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THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD

R. Taylor 

Romans 3: 21–26; 4: 3–8; 2 Corinthians 5: 21 

A little earlier in this book we read that in the glad tidings the righteousness of God is revealed (Romans 1: 17). That is an expression that may arouse fear in the soul, the righteousness of God. We may well fear as we think of it, in one sense, but the righteousness of God is not a righteousness that demands, it is a righteousness that supplies. In the wonderful ways of God all that He does must be based on righteousness. It gives assurance that it will never break down. God’s promises and expressions of His grace, are based on righteousness; therefore they can never break down. It is the weakness in man’s administration that the basis is not sound. You can see that by what comes to the surface. 

Matters arise and it is seen that the whole structure is shaky and cannot be trusted; but God’s dealings with man, as they must be because of who He is, are based on righteousness that is supplied. Man was tested under law, not to prove anything to God; the law came in to prove to man how far away he was, how unrighteous he was. He was unrighteous before but the law magnified the unrighteousness and the inability of man to meet what was right in God’s sight. 

If He was only righteous God may well have closed matters up, perfectly just and righteous, but God has worked in righteousness to lay the basis for the outshining of His grace. It says in this very book, that grace reigns through righteousness, that is righteousness that God supplies. It is not anything on man’s side, but righteousness is a foundation that God has laid in order that He may come out to man in blessing. 

When man was seen by law to be helpless and unrighteous, God intervened to supply it in Jesus. Indeed the Lord Jesus used those very words when He was here, “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness”, Matthew 3: 15. He was in the circumstances in which men were and there He fulfilled all righteousness. What a spot there was on this earth when Jesus was here that the divine eye could rest upon in perfect complacency. Indeed at that very scene of which we speak when He says, “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness”, the answer was that God anointed Him, the Holy Spirit came upon Him. There was One in whom God could rest in perfect complacency because of righteousness. In the incoming of Jesus as a Man here, the whole ways of God were changed. There was there in Christ a supply of all that was needed from God’s side to come out in blessing towards the sinner. 

You see that in the pathway of Jesus, in the days of His flesh here, the supply of divine grace in perfect righteousness. The Pharisees could not understand it; it was unintelligible to men like that because they were looking to see what they could do. There were two men who went up to the temple to pray and one spoke to God of his righteousness, he said he was better than the others. I suppose he believed what he said that there was some good in him. The other man said that there was not a spark of good in him, he said, “O God, have compassion on me, the sinner” (Luke 18: 13), and divine righteousness came out in mercy towards that guilty man. God was perfectly righteous to do it. 

This very passage speaks about that, God being righteous in passing by the sins that had taken place before. You think of all that had gone before, and God looked on it with sorrow, with deepest feeling for man, but He says He was passing it by in righteousness because He was looking on to a time when the whole debt would be met. That is a fundamental matter in righteousness that the debt must be paid. And there was man, you and me, with no ability to pay. It says that too in the Scriptures, “as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them their debt”, Luke 7: 42. Think of a righteous God acting like that in grace and mercy towards those who had no means to pay. That is how 

God has come in, to meet the debt to His own satisfaction, in God’s righteousness. There is man’s side to it, but the first thing is that God’s righteousness was shining out without a hindrance because there was One there who laid a perfect basis for mercy to come out to the vilest. And that is the position for you and me today, that not a charge can be raised if God forgives you because He has paid the price, the debt has been met to His satisfaction, and the windows of heaven are opened in blessing towards the sinner in righteousness. No shaky ground about it, no going back on it, the forgiveness that God is supplying in mercy and grace today is founded on God’s righteousness, God’s holy claims of justice being fully met in the person of Jesus. Not only when He was here but as we read in that last scripture, it was met in His death, the price was paid in the death of Jesus. Hence “the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God”, He forbore. Maybe that is the position with you tonight, that God has gone on in forbearance. He has borne with our unrighteousnesses, He has borne with the times that He may have pleaded with you and you have ignored Him; He has borne with your bad manners, may I say, the way you have neglected Him, the way that you have refused the offers of His mercy. He has borne with it because He can look on what Christ has done to His satisfaction in His death and in His blood being shed. 

The righteousness of God was met, the claims of justice were fully satisfied in the death of Jesus in that He bore on the cross the judgment that was due to you and me. The judgment that the universe was ripe to receive, Jesus bore it in His body on the cross. He alone was able to do it, because He had already fulfilled all righteousness. Indeed in the closing time of His life here Pilate’s wife uttered those very words, “that righteous man”, Matthew 27: 19. Pilate himself had to acknowledge that there was no fault whatever in Him. The centurion beholding that scene said, “Truly this man was Son of God” (Matthew 27: 53), and yet there He was on the cross a righteous Man. It had to be that. Had there been anything lacking the work would never have been effective; but there was the righteous One there who was able, who was willing, but primarily He was able to bear all that was laid on Him in God’s holy judgment, because God being righteous could never pass things by. God being who He is could never sweep things under the carpet, as men speak. Matters must be right. That is the simple meaning of righteousness, and the righteousness of God requires that matters are right to His satisfaction. 

