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THE VALUE OF THE PROPHETIC WORD

J. Wright 

1 Samuel 22: 5; 2 Samuel 7: 4–18; 11: 27; 12: 1–9, 24, 25; 1 Kings 1: 11–15, 22–28; 1 Chronicles 21: 7–13, 18, 19; 22: 1 

What was on my heart, beloved brethren, was to speak of the way the prophet, or the prophetic word, helped David, particularly on the line of sonship. Sonship is God’s greatest thought for us. We should not only have the light of it, but we should have some experience of what sonship really is. David never dismissed the prophet, he always took account of what the prophet said and was governed by it and got help by it. However much it hurt David, however much it cost him, however much it affected His conscience, David valued the prophetic word. We should value prophetic ministry and see the importance of it. It is an exercise that what we say may be the word of God, and that it might be His current word for us. It is comparatively easy to speak of a subject with the knowledge we have of the truth, but it is an exercise that it might be from God, that it might be His word for the moment. His word always bears on the current need and current state, but it also has in mind that God’s thoughts should be furthered with us, and that we should answer to them. Not only should the current need be met, but we should be helped in a moral and spiritual way to enter into God’s thoughts in a fuller way and be formed by them. 

On the other hand it is an exercise to receive the prophetic word. As I say, David never dismissed the prophet. There was a king in Israel, Ahab, who said of Micah that he hated him (1 Kings 22: 8); but he spoke the truth to him, and if the word is from God it will be the truth. 

Not only what is true is said in the way of doctrine, but it would be the truth of God. That would bring its own searching character but it will also build us 

up. At the end of 1 Corinthians 14 Paul speaks of the importance of prophecy, and one of the great points in prophecy is that it is for the edification of the saints. It is a great thing to desire to prophesy. Paul encourages the desire to prophesy. You may say it is an exercising matter, and it is exercising to speak God’s word, to get a word from God. Surely if we get a word from God it will exercise us; before we can speak of it effectively, it must have its own weight and effect with the one who speaks. The word of God is a sharp two-edged sword and it searches. But having said that I want to go over these scriptures to see the way that David was helped through the prophetic word. 

In 1 Samuel 22 David acquires a prophet. We know that at this point in David’s history he was acquiring things; he acquired a priest, he acquired the ephod and he acquired Goliath’s sword. He also acquired a prophet, Gad. Later, Gad is said to be David’s seer. We know that a seer is one who sees things as they are before God; that is a great thing to see things as they are before God, not as they are in the eyes of men. Gad was a seer and he was also a prophet. 

It is one thing to see a thing, another thing to be able to convey it and bring it home. So that the prophet Gad said to David, “Abide not in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah”. It was right that they should come to David at this point, in the stronghold in the cave. Those that were in debt, those that were of embittered spirit, they came to David because they needed him, and, beloved brethren, we come to Christ because we need Him. 

David is in rejection here, he is in reproach; he is typical of the Lord as rejected. The cave of Adullam was not a very attractive place outwardly, but it was the place where David was. For us it is to be where Christ is, wherever that might be. Publicly it is a position of reproach which is despised. The Lord Jesus, when here, was despised and left alone of men, and they did not esteem Him. To be with Christ, you come into a sphere where He is, and it is of that character. But then there 

was a move forward from this. They were not to stay there. The great thing in Christianity is to move forward. So he says, “go into the land of Judah”. Judah speaks of God’s sovereign choice, what God has chosen for Himself. We need to have before us God’s purpose, and get it early in our histories. As coming to Christ we need to get the sense of God’s purpose. He has taken us up for a purpose and He would not be deflected from His purpose. Judah represents God’s sovereign right to do as He will and choose whom He will. Then if we think of God’s sovereignty, we think of His sovereign mercy. If we have come to Christ in our need it is because God has shown us mercy. From this point he was to go forward into divine things. 

When we come to 2 Samuel 7, David is thinking of God, he is thinking of a house for God, a place where God can dwell. That was a right thought. Nathan says to him, “Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee” (2 Samuel 7: 3), but Nathan was too quick in answering. He did not have God’s mind, he had not enquired as to what God’s thought was. 

You might say, Well that was a good word from Nathan. But it was not God’s thought for the time, it was not the mind of God for David. David himself would be caused to be in exercise about God’s sovereignty. God’s sovereignty enters into what we do, whether God has fitted us for it, whether God has chosen us for it. Service is the Lord’s sovereign matter. He chooses whom He will. God chooses whom He will for service and He fits the person for service. 

Jehovah is saying to David, You are not the one I have chosen for this. David had been a man of war. God had something else in mind, and David has to be adjusted. Nathan has to be adjusted and David has to be adjusted in relation to God’s sovereignty. There is a limitation put upon David. Was that because God was not pleased with David? It is not that at all. God was pleased with him. But God had something in mind to work out in David, and the word to David here is from God through the prophet; it brings out God’s interest in David and the way God had 

taken up David and what God had done for David. We have to stop and think sometimes, and contemplate what God has done; what He has done for us, but what He has done for His own pleasure too. Then he speaks of God’s people, what they were and what God would do for His people. How great the people of God are! 

