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THE LORD JESUS SPEAKING DIRECTLY

R. Taylor 

Acts 1: 1–5; Revelation 1: 17, 18; 3: 17–20; 22: 16, 17, 20 

In each of the passages we have read the Lord Jesus speaks directly and He would have His own touch in each of the speakings. We are thankful for the Scriptures and for the ministry too, all of which the Lord would use, but in these passages there is a distinct presentation of Himself. They cover from the beginning right to the end of the dispensation. The Lord exercises His right to give His own word and His own particular appeal in the way He presents Himself, as taking account of the conditions and the state we are in. The Lord’s word is never superfluous. It is never too general either; it is specific. The Lord’s word is related to the state of our souls and the condition of things we are in; He is moved to say a word directly to help and strengthen us that we may be preserved in relation to Himself. You can see when the Lord was here He was moved as He saw conditions. He saw people listening on one occasion and He added and spoke something else. 

In the first passage we have read it is said He presented Himself living to these anxious souls. 

Luke writes this second book as if it was not enough to leave things as they were recorded in his gospel which ends with the Lord crucified, raised and carried up into heaven. Luke, as it were, says, That is not all the story, the Lord’s service did not end then. The world largely looks on Christianity in a historical way, something that began in the Lord when He was here, but they know very little about what has continued since the time of His ascending up. Luke would say there is a need to know more than a historical Jesus. Luke writes this to tell us that He is a living and blessed Man, active in relation to the conditions which are here. It says, “he presented himself living”. What a touch that must have been to present Himself living. The whole world around, under Satan’s influence, said He was crucified—He was dead. They said His life was ended but here He is. To His own He presented Himself living. The Lord is active no longer in relation to this world; He has left it. 

He is not putting things right in the world that crucified the Lord of glory. It says, “He came to his own, and his own received him not”, John 1: 11. He came to this world and would have put things right. He did this for some; He touched the lepers, He raised the dead, He gave sight to the blind. These were specimen cases. The Lord as here would have put all things right but they rejected and crucified the Lord of glory. He has left the world. He will soon take things up again, but for the moment He presented Himself living after He had suffered. Oh, what a touch of His grace! He would show them that the suffering was not the end of it. After He had suffered, there He is living. The same glorious Man who was here, but living no longer in relation to putting the world right, but living in relation to His saints. 

It says too that He was speaking to them of the things which concern the kingdom of God. Scripture says, “he lives to God”, Romans 6: 10. He is living in relation to another order of things entirely, but mindful of His own, these few disciples who were, no doubt, very concerned, and tested by the circumstances in which they were. But there He was, presenting Himself living, after He had suffered, with many proofs. Oh, how He would come down to their condition! If it was a doubting Thomas, one who would hardly believe, to him He says, “Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side”, John 20: 27. What grace in a living glorious Saviour, coming down to these doubts and fears that marked them, as they do ourselves. But He says, I want to direct your attention to a sphere of things in which I am now engaged. He was speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. As He takes His part livingly in relation to another order of things altogether, He is directing our hearts and 

minds away from what is here to a kingdom, where other principles apply, where other joys are known. The kingdom of God is not an onerous thing. It has laws, it has principles, but it is a system of blessing, a system of divine satisfaction enjoyed by men. He would attract our hearts into this kingdom where we are livingly sustained by His own presence. 

One great feature of the kingdom of God is that the King is loved. You cannot have a kingdom without a king and what a King He is! In this kingdom everything takes its character from Him, the blessed and only Ruler (1 Timothy 6: 15). His speaking of these things would fill their heart. Perhaps they felt they had lost everything, but He says, No! There is a whole new order of things being opened up in the kingdom of God. Then being assembled with them, He commanded them not to depart. They are under orders. They are not to go back to those things which He has left. The Lord has left the world, it is left to its own devices, and how sad a state it is in. We see it all around us, but in the midst of it there is the kingdom of God. It is not eating and drinking. That is what men would make their kingdoms—eat, drink and be merry—but what death lies upon that. The Lord brings in another order of things—

“righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”, Romans 14: 17. Faith’s system of rule is a system of enjoyment. I would like to emphasise that the kingdom of God is that. We are apt to think of it as a rigorous matter, but it is a great area of blessing, where the King is enjoyed and where He has liberty with His subjects. It is a wonderful ordered sphere amidst man’s confusion. 

The Lord is speaking about these things and you can see it working out through the Acts of the Apostles. Jerusalem was all upset and confused, but there are these disciples going on their way in peace, ready to bless, preaching the glad tidings of Jesus Christ. They were opening a door of hope to men amidst all the confusion. They put Peter in prison, they put Paul in 

prison, they tried to silence them, but there the kingdom of God is operating—a sphere where the Lord’s rights are owned and where divine power is known. The kingdom of God goes through because of the One who has suffered once and is now living in relation to the things of God. The Lord’s great occupation is the kingdom of God. So we are encouraged to seek it. 

