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JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME


Hebrews 13:8

This scripture, beloved, has been much on my mind and heart today and the hymn that our brother has given out seemed to confirm me in bringing it forward at this time.   

What a comfort it is to know this glorious Man, Jesus Christ.  This is not so much the assertion of who He is in His Person, the One “who is over all, God blessed for ever” (Rom.9:5), the One of whom, as to His Person, it could be said that He is the One “who is, and who was, and who is to come”, Rev.1:4.  But the order here is “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come”.  

Yesterday would cover a period of time.  What a time it was, the “yesterday” of Jesus – that precious life here and all that was seen in it, all that He was in the revelation of God, all that He was in the display of the grace and love of God to man.  How that yesterday came to an end: who could say much as to what that was, the closing up of that life.  All of our lives are closed through the weakness and frailty of the condition in which we are, but He laid down His life in order that He might take it again.  What that involved for Him, that death.  As one could say, ‘for Him death was death.  Man’s utter weakness, Satan’s extreme power … all dark, without one ray of light even from God’1.  What can we say?  We are here because of that yesterday.  How could we be here apart from the close of that “yesterday”?

But oh the wonder of it, that was not the end.  His yesterday was not the end, “yesterday, and to-day”.  How wonderful, beloved, that we can have a living link with this glorious Man today.  What an extended period that has been, the “to-day”.  How soon it will end, we do not know.  We might say it could be today, but what a period it has been when the Holy Spirit has come and the assembly is here and the Lord Jesus is to be known as in relation to His body at the present time.  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day”; all that love, all those feelings that were expressed in His yesterday are expressed today.  What a comfort that is to us in our weaknesses.  As it says also in this epistle, “For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities”, Heb.4:15.  What a comfort is this glorious “today” in its application to us.  We can think of the feelings that were expressed in His yesterday, but He is still the same, “yesterday, and to-day”.

Then, “and to the ages to come”.  How wonderful that time when “we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”, 1 John 3:2.  We shall no longer need the Lord as a Saviour.  His last act as our Saviour will be when He comes to change these bodies, our bodies “of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”, Phil.3:21.  We shall be saved even out of the mortal condition to be with Him forever, “to the ages to come”. 

I will say no more, beloved, but it was just that I felt, as pondering this for some time today and our brother’s hymn so related to it, I should bring it forward that we might all have some impression of the glory of this blessed One, some impression of what He is to us.  I know not the troubles and the pressures that are upon every one of us here.  May it be a comfort to you, dear brother and sister, that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day”, and as we have this appreciation of Him, may it stimulate us in relation to our present answer to Him.  Surely we would be stimulated to answer to that blessed desire of His to remember Him in the time of His absence, in view of the time when we will be manifested with Him in glory and shall be with Him forever.  

May the Lord bless the word.  

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

David J Hutson 

 

 

THE CROSS OF JESUS

John 3:13-17; 8:28-30; 12:31-36

These three scriptures centre on the cross, the cross of Jesus, where our Saviour suffered “the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Pet.3:18.  Maybe the greatest spectacle the world ever witnessed was the cross.  Paul speaks of “the scandal of the cross” (Gal.5:11); it was the last view this poor world had of the Saviour. 

I do not say that it was the greatest event in the history of the world.  Maybe that was at Bethlehem:

‘God manifest in flesh’.

We sang that today:

‘O wonder of His universe’      (Hymn 400)

That God, being who He is in the inscrutability of His being, should deign to come into time, into the very scene which His hands had made, would surely be the most wonderful event that could happen in the universe.  He came as a Babe, touching humanity as a Babe.  He grew up a Child, a Man.  Oh the wonder of the fact that He became a Man, to win men.  Maybe the largest family will be the babes; He touched humanity at that point.  There will be a perfect reflection – if that is the right word – of that wonderful humanity in those many families named of the Father.  Jesus did not come, as men would have thought, as Creator of the universe.  What could men have done to provide a suitable entrance for such a Person?  He was laid in swaddling clothes in a manger.  We sang, “Lowly Saviour!” (Hymn 414).

