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FORMATION IN LOVE


A. P. Devenish 

1 Corinthians 8: 2, 3; Genesis 18: 1–8, 16–19; 26: 17–19, 32, 33 

The wonderful truth that God is love is known by us. We speak often of the divine nature being love, and of the need of being formed in the divine nature. God remains in one sense in inscrutability; it says, “Who only has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light—whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom be honour and eternal might. Amen”, 1 Timothy 6: 16. So what we know of God is what has come into expression in Christ. It says, “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth” (John 1: 14), and John goes on to say, 

“No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”, (John 1: 18). So we might say that what we know of God has been declared, has been shown, manifested in Christ—a wonderful manifestation. We might observe some of God’s attributes, His power. As you see a thunderstorm you think of the power of God; an earthquake shows what God can do; it far exceeds any power that man has been able to release. 

Peter speaks of becoming partakers of the divine nature; he speaks of the greatest and precious promises through which we become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust (2 Peter 1: 4). 

So one is concerned as we speak as to whether we are formed in love, whether there is a mature expression of the divine nature in each of us, holy love, love characterized by holiness, lovers of God. We can begin with the thought of being lovers of God, “if any one love God, he is known of him”. This would raise an exercise with us as to whether we love God. In one sense God knows everything, knows every one; He knows every one; in another sense, as this scripture speaks of it, all others are excluded—“if any one love God, he is known of him”. 

So I read about Abraham because there is the evidence that he was a lover of God. Being known of Him is objective, objective knowledge, as we know, meaning that it is not exactly what we say, it is that we give evidence that we love God. It says, “If any one say, I love God, and hate his brother, he is a liar”, 1 John 4: 20. So it is not exactly what we say; we may say we love God, but what comes out in Abraham is the evidence that he loved God. It is a wonderful thing to think of God taking account of us, and He is looking for the evidence that we love Him, that we have grown spiritually in the divine nature. So we find with Abraham the prominence of obedience, and immediate obedience. In Genesis 17, in relation to the circumcision, Abraham was immediately obedient, and that is the proof of his love. The Lord Jesus said, “He that has my commandments and keeps them; he it is that loves me”, John 14: 21. Obedience is the evidence of love for God, love for the Lord Jesus. It is not exactly because of obligation, although that would be involved, it is because we love that we are obedient. The Lord Jesus set it out in perfection in His pathway here, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. 

So we have this wonderful chapter in which Abraham typically entertains divine Persons. 

What are you looking out for? He was looking out from his tent in the heat of the day. He was not having an afternoon siesta was he? He was looking out from his tent expectantly and he received a divine visitation—and how well he entertains divine Persons typically. How wonderful is the provisional setting of the service of God at the present time. Dear brethren, I would like to speak about that. Jehovah is on the way to judgment in this chapter, on the way to the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah, as He is on the way to judgment in relation to this world. We have part, we might say, in the provisional setting of the service of God; we have the opportunity of entertaining affectionately divine Persons, not with anything that is substandard or that is less than the very best quality. It is very interesting how Abraham, you might say, is in liberty in the presence of such persons; he desires quickly to answer to their desires. He says, “I will fetch a morsel of bread”, that was his estimate of what he was about to bring. 

Sometimes our valuation exceeds what we really have. ‘Oh, that was a fine thanksgiving’, but what was really there that was pleasurable to God? So he says, “I will fetch a morsel of bread”; but then when he goes he says, “Knead quickly three seahs of wheaten flour, and make cakes. And Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf tender and good, and gave it to the attendant; and he hasted to dress it. And he took thick and sweet milk, and the calf that he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood before them under the tree, and they ate”. His estimate was a morsel of bread; think of what the divine estimate was! We might say, typically, how much God enjoyed what Abraham brought. Well, are we lovers of God? Have we been formed in the divine nature? So God says, ‘I know Abraham’. “If any one love God, he is known of him”. And he became God’s confidant; God was able to open up 

His heart to Abraham. Well, I would like to be such a person; would you?—not just looking out expectantly for a good sale, not thinking about ourselves. Scripture speaks about being lovers of self, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. It marks the last times and, alas, perhaps characterises some of us, lovers of self—your whole life may circle around you; my whole life may circle around me. 

What is prominent in Abraham’s history are the altars that he built. The measure of a man is his altar. Sacrificially, he has devoted his life to God. What characterises Abraham are the altars that he built; what characterises Isaac are the wells; what characterises Jacob, perhaps, is the discipline through which he passed. It is an exercise as to whether we have built an altar and whether our lives are devoted, on the principle of sacrifice, to God. I would ask you that. It is wonderful to see the brethren come to these meetings on the principle of sacrifice, giving up their time because they love God, they love the company of the saints, they love the truth. It is a wonderful thing that we are not in Christianity exactly as doing our duty; not that the principle of obligation does not enter into the fellowship, it does indeed; but we are here because we love God, because we are formed in the divine nature. When you think about Abraham’s history, although he failed at times yet he is characteristically the heavenly man; it is Christ, of course typically, but then too what is heavenly in character comes into expression in the way that he sacrificially devotes his life to God and the pleasure of God. 

