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“I AM IN MY FATHER, AND YE IN ME, AND I IN YOU”

John 14: 20; Philippians 2: 5–8; Colossians 3: 12–17; Ephesians 3: 14–17; Romans 8: 9, 10 

RT  We may seek help to enquire into the Lord’s word in John, “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. You will notice that in the other scriptures we read in Colossians and elsewhere they speak of what is in us. I thought there was an order in the way the Lord speaks and we may follow that order. The verse stands out in its attractiveness as illuminating the dispensation that we are in, “In that day ye shall know”. No family previously would have known anything about this. It is the light of our day that He is in the Father. It has settled the question of everything that came in in the fall—that a Man who was here is now with the Father. It opens up the counsels and purpose of God; it takes us into another world altogether. There are some beautiful references in scripture to the Lord ascending; this gospel speaks of it. It is not just that He was raised but that He ascended. 

He has gone into those courts above as a Man and the consequence of that is that you and I have a place there in Him. We are still here in circumstances of testing and weakness and sorrow and grief, but the truth is that when He went in our place there was secured. The consequence of that is “I in you”; that is the effect of it, dear brethren. This verse stands by itself in its grandeur and glory, and it finishes with that, “I in you”. It brings us into an area where things are settled and where divine love can be known and enjoyed. We may just think of that for a minute because Christ will never be formed in us if we do not understand our place in Him. The glory of that should lay hold of us as a real experience, “ye in me, and I in you”. May we be helped to follow these words of the Lord and get practical help as to how He is expressed in us. So He begins with “In that day ye shall know”. May we be helped to know and enjoy it better. The Lord is leaving His own here, and it is very affecting the length to which He goes to comfort their hearts, “I will not leave you orphans”. They must have thought there was going to be a great void, the One who they depended on for everything was leaving them, but here He is bringing these words to them to show that there will be no loss; indeed there will be great gain that He is now with the Father. 

MGW  Would it be a matter of deep personal joy to the Lord that He would be in this position, not with my Father but “in my Father”? He had never been there before as Man. 

RT  The Father’s heart has been opened up through His going in and being in the Father. Think of a Man being there in the worthiness of His Person! 

JS  The effect of His going to the Father was that the Spirit was sent, another Comforter. That would be the means for our knowing these things, would it? 

RT  It would, that is how we come into the gain of it. I think the charm of the verse should lay hold of our spirits; if He is in the Father so are we, by His having effectuated redemption and settled all the questions that have come in since the fall; He has opened that position of affection up to us that we may have a resting place there, do you think? 

JS  Just so. “Ye in me” would show the place that we have in His affections, do you think? 

RT  We are slow to grasp it, I say that for myself, it is the experience of most of us; we are slow to grasp what has been opened up to us in this dispensation, that a Man has gone into those courts above where man had never been before. Man was barred from it, from the garden of Eden, but here is a Man who has settled that question to the eternal praise of God, and He has gone into this place of favour, and from that home of love there is a great flow of divine grace and resources but the effect should be that He is formed in us. 

JS  Would that have in mind the substantial effect brought about in us down here? 

RT  Yes, through divine grace operating in our hearts. We have had no hand in this, we could not even have envisaged it. Think of the wealth of divine love in expression towards us that we may be maintained in this dispensation where we are under much pressure, that we may be maintained in the grace and the favour that has come to us in the day in which we are. 

JMM  In the previous chapter His activities were regulated by the fact that He knew that all things had been given into His hand, and that He came out from God and was going back to God, and then there was practical activity on His part as a result of that. I just wondered, if later on He indicates that as He had done they also should do, that for us it would involve the Spirit, I suppose? 

RT  Yes, indeed it would. That very fact should lay hold of us that a Man has gone in to be “in the Father”. He had been everything to them in the days of His flesh, as He moved among them serving them, and here He is reassuring them that there is another world opened up to serve them that they may be kept in that same grace in the difficulties of the path. 

JS  While He was here in conditions of flesh and blood He had His own unique place with the Father, but now having gone to the Father in this way He has opened up this place for others, including ourselves. 

RT  It is very beautiful. “Let not your heart be troubled”. There is much that comes in that troubles us and keeps us from enjoying this place of favour. He is in the Father’s presence and that heart of love and divine grace is all flowing out to us that there may be something of Christ formed in us now. 

GBG  Is it on our side a matter of faith? 

RT  Yes it is, but the first thing is light, faith reacts to light and I am concerned that the light presented should lay hold of us, so that we believe it; faith operates so that something is formed practically in us as a result. 

GBG  The Lord Jesus said in verse 10, “Believest thou not that I am in the Father?” Believing comes into it, does it not? 

RT  Indeed it does, that is how it is made good in our souls, but “In that day ye shall know”. I fear that we do not value the glory of the present day; it has never been before and I doubt if any other family will know it like this either. It is the light of our day that a Man has gone in and the resources of the Father’s grace now shine upon us, that we may be exercised, that we may be showing that Christ is in us. 

