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THE KEEPING POWER OF CHRIST

W. McKillop 

John 17: 11, 12; 2 Timothy 1: 12; Isaiah 26: 3; Revelation 3: 10; Jude 24, 25 

These passages refer to the Lord’s keeping power. In John the Lord is speaking to the Father as about to leave the world, and He prays, “Holy Father, keep them in thy name”—and then what I want particularly to refer to in this section—“When I was with them I kept them in thy name”. When we think of how the Lord kept His own in the Father’s name, it evokes admiration and adoration from our hearts. When the Lord took up the disciples, they were as diverse as we are, and as difficult as we often are, and yet He kept them. He kept them in this specific way—“I kept them in thy name”. The Lord is not speaking in a general way exactly about keeping these persons, but “When I was with them I kept them in thy name”, that is the Father’s name. We might say, speaking reverently, that it was a remarkable accomplishment on the Lord’s part to keep these persons in the Father’s name, that is in the light of the revelation of the Father in Himself. I am assured He has no less a thought in His heart for us than this, that He should keep us, by the Holy Spirit, in the Father’s name. 

In John’s epistle, one of the great tests is whether persons acknowledge the Father and the Son. If we are in Christianity at all in a vital way, that is the light that we are in, and the light the Lord would keep us in, and keep us together. He is not speaking here about keeping them individually exactly, but keeping them collectively. The Lord is bent on keeping us in this sense, beloved brethren, keeping us together in the light of the revelation of the Father in Himself. It is not only that we are to be kept from evil or kept from the world, but that we are to be kept in the realm of revelation, kept in the Father’s name. There is really no greater 

privilege in these closing days than to be kept by Christ in the Father’s name. There is nothing less than the full thought of Christianity in the Lord’s mind as He speaks here to the Father. When you think of those that the Lord had contact with, you can see what He had in view with every one of them. 

If it is the man who was healed and sent by the Lord back to Decapolis, which would be an area of concentrated wickedness, you might wonder, How could the Lord keep him in his isolation? But I am assured that the Lord kept him just as He kept the man in John 9 who was cast out of the synagogue; and as He kept the woman in John 4. As we think of our respective histories, we are here really because the Lord has kept us. We have not kept ourselves. We are kept by the power of God through faith. The persons that the Lord has in view here would have faith and the Holy Spirit, and I would say they would have love for one another. 

Therefore the Lord says, “I kept them in thy name”. Wonderful matter, that as He finished His service here, He could say that to the Father! I am assured that as the dispensation finishes there would be no lesser thought than that the persons who are kept are kept by Christ in the Father’s name. It is something the soul can rest on, the keeping power that the Lord has. He kept them in the Father’s name, and He says, “not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition”. It was needful that Judas should be lost to fulfil the Scripture. 

This would lead, as we know Him, to assurance on our part regarding His ability to keep what we entrust to Him, as the apostle says in 2 Timothy. He says, “For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed”. The suffering did not deter the apostle; he says, 

“for I know whom I have believed”. He would be like those we were speaking of earlier who had known Him that is from the beginning. It is a great matter in our soul experience to be able to say, “I know whom I have believed”. We have believed Him that is from the 

beginning. He says, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him”. Paul had entrusted an immense amount to Christ when you think of his labours; his work in Corinth, Thessalonica, Philippi and other places. He had an immense amount to entrust to Christ. Of course, there was also Paul’s own knowledge of God. 

Whatever knowledge of God we have acquired, we can entrust to Christ as knowing Him and being persuaded that He is able to keep that. The time came when the apostle was to give up his life, but that would not interfere with the deposit that he had committed to Christ. The Lord would keep that for that day, the day of display. So he says, “the deposit I have entrusted to him”. I suppose we might have to say we have not much to put on deposit with Christ, but we have something; we have the work of God in our souls, we have the knowledge of God. These things we can entrust to Christ knowing that He is able to keep it for that day. So the apostle does not just say, I believe He is able to keep it, but I “am persuaded”. His assurance grew out of his close links with Christ; therefore he could say that He is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to Him. 

Now in Isaiah the Lord is thinking about our minds. The Lord thinks a good deal more about our minds perhaps than we realise. He knows generally that the tendency to slip begins in our minds; the tendency to unbelief begins in our minds; the tendency to doubt, to be fearful, all that begins in our minds. So this word is, “Thou wilt keep in perfect peace the mind stayed on thee, for he confideth in thee”. That is a word of great comfort. If we were to be occupied with what is transpiring in the world, politically and economically, we would have very unsettled minds because what is clear is that everything there is just on shifting, sinking sand. 

