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“THE RADIANCY OF THE GLAD TIDINGS”

C. Hammond 

2 Corinthians 4: 1–8 

I am wondering how much of this radiancy is seen in our lives. Men speak about radiation in a very different context—a radiation of death! This scripture speaks of the radiancy of life in a Man, the Lord Jesus, who once died and has been raised and is now in the presence of God, a living Saviour. Do you believe that Jesus is living in the presence of God? Do you young people believe that? That was a momentous event when Jesus went up into heaven. There had never been a man in heaven before. Now Jesus is there and He is God’s glad tidings. The apostle refers to “the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. 

After the chaos which had come in “and darkness was on the face of the deep”. God said, 

“Let there be light”, Genesis 1: 1-3. God has only to utter His fiat and the thing is done! So that in all that follows God was working in the light; and He has been working in the light ever since. If there is any cloudiness or darkness it is with us. That is what the apostle is referring to in the early verses in this chapter—“We have rejected the hidden things of shame”. They are hidden because we are ashamed of them. But believers are not to falsify 

“the word of God”, but to be, as Paul says, “by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God”. 

So Paul writes, “as we have had mercy shown us, we faint not”. What a joy we have in saying that we have had mercy shown us from the blessed God! But where is this “radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is the image of God”? It should be seen in our lives and should enter into our preaching. We may have to refer to the judgment to come, to the “revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety, and unrighteousness of men” 

(Romans 1: 18), for He cannot overlook sin, though He does forgive sinners. Paul writes to the Thessalonians of “the righteous judgment of God”. Sin has been judged by God in a most affecting way in the Person of Jesus, “who knew not sin”, in the perfection of His obedience to the will of God. Think of what it was to the blessed God when He made His beloved Son that, in a supreme sacrifice. It is not just sins but sin. If it is a question of our sins, as believers we each can say, The Lord Jesus was my Substitute; He bore what was my due. Can we all say that? 

Eternity is never-ending time. Think of an eternity without Christ with the remorse that you could have had the blessing, but you spurned it! I believe God will be justified in the conscience of every condemned soul. But it is a most affecting thing that God looks firstly for our names to be in the book of life, for He is a Saviour God; and who will sit on that great white throne?—the Lord Jesus, for the Father has “given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is Son of man”, John 5: 27. Think of the solemnity of an unbeliever dying and being raised eventually to face that judgment-seat, that the One who will be then Judge could have been their Saviour. I sincerely hope that no one here today will be in that awful situation. 

But with us, as believers, what of this 

radiancy of which the apostle writes? What hinders its shining out? Some ‘hidden thing of shame’ perhaps? The apostle writes, “if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those who are lost”—a serious consideration for us. Where then is “the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ”? The apostle Paul conducted his life in the light of the judgment-seat of Christ. He says, “We are zealous, whether present or absent, to be agreeable to him”, 2 

Corinthians 5: 9. Then he goes on to say, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men”. God has met the claims of His attributes—His holiness and His righteousness—in showing us mercy on the basis of the sacrificial death of His Son. So it says God “has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. As we think of persons around us, we cannot say whether a person is destined for judgment, for God regards man in provisional reconciliation on the basis of the new Head for man in Christ, and His atoning sacrifice gives God the basis for showing mercy to all men. God has the answer to every moral question in the universe. But the apostle writes, “If also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost”, and that is because “the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ ... should not shine forth for them”. It does shine forth, but not for them! 

Can I assume that all here are believers in the finished work of Christ? I tremble for you if this is not true of any, for, as we have said, wrath of God is revealed from heaven upon all impiety. We may not emphasize this, but point out the fact that it is revealed. It is possible for a person to take the position of being a Christian, but be unbelieving in heart. In Hebrews 6: 4–6 we 

have the solemn record, “For it is impossible to renew again to repentance those once enlightened, and who have tasted of the heavenly gift, and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God, and the works of power of the age to come, and have fallen away, crucifying for themselves as they do the Son of God, and making a show of him”. The solemnity of the divine warning is only too apparent. Such a person or persons have been positionally in a place of privilege, but without faith. 

God has shone in our hearts; it says, “The God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine ... has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. The radiancy comes out because we have something in our souls—the light of a Saviour God, and He has provided a Mediator for men, as it is written: “God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus”, 1 Timothy 2: 5. Job called for a mediator, but on the ground of self-righteousness. But in the gospel we can preach that God has provided a Mediator. Christ is also our Advocate when, as believers, we may fall into sin. So when we preach, and also at other times, we should radiate the knowledge of God as known in His beloved Son. 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us”. If anything is to be effected, it is God’s sovereign action by the Spirit to bring conviction and blessing to any soul. The Holy Spirit knows our inward parts, and “Man’s spirit is the lamp of Jehovah, searching all the inner parts of the belly”, Proverbs 20: 27. So God has means of reaching the depths of soul in any. I hope all here are sure as to where they stand with God. I appeal to you as one to whom God has shown mercy; and as to those who do believe, may we be radiating “the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Cullen
15 June 1980




Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4:1-8 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us: [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up;

Genesis 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light.

Romans 1:18 (JND) [18] For there is revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety, and unrighteousness of men holding the truth in unrighteousness.

John 5:27 (JND) [27] and has given him authority to execute judgment [also], because he is Son of man.

