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THE SERVICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADING TO CHRIST WHERE HE IS

Genesis 24: 58–62; 1 Kings 10: 1–5; Ephesians 2: 18; 3: 14–18; Revelation 4: 2; 21: 9, 10 

CKR  We often think of Rebecca’s answer to this question, “Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go”. It is a very fine result and a fine committal that came with definiteness, but I would like to raise the enquiry that we might look at, where was she going to? She was going with the servant to another realm where she had never been before. She was going to prove the help of the Holy Spirit typically, referred to in the servant, to take her to where, I would like to suggest, is a realm on the other side of death. I wondered whether we could enquire a little to see the tremendous advantage of the service of the Holy Spirit to take us all, as believers, to another realm and to hold our affections and minds there, because it is the realm where Jesus is. This may help us to understand a little more what the Lord says of the Holy Spirit, “He shall glorify me”, John 16: 14. Likewise the Queen of Sheba is a very interesting person. She was one who came to where Solomon was, and was totally taken over in her being and person by Solomon and his wealth. Solomon in Scripture generally refers to Christ glorified, and we could well enquire, Has every one of us made this journey and found for ourselves what Solomon speaks of, the whole heavenly administration of which Christ is the Head and Centre? Then we will begin to understand a bit more, according to Ephesians, that access is in the power of the Spirit to the Father in this realm. I refer to Paul and to John to see that the whole design and intent of the service of the Holy Spirit is clearly to move us from this realm to the realm where Christ is, which is the realm where divine purpose and blessings are. It was really the phrase “access by one Spirit” that I was thinking of in Ephesians 2, and then also, “to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man” in Ephesians 3, in order that we might have this great spiritual capacity to know “what is the breadth and length and depth and height”. As to John, it is quite remarkable in Revelation 4 and also in Revelation 21 that he becomes in the Spirit or is carried away in the Spirit and saw some wonderful things relating to heaven. Hymn 92 has been sung again today and you get a sense of your inward being and affections being moved into the realm of divine purpose. The theme of that hymn is the great truth of Christ and the assembly. 

JS  It says Isaac was dwelling in the south country, that is where he was and that was where she was going to, was it not? 

CKR  Yes, so who moved? It was Rebecca with the servant, typical of the Holy Spirit. She followed the man and was taken to the realm where Isaac was. He was a man of leisure in the centre of his own affairs, and the moment of presentation was about to come. This is a type of the experience of the Holy Spirit taking us in our mind and affections to that realm where Jesus is. 

JS  It is very interesting that when Isaac lifted up his eyes he saw the camels. Do you think that is a suggestion of the power of the Spirit to carry us to where Christ is? 

CKR  Exactly, and we will not get any other way. We will not get there just based on information. I trust we all understand that we need the service and power of the Holy Spirit to take us to the realm where Jesus is. There is nothing to compare with that! 

MGW  What would you say about the fact that this is worked out in a family arrangement? That did not work at all, but when they enquired of the maiden, she said, “I will go”. What do you think? 

CKR  There is something wrought in Rebecca herself. The servant has obviously become attractive to her. I have often thought that at the beginning of Genesis 24, it is Rebecca who is indispensable to the servant, but by the end of the chapter it is the servant who is indispensable to Rebecca. That is very interesting as you go through the chapter, because Rebecca comes on to view and the servant needed her. The focal point of his whole journey was to find this person that met the lineage and the characteristics and so in that sense she became indispensable to him. But then by the end of the chapter the servant is indispensable to her. The only way she is going to get to Isaac is by the service of the servant, who is typical of the Holy Spirit. 

JTB(Gr)  Do you have some sense of the thoroughness with which the Lord has presented the truth as to the Spirit when He says, “He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you”, John 16: 14? The Spirit is the One “who goes forth from with the Father” (John 15: 26), and who became freighted with the Father’s thoughts as to Christ. What could be greater than the Father’s thoughts as to Christ, and what the Father had in mind in view of the satisfaction of Christ. The Spirit’s service was necessary in order that that might be secured. 

CKR  I think it is of the Lord that in these days we feel constantly led to refer to the Person and service of the Holy Spirit. At Grangemouth last week we considered the gift of the Holy Spirit and the whole transaction involved in that. Rebecca became such that she had full confidence in the servant, and therefore she would go with him. “Wilt thou go with this man?” And she said, “I will go”. 

JS  She made an enquiry, “Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us?” The servant said, “That is my master!” That would be in the line of glorifying Christ in the realm where He is, do you think? 

CKR  Well, have we asked that question? Has every one of us here asked the question, “Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us?” Is there something about Christ in His distinctiveness in His own realm that has drawn me? If that is so, that is of the Holy Spirit. It is the service indeed of a divine Person, and He has come with that mission. We need, under the power of the Spirit, to be energised inwardly to ask constantly, “Who is the man?” This brings the distinctiveness and glory of the Lord Jesus before us—there is no one like Him. 