Then he goes on to speak of Solomon. Solomon is not named here, but God brings the light of sonship into David’s soul. The light of sonship is for our contemplation; we are to think of the glory of sonship. Sonship is greater than any service we could render. God has taken us up for sonship, that we might be in the joy and gain of sonship for His own pleasure. That is a greater thing, beloved brethren, than any service. Every believer is a son, we are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus, and because we are sons God has sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father (Galatians 4: 6). It is a great thing to contemplate sonship in Christ. John says at the beginning of his gospel, “we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”, John 1: 14. It was that character of glory they saw in Christ. Then it says He is “the only-begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father” 

(John 1: 18). The line of sonship is to affect us. How did it affect David here? Was there any resentment that He was not able to go on with what he had in mind? None whatsoever. He was fully adjusted and went into the presence of God and sat before Jehovah. He was in the liberty of sonship typically in doing that. The priests in the Old Testament stood, but David sat in the liberty of sonship. It is a great thing to be able to do that, to go into God’s presence conscious of what God’s thoughts are for us and sit there in the liberty and the dignity of a son. How great is the utterance of David. How well he speaks of God, how he is able to speak of God, how great He is. How great our God and Father is, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The “one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all”, Ephesians 4: 6. How great God is. David sat in the 

presence of Jehovah. The prophetic word came to him, he was adjusted by it, and sat in the presence of God. The following chapters show how much David was helped after this. God had service in mind for him; he continued in his battles for Jehovah, and he was helped; he was helped too in the expression of grace towards Mephibosheth and grace even towards those who did not appreciate it. 

In chapter 11 David fails. You wonder why in scripture so much is said of David’s failures. It is not to expose David but it is to help us. I think from one point of view David speaks of something wider. What David went through would speak to us of what is happening in a wider way in the church publicly and in the responsible element in the church publicly, the failure that has come in. But David fails here in not going out to the war, “at the return of the year, at the time when kings go forth, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him”, 2 

Samuel 11: 1. David was not there, when he should have gone forth; instead of that he was taking things easy. It is a test if we get any measure of God’s help and prosperity, whether we take things easy, whether we indulge the flesh in some way. If we get material gain, what will we do with it? If we have some more time on our hands, what are we going to do with it? Are we going to indulge the flesh? You see what it led David into. It led him into covetousness, and it led him into murder. You say, I would not do that. Would you not? Would I not do it? 

What is exposed here is the wickedness of David’s heart. Other scriptures bring out the weakness of it, but we have to come to know the wickedness of our hearts. We are no better than David. I wonder if we have come to that in some way, what the wickedness of our heart is? 

David was too valuable a man to be let off. God does not let us off. If He loves us, and is working out something with us, He will not let us off if we sin. We know that, if a believer sins, we have an advocate with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John 2: 1). The advocacy of Christ gets to work when a believer sins, although David had not got that here. But I think we can look at it in the light of the New Testament, in that God sent a prophet to David. I think we could say that the advocacy of Christ was working typically in that way for David to help him, in that the prophet comes. What David did was evil, it says, “the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of Jehovah”. But David was too valuable a man to lose, and the prophet with his skill brings in a word so that David is made to condemn himself before he knows he is condemning himself. David did not get a sense that the prophet was getting at him but David pronounces his own judgment against himself. There was what was of God in David, and that is what God would appeal to in the prophetic word, the work of God in the saints, and He would get at the conscience where it is necessary, when sin comes in. It is no kindness to anyone to let them off. God would not act that way to let us off, because He cannot proceed in His thoughts for us if we go on in sin. He wanted to get David to judge the sin and judge himself; David did that and he did it thoroughly. Psalm 51 brings that out. 

The skill of the prophet brings the word home to David and causes him to say, “the man that path done this thing is worthy of death”. Then the prophet says, “Thou art the man!” David had said that he is worthy of death, and the prophet says, “Thou art the man!” We come to that, that we are worthy of death. The wickedness of our hearts is that we are worthy of death. 

David’s sin was put away. How thankful we can be that sin is put away, it says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”, 1 John 1: 9. God is able to do that. There was, of course, the government of God here, and that goes on; because David had made the enemies of Jehovah blaspheme there was the government of God in his household. In a public way David was not the same again after this, but he was forgiven and it was 

a full forgiveness. 

What I want to come on to is in connection with Solomon, the fruit of this is the introduction of Solomon. He can be viewed as an extension of David. Something is being worked out. 

Solomon was David’s son. It says, “David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her and lay with her; and she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon”; that means ‘peaceful’. How David needed that at that time, a sense of peace. Solomon represented that to him; but then it says, “And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovah’s sake”. That is what God loved, God loved Jedidiah, God loves sonship. He loves it in Christ, it was there seen in its perfection. We need to get our eye on Christ, and see what God finds in His own beloved Son, how delightful He is to Him. God was going to work out something in David on the line of sonship. 

When we come to the scripture in Kings, David is weak. That side is not presented in Chronicles but it is presented in Kings. David was weak and inactive. He had not done things rightly in his household, he had not corrected Adonijah. You see it worked out in the books of Samuel, how David was weak in his household, he was not exercising authority in his household. David should have been exercising authority here, but he was weak and inactive. 

