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THE LOVE OF GOD

R. Taylor 

Ephesians 3: 14–19; John 17: 23, 25, 26 

I would seek the Lord’s help to speak a little about love, something that is learned from God alone, and has come into display in this dispensation as never so fully before; for God has become known in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Not that it was absent in the previous dispensation, but for God to make His love fully known to us it required the incarnation, that a divine Person has taken His place in manhood’s form, that love may shine in its blessed fulness as neither creation, nor law, nor prophets could ever express it. In that blessed Person God is commending His love to us. It is a wonderful thing that God should commend His love to us, as it says, “but God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us”, Romans 5: 8. It has been expressed in its fulness in the death of His Son. What a God! In that He should move like this towards us when we were sinners, guilty, and hell-deserving; He commends His love to us in the death of Christ. Now that is not all, but He shed His love abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. It requires divine Persons to express love, and to bring it within our range in all its blessed fulness. So it shines for us today in all its fulness. Had it been in any less a personage, it may well have been diminished, but in the Person of Christ it still shines in all its fulness, in spite of all that has come in. 

Paul speaks of that too, that nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (see Romans 8: 39). So I believe the Lord would encourage us at this time to grow in a deeper sense of His love, that we may be more formed in our appreciation of Himself. Paul speaks of love in 1 Corinthians 13, as a quality in itself that never fails; he says that other 

things are to be done away, but now abide these three things, faith, hope and love, three characteristics of the Christian life, but the greater of these is love (see 1 Corinthians 13: 13). 

Faith is essential in these days, and hope to strengthen and sustain us, but when the need for these is done away love will remain, and will shine in all its blessed fulness in God’s eternal home. So Paul says to follow after love as though it is to be our leader, it is to direct us and to guide us; as we said, it has its source in God alone, and we learn it as it has been displayed in Christ. We appreciate God’s mercies that reach us in all our need, but His love is behind all that. We appreciate His care for us and His wisdom, but these things are the way love has taken to commend itself to us in His wisdom, and in His grace, and in His mercy. We may say it is love adapting itself to our needs and our circumstances, but behind all these activities there is the greatness of. His heart of love. I think He would encourage us to come to know love in its fulness in Himself. Love in its fulness was not exactly learnt in the wilderness, although it was there, but what shines in the wilderness is His mercy and His grace and His patience. As Mr. Darby says— 

‘In the desert God will teach thee 

What the God that thou hast found— 

Patient, gracious, powerful, holy; 

All His grace shall there abound’. (Hymn 76) 

But I think to know the love of God in its blessedness the people had to come into the land, and what did they find there? Not exactly manna to meet their need, but they found there trees that they had never planted, houses they had never built, wells and springs flowing in all their blessed fulness. Typically, in the land God is shining in all His fulness, but the hindrance to enjoying it is on our side. So I think God in His approach to us commending His love in the Person of Christ, meeting our sins and our need on the way, is all to bring us to Himself, that we may know Him and the fulness of His love. 

That is what Paul speaks of here in Ephesians, “being rooted and founded in love”. This passage and John 17, are both prayers. I think there is an insight into the affections of the Lord Jesus and of Paul in these prayers. Paul is not exactly ministering here, he is bowing his knees to the Father. We would have liked to have heard the Lord Jesus and heard Paul pray; you like to hear brothers pray; there is liberty to speak to and with God that we may not have with one another, and in our prayers our hearts and our motives are all laid bare. That is what Paul is doing here, he is bowing his knees that they may be “rooted and founded in love”; great minister is he was, he realized that only God could endear Himself and establish the saints like this. We often, and rightly pray in deep exercise before meetings like these, but I believe there is more need for prayer and exercise after the meetings, that is the idea of being rooted and founded, it takes time; as going over matters in the presence of God that the seed may not be lost; that the cares of this life may not spoil what divine love would sow in our hearts. That is what Paul is doing here, he is praying that the ministry may be effective in the hearts of the saints. 

So I think “rooted and founded”, is, as we speak, in the land. The children of Israel were never meant to dwell in the wilderness, they were there far too long. As we take root, we grow and are strengthened in the present enjoyment of the love of God. It is not so easy to upset a lover. We know in practical matters we can be very free where love is; we can say things that in other circumstances may give offence, but where there is bond of love and understanding, the bond is maintained in spite of what may need to be corrected. That was Paul’s great exercise for Corinth that their hearts should be expanded. It was the one thing, I may say, that was needed most at Corinth. They needed help as to public order and what they were allowing, but the great deficiency at Corinth, as so generally, was love. That is why Paul devotes a whole chapter to it, 

because the whole thing can be corrected where love is in active enjoyment and expression. 

So Paul’s exercise is that being rooted and founded, they would not be easily moved. Many exercises come into our lives and experiences; God Himself may bring in ways of discipline as He needs to, but in all His ways is His hand of love. So there is a need to know the Father better, that we may not be grieved through His necessary disciplinary ways with us, nor be rebellious and murmuring, but that we may understand that behind all His ways is His heart of love. He speaks of chastening us, but chastening us as sons (see Hebrews 12: 5). He speaks of leading the saints with His eye upon them (see Psalm 32: 8). He would leave an impression in all His ways of the greatness and strength of His love. 