MGW  Is this the route do you think to being formed in love? I see more and more among the brethren the desire not to be just increased in the way of information and light, but that there might be formation in real likeness to Jesus. This would be the development of hearts that really love the Lord and love the Father. 

RT  This formation is dependent on love and faith, but I think here it is to impress us that everything is done in the movements of divine love and grace, and it is all shining on us in this dispensation in which we are; in all our sorrows and exercises we need faith to lay hold of it. 

CKR  This obviously depended on ascension, did it not? How much was involved when the Lord said “Touch me not ... I ascend to my Father and your Father”, John 20: 17. That is like the opening up of the enjoyment of the day that is referred to in this scripture. 

RT  Yes, they saw that too in the beginning of Acts, did they not? They saw Him go up and the Lord was anxious that they should see it. He speaks anticipatively, “If then ye see the Son of man ascending”, John 6: 62. It was not just that He was raised but He ascended. He goes up in His own right into the presence of the Father, and the consequence of that is that another world is opened up, shining towards us in these circumstances we are in. 

TDB  Would you say more about the word “in”? 

RT  Well, it could not be closer. It does not say, ‘In that day ye shall know the Father’. It says, “in that day ye shall know that I am in my Father”. All that the Father is in the way of resource is opened up to us through the Man who has gone in. The word you have called attention to is very intimate, “I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. When it comes to us there is to be the formation of His features in us, thus we are brought into it livingly. 

JAG  Paul speaks of himself as a “man in Christ”, 2 Corinthians 12: 2. Paul says in Ephesians 1, “Blessed be the God and Father” (Ephesians 1: 3). Do you think that has to be arrived at? 

RT  We must enjoy our place in Christ before Christ can be formed in us, otherwise it would be imperfect. In Adam all died, that is the condition that we are in in flesh and blood, but God in His favour placed us in Christ. Now as we contemplate that it is the opening of a door for Christ to be formed in us. That is the great bent of Paul’s exercise in these epistles, “Christ in you the hope of glory”, Colossians 1: 27. 

JS  That commenced when the Lord ascended into the Father’s presence, but it continues right to the present moment and we are brought into it. I think it is important for us to realise that the epistles are a current matter at the present time. 

RT  Yes, this dispensation has its own character and this is the stamp, you may say, in this dispensation that “I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. The breakdown does not affect that. What has come in in history and hades’ gates against the testimony does not affect it; it is shining in its lustre to us in the circumstances that we are in. 

JS  Is the importance for us then to be kept in the enjoyment of this knowledge in our souls as a current matter day by day? 

RT  Yes, we will see that in Philippians and Colossians that there is grace, and administrations of love towards us, but the great point I feel is to get established in the fact of it and the glory of it that we may believe it in circumstances when we are tested, to know our place in Christ, “ye in me”. Now the sorrows in the way do not disturb that, and it is fine to be able, and the Spirit would help us, to leave them for a moment and enjoy that place of favour in Christ. 

GAB  The Lord was here in an alien environment, but in going to the Father He has really returned into His own environment where He belongs. 

RT  When He was here there was distance in that sense positionally at least, but now the Son is with the Father, what joy for the Father, what joy for Christ, and not only the Father received Him but received you and me, “ye in me”. 

GAB  It is the atmosphere that exists there that is to be formed in us, is that right? 

RT  Yes, I think it is to form a character in us that is suited to that place on His breast and on His shoulders, “I in you”. We see in Philippians, “let this mind be in you”. In Colossians it says, “Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly”, forming character in us that flows from One who loves us. As He is attractive to us in His beauty so there is a desire to make room for this formation in us. 

NJH  The persons that He is addressing as the “ye” are important to divine Persons, is that right? I was thinking that it was imperative that Judas was excluded from the first because divine Persons were actually providing conditions in the believer for formation. 

RT  Yes, and it was purposed before time began; He chose us in Him before the world’s foundation (Ephesians 1: 4). And here we see the opening up of divine purpose that there is a Man gone in to that holy abode and the saints have gone in too; it should come home to us individually. Those stones on Aaron’s breast had the names of every one. I often think of Moses as He bore the cares of all those people, saying, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations”, Psalm 90: 1. “Ye in me”. 

EJM  In Ephesians 4 it says that He has ascended up on high that He might fill all things. He has given some prophets, teachers, and so on. Do you think that shows how much the saints of the assembly are in His affections? 

RT  Yes, indeed, and that has in view that we might arrive at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. He has given these gifts as ascended. These are ideals that are to exercise our hearts that it should be normal Christian experience that we are in Him. 

DCB  So Ephesians 1 tells us He has blessed us 

according as He has chosen us in Him. The blessing is completely in accord with that position that we have in Him. 