The Lord says that in the gospels, “seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”, Matthew 6: 33. He sees what we have need of in the circumstances here but He appeals to us to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. He would exercise our hearts that, in the midst of what is in the world today, there is a kingdom of God where His rights are known, and above all where He is honoured, where divine love is enjoyed. There is a great protected area within, where the strife and confusion that is in the world does not enter, but where peace is known, where the King is enjoyed. I trust we are encouraged to seek it, and to live in this area where divine communications are proceeding. 

The course of history goes on and the Lord presents Himself differently in Revelation. Where I have read the Lord is speaking in relation to the great things that are yet to take place but He speaks here very distinctly to His servant. He would use this word, I believe, at this time to stabilise our hearts with regard to the confused circumstances that are abroad. John was about to see great happenings. He was about to have an insight into the great ways of God, things that would normally overwhelm us. We are in the presence today of things that may well overwhelm us. It is the great effort of the devil to upset our faith. The Lord Jesus presents Himself to John as He would to us, I trust, today to steady our hearts, to hold our minds and affections in relation to this great sphere of the kingdom of God. John says that when he saw the Lord like this he fell at His feet as dead. He saw the Lord in judicial garments and if we only knew Him as a judge we may well fear and tremble. 

But the One who will be the Judge of the universe is the Saviour of the world. The One who was presenting Himself here in relation to the things that were to take place on the earth was known by John, who had already leaned on His breast and been in His bosom. 

The Lord, in spite of these garments, comes to touch His beloved servant, saying, “Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one”. The Lord would turn our minds for a moment to see that whatever forces there are abroad, whatever powers of darkness are working, He is in control. The One who was once clothed and mocked by soldiers, upon whose brow there was once a crown of thorns, is showing here that all majesty and all power and authority belong to Him. There is no authority above Him. John sees something of the Lord here judicially but majestically, His hair white like wool as snow, His eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass. There is majesty and authority and power in Him but He is the same blessed Man whom John knew in His pathway down here, in different circumstances, in different garb, but the same Jesus. Now He touches John and says, “Fear not”, I am able for all that has come into the course of history. He would say to you and me today that He is able for what comes into our history. We may fear and tremble; certain things come into our lives at times that we are hardly able for. The Lord says, “Fear not”. He is just saying, as it were, Come nearer to Me, I am the living One. He says, “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages”. The Lord very graciously here shows to John His power to deal with the powers of good and evil. He says, “I became dead”. He took the power and authority out of the enemy’s hand. It is like David cutting off the head of Goliath (see 1 Samuel 17: 51). There He is, blessed Saviour, by dying He has taken the power and authority out of the hands of the devil. 

That is what He is saying to John. “I became dead”; but death could not hold Him. We were speaking the other night of the Lord Jesus lying in death. How affecting that He 

should be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matt.12: 40)! We were reading about Jonah, typically speaking of the Lord, the weeds wrapped about his head (see Jonah 2: 5). The Lord anticipated what it was going to be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights. He says, “I became dead”. But it was not possible that death could hold Him. He says, “I am living to the ages of ages”. That goes beyond time, and He is above all that is coming into time. He is above all that is coming into your life and mine however testing the circumstances may be. He says, “I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”. 

The person who has the keys of a thing is in control, and He is in control of death and of hades. He uses them to His own end. How comforting this must have been to John. I am sure that he must have fallen back on those words when he sees the judgments and the woes that are coming upon this earth. He sees that there is One who has the keys of them all. The key to understanding Revelation, I often think, is that there is a Man in heaven and nothing happens on this earth throughout this whole book unless there is a movement from heaven. The great movement from heaven will soon be that the Lord will call His church to be with Himself. It is the great thing that we look for. That is the power which He will exercise very soon. In the meantime, in the midst of these powers of darkness and of evil, He is in perfect and absolute control. May our hearts confide in His ability and in His grace and in His love to see us through, to support and strengthen us, and to hold these forces in check. There are myriads of angels at His behest, all doing His will and exercising their power as this book shows, but the Lord is active in relation to His own and He would let us into the secret of it amidst these confused and dark times. 

