or any situation, but I want to raise a question with every one here—Do you know the Lord Jesus? I am afraid it has been often the case that persons have gone a long way, familiar with the things of God, and yet have not known the Lord Jesus. They may have been able to speak about Him, well able to describe what generally is considered right, but they have not known Him. I ask you, Do you know Him? I cite as an instance a parable that the Lord Jesus spoke when He was here—the parable of a man who went away entrusting his substance to his servants, and three are described who were variously bestowed according to their ability. You can read about it in Matthew 25. As you know, some traded—he that had five talents made five more; he that had two talents made two more. But he that had one talent, what did he say? “I knew thee that thou art a hard man”, Matthew 25: 24. Imagine that! A man with all the privileges that his fellow servants had had, and when it came to a time for accounting he had a complete misconception of the Lord Jesus. We are all invited to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and I tell you that you will not find Him a harsh Man. How would you describe the Lord Jesus? I trust you do not think Him harsh, I trust that you do not blame Him, saying; I cannot go here, I cannot go there, I cannot do this, I cannot have what I want! That would just show that your perception of the Lord Jesus is inaccurate. 

I want to speak about the Lord Jesus in these passages. There are two situations in each case in juxtaposition, and persons are able to use His name and 

speak about Him with a certain amount of what was right in it. But did the speaker know who he was speaking about? Here we have a woman with a spirit of Python. Hers was a very serious case, and how serious a man’s plight is when the devil has control of his life. He can even use such a person to speak things like this woman spoke, things that in Christendom, in general, might pass muster. (We shudder as we think of some things that are passing muster in religious circles). Her speaking persisted, it was a course. Has anybody had any sense of being caught in a course, and being driven by Satan? Now, “the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil”, 1 John 3: 8. But here was a soul absolutely enslaved and continuing for many days with this opposition to the Lord’s servants. 

Here was somebody, in the presence of the truth, persisting in ignorance of the Lord Jesus. So Paul speaks to the spirit, saying, “I enjoin thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her”. And it came out the same hour. The persons associated with this woman were unaffected and they brought tribulation upon the saints. 

But was there not another man in this chapter in bondage? There was, a harsh man, but he came and fell down before Paul and Silas, saying, “Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?” 

O, if only we could get some impression of our needs if we are strangers to the Lord Jesus! 

Maybe we have heard about Him in our homes all our life; maybe we have attended meetings for years and heard about Him in all our responsible history, and yet are we still strangers? 

Now is the time and opportunity to become well acquainted with Him. So Paul is able to speak with conviction and in a way that brought peace into the situation—“Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”. Confusion was all around; confusion was within this man’s heart; he had a family that was not saved; he himself was about to take his own life; it is the desperation of a person left without hope, but convicted. You have no need to be in that position. Would that conviction works; would that 

you might be alerted as to any remoteness from the Lord Jesus as a Saviour, as a Friend, as a personal acquaintance. Right now you can come to know Him in a very close way. It is not a question of waiting until after the meeting, you do not have to go and talk it over with anybody; Paul says, Believe on Him. Just believe on Him where you are sitting, take up this offer of a personal acquaintance with Christ. There is no substitute for knowing the Lord Jesus. You can know Him as One to talk to, to confide in, to ask Him questions. I am not talking in any theoretical way, I am talking practically, and with conviction. Many here could confirm what I say, that there is One to whom you can actually be so close that you can tell Him things and ask Him things you would not breathe to anyone else. 

Here in this crumbling prison Paul says to a man in desperation, ‘This is the Man you need, the Lord Jesus; believe on Him and thou shalt be saved’. Is that all? No, he adds, “and thy house”. So Paul goes into that household. We are reminded of what he says to the Corinthians, “ourselves your bondmen for Jesus’ sake”, 2 Corinthians 4: 5. How immediately He was able to pursue what was for this man’s blessing. While he was receptive, while he was feeling his need, he was ministered to. That is the case here today. We are in an environment here where everything is in your favour to catch up lost ground. Allow conviction to come into your soul so that the things we have been speaking about for three days suddenly become your own possession, not just something you have written in your notebook. Now is the time to get it for yourself to enjoy it, to live it and to share it. 