RT  Yes indeed. Well, divine choice is a wonderful thing. When Michal ridiculed David he said it was the God who chose me instead of your father (2 Samuel 6: 21). Think of God choosing us for this position to be before Him in Christ, an undisturbed position, that we may know the joy of in practical circumstances. 

JAG  Is it your thought that the enjoyment of union must involve the impartation of character? 

RT  It must. I thought Philippians would help us as to something of formation of character, do you think? 

JAG  I think so because “let this mind be in you” is the controlling factor in your life. 

RT  Yes, there is an interesting word that comes into these passages that we have read in Colossians and Philippians, it says, “let”. It is not something you manufacture but it says “let this mind be in you”. “Let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts ... Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly”; it has been established through the Son going to the Father and the dispensation formed by the Spirit coming here. So it says, “let this mind be in you”; I think it is an attitude that flows from enjoying our place in Christ. 

GBG  In Psalm 90 that you quoted from, at the end of the psalm it says, “And let the beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us” (Psalm 90: 17), it is the same thought. 

RT  Yes, very beautiful. That is a very fine portion of scripture; it shows that the thing is there and the appreciation of our place in Christ would help us to make room for it amid the sorrows that we pass through and what we are in our condition. Yet there is something else being established and the Spirit would encourage us to let it happen. May our minds be disposed to allow the glory and worth of this to be formed in us. 

JAB  We are so used to the side of moral exercise excluding things, but do you feel it would be right to say that at the very core of our experience as Christians there should be that which is almost effortless, let it happen? 

RT  It is not done on sufferance but it is a desire to open the doors of our hearts that the character of this Man may be formed in us. 

JAB  If we are in the presence of God rightly, and enjoying by the Spirit the flow of communion which must be at the core of our experience as believers, then this will happen because God wills it to happen. 

RT  Yes, it reminds us of David, in one of the most severe exercises of his history, it says he went in and sat before Jehovah. What happened was that God spoke to him; then he says, “thou hast spoken of thy servant’s house for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the rank of a man of high degree”, 1 Chronicles 17: 17. Sorrows come into our lives and we revert to other things, we get discouraged, but when David was disappointed he went in and sat before God and he heard things that he could never have imagined; he said, “thou hast spoken of thy servant’s house for a great while to come”, it gave him a sense of his place in glory. 

CKR  As He is doing that then Paul’s own heart and soul and mind is fixed on Christ as he writes the subsequent clauses. It is so full, He emptied Himself and He humbled Himself, the full extent of the descent of Jesus. 

RT  Think of his prison epistles! How real it was for him to be in chains, but the limitations did not hinder his enjoyment of his place in Christ. 

CKR  The footnote to “be in you” reads. Or ‘be found amongst you’. Has he a real burden that this would be in evidence in Philippi and wherever this epistle was read? 

RT  It is so attractive but on the other hand we can see that it involves exercise. There were two sisters here who were not getting on too well and friction comes in. There are things that cause distress and sorrow. Well, Paul says, “let this mind be in you” as if this mind in us would settle the friction and what is irritable that needs to be adjusted. 

MGW  We would be glad of help on that, the mind is such an awkward kind of faculty and tends to work away with all such things that do not really matter, but give us a word of comfort about how we can let this mind be in us. I take it I have to get control of my own mind first of all. What would you say? 

RT  Well, think of when Christ was here; He did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on equality with God but emptied Himself. The Authorised Version says he “made himself of no reputation”. What a reputation He could have made; there was no one who healed the way He healed. When they would have made Him king He passed through their midst. A lot of our difficulties are in trying to preserve our reputation, but He took a bondman’s form. There is not much aspiration or pride allowed if these things are finding a place in our hearts. As has been said, Let it be in you, not just something that has to be resorted to, but it is something formed in character, it is the normal life of the saints. 

JS  Do you think God is ready to set out His ideal in Christ, His model, and do you think it is a matter of allowing God to have His way with ourselves to bring about this character? 

RT  It says, “taking his place in the likeness of men”; He did not need to do that. Remember in the Old Testament it says, “In all their affliction he was afflicted” (Isaiah 63: 9); think of Him going through those journeyings with them. He did not go out with the place that He came into. We sometimes go out of our orbit and that causes friction. We sometimes exercise ourselves in things that are beyond our reach, but He took a bondman’s form. What lowliness of mind! It says, “let this mind be in you”; I think it flows from the enjoyment of our place in Christ. Who would try to vindicate or justify themselves in the enjoyment of a place in Christ? I say nobody. 

JS  Taking His place in a bondman’s form, would that mean His preparedness to serve others, to consider for others? 

RT  Yes, sufferingly. A bondman does what he is told, he has no aspirations to greater things or to go out of his place. The Lord did not move from the position He took in taking a bondman’s form. Did He have to go that low? What a model for us to be in that place of serviceability, to be under orders that we may make room for the character of Christ to be expressed in us. 

TDB  So that it becomes constitutional; I was thinking about Joseph. It did not matter where you put Joseph because he prospered. 