So He is presented here as “Jah, Jehovah, ... the rock of ages”. The Lord is that; it is not merely the ‘Rock of Ages’, as we sing in that gospel hymn, but it is that Person as the bedrock of the whole divine system in 

which we have part, through grace. So He says, “on this rock I will build my assembly”, Matthew 16: 18. Our minds often become very perturbed when matters arise in localities—

sometimes matters which really do not concern us—but our minds become agitated. What the Lord would say to us is, I will keep your mind in perfect peace when it is stayed on Me. Then it adds, “for he confideth in thee”. No matter what comes up, whether it be assembly exercises, or physical illnesses, or death among us (because we have that experience from time to time, or the heartbreak of young persons leaving us (even for a time), or the unresponsiveness of our relatives who seem to be immune to the effect of the truth, all that is not to agitate our minds. 

You recall that Peter walked on the water until he saw the wind; it is a remarkable thing that when he saw the wind that is when he began to sink. As Mr. Stoney said many years ago, Peter could no more have walked on smooth water than stormy water, but as long as his view was on Christ he walked, but when he became occupied with how the enemy was stirring up things he began to sink. I want to encourage us, beloved, to have our minds stayed firmly on Christ, as it says here, “Jah, Jehovah ... the rock of ages”, for that is who He is. Elsewhere Isaiah says, “he shall be the stability of thy times” (Isaiah 33: 6). The fathers know that. 

Fathers know Him that is from the beginning; they know it is Christ who is the stability of our times. We have to say that the stability is not in us, but we find it in Christ. As our minds are fixed on Him, we shall find that He imparts peace. That is what He did when He came in after His resurrection; He said, “Peace be to you”. I would encourage us to acquire the spiritual habit of having our minds unalterably fixed upon this glorious Person; we shall prove what He says, that we shall have perfect peace. You might say, How could that be down here? Well, it cannot be found around, but the Lord is saying, You can find it because I will give it to you. Whether it is in our own minds or in our households or in our 

localities, He orders peace—“Thou wilt keep in perfect peace the mind stayed on thee”. 

I referred to the passage in Revelation 3 because the Lord is speaking prophetically about what is to come. He says, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience”, or it might be 

‘the word of My endurance’. What the Spirit of God is saying to us, beloved brethren, is that we are to keep the word of His patience, the word of His endurance. James encourages us to be marked by endurance. The Lord says, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience”. 

So I would say it is not that He is doing all the keeping; He is keeping us, but then there are things that we are to keep. We are to keep the word of His patience, and as Paul says to Timothy, we are to keep by the Holy Spirit the good deposit entrusted. I apprehend the good deposit would include what began to be spoken about by the Lord, and was spoken and written about by the apostles, and in more recent times has been spoken and written about in the recovery through those whom the Lord has raised up. He is saying, Because thou has kept it, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial. Notice that “I also”; He is saying, as it were, Because you have done something, I also will do something. “I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial”. 

I do not want to occupy you with prophecy exactly, but that is not the tribulation, it is not the time of Jacob’s trouble, it is another matter entirely—“I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world”. The whole world will be affected by it, the hour of trial. Notice what it says, “to try them that dwell upon the earth”. 

These are not persons exactly who are wicked sinners like the men in Sodom, that is not the character the Lord gives them, but them that dwell upon the earth. That is persons who are simply dwelling in what is earthly with no thought of what is heavenly, whose thoughts do not extend beyond what they enjoy in their lifetime. But 

this hour of trial is coming, and the Lord is saying, I will keep you out of that “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience”. How much Christ loves us! How much He loves the assembly that He would keep us out of this. If you think about it, and we should think about it, it is going to be a complete upheaval of all that men are resting in at the moment; all that the earth dwellers are dwelling in. This hour of trial is coming, and it will be dreadful. But the Lord is saying, I will keep you out of that, “I also”. That word “also” is precious. It is not, so to speak, an arbitrary matter, but a matter of affection, the Lord saying in love. You have kept the word of My patience, and I also will keep you out of the hour of trial. 

Well, I referred to the two verses in Jude because they bring out a most encouraging thought—that He is able to keep us without stumbling. Stumbling here is not a matter of the person falling and needing to be helped up; stumbling from Jude’s point of view is apostasy. 

He says, “But to him that is able”. To my mind that is Christ, “him that is able to keep you without stumbling”. Peter denied the Lord but that is not the kind of thing that Jude is speaking about. We might speak about Peter’s failure but it was not stumbling in the sense of this scripture. We read in Isaiah about persons who “shall stumble, and fall, and be broken” 

(Isaiah 8: 15); they are persons who have no part in divine things at all. The Lord is saying, through Jude, “to him that is able to keep you without stumbling”. That is the greatest comfort. Not only is the Lord going to keep us out of the hour of trial, but He is also going to keep us out of the apostasy into which the western world is proceeding. How sorrowful it is that there are persons who identify themselves outwardly with the name of Christ, but they are about to stumble. Already, John tells us, there are many antichrists; but it will soon be that the antichrist will arise, and this whole area that has been so favoured of God in this dispensation will fall into open apostasy. But Christ is able to keep us without 

stumbling—“and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory”. How the Lord’s feelings will enter into this! With what exultation will He set us blameless before His glory; not one charge can be raised against us by any person or power or agency in the universe, blameless before His glory. We shall be fully in consonance with that glory because He has kept us without stumbling. 