Hebrews 6:4-6 (JND) [4] For it is impossible to renew again to repentance those once enlightened, and who have tasted of the heavenly gift, and have been made partakers of [the] Holy Spirit, [5] and have tasted the good word of God, and [the] works of power of [the] age to come, [6] and have fallen away, crucifying for themselves [as they do] the Son of God, and making a show of [him].

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

Proverbs 20:27 (JND) [27] Man's spirit is the lamp of Jehovah, searching all the inner parts of the belly.



WISDOM






J. Renton 

Proverbs 4: 7; 1 Corinthians 1: 30; 12: 7–9 (to “Spirit”) These scriptures emphasize the importance of wisdom for wisdom is given the premier place in each of them. We usually, and rightly, regard righteousness as our leader, and when it comes to a matter of principle, righteousness is our leader, but there is a great need of wisdom. One of the most important features needed in our localities at the moment is wisdom. Thank God for an understanding of principles and a desire to pursue righteousness, but there is a special need of wisdom. According to Proverbs wisdom is a feature that belongs to the family, and is needed in the family. Solomon writes as a father; he begins chapter 4, 

“Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father”. Wisdom is for children, for sons. It goes along with sonship. “Hear, my son”, Solomon says in verse 10. 

“The beginning of wisdom is, Get wisdom”. The first thing that is going to help us, dear brethren, is to realize the need for wisdom, and to apply ourselves to get wisdom. If we do not see the need for wisdom we are not very likely to get it. There is a crying need for wisdom in every 

locality. We can look back in our city’s history in Edinburgh—and I suppose it would apply in Plainfield—and see how many things could have been avoided if wisdom had been operating. You might be able to prove from Scripture and from ministry that what was done was right, but was it wisdom? Was it wise? Could sorrow have been avoided if wisdom had been applied? For things to be right is not sufficient for the family. What is needed is wisdom. Once we realize that, we shall begin to desire that wisdom should operate in our localities. “The beginning of wisdom is, Get wisdom; and with all thy getting get intelligence”. Let us set ourselves to get. 

It says in verse 5, “Get wisdom, get intelligence—forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall keep thee; love her, and she shall preserve thee. The beginning of wisdom is, “(or it may be rendered, Wisdom is the principal thing) 

“Get wisdom; and with all thy getting get intelligence”. I am saying this to myself, as well as to the brethren here. Let us see the need every week in our assembly history locally for wisdom. 

We come to the verse we read in Corinthians, “But of him” (that is, of God) “are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God”. The first thing mentioned is wisdom, secondly, righteousness; not that righteousness is not our leader (for it is when it comes to principle), but in the application of principle wisdom is mentioned first. Corinth was a locality, just as we are here, just as they would have been at Edinburgh a few hours ago, at a meeting of this character. Paul writes, “Of him” (of God) “are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God”. Wisdom from God is available to us in Christ Jesus; He has been made to us wisdom from God. Wisdom 

resides in our Lord Jesus Christ who is Head, and is to be drawn upon when needed in any given situation. In Proverbs 8, in that remarkable chapter where wisdom is personified, we read in verse 22, “Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old”. Wisdom as a quality was in reserve in divine operations. Before His works of old, wisdom was there. “I was set up from eternity, from the beginning, before the earth was”. 

Then he says, “When there were no depths, I was brought forth”. That is, wisdom was brought forth when needed in the creation of this world in which we are. It was always there in reserve, but brought forth, brought out, and drawn upon, when needed as divine resource in these great operations, at the very beginning of things. 

If Jehovah, in His operations creationally, drew upon wisdom, how much more do we need to in our operations, because the Lord leaves things to us in our localities. Christ Jesus has been made to us wisdom from God. Once we understand, according to Proverbs 4, the need for wisdom in any situation, then we know where it is—it is in Christ Jesus, and it can be drawn upon from Him. 

In 1 Corinthians 12, when we come to the practical operations and manifestations of the Spirit, it is very interesting that the first thing mentioned is the word of wisdom. Other things are mentioned, but the word of wisdom comes first. “For to one, by the Spirit, is given the word of wisdom”. We can look back—I know we can in our city—and see how many sorrows, how many difficulties, could have been avoided if there had been, at the right time, the word of wisdom. If there is at any time the word of wisdom it ought to be heeded. The same Spirit operates other features also, but the first feature mentioned is the word of wisdom. 

James helps us in this; because he tells us in James 1: 4, “Let endurance have its perfect work, that ye may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing”. And then he says, “But if any one of you lack wisdom”—as much as to say that the most likely thing to be lacking is wisdom. That is true of us individually, and it is often true of us locally. Divine principles are known; righteousness is followed usually, but the most likely thing to be lacking is wisdom. 

He says, “If any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not”. There is abundance of wisdom available to us, in Christ, from God. Wisdom is resource in any given situation. Wisdom has been often spoken of as the handmaid of love, and as the form love takes. Family feelings can be fostered by the operation of wisdom. It belongs to the family. In James 3: 17, he tells us, “The wisdom from above first is pure”. We need to be pure to look for wisdom; we need purity of motive, love out of a pure heart. 

That is all I have to say, but I can see, in our own city, and in other cities, how many difficulties could be avoided by wisdom. How many difficulties could be settled in a few hours by the operation of wisdom. Some may say, ‘We are right’. Others may say, ‘We are right’. