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MY REDEEMER


Job 9:2 (from “but how”);  27:6 (to “let it go”);  9:33;  Romans 3:20-26;  Job 42:5,6;  19:25-27(to “another”)

We have been reading Job locally, and have been impressed by some of these verses.  It would be true to say that Job wrestled with what we call ‘the sin question’.  In the first verse that we read, he succinctly sums up the great matter of the question of sin and sins: “how can man be just with God?”, that is, the God of whom Scripture speaks as the One “with whom we have to do”, Heb.4:13.  We will all have to do with God; there is nothing surer than that.  Every man and woman and boy and girl will have to do with Him.  God’s glad tidings concerning His Son are preached in order that you might have to do with Him now, while His favour is available to you.  

The question of how man could be just with God is a very important question, a question that could not have been answered by any mere man.  Consider the two parties involved in that question.  You have a just, holy and perfect God who is entirely righteous.  When we speak of God, we can speak of what is absolute: He is absolutely righteous, He is absolutely holy, He is absolutely just.  Then you have man, created in innocence and yet fallen.  We see all around us the result of Adam’s fall, and those of us who know our own hearts know that in them is the effect of the fall.  Man has become corrupted as away from God, independent of God, actually at enmity with God and hateful of God, and as the scripture in Titus says, “hating one another”, Titus 3:3.  Think of the features of sin that have come into expression in the human race; they are hateful to God and they are hateful to the renewed mind too.  The question is, how could man be right with God?  How could these two parties be reconciled?  But the real question is, how could man be reconciled to God?  God did not need to be reconciled to man, but man had to be reconciled to God.  It is the most important question that any person could ever answer, the question of whether they are just with God, and how they can be just with God.  

The verse in chapter 27 says “My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go”, and it is a sober and sad fact that there are, alas, many persons like that.  They have some apprehension of God and what is due to Him, and yet they do not understand their own condition and state, and they hold to their own righteousness.  They perhaps moralise and say ‘Well, I am a good person, I do not do what persons I read of in the newspapers have done.  I have never committed anything serious, I have never transgressed the law’.  But the scripture in the epistle to the Romans is clear and simple, and it is all embracing; it simply says that “all have sinned”, Rom.3:23.  All have sinned, all have offended God.  Distance came in on account of that, a distance which could not be bridged by any man.  God would appeal to our hearts in the glad tidings, even though it is nevertheless true that all have sinned, and that all have offended God.  Scripture says that “the wages of sin is death”, Rom.6:23.  Scripture also says that “it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment”, Heb.9:27.

So there is nothing surer than that you will have to do with God, and what will you say to Him?  What will you say to Him about your sins?  Not about anybody else’s, but your offences.  There will be no use in proclaiming your own righteousness, for we have none.  Scripture speaks about the righteousnesses of unregenerate man as being “as filthy rags” (Isa.64:6); that is what they are in the sight of God.

Another preacher said that you might have a list of persons in this town, and you might have a credit and a debit balance for each of them.  You could write down all the good things they have done and all the bad things they have done, and the person with the most good things and the least bad things would be at the top of the list, while the person with the most bad things and the least good things would be at the bottom of the list.  And the preacher said that the person at the top of the list might pass muster with man, and be held high in their esteem, but they will not pass muster with God.  God has in view His own righteousness in the glad tidings.  That is what we read about in Romans, “righteousness of God”.  

There is another category of persons, we might say, of those who believe mistakenly that they are already righteous and do not have anything to fear in relation to facing God.  Then you have another category, I suppose we could say, of persons who realise that they will have to do with God, that they will have to answer to Him, yet they reckon that by their own good works they can merit their own salvation.  They have confidence in their entitlement to blessing on account of their own merits.  That is another work of the devil, the great deceiver, who blinds the thoughts of the unbelieving that the glad tidings of the glory of Christ should not shine forth for them (2 Cor.4:4).

