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THE GLAD TIDINGS OF GOD

D. Robertson

Acts 4: 12; Hebrews 10: 14–17; 1 Corinthians 8: 5, 6 (to “the Father”)

The glad tidings involves the speaking of faith, and it also involves the speaking of God for, as the scripture says, it is “God’s glad tidings”, Romans 1: 1. These glad tidings have their source in God Himself, and that distinguishes them from all the other speakings in this world. 

The world is full of speaking, men speaking relative to one cause or another, but there is one speaking that stands out supremely and that is, “God’s glad tidings”. We cannot afford to neglect listening to what is coming from God Himself. One man, you remember, was conscious of having a word from God. He said, “I have a word from God unto thee”, Judges 3: 20. What a word it was, a word of judgment. Thank God we are not preaching judgment, we are preaching the glad tidings and it is unto you. It is “God’s glad tidings ... concerning his Son ... Jesus Christ our Lord”, Romans 1: 1–4. God has no other man to speak to you about. 

Of course He may have to speak to you about yourself. In God’s grace He might have to tell you that you are a sinner, but if He is telling you that He has a reason. His reason is that you might be brought to know salvation. That is what God has in His thoughts for sinners. Men have a very different thought about God than that; as the scripture says, they think God is harsh (Luke 19: 21). God is not like that. He tells us in the Scriptures, My thoughts towards you are thoughts of peace and not of evil (Jeremiah 29: 11). There is no evil thought in God’s heart towards any creature in this world. God’s thoughts are thoughts of peace. God’s desire is that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2: 4). How wonderful God is! He is the source of blessing, of grace, of love and of goodness. One could write— 

‘Great God of wonders! all Thy ways 

Are wondrous, matchless, and divine’. (Hymn 262) 

Those of us who have come to know Him as a Saviour God can say, Amen, to that. He has wrought wonders in the lives of persons in this very room. 

The greatest miracle that can happen today is the conversion of a sinner. Why is that? Because the sinner is dead in his sins. That is a moral state of death. Only God could meet that state. He is the great God of wonders. He is speaking to you the sinner about the Saviour, and He says, “And salvation is in none other”. There is only one Saviour and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. Men, even religious men in this country, are divided in their thoughts about that now. They are speaking about comparative or alternative religions and making way for influences from sources that do not regard the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour. That is not faith’s language. There is only one Saviour, and if you refuse Him there is no other. That is the language of faith. 

I say in simplicity on God’s behalf to you, there is only one Saviour, Jesus. I hope He is your Saviour. Thank God He is mine. He is so because God has operated in my heart through grace and drawn me to know Him. No one comes to Him who does not feel their need. Jesus is a willing Saviour, and a needy sinner will find a willing Saviour. It says, “him that comes to me I will not at all cast out”, John 6: 37. If you read the gospels you will find there were persons who came to Jesus at all times. We read of one man who came to Jesus by night. 

There was never anyone turned away, “him that comes to me I will not at all cast out”. It is simple language that the youngest can understand. I am appealing to every one here, and I would ask you if Jesus is your Saviour. Have you put your faith in Him? You say, Well where can I get faith? God is willing to give you faith. It is the gift of God. I cannot give you it, the person that loves you most in this world cannot give you it, but God can give you the gift of faith so that you might put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

How very simple the message is, “salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”. Think of that little word ‘must’ coming in there. God would compel you in divine grace that you must be saved. 

There is nothing you need more, if you are a sinner, than salvation; that is what the sinner needs, you must be saved. Thank God there is a Saviour for sinners, the Lord Jesus Christ. O, that all here might be amongst those who have put their trust in Him. 

There are two great features of the glad tidings. One is the Person of Christ and the other is the work of Christ. It says, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1: 21); that is the Person of Christ. The work of Christ is the other great feature of the glad tidings. That is what I want to speak about in Hebrews 10. It speaks about the one Offering, “For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified”. That opens up a wonderful truth, the grandeur of the work of Christ. The Saviour has accomplished the work of redemption. He has accomplished that great work that God might have a basis upon which He can bless the sinner. There would be no salvation, no blessing for  the sinner, apart from the Lord Jesus suffering on the cross. No other work could effect atonement, no other work could accomplish salvation for the sinner. Mr. Coates says so beautifully in his hymn— 

‘If sinners ever were to know 

The depths of love divine, 

All Calv’ry’s weakness and its woe, 

Blest Saviour, must be Thine’. (Hymn 431) 

Think of what it meant for the Lord Jesus, that this salvation might be so readily available to you. God could not pass sin by, He could not pass the sinner by. Divine justice had to be satisfied and the claims of God’s throne answered. 

