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THE LAMB OF GOD


Genesis 4:1-4; 22:4-14;  Exodus 12:1-14;  John 1:29-39

A.M.      My thoughts have been led to a verse in Revelation 21, “I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (v.9).  The Lamb’s wife would bear the characteristics of the One whose wife she is.  It says in Proverbs 31 as to the woman of worth that “Her husband is known in the gates” (v.23).  His characteristics must have been seen in His wife.  For this first reading we might nourish our souls on the Lamb of God, the One whom John the baptist saw and worshipfully drew attention to; “Behold the Lamb of God”.  That was a gospel preaching, “Behold the Lamb of God”; what an effect it had.  John first took account of Jesus as the One who “takes away the sin of the world”.  He spoke of the greatness of the Person, of who He is, marked out by heaven, but then he just calls attention to Jesus Himself, “Behold the Lamb of God”.  That was enough.  He did not tell anyone to follow Jesus, he drew attention to Him, and such was the attractiveness of the One he drew attention to that two disciples left John and followed Jesus.  

Now when we speak of the Lamb there are many suggestions that come to mind.  One is the attractiveness of who He is, and another thing that you can never forget when speaking of the Lamb is what is sacrificial.  So my mind turned to these Old Testament scriptures.  In Genesis 4, before there had been any question of the law and what should be presented to God, there was one man who had a deep sense in his soul that nothing was suited to God except that which came on the line of sacrifice.  He could not present to God the fruit of a cursed earth, it would be unacceptable; he could present to God only that which had been sacrificed in death and he brought the best, “the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat”.  He had an appreciation of what was suitable to God, because there is a divine standard, a standard that only one blessed Man has ever reached in fulness, and that One is acceptable to God.  In chapter 22 we have this very affecting scripture which speaks of the offering of the Lord Jesus Himself and what it meant, the tremendous sacrifice that it was.  It suggests to us what it meant to Him, but also what it meant to the Father.  Think of the steps of the Lord Jesus, in that pathway to which John called attention, looking at Jesus as He walked.  Think of that pathway going through the gospels.  It says, “they went both of them together”.  He was always in communion with the Father.  What it meant for the Father that the Lord Jesus would lay down His life; what it meant to the Lord that He would do it.  Isaac asks, “where is the sheep for a burnt-offering?”.  What a question that was; it really corresponds to Gethsemane, “where is the sheep …?”.  God had that One, His Lamb, “the Lamb of God”.  

In Exodus 12 the children of Israel were to take a lamb for each house.  This really was the beginning of their movements in faith.  They had been associated together as God’s people.  They knew that they had come from divinely appointed stock, we might say, and God had His eye upon them.  But here they are to appropriate the lamb for themselves, and as doing so they find that it becomes their way of escape.  It is the beginning of their movement out of bondage and the word is, as it were, ‘This is the starting point of your history, you are going to count your history from this point’.  We have a goal before us, every one of us, but our beginning is here, that we appropriate the Lord Jesus as the One who has shed His precious blood.  We do not get the efficacy of the blood of Jesus in Genesis, we get it in Exodus and Leviticus.  Here where they take it for themselves, we find that the blood is efficacious because God sees it.  These are the simple thoughts in mind; I trust the brethren can help develop them.

A.E.M.      The attractiveness of the lamb and the sacrificial side would cause our hearts to pause for a moment because what was most attractive had to be sacrificed.  You referred to what was beautiful in the sight of the Father, and we see that what was most attractive to Him had to be sacrificed.

A.M.      Yes, and as laying hold of that He becomes more attractive to us.  He says in John, “and I, if I be lifted up … will draw all to me”, John 12:32.  We see Him as the One who was lifted up; He is the One who made that tremendous sacrifice.  He was lifted up, and He becomes a point of attraction; He is attractive to us all, I believe, in this room.  We have been drawn to Him.

I.McK.      Is the primary valuation of the sacrifice what God thinks of it?  The wonderful thing is that Abel had something of that discernment.

A.M.      Yes, we see that in Genesis 4.  It almost appears as if Cain took the initiative.  “In process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground”, and somebody might say, ‘What a good thing to do’, but it was the fruit of the cursed earth.  But Abel had discernment, he knew what was suited to God.  It is not my standard that counts, it is God’s standard.

I.McK.      How can we come to a better appreciation of what God values?

A.M.      We need to occupy ourselves with the One He values, to feed our souls on Him.  We are exhorted to “dwell in the land, and feed on faithfulness”, Ps.37:3.  We must feed on Christ, feed on the One who is the standard.

D.J.W.      This reference to the fat is interesting.  It reminded me of Mr Darby’s comment that ‘the hand that struck the chord found all in tune’1.  There was a fulness about it.

