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WORDS OF WISDOM HEARD IN QUIETNESS


Ecclesiastes 9:17;  Luke 21:37,38;  1 Peter 3:4

I had an impression, as this verse in Ecclesiastes came before me recently, about how we might hear words of wisdom.  We have been praying about the situation in the world around us.  How much upheaval there is in man’s world, even in the so-called civilisation of the western nations.  How many voices there are, voices supposedly of intelligent men and women.  A brother said recently and helpfully that the fool in Scripture is one who leaves God out.  I found that very helpful, and I wondered if that applies to what is all around us.  How many voices we hear around us of educated and intelligent persons, and yet they leave God out.

However, I did not want to concentrate on that, but more on the first part of the verse, “The words of the wise are heard in quiet”.  We see so much throughout Scripture that words of wisdom were often uttered by men and women of old who heard in quietness from God Himself.  How many walked with Him, how many were given a word in quietness, how many listened in quietness and heard His words of wisdom.  Abraham is an example.  Then there was Rahab who listened to the spies in the quietness of her house.  What a blessing it is to take just a moment in the day – and I feel the need of it for myself – to contemplate in quietness something of the Scriptures, which are the words of God Himself, or of ministry, reflecting on the words of those who knew and know more than me of the things of God.  How often that is needed before we act.  Our brother prayed as to dependence on God for everything.  He is always ready to impart words of wisdom.  God would gladly speak to us, but I know that I need to make room in quietness to listen.  We will not hear these words in the world around us; indeed there is no such thing to be heard there.  

We have been reading in Colossians about the dangers of philosophy and vain deceit (Col.2:8), which marked those who thought they were something.  In contrast, we see in the verses in Luke the supreme example of wisdom, as we always do, in the Lord Himself.  I was touched as thinking of this scripture: “by day he was teaching”.  He had words of wisdom Himself – what wisdom there was in the Lord Jesus – and yet it also says, “by night, going out, he remained abroad on the mountain called the mount of Olives”.  How often we read of Him doing that.  In John 8, when all went to their own homes, it says that Jesus went to the mount of Olives (v.1), a place where He spent much time in prayer, in communion as a Man with His Father, in the perfect dependence of His walk.  We read of Him prophetically saying, “he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isa.50:4.  He took time aside.  Why did He need to?  He knew everything from the beginning to the end, but we see in the Lord Jesus Himself an example of dependence in prayer, and no doubt in quiet contemplation of all that was before Him as a Man.  I thought that we might contemplate His example.  How many men there were in the past who contemplated.  I suppose it is what sustained David as he walked through the valley of the shadow of death that he speaks of in the psalm (Ps.23:4).  He was not sustained by his own power or by his own strength, but by contemplation and spending time with God.  No doubt that is where David learned, and where he gained his qualifications to be king.

I read in Peter because I thought that the words of wisdom that we may gain from spending time with divine Persons, and no doubt in occasions such as this, should lead in some measure to each of us growing in relation to this “meek and quiet spirit”.  As we read the Scriptures together, and as we listen to the preaching of the glad tidings, words of wisdom come into such occasions.  We will not get this meek and quiet spirit by being engaged in the things of the world around us.  We know we have to attend to certain things to fulfil righteousness, but we do not find a meek and quiet spirit in the world.  It is a characteristic that is despised, it is not thought much of at all; in fact the world confuses meekness with weakness.  It was helpfully brought out in our reading the other day as to the Lord Jesus Himself being meek in relation to things here, although not giving way in relation to the things of God – and yet there was always a quiet spirit with Him.  We do not read of the Lord being flustered or anxious.  He felt sorrow, we know, and he was deeply depressed in one scripture (Matt.26:37), and yet dependence was seen in perfection in Him as a Man.  What a blessing it is to be more like Him in these things!  

God finds this feature of a meek and quiet spirit in His saints of great value, because it is like Christ.  It may be that, for the most of us, it is something that we learn over a lifetime, but nevertheless as hearing and listening day by day to divine speaking and teaching, and through the encouragement of engagement with divine things, we would grow in it.  How long Moses spent in learning this.  I suppose he was not a meek man when he slew the Egyptian (Exod.2:12), but then he spent forty years looking after the sheep in a quiet and hidden manner.  That was what made him fit to lead the people of God, and be described as “very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth”, Num.12:3.  Such a man would not be regarded in Egypt as fit to lead a nation like Israel, and yet God picked him out.

