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THE ANOINTING


Isaiah 42: 1-4, 10-12; 2 Samuel 23: 1-5; 2 Corinthians 1: 21, 22

J.McK.   These passages readily connect with one another with regard to the anointing, identified as it is in Isaiah 42 with the Spirit Himself:  "I will put my Spirit upon him".  I wondered if we might have help to focus our attention in particular on the passage in Samuel, where we have recorded the last words of David.  As we gather today we miss many of our brethren whom we have known and loved, and whose days in the testimony have been completed.  It is therefore very interesting to see what David says as he comes to the end of his life, in particular referring to himself firstly as "The anointed of the God  of Jacob" - as looking back he was conscious that God had committed Himself to him - and then as "the sweet psalmist of Israel".  We think of our absent brethren in the context of these precious words and they become meaningful.  There are those whom we remember as marked among us by the dignity of the anointing; and from their experiences, rich as they have been, there have come psalms, rich contributions to the service of God.

I thought we could dwell on these things and maybe be helped to see how the Spirit of God is available as the anointing, emphasising the feature of dignity and attractiveness in the saints.  We often think and speak, rightly, of the presence of the Spirit in other respects, and of course His presence among us is a very full thing!  He is able for every exigency that arises in the testimony  -  power for life, power to go through in the energy that God gives in a scene that is marked by defilement and death, power to retain what is of God, power to understand things, power to realise our link with Christ.  All these things are available in the Spirit for us, but do we think enough, dear brethren, of what He is as the anointing?  I believe the presence of the Spirit in view of dignity is something that we might get help about, as seeing that this feature is vital to the testimony at the end of this wonderful dispensation.

J.C.E.  In our case, in the last verses that you read, it is subject to our link with the Lord Jesus that we have been anointed: "he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God", and so on.  It is not for any specific purpose, but it is being anointed in view of our general activities being in accordance with the divine mind.

J.McK.  Yes.  I think the first point in it would be that God is pleased.  He commits Himself to what is pleasing to Him, and in that passage Paul puts himself alongside the brethren:  "he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God".  We should not forget in days of smallness publicly, that there is to be a suited dignity and attractiveness about what is of God and for God in His testimony.  I think we must be concerned not to fail Him in that respect.

D.J.H.  Is that why it is related to "in Christ", the Anointed of God; we are to be in accord with that? 

J.McK.  You mean that He is the Man who has done, and will do, things.  He has been made both Lord and Christ.  He is the great Operator, the One who will bring everything in finally for God, and we have a link with Him.  I thought we should begin, therefore, by considering this beautiful account of the servant in Isaiah 42.  If we are to appreciate what in normality is to be found in us, we need to see that for God dignity and beauty in man relates to what came out in Christ personally.

D.J.H.  So it has been pointed out that there is no comma after 'behold'; it is "Behold my servant".  Attention is specifically drawn to this blessed One as anointed of God.

J.McK.  Yes, One who would come into the place of service, the glory of who He was personally giving its own tone to what actually came out in that life of perfection in service upon the earth.

H.A.H.  I think it has been pointed out affectingly that when this passage is quoted in Matthew 12 it is really the answer to the meek and lowly Man of chapter 11.

J.McK.  That is interesting; the One who was so great came into circumstances which were outwardly so restricted and lowly.  We are to learn from that, that dignity according to God does not belong to official, public, orthodox position.  Dignity according to God is moral and relates to what is inward.  In the manhood of Jesus what was inward and what was outward were fully in accord.

H.A.H.  He could say "Altogether that which I also say to you", John 8: 25.

S.D.K.R.  Would it be the consciousness of what we are from the divine point of view?  

J.McK.  I think that is basic to it.  David looks back and says, God anointed me.  I think in some sense we must have the assurance in our own souls that God has committed Himself to us.  He does not commit Himself to the flesh.  His committal involves that He has done something, and that forms the basis upon which all service to God, or representation of Him, is carried out.

E.C.B.  Does the pouring out of the Spirit especially connect with anointing? 

J.McK.  I believe that would be right: you are thinking of Acts 2? 

E.C.B.  Yes, and connecting with it the reference quoted in Acts from Joel: "I will pour out of my Spirit upon ..." (v 17).  It is not 'with' nor 'in', but it is 'upon'.  That is the character of the anointing, is it not? 

J.McK.  I think so.  So the word here is "I will put my Spirit upon him".  There should be a difference that is observable in those who are rightly in God's testimony.  There was something about Christ that marked Him out from others.  Men did not always accept His ministry, but there was always something in Him as representing God which drew out respect even from His enemies.

J.S.P.  "Never man spoke thus, as this speaks", John 7: 46.

J.McK.   Yes; in that chapter the opposition against Christ was rising.  The question is raised "Why have ye not brought him?" and His enemies themselves, the officers who came back, say "Never man spoke thus, as this man".  I think that shows that although they were against what Christ stood for there was an attractiveness about His whole bearing among them that was recognisable and had to be respected even by those who were against Him.

W.H.S.  In 1 Samuel 16 we read about man looking upon the outward appearance, "but Jehovah looketh upon the heart" (v 7).  He found all that in David personally which was so attractive - "he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance"; but there was something inward as well, was there not? 

J.McK.  That is right; there was, and he stayed that way.  That reference is to David at the beginning of his life.  God had seen what he was secretly, the incident of the lion and the bear and all that was involved in that.  But David stayed that way, so that the tribute from the women who sang in Israel was not exactly to his exploits but to his personal beauty and influence as among the people.

E.C.B.  Is that also reflected in what is said, that "even when Saul was king, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel", 1 Chron 11: 2?  Is that the dignity of his movements? 

J.McK.  That is what I was thinking of, that his personal influence in a sense was greater than his official position, and we shall be on dangerous ground if we are on any other ground than that, that personally we are greater than any official place we may take up.

J.M.  God Himself speaks of "my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!".  The inward moral beauty that was there becomes the reason, so to speak, why the Spirit is put upon Him.

J.McK.  "In whom my soul delighteth" indicates that, speaking very carefully, the inwards of God were affected and drawn out by an object upon the earth.  It takes our minds quickly to the beginning of Luke's gospel where the perfection of Christ is described, but in real human circumstances.

J.M.  All that was for the pleasure of God before there was anything public.

J.McK.  So that in Luke's gospel, when He is baptised, He takes a very low place.  I was looking the other day at chapter 3 of Luke which says "it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised, and praying" (v 21), the wording suggesting that the people had gone before and He took the last place.

E.C.M.  "I am in the midst of you as the one that serves": what an example for us! 