A.M.      It is the best.  We find in Leviticus that God reserved the fat for Himself.  The children of Israel were not to eat it; God reserved the fat for Himself, He chose the best.  You might say, speaking very carefully, it was that which Jesus drew from the love of God.  Think of the life of Jesus; He drew constantly from His links with God.  Think, in that sense, of what was the best being seen in Him, what He drew from His God.

D.A.B.      What our brother said draws attention to what God said to Samuel, that God looks on the inward parts.  God does not look on the outward appearance, but on the inward.  When you speak of finding the Lord Jesus attractive, it is not only what might appear but what was inward as well.  So we would include His holy feelings and affections in what you are saying.

A.M.      Yes, Isaiah 53 would confirm that.  Naturally “there is no beauty that we should desire him” (v.2), and then that chapter goes on to develop the beautiful feelings of Jesus that were set out in Him in a sacrificial way.

D.A.B.      I have often thought that when the Lord Jesus said on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34), we see the inwards revealed.  There was nothing outward about that, it was how He felt.

A.M.      That is helpful.  That was not a legal request, it was His heart going out to His people on earth.  There at the point of their greatest wickedness, His heart went out to them and He said, “Father, forgive them”.

J.A.T.      Luke writes of “the Spirit of Jesus”, Acts 16:7.  The gospels speak about His soul, speaking of the inwards.  How precious!

A.M.      Yes, that is right.  It is difficult to know what we can say about such things, but it speaks about His spirit and His soul in relation to His sufferings.  He was oppressed in spirit and He says, “My soul is very sorrowful even unto death” (Matt.26:38); He felt it.  The sacrifice of Jesus was a sacrifice that involved feelings that to us are unfathomable, but He felt them.  There are things that we cannot measure, but He measured them.

P.J.W.      Does your first scripture typify for us the perfect consistency between the offerer and the offering?  It says, “Jehovah looked upon Abel, and on his offering”.  With Cain it was quite different, Cain was a murderer, but with the Lord Jesus it was absolute.

A.M.      Yes, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8:25.  How perfect He was.  In the offerings in Leviticus, the inwards were exposed and washing was needed, but with the Lord Jesus there was absolute perfection, nothing to be removed, nothing that needed any adjustment.  There was perfect consistency.

P.J.W.      Hebrews tell us that He offered Himself spotless to God (Heb.9:14).  Would that cover the whole of His life –His person and His feelings, His soul, His spirit?

A.M.      I am glad to hear you say that; it is right.  There was never a moment when that life was not devoted to God.  At the age of twelve we find it, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2:49.  Naturally speaking, men would say that He had His life before Him but He says, as it were, ‘This life is for God’.

Q.A.P.      There is a verse in Isaiah 53, “When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin” (v.10), showing the inward feelings of the Lord Jesus as being made sin.

A.M.      Yes, that is an extraordinary verse; it brings out the feelings of Jesus, what was due to God and what Jesus was going to secure; it brings out His greatness.  “When thou shalt make his soul” – expressing something of the feelings of Jesus – “an offering for sin” – that which was due to God – “he shall see a seed” – that is fruit secured, then – “he shall prolong his days” is His greatness.

Q.A.P.      I was thinking of that verse in Ephesians 4 as to “holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him” (v.15).  Is it particularly John’s presentation of the Person that has a bearing on our affections?

A.M.      Yes, and that is what draws us to Him.  A remark was made recently that the Father draws us to Christ by making Him attractive to us.  Think of the Father working in the hearts of the saints to make the Lord Jesus more attractive to us, and in that way He is drawing us to Him.  He draws us to Christ by making Him attractive to us.

D.J.W.      Going back to our brother’s reference to “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, was that the Lord really taking account of how His sacrifice affected the Father, how He felt that what was perfect was being offered but that man was rejecting it?

A.M.      He said that in the full knowledge of the Father’s disposition.  As well as saying that it was an expression of His own feelings, it was also an expression of the heart of God towards His people, and He was about to lay the basis on which that would be possible.  It is a wonderful expression of what the Father felt in relation to men.

R.D.P-r.      Do you have an impression as to why it is a lamb?  There were larger offerings in the sacrificial system, such as the bullock, but it is a lamb.

A.M.      I think it emphasises the attractiveness.  We do not find a bullock attractive – we see other features in the other offerings – but even naturally a lamb is attractive.  We see them in the fields and the energy of life is expressed in them and we are drawn to them.

R.D.P-r.      I just noticed that Abel’s occupation was a herder of small cattle, (Gen.4:2 note ‘c’) and I wondered whether it linked with the lowliness of the Man that was here.  There was the greatness of the Person, but the lowliness of what was presented in the lamb.

A.M.      That is good.  It takes my mind to Revelation 5 where John wept because none was found worthy to open the book (v.4).  It is one of the elders who says, “the lion which is of the tribe of Juda … has overcome” (v.5), and he looked and there was “a Lamb standing, as slain” (v.6).  It seems that John had not seen Him before; attention had to be drawn to Him.  There were these twenty-four elders, but he had not seen that there was a Lamb in the midst of them, standing as slain in lowliness, in submission; and John’s attention was drawn to the One who has everything in His hands.