This leads on Jude’s part as he writes to a doxology— “to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age”, or as you will notice the footnote says, Or ‘course of time’. I suppose this is Jude’s way of going back to what we have in John 1, in the beginning, “from before the whole age, and now”—

now, this very moment, our very selves in this meeting—“and to all the ages”, all that is to follow. Out of the whole course of time will arise these wonderful ascriptions of praise to God and to Christ; “to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might and authority”. Well might we join with Jude in saying “Amen”. Our souls should come up in holy activity as affected by the speaking of the Spirit through Jude in calling our attention to Christ in this way; that He will keep us from the great apostasy, and He will set us with exultation blameless before His glory. It is a wonderful thought that we shall be like Him, fully; when we see Him we shall be like Him, and He will set us before His glory blameless. This should lift up our spirits and cause us to exult as we think of the glory and greatness of Christ. Indeed, in a certain sense, we could say that this ascription of praise is to Him the only God our Saviour. But then He is the One who is doing it operatively through Jesus Christ our Lord, and what a result there is and will be eternally—glory, majesty, might and authority. 

May these simple thoughts, beloved brethren, stimulate our souls and cause our spirits to exult that we 

are in touch with such a glorious Person, and with such wondrous matters, and that we are here together with such lovable persons who are the subjects of the keeping power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Address at Ormond Beach
27 December 1996 

 


Scripture references

John 17:11-12 (JND) [11] And I am no longer in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one as we. [12] When I was with them I kept them in thy name; those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.

2 Timothy 1:12 (JND) [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.

Isaiah 26:3 (JND) [3] Thou wilt keep in perfect peace the mind stayed [on thee], for he confideth in thee.

Revelation 3:10 (JND) [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

Jude 1:24-25 (JND) [24] But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set [you] with exultation blameless before his glory, [25] to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, [be] glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. Amen.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Isaiah 33:6 (JND) [6] and he shall be the stability of thy times, the riches of salvation, wisdom and knowledge: the fear of Jehovah shall be your treasure.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Isaiah 8:15 (JND) [15] And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …



LOVE DISPLAYED IN SELF-SURRENDER

J. R. Cumming

John 18: 5–8; Exodus 21: 1–6; Genesis 44: 18 (to “ears”), 31–34; 45: 1; 1 Samuel 25: 23, 24, 29 (to “God”); John 12: 1–3

I think it is right to say that the Lord’s public teaching was finished at the end of John 12. From chapter 13 on, not exclusively, but from then on it is one thing after another in teaching to His disciples. He gives them an insight as to the Father, and gives them an insight as to the Spirit; He speaks about the conditions that should be in local companies, love among yourselves; feet washing and other things all come in from chapter 13 on. Then in chapter 18, following the Lord’s prayer in chapter 17, “Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron” (John 18: 1). It was the filling out of what related to the will of God, and everything was to be secured through His laying down His life. It says that this crowd came with lanterns and torches and weapons. Imagine looking for the light of the world with a lantern! What a disqualification in itself, is it not? This is when the Lord was taken. Then He asked, “Whom seek ye?” And they answered Him, “Jesus the Nazaraean”. He said to them, “I am he”. At that moment there was an exposition of the power that was there; the glory of that Person. On another occasion in John’s gospel it says that He hid Himself and went away; that is when the crowd there took up stones. But here we have come, you might say, to the filling out of what is related to divine purpose and divine ways, that Jesus was going forward to meet the enemy, could I use the word, head-on. 

But just at this point, beloved brethren, is what I wanted to draw on for a little in these scriptures which we have read. He says, “I told you that I am he”, which was repeated. Now there is this phrase that follows immediately, “if therefore ye seek me, let these go away”. I think we could say in that the Lord Jesus showed a shepherdly touch, and not only a shepherdly touch but preparedness in Himself to meet the suffering that was involved in the ways that God had indicated. The word is used, I was impressed with it when I thought about it, self-surrender, that is what is said in one of the books, it is marvellous to think of the Lord Jesus submitting Himself to the cruelty and the dissoluteness of men, as He did from this chapter onwards, and it was all on the line of the suffering way. But, what He was concerned about, and brings out here, is what He says, “let these go away”. Self-surrender was a great matter; it was for the good of others. That is something to think about and that is why I read this scripture. What He was doing here is a pattern, something for us to lay hold of in our lives—self-surrender. In the book of Job Satan said, “all that a man hath will he give for his life” (Job 2: 4). The Lord says, “I told you that I am he—if therefore ye seek me, let these go away”. I think this is a demonstration of what was mentioned in the reading, that love is the essence of everything in Christianity. 