GBG  The first scripture links very much with your scripture in Ephesians. It says, “Rebecca arose” suggesting that she was strengthened by power; she was, in type, “strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts”. She had not seen Isaac, but she had confidence in the Spirit that He is able to quicken her affections in relation to this glorious Person. 

CKR  The strengthening power of the Holy Spirit is not natural; we are not promoting a religion, but are talking about something that is very much at the secret of the whole operation of divine Persons in this dispensation. The Holy Spirit is moving hearts and souls that have been redeemed and covered by the gospel, not to leave them in this scene, but to take them to another scene; to take them inwardly in their minds and affections to find a bond together in the realm where Jesus is. 

GBG  And what underlies this must be our individual relations with the Spirit, do you think? We just do not jump into this on a Lord’s day, do we? 

CKR  Well that is why I read it, as to the two types of individuals in Genesis 24 and 1 Kings 10. One is probably a development of the other, but it is true that every one of us here ought to be showing these Rebecca-type features, that we have some understanding of the presentation of the truth of the Spirit and the greatness and glory of these things. Our lives have been affected, and our inward beings and minds are beginning to appreciate more and more as we receive of the treasure of the master that is under His hand. We grasp a lot of these things, but now is the time for energy to come forward and go in the Spirit. Really, we cannot be restrained. We are proving the liberty of the Holy Spirit that we are attached to Christ in glory. 

WMP  We really move on this principle in the Lord’s supper, do we? Faith has been referred to, faith in the Spirit. Help us about our journey being spiritual, which must be a matter that involves what is inward. 

CKR  Physically we do not leave our seats, but actually in mind and affections we have moved to where Christ is. Is that not what we find? It is there to be experienced by us more than ever because of the service of the Holy Spirit, who helps us to rise above burdens, weaknesses and concerns, because Christ fills our view. 

JAW  You have referred to the gold and silver items. Is that what we gather up during the week. I feel the weight of that because what we gather up during the week is what colours our response on Lord’s day, does it not? 

CKR  Quite so, because we are beginning to appreciate what has come to us, and we grasp more of the treasures of the master which include such truths as redemption, justification, reconciliation and the fellowship. All these are things which we have received and been helped to understand a little. Now all that substance is coming together as we proceed so that the service of God is enriched because Christ is before us. 

WMP  We just get used to things being on a natural level, but to enter into what is spiritual is the very greatest thing. There is a divine provision for us that we might actually enter into this realm. 

JMM  The apostle speaks to Timothy about progress being manifest, and I think it is from familiarity with this realm that progress will develop, and then we come back into the ordinary things of life with a different approach. The testimonial scene is enhanced by the experience of the kind that you are seeking to encourage us in. The woman of worth brought her food from afar, and on another occasion a man came from Baal-shalishah with fresh ears of corn (2 Kings 4: 42). 

CKR  That is right. In essence you could say the result of this whole experience. Rebecca goes into becoming a wife, and she goes into all the experiences of life that relates to that in Genesis 25 onwards. She gives her own characteristics and her own glory, but I think some of the substance was involved in that because it says of Rebecca that she loved what God loved and that was all so necessary. I do think that we do need some impress of this if we are going to seek grace to work out, in our ordinary relationships of life, things according to this character, and not according to man’s standard or the standard that is all round about us. 

JMM  Let us not forget that the Spirit of God is speaking, even in times such as these, and there is still the opportunity for the overcomer to hear what the Spirit has to say to the assemblies. 

CKR  Yes, these are great comforts and the Holy Spirit’s service will have a glorious conclusion, and is to have that with every one of us. If you look round this room there are generations coming through, younger men and women, who have heard the gospel and received Christ and have the Holy Spirit. What we are talking about is the filling out of these matters for the blessing and encouragement of every one and for the divine pleasure. 

APG  I was thinking about the experience that Jacob had. He moved to be where Joseph was but the transport was provided, that is the waggons. “And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba; and he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac”, Genesis 46: 1. That is the realm beyond death, is it not. 

CKR  I like the touch in that section at the end of Genesis 45 when Israel says, “It is enough—Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I die”. What a wonderful matter when an ageing soul, who had been through so much, and whom God had in mind for blessing, yet when he saw the waggons his spirit revived and he is convicted and assured that Joseph his son is yet alive. I trust that there may be a touch in every one of us in this occasion that Christ is alive and glorified. Such matters we can attribute to the service of the Holy Spirit. 

GBG  Is the Spirit every bit as fervent in His commission now as He was at the beginning of this dispensation? 

CKR  I think that is well worth repeating and asserting that it is so; He is a divine Person. The Spirit’s service is not affected by any measure in which Laodicea is in evidence, indeed it cannot be. Yesterday, we had reference to the oil in Matthew 25—there was nothing wrong with the oil. The oil itself was pure; it was the protection and care given to it that was the test. 

GBG  Mr James Taylor said in relation to John 4 that the Spirit is the self-acting power in the believer. Do we really believe that there is a self-acting power in the believer? That is a very attractive way of putting it. 