In that sense he would represent, not the authority of Christ personally, but the authority of Christ in those whom God has raised up to express it. David was weak here and Adonijah takes advantage of the weakness of David. The enemy would take advantage of weakness when things are not attended to, when things are not maintained in our households and in the assembly, when there is not right government and rule. David should have been ruling here, but he lets things go. And Adonijah says, “I will be king” (1 Kings 1: 5), he raises himself up. 

He is an opportunist. How was this situation to be met? Are God’s thoughts as to Solomon 

going to fail? 

The prophetic word comes and it arouses Bathsheba to action. It arouses David to action and he does things rightly. It is not that Adonijah is slain. That is not the way it is met. The way it is met here is by the assertion that Solomon must reign; typifying that Christ must reign, that He must have the rightful place. That is the assertion here. Help comes through the prophetic word, and the result is that Adonijah and all those with him in his conspiracy are overthrown, and Solomon has his rightful place. Things cannot proceed according to God unless Christ has His rightful place, so they said, “Long live king Solomon!” (1 Kings 1: 34). So Christ must reign. He must have the rightful place. God sees to it that through the prophetic word He gets Bathsheba to work, and He gets David to work, to exercise the authority of Christ in that typical way. That is a, needed thing, I believe. It is not for anybody to do as they will and rise up like Adonijah. Christ is to have His place. 

I refer now to the scripture in Chronicles. The things I have read are not in chronological order, but I wanted to end on a high note. David again fails. No doubt there was pride with David. It is a thing that is not foreign to us, pride. Satan operates here. In Samuel it is God that moves David to number Israel, but in Chronicles, it is Satan who does it, If God moved David against Israel, He would have in mind the state of the people, but here it was Satan doing it. Chronicles brings out what the saints are to God, they are God’s inheritance. Paul brings that in in Ephesians, God’s inheritance in the saints. Satan getting at David would be getting at God’s inheritance, he would be getting at the saints. I think God allows this to bring out what David was abstractly. 

But David sinned, and again, God does not let him off. The prophet comes to him, but the prophetic word shows God’s consideration for him in that He lets him choose. God lets David choose, and David says, Let me fall into the hands of God. It brings out how David knew God. He puts himself into God’s hands. In 2 Samuel 24: 18, what the prophet says is, “that David should go up and rear an altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite”. God was working out something in David’s soul; the threshing-floor would involve what God is working out in the souls of His people through these exercises, separating the chaff from the wheat, that the wheat might be preserved, and the wheat might come into evidence. David in numbering the people is thinking of numbers, but God is thinking of quality. What God has in mind at the end is to arrive at quality. 

David purchases this threshing-floor at great cost and he rears up an altar to Jehovah. Then David said, “This is the house of Jehovah Elohim, and this is the altar of burnt-offering”. He is arriving at God’s thoughts as to the house. It has not yet been built, but this is the spot for the house, if David had built a house earlier, would he have known where to build it? But God shows him the spot and David arrives at it, saying, “This is the house of Jehovah Elohim”. He is a man who is under God’s discipline. Jacob is the first man in scripture to be spoken of in connection with God’s house; he went through discipline, but as a result of that he went to Bethel and dwelt there. David here laid hold of the thought of God’s house. God’s dwelling, he had arrived at some refinement. Holiness marks God’s house. You see the refinement that marked David here. In the following verses in chapter 22 he goes over how he had desired to build a house, yet God had said that Solomon should build it. 

I just thought of the importance of the prophetic word; how it helps us in our state, and how it helps us too in relation to the things of God, so that we might be in the liberty of sonship. 

That is what is in mind here, that Solomon should come into evidence and that Solomon should build the house. It is the son who builds 

the house. May the Lord help us in it, in His name. 

Address at Dundee
13 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 22:5 (JND) [5] And the prophet Gad said to David, Abide not in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah. Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth.

2 Samuel 7:4-18 (JND) [4] And it came to pass that night that the word of Jehovah came to Nathan, saying, [5] Go and say to my servant, to David, Thus saith Jehovah: Wilt thou build me a house for me to dwell in? [6] For I have not dwelt in a house since the day that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle. [7] In all my going about with all the children of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye me not a house of cedars? [8] And now, thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I took thee from the pasture-grounds, from following the sheep, to be prince over my people, over Israel; [9] and I have been with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are on the earth. [10] And I will appoint a place for my people, for Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and be disturbed no more; neither shall the sons of wickedness afflict them any more, as formerly, [11] and since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. And I have given thee rest from all thine enemies; and Jehovah telleth thee that Jehovah will make thee a house. [12] When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. [13] It is he who shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. [14] I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the stripes of the sons of men; [15] but my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before thee. …

2 Samuel 11:27 (JND) [27] And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of Jehovah.

2 Samuel 12:1-25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. [2] The rich had very many flocks and herds; [3] but the poor man had nothing at all, but one little ewe lamb which he had bought, and was nourishing; and it grew up with him, and together with his children: it ate of his morsel, and drank of his own cup, and slept in his bosom, and was to him as a daughter. [4] And there came a traveller to the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that had come to him; and he took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that had come to him. [5] Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As Jehovah liveth, the man that hath done this thing is worthy of death; [6] and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. [7] And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man! Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; [8] and I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if [that] had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. [9] Wherefore hast thou despised the word of Jehovah to do evil in his sight? thou hast smitten Urijah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. [10] Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thy house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Urijah the Hittite to be thy wife. [11] Thus saith Jehovah: Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. [12] For thou didst [it] secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun. …