A.J.McK.      Can you help us please as to how we get the divine view of the Lamb?  

A.M.      I do not think we get it through effort, I think we get the divine view in the divine presence.  In Psalm 73, Asaph says, as it were, ‘I do not understand why it is that wicked persons prosper, everything around is bad, and nobody is taking any notice of God’s word’.  Then he says, “Until I went into the sanctuaries of God” (v.17); there he saw a different view.  You get it in the divine presence.  

A.J.McK.      The beginning of that verse in Revelation is “Come here”, Rev.21:9.  John had to move in the Spirit, so I think what you say as to being in the divine presence is helpful because we will not get this in our own power.  Do we have to be with God to see what God sees?

A.M.      Yes.  I would say for the encouragement of one another that we know what it is to say our prayers, but that is not the same thing.  It is to be alone in God’s presence and just to ask Him for some impression of the glory of Christ; and not to get up then but just wait, linger in His presence.  Speak to Him of what you find in the Lord Jesus and you will find something comes into your heart that shows what He finds in Him.

D.A.B.      Mr A J Gardiner used to draw our attention to that verse in John’s gospel, “Every one that has heard from the Father himself, and learned of him, comes to me”, John 6:45.  He used to say it was good to ask the Father to tell you something that He found attractive in Jesus.  He said, He might tell you something you cannot find in your Bible but you have received it from the Father Himself.

A.M.      Yes, and it is real, it is not man’s imagination.  We must be careful about our imaginations, but to receive something from the Father Himself is very precious, and you cling to that, you hold it.

J.W.      We have to come to it that there is only one Man before God.  Eve thought she had a man in Cain, but when God looked upon Abel and his offering it was in the worth of the offering that He accepted Abel.  We are accepted in the worth of Christ, and nothing changes that before God.

A.M.      Is that not the significance to us of the burnt-offering?  It is our acceptance before God.  We cannot come to God as we think.  There is only one Man whom He has before Him, and we can only come to God in Him.  Our place before God is in Christ.

R.D.P.      As to what you said about the apprehension of Christ in the divine presence, David found that he was not to build the house.  It was a massive undertaking, he had devoted his whole life to it, but as he is before God, he says, “And is this the manner of man … ?”, 2 Sam.7:19.  He does not say, Is this the way it is to be.  Why does he bring in that thought of the manner of man at that point in that tremendous exercise?  It was in the presence of God and yet he fixes upon a man.

A.M.      God had spoken to him of Solomon, but do you think David had a sense that God had before Him a Man of a different order?  He was the one who was going to do it.  Although David had acquired all the material for the house, he accepted that God has His own plan; there is another Man before Him.

R.D.P.      It speaks here of Cain as he worked the ground.  You see that through Scripture.  God did not exactly condemn him here, but He looked at what was before his heart.  I was thinking of the working of the ground.  It was hard work, it was a cursed ground, but Cain was going to make something come out of it.  You go all through Scripture and you find there is the desire to add another kind of man to the things of God, where God has only one Man.

A.M.      Yes, and that characterised Cain’s subsequent history.  He went out from the presence of God (v.16); what a thing to do!  He built a city, and called it after his son as if to draw attention to what he had produced.  There was a line that followed Cain; it started with murder, it went on with entertainment and civilisation and moral laxity.  The whole thing comes out in the line of Cain (Jude:11).  God put an end to that, He has another Man before Him.

G.C.B.      You can see from the last words of David who was the real Man after God’s own heart (2 Sam.23:1).

A.M.      Yes, “he shall be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds; When from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth” (v.4).  What an impression David had of the One who was yet awaited, but we know Him.

A.E.M.      You can understand that both of them went together in that respect.  Our brother referred to it; God does not reject Cain, it just says, “he did not look”.  He “looked upon Abel, and on his offering”.  It was not that something else was being rejected, it was that what was there in Abel’s offering was satisfying.

A.M.      That is right.  In Genesis, every time something is offered to God it is a burnt-offering.  Now what God says to Cain is that there is another offering.  It is the same blessed Man.  He says, “If thou doest well, will not thy countenance look up with confidence? and if thou doest not well, sin” or ‘a sin-offering’2 “lieth at the door”.  God says, There is an offering I have provided for you.  But Cain went out, he went past the sin-offering, you might say he ignored it and he went his own way, and his own way ended in destruction.

P.J.W.      Abel offered the more excellent offering.  It does not say anything about Cain’s exactly; Abel’s was more excellent.

A.M.      Somebody might say, Does that not mean that Cain’s was excellent and Abel’s was more excellent?  It certainly does not!  Cain’s was totally unacceptable but Abel’s was not only excellent, it was superlative.