RT  Very good, it was constitutional with him. He was there in the dungeon and God took him from that to rule over Egypt. That is what happens with the Lord here, He is highly exalted; but think of divine pleasure that there was a Man here tempted of the devil, tested by the circumstances that we are tested by, and He not only took a bondman’s form, but He humbled Himself and was obedient. That is the word that is written over the passage, the obedience of the Christ. 

JS  He humbled Himself, would you say something about that? 

RT  Being found in figure as a Man He humbled Himself. He washed their feet, He was ready to do whatever was needed to be done. It was not below Him to wash their feet. The disciples at times felt that things were below them but it was not below Him to embrace the children; the disciples felt they would be a nuisance, but He was perfect in every circumstance. 

JS  So He was prepared to take the lowest place always; He humbled Himself. You have spoken of what we allow to happen, but this is something that He did Himself. 

RT  Yes, in devotion to His God. The Lord sets out here the true position of man before God; He knows the conditions and He serves in them, like the bondman in Exodus 21 in love for his master. Paul does not bring these things to be a picture to us, he says, “let this mind be in you”. He is concerned about the difficulties that were among the saints, he is concerned about the lack of unity, he is concerned about certain distressing circumstances and he is saying, Well here is how they can be resolved, “let this mind be in you”, in a formative way; not a mind matter only but “let this mind be in you” to produce these down-stooping movements in love that makes way for unity. 

DTP  So the Father says, “This is my beloved Son”. We find that grace in the Son takes this lowly down-stooping path. 

RT  How attractive He was. There has never been a Man like this so attractive to heaven; it is no wonder that the heavens were opened upon Him. That would induce the desire for this mind to be in us. Paul is saying it is not just something that is historical but “let this mind be in you”. It is like those words in John “I in you”. This is how it takes shape. 

NJH  His place would be unique. We could not have known this mind without the incarnation, coming in as He did; how much we are brought into by that wonderful movement downwards, is that right? 

RT  Yes, that made it all available to us. Christ having gone to the Father has made way for the Spirit to come that this mind may be in us. It is not just to be in us intellectually, but “let this mind be in you” governs our walk and makes way for unity. It says later, “even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation”, Philippians 2: 12. This is how you work out your own salvation as you make room for this way of thinking and this attitude. Instead of trying to justify self and promote self, you are making room for the Father and for divine help to come in. 

GAB  Letting this thing happen really means that we do not resist divine operations in us. I was thinking of the man in John 9 and the woman in John 4 particularly, both of these persons started from nothing really, but what a rapid progress they made because they did not resist. 

RT  Yes, they would be attracted as well, would they not? The woman especially was attracted. I think the attraction of it would help us not to resist but, more than that, to want it. That kind of Man becomes so precious to us that we would like it to be extant in our local companies, because there is a collective side to the passages we have read. Paul is seeking in Philippi and Colosse practical evidence in the locality of “I in you”. 

TDB  Somebody has already referred to the footnote ‘found amongst you’. Would that normally be the working of things by the Spirit? 

RT  In Colossians he speaks about these two things, “let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts”, and the “word of the Christ dwell in you richly”. It is not just that there is enough to meet the exercises, but there is something presiding there that flows from the enjoyment of a place in Christ. It starts in the section we read, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion”. He is reminding them again that they are in Christ. It comes back to what I said earlier, the enjoyment of being in Christ opens the door for Christ to be formed in us. It says, “elect of God”, not doing things in a legal way but in the enjoyment of our place of favour, and we want that to come into practical expression. 

Unless we can enjoy forgiveness we will not forgive. But look at the level of it, “even as the Christ has forgiven you”, there is the level of forgiveness. We enjoy that as the elect of God, and He would have it that this is presiding in us; it means that it takes over, there is a formation of this character of Christ in us. 

MGW  Would you think these references to peace and to the word are more in the heart than in the mind? 

RT  When he says, “let the peace of Christ preside”, I think it means it is taking over our bodies. The heart is the seat of course, but what is in the heart must express itself in our bodies. “Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly” is shown in our administration, admonishing one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. It is Christ coming out in the administration of divine grace and favour towards one another. 

MGW  Let the mind be in you and the peace. These words bind beautifully by the Spirit in the structure of Christians, so to speak. 

RT  You resolve that you want this but it is because you have been attracted to it by divine favour. It says of Naphtali, “satisfied with favour”, Deuteronomy 33: 23. If you are satisfied with favour you are not trying to promote self; satisfied with favour and full of the blessing is what Paul is at here. You are satisfied with favour and that comes out in your disposition towards the saints. 

JAG  There is a good bit of formation when you can add love, the bond of perfectness. I think it is very fine because you have an appetite now for the word of the Christ. 

RT  Yes, to these add love; that proceeds from forgiveness, “even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye. And to all these add love, which is the bond of perfectness”. If it is there formed it flows normally. It is not something that you refer to in emergencies, but it is the formation of Christ in the soul so that these things flow out in the circumstances we are in. 