1 Kings 1:11-28 (JND) [11] And Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith is king, and David our lord does not know [it]? [12] And now, come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. [13] Go and get thee in to king David, and say to him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear to thy handmaid saying, Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne? why then does Adonijah reign? [14] Behold, while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee and confirm thy words. [15] And Bathsheba went in to the king into the chamber; and the king was very old; and Abishag the Shunammite ministered to the king. [16] And Bathsheba bowed and did obeisance to the king. And the king said, What wouldest thou? [17] And she said to him, My lord, thou hast sworn by Jehovah thy God to thy handmaid, [saying,] Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne. [18] And now behold, Adonijah is king; and now, my lord the king, thou knowest it not. [19] And he has sacrificed oxen and fatted cattle and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons of the king and Abiathar the priest and Joab the captain of the host; but Solomon thy servant has he not invited. [20] And thou, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. [21] Otherwise it shall come to pass when my lord the king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be counted offenders. [22] And behold, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in. …

1 Chronicles 21:7-19 (JND) [7] And God was displeased on account of this thing, and he smote Israel. [8] And David said to God, I have sinned greatly, in that I have done this thing; and now, I beseech thee, put away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly. [9] And Jehovah spoke to Gad, David's seer, saying, [10] Go and speak to David saying, Thus saith Jehovah: I offer thee three [things]; choose one of them, that I may do it unto thee. [11] And Gad came to David, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: [12] Choose thee, either three years of famine, or three months to be destroyed before thine adversaries while that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee, or three days the sword of Jehovah and the pestilence in the land, and the angel of Jehovah destroying through all the borders of Israel. And now consider what word I shall bring again to him that sent me. [13] And David said to Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall, I pray thee, into the hand of Jehovah, for his mercies are very great; but let me not fall into the hand of man. [14] And Jehovah sent a pestilence upon Israel; and there fell of Israel seventy thousand men. [15] And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; and as he was destroying, Jehovah beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough; withdraw now thine hand. And the angel of Jehovah stood by the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. [16] And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of Jehovah stand between the earth and the heavens, and his sword drawn in his hand, stretched out over Jerusalem. And David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their faces. [17] And David said to God, Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? It is I that have sinned and done evil; but these sheep, what have they done? Let thy hand, I pray thee, Jehovah my God, be on me and on my father's house; but not on thy people, that they should be smitten. [18] And the angel of Jehovah commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up and rear an altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. …

1 Chronicles 22:1 (JND) [1] And David said, This is the house of Jehovah Elohim, and this is the altar of burnt-offering for Israel.

1 Kings 22:8 (JND) [8] And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of Jehovah; but I hate him, for he prophesies no good concerning me, but evil: [it is] Micah the son of Imlah. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so.

1 Corinthians 14 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy. [2] For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. [3] But he that prophesies speaks to men [in] edification, and encouragement, and consolation. …

1 Samuel 22 (JND) [1] And David departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And his brethren and all his father's house heard [it], and they went down thither to him. [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men. [3] And David went thence to Mizpeh in Moab, and said to the king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth amongst you, till I know what God will do for me. …

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

2 Samuel 7:3 (JND) [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Ephesians 4:6 (JND) [6] one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all.

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

1 John 1:9 (JND) [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us [our] sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 Kings 1:5 (JND) [5] And Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king; and he provided himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.

1 Kings 1:34 (JND) [34] and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel; and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, Long live king Solomon!

2 Samuel 24:18 (JND) [18] And Gad came that day to David, and said to him, Go up, rear an altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite.



FINDING AND FOLLOWING THE LORD JESUS

J. R. Walkinshaw 

Matthew 28: 1–7; Luke 2: 41–47; John 12: 20–28; Numbers 10: 33–36 

I have a simple impression, dear brethren, as to finding the Lord Jesus, and following Him. 

We have been speaking much of His glory. His greatness and His attractiveness, and I am sure these features would strike a chord in every heart. It is a great matter in the days in which we are to be able to find the Lord Jesus Christ. I was struck with this scripture in Matthew because 1 think it would show us, through these two women, that the first step in finding the Lord Jesus is having affection for Him. I would speak to the very youngest here, as to love for the Lord Jesus. Does everyone here love the Lord Jesus Christ? That is the first step to finding Him in these days in which we are; days of wickedness and violence and corruption amongst men. One might say, How in the midst of all that can you find the Lord Jesus Christ? The first step, as I have said, is to love Him. How wonderful it is to hear a young soul confessing their love for the Lord Jesus. 

Our hymn has reminded us that we are not our own, we belong to Him, the purchase of His blood. The Lord Jesus Christ, dear young one, dear older one, is the One who has bought you, and the purchase price is His precious blood which was shed on Calvary’s tree. How wonderful it is to get the sense in your soul that the Lord Jesus loves you. Then, as that love comes to bear on your heart, it would, I believe, cause you to love Him 

because of what He has done for you; washed you from your sins in His blood; those sins that stood out before the eye of a holy and righteous God. Those sins that would prohibit you for ever from the presence of God, Jesus has washed them away in His precious blood. Do you not love Him? I believe it comes out in this section here that these two women were marked by love for the Lord Jesus. Perhaps, at this point, not having much intelligence, but they were marked by love, and they were looking for the Lord Jesus. Are you looking for the Lord Jesus? Are you trying to find Him in these days in which we are? I believe the meetings we have had would encourage us to go in for these things, as our brother exhorted us, to find the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of this scene. 