About five hundred years ago, there was a German monk called Martin Luther, a God fearing man who took a vow to live in a monastery.  One of the wrong teachings of the Roman church which was so dominant at that time was that a person had to confess all their sins, and that any unconfessed sin would lead to their damnation and judgment.  Luther was an earnest man, God fearing in a right way, and so he undertook to try to get right with God by doing exactly that.  He would go to another monk to confess his sins.  That was another wrong teaching of that church, that confession was to another man and not to God.  Luther would spend literally hour upon hour, going over his recent history and his past and distant history, trying to recall everything that he had ever done wrong in his life, every wrong thought, every wrong word.  Even anything that he had done which had caused a little pride to well up in his heart, he would try to recall and confess it.  Another monk was listening to his confessions, and sometimes Luther would go on for six hours at a time, because he was so earnest about getting right.  He would come to the end of a long session of confession and he would think that, yes, he had cleared the slate, and God would have nothing to hold against him now because he had confessed everything.  Then he would think, but I have a little pride welling up in my heart now, because I can see that I have done well.  And so, even after all that time, Luther would never have peace with God because he could never be sure that there had not been a sin that he had overlooked; perhaps there had been one that he had forgotten.  In spite of his best efforts, and because of false teaching, he never had peace with God, and he could never be sure and never be certain.  

But because Luther was an educated man, he was one of the few at that time who had access to the Scriptures in a language that he could read, and he read them avidly.  Something of the truth of the glad tidings began to dawn on his soul, so that he began to see something of the greatness of what God had effected in providing His own salvation.  The great principle of justification by faith began to dawn on his soul, and rather than bow to the teaching of men, which no doubt Satan was behind, Luther held tenaciously to that principle and began to promulgate it.  He began what became known as the Reformation, and the truth of the glad tidings, after being beclouded and hidden under all sorts of wrong teaching of men for centuries, was found again and men were able to get peace with God.  Luther was able to get peace with God, on a different basis than he had ever been taught – he received it by relying implicitly on God’s word.  It is a wonderful thing to be able to do that.  

The epistle to the Romans gives you the great truths of the glad tidings.  We read about works of law, “Wherefore by works of law no flesh shall be justified before him; for by law is knowledge of sin”.  That was the principle on which Luther had been working before, to seek to merit his own salvation by doing works or by confessing all his wrongdoings.  So “by law is knowledge of sin” is another great cardinal truth to lay hold of.  Paul learned that experimentally in Romans 7 where he described going through soul exercise.  He could say “But I had not known sin, unless by law: for I had not had conscience also of lust unless the law had said, Thou shalt not lust; but sin, getting a point of attack by the commandment, wrought in me every lust; for without law sin was dead.  But I was alive without law once; but the commandment having come, sin revived but I died” (vv.7-9).  The commandment actually brought out the innate badness that is in every one of our hearts, the innate rebelliousness of the human nature as fallen under sin.

Job said that “There is not an umpire between us”, an umpire between man and God, and when Job lived, which I understand was about Abraham’s time, that was true.  There was not an umpire between man and God.  But what we can tell you tonight in the glad tidings, friend, is that there is an umpire, there is a Mediator, “the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus”, 1 Tim.2:5.  God has approached man in lowliness in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  What a way it is in which the Creator has come in:

‘Nor yet in triumph passing,

   But human infancy!’       (Hymn 188).

What a wonderful and gracious matter that God should come here in the person of Jesus.  The Lord Jesus was always God, He never ceased to be God, and yet He was a real Man, taking the likeness of men in order to draw near to men in grace and to display all the love of God to man.  That love of God was entirely unmerited by you or me.  He purposed from a past eternity to pour it out, and the way in which He has done it is in drawing near in the person of the Saviour, the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, a blessed Man here, always doing the will of God, and then particularly in Christ’s death.  “For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground” (Isa.53:2), drawing nothing from this scene.  All His resources were in heaven; “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isa.50:4.  Think of the Lord Jesus taking up the position as the Son of the Father, the One who was here to set out for God all that He desired to see in man in perfection, “in likeness of flesh of sin” (Rom.8:3), and yet “sin apart” (Heb.4:15), a glorious Man for the pleasure of God.  Another has spoken of Him as a ‘green spot’ here in this wilderness1, in whom the Father could have absolute complacency.  