What could meet it? The one offering of Jesus! We often quote the words, and we need to be very conscious of a sense of reverence as we quote them for they are the words of the Lord Jesus as He suffered on the cross at Calvary, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. O what words these are, the words of the Lord Jesus, the words of the Saviour, the words of the One who was accomplishing this one Offering, the only Offering that could satisfy God with respect to the question of sin and sins. There was no other one, no other person, no other offering that could meet the claims of a righteous God. What underlay it was that life of perfection, in which He qualified, one speaks reverently, to be the Sin Offering meet for God. If there had been one flaw in that life, one omission, He would have been disqualified, but it was a perfect Offering. He was holy, He was sinless, He was completely free from any charge of guilt of any kind, no offence could be laid against Jesus. 

He was not only perfect in the sight of men, although His perfection was witnessed to publicly, but He was perfect in the sight of God; it was that blessed Person, that holy, spotless One who made that one Offering on the cross at Calvary. O what a Saviour He is! 

It says, “For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified”. Scripture speaks of “the sanctified”, that is, those who have been cleansed and have been secured for the glory of God, through the efficacy of this great work of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ had to go this way if blessing was to be ours. This blessed Person could call worlds into being, that is who Christ really is, and yet He stooped to take the sinner’s place. 

‘Came to the world His hands had made, 

And stooped to take the sinner’s place’. (Hymn 407) 

Think of such a Person, the One who is over all God blessed for ever, and yet coming into manhood to die, to suffer in your stead and mine, to accomplish this one Offering that a perfect salvation might be offered to us. Some people preach that you can be saved today and lost tomorrow. It is a denial of the glory of the work of Christ. God has accepted that work in all its perfection, and what God offers on the basis of this one Offering is eternal salvation. It is a wonderful thing to have faith in Christ and in His finished work. The work never needs to be repeated, it stands in its perfection. The only  basis for settled peace of soul is the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, “For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified”. 

Then it says, “the Holy. Spirit also bears us witness of it”. The Lord Jesus accomplished the work, He died, He shed His precious blood, He went into the grave and destroyed the power of death. He rose from it, a victorious Saviour, and He has set Himself down at the right hand of the greatness on high. The Holy Spirit has come down and He is bearing witness to this completed work. Think of a divine Person active in convicting men of the glory of this work that stands in its value for time and for eternity. That is the work that our salvation depends upon, it is eternal. It is like the Saviour Himself. Friend, this is solid ground, not sinking sand. 

This is not something like the miry clay that the psalmist speaks of when he says, “And he brought me up ... out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock”, Psalm 40: 2. Those of us who know Christ are standing on that rock, and the Holy Spirit, a divine Person, is here to testify of it. It is so important. You might have said, Could God not have sent an angel as He did in the Old Testament? It was too important for that. It requires the presence of a divine Person to bear witness of it. The Holy Spirit has borne faithful witness throughout the whole dispensation and will continue to do so until the dispensation ends. What a testimony the witness of the Holy Spirit is. 

It speaks of the new covenant here, that is another blessed thing. Another family will come into the light of it in another day, but you and I can come into the spirit of the new covenant now. What does it mean? It means that whereas before, in the old dispensation, God righteously required from man what man could never give, in this time God has come out in His love in the supply of grace towards him. That is the spirit of the new covenant. It is the outflowing of the heart of God that has been made known in the Person and in the death of Jesus. The Holy Spirit would bear witness to it that we might be drawn into the joy of it, and that our hearts might be full of the love of God, as the word says, “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”, Romans 5: 5. Think of what can happen in a heart that was once full of malice and bitterness towards God, as for example in a man like Saul of Tarsus, or in any one of us, for all our hearts naturally are dark and estranged from God. Think of conversion taking place by the power of God’s grace coming into our lives and changing us, so that instead of our hearts being filled with these bitter feelings towards God they become full of the love of God. 

So that is why I read in 1 Corinthians. It says, “to us there is one God, the Father”. That is a very important word, “to us”, referring to believers. I trust we all belong to that “us”. There was teaching that affirmed that God is the Father of every man. That is not the truth. God is the Creator of every man but He is the Father of those who receive Christ. It is the privilege of each one who believes on His name. Not only are his sins forgiven, not only does he receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, but he has God as his Father. Dear young believer, you have God as your Father. How well off you are. What blessings God has bestowed upon you. 

God has operated in our lives through divine grace, giving us a knowledge of the Saviour, filling our hearts with the assurance of the glory and the stability of that glorious atoning work, giving us the Spirit to indwell our hearts and filling our hearts with the knowledge that He Himself is our Father. You can pray to God as your own Father. What a privilege! 