So they were looking in the tomb. That was, I suppose, the last time that they had seen Him, when His body was laid in the tomb. So they come here to this point, they see the stone rolled away, they see the tomb is empty, and they hear the testimony of this angel, “He is not here, for he is risen”. The word in Luke says, “Why seek ye the living one among the dead?” Luke 24: 5. How futile it is to look for the Lord Jesus Christ in the dead things that mark this world, but there is a place where He is to be found. It says, “And go quickly and say to his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goes before you into Galilee, there shall ye see him”. There is a sphere where the Lord Jesus can be found; not now in the grave. 

It is a wonderful fact that He has gone into death; the scripture we read in Joshua 3 would remind us typically of the power He had as He went into death and broke its power. He lay there for three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, but He could not be holden by its power. He is risen, He has ascended up above all the heavens and He is seated now at the right hand of the Father on high. Then there is a sense in which He can be found here, that would be the Galilee position. It would be a position of reproach, not an exalted place here; not a place taken much 

account of in the world. Nevertheless it is a place where Jesus is, where we can have to do with Him, where we can know His love, where we can profess our love to Him. How wonderful that is! It is available to you and to me, as marked by real true affection for the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The narrative goes on and we find that they make a move in that direction and Jesus met them. In His grace He would meet you; He would meet you wherever you are if your desire is to find Him. He has met everything that stood in the way! We have been impressed by the Jordan in all its power, but whatever may be in the way He has removed by the way that He has gone. I believe He would meet you just where you are, however young or however old, if there is true affection to find the Lord Jesus Christ I believe He would meet you as you move in this direction. It will involve reproach; it will not involve a high station in this scene. How men in systems which they build up would seek to find a place for themselves. They would seek to build up religious systems, even using the name of Christ in order to exalt their own position. But how sobering that what marks these systems is death, as the word was to Sardis, “thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead”, Revelation 3: 1, if you look for the Lord Jesus in the systems of men you will find them marked by death. The place where He is to be found is outside of all these. 

In Luke, we get another presentation of where it is possible to find the Lord Jesus Christ. His parents are spoken of here. They went three days’ journey without Him. Have we known what it is in our own experience to go three days’ journey without Him? Maybe we have even sat in three day meetings (I would have to humbly own it has entered into my own experience), and missed the Lord Jesus Himself; maybe He has been presented to us and yet we have missed it. How sobering that is. How affecting that it says, “after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers 

and hearing them and asking them questions”. I believe, in these days in which we are, the Lord Jesus Himself would be found in the temple. Not the temple as the Jews would regard it, the building that was set up in all its greatness after the architecture of man in its outward glory, but found in temple conditions where there is enquiry into the truth in dependence on the Spirit and subjection to the Lord. 

It says, “but, supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together”. I believe we know, sorrowfully, though we would not point the finger at any, of some perhaps who are journeying supposing Him to be in their company, but they find that the Lord Jesus is not there. It says further they “sought him among their relations and acquaintances”. We may feel that this is where to find the Lord Jesus. Although I would not rule out the help that relations and acquaintances may provide, that is not where characteristically we will find the Lord Jesus. It says, “they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers”. As the Lord Jesus comes into the gatherings of the saints, we find that the result is what answers to temple conditions; we find that it is His voice that is heard. We find that He brings in the answers to questions that may be troubling us. If you have a question that is troubling you, bring it to the Lord Jesus, bring it to the temple; bring it to where the Lord Jesus is and you will find that you will be astonished at the answer He gives you. How wonderful and gracious is the Lord Jesus Christ as we have to do with Him. 

Then as we find Him it is intended that we should follow Him. That is what comes out, I believe, in John’s gospel; there are persons there who say they desire to see Jesus. We may have a desire to see Him, but I believe the answer the Lord Jesus gives would show what is necessary if we are really to see Him in all His glory, and if we are to be amongst those who are following Him. As the glory and the attractiveness of this blessed One lays hold of our souls 1 believe we will be the more desirous to follow Him. It may be that we have known what it is to be washed from our sins in His blood; but then these further thoughts (finding Him and following Him) are to be gone in for. It is to be on the basis of what the Lord Jesus says, “he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal”. He touches affectingly on the way that He is to go Himself. He says, “The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified”. You might say, How is the Son of man to be glorified? He says, “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit”. If the Lord Jesus is to be glorified it must involve carrying out the work that was given to Him to do. He says, “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone”. What a terrible thought it would be for it to abide alone? But as Jesus has gone into death, as He has carried out the work that was given Him to do in all the perfection of His manhood, what comes out is fruit. He has gone into death but He is risen, raised by the glory of the Father, and as raised He would have those desirous of being with Him and being near to Him, those who would desire to follow Him. 