Paul, as rooted and founded in that love, says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?”, Romans 8: 35. Some of the dear brethren here have known some of these things, but what sustains us in it all is the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. So God would lead us to be rooted and founded in love, that we may rise beyond the circumstances which so readily overwhelm us, to dwell in His love. Jude writing in a very dark day, says, “keep yourselves in the love of God”. However bad the clouds may be on my side, the love of God is always shining in its blessed fulness in Christ Jesus our Lord. Mr. Darby again says— 

‘Still sweet ‘tis to discover, 

If clouds have dimmed my sight, 

When passed, eternal Lover, 

Towards me, as e’er, Thou’rt bright’. (Hymn 51) 

The clouds may come in on our side, but there is no cloud upon Christ; love is still shining there in its fulness however long and dark the night may be. The bright and morning star has already arisen, bringing hope, and longing for His coming. Paul’s desire here as to being rooted would result in the saints being more 

fruitful, there is no fruit without roots, and I believe there are no roots without proper feeding. 

The soil may be poor, as it is with us, but the plant can take root from good food. Part of the food of the priest was the breast of one of the offerings, reminding us of the love of Christ. 

As feeding on that love we become rooted and able to stand the storms of the present time. 

There was that in the offerings speaking of Christ that the priest was to make his food, that he might be able to carry out his service, that the system might be maintained in its fulness; and that is how things are going on today as we are feeding on, Christ. 

I think John was like that, he was the one who was leaning on the breast of Jesus in John 13; he was dwelling in love. One thing you get as you lean on the breast of Jesus is a fresh view of the brethren; there you see the saints in all their glory. That is what you have in John 17, the breast of the high Priest with the saints upon it. Think of how He speaks about them, When I was with them I kept them in Thy Name, these that are in the world, I sanctify Myself for them. What a place they had on His heart! I think John had his view of the brethren as leaning on the breast of Jesus. As there he had a peculiar advantage that Peter did not have. 

When Peter wanted to ask a question he made a sign for John to ask it, showing the simplicity and sweetness that love gives to one that was leaning on His breast. 

I commend that to you, that on the breast of Jesus we see the saints, and we see them shining in their beauty and lustre. Each one of the stones in the breastplate had a particular colour and character. It says they were in settings of gold, and they could never be removed. Many days in the wilderness journey, some would be almost overcome with difficulties, but that did not alter the shining of each stone on the breast of the priest. However I may view the brethren, that is how God views them, shining there in all their glory. I love 

to think of that chapter, Exodus 28. The high priest went in with his garments of glory and beauty, as described there, and the light shone from the candlestick and illuminated the brightness of the stones. As he comes out, perhaps Judah or Dan may have to be corrected, but he had a view of them there shining in all their particular beauty. That is how love works, not ignoring the circumstances, nor what has to be taken account of, but handling the situation in love. I think that is how John writes his epistle. So he writes that remarkable verse, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”, 1 

John 3: 14. That is a priest writing. 

Here as we read in John 17, the Lord’s desire is that the Father’s love for the Son may be in them. On the holy mountain, He said, “This is my beloved Son”; the love of the Father for the Son shone in all its peculiar lustre, as it will for all eternity. Peter comes to see that and says, We were eyewitnesses of His majesty (see 2 Peter 1: 16). He has a glory that is His alone. 

You can understand that love resting there in all its complacency, but O what grace, as He says in verse 23, “thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me”. That is love shining in all its blessedness. The Lord, in praying here, shows how much the saints mean to Him and desires that they may come into the enjoyment of that love. He says in verse 26, “And I have made known to them thy name ... that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them”, not only shining upon us but “may be in them”. It involves that the blessed Holy Spirit is in our hearts, being able to negate the features that would hinder and to encourage us to live in the blessed shining of His love. It says, not only that the love may be in them, but “I in them”. 

You see Christ will thus be in expression. As we said before, our measure and our formation is in love. Much as we need light and teaching. Our measure and formation is love. Love, as I said, shines in all its fulness from God alone, but come near to us that it may be in us, that we may be marked by love. That is what 

Paul is saying to the Corinthians, whatever I have if I have not love I am nothing (see 1 

Corinthians 13). A servant of the Lord used to encourage us to read that chapter substituting the word ‘love’ with ‘I’. So can I say, I have long patience? Can I say that I never fail? Can I say, I am kind? These things test us as to our formation, as feeding and leaning on the breast of Jesus. Instead of the character of hardness that marks us naturally, there is a new nature formed in the believer, and that nature is love. Peter says, “ye may become partakers of the divine nature”, 2 Peter 1: 4. 