I have read from the Lord’s word to Laodicea which represents the days that we are in. He presents Himself 

to these other churches and there is great instruction in them all. But I read of His appeal to Laodicea because we are in a time of general departure. It is a time of coldness and indifference, when men are vaunting themselves in their own pride and ability. The Lord says, because they are in that state, “I counsel thee to buy of me”. That is a fine touch of His grace, that amidst the darkness, the indifference and the coldness that is abroad. He presents Himself as a counsellor. It is a very fine thing to have such a Man, such as One as a counsellor, somebody who gets alongside you. He is able to touch us in every infirmity. He is not a high priest who is not able to sympathise but He has been in the circumstances where these things are prevalent (see Hebrews 4: 15). That is the Counsellor we have. Because you think you are rich and you are proud and you are independent of Me, He says, I have come near to you in my counsel. The Lord feels the general state but it comes down to us individually. There is something here, I believe, that every one of us would have touched at times. May the Lord speak to us afresh to awaken our hearts as to the coldness and indifference that comes in. We were speaking in the reading about persons who would have a way of life apart from Christ. That is what He is addressing here, persons who can find their home where He is not. He wants to give you the very best and to furnish you with everything you need to be at home in the divine presence. 

And so He says, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire”. I would just apply it for a moment as divine righteousness. It is righteousness that you can have as your own. You might say, How am I going to buy it? I think the Lord would help us to buy it through self-judgment. That is the great currency in this section here that persons come to judge themselves. They come to see that they have been cold in their affections. They come to see that they have been indifferent to the appeals of divine grace. They see that they have turned away from the Saviour who had bought them, and that 

they had become independent of Him, and they judge themselves. That is the currency the Lord would have you use and He says, “buy of me gold purified by fire”. It is a righteousness that comes through judging ourselves. Paul was working at this in Corinth. His great effort in Corinth was to get them to buy gold purified by fire. These persons who had been reigning as kings without Christ and without Paul, he would bring them to judge themselves so that they might have this righteousness. He says, “and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest”. The Lord would bring us into these things. He would cause us to come into them. 

It reminds me of that young man who said to his father, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee”, Luke 15: 21. The father says, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet”. Oh, the grace of Christ to a departing church! May I say the grace of Christ to you and me in our indifference, our waywardness, and the coldness that may come into all our hearts. So He is encouraging us to come near Him and buy these things. These are things that stand in the presence of God, “that thou mayest be rich ... and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see”. He has everything that you need. He says, Come into the area where it is all freely available and enjoy the great wealth of divine blessing. Then He says, “I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking”. He has appealed already to buy these things and they still have not answered. So He says, “I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”. He is knocking at your door and mine that it may be opened. 

This is a door that you and I may build up. This is a door or barrier that we put up between the Saviour and ourselves. How sad, but there it is. It may 

not be evil things, but there is something that has come into our lives and it is a door. The Lord does not have free access to my affections in the way He should have, perhaps in the way He used to have because of this door. He stands knocking, He is not kicking it down, but He is knocking. 

I see Him knocking in John 21. Think of these beloved disciples. They had gone back to their fishing. You might say that was not a bad thing; but they had gone into a way of life that was shutting the Lord out. What does He do? He knocks at the door when they had toiled all night and had caught nothing. They were skilled fishermen using all their energies and all their resources to try and catch fish, but to live without Christ really, and they caught nothing. 

What a loud knock it was as they pulled in the net empty. Then He says to them, “have ye anything to eat?” There is another knock, His voice. They said, “No!” He said, “Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find”. They cast therefore and it was filled. Then one of the disciples says, “It is the Lord”. There was the door opened. Divine grace was knocking with its gentle touch, and He says, “Come and dine”. They had nothing to offer Him, but He says, You come in and sup with Me. They were hungry and cold but there was a fire of coals and fish laid on it. “Come and dine”, that is the Lord in His grace appealing to every one of us, I believe, for this is something that we all have known in our histories. May the Lord encourage our hearts to open the door today. 

‘Swing the heart’s door widely open! 

Bid Him enter while you may!’ 

is what we used to sing. Let us break down these barriers and open the door so that there may be room for Him. Another verse says, 

‘Room for pleasure, room for business; 

But for Christ, the crucified, 

Not a place that He can enter, 

In the heart for which He died!’. 

He says, “If any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”. May we encourage our hearts to open the door, to come into the great wealth and blessing of His company and presence. 

He does not want to be kept knocking, but to be speaking; He wants us to be supping with Him, enjoying these great thoughts of divine love, presenting Himself living in all His normal features as He does at the end of the book. He says, “I, Jesus”. In the beginning of Acts He presented Himself, and here at the close of the dispensation it is, “I, Jesus”. What an appeal that Name has to every lover of Christ. 

‘How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer’s ear!’. (Hymn 54). 

He sent His own angel to testify these things that were in the book, but He says the great thing that is in My heart is to appeal to you in my personal Name. Here He is speaking about Himself. It is very fine to be in an area and in circumstances where the Lord Jesus can speak about Himself without having to raise questions. He says, “I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star”. He is speaking about Himself in all His attractiveness. 