Men’s idea of things being right are not the same as God’s. Men are satisfied with much that is short in God’s sight, but matters must be right in the fullest meaning in God’s sight. There was One who was able on the cross to bear in His body God’s judgment that was due to the sinner to God’s satisfaction. 

There is the basis for God’s righteousness, there God’s holy claims were met in that He bore all that was due to men in His body. And more than that, He took it all away from God’s sight. That is why it says here that God is righteous in “passing by the sins that had taken place before”, and He is righteous in showing forth “in the present time” His mercy because the price has been paid in the death and the burial and the rising again of Jesus. It was no light matter. It was no light matter for God to come out in righteousness in mercy, but it brings out the glory and the effectiveness of all that was effectuated in Jesus dying on the cross and being buried and raised again. It says, “there is no difference; for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, all are under the same category in God’s sight, that all have sinned. And it is in the realisation and coming to that that you come to enjoy God’s mercy toward you as told out in its blessed fulness in the grace of God being preached “towards all, and upon all those who believe”. It is there for you today, divine righteousness, what you can never have by works, what you could never attain to in yourself. God is supplying it. 

It is somewhat like that wedding garment that is referred to in the parable in the gospel, where there is a man without a wedding garment, he was there in his own righteousness. But every other one who came into that wedding feast, who had come from the hedges and the byways, the outcasts of society, had been brought in and was clothed in divine righteousness so that the eye of the king could rest complacently upon them. I wonder how God’s eye rests upon you today. I wonder how you look on yourself. God would raise these questions with us as to how we are in God’s sight. Are you feeling guilt at the mention of God’s name? 

Without Christ you may well do that. The man that I referred to without a wedding garment, what guilt came upon him. The king raised the question in all simplicity, he says, “My friend, how camest thou in here not having on a wedding garment?”, Matthew 22: 12. My friend, how do you stand? How do you feel in your own soul in regard to God and in regard to His eye being upon you, because, make no mistake about it, His eye is upon all? It says, “all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4: 13), whatever you may be hiding under, whatever may be the barrier between you and God. Men have erected many barriers; what heresies indeed have been introduced to dull the conscience in regard to the presence of God. But there it says, “all things are naked”. Not only persons but their thoughts, all “naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do’. 

Whatever the barriers that men may erect. God sees through them all, and there today in His grace He is offering righteousness. He is offering that you could be, before Him, as the hymn-writer says, with ‘Not a cloud above—not a spot within’ (Hymn 22). That is what divine righteousness would bring the soul into, that you come to be conscious in the presence of God that matters have been cleared, not only for your conscience, but they are cleared to God’s satisfaction, and that is the important matter. Men have all sorts of theories alleviating their own conscience, but the matter must be settled to God’s satisfaction, and that can only be with a righteousness that God supplies. He is coming out with it in mercy to clothe the sinner with what meets His eye, and more than meets the conscience of man. So it says here, “righteousness ... towards all”, but then it says, “upon all those who believe”. I wonder if it is upon you? Not just something you know about, not just something you have heard about, but the righteousness of God is upon those who believe. It is there to be embraced in all its attractiveness. God has set forth the righteous One, the Man in whom His righteousness has been displayed and His grace is shining. It says “whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood”. He speaks about “the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”. How fully God has come out with all that man needs! 

Everything that man needs is supplied for him in the Person of Jesus. It: says, “Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. These are the things that men need in God’s presence; not exactly in man’s presence, but all that is needed for the soul to stand before God is supplied in Jesus. He is made unto us righteousness from God that we may stand in His presence in the assurance of His love towards us and in the enjoyment of His embrace. So He has set Him forth a mercy-seat. Now these are Old Testament expressions, but the idea of a mercy-seat is a place where God would meet with Moses, as it says, “there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee”, Exodus 25: 22. God spoke to Moses without him being consumed. Wonderful fact that God could speak to such a man, and he could hear His words without being condemned! The mercy-seat was above on the ark; the ark was a small box covered in gold but it spoke of Jesus; and God says, there on the basis of Jesus and His work, and the glory of that Man, I am ready to speak to you my thoughts of blessing and love towards the people. So the mercy-seat was above on the ark and there on it was put the blood. 

God’s eye in speaking was on that blood, and there before the mercy-seat where Moses stood, or Aaron, there was blood sprinkled and they stood on blood. There is the great meeting-place, where all has been secured for God’s eye, and the ground on which men could stand, the precious blood of Jesus, as the hymn-writer says, ‘Shed for rebels, shed for sinners’ (Hymn 167); but my friend it was shed for God. That is the basis of His righteousness that the price had been paid, the debt had been met, and there is that blood under God’s eye and He is able to speak without condemnation. Wonderful fact that God can speak to you and me today whatever our state may be, He can speak in blessing because His eye is fixed on Jesus. 