“Lovers of self”—think of being a lover of self, circling everything, your life, your home, your children, your business, around yourself. How poor we become spiritually! Then “lovers of money”—Paul says, “The love of money is the root of every evil” (1 Timothy 6: 10)—every evil. It leads to power and pride and these things are hateful to God. It is a meek and quiet spirit which in the sight of God is of great price (1 Peter 3: 4). That is, of course, speaking about the sisters, but should characterise each one of us. 

I wish to speak now for a moment about Isaac. With him we see the love of the truth. This is a great concern that I think we need to carry, that the wells that have been stopped by the Philistines we dig again. There has been a wonderful development of the truth in our day; many of us can remember beloved Mr. James Taylor, some perhaps spent much time with him. Think of the wells that were dug—the truth of the assembly, precious truth that we have been occupied with today; the truth of the service of God under the guiding hand of the Minister of the sanctuary, the opening up of the service of God; the gospel linked with the house; salvation in the assembly; the maintenance of the truth of baptism in relation to our homes, and what is in, and what comes out of, our homes (Leviticus 23: 15–22). Think of the wells that have been dug by the beloved servants that have gone before, and the enemy’s effort has been to corrupt and fill them in with earth. Isaac’s exercise was to re-dig the wells that his father Abraham had dug. Is that your exercise? Is that our exercise in our local settings that these precious truths may be realities amongst us in the way of experience and enjoyment? Beloved Mr. Ernest Pitman in Toronto, the brethren will remember him, was one of the fathers that dug wells in Toronto and in Ontario and helped the brethren get free of worldliness and earthliness. What has happened to those wells? Have we in exercise and self-judgment sought to bring into expression in ourselves the experience and the enjoyment of the truth? That is what I think this means. So it becomes attractive for all the brethren to come into; you become a springing well in your locality. 

I fear that the enemy has been very busy, very, very successful in many parts in diluting the truth, making it palatable to us naturally. You know, we like the meetings, but we like many other things too and we would not want the meetings to interfere with our pleasures. I suppose Abimelech, and Ahuzzath his friend, and Phichol the captain of his host, thought that Isaac would be intimidated and would give way, but it says, “Isaac sent them away”. I think particularly we need to be on our guard against “his friend”; that is the social element that would take away from the heavenly character of the truth in its expression among the brethren—the social element, “his friend”. Why did he bring his friend? ‘My friend’; I have got friends in the fellowship. I am not talking about John’s reference, “Greet the friends by name” (3 John 14), I am speaking about special friendships that are inimical to the truth of the assembly and to the fellowship and that dull the heavenly colour, the heavenly quality, the heavenly character of the testimony in our localities. The social element means that persons are drawn together because of social and natural and national affinities and the result is that the truth of the assembly that has been recovered to us is lost in its practical expression. 

But it is interesting that when Isaac sends them away another spring is found. His servants came to him and told him concerning the well that they had dug, and said to him, “We have found water”. You will not be disappointed if you turn away from these things that damage the fellowship and greatly affect the heavenly quality and character of the testimony; another spring comes to light and it is called Shebah or Beersheba, alluding to the faithfulness of God. Think of New York, think of Plainfield, Toronto, Edmonton, it says, “therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day”. I think in a sense our cities are characterised by the overcomer; heaven regards our cities as characterised by the overcomers. A spring involves energy to overcome. Mary of Bethany would be in a sense the overcomer in Bethany, it is almost as if that village was given credit for her presence and what she was in her devotion to Christ. That is a wonderful thing to think about, that heaven credits the local setting with the character of the overcomers in it. But then would we not all like to be overcomers? It would be a springing well, that which would get the victory over the tendency, like the pull of gravity, to reduce the level of the relationships of the saints together. Let us get the victory, so that our links are on spiritual and heavenly lines and thus this becomes attractive to us. 

So I am not influenced specially by this person or that person. What a sobering exercise! John leaned on the breast of Jesus. He was in His bosom, which involves the receptiveness of the Lord’s affection, but he leaned on His breast, meaning that he got his strength for the maintenance of the truth and the testimony from Christ Himself. You are not leaning on the brethren. You get these politicians going through these States now and they are looking for support from here and they are looking for support from there, and they are catering to this one and catering to that one, compromising here and compromising there. But a believer does not have to do that. Lean on the breast of Christ, the rigidity and strength that is in the breast of Christ, and then we can maintain what is due to Him in our localities. His bosom is very attractive; John was in His bosom but he was on His breast and Peter beckons to him and he says, “Lord, who is it?” 