There were others before Jesus came here in whom God took pleasure.  Noah walked with God, and He had pleasure in Old Testament saints such as David, Moses and others, but there were none in whom God could have absolute trust, absolute complacency, absolute delight.  And yet Jesus was here to be the sin bearer, to take up man’s cause, to settle the whole question of sin and sins once and for all for God’s glory eternally.  He provided a righteous basis on which God could approach man and make known His blessed heart and provide a basis on which you can get right with God.  So that, unlike Luther, you no longer need to have any doubts or worries or concerns, because another Man has met the whole question of each believer’s sins through “the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”.

Well, that redemption is in this Man, but how did He do it?  The work of redemption was a great work.  No other could have done it, because it involved not only leading a perfect life and displaying all the love of God to man, displaying God in all His blessed nature to man, but it involved that Jesus should go into death and that He should suffer, so that the whole question of sin should be settled.  Isaiah says, “thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin”, Isa.53:10.  Think of that whole great principle of sin.  I struggle to say much about it, but sin was judged root and branch in Christ’s death.  But also, and crucially for every man and woman and boy and girl in this world, the Saviour, when He went into death, bore the sins of every believer in His body on the tree (1 Pet.2:24).  The Old Testament points so much to Christ.  You have the priest and the offering and the altar, and these types all coalesce in one Man, “who himself bore our sins” – that is, He was the offering – “in his body” – you get some representation of the altar there.  Yet He offered Himself (Heb.9:14); He was also the offering Priest.  Every thought of God was fulfilled in that blessed Man.  All God’s wrath against sin and against the sins of every believer was not only borne there, borne individually, but exhausted.  I have often been affected by what another has said, that God’s righteousness was such that not a sin could be overlooked or passed by or swept away.  They were borne righteously.  That involved Jesus suffering for each one, yet not only could He bear them, but only He could exhaust the judgment against them.  

Who else could bear the wrath of God?  No one except this one Man could, and He would, and He has done that work.  He could say at the end “It is finished” (John 19:30), and commit His spirit into the hands of the Father, and then go into death.  But then He could break death’s power – what a wonderful thing that is.  Scripture speaks about death as something that held men in bondage for so many years (Heb.2:15).  Jesus did not break the power of death by coming out of it, He broke the power of death by going into it, and so the apostle could say “Where, O death, is thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?”, 1 Cor.15:55.  It occurred to me, as we spoke together about the hymns and the songs this afternoon, that many of the hymns that have been composed for burial meetings are actually hymns of triumph:-

‘For ever with Thee Lord,

   And like Thee to be’       (Hymn 19)

What a wonderful prospect!  The scripture says, “Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring”, Ps.84:6.  Believers are able to do that; they can have triumph even in a time of human sorrow.  What a wonderful thing that is, and it is available to you because there is “the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”.  That blessed Man not only rose from the dead and appeared to His own, but He was received up in glory, received into heaven.  What does that mean for you?  Why is that important?  One thing that it means for you is that it demonstrates that Christ, and what He has done, is absolutely acceptable to God – that God is perfectly satisfied with that work.  So the work having been done, He is installed in glory at the Father’s right hand, received in glory bright up there and crowned with glory and honour.  He is now available as a Saviour for you by faith and by repentance.  God is setting Him forth as “a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood”, another remarkable matter.  Jesus not only died, but after He died, His blood was shed, that efficacious blood which is enough to satisfy God and provide Him with a basis to come out in forgiveness to the repentant sinner.

We had a touch in the preaching at home recently about one of the offerings in the Old Testament which was a bullock.  It was slaughtered and its blood was poured out.  Think of the bullock as the largest of the offerings, think of the volume of blood that must have flowed out.  The preacher said, ‘There is enough there for you’.  It is a wonderful matter that Christ’s work is enough.  It has satisfied God and it is available to you by repentance and through faith in His blood.  The mercy seat was of course part of the tabernacle system; it was placed over the ark.  God says of it in Exodus, “there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee …”, Exod.25:22.  God is presenting Christ tonight and He is saying ‘There is the point at which I can meet with you’. 