CKR  I often query with myself if I really appreciate that in this dispensation I am living in is the day of the power of the indwelling Spirit. It was never known in a previous dispensation. The service of the Spirit was in a different character, but the gift of the Spirit affects the inwards of the believer, and this touches what is spiritual. We need to understand that there is something operating in a person (you may not be able to actually put your finger on it) but it is a very real matter and shows itself. The woman in John 4 says, “Sir, give me this water” (John 4: 15). If you look at the beginning of that section, she came out of the city to draw water because she needed satisfaction, but at the end of it she has left her water-pot, and had become a self-fulfilling person with the resource and power of a new source altogether. 

JS  I wondered if in that way our day by day exercises in relation to the Spirit would lead in this direction. Rebecca had been marked by coming to the well, that was a daily matter, and I wondered if that really prepared her so that she was ready for this further movement? 

CKR  Quite so, she was ready to go. She was ready to leave her own environment to go to another; am I? Am I proving that? Did I prove a touch of it this morning? I can truly say before the Lord I believe I did. It makes nothing of me but I give thanks for the service of the Holy Spirit inwardly that helps you in these things. I just feel that this is so important, because it is not the length of the experience, but it is the verity and truth of it that matters. To have a spiritual impression to me is an inward matter, an inward experience that captivates for the moment my mind, my affections and my being. I see clearly and experience and enjoy things relating to a glorified Christ and the realm of which He is the Head and Centre. 

AMB  We had brought before us on Tuesday, the Spirit’s work and guiding and leading and our part is to follow. Rebecca says, “I will go”, and then she follows the man. Do you think these features of readiness to be guided and readiness to follow spring from affection for Christ, and the Spirit can work within such hearts? 

CKR  Yes, that is the environment. It is like the soil. “That the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts” is the realm of faith in the Spirit that we have referred to. I think that attitude of following is developed with us as under the graces of the Spirit, so that you know you are not developing something just in your own mind, but are responding inwardly in your affections and being to what the Spirit is gently touching and leading you into. It is a gentle service, but it is a special service! 

JS  The Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon and she was prepared to follow that up and take a journey. She was exercised to do that. Do you think that a report may come to us by way of ministry, but then do we just leave it there or do we follow it up? 

CKR  I think Rebecca and the Queen of Sheba are two excellent examples of the way to make progress in divine things. Have we ever followed up a report? Have we ever followed up an impression? Most of us might say we wished we had followed up much more the impressions that we have received. Let us do this more from here forward. 

MGW  It is a very wonderful time, is it not, when, after perhaps a long time of the happy enjoyment of the truth and its terms and all its different facets, suddenly by the Spirit you have a real experience of the Lord in all His blessedness coming before your soul, and you are never the same after touching that realm. Could I just add that true happiness is in such experiences. Your whole world has changed from all the terms and phrases of the truth that I can carry in my mind as something has gone deep into my soul by the Spirit. This must and does produce change. 

CKR  What is it that holds me in fellowship? Why do I come to the Lord’s supper week after week? Am I just filling some ritual, or am I just staying in fellowship to please my family and because of all my marital links, or have I pursued and have some real sense of the greatness of the true Solomon? There has been, in the recovery, great light and help given by the Holy Spirit on the place of a glorified Christ, and the realm according to divine purpose of which He is the Head and Centre, and the great truth of the assembly as being a vessel on which so much from God has been deposited; we should enjoy more of the substance of this by the Spirit. So the Queen of Sheba goes to Solomon and sees certain things including his wisdom, the house that he had built, the food of his table, the deportment of his servants, the order of service of his attendants, and the ascent by which he went up. This is all typical of the realm where Christ is the Head and Centre. 

WMP  Before that, there is the precious thought she spoke to him of all that was in her heart. You are raising questions with us about reality, so have I ever been in the Lord’s presence and just spoken to Him in that way? Do you think that might be one of the secrets that you have spoken about that would lead us into the gain of what is spiritual? 

CKR  Yes, I think all these remarks that have been made are for our profit and learning. We say life is very busy and there is not a spare minute, but what about the need for some quiet moments with the Lord Jesus, to follow up and to really grasp the greatness and glory of the realm that is beyond commerce and beyond everything of the family side altogether. There is such a realm, beloved brethren. I trust we are all proving more than ever that such things do exist. 

PB  I just wondered whether you could help us as to the fact that “there was not a thing hidden from the king”. Do we have to be careful how we speak and how we move? 

CKR  Yes. He knows everything because He is a divine Person. It is good when you begin to have confidence in Christ, and understand that He knows everything. In Revelation, how often the Lord says to the seven assemblies, “I know”. He knows everything, but in all of that He loves us through everything. The Queen of Sheba was increasing in her confidence and in her knowledge as the glory of Solomon was opening up before her, so that he was going to be greater than any other person in her life. 

JTB(Gr)  At the present time we see these precious features of Christ in the local assembly, do we not? 