May we be encouraged to lean on the breast of Jesus, to understand in a better and fuller way the love of Christ; so that as formed in it we may be pleasing here to our Lord and Master, and provide some answer to the great expenditure there has been upon each of us. How much love has expended itself, but in the Spirit’s grace it has not been in vain. There is a present answer in the saints coming into the enjoyment of divine love, resulting in praise and glory to the name of God; coming to know God in His own blessedness, not only appreciating the mercies that have been bestowed upon us in our wilderness path, but coming to know God in the arrangements that He has made for Himself. It is like the people, typically, dwelling in the land, enjoying divine provision, and enriching what, is for His own glory and praise. It has often been spoken about, love away from home and love at home. Love comes out in mercy and grace and wisdom and kindness, coming into our circumstances, only to draw us to Himself to His own home of love, so that as formed in love we may be to the praise and glory of His name. May we be encouraged, as Jude says, To keep ourselves in the love of God (Jude 21), for His glory and praise. Amen. 
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Scripture references

Ephesians 3:14-19 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

John 17:23-26 (JND) [23] I in them and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one [and] that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and [that] thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me. [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world. [25] Righteous Father, and the world has not known thee, but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

Romans 8:39 (JND) [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

1 Corinthians 13:13 (JND) [13] And now abide faith, hope, love; these three things; and the greater of these [is] love.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Hebrews 12:5 (JND) [5] And ye have quite forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: My son, despise not [the] chastening of [the] Lord, nor faint [when] reproved by him;

Psalms 32:8 (JND) [8] I will instruct thee and teach thee the way in which thou shalt go; I will counsel [thee] with mine eye upon thee.

Romans 8:35 (JND) [35] Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Exodus 28 (JND) [1] And thou shalt take thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may serve me as priest Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. …

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

2 Peter 1:16 (JND) [16] For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of *his* majesty.

2 Peter 1:4 (JND) [4] through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Jude 1:21 (JND) [21] keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.



O YE OF LITTLE FAITH

J. Renton 

Matthew 6: 28–33; 8: 23–27; 14: 25–31; 16: 5–12 

The gospel of Matthew speaks often of faith, a very essential feature to mark believers. Faith believes and trusts. In Genesis 3 the serpent came in between Eve and God, so that she did not believe God and did not trust God—that brought in the distance. God had said something, and the serpent suggested that they should not believe and should not trust God, that God was not as good as He said He was. Faith recovers what is for God, because faith believes God and trusts God. God lost the confidence of mankind, but confidence is regained in persons who have faith. Hence the importance of this Christian quality of faith. 

Four times in this gospel, the Lord says to the disciples that they have little faith. I suppose we would all have to confess that we are persons of little faith. Two persons in this gospel the Lord speaks of as having great faith—the Roman Officer, the centurion, the Lord said of him, “Not even in Israel have I found so great faith” (Matthew 8: 10), and the Canaanitish woman in chapter 15, “O woman, thy faith is great” (Matthew 15: 28). They were Gentiles, but they had great faith, but the disciples, alas, had little faith. That may be a word for us. In chapter 9 we have two blind men who cry for mercy to have their sight. The scripture says, “Do ye believe that I am able to do this? They say to him, Yea, Lord. Then he touched their eyes, saying, According to your faith, be it unto you “(Matthew 9: 28, 29). That is a principle, things happen to us according to our faith, showing the importance of this Christian feature of faith, “According to your faith, be it unto you”. The Lord said to the Canaanitish woman in chapter 15, “O woman, thy faith is great. Be it to thee as thou desirest”. The measure of our faith could be the measure in which we get help 

from God. What is the measure of our faith? 

In this first scripture the Lord speaks about being careful, actually being too careful, being obsessed with tomorrow and what we are to eat, what we are to drink, what we are to put on. 

All these things have their place, but the Lord says, “But if God so clothe the herbage of the field, which is today, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, will he not much rather you, O ye of little faith?” It shows little faith when we are over concerned about these material things. It is testing and challenging, if you lose your job, if you are unemployed; if some calamity happens like that it is very easy to be obsessed with it, and to be over careful. The Lord says, “O ye of little faith”. I suppose that would mark all of us in some sense, being over careful. 

Paul writes in Philippians, “The Lord is near, Be careful about nothing” (Philippians 4: 5, 6); that does not mean that we are careless; it means that we are not to be over caring or worrying. Certainly we are to meet righteousness, but Paul says, “Be careful about nothing”, do not let care obsess us, but “in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God”. That phrase “to God” means the person who requests is in the presence of God, he is near to God, let your requests be known in the presence of God “and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus”. That is faith, committing our circumstances whatever they may be to God. 

Little faith in this first scripture was because they were over careful about things. The Lord says, “your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things”. Our heavenly Father provides for us; let us have faith and dependence upon our heavenly Father. Think of the resources He has; infinite resources belong to our heavenly Father, and He knows and cares that we have need of these things. But the Lord says, “seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”. They were disciples, followers of the Lord Jesus, and He has to say, “O ye of little faith ... your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things”. Have faith in our heavenly Father. I know circumstances can be difficult and very trying, but let them bring us nearer to our heavenly Father; by faith be in His presence, make our requests known to Him. Faith would do that and would be strengthened. 