I suppose most of us here were brought up in households with believing parents and were brought to gospel preachings week after week.  I can speak for myself, that for years they passed over me and did not make much of an impression on me.  That is why I read in Job 42.  He said there “I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear”, and I suppose most of us have heard of the Lord Jesus by the hearing of the ear, week after week, fifty-two times a year, for year after year.  But then Job said after this long experience that he had had, “but now mine eye seeth thee”.  That was something different, something more.  He had heard of God by the hearing of the ear but now he saw Him, and there was an effect.  I suppose Job had a sense of coming into the divine presence, and it had an effect.  He then said, “Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes”. That is, he came to a true estimation of himself when he had a sense of what it was to be in the divine presence and in the presence of a perfect and holy and just God.  Job began to get a right estimation of himself.  I suppose Simon Peter had that experience when he was fishing, and there was a wonderful miracle; Simon fell down at Jesus’ knees and said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord”, Luke 5:8.  He had a sense that he was in the divine presence, and the greatness and perfection of that Man brought home to Simon’s soul what he was in himself.  That is essential for salvation.  God has appointed a way for salvation, He has made it simple, and He has made it easy for us because the work has been done by Another, but it is essential that we are repentant.  That is, we come to some estimation of what we are before God, and what our history has been, that we are not fundamentally righteous persons, but because of the sin in our hearts there is what is hateful to God, and we must repent of it towards God.  

The scripture in Romans says, “righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all”.  That is, God is holding it available for you, towards all in His favour in this blessed dispensation of grace, but it is only upon those who believe.  We must believe – a great fundamental, cardinal truth of the glad tidings.  “For he that draws near to God must believe that he is”, Heb.11:6.  Simple belief is needed, faith in a Man who has been here and done all that God required, glorified God on the earth, settled the whole question of sin and sins.  He is the one in whom salvation is available.  Salvation is by simple belief that Jesus has borne your sins vicariously on the cross, and at that point the righteousness of God will be upon you.  No one can raise a question.  God will never raise a question as to your righteousness, nor a question about what you will say to Him.  You will have God’s righteousness.  God cannot say that He is not satisfied with that righteousness; He Himself provides it in the glad tidings.  What a wonderful thing that is.  It goes on to say, “for the shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just …”.  That is another great thing, that God should be just.  God must be seen to be just, and He has been seen to be just.  He has provided salvation by being righteous, He has provided a righteous basis on which you can be before Him eternally, and eternally blessed.  

Then, “… and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus”.  What does it mean?  It means that you are judicially clear before God.  Repentance, you might say, gives us moral clearance before God, and justification gives us judicial clearance before God.  Everything for the believer is clear and free before God:

 ‘Not a cloud above, not a spot within’  (Hymn 22).

Is it not wonderful?  Think of what it must have been to Luther in his day to see something of the glory of God’s glad tidings, having striven for all those years to please God in his own strength and being unable to, and then the glorious light of this message dawned in his soul.  And partly as a result of what that man did, the truth of the glad tidings can now be preached freely and is available for you by faith tonight.

Job was a remarkable man and his history was remarkable.  I read that verse in chapter 19; we do not perhaps think of Job as being a prophet, but I think he was.  Peter speaks of “… the salvation of your souls.  Concerning which salvation prophets, who have prophesied of the grace towards you, sought out and searched out; searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which belonged to Christ, and the glories after these”, 1 Pet.1:9-11.  Job certainly had some insight, and what he says here is a wonderful thing, “as for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth”.  Is not that a wonderful thing to be able to say?  Whatever else may happen, I know that my Redeemer lives, that there is a Man on high who is my Redeemer.  