There is no man in the Old Testament more attractive than David; here Jesus says, “I am the root and offspring of David”, the One who is loveable and attractive, “the bright and morning star”. He takes account of the darkness of the time we are in. The Lord Jesus speaks about Himself, as this chapter shows, in a way that no other can speak about Him. We are thankful for what Paul says about Him, and Peter and the others, but the Lord Jesus is able to speak about Himself in a way that others cannot. He says things about Himself that we would not dare to say, and here He says, “I am .... the bright and morning star”. Peter says He is “the morning star” (see 2 Peter 1: 19), but the Lord adds His own touch. He says, “I am ... the bright and morning star”. It is there shining still. If persons are asleep they do not see the morning star. It is gone 

before they get up. Persons who are looking for Him see it amidst all the darkness that exists on this earth. This star is shining above the earth, in the heavens in all its splendour, and what is it saying as you look at it? It says, ‘I am coming’. There above all that is current on the earth. He says, “I am ... the bright and morning star”. 

The great answer to that is, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”. The bride is in unison with the Spirit; indeed the bride here is formed by the Spirit, with affections that are looking to Him; as they see that star shining in all its lustre they are saying, Come. They are not saying, Come to take us away from this awful earth and out of these circumstances. They are saying, Lord Jesus, come; come to reign, come to enjoy the rights that belong to You. That is what the Spirit and the bride are saying. He says, “Yea, I come quickly”, and they finish with these words, “Amen; come, Lord Jesus”. May it be the language of our hearts today as we are looking for Him, waiting that glorious morn. At the rapture we shall see Him, but we are looking far beyond that to a time when He will be enthroned in His own glory and His own majesty. In the meantime, He would present Himself to your heart and mine, that He may be enthroned there in all His glory, so that our affections may be kept livingly engaged with Him and that we may hear His voice. Soon it will be to see His face—“whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom though not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory”, 1 Peter 1: 8. May our hearts be drawn to Him to hear His voice amidst all the confusion that is abroad. May our hearts be open and in unison with the Spirit, saying, 

“Amen; come, Lord Jesus”, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Liverpool
17 October 1998 

 


Scripture references

Acts 1:1-5 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; [4] and, being assembled with [them], commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which [said he] ye have heard of me. [5] For John indeed baptised with water, but *ye* shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit after now not many days.

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Revelation 3:17-20 (JND) [17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that *thou* art the wretched and the miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked; [18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. [19] I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent. [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

Revelation 22:16-20 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely. [18] *I* testify to every one who hears the words of the prophecy of this book, If any one shall add to these things, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book. [19] And if any one take from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book. [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

Romans 6:10 (JND) [10] For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God.

John 20:27 (JND) [27] Then he says to Thomas, Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.

1 Timothy 6:15 (JND) [15] which in its own time the blessed and only Ruler shall shew, the King of those that reign, and Lord of those that exercise lordship;

Romans 14:17 (JND) [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit.

Matthew 6:33 (JND) [33] But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.

1 Samuel 17:51 (JND) [51] And David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of its sheath, and killed him completely, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they fled.

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Jonah 2:5 (JND) [5] The waters encompassed me, to the soul: The deep was round about me, The weeds were wrapped about my head.

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

Luke 15:21 (JND) [21] And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

2 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] And we have the prophetic word [made] surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until [the] day dawn and [the] morning star arise in your hearts;

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,



LIGHT SHINING IN THE GLAD TIDINGS

D. M. Welch 

Genesis 1: 16; Isaiah 9: 2; Acts 22: 6–13 

The preaching of the glad tidings is a great matter. Millions of preachings during the current time have preceded this one, and millions of souls have been laid hold of by the great light. In the opening of the Bible there are things to be taken account of even by the youngest. God is a feeling God. We are confident that the feelings of God have been in the meetings that we have had, and the feelings of God especially, I believe, are with us at the present time for the preaching of the word of God. The creation is a great matter to consider. This portion in scripture shows the result of God’s power, His feelings being expressed as the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters, but then He moved in power to make the earth, because God’s original thought had to do with men dwelling on the earth and dwelling in happiness in relation to Himself. While we do not see the display of the happiness of man, we are sure that God will not let fall any of His original thoughts. This earth will be dwelt upon by man and everything will be sustained in balance. We anticipate that day, when it will be so. 

In the first scripture read, “God made the two great lights”, there is a very striking suggestion as to how great scope is expounded in a few words, “the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night, and the stars”. The youngest here in the audience this afternoon can take account of things in creation and, the youngest here who has some understanding of words, would know that the sun rises in the east, and that you can see something of the handiwork of God as you gaze into the very sky itself. It is all God’s handiwork, and something of His power and divinity can be taken account of in it. At night various phases of the moon 

can be seen. On some nights the full moon can be taken account of, and you know that there is light there, even though the sun is not in vision. Then there might be the half moon, or the quarter moon, or there might be an eclipse. Young persons, “remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth”, Ecclesiastes 12: 1. The Creator loves you. He has provided a place for you, here on the earth. He has given you a household. He has given you friends you can trust, persons who have you in their heart, who pray for you even in relation to this very meeting, that God in His mighty power—His feelings being behind what He would do—would work in new birth that you might know your Saviour as your parents and friends know Him. 