That is why I read Exodus 21, “if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”. That is self-surrender. Now I know we have to be careful about using that word surrender because it might be misunderstood. Self-surrender means you submit to God’s ways and to God’s work. Here you have this matter of the practice lying behind such a conclusion, that is that it is the calculation of what love can undergo. It was seen perfectly in Christ, the true Bondman; He took that position—“But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever”. That is the suffering way. What a glory there is in the love demonstrated in the Lord personally! It is something that should always affect us, and does affect us. The resolution of difficulties in localities involves the surrender of my opinion, my thoughts, my ideas. We hold on to things very tightly and it is about the last thing that we will do to say, ‘I am sorry’. You see in Christ it is perfect—“let these go away”; in other words, what was before Him there was no deviation at all. The spirit of love is here in Exodus 21, true love, perfect love. Paul says in—1 Corinthians 13: 8, “Love never fails”. 

That is what we have to find and work out, beloved brethren. It is a great thing to be amenable to what the brethren are saying, what the brethren are sensitive about, and to be submissive, because that brings in unity. I think we can see how far away we get from that at times. 

Now I read about Judah because this man took his place among the blamed; he says, God has found out our iniquity. He meant that, and here was Benjamin held, he was to be a bondman to Joseph. Jacob had given Judah instructions that he must bring Benjamin home. So Judah’s heart is affected. There is a need to see that the Lord’s things involve, not only administrative prowess, but affection and love, and that is always a test for us. Do I love the unity of the brethren more than my opinion of things? That is not giving up the truth, that is working out the truth in love; love never fails. Judah was one of the ten who said they were honest men, that was twice quoted of them. Judah comes to it here, saying, “God has found out the iniquity of thy servants” (Genesis 44: 16). Then he was coming to a point in his life where he was prepared to suffer, so that Benjamin might go back with the other brethren. You might say, Well, that was the least he could do. If that is the way you look on it, I do not think you should, because there was a great sacrifice involved in this. He laid down his life in facing up to his responsibilities. 

Abigail was not to blame but she took the blame. This is a thing which somehow makes things work, when brethren are motivated in their affection on this line. She saw that if David went on the line that he was doing, his actions might be considered a stumbling block or offence. She was concerned about the bundle of the living. I think that is a fine touch. That is what our localities should be; all our localities should be marked as a bundle of the living. 

Young people can find their home there, find a safe place where they are loved, where there is a place for them, where they are cared for; not just tolerated, beloved brethren, there is a big difference. Abigail shows the way, she took the blame, and not only that, but everything that was needed she brings with her. She got all this ready, two hundred loaves, two skin-bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and so on, and brought it all to David for his men. You see there was love, there was guidance. So there is help for us to come in in our local settings if we have this kind of spirit. David says, “And blessed be thy discernment” (1 Samuel 25: 33). You see assembly features coming to light. The enemy will do anything he possibly can to bring in disruption in regard to the local position; that is quite apparent. You and I have a responsibility to see that that is withstood, not in the fighting character of things, but in the line of what our spirits are. It is a great thing to have such a spirit, where the Spirit of God can come in in power and thwart what is of the enemy. I may think how it should be done and usually that is the wrong way, but if we allow the Spirit to have His way with us, then things will be taken through in a right way. 

I finish with just a word on John 12. I think it was an area where everything had been adjusted, it says the Lord came to Bethany. How He loved Bethany! Luke’s gospel tells us that He went up to heaven from Bethany. I think that shows the affections that were there in regard to Him. The persons who were in this locality all had a place in His affections; Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Think of what they went through! The experience of death and how the Lord stood by them, got them through. So that it is the suffering way that the Scripture speaks of here “where was the dead man Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among the dead”. There will never be any trouble in your locality, beloved brother, if you are a dead man. That has been said often and maybe we will have to repeat it a few times; a dead man will make no difficulties. You may say that is not logical, if he is a dead man he cannot do anything, but that is not the point, you take the moral effect of it. When Lazarus was dead the world and all its principles had no place in his heart at all; when he was raised the one thing in life that he was committed to was the Lord Jesus. It says here, “There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served”. I think these persons in their lives had come to it to surrender the kind of spirit that they had. There was something secured in Martha accordingly, she just served; as the Lord said of another, “What she could she has done”, Mark 14: 8. Beloved brethren, let us see that lying behind all service there is this great principle of loving the objective of our service, and that is Christ. Learn from Him how to serve. It speaks about Lazarus as one of those at table with Him; how he was enjoying things, not only in the position he had been brought into, but enjoying in life what the Lord had given. So there is something there that is attractive. 