Then Job says, “and the Last, he shall stand upon the earth”.  I cannot say how much Job knew, but it is a wonderful thing to think of Jesus as “the Last”.  The Lord Jesus speaks of Himself in such a way in Revelation, where He says, “I am … the first and the last”, Rev.22:13.  A verse at the beginning of Hebrews was in my mind.  It says there that “God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, at the end of these days has spoken to us in the person of the Son, whom he has established heir of all things”, Heb.1:1,2.  There is a certain final speaking in the Son.  God spoke through the prophets, and there was many a faithful prophet who suffered much to bring God’s word to His people.  But God’s final speaking is in the Son, and He has nothing more to offer.  He has given His very best; that is the glad tidings.  God’s ideal is available to you in the glad tidings.  God’s righteousness is available to you as a result of what Christ has done and there is nothing that can be improved upon.  God has everything available for you in Christ.  We had a local brother who used to remind us often that we do not have to go outside of Christ for anything.  You get peace with God; you get forgiveness of sins – all great, fundamental, blessed matters – and the Holy Spirit is available.  God would give you His own Spirit to dwell in your heart, to give you an appetite for divine things, things which are pure and holy and blessed and uncorrupted.  God has His own world where sin has no entry and He desires to have you in it for His own glory and pleasure.  Then too, He would give you the company of persons who have come the same moral journey by way of repentance and faith, and who seek to walk here for the pleasure of God, who have in their hearts a living hope – having “begotten us again to a living hope”, 1 Pet.1:3.  I wonder if Job could see something of that when he said, “yet from out of my flesh shall I see God; Whom I shall see for myself”.  Is that not a beautiful touch?  Every believer can say, ‘I shall see Jesus face to face one day in the glory’.  We see Him by faith now, the Man at God’s right hand, in whom every blessing is available; “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies” (Eph.1:3) is available in that blessed Man.  But we will see Him face to face, because He is going to come again and take every blood-bought saint to be with Himself for all eternity, an eternity of glory.  What a wonderful prospect!  

Well, it is available to you, and it is available now; “now is the well-accepted time”, 2 Cor.6:2.  But just to give a word of warning, this dispensation of grace may end at any moment.  And so we would say to you simply in the glad tidings, get right with God while He is still available as a Saviour God, through simple repentance towards God and faith in that blessed Man.  The Lord Jesus gives you title to the enjoyment of everything in God’s heart for man.  May you do so, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Linlithgow

11 March 2018

C.J. McKay

 


Scripture references
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Job 19:25-27 (JND) [25] And [as for] me, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and the Last, he shall stand upon the earth; [26] And [if] after my skin this shall be destroyed, yet from out of my flesh shall I see God; [27] Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another: my reins are consumed within me.
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Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
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Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,
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1 Corinthians 15:55 (JND) [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?

1 Corinthians 15:55 (JND) [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?
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Exodus 25:22 (JND) [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Job 42 (JND) [1] And Job answered Jehovah and said, [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine. [3] Who is he that obscureth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered what I did not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. …

Luke 5:8 (JND) [8] But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

1 Peter 1:9-11 (JND) [9] receiving the end of your faith, [the] salvation of [your] souls. [10] Concerning which salvation prophets, who have prophesied of the grace towards you, sought out and searched out; [11] searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which [was] in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which [belonged] to Christ, and the glories after these.

Revelation 22:13 (JND) [13] *I* [am] the Alpha and the Omega, [the] first and [the] last, the beginning and the end.

Hebrews 1:1-2 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

1 Peter 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead,

1 Peter 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead,
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2 Corinthians 6:2 (JND) [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:)



LIFE AND INCORRUPTIBILITY


2 Timothy 1: 9-10

I wanted, dear brethren, to draw attention to these words, “our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility …”.  It is a great comfort to us on an occasion like this, and a great stimulation to our hearts, to think of our beloved Saviour and the greatness of His mighty work.  It is a deeply solemn matter to find ourselves in the presence of death.  Yet what a privilege that even in the presence of death, we should be in living touch with a blessed Man who is beyond it forever; One who has overcome every enemy, overcome every obstacle, and who has risen to the very highest place.  He has “annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility”.  He has brought those things to light.  Those things were originally in the purpose of God for us.  The verse speaks of God’s own purpose and grace which was given to us “in Christ Jesus before the ages of time”.  This is one of those verses which indicate that there were communications between the Persons of the Godhead before the ages of time.  It is a blessed thing to discover that it was the saints who were the subject of those communications.  There were things which God gave to us “in Christ Jesus before the ages of time”.  

As we bury our sister today, her earthly course having come to an end, we can say with confidence that God’s thoughts about her commenced before the ages of time.  It is a tremendous thing that our sister, and all like her, were in the mind of God even then.  He gave things to us “in Christ Jesus before the ages of time”, but now they have been “brought to light”.  There was a good deal of obscurity with Old Testament saints as to what would happen to them, and where they would go, when they died.  But we need not be left in any doubt about that at all, because one blessed Man has been into death and risen from it triumphant, and God has set out in Him all His thoughts of blessing and glory for us.

