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THE USE OF OUR TIME

J. G. Chalmers 

Matthew 6: 6; Ezekiel 42: 14; 2 Samuel 7: 18–24 

It is in mind to say a word as to the use of our time. We often hear remarks as to the scarcity of time and as we get older time seems to pass more quickly. Job must have felt that way when he said that his days were “swifter than a weaver’s shuttle” (Job 7: 6)—Moses, too, when he spoke of spending our years as “a passing thought”, Psalm 90: 9. As we look back over our responsible histories most, if not all, of us would be humbled as we take account of the time that we have wasted. Well, dear brethren, that time is gone and cannot be recalled. 

What we do have is the rest of our time and the Lord would encourage us on this occasion to use it rightly and wisely. God made time and He has used time. Genesis 1 brings out how God used each day and brought to pass a condition of things that He could pronounce very good. He has also divided time into dispensations and out of each dispensation He is going to secure a result for His pleasure and glory eternally. The greatest result will be from this dispensation, and that will be seen in the assembly. Then as we read the gospels we can see how the Lord Jesus used His time—He used it in the will of God. He said prophetically, “Lo, I come to do thy will”. As a Man here the will of God was His food (John 4: 34), and nothing could divert Him from it, not all the wiles and onslaughts of Satan, not all the pressure of Gethsemane. 

Peter would encourage us to use the rest of our time for the will of God (1 Peter 4: 2), and what 

a Model we have in this in the Lord Jesus! Of all the gospel writers Luke gives us the most extensive view of our Lord’s humanity and he often presents Him as praying. The Holy Spirit would impress upon us that the Lord Jesus, in the blessedness of His humanity here, was characteristically a praying Man. Luke tells us that He was baptised and praying (Luke 3: 21). Such a Man was attractive to heaven—“Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. Ah, dear brethren, a person who prays is attractive to heaven. We can see that in the case of Saul of Tarsus. He would not have been attractive to heaven when he was breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, but after that transaction with the Lord on the Damascus road we can sense the pleasure of the Lord Jesus when he said to Ananias regarding Saul, “Behold, he is praying”. No doubt, as a good Pharisee, Saul had often said his prayers but now it was the real thing, “Behold, he is praying”, and from that day forward he was characteristically a praying man. Indeed, he says, 

“making mention of you at my prayers” (Ephesians 1: 16), which would show that he set aside time each day for prayer. Epaphras, a brother local at Colosse, was a praying man, he was always combating earnestly for the saints in prayer (Colossians 4: 12). Daniel was a praying man. That crisis in Daniel’s history did not make him a praying man—it simply brought out that he was such (Daniel 6: 10). Persons who pray will be prospered spiritually; 

“This Daniel prospered”, Daniel 6: 28. 

Well, the Lord Jesus would encourage us to use a portion of our time each day in prayer. As He addresses Himself to His own in Matthew 6: 6 the language He uses is so simple that each one of us can understand it, “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret”. In fatherly affection I would ask the dear young brethren to 

look back over this week and see if you started out on each day by entering into your chamber and praying. Just be honest about it, for many of us know what it is to be young, lying in bed as long as possible in the morning and getting up and rushing off to school or work without praying or reading the Scriptures. The desire of the Lord Jesus is that we should cultivate our personal links with the Father and secret history with God; you will experience that the more you have to do with the Father, the more you get to know Him, so your confidence in Him will increase. So we would counsel you to rise a little earlier in the day and to use your time in prayer, and not only in the morning but as often as you can, enter into your chamber, shut the door, and pray to your Father in secret. It is important that you shut the door. That is not just the material door. It means that you ask the Spirit’s help to abstract yourself from all that would hinder your prayers. Satan gets very active when we get down on our knees and he would hinder our praying by crowding our minds with other thoughts, hence the need for shutting the door when you go in to pour out your soul exercises to your Father. 

He knows what you need before you ask anything of Him, but it gives Him great pleasure to see one of His children drawing near to Him to make his requests known. He takes account sympathetically of your exercises and problems and He will bless you; “thy Father who sees in secret will render it to thee”. It is a comfort to hear of young brothers exercised to take part in the prayer meeting and in the service of God but I would impress upon you the importance, first of all, of cultivating your own secret links with your Father, then He will help you as you take part publicly among the brethren. As having to do with your Father in secret you will realize that you are in 

the sanctuary, in the presence of God, and He would say to you, as it were, ‘I have helped you in your soul exercises, now I want you to share with Me in My interests’. He will extend your outlook in regard to what is precious to Him. Then you, like Daniel, will open your windows towards the interests of God—you begin to pray for your local brethren, and for all the saints, and for all men, for it is the desire of our Saviour God that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. I just commend to the brethren this matter of using time each day in praying to our Father in secret. It has a sobering and sanctifying effect upon our spirits. 