I often think of that passage in Isaiah where God says, “Come now, let us reason together”, Isaiah 1: 18. You wonder at it, how God could proclaim to a guilty nation and He could proclaim to you and me as we are, “Come now, let us reason together”. It does not say, Come and I will tell you what you should do, it says, “Come now, let us reason together”, as if He would want to gain your confidence. He wants to hear what you have to say. Maybe you have things you think are not right. Maybe there are things on your heart that you would like to speak of; God says, I will listen to what you have to say. It says, “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”. I often wonder at it, but in God speaking like that He was looking on Jesus. There is a righteous basis in that blessed Man and in His work for God to reason, and say that as coming to Him all your burden, your sin and the weight on your conscience can all be met to God’s glory and for your peace. So it says here that He has “set forth a mercy-seat”. That has never needed to be changed. It is there today as it was when this passage of scripture was written, it is there in all its efficacy and blessedness, “a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood”. Now, my friend, that is where you get your righteousness. God has His righteousness in the work of Jesus; in the blood of Jesus being shed His righteousness has been met so that He can come out and speak in mercy and in blessing to the sinner. But for you to have any righteousness it requires your faith, “through faith in his blood”. 

That brings us to Abraham, a man who obeyed God’s word, and it says, “it was reckoned to him as righteousness”. Think of God being a generous God like that! Abraham did not do any works, except that he obeyed God. God said to Abraham to go out, but He is saying to us to come. His language today is to come and put your faith in what He has done. Righteousness is something you could never acquire in God’s sight, it is placed upon you through faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, so that “grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life”, Romans 5: 21. God is opening up the counsels of His love, and He is giving you the right to enjoy them through faith. Not in yourself, not in anything you can do, but through trust and faith in what God has proposed and what He has done through Jesus. So it says, “Even as David also declares the blessedness of the man to whom God reckons righteousness without works”. What a gospel that is, “righteousness without works”, because God has provided it in Jesus. As I said, that wedding garment was there, it was received through faith and accepting of God’s offer of mercy; all those in that place except one man were suited to be at home under the eye of the king. There was one who chose to have his own thoughts on what was right, but then he was exposed. Maybe he thought he could make his own arrangements, it would seem. And that is what men are trying to do today, make their own arrangements, comparing themselves with themselves. 

Now God has shut up all in unbelief that through faith in what Christ has done you may have divine righteousness (Romans 11: 32). There is no other thing will stand in the presence of God, but it is there today, “Even as David also declares the blessedness of the man to whom God reckons righteousness without works—Blessed they whose lawlessnesses have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered”. Friend, is it you? The blessing is there towards all, but upon all those who believe. Nothing to be raised, lawlessnesses have been forgiven. That is what God can do in righteousness. More than that, He justifies persons who are of the faith of Jesus. Believers are not only forgiven, but justified, that is all part of that garment that that man despised. 

Everything that was needed for God’s eye to rest upon was there provided. Here it is, “forgiven, and whose sins have been covered—blessed the man to whom the Lord shall not at all reckon sin”. Think of God being righteous, to clothe you with His righteousness, to clothe you with what He has proposed, all through faith in the Lord Jesus. The simplicity of it is its charm, and the stumbling block to the human mind, that God has provided all and there is nothing to be done. 

It was all based, as we read in that scripture, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”. Is that where you stand before God, in Christ, in God’s sight? Man is cast either in Adam or in Christ. It says, “For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive”; 1 Corinthians 15: 22. That is how God looks on the race today, you are either in Adam or in Christ. It used often to be said in the gospel that you need to change your man. Instead of having confidence in yourself, or in man and his world, your confidence and your trust is in Christ. That is God’s righteousness and how it is set out today. He will yet take up matters with men as a Judge because they have despised His righteousness, and despised the offer that God has made towards all, “righteousness, of God ... towards all”. Some have despised it, and God being righteous will have to take it up. Now it says, “blessed the man to whom the Lord shall not at all reckon sin”. But if sin is not covered for you through confession in the name of Jesus, through faith in Him and His finished work, God being righteous must take up man as he stands on the ground of responsibility. What a day of judgment it will be, the righteous judgment of God, but today God is proclaiming grace reigning through righteousness for the blessing of all who would hear. May it be laid hold of today in faith by all who hear it, for God’s glory and praise. 

Preaching at Dundee,
6 March 2003 

 


Scripture references

Romans 3:21-26 (JND) [21] But now without law righteousness of God is manifested, borne witness to by the law and the prophets; [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference; [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus; [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.

Romans 4:3-8 (JND) [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. [4] Now to him that works the reward is not reckoned as of grace, but of debt: [5] but to him who does not work, but believes on him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness. [6] Even as David also declares the blessedness of the man to whom God reckons righteousness without works: [7] Blessed [they] whose lawlessnesses have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered: [8] blessed [the] man to whom [the] Lord shall not at all reckon sin.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Romans 1:17 (JND) [17] for righteousness of God is revealed therein, on the principle of faith, to faith: according as it is written, But the just shall live by faith.