J.McK.  Exactly, the One who took the bondman's place.  A servant of the Lord has said as to this passage that, although as to His Person, His glory knew no competition, yet the first evidence of it was in perfect unobtrusive lowliness.  Now that is the kind of man God anoints.  To refer back to Luke 3, it was not simply that He was baptised but it says He was praying.  I believe that connects with the line of experience in the servant himself which will result in responsiveness Godward and which links with what David became as the sweet psalmist.  There is a link between the idea that Jesus was praying and the experience in manhood which results in an outflow Godward.

D.E.B.  It goes on in this section in Isaiah 42 to speak in some detail about what He would not do.  Is that because those are the things which we, probably, naturally would do?  

J.McK.     I think that is right.  The contrast is beautiful.  "He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street".  What men seek is prominence, outward recognition.  What Jesus sought was heaven's approval, and there was a beauty about His manhood which was incomparable.  There was never a man like this upon the earth before, and in perfection there has never been another like Him since, but we are to learn from it in order that the qualities wrought out in that Man shall yet be extended for God's pleasure.  He will commit Himself to those qualities even in these days.

E.M.W.  We see it perfectly in Him.  Will you tell us how it is brought about in us? 

J.McK.  I think in the first instance it calls for a state of humility with us.  Mr Darby contrasts chapter 22 of 2 Samuel with chapter 23.  He says that in chapter 22 David is celebrating the victory over his enemies; the enemies had all been overthrown and he is celebrating all that God had done for him in that context.  In chapter 23 he is in the presence of the wealth and richness of divine blessing.  What that results in is not an expression of jubilance but a state of humility with David, and I think that is basic to our beginning to move down this road about which we are speaking.  What do you say? 

E.M.W.   I think that helps; so in chapter 22 he had God before him, what God had done, and God being before him and he being in the presence of God would keep him lowly.

J.McK.  That is right.  So he says in chapter 23, It was God that anointed me.  Everything changed for David from that day onwards and we are thinking of David as a man of like passions with ourselves.  Everything changed for David from the moment that he was aware that God had committed Himself to him.

E.C.M.  Paul speaks of himself as being "less than the least of all saints", Eph 3: 8.  

J.McK.  Well, the more we think of Christ the more we are reduced in our own view because of what we find in ourselves.  But notice the character of this service:  "A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth"; that is, His service was a very sensitive thing.  He was not making great proclamations, He was operating in a sensitive and, you might say, a feeling way, as bringing into evidence what was of God.  The bruised reed may indicate that some damage had been caused and it was a question of recovery.  The Lord Jesus was active, not to cause damage, not in any way to cause disruption, but to bring about healing and revival.

C.J.H.D.  I was thinking how interesting it is that David should write that psalm that covers the anointing in a priestly way at the end of the Songs of Degrees, Psalm 133, and the fact that the oil flowed down to the lowest point, the hem of the garment, which would fit in with our day of humbling circumstances, would it not? 

J.McK.  Yes, that is interesting.  What a contributor to the service of God David became, and we too have that privilege.  We should think, even in that, of the Lord Jesus as an example, which is why I read from verse 10 of chapter 42, where we have the words "Sing unto Jehovah a new song".  If we think of that as related to the life of Jesus, it carries a distinctive richness about it, that out of the experiences of Christ in manhood there came responses to God that were unique.

D.J.H.   Is that something that remains: David is gone but the psalms remain.  Those of whom you have spoken who have gone before us have gone, but there is something that remains.  Is that what you have in mind? 

J.McK.  Yes.  We have had the privilege, and along with that the considerable responsibility of knowing persons who have been conscious that God had committed Himself to them, and persons who through experience with Him in their lives became contributors in a right sense to what was for His pleasure.

D.J.H.  So it is not that what remains is to make anything of us; what remains results in what is for God, does it not? 

J.McK.  Yes, exactly.

E.C.B.  Do you think we need more consciousness that we are anointed?  I wondered if that was not a good beginning.  Even in public matters in services like the Coronation, anointing is a conscious thing.  I wondered whether we have sufficient consciousness of being anointed.

J.McK.  I think that is a very good suggestion because, if you think about the life of David, it says that God "took him from the sheepfolds:  from  following  the  suckling-ewes", Ps 78: 70, 71.  We do not know a great deal of the detail, but we know sufficient to realise that there came a day when the messengers came from Jesse's house, and conveyed the message that everybody was waiting for David to come in.  I think that emphasises what you say, that there was a particular point in the man's history when he was conscious that God committed Himself to him, and I believe that that made a change.  From that day onwards David not only realised the anointing for himself but he took account of it as it related to others, for example Saul.  He learned to respect it in others, as having the experience of what it meant for himself.

E.C.B.  We perhaps need therefore to be strengthened in the sense that we are here as anointed me and women.

J.McK.  Yes, quite; so that God not only has something secretly in us, but He has something that He has conferred upon us that will make a distinction publicly.  It means that everything we do is to have a certain character and attractiveness about it.  Is that right? 

E.C.B.  Yes, I think what you are saying is very important and, if I may say so, timely.  We should not think of having the Spirit apart from believing and acting as if there was some outward effect; an outward effect is inseparable from the anointing.

E.P.  Would you say something as to the difference between anointing and sealing. 

J.McK.  As I understand it sealing is a question of God's claim; that is, He puts in His claim of ownership upon us.  The anointing is rather the conferring of a dignity that He alone can impart.  There may be an attempt to imitate this, but in its quality and character God alone can confer the kind of dignity and beauty which we are speaking about.  What do you say? 

E.P.  I think that helps very much.  I did wonder whether the sealing would make us conscious that the Spirit claims us for God, but the anointing would help us to see that there is a divine objective in that we might truly represent the God to whom we belong.  

J.McK.  That is an interesting way to put it.  So the expression in 2 Samuel 23 is "The anointed of the God of Jacob".  David in that reference is linking on, is he not, with what has gone before?  He is referring to God in the way that Jacob knew Him.  Jacob was not always exemplary, he was not always conscious of divine support; in fact, although his objectives were largely right, some of the means he used to reach them could be questioned.  Nevertheless the anointing became evident in a man like Jacob.  At the end of his life Jacob, it says, "blessed Pharaoh" (Gen 47: 7), and according to Hebrews, "the inferior is blessed by the better", chap 7: 7.  That was because of the anointing.  It was because there was something in Jacob as a consequence of divine committal that was not in Pharaoh in spite of the man's official position.

E.M.W.  In Christianity we regard the assembly as the anointed vessel: will you say a word as to how that works out in days of breakdown.