Then it says of Mary, “having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price”, this is where there is surrender. She appreciated what the Lord Jesus was going ahead with “six days before the passover”. She was, therefore, sensitive as to what lay ahead for Him, and took the opportunity to do what she did. She anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped them with her hair and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. It comes into this category that we are speaking about, self-surrender for the good of others. How we should always be thinking about what we are doing, and what we may be treasuring up; it is all in view of release when we are among the brethren, because it is for Christ. 

I just want to leave this word with us as to the way through with regard to difficulties, and sorrows too, that may come in. The young people are to be attracted into the area where you grow up and find yourself having to revise your thoughts about what is good. Our brother spoke earlier about Barnabas, “a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11: 24); how he was appreciated in all that he was, and our hearts are to be held for Christ along this line. The last two lines of Hymn 171 show how everything is secured from the divine side on the principle of, 

‘And love that, giving all, secures 

The universe for God’. 

May we all be encouraged for His name’s sake. 

Address at Brechin
15 November 1997 

 


Scripture references

John 18:5-8 (JND) [5] They answered him, Jesus the Nazaraean. Jesus says to them, I am [he]. And Judas also, who delivered him up, stood with them. [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground. [7] He demanded of them therefore again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus the Nazaraean. [8] Jesus answered, I told you that I am [he]: if therefore ye seek me, let these go away;

Exodus 21:1-6 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. [4] If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone. [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free; [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

Genesis 44:18 (JND) [18] Then Judah came near to him, and said, Ah! my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant; for thou art even as Pharaoh.

1 Samuel 25:23-29 (JND) [23] And when Abigail saw David, she hasted and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, [24] and fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, [upon] me let the iniquity be; but let thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and hear the words of thy handmaid. [25] Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, Nabal; for as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is with him; and I thy handmaid did not see the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. [26] And now, my lord, [as] Jehovah liveth, and [as] thy soul liveth, seeing Jehovah has restrained thee from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. [27] And now this blessing which thy bondmaid has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men that follow my lord. [28] I pray thee, forgive the transgression of thy handmaid: for Jehovah will certainly make my lord a lasting house; because my lord fights the battles of Jehovah, and evil has not been found in thee all thy days. [29] And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling.

John 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 18:1 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples.

Job 2:4 (JND) [4] And Satan answered Jehovah and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life;

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

1 Corinthians 13:8 (JND) [8] Love never fails; but whether prophecies, they shall be done away; or tongues, they shall cease; or knowledge, it shall be done away.

Genesis 44:16 (JND) [16] And Judah said, What shall we say to my lord? what shall we speak, and how justify ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of thy servants; behold, we are my lord's bondmen, both we, and he in whose hand the cup has been found.

1 Samuel 25:33 (JND) [33] And blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou, who hast kept me this day from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging myself with mine own hand.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Mark 14:8 (JND) [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial.

Acts 11:24 (JND) [24] for he was a good man and full of [the] Holy Spirit and of faith; and a large crowd [of people] were added to the Lord.



THE VALUE OF BEING A BELIEVER

D. C. Brown 

John 20: 27—“and be not unbelieving, but believing” 

It is vital that you should be a believer on the Lord Jesus. This world has many different classes of people but there is one thing that distinguishes two classes of people—those who are believing and those who are 

unbelieving. Some may be actively opposed to God and His word and speak against it; some may simply ignore the word and may occupy themselves only in their own things, but both of these categories are marked by unbelief. 

Now, the man that we have in this scripture, Thomas, was given the word, “be not unbelieving, but believing”. That was the word of the Lord Jesus, and it is the word of the Lord Jesus to you today. The word comes in the gospel; it comes from Christ; it speaks of a glorified and ascended Man. What had been presented was a risen Man. His friends, the disciples, had spoken to Thomas and said, “We have seen the Lord” (John 20: 25)—a risen Man. We would tell you that there is a risen Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. He has been into death and He has come out of death in triumph, and we would challenge you, Do not be unbelieving but believing. What a great difference it makes to men, to souls, what a difference it would make to your soul if you found yourself as one who was believing. A man in great extremity, he had even drawn a sword to kill himself, received the word, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”, Acts 16: 31. Whatever your extremity, whatever your distress, whatever your need, there is an answer to it, and that answer is, very simply, in believing; in finding the Lord Jesus Christ as the Object of your faith, in finding Him as the One who is the Man for your heart. Do you know the Man for your heart, a glorious risen Man? 