Peter would understand that John derived his understanding and answers from Christ, because he was near to Christ. It is not because Mr. So-and-so said such and such, not because a special friend was of some particular influence, or ‘if I do this I will lose his friendship’; John leaned on the breast of Christ. Beloved brethren, let us know something about that, leaning on the breast of Jesus. Do not be political. It has been one of the most sorrowful things in the history of the testimony, playing politics among the brethren. I believe the Lord would direct us to find communion and intimacy with Himself as leaning on His breast, as being in His bosom. 

I just want to speak for a moment about Jacob. We did not read about him because of lack of time. A very interesting man is Jacob. He had a lot of discipline—not just one wife; he had two. My father said one time, ‘You can choose your own discipline; you can marry whom you will, only in the Lord’. And this poor man had two. Then, of course, he had much else in the way of discipline. But what he becomes morally is what I want to speak about; he worships leaning on the top of his staff. Beloved Mr Taylor said that worship was the outgoing of our intelligent affections to God. That is a wonderful description of worship, the outgoing of our intelligent affections to God. And Jacob learned this through discipline. And you find in the varied circumstances through which he passed that he grew morally, grew great morally, grew great in the divine nature. He came to it that “all things work together for good to those who love God” (Romans 8: 28); that is what he came to. In Genesis 42 he says, “All these things are against me”; ‘Joseph is not, and now you want to take Benjamin’. He says, “All these things are against me”. But he comes to it that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. Well, you say, that is a difficult decision to make to move back. “All things work together for good to those who love God”. We may experience loss, financial loss; we may experience disappointment in relation to things here; things may seem to be against us; everything might seem to be against us, but God has your blessing in His heart. 

It is a wonderful thing that God has your blessing in His heart and He wants you to come to it that all these things that you may have complained about you are now thankful for because they have brought you to God. Your experiences, Jacob stresses the thought of experience, have brought you to God. One person he loved was Joseph. When Joseph was born he says, Send me away. He says to Laban, Send me away to my own land, to my own country (Genesis 30: 25). A little apprehension of Christ comes into your soul and you want to have a place in your own land, in your own country. Oh, you say, I have made a place for myself here, I am a very important person; I have a plaque on my office door, ‘Sales Manager’, ‘Vice-President’, ‘Secretary-Treasurer’, a very important person. When the light of Joseph came into Jacob’s soul, just a small impression, he says, Send me away to my own country, my own land. Oh, that a little impression might come into your soul today as to the loveliness of Jesus. Oh, that I could speak about Him in such a way that you could not help but follow Him. He said to a few fishermen, “Come after me”, and straightway they left their nets and followed Jesus. Oh, the attractiveness and loveliness of Jesus! Just a little impression coming into your soul would change your life and you no longer will be a lover of self, a lover of money, a lover of pleasure; you will become a lover of God, God manifest in Jesus. 

It says too of Jacob that he loved Rachel. I know that the teaching is that Leah represents the Gentiles; her tender-eyed character was a defect. She represents the Gentiles introduced prior to the coming in of Israel. But for a moment I would like to think about both Rachel and Leah as representing the assembly. In a certain sense Rachel represents the Pentecostal assembly, of beautiful form and lovely countenance. How lovely the Pentecostal assembly was, no evidence of breakdown then, no fragmentation of believers, they were all together in one place, a wonderful expression, you might say, of the glory of the assembly. Then Leah represents in another sense, as being tender-eyed, the truth of the body. Paul introduces it, the truth of the body, tender-eyed, and I believe, dear brethren, the Lord is stressing the thought of the truth of the body currently. I think all these sorrows among us, untimely deaths, and times of physical pain and suffering, are to affect our hearts and bring out into expression the truth of the body. Perhaps as to division of thought, division of opinions, differences of judgment, perhaps the Lord may use the sorrows of the saints physically and spiritually to bring into expression the truth of the body; if one member suffers all suffer. Perhaps He will thus draw us together in our affections. Paul says, “joined in soul”, Philippians 2: 2. Not just joined in relation to the truth, that we agree as to the terms of the truth, but joined in soul; feelingly we love one another, we enter feelingly into one another’s sorrows and sufferings. 