D.A.B.      In relation to what was quoted earlier, “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God” (Heb.9:14), it was once said of that verse, ‘And what did God do?  He made Him sin for us’.  So He was offered as a burnt-offering, but He became a sin-offering.

A.M.      That is right, and there are suggestions of that in Leviticus; “At the place where the burnt-offering is slaughtered shall the sin-offering be slaughtered before Jehovah”, Lev.6:25.

H.T.F.      We were reading Leviticus locally and we noticed in the offering for the leper in Leviticus 14 that there are three lambs first, and then when it is repeated for the poor there is one lamb.  The trespass-offering is emphasised.  I wondered if the preciousness of that comes home in what you say.

A.M.      That is good.  You used the word ‘preciousness’, and that is the word that Peter uses.  It is interesting that Paul does not refer to the Lord Jesus as ‘the Lamb’; John is the one who refers to Him in that way.  I do not think He is directly addressed using that title but He is referred to in that way.  But Peter draws the analogy, “precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish”, 1 Pet.1:19.  Somebody once said that you would scarcely get that in nature because if the animal had been in the field, it would have rubbed against a post or a fence and you would always find some defect.  But there was “a lamb without blemish” perfectly suited to God.

J.A.T.      Is that why, when in Pilate’s court, His perfection is drawn attention to?  “I find no fault whatever”, John 18:38?  It is repeated, and then when on the cross, amazingly and wonderfully, a freshly converted man can call attention to it in Jesus.  Then, of course, after His death and blood-shedding, one can say, “truly this man”, Matt.27:54.  God ensured that testimony, just at the point of the sacrifice.  Would that have some meaning?

A.M.      It would; there are those who are compelled to give a testimony.  You have quoted Pilate; there is no evidence of any work of God in that man, but he was compelled to give testimony.  The thief on the cross gave a much greater testimony.  The greatest testimony of all came even before that time, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.17:5.  That is God’s testimony to Christ.

G.McK.      There is a little detail here that these were the firstlings of his flock.  Would that help us in a practical way, that the first thing is what is for God?  These were the first that Abel had, and his first thought was this.  Does that have a practical application for us?

A.M.      I think so.  I suppose literally it was before they could come under any other influence.  He took the firstlings of the flock, they were the best, they were the freshest, you might say.  Nothing inferior could be offered.  What a contrast this is to what is spoken of in Malachi 1:7,8.  

G.McK.      I think it links with sacrifice.  If you think of the Lord’s life, that life was offered, as has been said already, all the way through.  The characteristic of that was the first thing; every day the first thing was what was for God.  If my life is on that line, then the first thing must be what is for God.  That is a life of sacrifice.

A.M.      It is indeed; every day, “morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isa.50:4.  Did Jesus need instruction “to succour by a word him that is weary”?  As a dependent Man, He relied entirely upon what He received from the Father.

D.J.W.      It is interesting in chapter 22 that it is a ram.  Does that link with your subject as to the Lamb’s wife?  She derived from Him.  The ram is a progenitive idea.  I was really thinking that His wife came out of His side.

A.M.      Yes, the ram is a mature thought.  In chapter 22 we find that the ram was God’s provision, and that is a blessed thing.  John called attention to Jesus as the Lamb of God, and Isaac asked, “where is the sheep …?”.  The footnote (f) tells us it relates to the lamb in Exodus 12, it is the same word.  Where is it?  God has provided His own Lamb.

P.J.W.      You made a comment as to Gethsemane; is that the ram caught in the thicket by its horns? 

A.M.      I was probably referring earlier to verse 8, but what you say would be true as well, that He was held there, held by the power of love.  I was thinking earlier that we have this suggestion in the end of verse 6, “they went both of them together”.  Abraham knew what was before them, but “they went both of them together”.  That is the life of Jesus.  Then Isaac said, “Behold the fire and the wood”.  He took account of it, “Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep … ?”.  It takes your mind to the Lord in the garden; “if it be possible” (Matt.26:39).  Abraham says, “God will provide himself with the sheep” and then it says again, “they went both of them together”.  Jesus rose up in Gethsemane, He accepted what was before Him from the Father, and you can say that They went both of Them together right to the cross.

J.W.      Does the typical teaching we have in this chapter as to Abraham and Isaac show the sacrifice the Father made? 

A.M.      Yes, and that is something we may not think too much about.  

J.W.      They both went together.  There is what Christ meant to the Father.  It brings out the love of the Father that He was prepared to sacrifice His Son, His very best.

A.M.      Yes, indeed.  In some ways, we get extraordinary touches of it in John’s gospel.  Jesus spoke about the Father’s love for Him.  “On this account my Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again … I have received this commandment of my Father”, John 10:17,18.  Then later in the gospel He anticipated it.  John does not give us the sufferings of Gethsemane like the other gospel writers do, but he gives us that cry from the lips of Jesus, “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour”.  The Father heard those words, “Father save me from his hour.  But on account of this have I come to this hour.  Father, glorify thy name”, John 12:27,28.  No wonder the Father loved Him.