Matthew 3:15 (JND) [15] But Jesus answering said to him, Suffer [it] now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffers him.

Luke 18:13 (JND) [13] And the tax-gatherer, standing afar off, would not lift up even his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, O God, have compassion on me, the sinner.

Luke 7:42 (JND) [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most?

Matthew 27:19 (JND) [19] But, as he was sitting on the judgment-seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that righteous [man]; for I have suffered to-day many things in a dream because of him.

Matthew 27:53 (JND) [53] and going out of the tombs after his arising, entered into the holy city and appeared unto many.

Matthew 22:12 (JND) [12] And he says to him, [My] friend, how camest thou in here not having on a wedding garment? But he was speechless.

Hebrews 4:13 (JND) [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Exodus 25:22 (JND) [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Isaiah 1:18 (JND) [18] Come now, let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Romans 5:21 (JND) [21] in order that, even as sin has reigned in [the power of] death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 11:32 (JND) [32] For God hath shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might shew mercy to all.

1 Corinthians 15:22 (JND) [22] For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive.



MORAL AND SPIRITUAL RESOLVE

W. Lamont 

Genesis 32: 22–32; Exodus 21: 1–6; 1 Kings 21: 1–4; Daniel 3: 16–18 

We have been speaking of God’s will, and that everything in the universe will ultimately be brought into accord with it. That is inevitable, that God will have His way. He already has it, of course, in Christ, the Man of His purpose, the Man who has fulfilled His will. He came into this world with that objective in view—God’s will to fulfil. It was fulfilled in perfection—what perfection there is in Christ, what food for our souls! But what I want to draw your attention to in this word is the matter of moral and spiritual resolve. You will have noticed, in the scriptures read, that each of these persons, and the three young men referred to, all say, I will not or We will not. I think we are all familiar with that expression in a wrong sense. As children, sometimes disobedient to parents, which is a feature that is looked upon very strongly by God, I suppose we have all said, I will not in a wrong sense, that is in a sense of disobedience. We can always repent of course. The Lord speaks of that in the parable of the two sons. One said, “I will not” (Matthew 21: 29), but, after repenting himself, he went. The other said, “I go, sir, and went not”. So, it is essential to all of us, young and old, to come into the path of obedience. 

We have been speaking of the obedient One, set out perfectly in the Lord Jesus. He learned obedience from the things which He suffered (Hebrews 5: 8). He did not need to learn to obey. He was always the obedient One, but He learned as in manhood what that quality was. 

So, here we read of these persons of moral resolve, each of whom says, I will not. It is a good thing to come to that, when evil presents itself, or something attracts you that is not right, to have the ability to say, I will not. Jacob is our first example; he has quite a history, some of it very questionable, perhaps something like our own at times. He is here on a journey and rose up that night, he moves forward and passes over the ford at Jabbok with his family. He took them and led them over the river. There were right family relationships. But there came a point, as we have it here, “And Jacob remained alone”. That is an experience that every one of us must have—being alone with God. 

I wonder how long we have been alone with God. It is an essential experience. This passage stresses the necessity of it. That is to get into the presence of God, and in communion and prayer find out God’s mind, like Asaph in Psalm 73: 17. So Jacob remains, alone and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. I think this passage illustrates, among other things, the exercises of Romans 7, it is a struggle. You find in yourself at times that you want to do what is right, but find you have not the power to do so, and you do wrong. You find you have not the power to cease to do wrong. That is the struggle of Romans 7. So Jacob struggled here. But the thing is to go on and Jacob got through to what is referred to in Romans 8, the mind of the Spirit, life and peace. When you come to Romans 8 in your experience you cease to struggle, you find the blessedness of the Spirit and all that that means. So Jacob says, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me”. 

Oh, the moral determination of the man. I think that is a necessary element that must be seen in evidence with us all, moral determination to see through exercises, whether they be individual or collective. Then God says to him, “Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed”. You will find as you go through these exercises, as Jacob says, “For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved”. And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him. 

Jacob’s history is very interesting; his name is changed from Jacob to Israel. Of Jacob and of Israel it shall be said—“What hath God wrought!”, Numbers.23: 23. 

Jacob is what the man is in responsibility. Israel is what he is according to God, in God’s purpose. Have we all arrived at that? I wonder if we all have the moral resolve that Jacob had—“I will not let thee go except thou bless me”. It is needed, beloved brethren, it is needed today. In the conditions in which we are, it is needed that matters go through to completion. 

Of course Jacob has further to go. At Peniel, the sun rose upon him but he has still to get through to Bethel, the house of God. At one stage he says, “How dreadful is this place!”, Genesis 28: 17. To be practical, sometimes some of us, when we were young, passed through a stage where we found that the meeting was a terrible place, that the meetings were boring. 