Difficulties confront us, dangers, sorrows and all these things, our heavenly Father knows all about these things, “your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things”. I know how we can be worried, over worried, but that is little faith. Let our faith be strengthened and know our heavenly Father. We see persons had faith in the Old Testament, although the word faith is only mentioned once in Habakkuk. Abraham, for instance, was called, and he went out not knowing where he was going; that was faith. He did not know where he was going, but he knew the God who called him. Let us know our heavenly Father who is able to provide for us. It does not mean to say we are careless, but not to be obsessed with care, because it would hinder our committal to the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 

In Matthew 8 we have the incident on the lake; it is mentioned in Matthew, Mark and Luke. It says, “And he went on board ship and his disciples followed him; and behold, the water became very agitated on the sea, so that the ship was covered by the waves”. It says in Luke that there was a sudden squall (see Luke.8: 23); in Mark a violent gust of wind (see Mark 4: 37). These things happen sometimes, in the testimony; sudden squalls come in. 

In the other incident in Matthew 14 it says that the wind was contrary; the wind is often contrary, but when believers row together they make progress. John tells us that they made progress of about twenty-five or thirty stadia (see John 6: 19), which is about three miles. 

When believers row together there is progress, but what tests us is a sudden squall, a sudden gust of wind. It was alarming, because it says, “that the ship was covered by the waves”. 

Then it says, “but he slept”. The Lord had said previously, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head”. 

He laid His head in this ship, He slept; He was restful in the midst of these conditions. It must have been very trying for the ship was covered by the waves, but He slept. The sea was agitated, and the disciples were even more agitated, and that is how we become when a sudden squall comes. It says, “he slept”; He did not interfere. It is like the Lord’s absence, and He leaves things to us, and sudden squalls happen. They say here, “Lord save—we perish”. I suppose the “we” would include the Lord Himself; I suppose they thought the Lord would perish with them in the ship. They wake Him up because they thought everything was going to come to disaster. The Lord says, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” I know how difficult it is when circumstances arise in the testimony or otherwise; a sudden squall happens and we become agitated and all concerned, all worried. He says to them, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” Fear is the obstacle here. The Lord was restful, He said, Why are ye fearful? Fear comes into our minds very often, it shows the element of little faith. He says, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?” Then, having arisen, He rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. The Lord slept, was inactive and restful. 

I have often wondered what these disciples ought to have done. Could they possibly have been as restful as the Lord was in these circumstances? The ship was covered by the waves; is it possible they could have been as restful as the Lord was? That is how the Lord would have us. If a sudden squall happens and difficulties come in, can we be restful, peaceful, quiet? In any case it says, “the disciples came and awoke him, saying, Lord save—we perish”. The Lord did intervene, 

and the Lord will intervene when a sudden squall comes, although He may not intervene immediately. But He will intervene. He will show what His mind is. It says, “Then, having arisen, he rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm”. Maybe that has not happened yet, but that will happen, the Lord will show, but meantime we are tested, our faith is tested as to whether we can be restful although the ship was filled with water. It was a very alarming situation, and we sometimes find ourselves in alarming situations. The Lord is restful. Can we be restful? “O ye of little faith”, the Lord says. I know how difficult it is but the Lord was restful. May He strengthen our faith! 

In chapter 14 we have doubt. There is anxious care in chapter 6, and there is fear in chapter 8, and there is doubt in Matthew 14. The Lord said to Peter, “O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?” He did walk on the waters to go to Jesus, that was affection and faith too. Peter says, “Lord, if it be thou, command me to come to thee upon the waters”. The Lord said, 

“Come”. Peter, having descended from the ship, walked upon the waters to go to Jesus. But it says, “seeing the wind strong he was afraid”. He got his eye off the Lord, as we all tend to do. 

He became occupied with the wind, seeing the wind strong; he became occupied with the opposition instead of being occupied with the Lord; that is an evidence of little faith. I am saying all this that the Lord may strengthen our faith. Faith is always in something outside of ourselves; there is nothing in ourselves to have faith in; faith is in God, in the Lord Jesus, in the Holy Spirit, in the blood of Jesus; it is always in something outside of ourselves. Like the ship’s anchor which is put outside of the ship, to lay hold of rock, or something solid. There is doubt in Peter, but the Lord did stretch out. His hand and caught hold of Peter. That was the Lord’s priestly activity. With Peter there was doubt, there was weakness; he meant to walk on the waters to go to Jesus, but he became occupied with the wind instead of having his eye on the Lord, and he sank, but the Lord in His priestly support stretched out His hand. 

We can always count on the Lord’s priestly support and help in our weakness. The Lord does not exactly condemn him here, but He says, “O thou of little faith”, and because of the little faith the Lord strengthened him. He put forth His hand and got hold of him, so that he walked on the water supported by the Lord Jesus as Priest. Then He said, “O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?” The Lord would remove every doubt from our hearts and from our minds. 

Faith believes and trusts. The enemy got in at the beginning through sowing distrust in God, and that is what he will do at every opportunity; he will bring in concern about our circumstances, he will bring in fear to disturb us, he will bring in doubt to cause disturbance. 

Faith overcomes all these features, faith in the Person, in the Lord Jesus. He was in the ship in chapter 8 with the disciples, and if He was there they need not have had fear, but they feared, as we often do. Here there was doubt. 