In chapter 19 a situation is depicted where there was deficiency. Paul had come into this area and discovered a certain lack, and he ministered as to it, involving the Holy Spirit. “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed?” (Acts 19: 2). A good question; I might raise it this afternoon. Are you sure you have the 

Spirit? The whole end of the announcing of the glad tidings is that God may give you His Holy Spirit. The man that we have just read about in chapter 16 was one whom God intended to fill with His own Spirit. That is the magnificence of what God offers to men. He presents to them as lost, a Saviour, He offers them forgiveness, He wipes out the debt and He meets the effects of sin in them; He makes persons suitable to be entrusted with the Holy Spirit. It is the ultimate offer to a man, that God would give him His own Spirit. He has His power, He has His benefits, He says the cattle on a thousand hills are His. What could He not do for you? He says, I will give you My Spirit. Is there anything more He could do for you? Could He offer you anything more generously, more confidingly? That is what we announce. The Lord Jesus as Saviour is the One through whom we receive such a gift. So the question is raised, it is met, and Paul remains there a long time teaching. Let us not be slothful in relation to teaching that is extant among us and readily available to every one of us. 

Now we come to something that is counterfeit in the seven sons of Sceva, Jewish high priest. 

They thought they would take advantage of the favour of the moment. You cannot trifle with the things of God. Each one of us here, who has enjoyed such privileges as we have this past weekend, is also very responsible. We must not take up the truth in a superficial and selfish way as these men did. They presume to use the name of Jesus. I suppose you might say they were caught up in a certain revival atmosphere, but there was no repentance in them, no feeling in them as to the rights of God. It is called a “wicked spirit” here, and even it could say, “Jesus I know”. Think of the wickedness working in somebody! It reminds you of the man in the synagogue possessed by an unclean spirit who cried out, “Eh! what have we to do with thee, Jesus, Nazarene? Art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art”, Mark 1: 24. The Lord Jesus is more than a match for any adverse power that might have the mastery over you. 

Here in Acts 19, the wicked spirit said to them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I am acquainted with; but ye, who are ye?” We have just been speaking of one man Paul had secured from Satan, but how many more he secured for Christ! What power was evident in the gracious progress of Paul among his fellow men as one recovered. He says himself that he was once 

“an insolent overbearing man”, 1 Timothy 1: 13. But he was affected by the grace of the Lord Jesus, and became a vessel through whom blessing could come. 

To continue, the spirit says, I am acquainted with this man, but who are you? Have you ever found yourself in a fix? Have you ever found yourself struggling with something that you are not equal for in your life? It says that he got the mastery over them. Then this thing became known and fear fell upon all that inhabited Ephesus, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. The name of the Lord Jesus—do you know Him? I press that question—Do you know the Lord Jesus, He who is Saviour for every man, if they will put their trust in Him? 

What was the effect in the life of the people who feared? They were brought into relation with God; they knew that they were in the presence of God and the power of God, and it was focused for them in the Lord Jesus Christ. It had an effect on them; it had an effect on their lives. That is a very important thing that our faith in the Lord Jesus practically changes our lives. I do not think any enlightened, exercised preacher is seeking to add to the numbers of professing Christians. He is seeking persons who will put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and who will allow Him to dictate the details of their lives, even down to the books they have (see Acts 19: 19). Are you ready for that? Would you let the Lord affect you so that you go through your bookshelf? You know how books will steal your time, engage your interest, hold and nourish your lusts. 

The name of the Lord Jesus as mentioned here is meant to affect you. He wants you to come to an end 

of things in your life so that He can take full possession. It says, “And many of those that believed came confessing and declaring their deeds”. There was no self-justification, no hiding the truth coming out. Think of the woman in Mark 5, whose life was ebbing away, and whom nobody could help: the physicians could not help her, they made her worse; but when she came to the Lord Jesus and touched the hem of His garment, she was immediately healed. 

Not only that, she came and told Him all the truth (Mark 5: 25–34). She did not whisper just for His ears, others would have heard her. Similarly the woman in John 4 came to the men of the city and said, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done—is not he the Christ?” (John 4: 29). What openness and what liberty the Lord Jesus gives those who are set free from the bondage of their sins. It says of those set free in this chapter, “many of those that believed came confessing and declaring their deeds. And many of those that practised curious arts brought their books of charms and burnt them before all”. You might say they are burning their bridges behind them; there was to be no going back. Are you ready to commit yourself for life, to make a decision for the Lord Jesus, one that you are not going to reverse? 

Have you finished for ever with something that has held you until now? Well, that is the appeal. 

Zacchaeus could not see over the crowd, but he wanted to see Jesus who He was (Luke 19). 

Maybe the truth that has been before us this weekend has roused your curiosity, and you would like to know more of what the brethren have been saying. You may have heard your father say such things all your life, or a local brother has gone over these things time and again, and now you would like to have them for yourself. That was like Zacchaeus, he found a tree to climb up for a better view, but what he needed to have was a personal transaction with the Lord Jesus. That is what happened; the Lord came right to him, and being up the tree he could not get away. I hope you feel like that—the Lord 

Jesus has got you where you cannot get away. So He says, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must remain in thy house”, Luke 19: 5. There was no panic in the breast of that man; he received the Lord Jesus. Oh, what an appeal there is in that! I would love to convey what receiving the Lord Jesus means in your life. He comes in and makes all the difference. He says to this man, I am coming into your house, and He did. Then more than that, He says, “Today salvation is come to this house”, Luke 19: 9. His wife and children no doubt shared the blessing of the Lord coming into the house. Oh, dear fathers and mothers, make sure that the Lord Jesus is at liberty in your house. 