J.McK.  Well, you can help us, but God's commitment to the assembly is, I suppose, alluded to in 2 Corinthians 1: 21:  "he that ... has anointed us"; that is, the saints as brought together in the light of the assembly.  We also have the reference in 1 Corinthians 12: 12, do we not, "so also is the Christ"; that is the saints as anointed together and bound together in an organic sense by divine activity.  What do you have in mind? 

E.M.W.  I was thinking of the verse that you have quoted in 1 Corinthians 12: that refers to the assembly.  Do you think that we should be exercised, as already intimated, to be in the power of the anointing so that there is something of the nature and character of the assembly in expression?  We need to see the assembly as the anointed vessel, do we not, not ourselves as exclusive brethren, so to speak.

J.McK .  Precisely; so the anointing brings about a unity which is of God, a unity which, as we have been taught, according to 1 Corinthians 12 is organic; it relates to life.  It is not an organisation but rather an organism, and the Spirit is committed to that.

R.T.  Does the anointing involve both power and capacity to go through in perhaps a suffering way? 

J.McK.  I am sure that is right.  Help us more about that.

R.T.  I was thinking that perhaps the anointing comes out particularly in circumstances of suffering in the present time.  What is to be in expression is a capacity to go through these sufferings in the dignity of which you are speaking.

J.McK.    So that the first ingredient of the anointing oil in Exodus was myrrh, was it not?  It was also fragrant.  So, as going through wilderness circumstances, there is to be, in spite of suffering, what is attractive in the public position.  It has often been pointed out that you do not get any reference to the anointing in respect of the temple but you have it in connection with the tabernacle, that is, related to the scene in the wilderness where what is of God is going through against a background of what is opposed to Him.  It is against such a background that the dignity of what is of Himself shines through, is it not? 

E.P.  In Luke's gospel, when the Lord says to the disciples "But ye, who do ye say that I am?  And Peter answering said, The Christ of God" (chap 9: 20) - that is the anointed One, is it not? - "but, earnestly charging them, he enjoined them to say this to no man, saying, The Son of man must suffer many things".  The suffering is immediately after that.  The Lord draws attention to that:  "be rejected of the elders and chief priests ... and be killed, and the third day be raised up".  But Peter says "The Christ of God"; he recognised that He was the anointed of God, but the Lord indicated that what was in view was suffering.  

J.McK.  Yes.  It has often been said that as soon as the anointing shows itself, Satan will oppose it.  Psalm 2: 2 brings that out - that "the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed".  So there is tremendous opposition to this, but the superiority of what is of God shines through.  I think that comes out in a man like David.  Think of the quality of manhood that was wrought out in him over against all the difficulty of circumstances in his life.  He relates it at the end of his days to the fact that the God of Jacob anointed him.

J.A.B.  The link between suffering and dignity is confirmed by what Peter says: "If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you", 1 Pet 4: 14.

J.McK.  Yes; not in you, in that sense, but resting upon you, so that in the presence of the outward reproach there is something that is resting upon the saints which no human means could achieve.

E.C.B.  With reference to the anointing of the God of Jacob, would it connect through Exodus 15: 2, "My father's God"?  "My father" there is in the singular and would perhaps refer directly to Jacob.  Does that connect with what you are saying about those who have filled their part in the testimony and who are no longer here? 

J.McK.  I think that is important.  If we have come in vitally to what is of God, we are a part of a great current in which He is moving.  "The anointed of the God of Jacob", I think, is a touch of wonderful grace, because David is conscious that the life line is running through in spite of all that Jacob had been.

E.C.B.  You could connect Jacob's history with chapter 22, a man going over in detail all he has been through.  It has been remarked before that in that chapter David refers to his failure, only to say that he has kept himself from his iniquity (v 24).  It is a chapter of history but as you say, chapter 23 is what has emerged from that by way of essence.  It is notable that that section  of chapter 23 is much shorter than chapter 22.

J.McK.  Yes; so in verse 5 for example - "Although my house be not so before God" - in a spirit of humility David is calling attention to what God has done.  He says, God committed Himself to me, and that made all the difference.  We thank God for all the young ones who are among us.  It is a vital ingredient in their having a secure place in the testimony, that they are aware that God has committed Himself to them.  He does not commit Himself to the flesh, but He does commit Himself to what is of Himself in the saints and what draws out His pleasure.

E.C.M.  I would like a little help as to the comment "The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me; And his word was on my tongue".

J.McK.  I think there is an order in these things.  "The anointed of the God of Jacob " is first; that is divine commitment.  "The sweet psalmist of Israel" is next, involving responsiveness Godward; and then "The Spirit ... spoke by me" follows on that.  That is, the idea of representation, the idea of being for God, follows the things of which we are speaking.

P.M.  Those of us who are younger may think that the anointing is in view of service.  Could you help us as to that, because it is more than that, is it not? 

J.McK.  It is more than that.  I think it is the seal of divine approval.  Something we should desire - as I am sure you would agree - is to be pleasing to God.  There was something that supported the anointing in David, something basic; even as there was in Christ before the heavens opened upon Him, so there was in David before Samuel acted with the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brethren.  God distinguishes and commits Himself to what pleases Him, and I think that is a line of exercise that should never be lacking with us.

S.D.K.R.  Would you mind saying in simplicity for me - how is one to be conscious that one has the anointing? 

J.McK.   Well, Enoch was conscious that he pleased God, was he not?  So it is right that we should desire a sense secretly that what we are and what we have is pleasing to Him.  Then as the Spirit is given, one of the ways in which we prove His presence is as the anointing.  I think we should be enlarged in our apprehension of what the Spirit can do for us, the more we apprehend His glory, the more He will help us into the practical working out of what it means.

R.T.   Would we not be conscious of it in God's presence? 

J.McK.  Yes, that is that something has come from Him, you mean.

R.T.   Before there can be anything for His pleasure in testimony we must come out from God.  I think David had the sense of it.  When Michal upbraided him, he said "It was before Jehovah, who chose me", 2 Sam 6: 21.  He had some sense of coming from the presence of God, so that circumstances did not rule him, but he was superior to them.

J.McK.  That is right.  He says "Jehovah ... chose me rather than thy father".  You might say there were contrasts there: one was man in the flesh and the other was the man of God's choice, involving His own work.  David says "Jehovah ... chose me".

R.W.F.  Is that implicit in the word as to "the sweet psalmist of Israel"?  He was conscious of God's pleasure in his response.  Does the anointing give rise to what is exquisite in God's assessment? 