I also feel constrained to speak about the importance of using time each day to meditate. I know that there is much pressure upon the time of the brethren but it is really important that we use time each day to sit restfully and meditate on the things of God, the most holy things. 

I feel the edge of the word in my own soul as I challenge myself as to how much time I use in sitting restfully and letting my mind and affections dwell on the most holy things. These north cells and south cells in Ezekiel 42: 13 were holy cells where the priests that came near to God were to eat the most holy things. Eating, in Scripture, is largely a matter of what we give our minds and affections to, and God has in mind that His priests should feed on the most holy things in view of being built up constitutionally in view of ministering to Himself for His pleasure. There are north cells and south cells. Some of us might be in favourable circumstances, with good health, and remunerative work that is the south side—but beware of settling down in favourable circumstances and neglecting this matter of using time each day in meditating on the most holy things. The north side is the side of adversity and many of the dear brethren are currently 

experiencing this side, indeed in all my history among the brethren I have never known such a time of suffering. Some are suffering in their bodies, some in their circumstances, some are having deep sorrows in their families, and other matters. Suffering and sorrows tend to cast us down and, at times, to overwhelm us, but, thank God, we can draw upon the grace of Christ and the power of the Spirit to rise above them and enter into these holy cells where we can, in restfulness of spirit, dwell upon the most holy things. 

Aaron felt the bitterness of the north when he lost two sons in one day. To lose one son is a great sorrow, but Aaron lost two sons—what a sorrow for a father! and he felt it, he really did, for he said, “Such things have befallen me”, Leviticus 10: 19. Yet in the midst of his sorrow Moses said to Aaron and his two sons that were left, “Take the oblation that is left of Jehovah’s offerings by fire, and eat it with unleavened bread beside the altar; for it is most holy. And ye shall eat it in a holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons’ due”. God turns Aaron’s thoughts from his sorrow to the oblation. So these holy cells have been provided so that we can repair there, whether our circumstances are favourable or adverse, and engage our thoughts with what is most holy. The oblation and the sin and trespass offerings are specifically mentioned in this verse in Ezekiel, and in the law of the offerings in Leviticus 6 

and 7 each of these offerings is said to be “most holy”. The oblation speaks of the moral excellence and perfection of the humanity of Jesus. He was altogether different morally from all other men. He did not please Himself. He always did the things that pleased the Father. He glorified God in all His movements. Indeed, all that God ever desired from man He found in Jesus, and that is why God could open the heavens and declare His delight 

in Him, His beloved Son. Part of the oblation was offered to God and part of it was to be eaten by the priests. It is really wonderful that God would share with us His appreciation of the deep perfection and moral excellence of Jesus. What food for the soul the oblation is!—

and there is an infinite supply of it. Feeding on the oblation brings about in us moral correspondence to Jesus. 

We may think that there is not much difference between the sin and trespass offerings, but they are distinguished. Sin is an affront to God’s holy nature whilst trespass relates to His rights being challenged and infringed. Sin and trespass are serious things in the sight of God. 

As the priests fed on these two offerings they would, typically, deepen in their knowledge of what it cost the Lord Jesus to deal with sin and with trespass, and in their appreciation of the greatness and worth of Him as the One who alone could put away sin by His own sacrifice. 

And so it is that as we feed upon these two offerings our souls become enriched in the knowledge of Christ and of His sacrificial work and He becomes increasingly endeared to our affections. Also, as we take account of what it cost the Lord Jesus to deal with sin, the very thought of sin becomes abhorrent to us. So I commend to the brethren this matter too, of using time each day to meditate upon the most holy things. 

The scripture read in 2 Samuel 7 brings before us how David’s soul became enlarged in the knowledge of God when he went in and sat before Him. This is seen in the various names of God that he uses in this section. Earlier in the chapter he had experienced the bitterness of the north when God sent Nathan the prophet to tell him that another was to build the house. That must have been a bitter blow to David for his heart was fully set on building the house and he had prepared abundantly for it. 

How did he take it? He took it as a man—it brought out his mettle. He did not quarrel with God or complain but, in the dignity and liberty of sonship, he went in and sat before Jehovah. 