Paul in the fulness of his soul could say, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Ephesians 1: 3. You might have thought it would have been enough to say, ‘With many spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ’, but scripture does not say that, it says, “with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies”, meaning that God has not withheld any blessing He has in mind. From the beginning Satan sowed the seed of doubt in man’s mind when he said, Hath God said? (Genesis 3: 1). In other words, he said, God has kept something back from you. God has come out in Christ, His own Son, and He has proved that He has held nothing back in the way of blessing for men. He has brought us into every blessing, “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”; not just material blessings, but spiritual blessings. You say, What does that mean? I will tell you what these spiritual blessings are, they are blessings that not even death can rob you of, that is spiritual blessings. Some of us here are getting older. We may be called to die. Even young persons may have to die. But one thing, spiritual blessings will not be affected by the power of death. They are eternal blessings. They are “in the heavenlies in Christ”. He is there in heaven and the blessings are all centred in that blessed Man. What a Person He is! What a God we are speaking of, “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

O that we might all be enriched in the knowledge of God as Father; as we are enriched in it we will become more responsive. The finished work of Christ has many aspects. In John’s gospel He says, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”. There was no other who could do it. I think the finished work in John’s gospel includes that the Lord would leave a circle of men here on earth who had the capacity to respond to God. It had in mind that men should not merely have relief from their sins and from the pressure of death, but also that they would have power by the Spirit to respond to the blessed Source of all good. What a thing it is to know God as our Father and to be able to respond to Him in the language of scripture, and in the language that the Holy Spirit would help us to employ. Think of the believer crying, “Abba, Father” (Romans 8: 15), a term of wonderful intimacy. 

There is only one Saviour, there is only one work, and thank God too there is one Spirit given to the believer to indwell his heart, to fill him with a sense of peace and joy. The word says, 

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing”, Romans 15: 13. That would be the result of the Spirit indwelling the heart. Then not only that, but we can say with others, “to us there is one God the Father”. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Edinburgh (Loanhead)
19 June 1994 

 


Scripture references

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Hebrews 10:14-17 (JND) [14] For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified. [15] And the Holy Spirit also bears us witness [of it]; for after what was said: [16] This [is] the covenant which I will establish towards them after those days, saith [the] Lord: Giving my laws into their hearts, I will write them also in their understandings; [17] and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.

1 Corinthians 8:5-6 (JND) [5] For and if indeed there are [those] called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, (as there are gods many, and lords many,) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Judges 3:20 (JND) [20] And Ehud came to him; now he was sitting in the cool upper-chamber, which was for him alone. And Ehud said, I have a word from God unto thee. And he arose from the seat.

Romans 1:1-4 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

Luke 19:21 (JND) [21] For I feared thee because thou art a harsh man: thou takest up what thou hast not laid down, and thou reapest what thou hast not sowed.

Jeremiah 29:11 (JND) [11] For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith Jehovah, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you in your latter end a hope.

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

John 6:37 (JND) [37] All that the Father gives me shall come to me, and him that comes to me I will not at all cast out.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Psalms 40:2 (JND) [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings:

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Genesis 3:1 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Romans 8:15 (JND) [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Romans 15:13 (JND) [13] Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that ye should abound in hope by [the] power of [the] Holy Spirit.



CHRIST AS LEADER. PRIEST AND FORERUNNER

P. L. Johnson 

Hebrews 1: 1–8; 2: 11–13; 4: 14–16; 6: 17–20 

We have had before us God’s thought concerning man and it is centred in Christ. I was thinking of the greatness of this One who is the subject and object of all of God’s purposes and counsels, the One who is not only chief in the Father’s heart, but as we have in the hymn (No. 152), chief in our hearts too. He is the One who has become everything to us. I read these verses in the first chapter of Hebrews, not to go into all the detail, but to bring before us the greatness of the Person of Christ. In chapter 7 the writer says in regard to Melchisedec, “consider how great this personage was” (Hebrews 7: 4). He is a type of Christ, this great Person. I am thinking of the greatness of this One as our Leader. We have considered Him as the Leader, “bringing many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2: 10); and He is the Leader now in the sanctuary. Then we have the greatness of this Person as our Priest, the Priest for us in the wilderness; and then as our Forerunner, the One who has entered into the glory as our Forerunner. It all hinges on the greatness of His Person and the greatness of Himself as Speaker. God had spoken in various ways in days past but has now spoken in Son. The greatness of the Speaker here is God Himself speaking in this way, in Son. 

Then we have the greatness of His work, “having made by himself the purification of sins, set himself down”. What a statement that is regarding this One who could “set himself down”. 