Everything is held in relation to this great light. The moon reflects, and the stars, each having glory differing from the other, reflect something of what is held in the universe by this great light. Can you take account of that? It is my impression that the whole of scripture has pointed to this great light, and specifically the four gospels are the opening up of the personification of the great light. Oh what a great matter! I might say specifically, the gospels, especially John’s gospel, are in my mind; the small light, perhaps that is Paul’s line; and the stars, the personnel, specifically John’s line. God in His detail in the scriptures of truth would suggest these things for our contemplation and enjoyment. 

So in Isaiah chapter 9, this great light is identified. God has not given up any of His original thoughts for the earth, “the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose” (Isaiah 35: 1), but it will not be until the Prince of life and the Prince of peace comes to set everything in balance. 

That day has not come. So the One that we desire to speak of is this great light, identified for us in this verse in Isaiah chapter 9. The general application is quite wonderful to consider as we think of God’s feelings and His power behind His movements in this world, especially for the last approximately two thousand years. It says, “the people that walked in darkness”, and we have all walked in darkness. Do you have some sense of what 

we are trying to present? The One who personifies the great light has come into the creation; the Lord Jesus is this great light. The One who is “the Sun of righteousness”, who will arise in a soon coming day “with healing in his wings” (Malachi 4: 2), has been here in manhood. 

He has been your Creator and this is the One we declare and assert, “who is over all, God blessed for ever”, Romans 9: 5. A wonderful, divine Person has come into manhood. If a divine Person comes into manhood, it means that God is among men, that God has come among His creatures. Let that rest on our spirits for a moment, that God Himself has been here on the earth; a great light has been here among the people who walked in darkness, and the people saw this great light. There were people that looked upon the face of Jesus Christ as He moved in and out among men. This great light has been here, feelingly, faithfully and powerfully, meeting every need. 

His feelings were behind all His movements. He met every need. Was there a need He did not meet? He could say as to one who needed sight, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world”, John 9: 5. Then He spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle, figuring the reality of the blessed humanity of Christ, and He applied that mud on the eyes of the blind man. That would have made him doubly blind, except for the feelings of the great light, the One there before him, who in the power of God gave that man sight. Others had seen Him already but they had rejected Him, even purposing in some way to get rid of such a One as this who met every need. Oh, how different Jesus was from any other man! There never has been, there never again will be a man like Him in flesh and blood condition. He was capable of meeting every vicissitude of life in every circumstance that was presented to Him, not only in divine feelings but He could declare, I am, “the resurrection and the life” (John 11: 25), I am, “the good shepherd”. John 10: 14. 

“They that dwelt in the land of the shadow of 

death”, needs no explanation, for we know that we are in the scene of death. It was said of Egypt when Moses was displaying the power of God, that there was darkness in the land, such darkness that it could be felt (see Exodus 10: 21). Let me just stop here for a moment and challenge us all to be real. Just be real with ourselves and our conscience for a moment. 

Death marks this scene. Moral death marks this scene, the death of the Lord Jesus proved the state in which the world was (see 2 Corinthians 5: 14). Man was helpless. Martha and Mary at the grave of Lazarus, weeping, could do nothing about the whole situation of death, but the Lord could, and He took account feelingly of all that was proceeding at that time. He would, as it were, say, I came to do something about this. Not only did He meet every need as the great light, moving in and out among men. He has met your need and mine, in suffering, death, burial and resurrection. 

Do you think the Lord in His feelings did not apprehend the opposition against Him? Did He not apprehend that in the scene of death everything was contrary to God? He was a perfect Man, and so He felt things perfectly. He felt the opposition, He felt that everything was under death. He felt too what would come upon the nation by their rejecting Him. He even felt it when His disciples had fallen asleep and later fled. If you and I leave these meetings and do not have a sense in our souls of what God has had to say as to the forgiveness of sins found in Christ, and as to what is needed for the continuance of what is so precious to Himself, He would feel that deeply. He felt all that was before Him and recoiled, like no other could recoil, at the thought of His being abandoned by His God. He was a Man whose every breath, whose every movement was the delight of God. He was a Man who loved life, He was a Man whose life was precious to God. As a Man here He morally established the right to live. He alone could take up your cause and mine when the whole scene had been levelled by sin and death. This had 

affected God, it affected the Lord Jesus when He was here. The only Man who had the right to live gave up His life sacrificially, as the Lamb of God, to take away the sin of the world. 

He was great enough for that. But He felt the thought of being forsaken of God. His death was no ordinary death because in His sufferings and death He would bear the judgment of God. He was able, in His power, in His feelings and in His movements, to go the whole way so that nothing would fail in His hand, and that the love of God might be toward you and me. 