So He speaks of the way that this is to be arrived at He says, “He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal”. You are to associate yourself with the way that Jesus has gone; not that you can actually go that way; that work which He accomplished was His and His alone. He says to Simon Peter, “Where I go thou canst not follow me now”, John 13: 36. Think of the way that He went to Calvary; think of the work that He accomplished there, He was taken by wicked hands and pierced and nailed to a cross of shame; God’s wrath was poured out upon Him in those three hours of darkness on Calvary’s tree. Where I go, He says, thou canst not follow Me now; that was the way the Saviour took alone, as He hung there, He the just for we the unjust. The spotless, sinless One became the victim for sin and for sins. He became the Sin-bearer; the One who was the blessed offering, the One who, “by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”, Hebrews 9: 14. That work which He accomplished vicariously on Calvary’s tree was His, and His alone. Then, His work on the cross completed, He went into death to remove the man that sinned so that he should be put away from before God’s face for ever. Are we prepared to associate ourselves with the way that He has gone? He says, “If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. Is it the desire of your heart to follow this blessed One? Not, as I have said, in the way that He went vicariously, but to follow Him in the measure in which we are able at the present time, and to be among those who are set aside from this world; so that we are not going in for the things that mark this world. He says, “He that loves his life shall lose it”. This means that if you go in for the things that mark this world you will lose the enjoyment of these blessed eternal relationships. You will lose the joy of being with the Lord Jesus Christ where He is at the present time. 

Then He says, “he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal “. This means that, as another has said, we learn what it is to put first things first. We are to discern what relates to the Lord Jesus Christ, to discover what would be pleasing to Him; to realise what militates against His rights, to see what is in keeping with the way that He has gone. I believe as we are prepared to leave aside the things of the world and stand here for His rights, we will know what it is to be where He is. As He says, “where I am, there also shall be my servant”. 

That should be the exercise of every heart that loves the Lord Jesus Christ. I am not now talking about eternal salvation; how wonderful to know that that is secure, if your faith and trust is in Jesus, you are covered by that precious blood which was shed on Calvary’s tree, and your eternal salvation is secure. 

But how wonderful to enjoy these relationships with Him at the present time, as He says, “where I am, there also shall be my servant”, and to experience His present living love! How wonderful to experience the joy of being among those who put Him and His interests—first, and to experience the things that relate to this blessed One, heavenly eternal things that the Spirit would bring before us for our enjoyment. He says of the Spirit, “He shall glorify me”. I believe we have had some experience of that as we have been together. How the Lord Jesus in all His glory has come before us. Then He says, “for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you”, John 16: 14. The Spirit is able to unfold these things to us as we read the Scriptures. A brother was saying at home that every time we read the Scriptures some fresh impression comes before us as to the Lord Jesus Christ; that is the Spirit working. Dear younger person, go in for this, know what it is to make room for the Spirit in your own heart. 

He will speak to you of the greatness and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Spirit will occupy you with the things that relate to Him. He will show you the direction in which to go in order to be with the Lord Jesus in the scene of testimony here. Would that this might be the desire of every heart that loves the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then He says, “if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour”. There will be honour from God Himself, not honour from men. If we go back to the scripture in Matthew, we see in relation to Galilee that men will only bring in reproach and shame. The Lord Jesus speaks of honour from God the Father. We will know too what it is to be in the sphere where the Lord Jesus Himself is glorified. It says, “Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify it again”. How wonderful to be in a sphere where the Lord Jesus Himself is, and where the Father’s name is glorified. I believe this is experienced as we are prepared to find, and then to follow the Lord Jesus Christ in true and real affection for Him. 

I refer now to the scripture in Numbers. I believe we can learn much from the experiences of the children of Israel. How affecting is the way that God took them through the wilderness; they spent forty years in the wilderness in order that they might become entirely dependent on God. We could say the days in which we are are wilderness days, but God does not leave us without a sense of direction. It says here, the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days’ journey”, if you are looking for direction through this wilderness scene, you will find it as you see the Lord Jesus Christ, typified here in the “ark of the covenant of Jehovah”, speaking of all God’s promises as carried through inviolate; promises that were given to Abraham and were carried down through the generations. God never gave up His promises to Israel, He brought them into the promised land. What exercises they had to go through in order to reach God’s end. God will pass us through exercises as we go through this wilderness scene, but He will never leave us without a sense of direction. It says, “the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days’ journey”. This was, I think, one of the first movements of the tabernacle in the history of the children of Israel. 

What we find as we look at their history is that it is very much like our history. The first thing we could speak of is coming under the shelter of the blood. They were there in Egypt, feeling the bondage of it, and then God said, in that night I will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt; but for the households of the children of Israel the blood was on the door-posts and the lintel, and Jehovah said, “when I see the blood I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. Do you know what it is in the midst of this scene to be under the shelter of the blood? We would appeal to every one here from the youngest to the oldest, find your shelter from judgment under the precious blood of Jesus. 

The next thing was that they came up against the Red Sea where they had the experience of God’s power to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians. They sang on the other side of the Red Sea, “The horse and his rider bath he thrown into the sea”, Exodus 15: 1. They were able to sing of the power of God in deliverance. Do you know what it is to be delivered from the awful power of this world? God has the power available, it is in His hand to deliver you from everything that would hold you in bondage here. Then as we go on we find He provides food; He provides the manna, speaking of the food we can find as appropriating the Lord Jesus Christ in the blessedness of His manhood here. The manna came down from God daily as provision for the wilderness. 