May we all be helped and encouraged to value what God values, and to spend more time in listening to the Lord Jesus, taking time to read the words of God Himself as indited by the Spirit, enjoying our occasions together too where by the grace of God so much comes out for our blessing.  May we be encouraged together for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Strood

10 December 2018

R.A. Smith

 


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 9:17 (JND) [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.

Luke 21:37-38 (JND) [37] And by day he was teaching in the temple, and by night, going out, he remained abroad on the mountain called [the mount] of Olives; [38] and all the people came early in the morning to him in the temple to hear him.

1 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

Colossians 2:8 (JND) [8] See that there be no one who shall lead *you* away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Psalms 23:4 (JND) [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Matthew 26:37 (JND) [37] And taking with [him] Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and deeply depressed.

Exodus 2:12 (JND) [12] And he turned this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

Numbers 12:3 (JND) [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth.



THE MORAL PERFECTION OF CHRIST


Psalm 22:1-3;  Matthew 26:36-42;

Song of Songs 5:10-16

Our recent local readings in Leviticus have drawn our attention to the perfection of Christ, and I have been thinking about that – His moral perfection.  We sang at the beginning of our meeting:-

‘There from His head, His hands, His feet,

   Sorrow and love flowed mingled down;

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet …’                                    (Hymn 272).

As we sang these words, I was impressed by the moral perfection that was seen in Christ in such great suffering.  How much suffering the Lord went through!  In His public service, there was much suffering that He endured in different ways from the various forces against Him, culminating at the cross.  In each suffering, His perfection shone out.  His moral perfection was always there; even at twelve years old, He was seen occupied in His Father’s business (Luke 2:49), bringing out His devotion to His Father’s will.  He was the “holy thing” (Luke 1:35); that was said in relation to His incoming at the incarnation, but it was always true of Him.  It was an indescribable holiness.  In normal language, describing someone as a ‘thing’ would be derogatory, but in relation to the Lord it is an indescribable, undefinable holiness that was seen in His life.  Through it all, what was there in His moral perfection shone out.

There is another hymn we sing which speaks of His suffering on the cross:-

‘O day of greatest sorrow,

   Day of unfathomed grief!’      (Hymn 190).

His sufferings brought out what was there in Jesus, and that is why I read in Psalm 22.  The perfection and holiness of the Lord Jesus was never more proved than during the three hours of darkness on the cross.  The glory of the Lord’s moral perfection was proved in its greatest way during His forsaking.  “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning?”.  We cannot measure the sorrow of the Lord, and His deep feelings in relation to being made sin.  We cannot take it in; we will never comprehend it.  We sing:-

“Thy grace, O Lord, that measured once the deep”                              (Hymn 293).

He did that during His forsaking by God, when the Lord Jesus was made sin.  He measured sin’s distance.  Only He could have done that, and it was because of His holy perfection that He was able to do it.  It is perhaps too easy to think that He was able to do it because of who He was, and of course that underlies it, but He did it as a Man.  He had said prophetically, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, Heb.10:7.  He came in as Man to do the will of God and He did it in perfection.  Every step, every test and trial, brought it out.  The Lord was tried more than anyone.  I sometimes feel for myself that it is easier to appear like a good Christian when things are going well, but what the Lord went through caused His perfection to shine out in a greater and greater way.  That would be a test for us.  David’s words, “why art thou far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning?” would refer prophetically to the deep feelings of the Lord Jesus in relation to His forsaking.  

At this point, Jesus says prophetically, “And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”.  He was thinking of God in all that He was suffering.  He had come here to do the will of God and everything that He did was for God.  He is the only Person who has come here to do the will of Another in its entirety.  He had done so during His life in the face of such opposition and hostility, but men’s hostility did not compare to this, to Jesus being made sin and being forsaken of God.  The impression that I had in relation to this scripture is that it caused the glory of His moral perfection to shine in the greatest way.  It should affect us.

In Matthew’s gospel, we get some insight into His feelings in relation to what lay before Him, and His holiness in relation to the anticipation of it.  He says; “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”.  The Lord knew what lay before Him; He knew what He was going to be made.  In His holiness, He shrank from it, but in His devotion He said “not as I will, but as thou wilt”.  Then the second time He said, “My Father, if this cannot pass from me unless I drink it, thy will be done”.  It is a poor way of putting it, but He knew what had to be done.  Why was it not possible that it could pass from Him?  If God was to secure His great thoughts for men, if you and I were to come into the good of those thoughts through redemption, through salvation and through all that Jesus has now established, this is what had to be done.  He was the perfect Offering; as Hebrews says, He “offered himself spotless to God”, Heb.9:14.  What perfection, what holiness there was in that Offering.  God required a holy Sacrifice, and it was there in Jesus in His perfect offering, His holiness, His devotion to the will of His God and Father. 