Do we know such a One as this who laid down His life? No man took it from Him. While He was great enough to lay it down, yet He received it as a commandment from the Father (see John 10: 18). Oh, how great He was in manhood! What can we say about the forsaking of God? It was at that time the wrath of God was meted out for sin and sins. He was the Son of Man, taking up all that lay on the race, and would be the Sin-bearer for every one who would come to know and love Him; freeing such a one from that burden so as to be for God here in His absence, for the great light is no longer here, but something else is here. 

That is why I read in Acts 22. There has been a transfer of things. The Lord Jesus suffered and died. He removed the man of offence from the eye of God in His burial. Everything that was required for man to come into blessing has been done through redemption. It was done by the Sin-bearer, it was done by the One who came in the likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin (see Romans 8: 3). God has condemned sin in the flesh in that blessed One. We shall never know what it was for Him to be forsaken, nor what it meant to God to forsake Him in those three hours of darkness. Nor shall we ever know what it meant to the Father to be without His Son during the three days and three nights when He was in the heart of the earth. He did not have Him as He had Him before, in the life that gave Him so much pleasure. He did not have Him in that sense. These are matters that would affect our hearts. But that great light, the 

One who was here in the midst of darkness, the darkness apprehending it not (see John 1: 5). 

Himself the light of life, He is out of death! Death could not hold Him, He is in resurrection, and as Man, He is the new Head now that God has established for every man. Do you accept that? Or do you go on in Adam’s race, a lost race? 

The gospel of the grace of God is that God is presenting a new Head. He is not asking righteousness from you, you have none, but He has brought in His own. Two thousand years have proved that man is not righteous, proved not to God but to man. The measure of man’s righteousness would be in the keeping of the law, but in not keeping one point, the whole law is transgressed. The final test of righteousness, and the measure of man’s sin was the rejection of Christ, this great light, when He was here on earth. Man is still rejecting the One who is called the Nazaraean. He is not here any more, He has been rejected. Yet, He is the One who has overcome death and hell. Satan has been defeated, totally; the Lord has defeated every foe; He is a great warrior. Why would you reject such a One? Love and feelings were behind all that He did, but He is a warrior beyond compare, and unique. All that He did to glorify God in the very place of sin, and all that He did to bring you and me into blessing, the basis of it all is in His sufferings and death. Behind it all was God’s love. 

He is now the Nazaraean in the religious world. Galilee was a place of reproach. The one who says here that a great light shone “round about me”, ended his career in chains as identified with Christ in reproach and rejection in the religious world. Think of the power of a man who would accept those chains, the power of love, based upon this experience that he had on the Damascus road, with the great light that shone upon him. 

‘Blest Lord, Thou spakest! ‘twas Thy voice 

That led our hearts to Thee; 

That drew us to that better choice, 

Where grace has set us free’. (Hymn 47) 

Here was a man who was insolent and overbearing (see 1 Timothy 1: 13), like most of us, and he is subdued. Touching the law he was blameless, but now grace sets him free, because he heard the voice pointing to the great light and attracting him; he heard that voice, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” Are you on the Lord’s side? Are you trying to work out your own righteousness? The religious world has done this. The setting of this scripture is the Jewish audience, and is why the title Nazaraean is used here. We are now in the midst of what is old, a broken down profession where the first order of man has been brought back, the opposite of the Nazaraean. That is what makes it old. 

But what characterises real Christianity is a subdued will and a new man. An insolent, overbearing man comes under the power of love. The One who is the great light would take up such a one as this so that the small light, the assembly, might be developed on the earth as a reflection of Himself. Saul would become a great star, but he has to meet another star first, one from the locality in Damascus. He would have to go there, where the gathering was and own God’s work there. It is there, beloved younger ones, where you are told all things appointed; not in the religious world, but accepting the reproach of the Nazaraean, with those who have no public acclaim. Are you able for it? 

God believes that you are able for it. You have been in these meetings and now you are listening to the glad tidings concerning His Son. His Son has one, and only one, interest presently in this world, and that is the assembly, formed on the day of Pentecost as the smaller light to be after Christ. The body, the bride and the house were formed on the day of Pentecost by the incoming of the Holy Spirit, another divine Person. Saul could not see for the time being; he could not see except he come into right relation to what God had already established in the locality; that is an important point for us all. 

I ask you, have you seen the Man in the glory? There is a Man in the glory. Wonderful truth that God has become a Man and has been here. The Lord Jesus has become a Man. He has walked here where the shadow of death was and is, and where darkness pervades the land. He has been here, but He is no longer here. He is no longer in flesh and blood condition, but He is still a Man, enthroned in glory. Would you like to see that Man? You cannot see Him without the Holy Spirit, another divine Person here on the earth. And you cannot know what God would have you to do in following the light of life, “he that follows me ... shall have the light of life” (John 8: 12), unless your will has been subdued, and you are blinded to everything of the world and the first order of things, and your eyes are opened to see another world, and another Man enthroned there. 