R.J.F.      Had you any thought about Abraham here taking the wood and laying it on Isaac his son?  It seems very suggestive in relation to Abraham and his appreciation of the sacrifice.

A.M.      Generally in Scripture wood speaks of the character of manhood.  There was an order of man here in Jesus that was able to sustain what was laid upon Him; He was able to bear it.  He went forward, bearing all that had been laid upon him.  In John 1, we get “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father)” (v.14); there was the wood.  Later in the chapter there is the reference to the Lamb of God.

R.J.F.      I wondered if it brings out the Father’s appreciation of the life and the walk of the Lord.

A.M.      Yes, and They could walk together.  Here, Isaac was bearing the wood, but he walked together with Abraham.

G.J.R.      As to what Abraham sacrificed, Hebrews says as to him counting that God was able to raise Isaac, so Abraham received him in a figure.  You have quoted from John’s gospel, “I lay down my life that I may take it again … I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again”, John 10:17,18.  Could we consider with that, that in the death of the Lord Jesus the Father would no more have Christ in flesh and blood?  The life which Jesus enjoyed in flesh and blood He did not take again in resurrection.

A.M.      He is in a different condition now.  In Acts 8, the eunuch read, “his life is taken from the earth” (v.33).  In the New Testament, it does not say that Jesus was cut off from the land of the living, but His life was taken from the earth.  He is now in a new condition.  In chapter 9 we find that character of life among those whom the Lord could refer to as “me” – His saints.  There was an order of life which was not mere natural life but was manifested in Jesus.  He had been taken from the earth, He is exalted in heaven, but that character of life is to be seen in those whom He could identify with Himself, a very precious thing.

Q.A.P.      Paul speaks of the dying of Jesus and then the life also of Jesus being manifested in our body, and then in our mortal flesh (2 Cor.4:10,11).  Is there a continuation in the saints themselves?

A.M.      Yes.  In Exodus, they were to take it to themselves; it was a household matter.  Each one was to take a lamb, and they were to feed upon it; it was their way of escape to feed upon the lamb.  The blood was there upon the doorposts and on the lintel.  It was for the destroying angel to see, or for God to see, “when I see the blood”; so that this was the beginning of their spiritual history.

A.E.M.      Open up for us your emphasis on the household.

A.M.      Well, the order in which things are presented here is that first, in verse 3, it says, “Speak unto all the assembly”.  The typical work of redemption had not yet been accomplished.  Then it says each one for a house – households were to be secured.  God shows what was in His mind, but first and foremost in His mind was to be the assembly; for us, the Lamb’s wife.  That was to be secured, then households were to be secured, households held in relation to the One who suffered here and died, in which every one has an appreciation of Him, because finally it comes down to each individual as eating the passover.

D.J.W.      Does the fact that it says, “ye shall let none of it remain until the morning”, show it has to be maintained fresh.  The death of Christ is not to be historical.

A.M.      No, it is not, and yesterday’s impressions are not necessarily what is needed for today.  We need something fresh every morning.  You see the importance of reading the Scriptures every morning.  To start with, it may only be a few verses, but read them; there is nothing like the Scriptures.  You get something even if you read just a few verses.  It is far better than reading the newspaper in the morning; turn to the Scriptures and get something from heaven before you start, because Satan would provide all manner of other things to fill your mind.

R.D.P-r.      Does that make it your lamb?  It will never be our lamb if we have not been occupied with God’s love.

A.M.      Yes, that is right.  You take it for yourself.

J.W.      There are two things prominent here.  One is the blood, what God takes account of, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”; that is shelter from judgment.  But then there is the appropriation of the lamb roast with fire, which we have to do; it is our side of the matter.  I wondered if you could say something about those two sides.

A.M.      They are both essential.  We begin with shelter by the blood.  It says of Moses that “By faith he celebrated the passover” (Heb.11:28); the faith is not attributed to the children of Israel, it is attributed to Moses.  If the children of Israel were to be restful at all in these circumstances, they had to have faith and absolute confidence in God’s word and in the blood.  The blood of Jesus has laid the moral basis for God for everything, for the securing of all that will be for His pleasure and for the removal of all that is not for His pleasure.  It is all based on the blood of Jesus and in faith we come under the shelter of that, but as we appreciate that, we begin to feed on the One whose blood it was.  It is in the feeding upon Him that there is formation.

R.D.P.      In thinking of these scriptures, the first two view this subject objectively, but this is subjective, is it not?  There is nothing about eating the firstlings of the flock or partaking of the ram, rather it is the distinctiveness of what was there, but here this lamb was to become part of them.

A.M.      Yes, this passage starts, “let them take themselves”, and Moses lays hold of that when he passes it on, “Seize and take yourselves lambs” (v.21); he says, take it for yourself and feed upon it.  We can never be formed after Christ without feeding upon Him.  It is a very simple thing, and it is a practical thing, but how easily we overlook it.