Certainly that would speak of One who had a right and title to do so. Here He is not invited to sit down. Elsewhere it says, “Sit at my right hand” (Hebrews 1: 13), but here the emphasis is on the greatness of His Person. He is great enough to “set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high”. The expressions ‘great’, ‘greatness’, or ‘great things’, are frequently found in Hebrews. I thought that we need to have our thoughts and our spirits elevated. We are so conscious of weakness, and we should be. We would ever carry with us the sense of weakness, as we had recently, that Jacob carried with him the sense of his weakness. But at the same time we should be impressed with the greatness of divine things and divine Persons, and the greatness of what is available to us. The writer, in the beginning of this epistle, seeks to impress upon these Hebrew believers the greatness of what they have been brought into. It all is in connection with the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that the greatness of His Person is established first. We have the greatness of Christ Himself, the work that He has accomplished, the place He has taken in sonship, the place He has in deity, “Thy throne, O God”. Think of a statement like that being made to this One who took up the position of sonship, “Thou art my Son—this day have I begotten thee”. This would give Him His link with us in manhood as coming into flesh and blood condition where we were, but apart from sin. This One was none other than God Himself, the Creator and the Sustainer of the universe. It could be said to none other than He, “Thy throne, O God”. 

 We have had much before us in regard to the manhood of the Lord Jesus, but we ever want to keep before us the glory of His Person, that He is God, the Creator and the Sustainer of the universe. He is the One by whom the worlds were made. Think of His coming into this scene to accomplish the great work of atonement! Who else but One such as He could do that? No mortal man could ever have accomplished what the Lord Jesus did. The epistle to the Hebrews shows that all things which went before Him were shadows. Only this One could make purification for sins; so complete is the work and so final that He sits down. Of old, in the service of God there was no seat available for the priest to sit down in the holy place, but here is One who takes His seat as having finished everything, bringing all to finality. Thus He takes this place at the right hand of the greatness on high. 

But I was thinking of three ways in which this great Personage is on our behalf; that is as Leader, High Priest and Forerunner. We touched on this in our reading this morning in Hebrews 2, that He is “the leader of their salvation” in bringing many sons to glory (Hebrews 2: 10). A leader needs to be qualified. I think it implies that as Leader He is One who has been in the path Himself, and so He is well qualified to lead us all along the way. I think that is the thought of “the leader of their salvation”. Salvation, in this verse, is looking onward to our final place in the glory. It is what we are being brought to; the many sons being brought to glory. This One, who is our Leader, is well qualified; He has been here. We see later on in Hebrews, that He is well qualified to be our Priest, to succour us here in the path, but He is also qualified as our Leader in the path. He has been all the way and He is now in the glory; but He was in the path that led to that glory so He knows how to lead us all along the way. You might say, He is familiar with the pathway. What a great Leader He is! He will bring us, the many sons, to glory. 

Meanwhile He takes the place in the midst of His own as Leader, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”. I was thinking that this is the way in which we can know His leadership at the present time. We are privileged, I would say, every Lord’s day to experience the Lord coming in as the Leader of our praises. He is not ashamed to call us brethren. So even while we are here in these bodies of weakness and humiliation, and as pilgrims and strangers as far as our place in this world is concerned, we have this great privilege of being with Him as His brethren, and He Himself as the Leader of our praises, the Leader in the sanctuary. It is a great privilege at the present time which we should ever appreciate more and more. I am sure that many can testify to the fact that they appreciate more and more the great privilege we have in the service of God. Not only giving the Lord Jesus His rightful place in worship, but joining with Him as being the Leader in the sanctuary as it is said, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”. He is with His brethren, those who are associated with Him now, those who are with Him in the place of sonship, those who are being led on to the glory by their Leader. What a wonderful Leader we have in this beloved One! 

I was thinking of the way in which we have in Hebrews 4 Jesus as our great High Priest. You notice how often in Hebrews He is spoken of as Jesus. That name would bring before us the One who was here in  lowliness and meekness, One who was here in love and sympathy for man, and here in devotedness, obedience and subjection to God. It brings before us that perfect Man, Jesus, “Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens”. Think of a Man passing through the heavens! Elsewhere it says He is become higher than the heavens (Hebrews 7: 26), but He has passed through the heavens. This One who was here, having come into this scene, passed through it, and now He has passed through the heavens. It seems to me that all of this would indicate, or would impress upon us, how perfectly qualified He is to be our great High Priest and to help us as we pass through this wilderness. Although we have the privilege in the sanctuary, in the service of God, to know His leading and to join with Him in the midst of the assembly, we are still here in wilderness conditions. We are here in this world which is the place of Satan’s power and domain. He is the god of this world. We are still in bodies of weakness and humiliation. This world is the place of testings, trials and sorrow, and all of these features are experienced by those of the assembly. How great that it says, “Having therefore a great high priest”, again emphasising the greatness of this One. He is so great that He could pass right through the heavens into the glory of God. Thus we are encouraged to “hold fast the confession. For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities”. 