Wonderful as that is, I want to speak of His cross, because He came to die.  There was nothing in Him that was worthy of death; He was absolutely and intrinsically perfect.  He came to save others: He “came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim.1:15) like myself and yourself.  Study the scriptures; you find out the reasons why Jesus came – that is one of them.  The writer of that epistle says that the word is “worthy of all acceptation”, 1 Tim.1:15.  That is why we preach; the word is worthy to be accepted.  It is more than that; it is urgent that it be accepted!  It is folly not to accept it, that He came into the world to save sinners.  All are sinners, without any exception; every person here.  Every man, woman and child in the world needs a Saviour, and He came into the world to save sinners, to seek and to save that which was lost.  Think of Him seeking persons.  He is seeking you now, my friend.  You may not understand, but the atmosphere of this meeting should make it hard for you not to get saved.  Oh, come!  That is His word: “come”.  It is the acceptable time, it is the day of salvation! 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and in coming, He commended God’s love to sinners.  Think of Him commending the love of God to us in His every action, every word.  He said, speaking of the Father, “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”.  How fully He represented God, commending His love to us: “we being still sinners, Christ has died for us”, Rom.5:8.  

Let me pause.  Is there someone here still a sinner?  God is commending His love to you.  He has met the whole question of your need, your sins.  He has met everything in Jesus.  What He is saying to you is, do not remain still a sinner.  Come into the wealth and the fulness and the blessedness of the love of God.  It is a wonderful thing to be a Christian.  It is a wonderful thing to have your faith in a risen Man.  He came into the world to seek and to save that which is lost (Luke 19:10).  

I want to speak of the cross.  These scriptures centre on the cross.  “Thus must the Son of man be lifted up” – a divine necessity.  It says that He must be lifted up.  Why must He be lifted up?  Because sin had come into the world.  By one man’s disobedience, sin came into the world.  It did not begin in the world; it does not say that.  It came into the world, but then it says, “so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous”, Rom.5:19.  Oh to get some impress, beloved hearers, of the divine necessity of providing a way through, a way out, a way of deliverance, a way of safety and salvation!

Jesus went by way of the cross, in obedience to the will of Another.  We thought of it this morning as we broke the bread: “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  All the holy feelings of His humanity were there, recoiling from what was involved in being made sin for us.  “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteous in him”, 2 Cor.5:21.  Would He be diverted?  The devil would have diverted Him.  In Gethsemane the enemy brought all the terrors of death to bear upon Him, to divert Him from the path of obedience, but He was not diverted.  Oh, where would we have been, any one of us, if He had been diverted?  He could have gone back alone, but He would not go back alone.  He belonged to heaven – a Man out of heaven, whom the heavens must receive (Acts 3:21), but He did not go back alone.  He went into death for you and me, providing, through His precious blood, the ground, the basis, the foundation of divine righteousness upon which you can be saved and blessed, and brought into the wealth of divine affections.

I would like to dwell on this for a moment: “thus must the Son of man be lifted up”.  Who paid the cost?  He did; it was Jesus who died.  We said in the reading that God spared not His own Son: “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son”, Rom.8:32.  The unfolding of the counsel of God was involved in the cross.  Think of what it meant for God when He lay there those three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  We could not penetrate what those three hours on the cross meant.  Darkness covered the whole earth.  It was not an eclipse: the very sun would not shine on that scene – the awfulness of it!  The hymn says,

‘Earth shuddered as He died’      (Hymn 13).

That would be the earthquake.  Those may be physical things, but no human could penetrate the awfulness of the forsaking.  It remains in its own inscrutability.  We can ponder it worshipfully, when Jesus was made sin who knew no sin, that we should become God’s righteousness in Him.  Alive on the cross He bore our sins: what a wonderful thing!  That was the divine necessity, that there should be a basis for your forgiveness and for your blessing.

Well, my friend, be sure you are saved.  Do not remain in any doubt, there is no need for it.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”, Acts 16:31.  God keeps His promises!  That is an unconditional one.  Confess Him to be your Lord and you will be saved here.  Salvation up there will be a wonderful thing; you rest on the blood of Jesus.  Scripture says that the blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanses from all sin (1 John 1:7).  

Someone might say, ‘You do not know my history’.  God does!  You do not know mine, but God does and did, and met it all.  Do not carry your burden any longer.  Some of us remember our younger days, and how we did try to carry that burden.  Only come to the cross and see the burden-bearer hanging there, the Sufferer, saying of those who murdered him, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  You can be relieved of the awful burden of your sins by simple faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  To retain the burden would be folly.  The Lord had to say to certain Jews that they would die in their sins.  You can hardly think of anything more awful – “ye shall die in your sins”, John 8:24.  It was so unnecessary; there was the Saviour of the world and they refused him.  