When you get through to Peniel, you find that the sun shines upon you. Then Jacob had to learn that there is not only Bethel, which is the house of God and all that that involves, but he had to learn further about El-Bethel—that is God of the house of God. It means you come through to where God dwells and come through to where God is Himself. But, this exercise of Jacob’s depended on the moral resolve of the man. He said, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me”. These feelings are essential in these days of what is casual, a time in the world of ‘could not care less’. Oh for this moral resolve of I will not; may it be the experience of each one of us. 

When we come to Exodus 21, the scripture is typical of the Lord Jesus, the true Hebrew bondman, the One who emptied Himself, taking a bondman’s form (Philippians 2: 7). Think of that, One who did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form. Then it says, “But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”. It surely reminds us of the Lord’s words, “but then, not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. What does that mean for us? It means, in simple language, dear young people, that your life is devoted to the Lord Jesus, and you are devoted to the Lord’s people. What a thing it is to be in an area of love, to experience the love of the Lord Jesus, the love of the saints, to find yourself in an area of salvation, where the Spirit of God is free. We should all know that there was teaching many years ago as to salvation in the assembly; you are safe there, safe from the elements of the world, protected and preserved. (See J.T. Vol. 1, page 285). So, the bondman says distinctly, that is, there is no doubt about it, and “his master ... shall bring him to the door, or to the doorpost; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever”. That is committal. It is a wonderful thing for us all, young and old, to commit yourself to be His bondman for ever. I will not go free. That is total dedication, total devotion to what is of the Lord Jesus here. 

When we come to the section in 1 Kings 21, there was a man who had a vineyard and the king coveted it. He says, I will exchange it, “Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it”. That is what the enemy would do, he would say to you, What are you doing here in these restricted circumstances? Young people amongst old people, what are you doing here? The enemy would say he could give you something better. But there is nothing better than being among the company of the saints. 

There was subtlety with this king. He became vexed and sullen and he quotes Naboth as saying, “I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers”. This means for us, at the present time, what other men have laboured for, and we have entered into their labours. (See John 4: 38). What labour there has been in the past, by men of God; who have brought out to us the principles of the truth. Are we going to give it up? It is the inheritance of our fathers. It is an obligation upon us, all these things have come down to us. Paul’s ministry and the ministries of the recovery, they are our inheritance and the inheritance of our fathers. Stand by it, whatever the cost may be. It has cost men their lives. 

Where I live in Scotland we are surrounded by monuments to men who were slain because of their devotion to the Lord Jesus. Let us be like that in principle and use this language, particularly in the day in which we live, when so much has been given up. As we read in John 6, “Many therefore of his disciples having heard it said, This word is hard; who can hear it?” (John 6: 60). And many went away back, in effect they were not prepared for the path of separation. It is significant there the Lord Jesus did not plead with them to stay. He did not exhort Peter and the rest to stay, he gives them a challenge, “Will ye also go away?” That is the challenge for today, when so many of our beloved brethren have departed, giving up the truth, saying the path of separation is too hard for them, the very same language. Let us, in holy resolve, be like Naboth and say, “I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers”. 

What pleasure the Lord Jesus has in seeing persons who are marked by holy, spiritual determination, and who say, “I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers”. Maintain it to the end, till we enter into it. We have the earnest of it now by the Holy Spirit, we are sealed; what a wonderful thing it is to be sealed, to know that you are divine property, and that from that standpoint you have something that the world cannot give you. Something that has come down in a pure and living way. 

In Daniel we have three young men who, in holy resolve together, not only in personal resolve and spiritual determination, but together, say, “we will not”. That is what these three young men represent, persons who together have holy resolve, so that not only what is individual remains, but also what is collective, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come”, Revelation 22: 17. There is much detail but they said, “But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image that thou hast set up”. There is much in the way of hero worship of persons in the world today, and much in the way of what is religious and political that would answer to the golden image, that would detract our attention from what is true and what is real. But these men were determined not to worship the golden image which was set up. May it be, beloved brethren, young and old, that with holy resolve we are determined that we will not serve worldly gods or these golden images. May it be that we are preserved for the service of praise and the worship of God. May it be so that each one of us has solidly, in our constitutions, this resolve, that when it is needed each one of us will be prepared to say, I will not and, as acting together, we will not. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Genesis 32:22-32 (JND) [22] And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two maidservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford of the Jabbok; [23] and he took them and led them over the river, and led over what he had. [24] And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. [25] And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob's thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him. [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. [27] And he said to him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. [28] And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. [29] And Jacob asked and said, Tell [me], I pray thee, thy name. And he said, How is it that thou askest after my name? And he blessed him there. [30] And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. [31] And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip. [32] Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh, to this day; because he touched the joint of Jacob's thigh the sinew.

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

1 Kings 21:1-4 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! [4] And Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed because of the word that Naboth the Jizreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and ate no bread.

Daniel 3:16-18 (JND) [16] Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer thee in this matter. [17] If it be [so], our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver [us] out of thy hand, O king. [18] But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image that thou hast set up.