CKR  We have different localities represented here of different sizes but then you find these features also among the local companies everywhere. 

APG  The word was that she came to hear of the wisdom of Solomon. It was what he had made known to her from his own words. That must be very precious as coming from Christ now. 

CKR  We trust we would have a sense of that as gathered. It involves His headship now to the assembly, that His words are being made known by the Spirit so that there is something received. She would value the words that were spoken, would she not? 

APG  Is that really what sustains us? It is what comes from Christ. 

CKR  That is right. We are not told what the Lord said to Mary in Luke 10 but she sat there adoringly listening to the words. We are not told what the words were but she would not forget them. She would receive them. The younger ones may say, Well how do I get that? You get it in your local meeting. We may also get a touch individually, but more comes in an occasion like this, or in a preaching, or in some other gathering; just that touch by the Spirit when you feel that the Lord has spoken to you. 

RW  I was looking at the verse that says, “It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thine affairs”. When the Spirit is speaking to you, you know it is true. It assures your heart. Often we have been together and we have heard things, and you have read things, but then there is the time when the Spirit is speaking to you and you say, Why did I not see that before? 

CKR  Quite so. It would be a profitable occasion today if someone had a real sense of it being a true report that came out in the reading that there is a glorified Man in heaven! There is a realm that is worth going to! Actually in the rapture we are going to that realm physically, being translated, but anticipatively now it is a true report. One of the blessings of the Lord’s supper, I have always felt, is that the truth is confirmed in the souls of the saints by experience. 

JS  That would be involved in the ascent by which he went up. It is a wonderful realm where Christ’s wisdom comes out in all the arrangements. Then the ascent by which he went up is typical of how He would lead us upward in view of the service of God. 

CKR  And then in Ephesians 2 you go upward and inward, “For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. Access is a wonderful matter. Paul is bringing out the height and greatness and glory of the heavenly truth and it is for Jew and Gentile. This scripture shows the result and glory of the work of reconciliation with Jew and Gentile formed together into one new Man, and in one body and then “through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. You imagine what it must have meant for a Jew and a Gentile there together in Ephesus, when they both addressed the Father. What a triumph that is, such disparity on every hand, yet the glorious work of reconciliation has secured this access into the Father’s presence. Paul seems to be indicating that the whole gain of this was access to the Father. 

JS  This involves the three divine Persons. “Through him”, that is the Lord Jesus, a divine Person who has become Man and become known to us; “by one Spirit”, that is another divine Person, that is the power that you are speaking of; and access to this Person in all His personal greatness, “the Father”. 

CKR  This is the kernel of the truth of this dispensation. It is good to hear the younger brothers standing up on their feet and addressing the Father. That is the result of this. Do we realise what we are saying? Is our whole being involved in it? Are our intelligence and our affections flowing in the power of the Spirit? Do we realise the dignity it is to stand up and to address the Father? This is not religious observance, but the very heart and core of the maintenance of the service of God in this dispensation. 

JS  These are real Persons, are They not? 

CKR  Exactly. 

GBG  The result of this is in the testimonial aspect in verse 19, “So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints”. We have the one Spirit in relation to the Father, and as a testimonial bearing we are fellow-citizens. There is an outflow from what we enjoy together. If that is real we should get on very well together. 

CKR  Absolutely. I feel we ought to realise by now that state in a locality is never met by administration. State is met by ministry, and it is ministry at this level that has that effect, if taken on and recognised, that where the service of God and the full height and glory of it is realised and experienced, you are then moving out horizontally into the testimonial area together. 

JMM  The mind of the Spirit is life and peace. It has practical consequences of the kind we are talking about just now. 

CKR  Quite. It has great practical consequences. Paul sees the thing functioning in Ephesus. Think of what had transpired there. Look at Acts 19 and see what Ephesus was like before Paul’s ministry came to it, see the greatness and all that marked it as a city, and then consider that in that place Paul was saying to the saints, “Wilt thou go with this man?” And that comes through in the substance and function of the saints that they said really, “I will go”. Paul was drawing the saints into this realm of access to the Father, and the whole domain in which Christ is the Head and Centre. 

JTB(Gr)  Earlier in the chapter Jew and Gentile are brought nigh by the Christ. There is a moral basis for this. The enmity has been annulled. Every outstanding matter between Jew and Gentile has been annulled, and then you have this wonderful access to the Father. Not only are we fellow-citizens of the saints but we are part of the divine household. 

CKR  Quite so, and it is going to go on to the millennium by being fitted together and increasing to a holy temple in the Lord—and then to see in chapter 3, “to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts”. Think of the full service of the Holy Spirit desiring that the Lord Jesus Christ may dwell, in restful permanency, on the throne of the hearts of the saints. 

JS  Could you say a word as to why it is the Father’s Spirit that would strengthen us for this? 

CKR  Well I just wondered whether it flows on from having access to the Father. It is like the Father’s impress. A characteristic of the Father would be His Spirit, “to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. There is a touch of power in it, a touch of pre-eminence, and a touch of glory in it. It just enhances to me the characteristics of the service of the Holy Spirit inwardly in us. 