Some complained about Him going in to lodge with a sinful man, but He went in there to lodge with a repentant man. What a difference! Zacchaeus says, “if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I return him fourfold”. What a local brother now! What a contributor in the gathering, because he knew this chosen One of God was his own Lord Jesus! May He come into our lives today; may you embrace Him. I do not mean to make anything of the date, but if only this could be a milestone in your life, one that is even discernible by others, that He has come in to change your life. These meetings that we have had will assume a totally different significance, you will enjoy what we have been talking about, and it will become part of your life. Then see how it will affect the meetings that ensue from this time; see what it will do in the neighbourhood; see what it will do in the office. I appeal to you to put it to the test; make the Lord Jesus Christ Lord in your life. May He bless the word. 

Preaching at Ormond Beach
29 December 1996 
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Scripture references

Acts 16:17-33 (JND) [17] She, having followed Paul and us, cried saying, These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you [the] way of salvation. [18] And this she did many days. And Paul, being distressed, turned, and said to the spirit, I enjoin thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And it came out the same hour. [19] And her masters, seeing that the hope of their gains was gone, having seized Paul and Silas, dragged [them] into the market before the magistrates; [20] and having brought them up to the praetors, said, These men utterly trouble our city, being Jews, [21] and announce customs which it is not lawful for us to receive nor practise, being Romans. [22] And the crowd rose up too against them; and the praetors, having torn off their clothes, commanded to scourge [them]. [23] And having laid many stripes upon them they cast [them] into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely; [24] who, having received such a charge, cast them into the inner prison, and secured their feet to the stocks. [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them. [26] And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison shook, and all the doors were immediately opened, and the bonds of all loosed. [27] And the jailor being awakened out of his sleep, and seeing the doors of the prison opened, having drawn a sword was going to kill himself, thinking the prisoners had fled. [28] But Paul called out with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. …

Acts 19:13-18 (JND) [13] And certain of the Jewish exorcists also, who went about, took in hand to call upon those who had wicked spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, I adjure you by Jesus, whom Paul preaches. [14] And there were certain [men], seven sons of Sceva, Jewish high priest, who were doing this. [15] But the wicked spirit answering said to them, Jesus I know, and Paul I am acquainted with; but *ye*, who are ye? [16] And the man in whom the wicked spirit was leaped upon them, and having mastered both, prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. [17] And this became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who inhabited Ephesus, and fear fell upon all of them, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. [18] And many of those that believed came confessing and declaring their deeds.

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

Matthew 25:24 (JND) [24] And he also that had received the one talent coming to [him] said, [My] lord, I knew thee that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hadst not sowed, and gathering from where thou hadst not scattered,

1 John 3:8 (JND) [8] He that practises sin is of the devil; for from [the] beginning the devil sins. To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil.

2 Corinthians 4:5 (JND) [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake.

Acts 19:2 (JND) [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come].

Mark 1:24 (JND) [24] saying, Eh! what have we to do with thee, Jesus, Nazarene? Art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the holy one of God.

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

Acts 19:19 (JND) [19] And many of those that practised curious arts brought their books [of charms] and burnt them before all. And they reckoned up the prices of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

Mark 5 (JND) [1] And they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. [2] And immediately on his going out of the ship there met him out of the tombs a man possessed by an unclean spirit, [3] who had his dwelling in the tombs; and no one was able to bind him, not even with chains; …

Mark 5:25-34 (JND) [25] And a certain woman who had had a flux of blood twelve years, [26] and had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent everything she had and had found no advantage from it, but had rather got worse, [27] having heard concerning Jesus, came in the crowd behind and touched his clothes; [28] for she said, If I shall touch but his clothes I shall be healed. [29] And immediately her fountain of blood was dried up, and she knew in her body that she was cured from the scourge. [30] And immediately Jesus, knowing in himself the power that had gone out of him, turning round in the crowd said, Who has touched my clothes? [31] And his disciples said to him, Thou seest the crowd pressing on thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? [32] And he looked round about to see her who had done this. [33] But the woman, frightened and trembling, knowing what had taken place in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. [34] And he said to her, Daughter, thy faith has healed thee; go in peace, and be well of thy scourge.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

Luke 19 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. …

Luke 19:5 (JND) [5] And when he came up to the place, Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house.

Luke 19:9 (JND) [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham;
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