‘Sorrow and love flowed mingled down;

   Did e’er such love and sorrow meet …’.

One of the unique things about the Lord Jesus is that these different moral features combine in perfection.  I was impressed by that in our reading a few weeks ago when we were considering the composition of the oblation, which represents how every feeling and thought of the Lord was consistent and morally perfect.  The word ‘permeated’ was used about the complacency of the Holy Spirit in relation to the Lord Jesus.  There was nothing that needed to be displaced or was inconsistent; it is something for us to contemplate.

It has often been said that the Lord is incomparable, and that is right of course, but as we contemplate Him, it helps us to appreciate Him more.  I read in Song of Songs, where the question was put to the spouse; “What is thy beloved more than another beloved, That thou dost so charge us?” (v.9), as if her beloved could be compared.  Of course the Lord is beyond compare, but her response to the question brings out these different features.  She starts with “My beloved is white and ruddy”, which sets the tone of everything that follows as we apply it to the Lord Jesus.  His being “white” would refer to the Lord’s perfection and purity, and would be related to His holiness.  His being called “ruddy” might speak of His devotion to the will of His God, but also, I was thinking, of His devotion to us, and His devotion to the assembly.  Paul speaks of “the washing of water by the word”, Eph.5:26.  That is an active, present service of the Lord Jesus to His assembly.  There have been Christians who, in an attempt to be holy, have hidden themselves away from the world, and of course we are passing through it and we do not want to be part of it.  But the Lord was put through the greatest tests and was not hidden away in that way.  He was active in serving men.  He served His God and Father but He was also serving men, in contact with all sorts of people.  Because of who He was, because of His holiness, “in him sin is not” (1 John 3:5), He “knew not sin” (2 Cor.5:21) and He “did no sin”, 1 Pet.2:22.  All of that was in a scene that was against Him.  It would draw out our affections to Him all the more – as it says here, “he is altogether lovely”.  In a scene that was against Him, His loveliness shone out.

Then she speaks of her beloved’s eyes, which would perhaps refer to the countenance of the Lord Jesus, which was how what was in Him was expressed.  It was true that there was nothing outwardly remarkable about Him, but  the holiness of the Lord was expressed and seen by those who would take account of it.  His features would be difficult to take account of if you were not near the Lord Jesus, especially, perhaps, His eyes.  At a distance, you might be able to understand what someone is communicating if they are shouting, but you would not get a sense of their feelings or their attitude towards you unless you were near to them and you could look at their eyes.  I think this is perhaps drawn out by these words, “yea, this is my friend”.  The Lord as a true Friend would be One you would keep company with.  I feel tested about that, but if we are going to appreciate the moral perfection of the Lord Jesus, we need to keep company with Him, and keep company with others who are like minded.

There are three features here that speak of gold.  “His head is as the finest gold” and “His hands gold rings, set with the chrysolite” and then “His legs, pillars of marble, set upon bases of fine gold”.  Gold would speak of glory; in relation to His head it speaks of “the finest gold”.  The Lord came in as Man and there was no one else who was able to bring before men God’s glorious thoughts for them, His great thoughts of glory in purpose for men.  And then as to His hands, all things have been given into His hands and He is able for them.  It speaks of His hands as gold rings.  There is much that comes in that might discourage us, but the Lord is able for it and all things have been given into His hands (John 13:3); He is able to bear us in them.  And then “His legs, pillars of marble, set upon bases of fine gold”, which would speak of the stability that is in the Lord Jesus.  It says of Him that “he shall be the stability of thy times”, Isa.33:6.  Of course, there was glory in every movement of His while He was here.  While it does not speak of the feet of the beloved, but refers to “bases of fine gold”, every step in the life of the Lord Jesus glorified God and brought out fresh moral glory and perfection. 

The readings that we have had recently in Leviticus have caused His moral perfection to shine out for us.  I find it hard to really take it in.  Of course, our minds are not able to take in the perfection of the Lord Jesus in its fulness.  Yet these impressions come to us and they are food for us and they sustain us.  We can see in the Lord Jesus all the great thoughts of God for us and how He is able to bring us into them and keep us in them.  And this scripture is encouraging for us because the backdrop to it is that the spouse could not find her beloved.  I was reading Mr Coates about that; he said that impressions of Christ cannot be obliterated1.  We might not remember them and we might need to be recalled to them, but if we rely on the Holy Spirit, then an impression of Christ, if we have had one, has an effect for ever.  That was a great encouragement to me, because in the world in which we live, it is so easy to become distracted.  You may receive an impression and then something takes your mind off it and it might take you some time to come back to it.  It was an encouragement to me that the background to this scripture was that she could not find her beloved, and yet she is recalled to think of these features of his.  The first thing she says is, “My beloved is white and ruddy”.  She had an impression of his perfection.