JS  It says, “forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye”. Is it the same mind and spirit working in the believer as came out in Christ? 

RT  Yes. In Christ, there is a great source to draw on, “as the Christ has forgiven you”. There is the disposition of that mind, to facilitate peace, the peace of Christ is to preside in your heart. It is the soul enjoying peace that facilitates the expression of this kind of character among us, do you think? 

JS  So that this word “preside in your hearts” is a very fine one. It is really the thing that is to dominate in our hearts. 

JCG  It is very helpful. The whole person is secured, not just our souls and spirits, but our bodies. I was thinking of Paul, he says “Christ shall be magnified in my body”, Philippians 1: 20. I suppose that is a parallel to the word dwelling in us richly, is it? 

RT  Yes, I think that is very beautiful, and he says in that connection, that those in the prison had seen that his bonds were in Christ. He could have tried to reason among these prisoners. You know I should never have been here, I never did anything worthy of these bonds, but he did not say that. He said that it has been seen that my bonds are in Christ. I think that is the supply of divine grace filling the soul. How easily we get disturbed, I speak for myself, but I think this way of approach is to mark us, expressing something of Christ “in you”. 

JS  What comes into expression “everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus”, would not be just a matter of formally attaching His name to it, but do you think that One Man would be expressed in the words and the deeds? 

RT  Wherever we go, can we take the Lord Jesus into it? Do we consider for His name and His testimony in all that we do? Persons who are like this have some power about them, “teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs”, not being at one another in pointing out the defects, but there is a supply of divine grace coming in to affect the spirits of the brethren “singing with grace in your hearts to God”. 

JAG  You are certainly wealthy if you have psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, it is a fair variety I suppose. It all seems to me that we have come a long way from Colossians, we have passed the wilderness now and we are ready to go into the inheritance, and the word of the Christ is going to open the whole thing up to us. 

RT  I think we are in the inheritance really. We must enjoy it to come out like this, eating the grapes, tasting the sweetness of those springs. 

JAG  We are not in Ephesians but we are getting there. 

RT  It is all one piece, we should not separate things too much. You said Colossians is on the way and that is true. Mr. Taylor says you have to be an Ephesian to live in Corinth. 

JAG  That is where Corinth got its help from. 

RT  Very good. You have to enjoy “ye in me” to be rightly in your local company, otherwise you are troublesome; but a person who enjoys a place in Christ can be put anywhere. 

JAG  Irrespective of the crisis locally you are able to cope with it and bring about restoration. 

RT  It is very beautiful how much Ephesians comes into Corinth, “ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”, 1 Corinthians 6: 11. They were the temple of God in Corinth. May it become clearer to us all that we have to enjoy our place in Christ, and the effect of that is that we want Christ to be formed in us so we can go anywhere. We used to be told that a good Roman could go anywhere; I remember a brother coming to us and he said, He has to go on, you cannot just live in Romans. It is the kingdom setting you up, but you have to enjoy the sense of divine favour so that you are comfortable and an asset in your local company. 

JS  Letting the word of the Christ dwell in you richly means it is to have a settled place there. 

RT  Yes, there is no disturbance. It means that you have resources, it dwells in you richly for what is needed, teaching and admonishing in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs. It is all coming in as drawing on this richness that is dwelling in us through our links with Christ. 

CKR  When you come to Ephesians 3 it is the Person, “that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts”; that is a man now in prayer in liberty Godward. Is he in the enjoyment of these wondrous things so there is more than ministry then, it is the Person that has the full presiding place, through faith, in the hearts of the saints? 

RT  Yes, it is all proceeding from the Father, “I bow my knees to the Father ... in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. We have the whole of the economy active, the Father, Christ and the Spirit, that the Christ may not only be formed in us but it says here, “dwell, through faith in your hearts”, and then it says, “being rooted and founded in love”. It is bringing us into the enjoyment of stability that we have in John 14: 20. 

GAB  In Jotham’s parable the olive-tree says, “Should leave my fatness ...?”, and the fig-tree says, “Should I leave my sweetness ...?”, and the vine says, “Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man ...?”. There is perfect satisfaction in type with their place in Christ (see Judges 9: 8–13). 

RT  Dwelling in love, were they not? It says that if you dwell in love, you dwell in God. Moses had a dwelling-place in the sorrows of the testimony, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place”, Psalm 90: 1. It brings up what was called attention to earlier, that we not only have the light of it, but faith makes things operational; it means that it is real in our souls, “dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love”. 

JAB  The power of the indwelling Spirit is necessary for this. Is Christ dwelling in the believer distinguishable from the Spirit’s dwelling in the believer? 