At the final great tribunal, the books will be opened.  God keeps His records with infinite accuracy, and those that stand there will be the fearful and the unbelievers, implying they have had the gospel, they have had the message, but they did not believe it.  Hell was not made for man, it was made for the devil and his angels.  There is no need for anyone to go there.  Come to Jesus!  Come to the cross!  See that He has taken the burden and borne it.  Think of Him bearing our sins in His body.  It is beyond explanation, but He did it.  The full weight of the judgment of God that should have fallen on me fell on Him.  Oh what a Saviour to trust, to come to, and find that He takes that burden away and gives you the joy of believing.  He could say to that woman, “Thy faith has saved thee”, Luke 7:50.  Have you faith to be saved?  It is faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and He says, “Go in peace”.  

I trust that will be the portion of someone here today.  My plea is: do not struggle with your burden a moment longer, and do not put it off a moment longer.  Even men say procrastination is the thief of time.  Now is the accepted time.  The Saviour hung there, a divine necessity, a divine intervention to meet that need of man.  The blood is on the mercy-seat.  Put your trust in Him on the ground of His infinite and sovereign mercy.  He will relieve you of your burden.  Forgiveness of sins is through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  By putting your trust in Him, you will receive forgiveness of sins.  This is what God offers you in the glad tidings.

The second scripture also alludes to the cross, to what men did; “When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man”.  Think of what men did, what wicked hands did, when they crucified the Lord of glory.  Even if we thought of it in human terms, never was there an hour of greater folly.  They chose a murderer, one marked by violence and sedition, and the world is full of it.  Peter says, “the originator of life ye slew”, Acts 3:15.  Think of what men did!  We were all involved.  You might say, ‘We were not there’, but I think that the whole creation was involved in the crucifixion of Jesus, and His death was the death of the cross.  You wonder at it; “and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:8.  We know He came to die, but it almost implies that it went beyond what was envisaged when it says “and that the death of the cross”.  The cruellest death that men could devise was meted out to the Saviour of the world.  

Many stood around that cross.  Some were His lovers: I suggest you join them.  What a scene that was!  Some taunted Him; “He saved others; himself he cannot save … let him descend now from the cross and we will believe on him”, Matt.27:42.  Think of those who taunted; do not join them or the mockers either.  Join the lovers, join the saved of Jesus Christ.  God allowed what men did to bring out the intrinsic worth of what was involved in that stoop, even unto death.  God answered it in the power of resurrection, and has “granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”, Phil.2:9.  

There is never a happier day in your life than when you bow your knee to Jesus.  Persons who submit themselves to the claims of divine love are happy persons.  You have your need, but there is a divine need too.  It says that “he must needs pass through Samaria”.  Then Jesus says, “Give me to drink”, John 4:7.  Have you ever thought that there is a divine need?  Oh that there should be some answer to the longings of the Saviour’s heart.  He went that way for you and for me.  His cry was for the forgiveness of His tormentors.  What men did stands unchanged, and will not be changed until He comes in His glory.  Are we looking for it?  At any moment He will appear in glory. There will be those who will look on Him whom they pierced (John 19:37).  But I want to suggest that you join the lovers of Jesus.  Be sure your sins are forgiven, your history finished.  Oh, come to the Saviour!  Your sins will never, ever come up again; they are washed away, blotted out, never to reappear.  What a relief!

‘O come to the Saviour, He’s calling today;

   How long wilt thou linger?  His voice now obey.’

(Hymn 324).

Obey it now!  

Now I want to come to what the Lord Jesus says Himself about the cross.  He says in chapter 12, “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”.  What does this mean?  It means that He, the Sufferer, becomes the mighty power of attraction, as lifted up out of the earth.  His burial, of course, involves the three days and three nights in the heart of the earth: who can explain that?  We worshipfully take account of all that was involved in that vicarious work.  “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”; it is the power of attraction of a Saviour lifted up out of the earth.  Will you not come to Him?  How many have come to Him, how many have been attracted by that blessed Man who was lifted up out of the earth.  Think of the holy myriads that have been secured through the lifting up of the Son of God.  So believe on Him.

That is all I want to say.  I just want to leave that simple word – come to the cross, come to the Saviour.  God has made the provision.  It is perfect; you cannot add to it, you cannot take from it.  Perfect efficacy has been secured in the blood of Jesus.  What men did, the awfulness of the crucifixion, humbles us, but God has used it; He is above it all.  The Lord said, “I, if I be lifted up … will draw all to me”.  May we be drawn to Him!  Oh beloved, let these meetings result in a fresh deepening commitment to “him who loves us and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father”, Rev.1:5,6.