Well, may the Lord use these thoughts for our blessing.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

5 March  2019

M.B. Grant


Scripture references

Psalms 22:1-3 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

Matthew 26:36-42 (JND) [36] Then Jesus comes with them to a place called Gethsemane, and says to the disciples, Sit here until I go away and pray yonder. [37] And taking with [him] Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and deeply depressed. [38] Then he says to them, My soul is very sorrowful even unto death; remain here and watch with me. [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt]. [40] And he comes to the disciples and finds them sleeping, and says to Peter, Thus ye have not been able to watch one hour with me? [41] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed [is] ready, but the flesh weak. [42] Again going away a second time he prayed saying, My Father, if this cannot pass [from me] unless I drink it, thy will be done.

Song of Solomon 5:10-16 (JND) [10] My beloved is white and ruddy, The chiefest among ten thousand. [11] His head is [as] the finest gold; His locks are flowing, black as the raven; [12] His eyes are like doves by the water-brooks, Washed with milk, fitly set; [13] His cheeks are as a bed of spices, raised beds of sweet plants; His lips lilies, dropping liquid myrrh. [14] His hands gold rings, set with the chrysolite; His belly is bright ivory, overlaid [with] sapphires; [15] His legs, pillars of marble, set upon bases of fine gold: His bearing as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars; [16] His mouth is most sweet: Yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, yea, this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Ephesians 5:26 (JND) [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word,

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

John 13:3 (JND) [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God,

Isaiah 33:6 (JND) [6] and he shall be the stability of thy times, the riches of salvation, wisdom and knowledge: the fear of Jehovah shall be your treasure.



EXTRACT – WORSHIPPERS IN A DARK DAY


It is in adversity, in the discipline of God, that the work of God shines, as is seen in this book [2 Samuel], and in no place do we see this more prominently than in this chapter.  I deal with it now, because it may help us … as to how to give God His part, His due, in a day of disaster, for it is a day of disaster.  Sometimes as we move along, we think of … everything being orderly – right hymns chosen, right words used in the giving of thanks, and so forth, and we almost assume that we belong to a system of things by ourselves that God can own.  But that is an entire mistake.  We are in circumstances that are most humiliating, and we cannot get out of them.  We are in the midst of a Christendom divided into a thousand fragments, in some of which, most, alas! Christ is dishonoured.  It is not that one wishes to speak against any, but everything in Christendom is my responsibility, from Rome down.  Can I get out of it?  I cannot.  I may get out of it in spirit, as we see here, by ascending.  David got far beyond the reach of Absalom in his soul in this position, but Absalom was in Jerusalem nevertheless, or coming to it.  The kingdom was in revolt.  Can I ignore these things?  No!  If I am with God, I accept them.

There is nothing now that God can own publicly.  David sent the ark back; he would not take the ark, he would not assume to represent what God owned in a public way.  The ark belonged to Jerusalem, and Jerusalem was about to be captured by Absalom.  You see the spiritual intelligence, the features of Christ in that.  He sends the ark back; he sends the official priests back, and now he ascends (v.30).  That is what we want to understand.  The way out is by ascending.  "But David went up by the ascent of the Olives", 2 Sam.15:30.  But how ascend?  With tears and head covered, and barefoot.  I acknowledge in all these things that my feelings are moved; as Paul says, "I tell you even weeping" (Phil.3:18) as he thought of those who were the enemies of the cross.  Head covered, what does that mean?  It meant for David that he had been devoid of wisdom in his conduct; he had not only sinned, but he had been devoid of wisdom; he had been woefully astray in regard of wisdom and he covered his head, and his feelings were moved, and his feet were bare.  Was not God delighted with him?  He was, beloved.  He was acting suitably, humbly; he was owning things as they were, but he was finding an outlet.  What is the outlet? The outlet is in heaven.  Hence you notice the repetition here of going up. He went up, he went up, and he went up until he reached the top.  It was spiritual power in secret; spiritual power in the full acknowledgment of the position.