R.D.P.      The appreciation of what Christ is, what He is to God, forms part of our salvation, and God accepts that in the greatness of the acceptance of it.  But as you say, formation and involvement in His testimony involves the partaking of it.

A.M.      Yes, and let us all remember that.  There is so much that we can feed upon.  We have spoken about the characteristics of Cain’s world, and they are the characteristics that mark the world today.  Murder, entertainment, civilization, independence of God – they mark the world today, and are presented as food for the mind.  Wherever you go, you see things that you would rather not see; even if you go into a shop, you hear things you would rather not hear.  You are bombarded with Cain’s world and it is all coming under judgment, but in contrast to that you take for yourself a lamb.  You take it for yourself and feed upon Him, the One who has actually shed His precious blood to preserve you from the judgment that is coming on this world.

I.McK.      I was thinking about the doorposts and the lintel.  Is it a public thing?  It is on the outside of the house.  Primarily it was for God to see but there was something for each household to put there.  Their households had already been distinguished when there was the plague of the darkness.  It says there was light in the dwellings of the Israelites, but the blood is almost a crowning touch on each household.

A.M.      The Israelites were going to pass through that doorway just once.  The blood was there on the doorposts and the lintel; they were going to celebrate the passover and then they would go.  They were not staying.  Think of that scene in Egypt, a country that was filled with great sorrow and grief.  The Egyptians would find empty houses, and there would be blood on the doorposts.  Israel’s salvation was the blood. 

J.A.T.      It is the song of the redeemed.  They would all be intelligent about how their redemption came about.  Do you think we grow in that?  

A.M.      Yes.  Some of us are getting older, the next generations are coming on, and what do they see?  The young people look at us; do they see someone who has been nourished by feeding upon the Lamb?  Do they see that formation?

J.A.T.      The lamb would suggest dependence.  It was a very attractive thing when they were in the houses, but with Jesus it was utter dependence and perhaps one of the most affecting, if not the most affecting, psalm is Psalm 22 where it enters straight upon His cries on the cross.  All He had was His God; He cries to God.  The onlookers said that He was crying to someone else, but no, He was God’s only One.  I think that comes out in Scripture, He was His only One and He did not defer or change, it was His dependence on His God.

A.M.      Psalms 22, 23 and 24 form one section, and after the psalm you refer to He says in type, “Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want”, Ps.23:1.

J.W.      They were to eat it with their loins girded, “and your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand”.  They were to leave Egypt.  Do you think the feeding on the lamb is to give them a constitution to leave Egypt, to leave the world?  You spoke of the world and what it is, but morally we have to leave it, and I wondered if the feeding on the passover lamb would give us the constitution for that.

A.M.      I think so.  Our hymn reminded us that soon we are actually going to leave it; but I am glad of what you say, that morally we have to leave it.  We are passing through this scene; we do not belong here.  Moses, who received this word, spoke of himself as a stranger and a sojourner in a foreign land (Exod.2:22).  Well, that is a believer going through the world; we are strangers in a strange land.

T.J.H.      Do you have an impression about a household being too small for a lamb?  The Lord Jesus says to us all, This do in remembrance of Me.  I may say, I cannot because of this and because of that, but the Lord does not present to me a glorious impossibility.  There is some way in which we can come through, there was provision here if the household was too small.  

A.M.      One thing I would say is that the thought of the household is retained.  It does not say, if your household is too small for a lamb then some of you go to one place and some go to another.  No, it is maintaining the standard, the thought of the household.  Maybe our measure is small, but let us share what we have.  I have the impression that when we speak of measure, the thought is that it should filled.  We may have used the thought of measure as an excuse – I am not able for this, my measure is too small.  But the thought of measure is that you fill it, and as you fill it, it grows.

A.J.McK.  There is no thought of what is taken being diminished.  It says, “take it”; that is the lamb.  There is no thought of reduction in what is to be appropriated.

A.M.      No, that is right, and it is a complete thought.  We must retain God’s full thoughts in mind.  Let us keep divine thoughts in their fulness in our minds; let us treasure them.  Let us always pursue what is normal, what God has in mind, God’s purpose.  Keep to God’s purpose.  The enemy would seek to say, That does not apply today, but it does.  Divine thoughts apply right through the dispensation, and let us treasure them.

R.J.F.      Had you any thought about the enduring character of the blood of the lamb?  We speak about eating the flesh and appropriation, but the blood was to be taken, and Moses in his instruction gives a little more detail.  It was to be handled by the household, put on the doorposts and the lintel.  The flesh was to be eaten, and they were to eat it in haste, but the blood was already there on the doorposts and the lintel, and the last thing that the children of Israel would see as they left their houses would be the blood on the doorposts and the lintel.  Is there the suggestion of the enduring character of the blood of the lamb?