JS  I think that is helpful, so we are brought into something of the Father’s appreciation of Christ in this realm of glory. We may have some appreciation, but how much more the Father’s appreciation is, and how He would strengthen us by His Spirit to enjoy that. 

CKR  So what a privilege it is to bring the glories of the Son before the Father in our thanksgivings, to rise to that, to see, and as the hymn says, 

‘And to know the blessed secret 

Of His preciousness to Thee’. (Hymn 277) 

We are touching the very core of divine affections and the divine arrangement, because the Father loves the Son and the Father will eternally love the Son. 

JTB(Gr)  Is that why he bows his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

CKR  Quite so. Paul is in prison. Outwardly he is restricted but inwardly he is in absolute liberty. His whole being is expanding as he is touching a realm that to him was so real. We should refer to the Revelation. It is interesting just to mention that in chapter 4, after all the breakdown, there is a voice which says to John, “Come up here”. Then “Immediately I became in the Spirit; and behold, a throne stood in the heaven, and upon the throne one sitting”. John gets a view of the glory of Christ. One aspect of the book closes in chapter 3 and another opens in chapter 4, and as you go into the judicial part of the book of Revelation, the power for understanding it is the Spirit. John is ready by the Spirit for that move upwards so that he sees the heavenly assessment of everything. 

WMP  It is interesting that where you have read really confirms the direction of travel. It says, “Come up here” and then “he carried me away in the Spirit, and set me on a great and high mountain”. 

CKR  Quite so. Now in chapter 21 it says, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he carried me away in the Spirit, and set me on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”. What matters these are! 

AMB  The Spirit would always give us God’s view of things. I was just thinking of that reference to the great and high mountain, “and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”. That was really a view from, speaking carefully, God’s standpoint, but the Spirit showed that to John. I was just wondering if that is a characteristic feature of the Spirit’s service to us that He shows us things from God’s point of view. 

CKR  Quite so. I notice from experience that people who write hymns such as No. 92, must have had some light and enjoyment of some of this in their own souls to put it into words. These hymns have become a great source of joy amongst the people of God and have been sung for generations. 

AMB  You have already quoted from Hymn 277, 

‘In Thy grace Thou now hast brought us 

Sharers of Thy joy to be, 

And to know the blessèd secret 

Of His preciousness to Thee’. 

These words give insight into the very feelings of the Father, give us an appreciation of this by the power of the Spirit. Any question of our need is left behind, and we see by the power of the Spirit that we are there for the glory and satisfaction of the affections of divine Persons. 

CKR  Quite so. Well, perhaps these things will just encourage us so that we respond, “I will go”. Where was she going to? I trust we can follow in our minds and thoughts that there is a realm to which we can go, under the power and service of the Holy Spirit, and it is for the glory and pleasure of God. 

Reading at Dundee
24 September 2006 
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Scripture references

Genesis 24:58-62 (JND) [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. [59] And they sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. [60] And they blessed Rebecca, and said to her, Thou art our sister; mayest thou become thousands of tens of thousands; and may thy seed possess the gate of their enemies! [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away. [62] And Isaac had just returned from Beer-lahai-roi; for he was dwelling in the south country.

1 Kings 10:1-5 (JND) [1] And the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon in connection with the name of Jehovah, and came to prove him with enigmas. [2] And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bore spices and gold in very great abundance, and precious stones; and she came to Solomon, and spoke to him of all that was in her heart. [3] And Solomon explained to her all she spoke of: there was not a thing hidden from the king that he did not explain to her. [4] And when the queen of Sheba saw all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built, [5] and the food of his table, and the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her.

Ephesians 2:18 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.

Ephesians 3:14-18 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height;

Revelation 4:2 (JND) [2] Immediately I became in [the] Spirit; and behold, a throne stood in the heaven, and upon the throne one sitting,

Revelation 21:9-10 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

John 16:14 (JND) [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Revelation 4 (JND) [1] After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard as of a trumpet speaking with me, saying, Come up here, and I will shew thee the things which must take place after these things. [2] Immediately I became in [the] Spirit; and behold, a throne stood in the heaven, and upon the throne one sitting, [3] and he [that was] sitting like in appearance to a stone [of] jasper and a sardius, and a rainbow round the throne like in appearance to an emerald. …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

John 16:14 (JND) [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

John 15:26 (JND) [26] But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes forth from with the Father, *he* shall bear witness concerning me;

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

1 Kings 10 (JND) [1] And the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon in connection with the name of Jehovah, and came to prove him with enigmas. [2] And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bore spices and gold in very great abundance, and precious stones; and she came to Solomon, and spoke to him of all that was in her heart. [3] And Solomon explained to her all she spoke of: there was not a thing hidden from the king that he did not explain to her. …

2 Kings 4:42 (JND) [42] And there came a man from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of corn in his sack. And he said, Give to the people that they may eat.