Now what I have said is for us. This passage in 2 Samuel 20 is for us in the present time.  It is to show us how God has His portion in a day of brokenness and disaster.  David goes up and he reaches the top. … the summit of the mount.  What mount?  The mount of Olives, the place of the Spirit of God.  It is the power of the Spirit; Olivet generally signifies that.  It is only thus that I can ascend, and in ascending and reaching the top to worship God.  

It is worshippers thus indicated, as I believe you will agree, that God is seeking.  Do not speak of worship, speak about worshippers – it is the persons God seeks, and David is representative here of those who worship God.  You see in him what is comely and befitting in a day like ours.

J. Taylor Vol.28 pp.170-172

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 15:30 (JND) [30] But David went up by the ascent of the Olives, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot; and all the people that was with him covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up.

Philippians 3:18 (JND) [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:

2 Samuel 20 (JND) [1] And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite; and he blew a trumpet, and said, We have no portion in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, Israel. [2] Then all the men of Israel went up from after David, following Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah clave to their king, from the Jordan even to Jerusalem. [3] And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women, concubines, whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in a house of confinement and maintained them, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up unto the day of their death, living in widowhood. …



THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD JESUS


Exodus 17:5-7;  John 20:19,20;  

Hebrews 2:11,12;  Song of Songs 2:3-6

I feel guided to speak about knowing the consciousness and the joy of the presence of the Lord.  I am sure that this must be a subject of prime importance to the heart of every true lover of the Lord Jesus.  I believe that there is a great and increasing yearning in all of our hearts as the days pass by for the fulfilment of our hope.  It has been most manifestly so in the affections of many believers who have given expression to their thoughts in song, in poems and in writings, and I am sure that it is shared by us all at this time.  The very atmosphere enjoyed in an occasion like this surely makes us increasingly yearn for the fulfilment of our hope to be in the actuality of Christ’s presence.  If for any reason it may not be such a prominent thought in the affections of anyone here, it is so in the heart of the Lord Jesus for us.  I very greatly value that.  If it was merely some conception of our own, surely it would be a very right and true thing that we should long to be in the presence of the Lord Jesus, but it has been expressly set out by Himself in His own words with such affection to His own.  

I would like to quote from two scriptures to verify that, firstly from John 14, where the Lord Jesus says, “for I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be” (vv.2,3).  I also refer to John 17, where the Lord Jesus in addressing His Father says, “Father, as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me” (v.24).  How remarkably precious, beloved brethren, that the Lord Jesus should directly express to His own the feelings of His heart that they should be with Him where He is, and confirm that when addressing His own Father, desiring that the objects of His love might be with Him to behold His glory.  What a prospect is before us, beloved brethren!  It has always been in the mind of God that He should find a place of dwelling amongst His people.  We can hardly estimate in one way what it must have meant to the heart of God, so early on in the history of time, when He drew near to speak to Adam and Eve only to find that they sought to hide from His presence.  That word is used, “And Man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of Jehovah Elohim”, Gen.3:8.  Think of them seeking to hide from God who had drawn near in order to speak to His creature man.  Thank God, He has never abandoned the proposal of His love, conceived before time began and before sin came in, that He should find His eternal abode with men and His response from men.  How great are the thoughts of God!

It was mentioned in the address yesterday that God indicated to His people, through Moses, that they should make Him a sanctuary where He might dwell.  There is another allusion to the sanctuary that is of particular interest, which comes in a little earlier in the book of Exodus.  It said in chapter 15, “The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared” (v.17).  Think of God taking steps to prepare a sanctuary for Himself amongst His people.  The proposal of divine love was grasped by Moses and he gave expression to it in the song that the people of Israel entered into at that point.  What a wonderful proposal God made, that His presence should be enjoyed among His people eternally.  The people had the audacity, in the first scripture from which we read, to question whether God was among them or not.  What a thing to say, when the evidences of God’s hand were there amongst them – the pillar of fire and the cloud accompanying them every day of the wilderness journey.  What a remarkable thing!  They murmured, they complained and yet there were the witnesses to the presence of God in care for them and in merciful protection over them.  That particular thought was emphasised after the tabernacle was made.  The glory descended upon it, as we are told at the end of the book of Exodus, and we are given to understand that it never departed throughout the whole of the wilderness journey – a very remarkable thing.  It says in chapter 40, “For the cloud of Jehovah was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, before the eyes of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys” (v.38).  Think of the continued evidence of the presence of God there.  O, the marvellous grace and condescending care of God for His people!