Matthew 21:29 (JND) [29] And he answering said, I will not; but afterwards repenting himself he went.

Hebrews 5:8 (JND) [8] though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered;

Psalms 73:17 (JND) [17] Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; [then] understood I their end.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Numbers 23:23 (JND) [23] For there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel. At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!

Genesis 28:17 (JND) [17] And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Philippians 2:7 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

1 Kings 21 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! …

John 4:38 (JND) [38] I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:60 (JND) [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it?

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



JUSTICE

R. F. White 

Isaiah 42: 1–4; Acts 3: 13–15; John 5: 30; Deuteronomy 16: 20 

I would like to say a few words about the subject of justice; that is a very big subject and one of deep interest. Justice is something that is of interest to men everywhere—it is of interest to believers, but it is also of great interest, I believe, to men wherever they are. There is something, it would seem, in the human spirit that cries out for what is called justice. The word translated ‘justice’ in the Old Testament has the connotation of ‘that which is right’. So that is a simple enough thought in itself; justice is what is right. If we apply that to man’s world and man’s way of thinking the question arises: who determines what is right and what is not right? Questions like this have been the subject of great debate by philosophers and sages down the ages. Who makes the rules? There is one school of thinking that says that the strong make the rules, and justice can be determined by whoever has the most power. That is one school of thought amongst men, and there are others like that. You see an example of it at the present time; strong nations make their own rules. 

They think they can do what they wish because nobody can stop them and so they present what they are doing as just, a just cause, or it may be, a just war. Such is the mind and heart and spirit of man. If we look around us we see the nations have made their own rules, such as the laws of this land and the laws of other lands, and these define what justice is according to their thoughts. Man-made laws say what can be done and what cannot be done. God may be in these things to a certain extent in His mercy, and we are thankful for that. We know that He sets up the powers that be in order that they might, as Paul says, be a terror to an evil work, and a praise to a good work (Romans 13: 3). That is God’s intent in setting up government, and in His providential ways He may remove governments which fail to exercise this responsibility. 

But I desire to draw your attention to what these scriptures teach us about justice, and, especially, I desire to draw your attention to this blessed Person who is spoken of in Isaiah 42. God Himself is drawing attention to Him, and He says of this Person that He will “set justice in the earth”. It is wonderful to think of this, that God has determined that there is one blessed Man because we are speaking here about a Man, the Lord Jesus Christ—who will “set justice in the earth”. This prophet Isaiah has many beautiful prophetic references to the Lord Jesus Christ. We have been reading it at home and noticing how often this prophet is given light as to this blessed One who was to come. We need help at times to distinguish, because in this section in Isaiah, for example, God speaks frequently of His “servant”, and it is not always Christ personally that is in mind, sometimes it refers to the nation of Israel. That nation was to have been God’s servant to set Him forth here. But we can be sure that this reference is to the Lord Jesus Christ because it is quoted in Matthew as referring directly to Him (Matthew 12: 18–21). I am sure that as we read it together at this time we love to consider what the Spirit of God says prophetically as to this blessed Person, “Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!” Think of God speaking this way about a Man! Think of God speaking about His soul, the inmost feelings of one divine Person for Another! He says, “I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations”. I bring forward this scripture to draw attention to this blessed One who can be entrusted with the wonderful things that are spoken of in this section. 

We know that when He was baptised the Holy Spirit came upon Him. Think about One upon whom God could put His Spirit without measure, and it says, “he shall bring forth judgment to the nations”. So obviously the idea of judgment is closely linked with justice. The two go hand in hand. Judgment, it seems to me, is the untangling of right and wrong, and if you consider the world as it is at the present time, who could untangle the affairs of this world? 

Think of the intermingling of right and wrong that there is on every hand as we look around us! Think of this world as it is, and the conditions that exist in it, dear brethren. Who can untangle right and wrong in the midst of all the moral confusion of the present time, and yet this scripture points out a blessed Man of whom it says, “he shall bring forth judgment to the nations”. How wonderful that He is capable of this! And I believe, as I am sure you do, that justice, from the standpoint of scripture, must involve the mind of God expressed as to everything that exists. 

Surely that is what justice is, the mind of God expressed and enforced with respect to what is right and what is wrong. As you think of the affairs of the nations and the things that go on amongst men—there is one blessed Person, and one only, who is capable of setting them right and adjusting them to God’s entire satisfaction. A day will come when that will be seen publicly. In reading this scripture I draw your attention to the Person whom we know now, the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who will bring all this out and display it in a day to come. 

It says, “He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street”. We are familiar with self-publicists, people who put themselves forward seeking attention, seeking a name, seeking fame. We are familiar too with the idea of propaganda, statements put forward to mislead and to draw attention to the wrong things, to deflect the truth from certain things and draw attention to other things. But how clamorous men are at the present time for fame and for attention! It says of this blessed One, “He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street”. Think of the Spirit of that Man! He was here, as has been said, active in obscurity, not drawing attention to Himself, but nonetheless active and effective. 