This would not have been the first time that he had done so. I believe it was characteristic of him, it was his custom, for he says, “I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thy glory dwelleth”, Psalm 26: 8. What impressions David got as he went in and sat there! He says, “Is this the manner of man?” What is he thinking about when he says that? 

Typically, he is engaged with Christ as the One of whom the prophet said in verse 14, “I will be his father, and he shall be my son”. O, dear brethren, what a matter that is to be engaged with—what the Father is to Christ and what Christ is to the Father, the mutual glory known between the Father and the Son. “Is this the manner of man?”—the Man that is going to give character to God’s universe is filling David’s soul at this point. 

Then He says, “Wherefore thou art great, Jehovah Elohim; for there is none like thee”. David is not the least bit occupied with his disappointment; he is occupied with Christ and with God, the incomparable God. What a God we have, dear brethren, as Paul says, “The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blest us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Ephesians 1: 3. Then as we tarry in the presence of God we get impressions as to the greatness of the saints, as David says here, “Who is like thy people, like Israel?” We can so easily get occupied with each other’s failures and short-comings, but there is no food in that. Let us then, beloved, enter more often into God’s presence and let our souls absorb the greatness of the saints in what they are to God. He has redeemed us to Himself and—Oh the grace of it!—He chose 

us in Christ before the world’s foundation and marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself. How great the saints are! As we learn this in the presence of God we respect and love them more. 

Well, dear brethren, that is what was laid upon me, that we may be encouraged to use our time rightly and wisely, especially in prayer, in meditation, and in sitting restfully in the presence of God, all in view of God being served acceptably, and also being rightly represented in the sphere of testimony. May the Lord help us in the practical working out of these matters, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Cullen
28 March 1987 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 6:6 (JND) [6] But *thou*, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render [it] to thee.

Ezekiel 42:14 (JND) [14] When the priests enter in, they shall not go forth from the sanctuary into the outer court, but there they shall lay their garments wherein they minister, for they are holy; and they shall put on other garments, and shall approach to that which is for the people.

2 Samuel 7:18-24 (JND) [18] And king David went in and sat before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? [19] And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah? [20] And what can David say more to thee? for thou, Lord Jehovah, knowest thy servant. [21] For thy word's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all this greatness, to make thy servant know [it]. [22] Wherefore thou art great, Jehovah Elohim; for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. [23] And who is like thy people, like Israel, the one nation in the earth that God went to redeem to be a people to himself, and to make himself a name, and to do for them great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thyself from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? [24] And thou hast established to thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever; and thou, Jehovah, art become their God.

Job 7:6 (JND) [6] My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope.

Psalms 90:9 (JND) [9] For all our days pass away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a [passing] thought.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

1 Peter 4:2 (JND) [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will.

Luke 3:21 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened,

Ephesians 1:16 (JND) [16] do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention [of you] at my prayers,

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Daniel 6:28 (JND) [28] And this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Matthew 6:6 (JND) [6] But *thou*, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render [it] to thee.

Ezekiel 42:13 (JND) [13] And he said unto me, The north cells [and] the south cells, which are before the separate place, they are holy cells, where the priests that come near unto Jehovah shall eat the most holy things; there shall they lay the most holy things, both the oblation and the sin-offering and the trespass-offering: for the place is holy.

Leviticus 10:19 (JND) [19] And Aaron said to Moses, Behold, to-day have they presented their sin-offering and their burnt-offering before Jehovah; and such things have befallen me; and had I to-day eaten the sin-offering, would it have been good in the sight of Jehovah?

Leviticus 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] If any one sin and act unfaithfully against Jehovah, and lie to his neighbour as to an entrusted thing or a deposit or [that in which] he hath robbed or wronged his neighbour, [3] or have found what was lost, and denieth it, and sweareth falsely in anything of all that man doeth, sinning therein; …

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

Psalms 26:8 (JND) [8] Jehovah, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thy glory dwelleth.

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;



OUR HEARTS AND OUR FEET

J. Renton 

1 Timothy 2: 1–7; 2 Timothy 2: 19–22 

We have sung of the Lord’s coming and we await His coming, but in the waiting time we would desire to be faithful and to represent God while He leaves us here. Two features are to mark us—our hearts are to be as large as God’s, and our feet in the narrow path. It is possible to have our hearts large and to be open and loose in our walk. It is possible to have our feet in the narrow path but not have a large outlook, God’s outlook. We need both these features, which we find mentioned a number of times in Mr. Darby’s letters. 