RT  Well it is the fruit of the Spirit’s presence in the believer. It is not done in any other power than by the power of the Spirit. That is why he says, “to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. The Spirit has joined Himself to that mind that desires to be like Christ. Indeed as you go further back the Spirit created the desire. Adam did not have it. If there is any desire at all after Christ, God has placed it there by His own sovereign work, but then it has grown, and here it is “strengthened with power by his Spirit”. It encourages us not to fall back on other resources. The inner man is dominant now, the seat of operations is secured as Christ is dwelling in our hearts. 

JMM  These things become formative and then they become expressed practically. Every activity, whether it be among brethren or in testimony becomes characterised by the formation of Christ within us, do you think? That means that there is the expression of something very different from what we see generally around us. 

RT  What is formative always expresses itself as a negative or a positive. If you are in Adam, Adam expresses himself; if you are in flesh, flesh expresses itself, but if you are in Christ the Spirit joins His help and that expresses itself and that is the effect, I think, of “I in you”. There is something different, so if an unbeliever came into Corinth what did he see? He said, “God is indeed amongst you”, 1 Corinthians 14: 25. That was not just the outward order, I think it was the way they sat, the way they greeted each other, maybe kissed each other. Persons have been impressed by the way the brethren greeted one another. All that is formation so that there is something coming out, “forgiving one another ... as the Christ has forgiven you”. They are coming out formed and what is seen in expression is another man entirely. 

JS  Do you think it is really what lies at the basis of the “all-various wisdom of God” being expressed in the assembly? 

RT  Yes, it expresses itself locally. It is an expression that will be seen in that day when the vessel of grace comes down having the glory of God, bringing the wealth of divine grace into the world to come, but it is to be expressed locally; it has its residence in us individually. May we all contribute to the wealth of the local company. 

JS  The apostle uses the word “now” in connection with that. It is something that needs to be in evidence at the present time. What you said about the expression of what is local really must flow from the enjoyment of what is heavenly. 

RT  It must and the way to meet these difficulties among us is that there is a preparedness to make room for the Spirit of Christ to be formed in us. If we enjoy our place in Christ, brethren, I say it again, there would be a greater expression of Christ in our local companies and things would not be prolonged. It is a matter of shame and sorrow to us if things are prolonged, it shows there is a lack of making room for Christ being formed in us. 

JTB  I was just wondering if this is really the only way, the royal way, into the enjoyment of the purpose of God. 

RT  Yes. The purpose of God has opened up the royal highway, so that we are at home. Although in a foreign country, yet we are enjoying what belongs to home because it is our dwelling-place. 

JTB  We can speak about the breadth and length and depth and height but we are not overwhelmed by it. 

RT  Quite so, because there is an anchor, “to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”, Ephesians 3: 19. That is us in Him and He in us, but we are not overwhelmed because there is a fixed anchor. Well Romans underlies it all that the Spirit is the power, “But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”. There is the test about formation; if the Spirit of Christ is not in evidence in our localities he says he is not of Him, a very strong word. But “if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness”. It throws us back on the power for it all, a divine Person who has come to be in us and with us, and the great purpose of His mission has been to form Christ in us. Well may it be facilitated as we think of these things, dear brethren, for Christ’s name’s sake. 

Reading at Dundee
26 June 2004 
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Scripture references

John 14:20 (JND) [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

Philippians 2:5-8 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Colossians 3:12-17 (JND) [12] Put on therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; [13] forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also [do] *ye*. [14] And to all these [add] love, which is the bond of perfectness. [15] And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful. [16] Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. [17] And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, [do] all things in [the] name of [the] Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him.

Ephesians 3:14-17 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love,

Romans 8:9-10 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 6:62 (JND) [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?

2 Corinthians 12:2 (JND) [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Colossians 1:27 (JND) [27] to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory:

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

Psalms 90:1 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

2 Samuel 6:21 (JND) [21] And David said to Michal, It was before Jehovah, who chose me rather than thy father, and than all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of Jehovah, over Israel; and I played before Jehovah.

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

Psalms 90:17 (JND) [17] And let the beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us; and establish thou the work of our hands upon us: yea, the work of our hands, establish thou it.

1 Chronicles 17:17 (JND) [17] And this hath been a small thing in thy sight, O God; and thou hast spoken of thy servant's house for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the rank of a man of high degree, Jehovah Elohim.

Isaiah 63:9 (JND) [9] In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the Angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bore them and carried them all the days of old.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Philippians 2:12 (JND) [12] So that, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Deuteronomy 33:23 (JND) [23] And of Naphtali he said, Naphtali, satisfied with favour, And full of the blessing of Jehovah, Possess thou the west and the south.

Philippians 1:20 (JND) [20] according to my earnest expectation and hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but in all boldness, as always, now also Christ shall be magnified in my body whether by life or by death.