J.McK.  So that every experience through which David went yielded something.  I was looking a little at the book of Psalms, and there are seventy-three of them written by this man.  He became known as the sweet psalmist of Israel.  The anointing was what God did; the sweet psalmist is what the man became.  It was not an official appointment or designation, but rather how he became known, what was worked out in his life.

C.G.H.  You mentioned the young people.  Would it be useful if you were to say something about the reception of the Spirit as the indwelling Spirit and the Spirit coming upon us in the way of anointing? 

J.McK.  Well, there are not two comings.  What we are speaking of are glories belonging to the Spirit of God, who is equal as on our side for all that is needed in God's testimony.  He is to be known by us as the anointing.  He is able to impart a dignity which is recognisably of God and which has a beauty which cannot be gainsaid.

E.C.B.  That is, the disciples were called Christians.

J.McK.  Yes; what they were drew out that kind of description.  Is that what you mean? 

E.C.B.  Yes, exactly.  Why should they choose that title?  They are not called Jesuits; they are not called by any other title.  They are called by a title that implies the anointing.

C.J.H.D.  Is there not something for us in the fact that the establishing comes before the anointing?  Mr Darby's note there is beautiful, that God has firmly attached us to Christ, and that seems to be an absolute necessity to precede the wonderful gift of the anointing.  We are to be firmly attached to Christ.

J.McK.  It involves what is substantial, does it not?  "He that establishes us": it is not a question simply of profession, but it involves substance.

B.W.W.  Going back to your reference to the great importance of each of us being conscious of the dignity that God has put upon us, whether old or young, we are challenged as to whether we value it enough.  Is it in your mind that to get a deeper sense of the privilege that we have would help to strengthen us and keep us in the way? 

J.McK.  Yes, and would constantly challenge us as to whether our conduct is in keeping with what God has done.  David says, God anointed me, but then I became the sweet psalmist of Israel.  Out of every experience there was some contribution from David's life to the service of God, and some of those contributions were very carefully composed.  In looking at the psalms, for example, there are three of them that are referred to as acrostic psalms; that is, each verse takes a letter of the Hebrew alphabet all the way through.  He must have sat down and, with deliberation, composed that psalm.  So I think there is room in this for exercise among us, that as aware of what God has done there shall not lack the answer on our side in the working out of a responsiveness that makes everything of Him.

B.W.W.  And the time for doing that may be short for any or all of us.

J.McK.  Exactly.

D.A.B.  Does "his word" in verse 3 look on to the appearing?  There is an echo of that in the other scriptures read.  The earnest would look on to that as well, perhaps.  I was thinking of what was said as to admiration for Christ, whether the consolation of the love of His appearing would give us more the power of what we are speaking of.

J.McK.  I think that is right, so that David is looking forward in what he says here to the morning without clouds, when every cloud, every uncertainty, every obscurity, will have been removed out of the way.  He is looking forward to that, but until that time he says 'This is what was worked out in my experience'.

D.A.B.  There would have been something for God in our singing at the beginning of this meeting about the manifestation of the anointed One (hymn 291): 'He comes, from heaven descending'.  Is that really the theme of the anointed company? 

J.McK.  What a hope it is, to realise that in some sense we have affinity with the One who will be the centre of that scene of glory; He was anointed when He was here, and it is the same God who has anointed us.

J.C.E.  I think it is helpful, especially for our younger brethren, to connect their experiences in Christianity with the God who gives them.  I was thinking of Jacob setting up a pillar and anointing it.  Although we may not exactly look upon him as anointed, yet God committed Himself to him - "the God of Jacob" - and it is good, I think, to connect experiences we have in the course of our lives - practical matters, personal matters, inward matters and testimonial matters, as far as that goes - to connect them with God and feel the establishment that comes in.

J.McK.  And to realise in some sense the divine pleasure in the results of experiences through which we may go.  Stephen is described in the presence of the council as having “the face of an angel", Acts 6: 15.  There was unquestionable beauty in the vessel of the testimony in spite of the adversity that was rising against him.  I think that is where we shall find divine support.

D.E.R.  This experience is calculated to attach us firmly to Christ, and as we have Him before us we shall take character from Him. That is what is involved in the anointing, is it not? 

J.McK.  Well, if we go through those experiences with Him.  It is possible to go through a lot of experience and fail to make room for what is of God.  In result the psalm will be lacking.  My concern today is that the psalm shall not be lacking.  It was not lacking from the life of Jesus.  He came into circumstances that were new to Him, in which He became responsive in a new way to the God whom He knew, and that is an example for us.

E.C.B.  Psalm 40: "I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me ... And he brought me up out of the pit ... And he hath put a new song in my mouth" (vv 1-3).  You referred before to this not being a conferred title.  It was something he was conscious of in himself, that he now had something to yield to God.  I was thinking of what was said earlier, that the consciousness of the anointing comes in the presence of God.

J.McK.  So that is the way he became known as the sweet psalmist of Israel, is it not? 

E.C.B.  And today he still is.

J.McK.  Yes, he made a contribution which remained.

E.C.M.  I was thinking of the reference to "this psalm" which he delivered "through Asaph and his brethren", 1 Chron 16: 17.  It covers quite a bit of experience with God, and in that contribution he says "Touch not mine anointed ones.  And do my prophets no harm" (v 22).  As he was with God there are references to respect for the anointing.

J.McK.  Yes, he never lost that.  In spite of Saul's conduct he never lost it.  He regarded Saul very highly.  At one time Saul himself is brought to say, "because my life was precious in thine eyes" (1 Sam 26: 21), and David, in spite of the opposition, was maintained in the grace that the anointing gives.

E.P.  Was the song of the bow confirmatory of what you are saying, because David refers to the anointing there (see 2 Sam 1: 21)?  All the depths of his soul in relation to the anointing came out, but it came out in a song and it was to be taught to others.

J.McK.  He made a contribution that was to remain and be a part of God's service.

S.B.H.  Would a psalm be an ascription of love to God as revealed in Christ to me in many wonderful ways? 

J.McK.  I am sure that is right; it is a response from a heart that owes everything to God.  David is very dependent, and he is very humble in what he is saying here, but nevertheless he is making full room for what God has done, and he says, I became the sweet psalmist of Israel.  You would like to finish your life as one who had been a contributor to God's service.

J.M.  As you said, he is speaking very humbly.  "The last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith": he is very certain.  "The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me"; there is no doubt about that.  As it came into Isaiah 42 - "The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God" - would you say something about it.