And it says, “A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench—he shall bring forth judgment according to truth”. You might think that smoking flax or a bruised reed was of no importance and it would not matter if it was thrust aside. There is something there that is bruised, but can it be preserved? And the smoking flax refers, as I understand it, to the wick of a light that has almost gone out. You might say, it does not matter if that is put away. But everything that is precious, everything that is of value, is preserved through the operation of this blessed Person. 

I would like to read you another lovely scripture that bears upon it. In Psalm 72 it says of Him, “he will deliver the needy who crieth, and the afflicted, who hath no helper; He will have compassion on the poor and needy, and will save the souls of the needy—He will redeem their souls from oppression and violence, and precious shall their blood be in his sight” (Psalm 72: 12–14). I am not giving it any particular application; I am just bringing it forward to engage you with the blessedness of this Person. I want to read you another passage from this same prophet, in chapter 11, it says of Him, “And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity the meek of the earth—and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked” (Isaiah 11: 3, 4); that is this same blessed Person. Everything that is precious, that is of any value, is preserved, and it says, “He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth—and the isles shall wait for his law”. Sometimes we think that patience is a sign of weakness, but with this blessed Person it is not. He operates in His own time and in His own way to resolve every matter for the entire satisfaction of God. 

May we be helped to feed our souls by considering this One who is great enough to resolve all these issues that are troubling the nations and bewildering the wisest. The Lord Jesus is great enough to solve every problem and He will do it in God’s own time. 

I read in Acts 3 just to connect in a way, but to point out that in the New Testament we do not get justice set on the earth yet. What we get in the New Testament is the one just Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a unique expression that Peter uses, “the holy and righteous one”. Think of one blessed Man being distinguished in that way as “the holy and righteous one”! But here we have that “holy and righteous one” put to death, as Peter says, “ye denied the holy and righteous one, and asked that a man that was a murderer should be granted to you”. I refer to this to show you the character of this world; “the holy and righteous one has been set aside and put to death here. As another has said, God gave the Jews a law, they used that law to condemn “the holy and righteous one”; He gave the Romans temporal power, they used that power to crucify Him. Think of man’s justice and man’s world, it is entirely out of step with God, and this wrong, this injustice, has never yet been put right. There is much injustice on the earth at the present time, but think of this, that the greatest injustice ever inflicted has never yet been rectified. ‘This world’s judgment stands recorded’, as hymn 404 says; “the holy and righteous one” has been put away; and men go on in their course, and the Jewish nation goes on in its course. We are thankful indeed if there are governments who seek to rule fairly, and, in a measure, righteously in the providential ordering of God, but we do not expect justice here until this wrong is set right. It will be set right, “the holy and righteous one” will be vindicated here where He has been dishonoured and disowned. What joy that gives our souls to think of that! 

Peter says, “The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus”. We do not see Him now set over the nations in the way of setting justice on the earth, and establishing things according to the mind of God here, but God has glorified Him. How precious it is to think that there is a Man at the right hand of God now, this blessed, holy, righteous One is there; heaven has received Him. Heaven is filled with His glory, and the Holy Spirit has come to bring into our hearts impressions of the blessed Man who is in the presence of God now. The grace of God has provided the forgiveness of our sins through this Man, and the gift of the Holy Spirit that we might be in joy and happiness here in the knowledge that everything that God has said of Him will be made good. The day will come when He will be manifested and will operate to put right everything here. As we know, we could not run the world as it is on Christian principles. What is needed is power to enforce publicly truth and righteousness; and that power will be seen when the Lord Jesus Christ is manifested. There will be power publicly to enforce these things according to the mind and will of God. Earlier in the prophet Isaiah it says, “a king shall reign in righteousness”, Isaiah 32: 1. Everything then will be adjusted according to the divine valuation. How wonderful the millennium will be when everything finds its true place under the blessed rule of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

I read in John 5: 30 where the Lord Jesus says, “I cannot do anything of myself; as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is righteous, because I do not seek my will, but the will of him that has sent me”. If we want to find justice, this is what justice means; it is the will of God expressed here on earth through a Man; everything that He did was in concert with the Father’s will. This chapter speaks of judgment in various connections. The Lord Jesus is spoken of as the Son, He is spoken of as the Son of God, and He is spoken of as the Son of man, and in verse 27 it says that the Father “has given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is Son of man”. What an interesting title that is, “Son of man”. As Son of man He was here, as Son of man He is now exalted. So the exercise of judgment is not placed in the hands of One who is unsympathetic to men. As Son of man He has been here and experienced all that men experience; He has been tempted, “in all things in like manner, sin apart”, Hebrews 4: 15. He has been here as a Man among men. Judgment is committed to One who fully knows man. Judgment is committed to the Son of man, but here is what is before Him when He exercises judgment. He says, “I cannot do anything of myself; as I hear, I judge”. Think of the Lord Jesus turning to the Father for every matter. His judgment being therefore entirely in accord with His! He says, “my judgment is righteous, because I do not seek my will, but the will of him that has sent me”. 