How much sorrow there has been! I suppose every family here has been affected by the terrible sorrows of the past few years. What has that brought into expression? I believe it is in mind that the truth of the body, the feelings of the body, the body of Christ, that is, His feelings. 

are to come into expression in the saints. “Jesus wept”, it says—a marvellous statement (John 11: 35). When He saw Mary weeping and the Jews weeping, it says, “Jesus wept”. The body of Christ means that Christ’s feelings are expressed in His body. Why is it that we have these divisions of judgment? Why is it? I have no doubt it is because we are not living in nearness to Christ. But I think, too, the Lord is seeking by allowing sorrows and sufferings and untimely deaths to come in among us to join the saints in soul in spiritual feelings that the weeping of Christ may be seen in the eyes of the saints. Have you seen that? I have seen it, Christ weeping, but in the eyes of the saints, I say that reverently. That is Christ’s body; that means He is expressed here; not only His manner of life, the perfection of His life shining in the saints, the life of Jesus that Paul speaks about (2 Corinthians 4: 10), but the tears of Jesus seen in the eyes of the saints as they are drawn together in affection, in sympathy, in sorrow, so that we can face together what we need to face, that is, that issues may be resolved righteously and according to the mind of Christ. 

Paul says, “We have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2: 16), that is, we have His thinking faculty, we are able to regard things as He does. Who of us would say we do? How often what is natural interferes with our spiritual judgment. “It is not for kings to drink wine”, it says (Proverbs 31: 4). What does it mean? That in judgment we need to be sober and face things righteously in the presence of God. 

Leah came forward first. I think, as one would just apply it, that perhaps before we touch very much in this time of recovery of the form and comeliness of Rachel we need to contemplate what Leah represents, the drawing of the saints together, body feelings working, the feelings of Jesus. 

“Jesus wept”, feeling the power of death over the human spirit, feeling the sorrow of Mary, the sorrow of the Jews at the death of Lazarus. 

Well, I would just suggest then that Jacob had another test in his brother Esau, a great and testing exercise for Jacob. How was he going to meet this offended brother? He starts out by saying, ‘I am a very spiritual brother; I will send you gifts and no doubt I will make you feel more favourable towards me’. That is how he starts out—a very ‘spiritual’ brother. ‘I have all kinds of possessions; God has greatly prospered me and I will send you many gifts and no doubt you will feel more favourable towards me’. Then he had the experience of wrestling with a man, and God taught Jacob how to wrestle. David said, “Blessed be Jehovah my rock, who teacheth my hands to war, my fingers to fight”, Psalm 144: 1. But he taught Jacob how to give way. This is something I want to bring forward, this suggestion as to how to give way without being defeated. There is no doubt the man could have overcome Jacob if it was a question of physical strength, but at this critical time God was teaching Jacob a very valuable lesson—how to yield. It is not always the best thing, you know, when you are meeting an issue, to say, I have been right all the time. That really does not help anybody. This man—it speaks of him as a man who wrestled with Jacob—he showed him how to yield. He allowed him to overcome him. 

It is very interesting, if the brethren would just excuse me for a moment to refer to Judges some were very concerned about all the things that Gideon had done. “And he said to them, What have I done now in comparison with you? Are not the gleanings of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? Into your hands hath God delivered the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; and what was 

able to do in comparison with you? Then their spirit was appeased toward him”, Judges 8: 2, 3. You see, sometimes we say, Well, we have been right all the time and you have been wrong all the time, but the man taught Jacob what it was to yield. He did not give up anything, no vestige of the truth was given up, but personally, in his spirit, he taught Jacob how to yield. Is that what has marked your locality? Abigail came down to meet David. There was nothing wrong with Abigail, no fault with her; she came down to meet David in order to maintain the character of the throne, the throne of grace that David represents. I just want to suggest when meeting a brother we want to know how to yield. It says that as they were reconciled Jacob saw the face of God in Esau (Genesis 33: 10). You may say it would have to be pretty abstract, but it suggests the truth of reconciliation and how it is effected. It is so difficult for us to give way. 

May the Lord help us in these things, beloved brethren; may we be formed in the divine nature. We have the opportunity for only a short time to be formed in love in the divine nature and to do things as God would do them. May it be so, for His name. 

Address at Plainfield
25 May 1984

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 8:2-3 (JND) [2] If any one think he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know [it]. [3] But if any one love God, *he* is known of him):

Genesis 18:1-19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. [4] Let now a little water be fetched, that ye may wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. [5] And I will fetch a morsel of bread; and refresh yourselves; after that ye shall pass on; for therefore have ye passed on towards your servant. And they said, So do as thou hast said. [6] And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, Knead quickly three seahs of wheaten flour, and make cakes. [7] And Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf tender and good, and gave [it] to the attendant; and he hasted to dress it. [8] And he took thick and sweet milk, and the calf that he had dressed, and set [it] before them; and he stood before them under the tree, and they ate. [9] And they said to him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. [10] And he said, I will certainly return to thee at [this] time of the year, and behold, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah was listening at the tent-door, which was behind him. [11] Now Abraham and Sarah were old [and] advanced in age: it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. [12] And Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am become old, shall I have pleasure, and my lord old? …