Now the question arises, Have we the consciousness of the Lord’s presence among us at the present time?  To carelessly claim it would be a very sad mistake.  Such a time arose some years back when a claim of that nature was made.  I believe it has pleased the Lord to humble us very greatly, but it has been a necessary thing.  May we be helped to walk humbly before the Lord.  I think there is a very great need for that and I call upon the saints to take sober account of that, so that we might walk carefully and humbly in these days we are in.  But that gives no licence for wandering.  The consciousness and joy of the Lord’s presence becomes an immense preservative to us.  It is not a thing to be claimed but it is a thing to be enjoyed by His lovers who would seek it out.  It is something to be consciously known, and I trust we may not err, as the people of Israel did, by failing to take account of the evidences of the Lord’s love towards us currently.  Have we not had some witness of it during these times together?  Have we not had a sense that the presence of the Lord has been very near?  We are not yet in our final home.  There is a particular blessedness connected with the sphere of our eternal happiness where there will be nothing adverse to pervade, and no disturbance ever to arise in the mind and affections of any.  It will be undisturbed eternal happiness there in the presence of the Lord Jesus and before the Father, the joy of the Father’s presence being known as through Christ.  

These things should be immediately before our affections.  The rapture, as we speak of it, is imminently approaching, and the prospect of it ought to be continually burning brightly in the affections of us all as if it could happen at any moment.  Why should it ever be otherwise?  Why should I sit back a little and wait for some public evidence to confirm my heart?  Is the joy of it not in our affections now?  May it burn brightly!  It is before the heart of the Lord Jesus.  He is yearning for the moment when He will come and take His own to be with Himself.  I might say that it will be true satisfaction and joy for me, as we would all surely agree, but it will bring satisfaction to the heart of the Lord Jesus when all His own will be with Him then without one shade of variation.  We cannot limit the presence of the Lord to any particular group of Christians; that is a mistake.  Christ is where the truth is and His presence is enjoyed where that is maintained and where there is affection for Himself.  I do not wish to be too dogmatic in making statements that may need some later review, but I do believe the presence of the Lord is to be enjoyed where there is affection in the hearts of those who would seek after it.  Those were the circumstances into which the Lord was pleased to come in John chapter 20.  What a remarkable day that was, the first day of the week.  If we are left here – and I use that word ‘if’ because even now I believe our hearts would yearn for the Lord to come – but if we are left here, the first day of the week is before us.  Are we not exercised with desire in our hearts to provide conditions that would be suited for the Lord’s presence to be enjoyed?  We were reminded in the address yesterday that He maintains us in the wilderness journey; what resource to help us along the way.  But there is something special about the first day of the week.  We come together in the wilderness, but when Christ comes in amongst His own, we are not left with the consciousness that we are in the wilderness – we are left with the deep joy of the consciousness of His presence.  He is not then exactly acting sympathetically as a Priest towards us in regard of our needs, but He is coming in to enjoy what is suited to Himself amongst His own.  He is coming in to find satisfaction where there might be an answer to His love.  May we be in a condition ready to provide it in view of the joy of the Lord’s own heart.  

But think of the way He did come in amongst His own on this remarkable day; “the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews”.  There was a different atmosphere inside from the one which existed outside and the Lord came in and took that place in the midst of His own.  We are not exactly told that He was given that place.  I have no doubt the disciples rejoiced that the Lord should have it, but He came and took that place.  He came, it says, “and stood in the midst”.  How worthy He is to have that place of supreme honour in the midst of His own.  May our hearts be ready to fully accord the Lord that place.  He comes in bringing with Him a sense of peace and joy amongst His own.  That is what the Lord would do, beloved brethren.  Sometimes we have burdened hearts.  I can understand that, and so does the Lord; He knows what burdens us and troubles us.  But when He comes in amongst His own, He lifts us above those circumstances.  That is why I used the expression at the beginning that we might know what it is to have the consciousness and the joy of His presence, for He would lift our hearts up and give us to experience the joy of being in His presence.  What a blessed thing to participate in.  No wonder the hearts of His lovers are then at liberty to flow out in answering response to Himself.  