How wonderful to contemplate this and to feed our souls upon this blessed One, and in measure to learn from Him, because as we read in Deuteronomy 16, judgment is to be exercised among the people of God. Moses says in verse 18, “Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes, that they may judge the people with just judgment”. There is a requirement for this to happen. As we know, we do not make official judges and officers now; it is a question of the saints having the ability to judge matters according to divine principles when they are required to do so. No doubt, as we have often heard, the exercise of just judgment must start with ourselves. 

We must be rightly adjusted in our own spirits, our outlook and our attitudes if we are called upon in any sense to exercise judgment as to matters among the people of God. It says, “Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a bribe; for the bribe blindeth the eyes of the wise, and perverteth the words of the righteous”. These are very solemn statements, but it must be necessary for these things to be said because of what we are. We must be on guard as to the tendencies of our flesh when matters require judgment. 

You get this remarkable statement, “Perfect justice shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, and possess the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee”. What a standard that is! 

It seems to me interesting that this section comes in after what we get previously in this chapter about the three feasts. It says, “Three times in the year shall all thy males appear before Jehovah thy God in the place which he will choose, at the feast of unleavened bread, and at the feast of weeks, and at the feast of tabernacles; and they shall not appear before Jehovah empty—each shall give according to that which is in his power to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah, thy God which he hath given thee” (Deuteronomy 16: 16, 17). The instruction about these feasts is set out before you come to the matter of judgment. It is people who have feasted that are presented with the responsibility for judgment, for maintaining what is just among the people of God. 

In the passover, Christ is known as the One who has died that our sins might be forgiven, and that we might be delivered from this present evil world and secured for God. The feast of weeks, typically, points to the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus becomes endeared to our souls as the One through whom the Holy Spirit has been given to us. The feast of tabernacles suggests conditions of mutual enjoyment as the people of God are divinely set together in free and easy relations. The feast of tabernacles will have its fulfilment in the millennium when the people are set together under the blessed rule of Christ. But these things are to be anticipated now by believers in the grace of Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit; and such persons are presented with the responsibility to exercise perfect justice. What a standard that is—“Perfect justice”! This is what is required when things arise that require the exercise of judgment—“Perfect justice shalt thou follow”. May we know what it is to feast as suggested in this chapter so that we may be morally qualified to exercise just judgment and follow “Perfect justice”. May we be helped as we think of these things, for the Lord’s sake; 
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Scripture references

Isaiah 42:1-4 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. [4] He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

Acts 3:13-15 (JND) [13] The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom *ye* delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when *he* had judged that he should be let go. [14] But *ye* denied the holy and righteous one, and asked that a man [that was] a murderer should be granted to you; [15] but the originator of life ye slew, whom God raised from among [the] dead, whereof *we* are witnesses.

John 5:30 (JND) [30] I cannot do anything of myself; as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is righteous, because I do not seek my will, but the will of him that has sent me.

Deuteronomy 16:20 (JND) [20] Perfect justice shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, and possess the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee.

Romans 13:3 (JND) [3] For rulers are not a terror to a good work, but to an evil [one]. Dost thou desire then not to be afraid of the authority? practise [what is] good, and thou shalt have praise from it;

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Matthew 12:18-21 (JND) [18] Behold my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, in whom my soul has found its delight. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he shall shew forth judgment to the nations. [19] He shall not strive or cry out, nor shall any one hear his voice in the streets; [20] a bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, until he bring forth judgment unto victory; [21] and on his name shall [the] nations hope.

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …

Psalms 72:12-14 (JND) [12] For he will deliver the needy who crieth, and the afflicted, who hath no helper; [13] He will have compassion on the poor and needy, and will save the souls of the needy: [14] He will redeem their souls from oppression and violence, and precious shall their blood be in his sight.

Isaiah 11:3-4 (JND) [3] And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; [4] but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Isaiah 32:1 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

John 5:30 (JND) [30] I cannot do anything of myself; as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is righteous, because I do not seek my will, but the will of him that has sent me.

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

Deuteronomy 16 (JND) [1] Keep the month of Abib, and celebrate the passover to Jehovah thy God; for in the month of Abib Jehovah thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night. [2] And thou shalt sacrifice the passover to Jehovah thy God, of the flock and of the herd, in the place which Jehovah will choose to cause his name to dwell there. [3] Thou shalt eat no leavened bread along with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread with it, bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste, that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt, all the days of thy life. …

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 (JND) [16] Three times in the year shall all thy males appear before Jehovah thy God in the place which he will choose, at the feast of unleavened bread, and at the feast of weeks, and at the feast of tabernacles; and they shall not appear before Jehovah empty: [17] each [shall give] according to that which is in his power to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah thy God which he hath given thee.
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