I trust we all know that the term ‘infirmities’ does not refer to sinful things. If it is a matter of sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, not a priest. It is a wonderful thing that we have the Lord Jesus as our Advocate because we must own that while we have been redeemed, cleansed, justified, all wonderful results of the work of Christ, we may still fail and sin. But we have an Advocate with the Father, “Jesus Christ the righteous”, 1 John 2: 1. We need to avail ourselves of this service, knowing that He is there, so as to maintain us in our relationship with the Father, even though we might sin. I do not wish to appear to be making light of sin. In a sense we hesitate to say, ‘if we sin’, because it is God’s mind that we should not sin, but the relationship that we have with God as our Father remains. He is our Advocate with the Father, so that the relationship is not broken. I say this for the help of some younger ones to whom Satan comes and puts doubts into their minds and hearts. They are true believers on the Lord Jesus; they love Christ; they know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, but they find that there is still sinful flesh within. Even though we are not in the flesh, the flesh is still in us, so that if the flesh acts it is sin. But the relationship remains as our Advocate is with the Father, so that “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”, 1 John 1: 9. This is not cleansing by blood, which is once for all, but cleansing as to our conscience, so that everything is removed that would hinder communion with the Father. 

But priesthood is in view of wilderness conditions in the world that has departed from God and is under Satan’s power, and would extend to the infirmities of our mortal bodies. We know how that the Lord entered in sympathetically to those who suffered in a bodily way. He wept at the tomb of Lazarus. So that these things would touch our hearts, seeing He is able to, and does, sympathise with our infirmities. We read that He was “tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”. The Lord knows what it is to be here in this world. He knows the power of Satan as it was arrayed against Him. He knows all that goes on in this world. He has been  through it and He is able to sympathise. So we are to “approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace”. Here it is” the throne of grace”, and we read that “he gives more grace”, James 4: 6. We have the expression “grace upon grace” (John 1: 16), and here it is “that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”. Whatever our circumstances as we pass through this scene, we can count upon the sympathy of our great High Priest. 

It is marvellous to look at the world about us and to realise that the Lord. Jesus was in this very world. Someone might say that it was not the modern world that we have today; but it was the world of man, a world of sin and sorrow, a world of opposition and animosity to God. The same moral features of today were there. You do not have to have all the modern inventions to have a world of evil. The Lord has been here; He knows what it is to be here in this world and to move through this scene in the circumstances of life. Thus He is sympathetic and we can come to Him for mercy. I think here, when the scripture speaks about receiving mercy, it has to do with our circumstances. The Lord wants us to come to Him, to bring our circumstances to Him, and speak to Him about them, whatever they are. That is the way I take this, approaching “with boldness to the throne of grace, that we might receive mercy”. He is sympathetic as He has entered into it all Himself, having passed through this scene. He is a great High Priest. Think of that word ‘great’. How qualified He is! Someone may speak about certain things, and you may think. Well now, has he ever been in those circumstances? You think he is not really qualified to say too much about the matter because he has never been in such circumstances. But here is One who has been in this world. He has met and defeated the enemy, He has gone through this scene in perfection. He is qualified, He is a great High Priest. Think of the greatness of this One. He does indeed sympathise with our infirmities. We are still here in this world and we have infirmities, but He is able to sympathise as we bring all our circumstances to Him. 

I have thought too in regard to the Lord as our Forerunner. He is One who sustains us in the wilderness as our great High Priest, but as Forerunner He is in connection with God’s purpose. It says, “God, willing to shew more abundantly ... the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath, that by two unchangeable things”. God’s word, how sure it is! We know that all of God’s thoughts and purposes are going to be carried out. Job said, 

“Thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine” (Job 42: 2). What a wonderful expression! He cannot be hindered in all that He is going to accomplish. As God He is able, and He has given His word. Then it says, “in which it was impossible that God should lie”. He has given us His word in regard to the great thought He has for us to be in the glory. It is only a little while that we are here. We are just passing through this scene, it is the glory that is before us; that is God’s great thought for us. And so it reads, “where Jesus is entered as forerunner”. We read elsewhere that He ever lives to make intercession (Hebrews 7: 25). He has entered heaven in various ways; He has entered heaven as having accomplished the work that God gave Him to do; He has gone up on high to be our Priest, to sustain us; but here He has entered into the glory as our Forerunner. 

In our Forerunner we have the assurance that the path we are on is the path that leads to the glory. It is the path that leads to that place where He has entered. The Forerunner, I take it, would be the One who marks out the path; He is the One who has run the path before us. We see in our Forerunner where the path ends. I would say to the younger ones, as to the path which you have taken up in faith in the Lord Jesus, and with those that love the Lord Jesus, that you go on in it. That pathway is the pathway that goes on to the glory above. Our Forerunner has entered there. He is there as our Forerunner, so that we know the end of the pathway. It is not something that we follow in a blind sort of way, but we have One who has gone all the way and He is in the glory as our Forerunner, even Jesus. Again we have that name, “where Jesus is entered”. It is not His official glories as Lord, and as the Christ, but Jesus. How touching this is! How this makes us feel the nearness of this One who is there in the glory as our Forerunner! 