Certain conditions are suited to the presence of the Lord.  That is somewhat indicated in Hebrews where we read.  He comes in and takes His place in the midst of the assembly.  I just mention again that that is the place which is truly the Lord’s, “in the midst of the assembly”.  Not a particular group or sectarian gathering, but in the midst of “the assembly”.  I think that in the affections of the saints, we are helped by the Spirit to rise to the thought of that anticipatively at the Lord’s supper.  We gather with the light of the whole in our thoughts and in our affections.  We have to walk in a separate path, but when we are gathered, that is what is before our affections – the place that Christ truly has amongst His lovers.  He is the Sanctifier; “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one”.  I might say, what a perfect work is carried out by the Sanctifier.  It is not so much there the thought of a process of sanctification being worked out, but it is something accomplished by the Sanctifier Himself so that He might have the answer suited to His own heart.  He takes His place amongst His own where He is rejoicing; He says prophetically, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  What joy fills our hearts when we have some sense in our own affections of Christ’s joy in the place He has amongst His own.  One would seek to be caught up in the atmosphere where it is proper and normal to such conditions on the first day of the week.  It is a wonderful privilege to be enjoyed.  It means so much to the Lord Jesus; think of the joy of the Lord thus expressed.  He would reassure us of His love. 

As we gather, the emblems before us bear their own witness freshly to our hearts concerning the love of the Lord Jesus.  When He came in amongst His own on the first day of the week, as we read in John chapter 20, He showed them His hands and His side.  From one point of view, those were witnesses to the hatred of men against the Lord Jesus, but it is not my impression that that was particularly what the Lord was freshly portraying to His own at that time.  I think He was calling their attention to the witnesses of His own love which had risen in superiority beyond and above all the hatred of men.  There was the assurance of the superiority of the Lord’s own suffering love to fill their hearts afresh in the extent to which He had been prepared to go in love to secure them.  

Now in Hebrews, we see the joy that is secured by way of an answer to the affections of the Lord Jesus when taking His place amongst His own.  The joy of the Lord is indicated in singing: what a remarkable thought.  Isaiah speaks of Him as “a man of sorrows” (Isa.53:3), but He does not come in amongst His own on the first day of the week as a Man of sorrows.  He is coming in to take His place amongst His lovers as the “minister of the holy places” (Heb.8:2), quickening the affections of His own in response to Himself and leading us forward in all that is before His heart.  Such is what He finds in the assembly; there is a sympathetic and intelligent answer there in relation to what is before Himself in all that He would lead us into.  No wonder that the Lord indicates that He would take His place in the midst of the assembly in singing these praises.  What a time of rejoicing in holy joy when Christ has His true place among us.  I come back to my earlier point – may we all be helped to enjoy the consciousness and the joy of the Lord’s presence.

How can that be known when we are not yet in glory above where Christ is?  Clearly it requires two principal things.  One is faith and the other is the service of the Holy Spirit to give us that joy consciously and anticipatively.  It cannot be known apart from the help of the Holy Spirit, who would give us the joy and the consciousness of the presence of the Lord Jesus and help us in participating in the responses that flow out from the joy that His presence would prompt among us.  These things are needed now.  Faith will cease when we are ultimately in the joy of the Lord’s presence.  There will be no more need then for faith to be exercised, because it will be changed then for actuality.  How blessed!  We can hardly take in the fulness of the joy that it will be, to be for ever in the presence of the Lord Jesus in undisturbed repose and joy, His heart free and our hearts free.  O, what joy to be held in the present anticipation of it and to have some touch of the experience of it by the Holy Spirit.  These things are not imaginative.  I can say, beloved brethren, and I am sure many can support me in saying this, that it is a very real and definite thing to be enjoyed – something not to be forgotten, something that brings about change.  That is what happens when the presence of the Lord Jesus is experienced.  How could you be in the presence of the Lord without being transformed by the shining of His glory?  It would seem very strange to think that we could  somehow enter into that, but go out unchanged?  How could it be?  O that our hearts might experience the reality and the effect of being in the presence of the Lord Jesus, so that the radiancy of His shining and the consciousness of His joy among us may have its answer in the springing up of deeper affection on our part. 

That is what led me to the passage in the Song of Songs, because while we do not have the bride presented in the Song, we have feelings appropriate to the bride brought out, and we have language suitable for the bride to express given to us in the passage.  Here she is saying to the beloved that he is like “the apple-tree among the trees of the wood”.  That is, in type, Christ in all His distinctiveness and glory, enjoyed in the affections of His lover.  She says, “In his shadow have I rapture and sit down”; think of the complacency expressed there.  Exercise, and I believe continual exercise, sometimes very severe exercises, are involved in the course of our journey here, and our brother reminded us last evening that there is resource to meet these.  We have been thinking of Christ as Priest able to provide that needed sympathy meantime to meet all that is required.  But then when touching the joy of His presence, especially on the first day of the week, we are in a different atmosphere altogether where we are sitting down, as it were, in all the complacency of the known experience of His love.  Clearly there was a yearning on the part of the spouse here to be maintained in the joy of that.  