Gospel preached at three day meetings in Grangemouth

19 May 1991

 

 

Brian M Deck

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Revelation 1:4 (JND) [4] John to the seven assemblies which [are] in Asia: Grace to you and peace from [him] who is, and who was, and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits which [are] before his throne;

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

John 3:13-17 (JND) [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal. [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal. [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him.

John 8:28-30 (JND) [28] Jesus therefore said to them, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am [he], and [that] I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things. [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him. [30] As he spoke these things many believed on him.

John 12:31-36 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. [33] But this he said signifying by what death he was about to die. [34] The crowd answered him, We have heard out of the law that the Christ abides for ever; and how sayest thou that the Son of man must be lifted up? Who *is* this, the Son of man? [35] Jesus therefore said to them, Yet a little while is the light amongst you. Walk while ye have the light, that darkness may not overtake you. And he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. [36] While ye have the light, believe in the light, that ye may become sons of light. Jesus said these things, and going away hid himself from them.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Galatians 5:11 (JND) [11] But *I*, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why am I yet persecuted? Then the scandal of the cross has been done away.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

Luke 19:10 (JND) [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

Romans 5:19 (JND) [19] For as indeed by the disobedience of the one man the many have been constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Acts 16:31 (JND) [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

John 8:24 (JND) [24] I said therefore to you, that ye shall die in your sins; for unless ye shall believe that I am [he], ye shall die in your sins.

Luke 7:50 (JND) [50] And he said to the woman, Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.

Acts 3:15 (JND) [15] but the originator of life ye slew, whom God raised from among [the] dead, whereof *we* are witnesses.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Matthew 27:42 (JND) [42] He saved others, himself he cannot save. He is King of Israel: let him descend now from the cross, and we will believe on him.

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

John 4:7 (JND) [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink

John 19:37 (JND) [37] And again another scripture says, They shall look on him whom they pierced.

Revelation 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.



THE SUFFERINGS OF THE LORD JESUS


Isaiah 53:1-3,7-10; Psalm 41:7,9;  Lamentations 1:12;

Mark 15:33,34

It will be evident that what I would like to speak about tonight is the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, a very affecting subject and also a very holy one.  The prophecy of Isaiah was written several thousand years ago.  Isaiah was a prophet and he went through a long period of the testimony of God in relation to Israel on the earth; but in the writings of Isaiah he looked on to the time when Christ would reign on the earth.  He looked forward to God’s Man, Jesus, and he looked forward to all that He was going to do for God and for men that could be done by no other.  Isaiah looked forward to all of that; and one of the things that he foresaw when he was writing his prophecy was, not just the perfection of Jesus and what He was going to be for God, he also foresaw the extent of the sufferings that Jesus was going to suffer from the hand of His God to bring men to God.  It is because Jesus suffered and died for you that there is a preaching today, and that there is salvation offered to men today.  It is remarkable when you think about it, and when you read, particularly at the beginning of Luke’s gospel, of the birth of Jesus and the light that shone from God when Jesus came to the earth.  It says that “all the sons of God shouted for joy” (Job.38:7), and the heavenly host said that there would be “on earth peace, good pleasure in men”, Luke 2:14.  That could never have been said before Jesus came.  To an extent, God had delight in certain persons before that, but He could never have full confidence in any other man, because every man before Jesus had failed somehow.  Starting from Adam and working all the way to the time of Jesus, every man failed somehow.  

But when Jesus came into this scene, God for the first time had in a Man what was absolutely perfect.  It says in relation to the Lord Jesus that He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners” (Heb.7:26), all of those moral features.  What a delight that was to God;  He had never had a man before of whom all those things could be said, but they could be said of Jesus.  So God’s Man was to come into the world, and that is what we read of in the beginning of Isaiah.  The prophet says, “Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed?”.  Isaiah was writing this at a time when there was departure in Israel from the God who had saved them.  In this day in which we live, you see how far men are away from God.  You see how many things there are out in the world which show that.  If you read the newspaper, you see how far men have departed from the God who would save them.  Has it stopped God desiring to save them?  No, categorically not.  I do not know if you are saved, I do not know how many gospels you have sat under.  What I do know is that the God who saved me can save you, and the God who saved me would save you.  All you have to do is believe, and come under the shelter of the blood of His Son.  

So here in Isaiah it says, “Who hath believed our report? … For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground”.  That was what God saw, you know.  That was what God saw in Jesus.  He saw One who would “grow up before him as a tender sapling”.  The Lord was a real man.  He came here as a Babe, wrapped in swaddling-clothes; there were those who found Him in a manger (Luke 2:7,12).  That shows the reality of the manhood of Jesus, and He grew up before the eyes of His God.  What a wonderful thing for God to see Jesus literally growing up from a babe to a boy of twelve, and then to a man of thirty.  At that time, when He was thirty years old, He started out on His public pathway leading to the cross.  What a Man for God; “he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground”.

But then the context of the scripture changes and it says, “he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him”.  You know, Jesus was a lowly man amongst men; He did not come with all the pomp and the majesty that He merited in His own Person.  He came in as a lowly Man amongst men to save the very men He was among.  What a glorious Saviour Jesus is!  It says, “He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom men hide their faces; – despised, and we esteemed him not”.  That is a sobering thing.  As you look at the life of Jesus, at what it was upon the earth, you see how much He suffered.  You think of what it was when He went amongst men, despised and left alone by the very people He had come to save.  Do you know anybody who loves you like that?  I do not.  The only Person I know who loves me like that is Jesus.

That is why I read in Psalm 41 which is written prophetically of the time when the Lord Jesus would be betrayed when He was here, betrayed by Judas.  Think of what that was for Jesus.  Judas had spent three and a half years in the presence of the Lord, and the Lord counted him as a friend.  Have you ever stopped to think what it meant to the heart of Jesus when He saw Judas coming amidst those who were going to take the Lord away and crucify Him?  Have you ever thought what it meant to the heart of Jesus to know that He was going to be betrayed by one of His friends who had sat at table with Him?  Speaking in today’s terms, Judas had sat and had dinner with Him; had been with Jesus for three and a half years and seen where He lived, seen what He did, seen where He went every day, heard His precious words.  Judas had known all those things, and yet there was going to come a time when Jesus was to be betrayed by that very man.  That was one of the sorrows that the Lord Jesus had to bear.  What a sorrow that was.  You might think how dreadful it would be if you were ever to be betrayed.  Well, the one Man on the earth who never had a reason to be betrayed was betrayed by one who was one of His friends, and that unto death.  But did that stop the Lord from going to die, friend?  No, it was one of the sorrows He bore while He was going on His way to die.  It says in Luke, “he … set his face to go to Jerusalem”, Luke 9:51.  His disciples asked some Samaritans to receive Him, but they would not.  Why?  Because He was going to Jerusalem.  He was going to die, friend, for those very Samaritans that would have nothing to do with Him.  He was going to die to make salvation available to them; He was going to die to make salvation available to you.

So here in Psalm 41 it says, “All that hate me whisper together against me; against me do they devise my hurt”; that was true.  We read at the beginning of John’s gospel, “He came to his own, and his own received him not”, John 1:11.  Jesus came to save persons who would not be saved; they chose not to have Him.  Dear friend, do not be like that.  They chose not to receive Him.  Did He love them?  Yes, that is why He came.  They chose not to have Him.  Is there anybody here in the room who has chosen not to have Jesus?  Has anybody here in this room chosen not to put their trust in the Man who loves you enough to die for you?  Christ wanted to save those persons who He came to, and He wants to save you!  That is why He came.  “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”; the man that said that could say, “of whom I am the first”, 1 Tim.1:15.  Paul was a man who had not only harmed Christians, but had supported their being put to death (Acts 26:10).  How awful that was!  But was it so awful that God could not save Paul?  No.  

After the Lord was crucified, after He had died while He was hanging on that cross, a soldier pierced His side with a spear.  It says that there was blood and water which came out of the side of Jesus (John 19:34).  The blood is what cleanses us in the sight of God, if we accept it.  It has often struck me that the cleansing power of that blood was available for the very soldier that pierced His side; that blood was available for him too.  That is the extent of the love of God, that the very soldier that pierced His side had the opportunity to be saved by the blood that came out as a result of such an atrocious act.  

That is the God who appeals to you today.  Are you going to make Jesus yours?  Is He really yours?  Do you love that Man?  I can say, I do; I love Him for what He has done for me, and I love Him for all that He is.  I have come to love that Man because I see some of the features in Him that God loves; I love Him for what He has done for me too.  He has taken away all my sins, and now I will be saved for eternity by that Man who shed His blood for me.  Can you say that?  You should be able to say that.

When we come to Lamentations, this again was something that was said prophetically in relation to the Lord Jesus.  It says here, “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?  Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger”.  Have you ever stopped to think, dear friend, that when Jesus died to take away your sins, He bore the wrath of God against sin.  You need to understand that God had a right to be angry in relation to your sins, and He was; He laid His judgment of your sins upon the head of Jesus in His anger against sin, speaking very carefully and very reverently.  So you can understand why this is said prophetically of the Lord Jesus: “which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger”.  The prophet Zechariah then says, in relation to God speaking, “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow”, Zech.13:7.  That is said of the only Man who God ever had, as we have said, who was entirely perfect in His eyes.  As we read in Isaiah, God “hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”.

Iniquity is a strong word.  Some might say that they have not sinned as much as the other man, and they might compare themselves with other men and say, ‘Well, I am not so bad, there are others worse than me’.  King David, when he was writing about his failure, asked God to forgive him the iniquity of his sin (Ps.32:5).  Romans teaches us that sin involves the intent of the mind that culminates in sins – the actions. So you can understand why sin is so awful, because it is the intent in your mind to go against the God whose you are.  So God has laid upon Christ not only our sins, but the whole principle of sin.  It is not just that He puts your actions there; He laid upon Christ the judgment of the whole principle of sin against God.  That is the fulness of the salvation available in the glad tidings.  It does not just clear you from your actions, it clears you from the whole thing; it clears you from the man that would intend to sin against God.  God laid that upon the head of His Son.  That is the extent to which God has gone that you should be saved.  Does that affect you, friend?  It affects me.  So you can understand the extent of the sorrow that the Lord speaks about prophetically in Lamentations.

The second portion we read in Isaiah says, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth”.  When you read in the gospels in relation to the Lord going to the cross, you find the awfulness of what man did, you see all the affliction that was laid upon Him by men.  You get all the things that they did to Him.  You get them spitting upon Him, you get them pulling the hairs out of His head, you get them beating Him, you get them mocking Him.  They put a crown of thorns on His head and gave Him a purple robe, mocking Him as to His kingship and then taking it off Him.  Then you get them giving Him His own cross to bear, to carry along the way that He was going to be crucified.  You get all of those things happening to the Lord of glory, all of them to the Man who had come to save.  That is what men did to Him, and it says, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth”.  He had a mockery of a trial before Pilate when there were those who falsely accused Him of things which He never did.  Did He open His mouth?  No.  Did He try and justify Himself?  No, He never did.  It says, “he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.  He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people”.  That was the reality of the dying of Jesus: “he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people”.  

Christ died for the sins of many, of all who believe in Him.  That should affect you.  The only Man who ever had a right not to die, has died because He has taken the burden of your sins if you will have Him, the penalty of your sins, and taken them to the cross and dealt with them there.  He dealt with them before the eyes of a holy God who in His anger against sin laid upon Jesus the wrath due to you.  The love that lies behind such an action as that, my friend, should affect your heart, for nobody else loves you like that.  It was God who gave up His Son for you, to take away your sins.  What a God, what a Saviour.  Isaiah continues, “And men appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth”.  

Now we come to the most touching part of this, “Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected him to suffering.  When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand”.  “When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin” – God did that.  God did that with the Man who would be your Saviour today; and He did it so that you could have your soul saved.  Speaking very reverently and very carefully, God made Christ’s soul an offering for sin.  You know, the scripture speaks about the redemption of the soul; “the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever”, Ps.49:8.  What a thing that was for God, to lay upon Jesus the iniquity of us all, and more than that, to make “his soul an offering for sin”.  What a profound thing it was.  Have you any concept at all, dear hearer, of what it has cost God that you should have the opportunity for salvation, of how much it meant for God to see His Son suffering and dying.

Where we read in Mark, you get some impression of the sufferings of Jesus at the hand of God.  The Lord could say there, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  He said that after He had spent thirty three and a half years in perfect communion with God.  Communion is a day by day relationship with God.  Every single day between the Lord Jesus and God was special and precious and intimate, but at this moment the Lord cried; “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  Did you ever think what it meant for God to hear those words?  Have you ever stopped to think that God listened to Jesus and heard those words, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  Have you ever stopped to think of how that affected the heart of God?  And yet because He “hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”, Christ had to die.  For you to be saved, friend, God had to send Him into the world, because there was no other person who could take away your sins, and Christ had to die.  Does that affect you?  I remember my daughter saying to me one day after the preaching, ‘Why do we make the gospel so complicated?’.  I never forgot that.  The gospel is a very simple thing.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”, Acts 16:31.  Do you believe, dear friend, that Jesus is enough for God, that what He has done can take away your sins for ever from the sight of God?  Do you believe that?  I do.  I have put my faith in the blood of a Man who died to take away my sins so that I should never be burdened by them again.  I will stand for eternity before the face of my God, and He is my God and Jesus is my Saviour, and I get all of that because I took God at His word.  All you need to do is believe.  Do you believe?  Now I cannot answer that question.  I can tell you about it but I cannot answer it.  The transaction is between you and Jesus – between you and Jesus.  

Have you had that transaction?  If so – and I speak from my own experience – if so, how are you getting on now in your relationship with Jesus?  If you are saved – and I trust you are – if you are saved, how are you getting on now in your relationship which God established with you by the blood of Jesus?  What can sometimes happen with relationships is that you get into a rut, and you begin to feel, ‘This is how it has been and how it will always be, and that is good enough’.  Jesus would like something much more intimate than that.  For Jesus, His relationships with His God were always living.  He would open your ear in the morning just so that He could say a word for your heart.  He would wait until you are going to bed at night and just say a word for your heart.  He would wait when you are going through a bad day and just wait until the opportune time and give you a word for your heart.  That is the reality of the believer’s relationship with Jesus.  How is it with you, friend?  How is it with you?  This Jesus who died for you desires to have a relationship with you.  How is it with you?  How is it with you in your Christianity?  How is it with you?  

That is quite a test; it is for me anyway, but one thing I am absolutely sure of – my feelings for Christ may ebb and flow, but His feelings for me never have.  I stand in the surety that Christ loves me in spite of myself; and that is a wonderful surety because it is not dependent on me, it is dependent on Him.  I find when I get away and I turn around and take a look back, I find Jesus right there, ready to help me again.  How are you getting on in your relationship with Jesus?  

I will tell you a story, not to draw attention to my family, but a story in relation to my father which shows how this happens.  My father was born in Shanklin on the Isle of Wight, and in the ordering of God, circumstances were such that the family ended up moving away from Shanklin and they moved to Canada.  His parents were saved and his siblings were but he was not.  In Canada, they moved to a farm and my father had a horse which he rode every day and he loved it.  He used to ride it and jump over a particular creek every day.  The banks of this creek were very steep but it was not a hard job for the horse; and my father rode this route every day.  One day he was riding on this path and as he went to jump the creek, the horse slipped; its two front hooves were up on the bank and its two back hooves were hanging in the crevice.  It happened in a moment doing something that he had done every single day.  If the horse had gone over backwards, my father would have been killed, and if the horse was able to go forward of course he would be saved, he would not lose his life.  He understood in that moment the importance of salvation, and he also understood the reality of mortality.  There was no question that my father’s life at that point hung in the balance, and he cried out, ‘Lord, save me’.  Well, that I am here is proof that God did save him.  My father got off the horse, and the first thing he did was give thanks to God; he gave his heart to Jesus and gave thanks to God for saving his life.  

That is the reality of salvation.  It happens in an instant.  It is not a long drawn out affair where you need to go through many things.  Christ would save you right now.  All you need to do is ask Him; it is as simple as that, and it is as real as that too.  I remember a young lady who was asked about her salvation; ‘Do you realise you need a Saviour?’.  She said, ‘I did not until right now’; she was saved in that moment.  How long are you going to wait?  As was said recently in another gospel preaching, ‘Everybody knows the day of their birth; nobody knows the day of their death’.  Do not leave it, friend, do not assume you have tomorrow; indeed, do not assume you have tomorrow even if you are saved.  Do not assume you have tomorrow to put right your relationship with the Lord who died to save you.  Do not assume there is time – there is no guarantee that there will be time tomorrow.  It is the one thing God does not give us – a guarantee that there will be time tomorrow.  He has given you this opportunity today: “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”.  

Well, that is all I have to say, friend.  I have spoken to you about a Man who has suffered unimaginable sorrow so that you should be His, and He should be yours.  What are you going to do with the message you have heard today?  What are you going to do with it?  Are you going to accept it?  Are you going to take God at His word?  Are you going to ask Jesus to take away your sins?  Peter said at the time of extremity, “Lord, save me” (Matt.14:30), and he was saved.  

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the word of God, Glasgow

18 August 2019

 

Terry W Lock

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 53:1-10 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all. [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth. [8] He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken. [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth. [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Psalms 41:7-9 (JND) [7] All that hate me whisper together against me; against me do they devise my hurt. [8] A thing of Belial cleaveth fast unto him; and now that he is laid down, he will rise up no more. [9] Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I confided, who did eat of my bread, hath lifted up [his] heel against me.

Psalms 41:7-9 (JND) [7] All that hate me whisper together against me; against me do they devise my hurt. [8] A thing of Belial cleaveth fast unto him; and now that he is laid down, he will rise up no more. [9] Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I confided, who did eat of my bread, hath lifted up [his] heel against me.

Lamentations 1:12 (JND) [12] Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger.

Lamentations 1:12 (JND) [12] Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger.

Mark 15:33-34 (JND) [33] And when [the] sixth hour was come, there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour; [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Job 38:7 (JND) [7] When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Luke 2:14 (JND) [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men.

Luke 2:14 (JND) [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Luke 2:7-12 (JND) [7] and she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him up in swaddling-clothes and laid him in the manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. [8] And there were shepherds in that country abiding without, and keeping watch by night over their flock. [9] And lo, an angel of [the] Lord was there by them, and [the] glory of [the] Lord shone around them, and they feared [with] great fear. [10] And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord. [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger.

Psalms 41 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Blessed is he that understandeth the poor: Jehovah will deliver him in the day of evil. [2] Jehovah will preserve him, and keep him alive; he shall be made happy in the land; and thou wilt not deliver him to the will of his enemies. [3] Jehovah will sustain him upon the bed of languishing: thou turnest all his bed in his sickness. …

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Psalms 41 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Blessed is he that understandeth the poor: Jehovah will deliver him in the day of evil. [2] Jehovah will preserve him, and keep him alive; he shall be made happy in the land; and thou wilt not deliver him to the will of his enemies. [3] Jehovah will sustain him upon the bed of languishing: thou turnest all his bed in his sickness. …

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Acts 26:10 (JND) [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Zechariah 13:7 (JND) [7] Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man [that is] my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn my hand upon the little ones.

Psalms 32:5 (JND) [5] I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity I covered not; I said, I will confess my transgressions unto Jehovah, and *thou* forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

Psalms 49:8 (JND) [8] (For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever,)

Acts 16:31 (JND) [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

Matthew 14:30 (JND) [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me.



EDITORS’ NOTE


As editors of Notes of Ministry, we often pray for the Lord’s help to ensure that what is published is according to the truth of Scripture, and that its meaning is clear.  We are conscious of, and thankful for, the wide variety of Christian experience represented by our readership across the world in terms of age, background and spiritual experience, and we are responsible for ensuring that what is printed is not capable of misinterpretation.

Our attention has been drawn to a statement in the notes of a reading on the body of the Lord Jesus published in the July 2020 edition of the Notes (No. 572) which, on reflection, we should have edited more carefully before publication to remove any likelihood that it could be misunderstood.  A remark was made at the top of page 7 about how it was always God’s purpose from eternity that Christ should become flesh by taking at His birth a body which had been prepared.  It was remarked that we are not told when this happened.  

The editors believe that the reference in the scripture being considered, “thou hast prepared me a body” (Heb.10:5) is to the body that was the Lord’s as a Man here from His birth onwards, and that it was prepared at His birth.  It has been helpfully taught that the reference in Psalm 40 to what was prepared ‘belonged properly to Him in the body’ 2.  But of course, the Lord’s taking up a body when He would come into this world had been in the purpose of God from eternity.  

We should have distinguished more clearly between what was in the purpose of God in relation to the Lord Jesus coming into the world in manhood’s form, and the actual preparation of that holy body which is referred to in Luke 1:35.  The purpose of God was before time, but the preparation of that body was at the incarnation.  These are holy matters for our contemplation, and the Holy Spirit would help us to think about them with worshipful hearts, so that our affections might be stimulated freshly towards our Lord Jesus and His coming into this world as a Man.

We are deeply conscious of the need of divine help in the publication of Notes of Ministry, and would ask that you pray that this help might be granted to us by our blessed God.
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Scripture references

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.
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