Genesis 25 (JND) [1] And Abraham took another wife named Keturah. [2] And she bore him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. [3] And Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan; and the sons of Dedan were the Asshurim, and the Letushim, and the Leummim. …

Genesis 46:1 (JND) [1] And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba; and he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.

Genesis 45 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. …

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:15 (JND) [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …



THE LORD’S LONGINGS TO HAVE US WITH HIM

R. Taylor 

John 17: 24; Genesis 45: 18–20; 2 Samuel 19: 33 

We speak a lot about the Lord coming for us and have been speaking quite a bit in the last few weeks of our eternal portion, the blessedness of what it will be to be with Christ. We also sing for the Lord to come, and I feel tested every time we sing it how much do I really want Him; but what I have read about is how much He wants us. That is absolute, no qualifications about that. His prayer is that they “may be with me”. Think of the Lord’s longings to have us with Him! He has demonstrated the reality of those longings in that He died for us; He cleared the way for us to be with Him. What liabilities lay upon us; afar off, without hope, without God, but He cleared away all those liabilities—every one of them. He is speaking here anticipating His death and resurrection. He says, “Father”. Think of how the Father’s ear was ever open to hear the requests of His Son. He said earlier in the chapter, “I have glorified thee on the earth” (John 17: 4), and now here He is making requests to the Father; the chapter has a few of them and it is very beautiful. He says, “Father ... I desire that where I am they also may be with me”. 

What love was expressed in those deep longings. Has He never assured your heart about them, how much He wants you? Has He never given you a touch perhaps on Lord’s day morning, of what the joy will be for Him to have you with Him in His presence, cleared of all the liabilities? 

On Lord’s day we spoke of how our body of humiliation will be transformed into conformity to His body of glory (Philippians 3: 21). You can hardly envisage it, but that is the condition He will have us in, beyond anything that we can yet fully compass. Peter got some impression of it on the holy mountain, I am sure, and it grew in Peter’s soul so that he is able to speak later of us “hastening the coming of the day of God”, 2 Peter 3: 12. He was longing for it, having anticipated something of it. Well, dear brethren, I am sure that we have anticipated it, may be even in our own private communion. The Lord has maybe said to us often, ‘just come apart’; that is what communion is even more than reading the Scriptures; it is one to one, personal communications from the Lord of glory. He desires our company far more than we do His, I am sure of that for myself anyway. I just want to leave that verse on our spirits, the longing the Lord has for our company. As I said, He has cleared the ground completely, He has given everything. 

He says, “I desire that where I am”, and now He tells us why—“that they may behold my glory”. We shall see Him in His own environment. We shall see Him with all the honours 

that the Father has bestowed upon Him; what a sight it will be for our eyes to behold that glory. It says, “which thou hast given me”. Well, we have some anticipation of it. This very dispensation is some tribute to the glory that the Father has given to Christ, in that the dispensation has continued. You may say, It has continued because the Spirit is here, and that is true, but also it has continued because the Lord has been enthroned in glory, and He has been specially equipped, furnished with all that is needed to see us through. Part of that glory is that He serves us as Priest, in our sorrows, and burdens, and the anxieties of the testimony. 

That is part of the glory He has been given to serve the saints, held and sustained in the place they have in divine affections till with Him we see His glory and, as Mr Darby says, 

‘There with unwearied gaze 

Our eyes on Him we’ll rest’ (Hymn 79). 

Well, dear brethren, I say these things to entice and encourage our hearts as to the reality of what it will be, and the Lord’s desire will soon be fulfilled and ours too. May our hearts be stirred to have some of those longings. 

I referred to Jacob who is so like ourselves; he was set in his circumstances, he had become discouraged, he had lived for quite a while without his eye on Joseph. He had thought about Him every day, I am sure, but there he is discouraged and set in his circumstances; not very good maybe, there with his family round about him, and he became slow to move. We get very set in certain circumstances, we may feel they are not fully right, but we get accustomed to an environment that suits the natural man. It does not cause too much exercise, we can excuse ourselves a great deal. Then the day comes when the glory dawns on Jacob’s soul—Joseph was still alive and desired his company. They said about Moses that they did not know what had happened to him—that is the world we are in, they do not know what has happened to Christ. Now here is the light of a glorified Jesus, in type, shining into this great patriarch who had been discouraged. I only wanted to call attention to this word—it says, “come to me; and I will give you the good of the land”. 

It is a Person we have come to, dear brethren. We have company, we are thankful for it, but let us never forget, that what we have come to is a Person, a glorified Man and that is who is appealing here, “come to me”. Joseph was not going to go to them to justify them in the circumstances they were in, but he did send waggons and provision for the way, as he says, “come to me; and I will give you the good of the land”. Do we have longings for it? As I said, we have foretastes of it, and now I just want to call attention to this word to my own heart, “let not your eye regret your stuff”. 