We find in 1 Timothy 2 how large God’s heart is. He desires that all men should be saved and come to 

the knowledge of the truth. God has all men in view and we are exhorted to have this evangelical outlook. Paul speaks of “Our Saviour God, who desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”. Then he says, “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all”, for all. The gospel presents the fact that what has been accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ is available for all. Not only is there God’s desire for all men, but also there is the work that is available for all. How wonderful that God has this outlook towards all! It has been maintained for, nearly two thousand years right to the present day. If we are rightly to represent God, we need to have this kind of outlook. Paul says, “I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men”. This is a challenge to us, but if we are to represent God here in testimony this is the kind of heart we are to have towards all men, “for this is good and acceptable before our Saviour God”. 

We often come short of the largeness of God’s heart regarding all men. If we had this kind of outlook we would be praying not only for all the preachings in our rooms but the great work that is going on universally. In His sovereignty God can use whatever means are available to reach men because He desires that all men should be saved. We may not be able to have fellowship with every such effort in the gospel, but we ought to be thankful there are such efforts, because of God’s sovereignty and the largeness of His heart, and we need to have hearts like God’s in our outlook towards all men. Paul speaks in Colossians 1 of his outlook—“Whom we announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ” (Colossians 1: 28). That was Paul; what an evangelist he was! We ought to long to have hearts like that. 

Then Paul mentions to the Colossians and the Ephesians love towards all the saints. We need a large heart and an evangelical outlook including all men, but then also love for all the saints, which would include every believer on earth. Our attitude ought to be love towards such, like the Lord, because He has regard for every one of His people. He does not forget any one of His own, yet in Revelation 1 the Lord presents Himself as being girt about the breasts with a golden girdle. He has affection towards every one of His own but His affections are restrained because of conditions. If we are going to be pleasing to the Lord, if we are to represent Him, then, since He is girt about the breasts with a golden girdle, then, while we have love for all the saints, there may have to be restraint in the expression of it. 

That is what we have in 2 Timothy. It says, “The Lord knows those that are his”. Every one is precious to Him, but it also says, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. It means our being separate from anything that would not be in accord with the name of the Lord. This involves our feet being in the narrow path. Our hearts are to be large, having God’s outlook upon all men and the Lord’s love for all the saints, yet there is the necessity for having our feet in this narrow path. It says, “But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour”. We are all part of this great house. We tend to speak of Christendom as if we were not part of it, but we are part of Christendom; we are part of the great profession. We are all in the great house, but the question is what kind of vessels we are, whether we are vessels to honour or vessels to dishonour. How we become a vessel to honour is shown in verse 21—“If therefore one shall have purified himself from 

these”—and that word “purified” is a very strong word, it is ‘purging himself’ from these—

“in separating himself from them”—from vessels to dishonour; it involves separation from persons. It is how we move; it is our feet in a narrow path. Hearts large, but feet in the narrow path. 

So it says, “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these”, that is, from vessels to dishonour, “in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified ...”. 

Being sanctified involves our feet being in this narrow path, the path of the will of God, the pathway related to how the Lord would have us act in this time in which we are when there is so much profession. What the Lord is looking for is reality in vessels to honour. Every one of us can be a vessel to honour by purifying himself from vessels to dishonour. Thus “He shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master”. This is the divine way of being serviceable to the Master. Many think they can be more serviceable by being more ‘open’ and disregarding divine principles, but this is the divine way of being serviceable in this day in which we are. It is intensely individual. “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. “Prepared for every good work”, not by being 

‘open’ and loose, but by following the directions we have in this chapter. It is the way to be prepared for every good, according to God and according to the Lord at the present time. We might think that having our feet in such a pathway would be restrictive; in a sense it is, but it is the way to be prepared for every good work. 

Then it says, “But youthful lusts flee, and 

pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. As individually each desires to be a vessel to honour, he finds others on the same path—“with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. This expression, “a pure heart”, would test us as to whether there is the reality with every one of us that the Lord is looking for. 

I can see the importance on the one hand of having our hearts as large as God’s, but the importance too of having our feet in this narrow path. This is not new, this is how the recovery started so brightly one hundred and fifty years ago, a wonderful sovereign movement of the Lord, answered to by persons with a pure heart. In simplicity they followed these instructions—evangelical and outgoing as far as gospel work is concerned, but with feet in the narrow path. That is how the recovery started and that is how it is going to be continued. There was a great challenge not long after this recovery began, and there have been many challenges since. One of the enemy’s most successful activities is to try to get us to depart from this way, but the Lord is looking for persons who have hearts as large as God’s but feet in the narrow path. 