A.M.      Yes, the life is in the blood, and that life has been laid down.  The blood is the lasting testimony to it.  It goes right through the Scriptures into Revelation, “and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation”, Rev.5:9.  It has a great part in the Pentateuch.  In Exodus 24, the people are sprinkled by the blood.  Eventually you find that the whole tabernacle system is sprinkled by the blood.  It speaks of the way everything has been secured; the whole universe has been secured for God on the basis of redemption through the shedding of the blood of Jesus.

R.D.P.      Would the household suggest our living conditions?  This was to affect them in all the conditions of their lives, in the way that it worked out.  It is not just for Lord’s day, it was the whole of their living conditions.

A.M.      That is good.  You may visit an old soul in a home, one who does not have a house, but you see a Bible on the table, and when they read, that is what they turn to.  You do not have to get to your nineties to come to that – it is the normal occupation of a believer.  Do we all really find pleasure in reading the Bible?  Would you pick it up for enjoyment?  You may read a few verses in the morning because you know that that is the right thing to do, but you get a taste for it, you have to do with the Lord and you get a taste for divine things.  You get to a point where, if you have ten minutes to spare, you pick up your Bible and you start reading it because you enjoy reading it.  You enjoy reading about the Lord Jesus and about divine things and what He has done.

G.C.B.      We ask the Holy Spirit where we should read.  You might pick up your Bible and start at the beginning of 1 Chronicles and think, This is too deep for me, but the Holy Spirit would lead us to something that will lead to great profit.

A.M.      Yes, He would, and even if you did read the first nine chapters of 1 Chronicles, the Holy Spirit would bring to light the gems that are to be found there.  There are lists of names but there are little gems among them.  The Spirit would bring them to your attention, and as you say, He would guide you where to read.

J.W.      I was thinking of the reference to the households.  Later when Moses speaks of the passover to the children of Israel, he refers to the fact that “when your children shall say to you, What mean ye by this service?” (v.26), the emphasis is on the houses.  It says, “Jehovah … passed over the houses of the children of Israel … when he … delivered our houses”.  It seems the emphasis is on the houses being saved and delivered from Egypt.

A.M.      That was developed in Paul’s ministry.  In the early days of the church, the gospel went out to individuals, but then as Paul travelled and he came into Europe, not only were individuals being secured but households were being secured.  It is a great thing that there are households which are held, and we desire that all of our households should be held, in relation to the Lamb, the One who has suffered here and been rejected by the world.  He has suffered and passed out of the world, and there are households that treasure His name.

J.W.      What does the holding of this passover in our houses mean?  Was it the holding of it in the houses that caused the children to ask?  If anything goes on in our houses like that, it would cause the children to enquire.

A.M.      Speaking as a son, when you want to know why things are said, you ask, Why is that so?  That is what the children are asking here, “What mean ye by this”.  They would ask later about the stones out of the Jordan, What does it mean?  It is good to enquire in the house.

J.W.      This was a feast that had to be maintained, and was maintained.  It was first in Egypt, then in the wilderness and in the land.  It is a thing to be maintained in our households where Christ is cherished, where the sacrifice of Christ is valued and spoken about.

A.M.      Yes, the conversation in the house is important, and it is interesting to note that when the feasts began to lapse, the children of Israel went into captivity.

D.A.B.      What our brother is saying shows how things are preserved from change.  Is there a right kind of conservatism about God’s things?  You are speaking about what you might have heard your father say about the Lamb of God; I can imagine it.  If you had had children, you would have said the same thing.  I have had that privilege, and now I hear my daughter saying the same things again.  Is that how the appreciation of these things is maintained?

A.M.      Yes; "Tell it to the generation following”, Ps.48:13.

R.D.P-r.      Would Abraham be an example in relation to his household?  God said, “I know him that he will command his children and his household after him” (Gen.18:19).  Isaac said, “where is the sheep … ?”, so there must have been something characteristic in Abraham’s household about the sacrifice of a burnt-offering.  Isaac would have known that there should be a lamb.

A.M.      Yes.  What could we offer to God?  Isaac would have had instruction.  Abraham dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, and Isaac would have been learning from his instruction, from the conversation going on in the house.

R.D.P-r.      And then he would have to remove what was contrary to the Lamb of God, in that sense, “Cast out this handmaid and her son” (Gen.21:10), because the Lamb of God had to have pre-eminence in the house.

A.M.      That is right.  There was one who was mocking, a sorry feature to find, and that element has to go.  But there is another kind of Man; Isaac is a heavenly man.

R.D.P.      There is a reference not only to the household but to the whole assembly of Israel.  This was hundreds of households, and yet the whole assembly was to kill it.  There is a mysterious link between this multitudinous array of households and the whole assembly of Israel.  Is that an important thing, that the whole assembly should kill it between the two evenings?  Literally that would have involved many, many households, but it was the whole assembly that did it.  There was a conformity and it belonged to the whole.