1 Corinthians 6:11 (JND) [11] And these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

John 14:20 (JND) [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

Judges 9:8-13 (JND) [8] The trees once went forth to anoint a king over them; and they said to the olive-tree, Reign over us. [9] And the olive-tree said to them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, and go to wave over the trees? [10] And the trees said to the fig-tree, Come thou, reign over us. [11] But the fig-tree said to them, Should I leave my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to wave over the trees? [12] Then said the trees to the vine, Come thou, reign over us. [13] And the vine said to them, Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees?

Psalms 90:1 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.

1 Corinthians 14:25 (JND) [25] the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon [his] face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.



WHAT IS LITTLE

N. J. Henry 

Matthew 2: 1, 2, 9–12; Revelation 3: 7, 8 

I would like to speak about what is little. It is not an easy subject to take up because it is not natural to us to desire what is little. You remember that Satan fell because he desired to be more than he was. He desired a place that did not belong to him and that place is always upward, and he succeeded through his fall by inculcating into man not only his character but his culture and thinking, so that man desired to be more than what he was as ordained by God. So the woman, in looking at the forbidden tree, found it was to be desired. That has affected every one of the race. It affects every area of the race including what is ecclesiastical; even in Laodicea it sought to use what the Lord had not given it because the Lord says, “I counsel thee to buy of me”, Revelation 3: 18. 

Laodicea evidently had something that the Lord knew had not come from Him, so that there is always this aspiring in the human heart to move out of the place that God would have all of us in. This is sobering because as you look within your own heart you may find discontent and lust and much else. It flows out of simply not accepting the place that the divine mind would have for us. It is sobering that when we look within we find the seeds of what was really in the devil; that is what is natural to us. I am speaking of what we are as after Adam. It is in every heart. What is in us is what was found in the devil himself and continues. 

Now the One who suffered for that, was the One who in His grace vicariously took something on that never belonged to Him. He never sought a change from the place that He took according to the will of God. He suffered for these very feelings that were in us but were absent from Himself. The Lord Jesus was perfect. He was unique in not being marked by the aspiring desire of every other person. I have started in Matthew’s gospel because what Matthew stresses is the little Child. In Luke it is the Babe, but in Matthew it is the little Child. 

It is remarkable that Matthew takes it up because he refers to a system of greatness among men that proceeds outside of God. For instance in Matthew 21 when the Lord comes into Jerusalem the whole city was moved but they did not seem to know the reason. They said, “Who is this?” (Matthew 21: 10). The great people of the earth would come to Jerusalem. Here was another Person but He was introduced there as meek, “Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek” (Matthew 21: 5). Here is a different kind of Person approaching Jerusalem. Finally He is going to lay claim to the city, it will be the city of the great King; it will be God’s city, Jerusalem. 

In the meantime what is introduced here in Matthew 2 is the little Child. How precious to find that these men come as affected by this star. They must have been persons who studied the heavens; they knew there was something different. A star appeared that had not been there before and it did not continue. It appeared in the east, they saw it and they must have come to it that it was His star. They make their way and the star does not appear again until they leave Jerusalem. You find that in divine grace light will come to your soul and you are left to answer to it. So these men make their way to the city, to Jerusalem, and after their talk with Herod the king who is the head of this whole system in the city, “having heard the king went their way; and lo, the star, which they had seen in the east, went before them until it came and stood over the place where the little child was”. What identification, a heavenly body, a star in the heavens introduced for that one reason to draw attention to the little Child. How blessed. That is how Christ is introduced in this gospel, the assembly gospel, and it is in that character of what is little. It is needed, beloved brethren, because Jerusalem is a great system of things and it is proceeding without Christ. 

Look at the eunuch in Acts 8; he came to Jerusalem and he left; he had the scriptures but he had nothing in his heart. He was reading Isaiah 53 but he had to admit, “concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other?” (Acts 8: 34). He had not been told that it was some other that Isaiah was speaking about. In fact it has been said that Isaiah 53 sets out 

that the character of Christ is not what the remnant would expect. It says, “when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53: 2). He is not the Christ that they would expect, what is presented to the remnant. Nevertheless this is what this man was reading; it is a good start to read the scriptures. He was coming from Jerusalem, the way down to Gaza, and this man Philip was sent and the eunuch says, ‘Was he speaking of himself or of some other?’ Then “Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him” (Acts 8: 35). It was what was little in character that was being presented. How attractive the Lord Jesus was! We need in our minds to be saturated with littleness; as long as we are here we will need in a right sense to keep lowly. We need to obtain that character because we handle great things. 