This would lift up our hearts. There is so much to bring our spirits down in these days. We feel our weakness, we feel our fewness, we feel the scattering. We have our part in the things that are common to all saints, and even what is common to man in this world. We need to have our thoughts and our minds and our hearts elevated to look up into the glory where our Forerunner has entered, and know that the glory belongs to us, and that He is coming again, as He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”, John 14: 3. 

Now this One is great enough to do all of this. We can depend on Him, this One who is God Himself, who has come into manhood. He is capable and qualified to do everything that He undertakes. He undertakes to be our Leader; He undertakes to be our great High Priest; He is our Forerunner. He will not fail us in any way. He will carry everything through, and we can count upon this and we can be encouraged. May our hearts be drawn out afresh to Him, and be comforted too, as well as cheered in these days. May we be helped in entering into the great thoughts of God for man, and the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. May God bless His word. 

Address at Barnet
15 October 1994 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 1:1-8 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, [4] taking a place by so much better than the angels, as he inherits a name more excellent than they. [5] For to which of the angels said he ever, *Thou* art my Son: this day have *I* begotten thee? and again, *I* will be to him for father, and *he* shall be to me for son? [6] and again, when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God's angels worship him. [7] And as to the angels he says, Who makes his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire; [8] but as to the Son, Thy throne, O God, [is] to the age of the age, and a sceptre of uprightness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.

Hebrews 2:11-13 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises. [13] And again, I will trust in him. And again, Behold, I and the children which God has given me.

Hebrews 4:14-16 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 6:17-20 (JND) [17] Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath, [18] that by two unchangeable things, in which [it was] impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us, [19] which we have as anchor of the soul, both secure and firm, and entering into that within the veil, [20] where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec.

Hebrews 7:4 (JND) [4] Now consider how great this [personage] was, to whom [even] the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth out of the spoils.

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 1:13 (JND) [13] But as to which of the angels said he ever, Sit at my right hand until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet?

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;

1 John 1:9 (JND) [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us [our] sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

James 4:6 (JND) [6] But he gives more grace. Wherefore he says, God sets himself against [the] proud, but gives grace to [the] lowly.

John 1:16 (JND) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace.

Job 42:2 (JND) [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine.

Hebrews 7:25 (JND) [25] Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.



FOLLOWING THE LORD

J. R. Surtees 

John 21: 19–22; Luke 22: 7–13; Numbers 14: 24 

It is in mind to say a brief, simple word, as to following the Lord. It is an individual thing and nobody here is outside of the exhortation the Lord makes which is recorded for us as we read 

“Follow thou me”. It has been often noted, that of all the words recorded of the Lord Jesus, these would appear to be recorded last of all, as though there is something specially applying to us each one. We all feel the need, I am sure, of being able to say clearly whether or not we have followed the Lord. History would show that what the scripture says is true, “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, Isaiah 53: 6. So it is not just that we slipped into something by mistake so to speak, “we have turned every one to his own way”. 

These are solemn things because it means that we have exercised our own will. Nobody here, I believe, would take the ground that I have never exercised my own will. Mr. Darby has a lot to encourage us about, and one of the things which I like to refer to is that he says that deliverance is not thinking little of ourselves, it is not thinking of ourselves at all. Well that is the pathway of liberty, where there is no will of my own. The Lord Jesus did not exercise His own will here. He said, “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. 

Peter here needed a little more adjustment. All this, I think, is part of what is spoken of in the beginning of the chapter that He manifested Himself to them. The Lord Jesus did that, and in doing so He brought Peter in a special way into touch with Himself. So it comes about that the Lord says to Peter finally, “Follow thou me”. Where is the Lord going? Well, of course, He was going to the Father; He was about to ascend; He was about to be at the right hand of God, to be glorified and highly exalted of the Father. What a sphere of contemplation that is to think of the Lord Jesus along with the Father, now there in manhood, having accomplished redemption, having filled out the Father’s will and displayed divine love, having, as one of the hymns puts it. 

‘Great the glory Thou art given, 

And the glory Thou hast won’. (Hymn 181) 

What contemplations these are to think of the Lord Jesus along with the Father. 

He was going out of the world, and that is where we follow the Lord Jesus. We are not part of this world, it is not our world. It is not for us to build up the world, or indeed to be built up by it. The sentence upon this world is passed. God has proclaimed that it is worthy of nothing else but judgment, and judgment it will verily receive. Who can measure what the sufferings of men will be! God is righteous and will be righteous in meting out judgment to the world, because, as activated by Satan, it is that which put the Lord Jesus upon the cross, and it is that which has defiled the saints. We cannot be too clear about God’s judgment of the world; behind all the glamour and the excitement there is independence of God and hatred of Christ; that is the world. 