We find all this before the tabernacle is set up. The tabernacle is not set up until the beginning of the second year of their sojourn. God shows them how He is able to provide for them, how He is able to bring them through—there is the manna and there is the water from the smitten rock—speaking typically of the power of the blessed Holy Spirit; how God would give of His Holy Spirit to strengthen and sustain us here against all the activities of the enemy in the wilderness scene. Then God had in mind to bring in the tabernacle system; God desired to dwell among His people. It was not exactly for the pleasure of the people but for His own pleasure. God’s desire in our day is that there should be a dwelling-place for Him where He can find His pleasure and where He can find His rest. God has that eternally, of course, in the Lord Jesus Christ and all that He has secured, but at the present time I believe He would find it too in the hearts and souls of those who love the Lord Jesus Christ and are prepared to follow Him here. 

So here we have the great tabernacle system moving on under God’s direction and following the ark of the covenant of Jehovah. They were entirely dependent on its leading, “the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days’ journey, to search out a resting-place for them “. I was interested in the reference to a “three days’ journey”. I wondered if we could apply that to what we enjoy in meetings of this character, following the ark on the three days’ journey. You find that when they are journeying there is power available to turn everything aside that would stand in the way, “And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face “. If we are occupied with divine things; if our desire is to follow the ark, then even though we are passing through a wilderness scene, even though the violence and corruption and degradation of this scene would bear in upon us, we find what answers to, 

“Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face”. I believe we have some experience of that as we are together, dear brethren, as we are working out the truth together; I believe we have some sense of God’s power coming in. 

But then it says, “And when it rested”. When it rested there was praise and thanksgiving to God. Moses says, “Return. Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel”. God would have us, in a wilderness scene to be in movement, because we are moving on to the land; we are moving on to all that God has in His heart and mind for us, we are moving on to the blessedness of God’s thoughts in Christ for us. I believe too that in the midst of that scene, though we may be in movement, there is a time when God would have us to be rested. It was after three days’ journey that the ark rested. I think as we are gathered together, perhaps on the first day of the week in the service of God, we get an uplift in our souls, as we have a sense in that way of the ark resting, and the Lord Jesus securing livingly what is for God’s praise and what is for the heart of God. 

May our hearts be encouraged, dear brethren, may the young ones get some impression in their souls from these meetings of the attractiveness of our Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps they are not able to understand too much of what is said, others of us would have to admit that too, but nevertheless, we can get some impression in our souls of the attractiveness of the Person of the Lord Jesus. We are His, we have been bought with a price, the price being His precious blood which was shed. 

Then as knowing what it is to have affection in our hearts, we can find Him in the midst of the darkness that prevails in this scene. I believe there is an area in which we can find the Lord Jesus, and we can find those who love Him, those who desire after Him; those who are working out the truth together. We can find Him in a scene of reproach; yes, it will mean reproach and being despised amongst men. We can find the Lord Jesus in the temple where He has the answers, where He is able to explain things to us. If you are perplexed or concerned about anything, get to the Lord Jesus. He can explain it to you. How ready He is to do that! Then, to know what it is to follow Him, to count what is here as nought, as we sung in our hymn— 

‘To count all else, whate’er it be, 

Unworthy of our care’. (Hymn 278) 

We can know what it is to hate our lives in this world and to follow Him, to be with Him where He is. The result will be, as we see in Numbers as to the children of Israel, that there will be power as we work these things out in the wilderness, and we shall come to a time of rest at the service of God. May we be encouraged to find the Lord Jesus Christ, and to follow Him. May the result be an increase in what is for God’s praise in these days in which we are. 

May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Ormond Beach
28 December 1996 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 28:1-7 (JND) [1] Now late on sabbath, as it was the dusk of the next day after sabbath, came Mary of Magdala and the other Mary to look at the sepulchre. [2] And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of [the] Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. [3] And his look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answering said to the women, Fear not *ye*, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one. [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. [7] And go quickly and say to his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goes before you into Galilee, there shall ye see him. Behold, I have told you.

Luke 2:41-47 (JND) [41] And his parents went yearly to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast [43] and had completed the days, as they returned, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents knew not [of it]; [44] but, supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together, they went a day's journey, and sought him among their relations and acquaintances: [45] and not having found him they returned to Jerusalem seeking him. [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions. [47] And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

John 12:20-28 (JND) [20] And there were certain Greeks among those who came up that they might worship in the feast; [21] these therefore came to Philip, who was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and they asked him saying, Sir, we desire to see Jesus. [22] Philip comes and tells Andrew, [and again] Andrew comes and Philip, and they tell Jesus. [23] But Jesus answered them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit. [25] He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour. [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify [it] again.

Numbers 10:33-36 (JND) [33] And they set forward from the mountain of Jehovah [and went] three days' journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting-place for them. [34] And the cloud of Jehovah was over them by day when they set forward out of the camp. [35] And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face. [36] And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel.

Luke 24:5 (JND) [5] And as they were filled with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, Why seek ye the living one among the dead?

Joshua 3 (JND) [1] And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. [2] And it came to pass at the end of three days, that the officers went through the camp; [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it; …

Revelation 3:1 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

John 13:36 (JND) [36] Simon Peter says to him, Lord, where goest thou? Jesus answered him, Where I go thou canst not follow me now, but thou shalt follow me after.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

John 16:14 (JND) [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 15:1 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.