A.M.      Yes.  There could have been up to two million people involved; how many households there were, but it is not looked at like that.  There is a footnote there (‘a’); the assembly as a moral whole, a corporate person before God.  Now that is what God had in mind in calling out these people.  Right from the outset when He called them out, He had in mind that He would have a corporate being, and that is what the assembly is.  It is composed of believers, but it is an entity in itself.

R.D.P.      It was “let my son go”.  As you say, two million people, hundreds and hundreds of households, some of them small, some of them large, but it was “my son”.
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Scripture references

Genesis 4:1-4 (JND) [1] And Man knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bore Cain, and said, I have acquired a man with Jehovah. [2] And she further bore his brother Abel. And Abel was a shepherd, but Cain was a husbandman. [3] And in process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to Jehovah. [4] And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat. And Jehovah looked upon Abel, and on his offering;

Genesis 22:4-14 (JND) [4] On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. [5] And Abraham said to his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together. [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together. [9] And they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built the altar there, and piled the wood; and he bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. [10] And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slaughter his son. [11] And the Angel of Jehovah called to him from the heavens, and said, Abraham, Abraham! And he said, Here am I. [12] And he said, Stretch not out thy hand against the lad, neither do anything to him; for now I know that thou fearest God, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only [son], from me. [13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt-offering instead of his son. [14] And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh; as it is said at the present day, On the mount of Jehovah will be provided.

Exodus 12:1-14 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards. [10] And ye shall let none of it remain until the morning; and what remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. [11] And thus shall ye eat it: your loins shall be girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is Jehovah's passover. [12] And I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. …

John 1:29-39 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God. [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Genesis 4 (JND) [1] And Man knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bore Cain, and said, I have acquired a man with Jehovah. [2] And she further bore his brother Abel. And Abel was a shepherd, but Cain was a husbandman. [3] And in process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to Jehovah. …

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

John 12:32 (JND) [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

Genesis 4 (JND) [1] And Man knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bore Cain, and said, I have acquired a man with Jehovah. [2] And she further bore his brother Abel. And Abel was a shepherd, but Cain was a husbandman. [3] And in process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to Jehovah. …

Psalms 37:3 (JND) [3] Confide in Jehovah, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on faithfulness;

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Acts 16:7 (JND) [7] having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them;

Matthew 26:38 (JND) [38] Then he says to them, My soul is very sorrowful even unto death; remain here and watch with me.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Genesis 4:2 (JND) [2] And she further bore his brother Abel. And Abel was a shepherd, but Cain was a husbandman.

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

John 6:45 (JND) [45] It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every one that has heard from the Father [himself], and has learned [of him], comes to me;

John 6:45 (JND) [45] It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every one that has heard from the Father [himself], and has learned [of him], comes to me;

2 Samuel 7:19 (JND) [19] And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah?

2 Samuel 23:1 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith,

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Leviticus 6:25 (JND) [25] Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin-offering. At the place where the burnt-offering is slaughtered shall the sin-offering be slaughtered before Jehovah: it is most holy.

Leviticus 14 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: he shall be brought unto the priest, [3] and the priest shall go out of the camp; and when the priest looketh, and behold, the sore of leprosy is healed in the leper, …

1 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ,

John 18:38 (JND) [38] Pilate says to him, What is truth? And having said this he went out again to the Jews, and says to them, I find no fault whatever in him.

Matthew 27:54 (JND) [54] But the centurion, and they who were with him on guard over Jesus, seeing the earthquake and the things that took place, feared greatly, saying, Truly this [man] was Son of God.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Malachi 1:7-8 (JND) [7] Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of Jehovah is contemptible. [8] And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Present it now unto thy governor: will he be pleased with thee? or will he accept thy person? saith Jehovah of hosts.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 12:27-28 (JND) [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify [it] again.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

2 Corinthians 4:10-11 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body; [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh;

Hebrews 11:28 (JND) [28] By faith he celebrated the passover and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

Psalms 24 (JND) [1] {Of David. A Psalm.} The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. [2] For it was he that founded it upon seas, and established it upon floods. [3] Who shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah? and who shall stand in his holy place? …

Psalms 23:1 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want.

Exodus 2:22 (JND) [22] And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom; for he said, I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.

Revelation 5:9 (JND) [9] And they sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open its seals; because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation,

Exodus 24 (JND) [1] And he said to Moses, Go up to Jehovah, thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship afar off. [2] And let Moses alone come near Jehovah; but they shall not come near; neither shall the people go up with him. [3] And Moses came and told the people all the words of Jehovah, and all the judgments; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words that Jehovah has said will we do! …

Psalms 48:13 (JND) [13] Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces: that ye may tell it to the generation following.

Genesis 18:19 (JND) [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him.

Genesis 21:10 (JND) [10] And she said to Abraham, Cast out this handmaid and her son; for the son of this handmaid shall not inherit with my son with Isaac.
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