Now in chapter 16 the disciples had gone to the other side and they had forgotten to take bread. That did not matter very much. If they had been so committed to the Lord’s things that they had forgotten to take bread that would have been all right. It says, “they had forgotten to take bread. And Jesus said to them, See and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. And they reasoned among themselves, saying, Because we have taken no bread. 

And Jesus knowing it, said, Why reason ye among yourselves, O ye of little faith, because ye have taken no bread?” Then He goes over what they had experienced. He says, “Do ye not yet understand nor remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many hand-baskets ye took up?” You forgot to take bread, but do you not remember what happened when the five thousand were fed with five loaves and two small fishes? What we experience in our history whether individually or 

collectively is meant to strengthen our faith. Have we not had examples of how the Lord has come in for us individually? Have I not had examples of how the Lord has come in in my life? Have not you, dear brother or sister? Have we not experienced how the Lord has come in for us locally in various difficulties and in various matters? All these things are meant to strengthen our faith and to strengthen our confidence in the Lord’s ability to help us. He says, “Do ye not yet understand nor remember the five loaves of the, five thousand, and how many hand-baskets ye took up? nor the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up? How do ye not understand that it was not concerning bread I said to you, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and “Sadducees?” We often misunderstand, and do not gain sufficiently by how the Lord has come in for us on previous occasions. That is meant to strengthen our faith. They had little faith because they did not understand, did not remember, did not have their confidence increased in how the Lord had come in for them. Let us consider how the Lord has come in for us. In our individual lives, in our families, in our localities and universally, we see how the Lord has come in for His people; all that is meant to strengthen our confidence in the Lord Jesus and His ability to see us through. 

So He says, “How do ye not understand that it was not concerning bread I said to you ...?” 

Then they comprehended that He did not speak of being beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees. I think we could all say we have little faith, but the Lord would strengthen our faith. He has so acted that He ought to have gained our confidence far more than He has. Disturbances, difficulties come in and our faith is little, but may the Lord help us to appreciate Him. The fall came about because God lost the confidence of man. He has regained that confidence by the work of reconciliation, and He has regained the confidence of persons who have faith. May that 

confidence be strengthened, increasingly so; confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ, in our heavenly Father and in the work of the Spirit. This would lead to a certain confidence in one another, not implicitly, but a certain confidence in one another; the basis of fellowship is confidence in one another. May the Lord encourage us for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
28 March 1992 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 6:28-33 (JND) [28] And why are ye careful about clothing? Observe with attention the lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil not, neither do they spin; [29] but I say unto you, that not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed as one of these. [30] But if God so clothe the herbage of the field, which is to-day, and to-morrow is cast into [the] oven, will he not much rather you, O [ye] of little faith? [31] Be not therefore careful, saying, What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or What shall we put on? [32] for all these things the nations seek after; for your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all these things. [33] But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.

Matthew 8:23-27 (JND) [23] And he went on board ship and his disciples followed him; [24] and behold, [the water] became very agitated on the sea, so that the ship was covered by the waves; but *he* slept. [25] And the disciples came and awoke him, saying, Lord save: we perish. [26] And he says to them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then, having arisen, he rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. [27] But the men were astonished, saying, What sort [of man] is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?

Matthew 14:25-31 (JND) [25] But in the fourth watch of the night he went off to them, walking on the sea. [26] And the disciples, seeing him walking on the sea, were troubled, saying, It is an apparition. And they cried out through fear. [27] But Jesus immediately spoke to them, saying, Take courage; it is *I*: be not afraid. [28] And Peter answering him said, Lord, if it be *thou*, command me to come to thee upon the waters. [29] And he said, Come. And Peter, having descended from the ship, walked upon the waters to go to Jesus. [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me. [31] And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught hold of him, and says to him, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?

Matthew 16:5-12 (JND) [5] And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread. [6] And Jesus said to them, See and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. [7] And they reasoned among themselves, saying, Because we have taken no bread. [8] And Jesus knowing [it], said, Why reason ye among yourselves, O ye of little faith, because ye have taken no bread? [9] Do ye not yet understand nor remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many hand-baskets ye took [up]? [10] nor the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took [up]? [11] How do ye not understand that [it was] not concerning bread I said to you, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees? [12] Then they comprehended that he did not speak of being beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Matthew 8:10 (JND) [10] And when Jesus heard it, he wondered, and said to those who followed, Verily I say unto you, Not even in Israel have I found so great faith.

Matthew 15:28 (JND) [28] Then Jesus answering said to her, O woman, thy faith [is] great. Be it to thee as thou desirest. And her daughter was healed from *that* hour.

Matthew 9:28-29 (JND) [28] And when he was come to the house, the blind [men] came to him. And Jesus says to them, Do ye believe that I am able to do this? They say to him, Yea, Lord. [29] Then he touched their eyes, saying, According to your faith, be it unto you.