Genesis 26:17-33 (JND) [17] And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his camp in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. [18] And Isaac dug again the wells of water that they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, and that the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham; and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them. [19] And Isaac's servants dug in the valley, and found there a well of springing water. [20] But the shepherds of Gerar strove with Isaac's shepherds, saying, The water is ours. And he called the name of the well Esek, because they had quarrelled with him. [21] And they dug another well, and they strove for that also; and he called the name of it Sitnah. [22] And he removed thence and dug another well; and they did not strive for that. And he called the name of it Rehoboth, and said, For now Jehovah has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land. [23] And he went up thence to Beer-sheba. [24] And Jehovah appeared to him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's sake. [25] And he built an altar there, and called upon the name of Jehovah. And he pitched his tent there; and there Isaac's servants dug a well. [26] And Abimelech, and Ahuzzath his friend, and Phichol the captain of his host, went to him from Gerar. [27] And Isaac said to them, Why are ye come to me, seeing ye hate me, and have driven me away from you? [28] And they said, We saw certainly that Jehovah is with thee; and we said, Let there be then an oath between us between us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee, …

1 Timothy 6:16 (JND) [16] who only has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom [be] honour and eternal might. Amen.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

2 Peter 1:4 (JND) [4] through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

1 John 4:20 (JND) [20] If any one say, I love God, and hate his brother, he is a liar: for he that loves not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?

Genesis 17 (JND) [1] And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I [am] the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect. [2] And I will set my covenant between me and thee, and will very greatly multiply thee. [3] And Abram fell on his face; and God talked with him, saying, …

John 14:21 (JND) [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him.

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

1 Timothy 6:10 (JND) [10] For the love of money is [the] root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows.

1 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

Leviticus 23:15-22 (JND) [15] And ye shall count from the morning after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave-offering, seven weeks; they shall be complete; [16] even unto the morning after the seventh sabbath shall ye count fifty days; and ye shall present a new oblation to Jehovah. [17] Out of your dwellings shall ye bring two wave-loaves, of two tenths of fine flour; with leaven shall they be baken; [as] first-fruits to Jehovah. [18] And ye shall present with the bread seven he-lambs without blemish, yearlings, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be a burnt-offering to Jehovah with their oblation, and their drink-offerings, an offering by fire of a sweet odour to Jehovah. [19] And ye shall sacrifice one buck of the goats for a sin-offering, and two he-lambs, yearlings, for a sacrifice of peace-offering. [20] And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the first-fruits as a wave-offering before Jehovah, with the two he-lambs; they shall be holy to Jehovah, for the priest. [21] And ye shall make proclamation on that same day a holy convocation shall it be unto you: no manner of servile work shall ye do: [it is] an everlasting statute in all your dwellings throughout your generations. [22] And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not in thy harvest entirely reap the corners of thy field, and the gleaning of thy harvest shalt thou not gather: thou shalt leave them unto the poor and to the stranger: I am Jehovah your God.

3 John 1:14 (JND) [14] but I hope soon to see thee, and we will speak mouth to mouth. Peace [be] to thee. The friends greet thee. Greet the friends by name.

Romans 8:28 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose.

Genesis 42 (JND) [1] And Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and Jacob said to his sons, Why do ye look one upon another? [2] And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down thither and buy [grain] for us from thence, in order that we may live, and not die. [3] And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy [grain] out of Egypt. …

Genesis 30:25 (JND) [25] And it came to pass when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my place and to my country.

Philippians 2:2 (JND) [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing;

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

Proverbs 31:4 (JND) [4] It is not for kings, Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, nor for rulers [to say], Where is the strong drink?

Psalms 144:1 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David.} Blessed be Jehovah my rock, who teacheth my hands to war, my fingers to fight;

Judges 8:2-3 (JND) [2] And he said to them, What have I done now in comparison with you? Are not the gleanings of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? [3] Into your hands hath God delivered the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; and what was I able to do in comparison with you? Then their spirit was appeased toward him, when he said that word.

Genesis 33:10 (JND) [10] And Jacob said, No, I pray thee; if now I have found favour in thine eyes, then receive my gift from my hand; for therefore have I seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou hast received me with pleasure.



A FULL ANSWER TO GOD’S THOUGHTS


J. Renton 

Genesis 12: 1–5; 30: 25–28; Exodus 2: 15–22; 2 Samuel 7: 17–20 

I desire to speak, dear brethren, of the importance of coming into the fulness of what God 

has in mind for us. I suppose we are all believers here and there has been on the part of each one some answer to the preaching of the glad tidings, but there is always a tendency to stop short. The enemy would occupy us with other things, but the great need is to come into the fulness of what God has in mind. The Lord would attract us and the Spirit would help us, and we need to encourage one another to provide for God more than a partial answer to His approach to us. God’s great end in approaching us is that there should be a result for Himself in life and fruit. 