‘Yes, we see Thee crowned with glory, 

Highest honour to Thee giv’n; 

But Thy glory, all transcending, 

Is the light that shines in heaven. 

Thou art greater, glorious Saviour, 

Than the glory Thou hast won; 

Thee—the great “I AM”—we worship, 

Mighty God, Eternal One!’ (Hymn 181) 

Do you know this One who is the great light? He is in heaven, you need the Spirit to see the Man enthroned in glory, the Man who is coming again. Oh, the greatest words that ever dawned on my soul were that God had become a Man in the person of Christ, and He has taken man up for God, and He has taken man up for Himself. Oh, what great feelings God has; what great feelings the Lord Jesus has! Have you heard that voice? Here was one on this road who heard the voice, and he was subdued. Younger person, the Lord is looking to put you under orders. Do not look for any great things to happen except in the experience of the saints. What a great privilege you and I have to be at the end of the dispensation, the vantage point of looking back over all that God has done, to see the millions that have come to 

a knowledge of God, accepting that the righteousness of God is seen in the precious shed blood of Christ, that God is satisfied, that God is glorified, and that forgiveness is in the Lord Jesus Christ. Everything is in Christ, the second Man, out of heaven. He is the pattern for the heavenly family, He is the head of a new race, He is the head of every man. Do you accept that? 

Where are you going to find that? In older ones whose hearts are touched as they think of younger ones being left. As perhaps they sense their home-going to be with the One they love, the One that they have never seen with their eyes, except the eyes of faith, and they are leaving things in your hands and mine. Are we able for this? They speak from experience, they know what the world is, they know that it is stamped with death, but they also know about the seventy palm trees, and the twelve springs of water (see Exodus 15: 27). They know that life is among the brethren and that is a place of safety, salvation being in the assembly, where the blessed Spirit is. He has not left it, and He is not hindered as we provide moral conditions, so all those feelings from older ones are upon you and upon me. Will we continue to provide those conditions so that the blessed Spirit can finish something in the experience of our souls? Do we long for that? We may not feel able for it, but in dependence on the Spirit, if we have received Him, then we are able for it. We can go in for the features of another Man; He is coming soon to take us up to be with Himself, to have His own satisfaction in having us with Himself. 

God has always wanted man for Himself. We do not know why, but this is what God has purposed, to have man for Himself; and the acceptable order of man has been set out perfectly, personally, in the Lord Jesus, the last Adam, the second Man. All is made available to you and me in the glad tidings. It is made available at great cost, that we might come under His headship in a new race. He said, “I”, the Son of man, “if I be lifted up out 

of the earth, will draw all to me”, John 12: 32. Have you been attracted to the One who has died for you? Are you being held in affection to the One who has given everything? He could not give more, He would not have given less. That is the Man in the glory, the great victor, the great warrior. That is the One with whom you have to do. Oh, beloved younger one, the hearts of the older ones have been engaged with you during these three days, they have been engaged with me. That has been the exercise. Are you and I able for it, to be blinded from all the things of the world and accept the restrictions of Paul’s chain in the present day of the testimony, that it might end in our affections for Christ? 

I have one verse I want to read, and then close—in John 12. In the gospel preaching there should be at least two questions to answer, When the Lord said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27: 46), that answer is left. There is another question in John 12, the last part of verse 34, “Who is this, the Son of man?” Jesus therefore said to them, “Yet a little while is the light amongst you. Walk while ye have the light, that darkness may not overtake you. And he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. While ye have the light, believe in the light, that ye may become sons of light”. The lesser light is greatly obscured by what has proceeded publicly since the day of Pentecost. There was a full blaze of the reflection of the great light seen in the assembly in those one hundred and twenty persons on the day of Pentecost. They turned the world upside down by their testimony; one sermon, three thousand souls were converted. You do not see that today. God is looking for reality, it may be a quarter moon as far as the truth of the assembly is publicly, but there are sons of light, there are stars differing from glory to glory. Ananias was a star before Saul of Tarsus became a star, but everything revolves around the sun and centre, another Man in another world. He is the upholder and the sustainer of the universe. He does that by His power. Just as He is the Creator, He spoke and there was power in His speaking. 