May the Lord encourage us. What is needed at the moment is endurance. We need to endure, to be prepared for every good work and to endure. The Lord said in Matthew 24, “he that has endured to the end, he shall be saved” (Matthew 24: 13). We are near the end and it calls for endurance. The Lord said to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia, “Because thou halt kept the word of my patience”, or ‘my endurance’, Revelation 3: 10. We need to endure in this way of the will of God at the present time. May we be built up in that way and encouraged, for the Lord’s name’s sake. 

Address at Brooklyn, N.Y.
18 November 1986 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 2:1-7 (JND) [1] I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men; [2] for kings and all that are in dignity, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity; [3] for this is good and acceptable before our Saviour God, [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth. [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus, [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times; [7] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle, (I speak [the] truth, I do not lie,) a teacher of [the] nations in faith and truth.

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

1 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men; [2] for kings and all that are in dignity, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity; [3] for this is good and acceptable before our Saviour God, …

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Colossians 1:28 (JND) [28] whom *we* announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Matthew 24 (JND) [1] And Jesus went forth and went away from the temple, and his disciples came to [him] to point out to him the buildings of the temple. [2] And he answering said to them, Do ye not see all these things? Verily I say to you, Not a stone shall be left here upon a stone which shall not be thrown down. [3] And as he was sitting upon the mount of Olives the disciples came to him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be, and what is the sign of thy coming and [the] completion of the age? …

Matthew 24:13 (JND) [13] but he that has endured to the end, *he* shall be saved.

Revelation 3:10 (JND) [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.



CONSISTENCY

(Contributed by A. C. Craig) 

The last of the twelve princes of Numbers 7, like all the others, exactly followed the example set out by the first. There was no deviation nor variation. He might have said, by the time it came for him to make his offering, ‘Let us have a change, a little variety’, but no, he kept to the pattern set by the first prince, without novelty or innovation. How unlike the leaders of Christendom, each following the bent of his own will, purporting to offer to God what he has conjured up himself. The twelve princes, all offering the same, shows that God never tires of Christ; no matter what the measure may be, if it is Christ He will accept it. Twelve days the same thing; Christ every day: God will not tire to eternity of appropriating Him and His excellency. 

But one great principle shows in all this, and particularly in what the offerings were in themselves, and that is the principle of consistency the fine flour mingled with oil, speaking of what is seen in wondrous perfection in Jesus. That is seen too in the incense, perfect and fragrant. There were two vessels full of fine flour mingled with oil, both were silver, a larger and a smaller one, the first called a dish and the second a bowl. That holding the incense was a cup of gold. Then come the animals. This is one of the rare offerings where the flour of the offering comes before the beasts. This is very remarkable. 

Being princes they would represent what is spiritual and that would mean intelligence as well as power. The only ‘regulation’ governing these twelve princes is that from God Himself to Moses, “And, Jehovah said to Moses, They shall present 

their offering for the dedication of the altar, each prince on his day” (Numbers 7: 11). The composition and order of the items were of themselves, only the matter of it taking twelve days for the offering was God’s direction. It would mean that God’s delight in Christ and in the spiritual exercises of His people means so much to Him that He will have it extended over the whole twelve days. The hymn says, ‘Gladly prolong we this wonderful theme’ (Hymn 43). The same wealth would have been there just the same if all had been offered on the one day. No, says God, we will have it prolonged. There is an eternity of delight for the Father in the ever-blessed Man who is before Him, and He would draw His people into the continuing and constant and consistent perfections of the One in whom He finds His delight and pleasure. 

The weight of the dishes determined their capacity, not their size, or, rather, their size was determined by their weight. The silver vessel of Luke 7 was measured by that woman’s weight. Simon said of the Lord, “This person if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner”—“who” and “what”. The Lord proceeds to bring out these two things in the woman. “Who”, would be personality seen in 

‘Seest thou this woman?’, “She has washed my feet”; “She … has not ceased kissing my feet”; “She has anointed my feet with myrrh”. Then the “what” is the substantiality seen in her tears, her hair, and her myrrh. A fine silver vessel!—what a capacity to love! flowing from her appreciation of the Saviour treading the way to Calvary to be the Redeemer. She loved much because forgiven much. 

Then the dish and the bowl had to be full of fine flour mingled with oil. Not in this instance one tenth, or two tenths, or three tenths or, as we have sometimes, a handful; no, the dedication gift 

of the altar had to be a full measure. Only such would be worthy of such an Altar. He who gave His all—He gave Himself. 