Philippians 4:5-6 (JND) [5] Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord [is] near. [6] Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

Matthew 8 (JND) [1] And when he had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. [2] And behold, a leper came up to [him] and did him homage, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou art able to cleanse me. [3] And he stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, I will; be cleansed. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. …

Luke 8:23 (JND) [23] And as they sailed, he fell asleep; and a sudden squall of wind came down on the lake, and they were filled [with water], and were in danger;

Mark 4:37 (JND) [37] And there comes a violent gust of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it already filled.

Matthew 14 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, [2] and said to his servants, This is John the baptist: *he* is risen from the dead, and because of this these works of power display their force in him. [3] For Herod had seized John, and had bound him and put him in prison on account of Herodias the wife of Philip his brother. …

John 6:19 (JND) [19] Having rowed then about twenty-five or thirty stadia, they see Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the ship; and they were frightened.

Matthew 14 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, [2] and said to his servants, This is John the baptist: *he* is risen from the dead, and because of this these works of power display their force in him. [3] For Herod had seized John, and had bound him and put him in prison on account of Herodias the wife of Philip his brother. …



WAITING

N. T. Meek 

1 Thessalonians 1: 9, 10; 1 Samuel 16: 11, 12; Luke 10: 38, 39; Isaiah 42: 1–4; 51: 5 

I wanted to say a word about waiting; it has often been used as a subject. It is a feature of Christianity that we wait. We wait for our Lord to be vindicated, and we wait for Him to come. How real one’s waiting is is a question, it is easier to speak of than to do. It is intended that when the Lord comes He shall find a waiting people; the intention will be realized. 

As to the Thessalonian saints, Paul uses this word that they had “turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens”. I ask myself as to how much I do that; how deeply, characteristically do I wait for the Lord to come? How bright, or how dull, is that hope in my heart? Another year has passed and the Lord has not come; He did not come in 1991; maybe He will come this year. Would you value that, would you appreciate that? Is that a hope or just a fact that you store in your mind? O yes, you say, the Lord might come this year, the Scripture says He is going to come, I believe He will. The day is several hours long, has it entered into our minds that He 

might come today? That is how it is, beloved, that the Lord Jesus might come today. He may not wait till evening either. Perhaps the saints have got so used to hearing this that it tends to lose its reality. I agree it does, it does not burn as it should, it has not quite the thrilling prospect. You think of a wife whose husband has been a soldier and the armistice has now been signed, she waits every day for a knock on the door, she waits for her loved one—it is not historical with her, it is not that he might come, she hopes he will come today; she hopes he will come in time for dinner. It is clear and bright because he is living in her heart. So it should be with us we await our Lord to come. I do not doubt there have been such persons down the dispensation who waited and longed and yearned for the Lord to come. What does He mean to you? What does He mean to me? We have meetings together and we pray, and we say ‘we’, and that is right, but what about ‘me’. What about your prayer, is it that He is coming for you, and you want Him too? 

These saints awaited God’s Son from the heavens. That will be a miracle, we may as well accept it that many things in Scripture are miracles, and the Lord Jesus is going to come. He whom the world has rejected is going to come back, and He is going to take away His own. 

What a wonderful prospect we have, the Lord is going to come as sure as sure can be. There is no doubt about it. He is going to come; if you believe the Scriptures you must believe that He is going to come. The question is, Am I waiting for Him? Just when He comes we do not know, you just have to leave that. It has been designedly left open, but every true heart has that element that longs for Him, longs to see Him vindicated, longs to see Him accorded the rights that are His, and also longs to see Him for His own sake because of who He is, in His person and glory. 

In 1 Samuel we get a different setting to the Lord’s coming. Described here we have what is like a 

meeting, a gathering of the saints, and Samuel is there, a very valuable brother, a prophet, judge, and priest; Samuel will be at the meeting! Some of you would not remember it, but word used to get round that Mr. Taylor Snr. is coming on the afternoon boat, he will be at Hampton this evening, and that meant something. There would be a meeting and Mr. Taylor would be there. You got time off your work and you went without your tea to get there. 

Those of the older generation here would remember it, I can just remember it. Well, Samuel was going to be there on this occasion, and the elders of Bethlehem would be there, and Jesse would be there, and David’s brothers would be there. You say, it is going to be a good time. 

But the real question is, Will David be there? Will the Lord be there? that is what sanctions a gathering, the Lord’s presence. You say it is a habit of brethren to have reading meetings and prayer meetings; well and good, it is a good habit, but the real test is whether the Lord is going to be present. The Lord said, “where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matthew 18: 20. His presence gives them sanction to act. In this select and very fine company, even Samuel said, Well, we will have to wait for David. It says, “we will not sit at table till he come hither”. 

We convene meetings, we convene them in faith, we make the announcements, but really it is the Lord’s presence that will make the meeting, and we must wait for it. I am not saying we do not give out a hymn, we do, we give out a hymn and we pray, and we may proceed for a little while, and then we are aware of the Lord’s presence. I would like to know it more. I would like to be more sensitive to the Lord’s presence; “He manifested himself thus”, John 21: 1. It is worth waiting; it is worth going quietly. At the beginning of a reading let us remember to give the Lord room to come in. What I mean is, we do not want to overcrowd the meeting. If it is a large meeting and several want to take part, we find a way in love of making way for all that, but it is 

the Lord’s presence, beloved, that makes the meeting. Thank God for every gift; thank God for a Mr. Taylor Snr. and a Mr. Darby, these and other men to whom we owe such a great, deal. I am told that Mr. Taylor used to sometimes go without his tea; he would go up to his room and come down in time for the meeting. He would apologize to the host and the hostess, and the brethren that had been invited round to meet him for being absent, and would say, I have been trying to get a little food for the Lord’s household. Now that is affecting, is it not? I would not like to say a word that would sound derogatory, or imply anything about the Lord’s servants past or present, but I do think, dear brethren, that really the occasion waits on the Lord’s presence. 