It says firstly that He “has annulled death”.  Clearly that does not mean that believers will not die; rather that, as a result of the work of the Lord Jesus, the effects of death have been cancelled, have been made invalid.  While we feel the loss of our sister, let us be comforted by reflecting on the greatness of what she has now gained, the blessedness of her present portion.  The apostle Paul says that departure and being with Christ “is very much better”, Phil.1:23.   Do we believe, dear brethren, that our sister’s present portion is “very much better” than anything she has known before?  Let our hearts dwell on the greatness of what our sister has now gained through being in the immediate presence of our beloved Saviour.  He has “annulled death” in that way.

Then it says that He has “brought to light life and incorruptibility”.  That surely brings home to us the greatness of what the Lord Jesus has done.  The corruptibility and frailty of the human condition were much in evidence in our sister, particularly in her closing days.  But the next thing she will experience, as far as her body is concerned, is “immortality” and “incorruptibility”, 1 Cor.15:54.  Oh, the glory of it, dear brethren!  How it is to lead our hearts out to our beloved Saviour and the greatness of His triumph, that He should have accomplished that on His own, through His precious sufferings and death and rising again.  He has secured for us “immortality” and “incorruptibility”.  It is part of the glorious spoil, of which we have sung, that He will bring to God.  There will be unnumbered hosts that will bear testimony to the glory of what has been secured by one blessed Man!

Then we have been taught that this matter of “life and incorruptibility” applies not only to our physical condition but has a moral bearing upon us even at the present time.  What came on to view in the precious life of Jesus was an incorruptible order of manhood, something which had never been seen on the earth before.  It is an aspect of things which particularly bears upon us at the present time.  We are conscious that we are in the last days, and the apostle says a little later in this epistle that “difficult times shall be there”, 2 Tim.3:1.  It is a feature of the last days that they are difficult ones.  Satan made the life of our Lord Jesus as difficult as he possibly could, subjecting Him to temptation and persecution, yet He never wavered, not for a moment.  There was the manifestation in Him of incorruptible manhood, so that at the end of His life here He could say, “the ruler of this world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14:30.  What a blessed contemplation for our hearts – “life and incorruptibility” set forth for us outstandingly in a blessed lowly Man here on earth.

But then we are also to see that those precious features are to be taken on by us in the power of the Holy Spirit, for God has placed what is incorruptible in the heart of every believer.  The scripture says that we have been born again by incorruptible seed (1 Pet.1:23).  We are to recognise that.  We are to protect what is incorruptible in us and seek to nurture it.  Peter speaks too of the “incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price”, 1 Pet.3:4.  What must the value of a thing be if it is of great price to God Himself?  Then the apostle Paul speaks of all those “that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”, Eph.6:24.  We are in difficult times.  How much corruption has come into the Christian circle; what departure, what deterioration, alas! even in our closest associations.  It is to cause us to value this feature of incorruptibility, and to love “our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”: no mixed motives, no other secret objects cherished, but undivided affection for Christ.  Never has there been a day when this feature has been so much valued by God Himself, as loving our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.  

May these holy features of “life and incorruptibility” be increasingly coveted by us.  As taking account of them set forth so outstandingly in our beloved Lord, may we be exercised in our measure to take them on ourselves while we wait for His coming and the full realisation of our heavenly part.
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Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:9-10 (JND) [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

1 Corinthians 15:54 (JND) [54] But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruptibility, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the word written: Death has been swallowed up in victory.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

1 Peter 1:23 (JND) [23] being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by [the] living and abiding word of God.

1 Peter 1:23 (JND) [23] being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by [the] living and abiding word of God.

1 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

Ephesians 6:24 (JND) [24] Grace with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption.