These scriptures illustrate in some way what is in mind. We begin with Abraham, who was called. If you read chapter 11 you would think it was Terah who was called because it says in verse 31, “Terah took Abram his son ... and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went forth together out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to go into the land of Canaan, and came as far as Haran, and dwelt there”. But Terah was not the one who was called. Genesis 12 begins, “And Jehovah had said to Abram”, so Abram is the one who was in the divine mind in the call. Stephen in his address in Acts 7 tells us, “The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran ... and thence, after his father died, he removed him into this land”, the land of Canaan. Therefore something hindered Abraham. Paul in Hebrews 11 does not tell us that Abraham was detained; “By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going” (Hebrews 11: 8). What a man Abraham was! It ill becomes us to be too critical of him, and yet, great man as he was, he was detained in Haran. After his father died, Stephen tells us, he came into the land of Canaan, therefore he was hindered by what was natural, the claims of the natural. 

We have to face the fact, dear brethren, that the claims of the natural are very strong indeed. 

If the claims of the natural hindered a man like Abraham, how much more have we to be on our guard. We have to distinguish between the flesh and the natural. The flesh is the result of the evil poison that had its origin in the serpent and is in every one of us, but natural relationships are of God, but they are not to hinder our full answer to God’s call. The call in the glad tidings has come to every one here, and I suppose every one has answered somewhat to that call, but would there be some hindrance to coming into the fulness of what God has in mind? Even Abraham, who went out not knowing where he was going, as Paul tells us, was hindered. When he was in Ur of the Chaldeans, “Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house to the land that I will show thee”. He left the land in which he lived, which would be a big sacrifice for Abraham, but he did not leave his kindred and he came as far as Haran. How long he was there we do not know. 

Something must have stirred in Abraham, something must have reminded him of his call and God’s promise, which made him move further. “The land that I will shew thee” was not Haran. God made a great promise to Abraham, “I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee”, but the blessing would be his as coming into the land “that I will shew thee”. But he was held up at Haran. I wonder how many of us are like that. A meeting like this might stimulate us. Maybe some touch from the Lord will be necessary that someone here may desire to come into the fulness of divine blessing. We tend to settle down; even Abraham settled down, how more likely are we to settle down in a kind of half-way house. So “Abram departed as Jehovah had said to him. And Lot went with him ... 

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had acquired, and the souls that they had obtained in Haran”. There was something acquired in that half-way house but the fulness of things belonged to the land “that I will shew thee”, the land that he was promised. 

The land in the Old Testament answers for us to the enjoyment of eternal life. We have the light of eternal life, and the refining touches that the Spirit has in mind to accomplish at the present time would involve in our localities the enjoyment of eternal life. Eternal life is enjoyed when we are together, the Lord in control, the Spirit free, loving one another; that is the area of eternal life. We have the truth of it, but the Lord would have us move from the half-way house of just knowing about it to be exercised to have the full enjoyment of it. It involves unity, as seen in Psalm 133, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” There the Lord commands the blessing, life for evermore. Eternal life is a blessing the Lord has in mind for us to enjoy as we are together in unity. So it says here, “and they went out to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came”—he arrived at the fulness of what God had in mind in calling him at the beginning. 

In Genesis 30 we find Jacob who had left the land of Canaan, his place and his country, and it was right he should do so to get a wife. He was sent by his father with his blessing and he was there fourteen years. That was a long time, and yet he was obliged to be there fourteen years, because he served seven years for Rachel and he so loved her that they were in his eyes as single days, but he was given Leah instead of Rachel and he had to serve another seven years. Then Joseph is born 

who is a remarkable type of the Lord Jesus; it is when Joseph was born that Jacob desired to move—for us it would mean that Jacob got an impression of Christ that caused him to think of his true place. It says, “And it came to pass when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my place and to my country”. He proposed to go to where he really belonged. He knew where he belonged and it was in his heart to go, but he was detained six years because of personal advantage. Laban made a proposal to him and he could see that if he stayed in Padan-Aram he would acquire more goods; personal advantage detained him there; how sad! 

Sometimes what is natural detains us, for what is natural is very strong, but it has to be superseded by what is spiritual. Then we have to judge any feature of personal advantage which might be a means of detaining us from coming into what Jacob speaks of as “my place and ... my country”. A meeting like this provides an occasion for coming to decisions. If there is the presentation of the Lord Jesus Christ, His grace, His attractiveness, what there is for Him, does it touch some chord that will result in a decision? Jacob makes this decision here, but personal advantage, more of this world’s goods, hindered him another six years. Do not be hindered, dear fellow-believer. Do not let what is natural hinder you, do not let any personal advantage hinder you. What is for God is far more blessed, Jacob’s place and his country would for us be God’s purpose. Let nothing hinder our coming into the full possession of what God has in mind. 