We have far too much stuff, whatever it may be; we may say it is not wrong, but we may allow too many things that appeal to us naturally and that would keep our hearts from being quickened, dear brethren, to answer to the Lord’s appeal to come, as he leaves that word with them, “let not your eye regret your stuff”. They had acquired a great deal, but they had to leave the country they were in, they had to leave the circumstances they were in, their house, all that they had; they could not take it to Joseph, it would not fit into Goshen. You know, that is just what we are like; what we have naturally will hardly fit into those eternal conditions, we will leave it all. It was asked about someone that had died, ‘How much did he leave?’ The answer was, ‘Everything, he left everything’. That is what it will be, we brought nothing into the world, we will take nothing out. So he says, “let not your eye regret your stuff”. 

David says to Barzillai, “I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem”. Barzillai had been a very fine man. In an earlier chapter, when David was in rejection, it says that he had brought beds and other things (2 Samuel 17: 28), he had done all that he could to serve him for his comfort. 

David had appreciated it, but now he says to Barzillai, “Pass thou over with me”; there is the word. It meant a move, he would have to leave things. It is like going over the Jordan; their eye was on the ark. That is what it says there, “When ye see the ark ... remove from your place”, Joshua 3: 3. May our heart be quickened to have a clearer view of Christ in His own glory. It says here, “Pass thou over with me”, that was the test. David says, “I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem”. Can anything compare with that, dear brethren, “with me in Jerusalem”? That is a type of Christ in His own circumstances; that is seeing Him there with a quickened heart. May it be so, dear brethren, that we are more ready, more desirous, more longing. Barzillai had a servant called Chimham, his name means ‘Longing’. 

May that be in our hearts dear brethren; a longing, an increasing longing to be with Christ, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
17 October 2006 

 


Scripture references

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Genesis 45:18-20 (JND) [18] and take your father and your households, and come to me; and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. [19] And thou art commanded this do: take waggons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and take up your father, and come. [20] And let not your eye regret your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt shall be yours.

2 Samuel 19:33 (JND) [33] And the king said to Barzillai, Pass thou over with me, and I will maintain thee with me in Jerusalem.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

2 Peter 3:12 (JND) [12] waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which [the] heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall melt?

2 Samuel 17:28 (JND) [28] brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched [corn], and beans, and lentils, and parched [pulse],

Joshua 3:3 (JND) [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it;



HOW THE ASSEMBLY IS ARRIVED AT PRACTICALLY

J. Spinks 

John 1: 35–42 

I have been thinking a little of how the assembly is arrived at practically. We speak much about the assembly and it is right that we should do so, because it is the great divine thought that those who have been secured by the precious blood of Christ in this dispensation would form this wonderful vessel, the assembly; a vessel that will be for the glory of God eternally. In reading through Exodus I was struck by the way that everything God does tends to unity. 

In Exodus 12 we read about the passover and the blood put on the door-posts and lintels of the houses of the children of Israel. As we know, this has an individual application, every one has to avail themselves of the precious blood of Christ. Nevertheless the commandment, involving the eating of the passover and the unleavened bread, was to the whole assembly; all tending to unity. The footnote to “assembly” refers to it as a ‘moral whole, a corporate person before God’ (Exodus 12: 3). 

Then as they left Egypt they came out in rank, they were learning to move together, and as they stood on the banks of the Red Sea they were enjoined to “stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah”, Exodus 14: 13. Again I think that involves what is collective, although we must come into it individually. God would impress us with the glory of His operations, how He has intervened in divine power and majesty to liberate us from the bondage of Egypt and secured us for Himself. Then immediately following the passage of the people through the Red Sea we have the first song in Scripture. That is probably one of the greatest expressions of unity, unity in song. It is a most blessed thing to gather together and join in song. In Christendom, where the truth of the assembly has been largely obscured, there is much made of solo singing but there is no such thought in Scripture. We sing together in intelligent affection. What a unifying effect it has, how it lifts our spirits and engages us with Christ, the centre of God’s world. 

1 Corinthians bears on the public expression of this unity, involving the maintenance of the testimony in an evil world. It says they “all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink”, 1 Corinthians 10: 3. There are two references to unity in Ephesians. There is the unity of the faith, which involves that we are governed and regulated by the truth of God; we are affected by divine light which comes to us in all its liberating power. Also we move together in the unity of the Spirit; I think that is an inward unity. Feeding on the passover and unleavened bread brings about an inward unity, and Christ becomes ever more precious to us. As we seek to be governed by divine light the Spirit helps us to take on features of Christ and the truth of the body comes into expression, a very precious thought. 

In the section we read in John, I think we see the unifying effect of ministry, it draws us to Christ and also to one another. The two disciples were so affected by John’s presentation of Christ as the Lamb of God that they immediately followed Him. I think that was divine instincts, they were not commanded to do so. I am sure we would all desire to speak of the Lord in such a way that it would stimulate the saints and draw them to Jesus; that is really the object of ministry. The next question that arises is when the disciples ask the Lord, “Rabbi ... where abidest thou?” Where is the divine dwelling place now? It is in the assembly. Think of the preciousness of being in an area where the Lord is at home, where He is able to expound the great things of God; an area where we can enjoy divine teaching in its liberating power. Then it says, “they abode with him that day”. No doubt we could apply it to the present time, the Spirit’s day. 