“He hath brought me to the house of wine”, she says, carrying some consciousness of being brought into a time of particular rejoicing.  That is what the house of wine would speak about; it is a place of happiness.  Are we looking forward to gathering together with lovers of the Lord Jesus to remember Him?  He would bring us into the house of wine.  His joy is found among His own, but so is ours.  It is a great revival at the beginning of the week to freshly experience that – some sense of the intimacy of joy as belonging to this wondrous vessel, the assembly, answering to the affections of the Lord Jesus and enjoying the fruit that He would minister.  That is also part of our experience; “his fruit is sweet to my taste”.  Think of the communications of the Lord’s love.  Think of the Lord imparting impressions, thoughts of Himself to our hearts, fruit sweet to our taste.  Do you find joy in, and have you a taste for, such fruit that the Lord would minister?  May it be so in all our hearts increasingly.  

She says, “his banner over me is love”.  I often ponder over that interesting reference.  I do not think it is a reference to a military banner.  That might be connected with the forward march of a regiment, but it is not a time for marching in the journey or facing warfare; she is sitting at His feet.  What is the significance of the banner?  It is the witness over her to His love; it is the consciousness that is borne evidence to of the unchangeable love of the Lord Jesus, One who has gone all the way, as His disciples would have learned from the display of His hands and His side.  It is love that remains in Christ out of death, love that is enjoyed as Christ would come in among His own.  We would have some sense of the restfulness and joy of the atmosphere, with the banner over us indicating love.  It is the time of love to be enjoyed and the time for love to be responded to.  She yearns, it would seem, that that might not be lost.  She says, “Sustain ye me with raisin cakes, Refresh me with apples”.  No doubt we feel the present weakness of our bodies and in some sense the limitations of the circumstances in which as yet we are.  I do not think we will need the sustaining and the refreshing eternally; we will be in a condition to constantly and forever enjoy that love of Jesus.  But we do need them now so that we do not lose these impressions of Christ, or the joy of what we are speaking of, but rather we are sustained in them.  The Lord would minister to our joy and as we said already, the Holy Spirit would help us to enter into the consciousness of it and sustain us in the joy of these things, so that we might be held in the atmosphere of rapture.  

I do not speak as one who assumes that these things just belong to a few.  I take it that it is the joy of every true lover of the Lord Jesus and in the hearts of all by way of desire who are gathered here at this time.  I credit my brethren with that, and I sense in my heart that I am in an atmosphere where Christ is loved.  I have the consciousness that the Lord loves to take account of it.  I have a sense in my soul that just as I am looking forward, and saints here are looking forward, to the first day of the week, if we are left here, so is the Lord in view of freshly coming in among His own with joy, imparting that fruit, sweet to our taste and delightful for Him to minister.  She says, “His left hand is under my head, And his right hand doth embrace me”.  I love those two thoughts, beloved brethren.  It is as if she was saying that she was conscious that she was held intelligently in the understanding of the feelings of His heart, and His right hand embracing her, holding her in the undeviating conscious power of His love. 

May our hearts yearn increasingly for it, because it is clearly in the heart of the Lord Jesus for us.  May it be our joy to minister to His joy as opportunity would provide.  May we be strengthened by the Spirit to render Him the joy that He seeks for amongst His own and that we in turn may prove the refreshment and joy of His own presence now as will be our eternal portion, for His glory and our blessing.  
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Scripture references

Exodus 17:5-7 (JND) [5] And Jehovah said to Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel, and thy staff with which thou didst smite the river, take in thy hand, and go. [6] Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock on Horeb; and thou shalt strike the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so before the eyes of the elders of Israel. [7] And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they had tempted Jehovah, saying, Is Jehovah among us, or not?

John 20:19-20 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord.

Hebrews 2:11-12 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Song of Solomon 2:3-6 (JND) [3] As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, So is my beloved among the sons: In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste. [4] He hath brought me to the house of wine, And his banner over me is love. [5] Sustain ye me with raisin-cakes, Refresh me with apples; For I am sick of love. [6] His left hand is under my head, And his right hand doth embrace me.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Genesis 3:8 (JND) [8] And they heard the voice of Jehovah Elohim, walking in the garden in the cool of the day. And Man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of Jehovah Elohim, in the midst of the trees of the garden.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

Hebrews 8:2 (JND) [2] minister of the holy places and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched, [and] not man.



Notes


	[←1]
	 C.A. Coates Vol.7 p.136 
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