Now the word came at other times, the Lord Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God”, Mark 11: 22. Do you have faith in God? God has come out, to be made known, to be understood, to be One who can be spoken to, One who can speak to you, One who can affect your heart, One who would long to draw you into His company and enjoy His things; and the word would be, “Have faith in God”. God has spoken, He has spoken in Christ; He has spoken in His Son. He has spoken in prophets, 

He has spoken in preachers, He has spoken in the glad tidings; greatest of all, of course, He has spoken, He has made His mind known in Son, in Christ. He has spoken to you in the glad tidings, and He has spoken in the Scriptures. If you want the word of God, you will find it, and the important thing as you look into the Scriptures is, “be not unbelieving, but believing”. 

Men, even men who call themselves Christians, are speaking of things that are in the Scriptures, and doubting them. They may even be arguing about them and coming to the right conclusions, but the word from God is “be not unbelieving, but believing”. 

What is your attitude of mind as you have the Scriptures before you? They speak of the incoming of Jesus, the glory and majesty of the incoming of Jesus, how God has come into manhood; God Himself coming in nearness, in smallness as a babe; growing up as a child. In what a wonderful way God has acted in coming near to men; not how we may have imagined God coming near— 

Nor yet in triumph passing, 

But human infancy!’ (Hymn 188) 

He was an infant in a manger, in the kind of receptacle that is normally used for the food for the cattle; that is where they put Him; that is the best that this world provided, and men say, This is a myth. Beloved, as we have these things before us, “be not unbelieving, but believing”, accept it because it is the word of God. He was born of a virgin, born as no other man has ever been born. We can be thankful for every one who accepts it. Accept it, not because you have weighed various things up, but because the Scripture says it, because the word of God comes and presents itself to you, and you accept it. In a certain way you do have to weigh it, you have to weigh it in your mind and let it have its effect on your heart, but without doubt, without any lack of belief. The Bereans are spoken of who heard the gospel, and searched the Scriptures, with that believing attitude, to find if these things were so. They would have said, This 

is the truth that has come to us, and where does the Scripture confirm it? Is that your attitude as you come to the gospel preaching? Are you one who believes? 

Think of the glory of what is spoken of in this pathway of Jesus. We often go over it. It is one thing that affects you, the way the saints go over the pathway of Jesus. How often have you known the gospels to be read? How often have we read them? Read them as gathered with the saints; read them in the household; read them on our own? Let us go over the gospels. 

The life of Jesus—how precious every detail of it and every moment of it is. Do you love to go over it with the attitude of one who is a believer? Think of what He did and the way He went; think of how He touched persons; think of what health and strength He gave them, and what food He gave them. All these things show the way the Lord Jesus was on earth. 

Yet all that had one objective and one end, so that He could say, “the things concerning me have an end”, Luke 22: 37. Something there that was of pleasure and delight to God had to be ended if you or I were to be saved. Something was there that God delighted in, in every moment, every second of the life of Jesus. Think of it, action by action, detail after detail, of His life God treasured it: Man in perfection in flesh and blood in Jesus. What glory! What delight to God! He was a Man in perfection, never seen before, never seen since. Man in perfection in flesh and blood, for God. And for God that was the One, the perfect, holy, harmless, sinless One, to be the perfect sacrifice; the perfect offering. 

We speak of the offerings in the Old Testament. If something was to be offered it had to be completely flawless, completely spotless; that is Jesus. It cannot portray any man but Jesus. If you read about a spotless lamb, if you read about a flawless offering, it could be only Jesus. If you can speak about the fine flour 

mingled with oil, it typifies Jesus, the only One who could be totally satisfying to God. We read of these different offerings, all perfectly pleasurable to God. So that is the way that He went; He went the way of the cross. Think of the pleasure that He had in doing the will of God; the pleasure He had in those days. He was a Man of sorrows. Yes, yet conscious that He was giving His Father delight. It came to the time when the cross had to be endured, and righteously, and in a holy way. The Lord Jesus, as we see Him in Gethsemane, recoiled from what it was to have to go into death, recoiled from what it was to be made sin. What it was, a holy blessed Man could only recoil from, but as loathing sin. He consciously went forward to it, subject to His Father’s will, saying, “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. 