EXTRACTS

CAM In connection with the statement, “If so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you”, how do you know you have the Spirit dwelling in you? 

JT That is a very important question. I am sure it requires attention. The Holy Spirit, broadly speaking, makes Himself felt in the Christian; it is a poor thing if one has to refer to the Scriptures as the only evidence that he has the Spirit. The Scriptures, of course, are full of teaching as to the Spirit being given to believers; but surely we are to be conscious that He indwells us. Galatians 5 gives a list of the fruits of the Spirit. 

CB Love for the brethren would be one of the evidences, would it not? 

JT The Holy Spirit would surely make Himself felt in the Christian, and it seems to me, the facts recorded of His actings with Christ help us. It is said of the Lord in Mark’s gospel, “The Spirit driveth him into the wilderness “. That is, He was impelled to go. He was led into that into which, naturally, He desired not to go. The Holy Spirit in that way was recognised. He made Himself felt. I am speaking reverently of the Lord; but He was there as a Pattern for us. Then, it says in Luke, “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit”. As if, in the first instance, it was the Spirit’s initiative, whereas, in the second instance it was the Lord’s initiative, and the Spirit was available for Him. He returned in the power of the Spirit. So, I think, the Christian should look for those marks—whether there is a power in us taking the initiative, and we doing that which would not be done by us as left to ourselves. 

Rem The word used in Mark is very emphatic in that way, “driveth him into the wilderness”. There was an impelling power to which He yielded; and as you say, would suggest Christ as Pattern for us. With regard to us, it would indicate the positive power of the Holy Spirit that drives, or makes way, against what is of nature. I think that is a very important point. 

AFM It was Deuteronomy ground the Lord occupied, not that part of the wilderness which denoted self-will working. 

JT The Lord referred to Deuteronomy. So His position in the wilderness corresponds with this chapter. Further, the Holy Spirit makes much of Christ in the soul, so that one discovers that one thinks of, and delights more in Him. Then, He makes much of the saints; that is a very good test, I think; the saints become interesting and invaluable to us. 

One sees it in young Christians; they think more of the Lord; they read the Scriptures more; they pray more, and enjoy meeting the Lord’s people, All these things are evidences of the Spirit in the believer. 

Rem Response to the knowledge of God, as Father, is a very marked sign of the Spirit; this is seen when the soul cries, “Abba, Father”. 

AFM What about self-judgment? 

JT It is another mark. It is, “By the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 77, pp.98, 99) 

JT ... The gospels unfold to us the varied glories of Christ; and I think, as we go on a little in the truth, they become more to us. They are written not from the side of our learning—though abundantly instructive—but from God’s standpoint. If you would have the thing perfectly, He says, you must let Me present it from My own side. The gospels give you that. The epistles present our side, and the full-grown man is the great end to be reached by us in them. 

AFM One has observed that young believers love to turn to the gospels. In what order would you suggest that the Scriptures should be taken up in view of becoming full grown? 

JT First of all, we should heed the word in 2 Timothy 3: 16—“Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”. Every scripture is, therefore, available to the youngest believer for these things. If the order is described in detail, I would say the first scripture to read is Romans. 

That epistle is for adjustment. It takes account of the believer as in the world, and adjusts him in relation to God, and then in relation to his brethren. It incidentally gives light as to the faithfulness of God in regard to His ways with Israel; and also gives an inkling of His purposes. The next epistles would be 1 and 2 Corinthians, having assembly training and order in view. These do not take one out of the wilderness, so that Colossians follows, showing how I am to enter the land. Lastly Ephesians, where the land is opened up to us, and we are made to sit down and contemplate. 

The gospels present to us the Man who is in the land. Christ, “The old corn of the land” (Joshua 5: 12), the One indigenous to that place—“The Son of man, which is in heaven”, John 3: 13. The gospels furnish this, and present also the glories of His Person. The field opened up in the gospels is so great it is infinite! 

J. Taylor (Vol. 19, pp.82, 83) 

As I said, the efforts of the enemy are strong and persistent, in order to rob us of the good that is in us by the work of God. We certainty should be able to tell what is good. It is sad to see so much uncertainty among the people of God about this and that. The truth is, there is a great want of exercise, of using our senses; we are to exercise these so that we may discern between good and evil; so that we may not be found putting good for evil and evil for good. 

The Lord supplies us with the example—“Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good”, Isaiah 7: 15. Now of the good thing I am not to let one whit go, but I am to keep it by the Spirit. I am to keep the good thing by the Spirit which dwells in us. It is the presence of the Spirit in a collective sense. The same Spirit that dwells in you dwells in me. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 28, p.318)
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Scripture references

Galatians 5 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage. [2] Behold, I, Paul, say to you, that if ye are circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. [3] And I witness again to every man [who is] circumcised, that he is debtor to do the whole law. …

2 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness;

Joshua 5:12 (JND) [12] And the manna ceased on the morrow, when they had eaten of the old corn of the land; and there was no more manna for the children of Israel; and they ate of the produce of the land of Canaan that year.

John 3:13 (JND) [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven.

Isaiah 7:15 (JND) [15] Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and to choose the good.
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