Then Andrew finds his own brother Simon and leads him to Jesus. His own brother was, of course, his natural brother, but I think the thought can be extended to all who belong to Christ. It is a fine thing to look around and take account of our own brothers and sisters, we all belong to the family of God. Then the Lord looks at Simon and gives him another name, Cephas, meaning stone, no doubt a reference to the building of the assembly. It is wonderful to read through this gospel and see the various manifestations of the glory of Christ. As we know, it is not so much miracles in John’s gospel, but rather signs, each one accentuating the glory of the Son of God. I think that runs right through to chapter 17 where the Lord speaks to the Father about His disciples. He says, “the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received them, and have known truly that I came out from thee” (John 17: 8). Think of the Lord’s pleasure in looking round that sanctified company! He says, “those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition”, John 17: 12. He is ready to leave the world and go back to the Father and He leaves a fully unified company, ready to receive the Spirit, in order to maintain the testimony during the whole period of His absence. I just touch on these things, dear brethren, that we may increasingly value the precious truth of the assembly, and set ourselves to experience it in a greater and fuller way. May the Lord help us in this for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth 

 


Scripture references

John 1:35-42 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. [40] Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard [this] from John and followed him. [41] He first finds his own brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the Messias (which being interpreted is Christ). [42] And he led him to Jesus. Jesus looking at him said, Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone).

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Exodus 12:3 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house.

Exodus 14:13 (JND) [13] And Moses said to the people, Fear not: stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah, which he will work for you to-day; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

1 Corinthians 10:3 (JND) [3] and all ate the same spiritual food,

John 17:8 (JND) [8] for the words which thou hast given me I have given them, and they have received [them], and have known truly that I came out from thee, and have believed that thou sentest me.

John 17:12 (JND) [12] When I was with them I kept them in thy name; those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.



EXTRACT

Committal to the Fellowship 

Psalm 16: 1–11 

And then He spoke of His inheritance. What an inheritance He had! I was speaking of young people here. Some may be just asking for fellowship, as we say, but you see the thing becomes hackneyed. What do you mean when you say, ‘I want to break bread’? What are the saints to you? What the saints are must come into your mind. You are going to be with them, you are casting in your lot with them for time and for eternity. As you go on you will say, ‘I would not go to heaven without them’. That is in principle what the epistle to the Ephesians teaches—we are raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. There is no such thought, as far as I see, of one saint going to heaven by himself. I know Elijah and Enoch were taken up, but the idea of going to heaven is for God’s satisfaction. It is for our blessing, of course, for our exaltation, but we go up together; have been made to sit down together in the heavenlies. Now we have to learn, in coming in amongst the saints, to value them in that way. You are committing yourself to them for time and for eternity, and the more you know them, the better you love them. God loves them; the Lord Jesus said, “In them is all my delight”. 

Then He says, “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage”—He is alluding to the book of Joshua—that is what any Christian, any believer, should expect, that God apportions him something. You want what God apportions you. With the Lord Jesus, as a Man of faith here, it was a question of what was allotted to Him. Think of the Lord Jesus limiting Himself, so as to be, as a Man, an example to us—“the lines are fallen”—where have they fallen? They fell “unto me”. The book of Micah teaches us that when God is dealing governmentally with His people in judgment there are no lines, no apportionment. In Christendom there is no apportionment, there is no apportionment for people who take their own way. The Lord apportions things to people who love Him, who take the place of dependence, and is it not better to leave the matter in His hands? “The lines are fallen unto me”; it is better to take the Father’s apportionment. How humble and simple this makes us! It keeps us from treading on other people’s paths and territories; it is a question of what comes to us, and God makes it known; He says, ‘That is for you’, and it is measured, mind you, it is no accident; “the lines” means it is measured. God is a God of measure (2 Corinthians 10: 13); I love that! That is for me; God sees to it that that will not be taken away from me. As the Lord said of Mary of Bethany, she “has chosen the good part”—that was to minister to Him; and, He says, it “shall not be taken from her”. He accorded to her a portion in what she did. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, pp.428–430) 
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Scripture references

Psalms 16:1-11 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. [4] Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another: their drink-offerings of blood will I not offer, and I will not take up their names into my lips. [5] Jehovah is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. [6] The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage. [7] I will bless Jehovah, who giveth me counsel; even in the nights my reins instruct me. [8] I have set Jehovah continually before me; because [he is] at my right hand, I shall not be moved. [9] Therefore my heart rejoiceth, and my glory exulteth; my flesh moreover shall dwell in hope. [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption. [11] Thou wilt make known to me the path of life: thy countenance is fulness of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore.

2 Corinthians 10:13 (JND) [13] Now *we* will not boast out of measure, but according to the measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach to you also.
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