THE LOVE OF GOD, THE LOVE OF JESUS AND THE GLORY OF GOD


Romans 5:5,7,8;  John 11:5

What has impressed me is the love of God which has been commended to us, and the assurance of the love of Jesus.  No doubt our sister rejoiced in this verse as having known it, that “God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us”.  What a momentous matter that is.  No one else has done it, no one else could do it, to meet the need and to secure the persons.  How thankful we are, every one of us who knows the love of God for sinners like ourselves.  And no doubt even into old age, our sister was able to speak like this of the Saviour.  We should be at liberty to speak as Paul did; he could say elsewhere “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Gal.2:20.  How that rang true.  He could also say “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 Tim.1:15.  How that would ring true in the ears of those who heard Paul.  The love of God – He commends it to us, it is known by those who have put their faith in Christ, and it grows on you.  In the epistle to the Romans the gospel is set out for us in order, and you come to this – the love of God.

Now, as to the love of Jesus in John 11, there were three persons there, one of whom, Lazarus, was seriously sick and who went on to die, and two who were very closely related to him.  We think of those who are closely related to our sister, the one who is now with Christ.  It is as if the Holy Spirit would say through the opening verses of John 11, I want to assure you that whatever I am going to unfold in the rest of this passage, whatever is going to transpire, the love of Jesus is involved in it.  “Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus”.  What did transpire of course was that, as the Lord Jesus said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it”.  

I think that what our brother has said already indicates that the glory of God is involved in the death of a saint, with resurrection in view, and that “the Son of God may be glorified by it”.  The Son of God was glorified by what He went on to do, in calling forth Lazarus out of the grave.  It was another one of those experiences which made His disciples increasingly believe on Him.  We know that soon there will be 

 ‘Myriads, myriads, raised and living,’ (Hymn 380).

They will all answer to the call of the Son of God.  How great He is!  

It may test us in the meantime.  The sisters of Lazarus had hoped, as at times we hope, that their brother would recover, that the Lord Jesus and the Father would come in and bring in recovery.  That is so in some cases, but the Spirit of God would say to us that we are to be assured in any case and whatever transpires, that through divine love and the love of Jesus, these greater matters will be arrived at – the glory of God, and the Son of God being glorified. 

May we be encouraged and strengthened for the Lord’s name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Romans 5:5-8 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us: [6] for we being still without strength, in [the] due time Christ has died for [the] ungodly. [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die; [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

John 11:5 (JND) [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …



PREDESTINED FOR GLORY


2 Kings 2:1;11,12 (to “saw him no more”); 15-18;  

Luke 9:28-31

This chapter in Kings begins with what God would do; Jehovah would take up this man Elijah into the heavens.  We are in the presence of the death of a saint, and we are reminded of what Jesus has done.  He has the keys of death and of hades and when it is one of His own, they are put to sleep by Him personally.  You might say, ‘Our sister was elderly, she was frail’; it might be what was expected.  But that does not detract from the fact that it was the Lord’s own act in love.  Unlike our sister, Elijah did not die.  He was taken up, and I desire to draw attention to that, because it is easy, in a scene of death to which we are accustomed, to think that it is going to happen to us all.  Indeed, the scripture says that “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men”, Rom.5:12.  Speaking to a brother recently about the death of a saint, he said to me, ‘Well, it will be our turn next’.  But that belies the great hope of the believer.  The great hope of the believer is not the grave:

   ‘The sky, not the grave, is our goal’  (Hymn 238)

We have been reminded already, in what has been said, that Christ has annulled death.  One of the great testimonies to His complete annulling of the power of death is that there are saints who are not going to die.  They are not going to pass through the article of death.  That is revealed by the apostle Paul.  He said “Behold, I tell you a mystery”, 1 Cor.15:51.  The world is accustomed to death; one generation after another goes down to the gates of death, but Paul says “… I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep”.  Does that hope dim, dear brother, dear sister, or is the prospect of meeting the Lord in the air alive in our hearts and affections?  It differs from what happened in this scripture in which it says that Elijah went up by a whirlwind, but what is before us is that the Lord is going to come for His own.  If He has not put them to sleep personally, He will come for them personally.  He will descend into the air, and while there may be the voice of archangel and the trump of God, the focus will be on the Lord Himself.  The apostle says that “thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thess.4:17.