Now as to consistency, this is what is seen very particularly in the fine flour. The twelfth prince was consistent with the first in the presentation of the offering in the order of the items, but in the fine flour we have intrinsic perfection suggested, the perfections of Jesus excellent perfection, a perfection suited to the excellent glory! It needed no refining; it was already infinitely perfect. “Meek and lowly in heart”—Matthew presents the King. The devoted, un-murmuring Hebrew bondman with His ear bored to the door—that is Mark’s gospel. The fineness of the flour mingled with oil is in Luke, where the patient, dependent consistency of “the holy thing” is seen in every moment of His holy and subject life, “The mind which was in Christ Jesus”. In John, He is altogether that which He said He was. The perfection of His manhood in John is seen in that, alongside His indisputable rights in Deity, there was ever the acknowledgment of His submission to His Father and His will—“My food is that I should do the will of him that sent me, and that I should finish his work” (John 4: 34). 

He was ever the same; if He was indignant (Mark 10), or angry (Mark 3), it was righteous. If He was amazed and deeply depressed in spirit (Mark 14), He was perfect and subject. There was never any irritation or impatience, no moods or whims, ever the evenness and unruffled perfection of a spirit in abiding communion with His Father. John in his first epistle chapter 3 

says, “He is pure” (1 John 3: 3), “He is righteous” (1 John 3: 7); not was, but is—the constant, abiding state. The incidents, or conditions, of anger or indignation or deep depression made no difference. He is ever pure and righteous. Let us feed on Him in the gospels. 

Perhaps we should read the account of His trial, death, and resurrection first, then go to the beginning and study those qualities of perfection in manhood seen in perfect detail in His every movement. As thus filling our vessels, we come with further dedication to the altar in appreciation of His precious redemptive death, and there will be the expression of a steady consistency which is in keeping with the fine flour mingled with oil. 

The gold cup was also to be full, full of incense, the appreciation on the part of the prince of the fragrance and sweetness to God of the manhood of Jesus. In a world of corruption and evil He was ever fragrant to God. Mary in John 12 was a prince with a cup of gold full of incense. Her appreciation of the Altar shone in her dedicated and devoted act in anointing the feet of Jesus. This incense was not in relation to the altar of incense, or the golden altar as it is called, but rather the brazen altar, that of sacrifice and suffering. The cup of gold would refer to the quality and value of the work of God found in His people, that of new creation by the Spirit. It was to be full, and the vessel of each prince would carry his own impress; that is as it should be; God delights in that. So while the substance is always the same—Christ—the fact that it is coming through different vessels adds to God’s pleasure. 

The fact of all this coming in before the animals are offered shows that we should contemplate the perfect Man in His holy life prior to His offering Himself spotless to God, and feed on Him ourselves and become princes, consistent and constant, able to serve God on our day. 

Airdrie 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on the day that Moses had completed the setting up of the tabernacle, and had anointed it, and hallowed it, and all the furniture thereof, and the altar and all its utensils, and had anointed them, and hallowed them, [2] that the princes of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses, the princes of the tribes, they that were over them that had been numbered, offered; [3] and they brought their offering before Jehovah, six covered waggons, and twelve oxen; a waggon for two princes, and an ox for each; and they presented them before the tabernacle. …

Numbers 7:11 (JND) [11] And Jehovah said to Moses, They shall present their offering for the dedication of the altar, each prince on his day.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

Mark 3 (JND) [1] And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was there a man having his hand dried up. [2] And they watched him if he would heal him on the sabbath, that they might accuse him. [3] And he says to the man who had his hand dried up, Rise up [and come] into the midst. …

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

1 John 3:3 (JND) [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

1 John 3:7 (JND) [7] Children, let no man lead you astray; he that practises righteousness is righteous, even as *he* is righteous.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …



“JEHOVAH HAD VISITED HIS PEOPLE”

C. A. Coates 

Ruth 1 

Naomi represents that state of heart which takes account of all the departure from God’s thoughts, and feels the sorrow of it. Speaking assembly-wise we can look back to the time when we had first love and did first works, and enjoyed the inheritance; but we have to feel how different it is now. But God has gracious thoughts of recovery and restoration. This is necessarily an individual matter, but individual recovery always has in view, from God’s side, recovery of assembly character. God does not despise anyone who feels things rightly before Him. He delights in recovery. The Christian profession, as a whole, will end its course in apostasy, but there are those who, like Naomi, feel the state of things, and in Ruth we see sensibilities that are awakened to appreciate what is of God by coming in contact with them. 