Samuel says, We will have to wait for someone to bring Him in, and it is left open. I suppose it was Jesse who went, but what a privilege! What a privilege it is to be able to say, It is the Lord. Sometimes in a reading, in a meeting, you are aware of it, perhaps most of all at the Supper, the Lord’s presence is realized. This is most important, it marks off a gathering of the saints, where the Lord’s headship is known in some way. Without making extravagant claims where there is a waiting for Him, there is affection for Him, and He comes. It says, “Before I was aware, My soul set me upon the chariots of my willing people”, Song of Songs 6: 12. 

In Luke 10, we have Mary and Martha, and Mary is waiting on His word. She deliberately set herself to get the gain of the Lord’s word. Martha had Him in the house. They were both excellent sisters really. We know that Martha needed a little adjusting but she was a fine sister. But it is said of Mary, “having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word”. 

She was very deliberate. She would say, Well, it is a great thing to have Him in the house, a great privilege, but the important thing as far as I am concerned is not what we have for tea, but it is to hear what He has to say, to listen to His word. I think it has been said that the Lord 

always has a word for every circumstance, and we may just have to wait for it. She composed herself; Martha was busy, perhaps over busy, but Mary sat listening to His word. If you think of the disciples together, if you think of the twelve, it does not seem the Lord was always with them; He went and prayed alone. You think of the twelve there having a gathering, talking things over. When the Lord came in would they carry on talking? I think they would wait. They would say, Lord, we have been saying so-and-so, but we would like to hear what You say. That is to be the attitude of our minds beloved, that is what it is intended to be in our gatherings, that the Lord should have the first, the distinct, and the pre-eminent place. I am sure we all subscribe to it in principle; it is a question of how it may work out to listen and to catch His word. Mr. Muggleton told me (it is safe to speak about these departed brethren) that in the war a bomb landed on one of the rooms at Croydon and knocked it flat. 

He went out the next morning, he was walking along looking at the devastation and came across the room and it was just a pile of rubble; he walked across and stood on the rubble and looked round. They had had many happy meetings in that room, and often enjoyed fellowship together there. He thought that is where So-and-so used to sit, and that is where Mrs So-andso sat. What gatherings they had had, what history they had had, and now it was all just a pile of rubble. He climbed up and took off his hat and said, Lord, give me a word. He said the Lord said to him, We have not here an abiding city but we seek a heavenly one, and that satisfied him. He went home and ate his lunch with composure. It is a great thing to get the Lord’s word, and the Lord would give it. I am sure the Lord will give it; He may keep us waiting, but the Lord loves His people, and it says, “no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly”, Psalm 84: 11. 

Now, I read in Isaiah 42. I sometimes think, if I might say this, that it may be time for us to be speaking 

more about the world to come. The great testimony of Scripture is really to the world to come as I understand. We speak of the millennium, the word just means a long period of one thousand years, or we speak of it as the millennial period, or the day of Christ. It is going to come and that is going to be a miracle; it is going to be real of course, but it is going to be a miracle. The world is getting very old now in all ways, though it prides itself on being so modern, but it is getting very old, very worn, it is falling to pieces, but there is the world to come of which we speak (see Hebrews 2: 5). The Lord is coming and He is going to take up His place. His rightful place, and He is going to set everything right. As you look round and see the world as it is at the moment, it is very encouraging to think that One is going to come whose right it is to reign, and He is going to solve every international question, and every national question, and every family question, and every personal question, and many other questions. Russia will be no problem to Him, nor the Balkans, nor the European Community. 

The Lord is going to introduce His own system and His own government, it is going to increase “Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end” (Isaiah 9: 7)—the believer understands that morally of course; the increase of His government, that is the believer comes under the Lord’s sway in His government, then he finds deepening peace; he takes that up morally, but it will actually happen, there will be an increase of His government. You say, More government? Yes, and matchless government too; it will cater for every matter, it will not be founded on hard cases, and it will not go by precedent, it will go by justice. 

In Isaiah 42 it says, “He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth—

and the isles shall wait for his law”. I suppose the British Isles will be among them. There is no doubt about it—“the isles shall wait for his law”. We need to think of these things, dear brethren, how it will work. I think they will 

get the word, the news will spread, I suppose from Jerusalem, that One is coming and He will take up the case of the isles, take up the case of the continents too. He will take it all up—and they “shall wait for his law”. I think they will be ready for it and it will be worth waiting for. 

I suppose in a way the present working out of things among the nations is making way for it. 