So that Peter sees the disciple that Jesus loved following, and that leads to the Lord Jesus saying personally to Peter, almost as if there might be a special word of exhortation in it applying to each of us, “Follow thou me”. Much as I may love others, and much as I may love my brethren and exhort them to fulfil this word, the best way, and the only way really, is to be an example of it. There was a time when His face was set steadfastly to go to Jerusalem. 

But then His word to them was about their names being written in the heavens (Luke 10: 20). 

Our portion is heavenly. Do I encourage my brethren in that? Am I able to strengthen them and to pray for them in view of their entering into their heavenly portion for the heart of Christ because He is so worthy of it? Christendom, in which, of course, we all have a part, is  not so much concerned about the heart of Christ, as it is concerned about the place of Christians in the world. Well that is not the full thought, the full thought is what is for the heart of Christ and for the pleasure of God. That is what really matters, that is what following the Lord Jesus will lead us to, to consider for what is for God. 

I believe it would be right to say, that no one here, who can understand the words, is too young to understand the idea of following the Lord. It is very individual. You cannot have your eyes on somebody else who is following. Peter did that, he said, Well, what about this man? He looked sideways, so to speak, he was concerned about somebody else. The Lord is able to look after them. In this context, it is clearly and simply between my soul and Christ. It is for me to follow Him. Never mind about somebody else for the moment; you follow the Lord Jesus. 

Now that may not always be as simple as it might appear. Following the Lord Jesus will never lead us into conflict with the saints who love the truth, it never will. This man who is spoken of in Luke’s gospel, had an earthen pitcher of water, and the Lord said they were to follow him. He did not lead to himself; he did not attract to himself. It does not say that he said anything to them; it does not give his name; he just appears for this purpose and immediately goes off the scene. The Lord may use somebody like that. He would be concerned for what is for Christ here in a practical way; how it may be maintained; how there may be a place furnished and ready for the heart of Christ that He may partake of the passover with His disciples. So the Lord says, “Behold, as ye enter into the city a man will meet you, carrying an earthen pitcher of water”. It was as though he was looking out for them. He had in his heart, I think, what was in Christ’s heart. He would have known, it would appear, that the disciples were to be directed where they were to prepare the place for the Lord Jesus to be with them. As we know from the teaching, it would speak of the formation of the Spirit. Paul says, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels”, 2 Corinthians 4: 7. What formation there was in the heart of Paul and others with him, such as Timotheus and Silas! 

Well, this man was carrying an earthen pitcher of water. Typically, he had appropriated the power of the Spirit. The Spirit would lead us to Christ; He would give us in our hearts an understanding of what is suitable 

for the heart of Christ. He would give us a desire, and an understanding, for a place to be prepared here to which the Lord Jesus would be happy to come, and find His own place of rest. So there was this man, and they were told to “follow him into the house where he goes in”. He was giving a lead as to what was suitable to the heart of Christ. As I say, he was not leading to himself. There is no suggestion, as far as I can see from this scripture, that they were doing anything other than the word of the Lord in following the man with the pitcher of water. So the word is, “The Teacher says to thee, Where is the guest-chamber where I may eat the passover with my disciples? And he will shew you a large upper room furnished”. It is something above the level of what is here, the upper room would suggest that. It was not the mere profession of Jerusalem, it was not something ordinary, it was not something that could  be found amongst the arrangements of men, it is something above that—“a large upper room furnished”. I wonder if our localities are like that. 

I often think of how we assemble. It says in the Acts of the Lord assembling with them (see Acts 1: 4). As we come to our gatherings do we have the sense of the Lord being there, delighting to be there, happy to be there? It says, “there make ready. And having gone they found it as he had said to them; and they prepared the passover”. Our localities are what they are as the saints enter into the preparation of things. If I go along casually, expecting that others will bring what is needed to be brought, and say what is needed to be said, and pray when the time comes to pray, and so on, if I go to the meeting like that, it is hardly on the line of preparing. Here, they were to prepare, they found the room furnished, someone had gone before, and it was suitable. There would be conditions of rest and, I suppose, it would be in accordance with the dignity of the man in Jerusalem who had the pitcher of water. He would have to walk in a dignified way, would he not? I mean, just practically speaking, when carrying a pitcher of water, if it was to be preserved, he could not rush about or change his mind as to in which direction he was going, or anything like that; he would have to proceed in a dignified manner, and that is how the saints assemble. So, by the Lord’s direction, they were to follow this man to the house. Then he goes out of sight, another thing which we all need to take on. We need to be helped to know how to go out of sight. How easy it is to give undue prominence to somebody in a place at a certain time, perhaps someone with a gift or something like that; but this man was allowed to go out of sight. He serves in that way to provide for the gathering of the saints for the Lord’s heart and then he disappears; he becomes, I suppose, one of the company. 