Does it affect your heart? Does it affect your soul that that is the way that Jesus went? Do you believe what is presented to you? Do not be unbelieving; do not turn from the effect of it on your conscience, because that is the way He has gone—gone to the cross. What has He done on the cross? He has borne sin and sins; He has satisfied the righteousness of God; He has secured redemption; He has given Himself a ransom; He has shed His precious blood; He has taken away the penalty of sin. How full and grand the work of Jesus upon the cross! He totally defeated the power of sin and of Satan; the enemy of your soul has been defeated at the cross of Jesus. The fulness and the blessing of the love of God towards you is free—and it could never otherwise have been free—because of the work of Jesus at the cross. Are you a believer? Have you trusted in Him? Is He your Saviour? Can you claim Him for yourself? He suffered and He died; He shed His precious blood, and He has been buried. If He had remained there in that tomb, you would still be in your sins, but in the blessedness of His glory, and the blessedness of the Father’s glory, He is raised. God has brought again from the dead the great Shepherd of the 

sheep. How glorious that is! God has brought Him again from the dead, and He has risen. He has come out in the power of life, and now He would present Himself. He came and presented Himself to these, His own, after His resurrection. So you come to the gospel meeting and brothers preach; they can preach because in faith they have had an experience with Jesus, and they can tell you, ‘We have seen the Lord’. If someone attempted to preach who could not say that, it would be a poor preaching, but we can tell you this first gospel message that these disciples had; these ten disciples could say to Thomas, “We have seen the Lord”. We can come here and say, We have seen Him; as a risen Man we know Him; by faith He has come into our hearts to take possession there. We have seen the Lord, we know His power, we know His glory as risen. Do not be like Thomas, saying, “I will not believe”. He said that unless he did various things he would not believe. What is your attitude as the gospel comes to you? We can say there is a risen Man, we have seen the Lord. Do you accept that? Are you believing? There is an important scripture in Romans 10, “that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10: 9). Are you a believer? Have you accepted it? Have you believed in your heart? Has your conscience been cleared? Has your heart being affected? Has it changed your mind and your life so that you can be like Thomas at this time when the Lord speaks to him? What is his response? Thomas says, “My Lord and my God”. He believed: the Lord presented Himself and he believed. No longer unbelieving, he believed that God had raised Him from among the dead and confessed with his mouth Jesus as Lord—“My Lord and my God”. 

Beloved, do not be unbelieving, but believing. In every word of these wonderful Holy Scriptures be believing. In everything that is presented to you from 

God be believing. Have faith in Christ. Have faith in His work. Have faith in His blood. Have a link with the Man who is at the Father’s right hand. It does not go on to that in detail in John’s gospel, it does not give us the ascension in the way that it does in other passages, but there is an ascended Man. This same Jesus is ascended. Where is He? He is at the right hand of God. Do you believe it? Is that what you would cling to? What difference has it made to you? Do you know something in yourself that is distinct and different because you know in yourself the work of God? God’s work is distinct, different from any other work, it is something that God has put there. If you are a believer you would know that there is something that God has worked in you, and it will grow, there will be fruit to God. For that is God’s thought that as we are believing things increase in our minds and in our hearts, so that there is something in response to God. This initial reaction of Thomas is worship, it is homage, “Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord and my God”. Is there a response, worship from your heart? Are you a believer, and has that had its effect so that you are a worshipper? There is not a long distance from a believer to a worshipper, one who responds to God and responds to the Lord Jesus, the One who is in glory and is coming again. 

There are many who have some link with the Lord Jesus who are not clear, who have not really got that belief that there is a Man coming to take them, to catch them up to meet Him in the air. But that is important too; there is One who is coming, the Lord Jesus Christ. Do you believe that? What difference does it make to you? The Lord Jesus is going to come in the cloud, and you are going to be caught up to be with Him—if you are a believer. Think of the glory of all that He will catch up to Himself, every one, the dead in Christ rising first and the living who remain caught up together to be with Him, changed to be like Him, suitable for Him, caught up, given the ability to enjoy eternally the presence of the Lord Jesus. 

Wonderful! That is what 

your prospect is if you are a believer. God will bring you into that wonderful eternal sphere where you can be in the enjoyment of all that is for Him. 

Also, we have in this time, this period, the grace and the help to sustain us to be suitable. That is the Holy Spirit, the blessed Holy Spirit, which those who are believers have room for in their hearts and in their souls. He is power to respond to God; power to give God what is for His pleasure. Have you received Him? If you are a believer then you are suitable, a suitable person to receive the Holy Spirit. May we all be helped in that to be suitable. 

Are you a believer? Is there anyone here who does not know Jesus as Saviour? Is there anyone here who is not sure he or she is saved? The reason is simple, it is because you are unbelieving. If there is any lack of enjoyment of what you know, or what you should know as a believer, it is because you are allowing in your heart an element of unbelief. Somebody who is a believer may still allow these doubts and elements of unbelief in their heart. If you are going to come into the fulness of blessing you have to be fully in this as a believer. That is why John’s gospel was written, as we are told regarding the signs, “but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name” (John 20: 31). 