J.McK.  The maintenance, I suppose, of equity and justice according to God runs along with what we are saying.  Dignity could not in any sense relate to the setting aside of divine standards, could it?  It involves the maintenance of the rights of the throne.

J.M.  I was thinking of that; Isaiah 42 brought that in, that "he shall bring forth judgment according to truth".  There is no giving up of divine standards, but it was the Man who would not break a bruised reed that was going to bring in these judgments, was it not?

J.McK.   Exactly; so that although the standards are maintained, it is in an unfailing attractiveness that bears witness to the fact that the servant is supported of God.

C.J.H.D.  So the remainder of the chapter covers the men who came out in the spirit of David, as having been his mighty men.  There is something sad about the last words of a man, but what a product there was in the remainder of the chapter in the mighty men that he had.

J.McK.  His personal influence during his life was unquestionable.  The Spirit of God later refers to the days of David (see 2 Sam 21: 1), and that relates to his personal influence rather than to his official position.  As you say, the effect of his presence remained, and we can say that as we look round our localities there are results from those who have gone before on this principle.

E.C.B.  It is very affecting that it says "Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all" (v 39).  There was a man, not formally anointed but having all the characteristics of it.

J.McK.  Yes, including the readiness to sacrifice what was legitimate in view of being fully committed to God's testimony in a right way.  I think then that what the Spirit of God is raising with us is whether we are pleasing to the Lord in this sense, in the full recognition of what He has done.  We were reading at home the other day in Proverbs 16:  "When a man's ways please Jehovah, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him" (v 7). I think that relates to what we are saying.  There is another way of meeting opposition, and it is through the inherent attractiveness of what is of God, as acting for Him in His testimony.   David is a shining example of that.

P.M.  Was the anointing seen then in the silence in which the Lord stood before Pilate?  

J.McK.  Yes, there was a dignity that could not be denied.  Is that what you had in mind? 

P.M.  Yes:  everything was against Him and yet He stood there in silence.  He could not be questioned.

J.McK.  And the testimony is given: "I find no guilt in this man", Luke 23: 4.  That was in the mouth of one who sat in judgment against Him.  I think there is something in this that is calculated to help us.  David overthrew or effectively neutralised the opposition of Saul through his personal attractiveness.

J.M.  It comes out beautifully there.  The anointing was formally on Saul, as you mentioned before, but it was morally and substantially in David, was it not?  He did nothing whatever to further his own position.  The whole matter was left in the hands of God, and God wrought things for him.

J.McK.  In 1 Samuel 26 we see in particular, when Saul is pursuing him with three thousand chosen men, a beautiful example of the attitude that David has in disarming the opposition.  In spite of what Abishai says he is not willing to put forth his hand against Jehovah's anointed.  He takes the spear and the cruse of water which were at Saul's head and he goes across to the other side of the valley.  The result is that Saul is brought to say "Is this thy voice, my son David?".  David's voice was what really broke down, or neutralised at that moment, the opposition.

D.J.H.  I thought of that in connection with Isaiah 42 - "He shall not cry, nor lift up", he did not have to assert himself.  It was just what he was, the recognition of his being there, and his voice.  The Lord Jesus never asserted Himself.

J.McK.  What is of God shines in its own character and will be unfailingly divinely supported.  It does not need human effort to sustain it.  The dignity of the anointing showed itself, and Saul, violently opposed as he was, is brought to acknowledge it, saying "Is this thy voice, my son David? ".

R.W.F.  The Spirit of the anointing comes out also in Christ at the time of greatest outward weakness, does it not?  There was the witness, "this man has done nothing amiss", and "In very deed this man was just", Luke 23: 41, 47.  God has seen to it that there was a testimony recorded right through to the point of death.  

J.McK.  That is the answer to the dependence of Jesus, that God saw to it that witness was borne.  He was not calling attention to Himself in any sense, even as David was not, and yet David served against a background of opposition in Saul for a significant part of his life.

F.E.  I think what you are saying is very important.  The work of God should show itself in all the saints.

J.McK.  That is right.

F.E.  Brethren value one another when they see the work of God shining out, do they not?  

J.McK.  Yes; what we need to do is to make room for that in one another.  You may say that circumstances are difficult:  the work of God will always respond to this kind of appeal.  We were reading locally in Job during the week, and were impressed by the spirit of Elihu.  He is remarkably skilful in his approach to Job, a man who had been so aggressive.  Job had used very strong language and yet Elihu draws alongside him in a way that is compassionate: "My terror shall not make thee afraid", chap 33: 7.  The spirit of his approach results in recovery.

F.E.  There will be remarkable unity amongst us if we can all get the gain of this.

R.T.  When David cut off Saul's skirt the anointing rebuked him; is that a very practical side of the anointing working in us? 

J.McK.  That is interesting, and may link with what John says in his epistle about the unction; that is, it teaches you.  So that David immediately realises that his action had been out of keeping for the moment with what God was promoting in him.  Immediately, as you say, he is rebuked and judges himself.

R.T.  Is Paul using that method at Corinth?  He uses the anointing to rebuke the Corinthians: "Do ye not recognise yourselves", 2 Cor 13: 5.  Certain things may come in in our pathways and localities that have not been worthy; the anointing would rebuke us, to come back into accord with it.

J.McK.  I think that is very important and is the significance really of the reference in 2 Corinthians 1 to the anointed vessel.  Paul asserts that it is God who has anointed us.  There had been certain progress from the first epistle, and Paul is, you might say, consolidating the position and is very concerned that the conduct among the brethren should be fully in keeping with the dignity which God has conferred.  It is not a question of what we have attained to; it is a question of what God has conferred, and that all our conduct and ways should be fully in keeping with that.

E.C.B.  You can see without very much difficulty how that verse underlies the whole of the second epistle.

J.McK.  Go on.

E.C.B.  Well, you should show grace and encourage, and be new covenant ministers; you should have the glory of Christ shining out from you; you should be here as reconciled to God, be here as apart from iniquity, and so on; right through to the end when you come to the communion of the Spirit.  

J.McK.  So that the spirit of the minister is involved in what we are saying, that in the full light of God's greatest thoughts I am comporting myself in a way that is dependent and makes room for what is of Him in spite of what may oppose.  While still in wilderness circumstances the beauty of what God has here should attract us.  We are in a day of small things, but let us not fail to recognise that the Spirit is available to dignify the saints in spite of all that is of man.

J.M.  I think that comes very much into what you mentioned in prayer; there is need for respect as coming into a locality, because the anointed position is there, and if the anointing is upon persons there should be immediate respect, do you not think? 