Now I refer to Caleb. Of course there are many others that could be referred to, but Caleb followed Jehovah in the most difficult of circumstances. Earlier, when there was criticism, it says that the people said that they should be stoned with stones (Numbers 14: 10). Joshua and Caleb brought back a true report of the land and they encouraged the people in relation to it; they were not marked by looking sideways. So the word of Jehovah as to him is, “But my servant Caleb, because he hath another spirit in him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he came; and his seed shall possess it”. What a promise that was! Because he had followed Jehovah fully. I suppose that would mean that he had followed the cloud and went after the ark. You remember that the cloud comes in earlier in this book; they were to keep their eyes on the cloud, then they were all positioned around the tabernacle too, and they moved forward according to the order that God had directed. There were three tribes to the north, three to the south, three to the east and three to the west. When they actually moved Levi was amongst all of them. It shows that they could move in a way that enabled love to be practical and operative. They would have to have their eyes upon the cloud, and when the ark went ahead the people of Israel followed. 

Now Caleb, it says, “hath followed me fully”. I suppose that means that his heart was in it. He was not just keeping in step because he would have some explaining to do if he did not; how poor that would be. But this is the divine comment because he had done that, and there  was another spirit in him; he was not marked by the spirit of murmuring or discontent that belonged to the generality of the people. God said that he will enter into the land and his seed will possess it. Now that would be a link with what we were speaking of as to the generations. I feel this, dear brethren, however little time there may be available to us we do not know, but are we able to prepare things such that our seed, those whom God has given us in our localities, are able to possess it? Is my example such that persons will be able to enter in to what has been in my heart before the Lord, and what has been in my walk according to the Lord, so that they can enter into the land and possess it, and possess it fully? The children of Israel had to do two things, did they not? They had to enter into the land, that was one thing; and they had to take possession of it, that is a different thing, that involves exercise. It involved a lot of conflict, it involved a lot of overcoming. 

The seed of Caleb possessed it, there were the upper springs and the lower springs that they possessed. Caleb gave it to them, and there was the field too, what they found amongst their brethren. So I think the Lord Jesus would help us, and the Spirit of God in a special way would help us, to follow the Lord in our hearts as well as in our walk. May it be so, in His precious name. 

Address at Aberdeen. Scotland
3 June 1995 

 


Scripture references

John 21:19-22 (JND) [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me. [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up? [21] Peter, seeing him, says to Jesus, Lord, and what [of] this [man]? [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

Luke 22:7-13 (JND) [7] And the day of unleavened bread came, in which the passover was to be killed. [8] And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare the passover for us, that we may eat [it]. [9] But they said to him, Where wilt thou that we prepare [it]? [10] And he said to them, Behold, as ye enter into the city a man will meet you, carrying an earthen pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he goes in; [11] and ye shall say to the master of the house, The Teacher says to thee, Where is the guest-chamber where I may eat the passover with my disciples? [12] And *he* will shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. [13] And having gone they found it as he had said to them; and they prepared the passover.

Numbers 14:24 (JND) [24] But my servant Caleb, because he hath another spirit in him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he came; and his seed shall possess it.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Luke 10:20 (JND) [20] Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens.

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

Acts 1:4 (JND) [4] and, being assembled with [them], commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which [said he] ye have heard of me.

Numbers 14:10 (JND) [10] And the whole assembly said that they should be stoned with stones. And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meeting to all the children of Israel.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …



EXTRACT

However it might be, he was ready, and that because of the value of the gospel—a point which leads him to state both the value and the character of this gospel. For, he says, he was not ashamed of it. It was the power of God to salvation. Observe here the way in which the apostle presents everything as coming from God. It is the gospel of God, the power of God to salvation, the righteousness of God, and even the wrath of God, and that from heaven—a different thing from earthly chastisement. This is the key to everything. The apostle lays stress upon it, putting it forward from the commencement of the epistle; for man ever inclines to have confidence in himself, to boast of himself, to seek for some merit—some righteousness, in himself, to Judaise, to be occupied with himself, as though he could do something. It was the apostle’s joy to put his God forward. 

Thus, in the gospel, God intervened, accomplishing a salvation which was entirely His own work—a salvation of which He was the source and power, and which He Himself had wrought. Man came into it by faith—it was the believer who shared it; but to have part in it by faith was exactly the way to share it without adding anything whatsoever to it, and to leave it wholly the salvation of God. God be praised that it is so, whether for righteousness or for power, or for the whole result; for thus it is perfect, divine. God has come in, in His mighty power and in His love, to deliver the wretched, according to His own might. The gospel is the expression of this—one believes it and one shares it. 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis Vol. 4, p.89) 
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