Ruth’s heart was open to the spiritual impressions that reached her. How suitable is all this in view of recovery to what is in God’s mind for His people? Sorrowful exercises in Naomi and ardent affection in Ruth moved together from the fields of Moab and came to Bethlehem. But we must not forget that what started the movement was neither in Naomi nor in Ruth, but in Jehovah. “Jehovah had visited his people to give them bread”. It was the report of this that set them in motion. And there is a similar grace on His part today. The departure is manifest, and it is right to feel it, but the thoughts of God are unchanged, and the inheritance is as much in His heart for His people as it ever was. And in these last days God has, indeed, visited His people to give them bread. It is a time of extraordinary contrasts. On one side there is lack of spirituality, worldliness, self-seeking, every man doing what is right in his own eyes. But on another side wonderful and blessed divine movements. 

It would hardly be saying too much if we affirmed that there is more bread available for the people of God today than there has been at any time since the days of the apostles. The question for each one of us is. Are we interested? Is the inheritance, and the bread divinely given, attractive enough to draw us out of Moab, and to bring us to Bethlehem? If so, we shall find that it is “the beginning of the barley harvest”. The barley harvest is figurative of what is connected with Christ as the risen One. God is giving to His people what is precious and nourishing. As the Sheaf of first-fruits, Christ has been waved in resurrection, and what is secured in Him lies outside the region of either individual failure or assembly failure. It is all the product of divine grace and working. Christ is, indeed, the mighty Man of wealth; He is the true Boaz—in Him is strength. We find afterwards that Ruth kept with the maidens of Boaz until the end of the wheat harvest; the wheat harvest has reference to the saints as after the order of Christ; it brings in, typically, the assembly. 

(From ‘An Outline of Ruth’) 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man went from Bethlehem-Judah, to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. [2] And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem-Judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. [3] And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. …



JACOB – A WORSHIPPER

S. D. K. Roberts 

Hebrews 11: 21 

I am sure, beloved brethren, that each of us here would wish our last day to be our brightest. Jacob could look back over his history and see many failures—as I can in looking back over mine. However, it would seem that Jacob’s last day was his brightest. He appears here as a worshipper not in a formal way but because of his knowledge of God (see Genesis 48: 15, 16). He worshipped on the top of his staff—suggesting his personal experience of God. 

Do we ever ask, ‘Why am I alive?’ Our time on earth is very short; there is very little time left for any of us. What result for God, in our knowledge of Him, has resulted from each day of our sojourning? It is not a matter of mere mental knowledge, even of the Scriptures, however important that is, but a deepening personal knowledge of God Himself. 

The Lord Jesus said, ‘The Father seeks such as His worshippers’, John 4: 23. Jacob ended his days as a worshipper and our dear brother, now with the Lord, had his own knowledge of God through experience and was a worshipper. God is to be surrounded by such and this will characterize eternity. 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:21 (JND) [21] By faith Jacob [when] dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff.

Genesis 48:15-16 (JND) [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, [16] the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the land!

John 4:23 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers.



COMMITTAL

Q. Poore 

Ruth 1: 16, 17 (to “buried”); John 11: 33–36 

I was thinking particularly, beloved, of our brother’s committal. We have read of Ruth. I believe that character of committal marked our beloved departed brother, even from an early age—“Do not intreat me to leave thee”. I believe the Lord honoured our brother in his committal, even as a young man. On account of his conscience at the time of the first World War he went before a tribunal so that he should not have to take life, but he was refused his request and had to serve in the army in France. He cast himself daily upon God, that God would preserve him, and he was spared from having to take life. I believe the Lord has honoured our brother’s committal to Christ even from a young age. 

Ruth says, “thy God (shall be) my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”. We are gathered together today for the burial of our dear brother, but it is amongst his own people. What a triumph this is, as our brother has already said, his last day being his brightest. 

I refer briefly to John because I believe the secret of such committal lies in the love of Jesus. 

The brethren will know there are two words for ‘love’ in John’s gospel, one is the general disposition of love that is towards all of the Lord’s people, but this reference by the Jews here, “Behold how he loved him!”, involves something more intimate, it involves that there is something in the object that calls out that affection. I believe there was something in our brother’s committal that meant much to the Lord. There is the Lord’s affection for us each, but then there is that which is called out. I speak for the encouragement of those of us who remain. We shall feel the loss of our brother locally, but we would trust that something of what marked him may remain with us, a committal in affection, in response to the love of Christ, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 1:16-17 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee!