J.McK.  Yes, I think so.  We should learn to develop that instinct.  As Paul came into a place he sought to identify what was of God and to foster it, and I think that is an example for us all.
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Scripture references

Isaiah 42:1-12 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. [4] He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. [5] Thus saith God, Jehovah, he that created the heavens and stretched them out, he that spread forth the earth and its productions, he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: [6] I, Jehovah, have called thee in righteousness, and will take hold of thy hand; and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the nations, [7] to open the blind eyes, to bring forth the prisoner from the prison, them that sit in darkness out of the house of restraint. [8] I am Jehovah, that is my name; and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. [9] Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth will I cause you to hear them. [10] Sing unto Jehovah a new song, his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein, the isles and their inhabitants. [11] Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up [their voice], the villages that Kedar doth inhabit; let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains: [12] let them give glory unto Jehovah, and declare his praise in the islands.

2 Samuel 23:1-5 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; [4] And [he shall be] as the light or the morning, [like] the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds; [When] from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth. [5] Although my house be not so before God, Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, Ordered in every way and sure; For [this is] all my salvation, and every desire, Although he make [it] not to grow.

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (JND) [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God, [22] who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Matthew 12 (JND) [1] At that time Jesus went on the sabbath through the cornfields; and his disciples were hungry, and began to pluck the ears and to eat. [2] But the Pharisees, seeing [it], said to him, Behold, thy disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on sabbath. [3] But he said to them, Have ye not read what David did when he was hungry, and they that were with him? …

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

John 7:46 (JND) [46] The officers answered, Never man spoke thus, as this man [speaks].

1 Samuel 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. [2] And Samuel said, How shall I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And Jehovah said, Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. [3] And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. …

1 Chronicles 11:2 (JND) [2] Even aforetime, even when Saul was king, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah thy God said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over my people Israel.

Luke 3 (JND) [1] Now in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, [2] in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, [the] word of God came upon John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. [3] And he came into all the district round the Jordan, preaching [the] baptism of repentance for [the] remission of sins, …

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Ephesians 3:8 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ,

Ephesians 3:8 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ,

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Psalms 78:70-71 (JND) [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: [71] From following the suckling-ewes, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance.

2 Samuel 23 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; …

Genesis 47:7 (JND) [7] And Joseph brought Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh.

2 Corinthians 1:21 (JND) [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God,

1 Corinthians 12:12 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ.

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

Psalms 2:2 (JND) [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed:

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

Exodus 15:2 (JND) [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him.

2 Samuel 6:21 (JND) [21] And David said to Michal, It was before Jehovah, who chose me rather than thy father, and than all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of Jehovah, over Israel; and I played before Jehovah.

Acts 6:15 (JND) [15] And all who sat in the council, looking fixedly on him, saw his face as [the] face of an angel.

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …

1 Chronicles 16:17 (JND) [17] And he confirmed it unto Jacob for a statute, Unto Israel for an everlasting covenant,

1 Samuel 26:21 (JND) [21] And Saul said, I have sinned: return, my son David; for I will no more do thee harm, because my life was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have acted foolishly, and have erred exceedingly.

2 Samuel 1:21 (JND) [21] Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, no rain upon you, nor fields of heave-offerings! For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, The shield of Saul, [as] not anointed with oil.

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

2 Samuel 21:1 (JND) [1] And there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David inquired of Jehovah. And Jehovah said, It is for Saul, and for [his] house of blood, because he slew the Gibeonites.

Proverbs 16 (JND) [1] The purposes of the heart are of man, but the answer of the tongue is from Jehovah. [2] All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but Jehovah weigheth the spirits. [3] Commit thy works unto Jehovah, and thy thoughts shall be established. …

Luke 23:4 (JND) [4] And Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, I find no guilt in this man.

1 Samuel 26 (JND) [1] And the Ziphites came to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Does not David hide himself in the hill of Hachilah, facing the waste? [2] And Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. [3] And Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which faces the waste, by the way side. And David abode in the wilderness; and when he saw that Saul had come after him into the wilderness, …

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Luke 23:41-47 (JND) [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. [44] And it was about [the] sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour. [45] And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple rent in the midst. [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired. [47] Now the centurion, seeing what took place, glorified God, saying, In very deed this man was just.

2 Corinthians 13:5 (JND) [5] examine your own selves if ye be in the faith; prove your own selves: do ye not recognise yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you, unless indeed ye be reprobates?

2 Corinthians 13:5 (JND) [5] examine your own selves if ye be in the faith; prove your own selves: do ye not recognise yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you, unless indeed ye be reprobates?

2 Corinthians 13:5 (JND) [5] examine your own selves if ye be in the faith; prove your own selves: do ye not recognise yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you, unless indeed ye be reprobates?

2 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, and the brother Timotheus, to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia. [2] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement; …



GARRISONS


James Renton

2 Samuel 8: 5,6; 13,14; 2  Chronicles 17: 1,2

I desire to say a few words about garrisons.  In chapter 8 of 2 Samuel David is establishing his kingdom which involved the subjugation of certain elements.  We have in this chapter the whole extent of the kingdom under David, going to the Euphrates, over which Solomon his son reigned afterwards.  At the end of the chapter we have David's cabinet; he "reigned over all Israel: and David executed judgment and justice to all his people", and his officers in the kingdom are named.  In the next chapter we have the demonstration of grace.  The kingdom is protective and is based on righteousness, but the mode of operation is grace.  David said, "Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul" (v 1), and there was Mephibosheth.  Grace on the part of David was appreciated by Mephibosheth, and he came into the value of David's kingdom.  In the corresponding passage in 1 Chronicles 18 we have the same kind of subjugation taking place, David's cabinet established and David reigning over all Israel, and there was the going out of grace towards the new king of the children of Ammon, but that overture of grace was despised.  The fact that the kingdom of God is established at the present time is of great benefit to men.  The Lord Jesus sitting with His Father on His throne is a position of favour for men because of the going out of the glad tidings.  Mephishobeth appreciated and came into the joy of sonship, eating at the king's table, but in 1 Chronicles 19 the same grace goes out, the same compassion and sympathy, but they are not appreciated.  That is the setting at the present time.

I desire, however, to speak about garrisons.  Garrisons are put in Syria of Damascus and in Edom.  These are the only two places in this chapter where there are garrisons.  After the putting of the garrisons in these places it says, twice over, "Jehovah preserved David whithersoever he went".  The idea of a garrison is a very important matter.  We have first of all to garrison ourselves, to guard ourselves individually.  In Philippians 4 we read: "Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness" - or your moderation - "be known of all men.  The Lord is near.  Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard" - or as in the Authorised Version 'shall garrison' - "your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus" (vv 4-7).  Individually we should know what a garrison is, how to guard ourselves.  "Be careful about nothing" means do not be overcareful about anything, “but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving".  Prayer would be a general idea of the expression of dependence, and supplication would be a humble attitude taken regarding any specific matter that may arise in our lives.  "In everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving,  let  your  requests  be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall  guard", or garrison, "your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus".  Oh, how important it is to garrison our hearts and our thoughts.  The enemy can get in by means of our hearts and our thoughts.  Let us  know what a garrison is, to guard our hearts and our thoughts by the peace of God which surpasses all understanding".  Oh, I would like to know something of this kind of garrison.

Then there is need for garrisons in our localities, guarding what is local for the pleasure of God.  We have first of all a garrison in Syria of Damascus.  The first mention of the Syrian was Laban.  In Genesis three times we have reference to Laban the Syrian; therefore we can see early in Laban the feature of the Syrian.  The Syrians actually became enemies of God's people throughout the books of Kings, and they are enemies of the Jews right to the present time.  I understand that in the last days Ammon, Moab and Edom will come to light, but Syria is there now.  It shows how persistent the Syrians are in opposition.  Laban the Syrian was a man who was looking for self-promotion, selfish advantage.  When the servant was responded to by Rebecca in the twenty-fourth chapter of Genesis it is written of Laban, in verse 30, that he saw the ring and the bracelets on her hand.  Laban the Syrian was a politician looking for self-importance and self-promotion, and that, dear brethren, let us face it, is in every one of our hearts.  If anyone says, I am not like that, he does not know his own heart.  It is in every one of our hearts and needs to be subjugated and garrisoned.  It says, "David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became servants to David".  Oh, it searches us, dear brethren; with these Syrian propensities can we become servants to the true David?  "The Syrians became servants to David, and brought gifts.  And Jehovah preserved David  whithersoever he went".  The feature of self-promotion can upset a locality.  Have we not seen it?  Maybe we have had part in some self-promotion, some importance; how subtle it is!  The same element that seeks promotion in politics or in business can be active in the locality and spoil what is for Christ.  David personally was not in Syria, but the garrison was there, and the garrison represented David in Syria, just as our Lord Jesus Christ is absent and is looking for persons in our localities who are subdued, who become serviceable to Him in His absence maintaining by self-judgment what is for the pleasure of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The other place where there was a garrison was in Edom.  "He put garrisons in Edom: throughout Edom did he put garrisons".  The feature of Edom was that he forsook the brotherly covenant.  Have we not seen that working in localities?  Have we not seen brotherly relations breaking down, distance coming in?  What havoc it has worked!  These two elements; self-promotion, and the breakdown of brotherly relationships, have happened in localities.  Do we not therefore need garrisons?  There is the danger of falling out with our brethren when we get a distance from them.  We were reading 1 Peter recently: chapter 2 begins, "Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings".  These things are elements that come to light in our relations with one another.  The fact is, dear brethren, in our working with our brethren locally, we have to judge features that we would not know existed unless we were working with brethren.  Anyone alone on a desert island would not have occasion to be marked by malice or evil speakings or envy.  It is in our working things out together that these features arise, hence the need of the garrison.  "He put garrisons in Edom; throughout Edom did he put garrisons and all they of Edom became servants to David".  How needful is the element of the garrison, maintaining a continual guarding, not just now and again, but continually.  David was not there but his garrisons were there, and they represented the tastes and desires of David.  In Syria and in Edom there were garrisons.

In 2 Chronicles Jehoshaphat put garrisons in what had been acquired by his father Asa.  Like Asa, several kings of Judah had a very bright beginning and failed in the end.  Let those of us who are older be garrisoned, no matter how the Lord may have helped previously.  Solomon, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Uzziah, Hezekiah and even Josiah, were good kings, and they failed at the end of their lives.  Jehoshaphat "set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim that Asa his father had taken".  That was something recovered; we need to guard what has been recovered, what has been acquired in the exercises of what we speak of as the recovery or the revival of the truth. The importance of this feature in our localities was seen in Paul in Ephesus for three years as he describes it in Acts 20.  He certainly was a garrison there.  He said "for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears" (v 31).  "These hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me" (v 34).  He had not shrunk from announcing to them all the counsel of God (see v 27).  The full light of Christianity, the full light of what has been recovered in this time in which we are, has to be garrisoned.  He showed to the overseers his hands and he appealed to them; he told them what could happen, and what did happen, in his absence.  He said "Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears".  What an overseer Paul was!  He leaves his example with the overseers in the locality.  There is a great need in localities of overseers.  In Paul's day overseers were appointed; Paul chose elders in each assembly (see Acts 14: 23).  He chose elders, they were selected men.  They are not chosen today, they are not official, but the element of overseership is most important in our localities, to be a garrison, to represent the tastes and what suits our absent Lord down here in local settings.  It involves labour - "for three years night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of' you with tears".  He speaks earlier:  "I held back nothing of what is profitable, so as not to announce it to you, and to teach you publicly and in every house" (v 20).

There is a need for more household visiting.  If we see one another only in the meeting it can be formal.  There is a need for household visiting, not only being invited for a meal which Peter encourages - " hospitable one to another", 1 Pet 4: 9.  Paul would not wait to be invited for a meal, he would call on each house; he knew where each brother and sister lived and he would call and teach in every house.  This used to be done in earlier days.  In my young days there used to be more visiting in households, just calling on one another, and thus young people get to know the brothers, not only in meetings but they know them in a friendly household way and all this builds up and promotes brotherly and sisterly relations; it promotes the element of family life.

Great care was taken about Ephesus, for Ephesus represents the fulness of assembly light which has to be garrisoned.  Paul spent three years there; then he called the overseers over especially to instruct them as he was going away.  We need to be concerned, dear brethren, about the maintenance of the fulness of what has been recovered because the level tends to lower.  The recovery began brightly with fulness of devotion to the Lord and exercise to provide what is suitable to Him.  There must be such exercise represented in our localities.  Paul wrote to Timothy: "Even as I begged thee to remain in Ephesus, when I was going to Macedonia, that thou mightest enjoin some not to teach other doctrines", 1 Tim 1: 3.  He was to be a garrison to protect what was so precious.  We have or ought to have the full light of Ephesians and it needs to be garrisoned.  Paul felt happier about Ephesus leaving Timothy there; his true child in faith was left to represent Paul, represent Christ in His absence.  How important this matter of garrison is!  It applies to the great subject of overseership.

Paul also sent Timothy to Corinth.  He speaks of the Corinthians as "my beloved children"; he speaks of Timothy as "my beloved and faithful child".  His beloved and faithful child was sent amongst his beloved children who were not behaving well.  In Corinth there was the house of Chloe, not prominent, but she felt the condition of things.  There was something of a garrison there; she could inform Paul as to what the conditions were.  There was also the house of Stephanas in Corinth, which Paul commends in the last chapter of 1 Corinthians.  He says, "I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,) that ye should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring.  But I rejoice in the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because they have supplied what was lacking on your part.  For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: own therefore such", 1 Cor 16: 15-18.  Such persons were at Corinth, maybe they were not able to do very much because there was a strong party element there, but at least they represented something like a garrison in that locality.  Paul wrote to the Colossians who, like most of us, had made some progress but were in danger, but in the locality at Colosse there was Epaphras, a local brother, who had the same desires as Paul. Paul speaks in Colossians about "what combat I have for you" (chap 2: 1), and Epaphras at the end of the epistle is commended because he prayed the same way as Paul prayed; he combated the same way as Paul combated.  "Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always, combating  earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God", chap 4: 12.  Such a man was a fine garrison in Colosse; would they not prosper with a man like that there? 

May the Lord encourage us to see the need to garrison ourselves, our hearts and our thoughts, and be exercised that there might be this element of protecting what is so valuable to the Lord in our local settings.  It is incumbent upon us.  The Lord is not here, the Lord is absent, but there are to be persons in localities to represent what is in the Lord's mind for us for the pleasure of God.  There were garrisons in Syria and in Edom and in what was acquired by Asa, and so we need to protect and guard what there is in our localities.  We have a great desire for additions, especially in localities where there are few, but there is something as important if not more important, and that is to guard what we have especially if we have numbers because some have been lost.  Let our first exercise be to guard what we have, to promote what is for the Lord's pleasure, to protect persons and maintain the level of what is for the pleasure and glory of God.  At least some have to.  If no persons in the locality have this feature, conditions will definitely deteriorate.  But the Lord is looking to those available to garrison what is so pleasing to Him.  We were speaking about the angel of the various assemblies in Revelation 2 and 3  where the Lord appeals to the responsible element.  We are all responsible, but some are more responsible than others.  Shepherds are more responsible than sheep.  We are not all shepherds, some are sheep who have to be cared for, and the Lord expects shepherds to care for the sheep.  The Lord holds shepherds and overseers responsible for conditions in localities.  May the Lord encourage us and help us.  Think of the privilege these garrisons had in David's time to represent the absent David.  What a privilege we have to garrison our hearts and our thoughts, and to protect what is so precious to the Lord in our local settings.  May the Lord help us to take it on, for His Name's sake. 
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Scripture references

2 Samuel 8:5-6 (JND) [5] And the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, and David smote of the Syrians twenty-two thousand men. [6] And David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became servants to David, [and] brought gifts. And Jehovah preserved David whithersoever he went.

2 Samuel 13 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David having a beautiful sister, whose name was Tamar, Amnon the son of David loved her. [2] And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick for his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and it seemed difficult for Amnon to do the least thing to her. [3] And Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother; and Jonadab was a very shrewd man. …

2 Chronicles 17:1-2 (JND) [1] And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and strengthened himself against Israel. [2] And he placed forces in all the fortified cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim that Asa his father had taken.

1 Chronicles 18 (JND) [1] And after this it came to pass that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them, and took Gath and its towns out of the hand of the Philistines. [2] And he smote the Moabites; and the Moabites became David's servants, [and] brought gifts. [3] And David smote Hadarezer king of Zobah, at Hamath, as he went to establish his dominion by the river Euphrates. …

1 Chronicles 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this that Nahash king of the children of Ammon died, and his son reigned in his stead. [2] And David said, I will shew kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, because his father shewed kindness to me. And David sent messengers to comfort him concerning his father. And David's servants came into the land of the children of Ammon to Hanun, to comfort him. [3] And the princes of the children of Ammon said to Hanun, Is it, in thine eyes, to honour thy father that David has sent comforters to thee? Is it not to search and overthrow, and to spy out the land that his servants are come to thee? …

Philippians 4 (JND) [1] So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, thus stand fast in [the] Lord, beloved. [2] I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in [the] Lord; [3] yea, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings, with Clement also, and my other fellow-labourers, whose names [are] in [the] book of life. …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 14:23 (JND) [23] And having chosen them elders in each assembly, having prayed with fastings, they committed them to the Lord, on whom they had believed.

1 Peter 4:9 (JND) [9] hospitable one to another, without murmuring;

1 Timothy 1:3 (JND) [3] Even as I begged thee to remain in Ephesus, [when I was] going to Macedonia, that thou mightest enjoin some not to teach other doctrines,

1 Corinthians 16:15-18 (JND) [15] But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,) [16] that *ye* should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring. [17] But I rejoice in the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because *they* have supplied what was lacking on your part. [18] For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: own therefore such.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …



THE CHILDREN'S WALK


Scripture refers, in varied circumstances, to standing, walking and running.  Paul urged the Christians at Philippi to "stand fast in the Lord".  As to running, it would be good to have seen Zacchaeus "running on before" in his eagerness to see Jesus: he was rewarded by the Saviour's visit to his house.  But as to walking, we usually think of a path to tread with patience.  We remember that the Lord Jesus spoke of Himself as "the way".  Thus although we now know Him as glorified His human graces should be shown in our daily walk.

Our walk means really the way in which we spend our lives.  Of the girl of twelve whom the Lord raised to life Scripture says that she "arose and walked".  As believers we have to "make straight paths for our feet", but we may at times stray because we just follow our feelings instead of being guided by the word of God.  In this connection someone has suggested that it helps to imagine three persons walking in line one after another.  The first of them is Fact, because the truth is in Jesus and the work He has wrought; then comes Faith, looking closely and steadily forward; lastly comes Feeling, who is thus kept true.  Fact cannot go astray, but if faith looks back at feeling, what happens to them both? 

The aged apostle John wrote a short and beautiful letter to a family of children with their mother.  In it he said how glad he was to hear that some - perhaps all - of the household were "walking in truth".  We can be sure that heaven, too, looked with pleasure on footsteps small and larger in such a path.  The children not only spoke the truth, but also in their whole conduct they wished to be true to their knowledge of God as Father.  His commandment is that we should love one another.  We do not exactly need a commandment to love Him, but do so because He has first loved us and sent His Son to die for our sins.  Do you love Him? 

 

J.C.Evershed
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