We read about Moses. Moses had been brought up in Pharaoh’s court. He was forty years old at the time of this incident. To refer again to Stephen’s address, “Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his 

words and deeds”, Acts 7: 22. What a speaker he would be, whether he spoke on politics or business or whatever subject, he was mighty in his words—and in his deeds, whether in sport or in the army, he was a great man in Egypt. Just previous to where we read he slew an Egyptian. I suppose it would not cause much effort for Moses, a man mighty in deeds, to slay an Egyptian. He had right desires in doing so but he had to learn another way; God had another way. “Moses fled from before Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian. And he sat by the well”. Mighty in words and deeds, instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, there he was sitting by the well. What a fine attitude that was! He was drawing from another source, he was learning that there was not sufficiency in self. Like that woman that we read of earlier who was bereft of her husband and was resourceless but found resource in the oil, which would be for us the Spirit, so Moses is deriving from another source; he sat by the well, unlearning—and learning another way, learning to depend on the Holy Spirit. He is not detained by what is natural here and he is not there for personal advantage as he might have been in Egypt; he is learning another way. 

It says, “And he sat by the well. And the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came … And the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses rose and helped them”. He did not tackle the shepherds; he no doubt would have been able for these shepherds, for he was mighty in his words and deeds, but he did not act like that. He acted in a different way altogether, he rose up and helped the daughters; he was on a positive line, he was helping. So it says, “And Moses consented to remain with the man”. It was the will of God, and he consented. He did not rebel; he did not say, This is not good enough for a man like me with all the learning I have had; he consented to dwell with the man in the locality where he was. “And Moses consented to remain with the man; and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter”; he was given her; he did not take her, he was given her; he consented to remain with the man and he accepted Zipporah. 

She was not too easy; it is like accepting conditions in our local setting. We have not chosen one another. Moses did not choose Zipporah, he was given Zipporah and he consented. How important it is to consent to accept our local conditions. We have not selected one another, but we have the best conditions that God can give us in which to work and learn together. He consented to remain with the man; he accepted what he was given in that local setting and he was there for forty years. He trained there, he learned by working with Zipporah for forty years to lead two million people in the wilderness for forty years; it was all part of his training in view of his service and being available for what God had in mind. He began by consenting and accepting the conditions as they were as the ordering of God and the will of God. Let us be those who consent and who accept, and work among, our local brethren God has given to us. From one point of view the Lord is saying to us, These people in your locality are good enough for Me to live with eternally and I will give them to you for a few years to work with. Let us view one another this way, dear brethren; let us get the best out of one another. Moses got the best from Zipporah; there was result, there was the son Gershom and another one later, there was fruit, and it came about by his consenting and accepting attitude. 

David, in 2 Samuel, had to learn God’s way. David had his own ideas and they appeared to be good, in fact, he is thinking about God—“And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains” (2 Samuel 7: l, 2). He had God’s house in mind but he had his own ideas about it and Jehovah said to him, No, David, not your way, My way. That often happens in our histories; we have our own thoughts. We sometimes are upset because things do not work out the way we think they ought to work out. Jehovah said, No, David, I appreciate what you have in mind but it is going to be My way. Did David sulk about that? Did he rebel? It says, “And king David went in and sat before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?” The answer is in the presence of God. 

It is to David’s credit that he accepted that his way was not God’s way. God’s way is always best, not only for ourselves but for Him and in the result for Him. David says, “Yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight. Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah?” He is saying, Is it such a one as I that has come into all this blessing? David learned the blessing of accepting God’s way. Is this the manner of man? Even such as I? Even such as ourselves, dear brethren, can have our part in doing things God’s way. “And is this the manner of man. 

Lord Jehovah? And what can David say more to thee?” He is a worshipper here, he sees that God’s way is better than his way and there is great blessing attached to it. He becomes a worshipper, he comes into the fulness of the knowledge of God in this chapter and into the light that God had in mind, sonship in Solomon. 

That is all I have to say, dear brethren. May we be encouraged. May we not be detained. May we be set to go on to fulness for God’s glory and pleasure. 

Address at Brooklyn. N.Y.
28 April 1984




Scripture references

Genesis 12:1-5 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee. [2] And I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. [3] And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. [4] And Abram departed as Jehovah had said to him. And Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed out of Haran. [5] And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had acquired, and the souls that they had obtained in Haran, and they went out to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.

Genesis 30:25-28 (JND) [25] And it came to pass when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my place and to my country. [26] Give [me] my wives for whom I have served thee, and my children; that I may go away, for thou knowest my service which I have served thee. [27] And Laban said to him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes I have discovered that Jehovah has blessed me for thy sake. [28] And he said, Appoint to me thy wages, and I will give it.