But He is also the Nazaraean. Young people may naturally desire physical prowess, or perhaps renown militarily or otherwise. Many young people have lost their lives on the field of battle, but the real army is made up of real soldiers who have subdued wills, who love God, who love the Man in the glory, who love the people of God, and who love the truth of God in its purity. Such are the real soldiers. That is what Paul desired in Timothy; that is what was seen in Ittai who made it clear that he was not going to go without David. That is what is seen in some of the older ones who have desired with all their desire, not only that you would find forgiveness in Christ, but that you would come to a clear, full knowledge of the truth, and go on with the true David, our Lord Jesus Christ. It is yours to take on. Will you lay hold of the Saviour tonight? Will you lay hold of the One who is the great attracting light in heaven? Will you link up with those who have received the Spirit and who love the One who is in heaven, and who love the truth? As our brother was saying in the address, not in some carnal energy, but in dependence upon the Holy Spirit; holding the brethren in your affections, as loving Christ to the end, and holding the pure truth of the testimony found in the word of God, and developed in the ministries in the recovery. Will you do that, young people? I trust that you will lay hold of the Man in the glory for your salvation, and lay hold of what His greatest desire is, that is for you to yield full obedience as committed to Him. I have often said that if we commit ourselves to the testimony we will be enjoying the fellowship to the end. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Edmonton
6 July 1997 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:16 (JND) [16] And God made the two great lights, the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night, and the stars.

Isaiah 9:2 (JND) [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone.

Acts 22:6-13 (JND) [6] And it came to pass, as I was journeying and drawing near to Damascus, that, about mid-day, there suddenly shone out of heaven a great light round about me. [7] And I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [8] And *I* answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said to me, *I* am Jesus the Nazaraean, whom *thou* persecutest. [9] But they that were with me beheld the light, [and were filled with fear], but heard not the voice of him that was speaking to me. [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do. [11] And as I could not see, through the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those who were with me, I came to Damascus. [12] And a certain Ananias, a pious man according to the law, borne witness to by all the Jews who dwelt [there], [13] coming to me and standing by me, said to me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And *I*, in the same hour, received my sight and saw him.

Ecclesiastes 12:1 (JND) [1] And remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before the evil days come, and the years draw nigh, of which thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;

Isaiah 9 (JND) [1] Nevertheless the darkness shall not be as when the distress was in the [land], at the time he at first lightly, and afterwards heavily, visited the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations: [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone. [3] Thou hast multiplied the nation, hast increased its joy: they joy before thee like to the joy in harvest; as [men] rejoice when they divide the spoil. …

Isaiah 35:1 (JND) [1] The wilderness and the dry land shall be gladdened; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

Isaiah 9 (JND) [1] Nevertheless the darkness shall not be as when the distress was in the [land], at the time he at first lightly, and afterwards heavily, visited the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations: [2] the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them light hath shone. [3] Thou hast multiplied the nation, hast increased its joy: they joy before thee like to the joy in harvest; as [men] rejoice when they divide the spoil. …

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

John 9:5 (JND) [5] As long as I am in the world, I am [the] light of the world.

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

John 10:14 (JND) [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine,

Exodus 10:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah said to Moses, Stretch out thy hand toward the heavens, that there may be darkness in the land of Egypt so that one may feel darkness.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Acts 22 (JND) [1] Brethren and fathers, hear my defence which I now make to you. [2] And hearing that he addressed them in the Hebrew tongue, they kept the more quiet; and he says, [3] *I* am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to [the] exactness of the law of [our] fathers, being zealous for God, as *ye* are all this day; …

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

John 1:5 (JND) [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not.

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

John 8:12 (JND) [12] Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Exodus 15:27 (JND) [27] And they came to Elim; and twelve springs of water were there, and seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.

John 12:32 (JND) [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …



EXTRACT

What an opening for an evangelist! How much happier to be entirely under the Lord’s hand than marking out one’s own course as a servant. Philip, it says, “beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him”. He went a step further; he completely won the eunuch’s heart for Christ! Is your heart won for Christ? You require two things—first, to know Jesus as the Person, the One in whom is every divine beauty, and then to know Him officially, for God has a system of His own, and He has anointed Jesus to carry out all His will. As attracted to Jesus, you are delighted with every official position He fills. The eunuch says, “Behold water; what hinders my being baptised?” Virtually he is saying, ‘I want to die’. Then it says, “And they went down both to the water”. That may be where the difficulty lies with many, for baptism signifies your death with Christ, your complete severance from this world. Young people complain of want of companionship, and the cry is raised that there is not sufficient provision made for the young. But the Lord is extraordinarily interested in young people, and has omitted nothing for their happiness. He has not overlooked them; but the question is, Is your heart really won for Christ? If so, baptism has a place; you regard it as a necessity. The eunuch says, “Behold water; what hinders my being baptised?” He was thinking of Jesus; His life was taken from the earth, and he virtually says, ‘I want to die, I want to be in correspondence with that Man’. He was like Ruth, who said, “Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”, Ruth 1: 17. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 98, pp.44, 45)
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Scripture references

Ruth 1:17 (JND) [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee!
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