They are trying to make things firm. It says in this book, “he fasteneth it with nails, that it be not moved”, Isaiah 41: 7. It will all collapse in a heap, and then the Lord will come, and out of that chaos He will introduce His benign reign. What a time it is to look for, we break bread in view of that, in view of the One who is to come whose right it is to reign. 

Well, they are going to wait for His law, but I did notice that in the other chapter we read, Isaiah 51: 5, it says, “the isles shall wait for me”. I think that is a little bit better, is it not? 

Wait for His faultless law. Moses was the great law giver. The Lord Jesus is greater than Moses. They will wait for the law—thank God for the order, but then “the isles shall wait for me”. Think of that, they will welcome His presence; they will welcome what He introduces, but they will welcome Him—“the isles shall wait for me”. Is that not fine? The question is, beloved, as to whether you and I will wait for Him. You say, We shall witness this, shall we not? Will we not witness this happening when we shall be in heaven? The church is raptured to heaven before the millennium comes. People come round and knock on our doors and tell us something different but it is not the truth. The church is raptured, and we will see the earth from above. You say, Are you not being fanciful? I do not think so. The Lord will have a consort, the assembly, and it will be with Him in His headship, with Him in His rule. His word will govern, it will go out, I take it, through the assembly down to Israel and out to the nations; it seems to be how it will work. But, “the isles shall wait for me”. I love that expression. They do not wait yet, but the time will come when they will wait 

for Him, and in His arm they will trust. These will be real things. We take them up, justifiably so, in the moral bearing of them, but they will actually be fulfilled. Let us wait for that day, it will be well worth waiting for, it certainly will; it will be unparalleled in its character, in the introduction of rule and order, and they will be waiting for the Person. I think that is very sweet, they will wait for the Person. Other scriptures show how they will go up to Jerusalem, and whether they see the Person I do not think it is too clear; maybe they will see the Prince, the Prince of Ezekiel, His representative. The Lord will come, His feet will stand on the mount of Olives, but generally I think He will be above, will He not? He will be with His church above, the most favoured company of them all—Israel will be there and the saved nations, but the church the most favoured, enjoying the Lord’s company, and that can be touched even now. 

May the Lord help us, especially to be really waiting. We have to make our arrangements, we have to fix our dates ahead, fill in engagements in our diaries, but we could perhaps do with more revival of the sweetness and the reality of our Lord coming for us, the One who has done so much for us. I have referred to the returning soldier, but who suffered like He did, who suffered like Jesus did? His wife waits patiently for Him; she does not put it off, she hopes He will come today. May we be more like her for His name’s sake. 

Address at Birmingham
11 January 1992 

 


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

1 Samuel 16:11-12 (JND) [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Luke 10:38-39 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word.

Isaiah 42:1-4 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. [4] He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

Isaiah 51:5 (JND) [5] My righteousness is near, my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the peoples: the isles shall wait for me, and in mine arm shall they trust.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

John 21:1 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus.

Song of Solomon 6:12 (JND) [12] Before I was aware, My soul set me upon the chariots of my willing people.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Psalms 84:11 (JND) [11] For Jehovah Elohim is a sun and shield: Jehovah will give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Hebrews 2:5 (JND) [5] For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak;

Isaiah 9:7 (JND) [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with judgment and with righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this.

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Isaiah 41:7 (JND) [7] And the artizan encouraged the founder, he that smootheth [with] the hammer him that smiteth on the anvil, saying of the soldering, It is good; and he fasteneth it with nails, that it be not moved.

Isaiah 51:5 (JND) [5] My righteousness is near, my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the peoples: the isles shall wait for me, and in mine arm shall they trust.



EXTRACTS

The kingdom of God is a moral thought, the kingdom in which God is seen and felt. That was about to be inaugurated as the Spirit came down. The next thing that comes out is that the disciples wanted to know certain things, and He does not answer in the negative or the positive. He said, “It is not yours to know times or seasons, which the Father has placed in his own authority; but ye will receive power”. They would get the Spirit; they would be abundantly supplied for testimony. 

So that it is not wise to make too much of current happenings among the nations. When God acts, things will take form very quickly, we must wait for that. It says in Mark that even the Son does not know; here it says “which the Father has placed in his own authority”. We may as well accept that; our point is testimony in connection with the assembly. Sometimes we assume to know too much! The point for us is the present testimony of God. He will not be diverted from it. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 41, p.207) 

In chapter 3 the great fact of the temple is treated, showing that the saints in that locality were, in virtue of having the Spirit, the temple of God. We come together in the light of the temple, so that one gets light, not only as to details, but everything is seen in its true relation. 

The candlestick in the holiest gives its light over against all. You understand things in their right relations. We ought to be in the light of the temple when we come together, not as assuming to be the temple but embracing the principle. The things of God come in in such wise that you see them in their right relations, so that if one speaks, one should have exercise to speak as oracles of God. The Holy Spirit gives effect to that in one and another, so that the truth stands out, and you see it in its true relations. Here it is a question of saints being together in assembly, so that we may look for light as to how we are to act when together for edification. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 10, pp.485, 486)
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