Exodus 2:15-22 (JND) [15] And Pharaoh heard of this matter, and sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from before Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian. And he sat by the well. [16] And the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came and drew [water], and filled the troughs, to water their father's flock. [17] And the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses rose and helped them, and watered their flock. [18] And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, Why are ye come so soon to-day? [19] And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew [water] abundantly for us, and watered the flock. [20] And he said to his daughters, And where is he? why then have ye left the man behind? Call him, that he may eat bread. [21] And Moses consented to remain with the man; and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. [22] And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom; for he said, I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.

2 Samuel 7:17-20 (JND) [17] According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak to David. [18] And king David went in and sat before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? [19] And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah? [20] And what can David say more to thee? for thou, Lord Jehovah, knowest thy servant.

Genesis 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee. [2] And I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. [3] And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. …

Acts 7 (JND) [1] And the high priest said, Are these things then so? [2] And he said, Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, [3] and said to him, Go out of thy land and out of thy kindred, and come into the land which I will shew thee. …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11:8 (JND) [8] By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Genesis 30 (JND) [1] And when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister, and said to Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. [2] And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, Am I in God's stead, who has withheld from thee the fruit of the womb? [3] And she said, Behold, there is my maid, Bilhah: go in to her, in order that she may bear on my knees, and I may also be built up by her. …

Acts 7:22 (JND) [22] And Moses was instructed in all [the] wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …



CONFORMITY TO CHRIST





W. Dickson 

Genesis 5: 27; Romans 8: 28–30 

This verse that we have read in Genesis is one of the most arresting verses in Holy Scripture, a record by the Holy Spirit of a man with the longest life on this earth. There is no other mention of him in the Scriptures, apart from the genealogies, as far as I know, and no record of him in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews in the line of faith. The man with the longest life-span, the Spirit just gives a short verse to him with the comment, “and he died”. You wonder, beloved brethren, what that life held for God. You wonder if it held anything for God, but Scripture is silent. We will not judge, but there is no record that there was anything for God. One has said his life was ‘featureless’1.

But as we bury our sister today we think of the scripture, “Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints” (Psalm 116: 15). Her life was comparatively short-lived, far short of the span of years of the man of whom we have read, but we can say this of her, “Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints”. Every one, whether young or old, purchased by the precious blood of Jesus, is owned by heaven. How precious our gathering is today in the sight of heaven because we bury a saint. How far better to die precious in the sight of heaven, in the sight of God, than to live to such a span as Methuselah and perhaps nothing in it for God, nothing in it for Christ. 

Now to refer to this passage in Romans, “But we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God …” We think of the comfort and the strength that our beloved brother needs, and our dear sister her mother too, the grace to be able to say, “But we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God”. Is there any greater demonstration of the power of the love of Christ and the living power of the Spirit than, in the presence of the breaking of the most cherished natural tie, to be able to say, “But we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God”? Could we all say it, beloved brethren, in this room at this time? Is that the way our hearts feel? Is there any trace of resentment at the divine actings? Consider that blessed Man, the Lord Jesus. In Gethsemane He prayed, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. 

It says, “Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be the firstborn among many brethren”. Beloved brethren, I think we saw the conformity to the image of His Son taking place with our sister. She acquired a place in the affections of the brethren in this city in the short time she was here, and that place did not stand in relation to anything that she was naturally. There was what was naturally attractive with her which appealed in a natural sense in a right way to our hearts, but the place she had in the affections of the brethren in this city stood in relation to the features of Christ, what the Spirit of God was working out as bringing about a conformity to the image of God’s Son. 

We have often said in this city in recent weeks and months, ‘What is the Lord saying to us in all this?’ Could I put it another way? What is God working out for His own pleasure, for His own delight for all eternity? He is going to have those that are conformed to the image of His Son. Our sister was predestinated, she was foreknown—long before time was. God in the workings of His grace had in mind there would be something for His own heart. There will be something for the heart of Christ and for God throughout all eternity as a result of these workings producing conformity to the image of God’s Son. 

So all should be subject to the work of God as it goes on. Oh, you young people, may the Spirit of God work with you! What did the poet say? 

‘Life at best is very brief, 

Like the falling of the leaf, 

Like the binding of a sheaf, 

But be in time’. 

Make sure that your life is held under the control of the blessed Spirit of God, so that it is a life that yields something for God’s pleasure and is a comfort to the heart of Christ at the present time, for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mrs Elizabeth Gray, Edinburgh
24 February 1984 
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Scripture references

Genesis 5:27 (JND) [27] And all the days of Methushelah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he died.

Romans 8:28-30 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].



Notes


	[←1]
	 J. Taylor Vol. 32, p.215
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