I just wanted to draw attention to the two sides here.  These two men were going together and there was to be a parting.  Death is a real parting.  The blessedness of the hope that we have beyond death does not remove the sorrow of it.  It says of this chariot of fire and these horses of fire that they parted Elijah and Elisha asunder, and Elisha saw Elijah no more.  There is a grief in that, never to see again one that we have known and loved in the flesh.  I believe that it is meant to be painful.  It is customary in the world to use all sorts of euphemisms to cover up the painful side of death.  The solemn reality is that death is the final end of everything here, and the pain of it is to instruct us; it is to teach us what death is.  It says of those who parted from Paul that “falling upon the neck of Paul they ardently kissed him, specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face”, Acts 20:37.  But the great hope of the believer enables us to grieve differently.  The apostle writing to the Thessalonians says “that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope”, 1 Thess.4:13.  What blessedness is the portion that has been secured for our beloved sister and all who trust in Christ.  There is the amelioration of the grief that is felt, and I believe it is intended to be felt.

I read about how these sons of the prophets drew near.  They seemed to be in doubt as to where Elijah, this faithful man of God, had gone.  Perhaps doubts and fears like that sometimes enter into our hearts on occasions like this, particularly when we are younger.  We hear that someone has been taken to be with Christ and yet we see a coffin.  We hear about the burial of the body and we may wonder what has happened.  But our sister is not here.  She has left her body of flesh, she has put off her tabernacle (2 Pet.1:14), and as we have been reminded, her portion is very much better than anything that she had ever enjoyed here below.  Not just better or an improvement on the weakness and the sorrow and the failing faculties that she knew, but very much better, something that is of an altogether different character.

That is why I read the passage in Luke, because this beloved man Elijah is found on the mountain, you might say, safe and sound in conditions of glory.  No one who knew God would have thought that His faithful servant would have been cast down some ravine or into some chasm.  Here he is – in conditions of glory and suited to them, at rest in them.  Not fearful, not afraid, but in company with Christ and speaking with Him of His departure.  That great sacrifice that the Lord Jesus was to make would lay the basis of everything for God and everything for us.  Moses and Elijah spoke with Jesus about what was before Him.  I am affected, dear brethren, to think of this man Elijah, this faithful man who God had taken up, appearing in glory with Christ.  The focus is not on Elijah, the focus is not on Moses, great personalities that they were.  We have greater privileges than them, but who of us would measure ourselves morally against men like them?  Moses and Elias – what men they were.  That is how they are described; it is striking the way in which the Spirit of God puts it; “two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias”.  They had been spiritual giants in the testimony, men who had stood for God in the face of tremendous opposition and unfaithfulness on the part of His own people, and here they were in glory.  But the focus is on Jesus.  God would have the focus on Him in all our occasions.  The focus in this occasion has been on Him.  God is going to have myriads like Him; they are predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son.  

How exhilarating that is, as you take account of the frailty and weakness that marked the closing days of our beloved sister, but she has been predestined, and nothing less than that, to be conformed to the image of God’s Son.  The purpose of doing that is not simply her blessing, but that God’s Son, He, should be the Firstborn among many brethren.  The Lord Jesus is going to be glorified personally, but He is going to be glorified in His saints.  He is going to be wondered at in all that have believed.  How blessed, and how right it would be, that the glory should be His, the One who, as we have been reminded, alone and unaided, has secured such a portion for Himself.  As we feel, and we are intended to feel, the pain of the parting that death brings, let us receive the assurance, the triumphant assurance, that such a glorious portion has been secured not only for our sister but for each one of us who believe. 

May God bless the word.
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Scripture references

2 Kings 2:1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

2 Kings 11 (JND) [1] And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she rose up and destroyed all the royal seed. [2] But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, the sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him from among the king's sons that were slain, [and hid] him and his nurse in the bedchamber; and they hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. [3] And he was with her hid in the house of Jehovah six years. And Athaliah reigned over the land. …

Luke 9:28-31 (JND) [28] And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. [29] And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different and his raiment white [and] effulgent. [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

1 Corinthians 15:51 (JND) [51] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed,

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Acts 20:37 (JND) [37] And they all wept sore; and falling upon the neck of Paul they ardently kissed him,

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope.

2 Peter 1:14 (JND) [14] knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle is speedily [to take place], as also our Lord Jesus Christ has manifested to me;



Notes


	[←1]
	 J. Taylor Vol. 6 p.188
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