John 11:33-36 (JND) [33] Jesus therefore, when he saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, was deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled, [34] and said, Where have ye put him? They say to him, Lord, come and see. [35] Jesus wept. [36] The Jews therefore said, Behold how he loved him!



THE EFFECT ON THOSE WHO REMAIN

E. F. Woodford 

Mark 15: 37–39 

What an effect the death of a loved one has on those who remain! We often think, and it is encouraging to think, of the result for the person who has gone. What a comfort it is to be assured that our brother is with Christ. He could not be in a better place; he could not be with a greater Person; he is with Christ, and how very much better that is. He is beyond the range of pain or anything here; he is restfully with Christ. But what about the effect on those who remain? 

The greatest effect of any death was when the Lord Himself died. What a reality that was! It says, “And the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom”. The greatest effect, of His death was that God could come out in blessing toward men. I trust that every one of us has come into the blessing of God as a result of the death of Jesus. There was an effect on this centurion; there was an effect too on Joseph of Arimathaea so that he involved himself in the burial of that precious body. 

We sorrow, and feel the loss of our brother, but what effect, what lasting effect, is it going to have on us? I believe the Lord would be very near by way of comfort at this time. In the scripture in John 11 that was read earlier we see how affected the Lord Himself was at the death of a loved one. It says that He loved Lazarus; He was affected to the extent that He even wept. We would all be very feeling on this occasion, but what effect is it going to have, if the Lord leaves us here for a while? Is our brother’s place going to be taken in this locality? Is there going to be, through fresh committal, more for Christ than there has been before in this city? I believe the moment is ripe for such committal. So whilst we sorrow, and shall miss our brother, we pray that the Lord will strengthen and encourage that which remains. I am thinking of Joshua to whom after the death of Moses it was said, “Be strong and courageous”, Joshua 1: 6. Oh may this be a fresh start, as it were, for us all in devotedness to Christ, and to what He has here. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mr. H. J. Baker, Portsmouth
8 January 1987 

 


Scripture references

Mark 15:37-39 (JND) [37] And Jesus, having uttered a loud cry, expired. [38] And the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom. [39] And the centurion who stood by over against him, when he saw that he had expired having thus cried out, said, Truly this man was Son of God.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Joshua 1:6 (JND) [6] Be strong and courageous, for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land which I have sworn unto their fathers to give them.



MUSINGS

THE TRUE GRACE OF WOMANHOOD We usually, and rightly, relate the service of Hegai to Esther to the Holy Spirit’s service to the assembly to make her wholly suited and delightful to Christ, but I was impressed in a reading on Esther 2 that it also relates to the all-sufficient service of the Spirit so that what is normal in womanly grace may be brought about in the individual believer. This is a vital matter in these days when womanhood is often so degraded by self-assertion and independence, and when Satan would so beguile believing women by worldly features that they become almost indistinguishable from the world. We certainly do not need to resort to the beautician or the jeweller to secure what appeals to the heart of Christ (see 1 Peter 3: 3, 4). 

Esther “required nothing but what Hegai … appointed”, and the Christian woman requires nothing but what the Spirit provides to be formed in what is “of great price” in heaven’s assessment. It says that the king “loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight”. May this be our standard—what pleases Christ. He has His own standard of womanly glory. It is seen in the women of the gospels. He said in Luke 7, “Seest thou this woman?” In her—despised by the haughty Pharisee—was the precious expression of devotion to His Person and the sacrifice of all she had, so that He might be refreshed and His heart delighted by what corresponded in her to Himself. 

Dear sister, all you need to be attractive to Christ you will find in your links with the Holy Spirit. He will form you in all that appeals to the Lord Jesus as you rely entirely upon Him. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

Esther 2 (JND) [1] After these things, when the fury of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against her. [2] Then said the king's servants that attended upon him, Let there be maidens, virgins of beautiful countenance, sought for the king; [3] and let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together all the young virgins of beautiful countenance to Shushan the fortress, to the house of the women, unto the custody of Hegai the king's chamberlain, keeper of the women; and let their things for purification be given. …

1 Peter 3:3-4 (JND) [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …



EXTRACTS

In everything I do, I am under obligation to my brethren locally and generally, as if each member of the association informed the others of what he is doing so that they could participate. Hence, if I am honest, my conscience will not permit me to do anything when my brethren are not looking, that I would not do when they are looking, for I involve them in all I do. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 40, p.89) 

God is praised as we give thanks for our food. Some of us give thanks very meagrely. The word of God comes to me, opening up the mind of God, and in addressing Him in intelligence. God is getting a portion before I partake of it. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 85, p.393)
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