So the magi rejoiced greatly when they saw the star. Having come into the house they see the little Child with Mary His mother. How did these men know? What instinct was given them of God to recognise that what they had come for was presented in that little Child? How attractive! It says, “having come into the house they saw the little child with Mary his mother, and falling down did him homage”. Is not that wonderful, “they ... did him homage”? Is anybody’s heart here today going out in that service of homage? He is not fashioned like the big men of this world. His was a body prepared—the spirit of holy contentment marked His course. That was the life of Christ! He did not exalt Himself. We often say that in Philippians 2 He waited to be exalted, “Wherefore also God highly exalted him” (verse 9). He would wait His time but He would never ever exalt Himself. How different a Man He is from what was here; He was different from every other man. The magi had some feeling as to what was appropriate to the Person of Jesus, “And having opened their treasures, they offered to him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh”. How appropriate that was to give to Christ. There are certain things Christendom tries to offer which are inappropriate to Christ. I know we are in the midst of Christendom, but morally that should not be the attitude of true hearts. The magi offered what was appropriate to Christ, gold, frankincense and myrrh; a large apprehension of what is due to that Person is suggested in this precious offering that these men had. What light came into their souls! Jerusalem did not give them that light, nor did Herod; they must have received it in their simple relations with God. The star was pointing something out, so that they would offer what was appropriate to the little Child. ... 

In Philadelphia it is a little power, and I think in some sense a little power in Philadelphia means she is in keeping and appropriate to the place she is given. It is very beautiful not to try and go out of our orbit; Christ never did. We should learn that we should keep within the will of God and keep within our orbit. This One who speaks in Revelation 3 as to Philadelphia is the One who has feet like fine brass and whose eyes are as a flame of fire. He is moving judicially and He says, “because thou hast a little power”. It was appropriate, it was sufficient power to maintain the place that God would have us in. I feel the need of that in the day we are in, beloved brethren; we need to be content with the place we have and not aspire to anything great. We need to go on as Paul says, “going along with the lowly” (Romans 12: 16); go on with those who are lowly in heart and suitable. Little power means that you have sufficient for the time you are in. He says to Philadelphia in His opening remark, “These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open”. What control He has, there is unquestionable control in this Person and He says to the Philadelphian assembly, “behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and, hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”. What an approval from this Person who has the right to judge. 

The only judgment worth having is the judgment of this One, with His feet like brass shining. It is shining! It is our privilege in the day we are in to keep His word and not deny His name. It is a great privilege and we have the power for it, a little power … Philadelphia is the only assembly that is referred to as having power; it is never referred to in the rest. Ephesus had fallen from their first love, love for Christ, vertical love and horizontal love. They had fallen from it. They had not the power to maintain it although they were maintaining a right position outwardly, they were dealing with evil but we need more than that; we need to have the spirit of the little child amongst us because we are handling the greatest things of God. The truth of God has come into the treasury of men, that is where it is put, and it says angels desire to look into it; therefore we need to keep lowly. I just feel the need of it in my own heart; keep lowly, keep little in your mind and heart, so that the precious things increase in our apprehension and in our hearts. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Part of address at Aberdeen, Scotland
15 May 2004 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 2:1-12 (JND) [1] Now Jesus having been born in Bethlehem of Judaea, in the days of Herod the king, behold magi from the east arrived at Jerusalem, saying, [2] Where is the king of the Jews that has been born? for we have seen his star in the east, and have come to do him homage. [3] But Herod the king having heard [of it], was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; [4] and, assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ should be born. [5] And they said to him, In Bethlehem of Judaea; for thus it is written through the prophet: [6] And *thou* Bethlehem, land of Juda, art in no wise the least among the governors of Juda; for out of thee shall go forth a leader who shall shepherd my people Israel. [7] Then Herod, having secretly called the magi, inquired of them accurately the time of the star that was appearing; [8] and having sent them to Bethlehem, said, Go, search out accurately concerning the child, and when ye shall have found [him] bring me back word, so that *I* also may come and do him homage. [9] And they having heard the king went their way; and lo, the star, which they had seen in the east, went before them until it came and stood over the place where the little child was. [10] And when they saw the star they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. [11] And having come into the house they saw the little child with Mary his mother, and falling down did him homage. And having opened their treasures, they offered to him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. [12] And being divinely instructed in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

Revelation 3:7-8 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Revelation 3:18 (JND) [18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see.

Matthew 21 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. …

Matthew 21:10 (JND) [10] And as he entered into Jerusalem, the whole city was moved, saying, Who is this?

Matthew 21:5 (JND) [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Matthew 2 (JND) [1] Now Jesus having been born in Bethlehem of Judaea, in the days of Herod the king, behold magi from the east arrived at Jerusalem, saying, [2] Where is the king of the Jews that has been born? for we have seen his star in the east, and have come to do him homage. [3] But Herod the king having heard [of it], was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; …

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Acts 8:34 (JND) [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other?

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Acts 8:35 (JND) [35] And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him.

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Romans 12:16 (JND) [16] Have the same respect one for another, not minding high things, but going along with the lowly: be not wise in your own eyes:



EXTRACT

I think holding the Head arises from the way you come to know the Lord. It does not come to you in a formal way, it comes to you gradually. The Lord endears Himself to your heart, so that gradually you come to give Him His place; in time it dawns upon you that it is wise to do so. You find things go right that way. Wisdom is a great thought in headship. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 100, pp.342, 343) 
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