What is the way into it?—through believing. I would plead with every one here, “be not unbelieving, but believing”, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Kirkcaldy, 27 February 1994 

SOBRIETY IN ALL THINGS 

P. S. Chareyre 

2 Timothy 4: 5, 6 

Recently I have been thinking about what Paul says to Timothy; and it seems to me that we need to be keenly aware that this is what is addressed particularly to us. They are simple things, but they are what might be called the apostle’s last injunctions. In the passage I have read, we have in a special way Paul’s last moral injunctions to Timothy. We come to the end of the second epistle, and he makes this last appeal to him, so to speak, “But thou, be sober in all things, bear evils, do the work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. 

Our brother has just been speaking about the words of Haggai, relating them to Paul’s exercises in regard of the Corinthians. It is not a matter of any unfolding of doctrine, it is a matter of moral characteristics. I believe it was so in Haggai’s days; it was so in Paul’s days, it was so in the days of the Revelation, to which our brother also referred, and it is so in our days. We need to consider our ways. Each of us needs to be an overcomer. 

Well, Paul says to Timothy, “be sober in all things”. Whether it be a question of the things that present themselves to us at the beginning of our lives, in relation to our individual paths, or in relation to the Lord’s interests, or whether it be the things that present themselves to us in the same way at the end of our lives, the word is—“be sober in all things”. The Scriptures are written for us to take them to heart, however elementary and however simple the teaching may be. Paul concludes his injunctions to Timothy with these simple exhortations. We should like to consider our ways. I should like to consider whether in every one of the details of them, I am sober in all things, in the smallest details of the way I conduct myself, amidst the 

world and among the brethren; and the same would apply in the way I consider the things that concern God’s house. 

Timothy was to know how to conduct himself in God’s house; that involved the way he walked in everyday circumstances; it also involved the way he considered the Lord’s rights in the assembly. We may be faced with assembly responsibilities, may have to take up our responsibility before the Lord in regard of things that concern Him among His people. Are we going to be sober in all things? We are put to the test, beloved brethren, all along the line, simply as to how far we have a sound judgment in ourselves. Whether we have much knowledge or very little, we are put to the test as to the extent to which we have a sound sober judgment in ourselves. Then it says, “bear evils”. It is a time for enduring suffering. It is perhaps not a time when we can expect to have much outward power for undertaking many things, but it is a time for enduring. We have to consider these two moral characteristics, being sober and enduring. 

Next, Paul adds, “do the work of an evangelist”. Everything in its place, of course—you do not begin with the work of an evangelist in order to finish with sobriety—that would not succeed at all. You are sober in all things, you endure afflictions, then you can look for the work that has to be done; and as it has often been remarked, it is the work of an evangelist. I think that is a far-reaching suggestion to us about the way in which we conduct ourselves, the way in which we honour the gospel by our walk. Even to the Ephesians Paul says, “having ... 

shod your feet with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace” (Ephesians 6: 15). It is not a question for us of stimulating great mass movements by resounding preachings; no doubt we would be incapable of that, but what we are exhorted to do is to have our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. May there be, in our walk, that which opens the way for the knowledge 

of God’s grace to be brought to men for their salvation. 

Paul concludes by saying, “fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. We should like to be complete, beloved brethren. We may be very small—we surely are—and our service is certainly very small, but the full measure of it may be filled up. We should like to aim at that from the beginning to the end. Paul says, It is the end for me; I am already being poured out as a libation, the time of my release is come—you, Timothy, take your place. Assuredly we can say that the time of apostolic power is finished. We are in the presence of all the consequences of departure; we should simply like to be marked by a submissive spirit in regard of the moral injunctions of the word of God. Beloved brethren, we know well—we are all thoroughly convinced of it—that it is moral deficiency that has brought about the breakdown. Well, we are not wanting to re-establish what has broken down, we know that that is not possible. But the word of God exhorts us to be morally consistent at the end. May the Lord help us to be so, each in our own responsibility, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Valence, 6 May 1986 
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Scripture references

John 20:27 (JND) [27] Then he says to Thomas, Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.

John 20:25 (JND) [25] The other disciples therefore said to him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.

Acts 16:31 (JND) [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

Mark 11:22 (JND) [22] And Jesus answering says to them, Have faith in God.

Luke 22:37 (JND) [37] for I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned with [the] lawless: for also the things concerning me have an end.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Romans 10 (JND) [1] Brethren, the delight of my own heart and my supplication which [I address] to God for them is for salvation. [2] For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3] For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], have not submitted to the righteousness of God. …

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.

John 20:31 (JND) [31] but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name.

2 Timothy 4:5-6 (JND) [5] But *thou*, be sober in all things, bear evils, do [the] work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry. [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come.

Ephesians 6:15 (JND) [15] and shod your feet with [the] preparation of the glad tidings of peace:
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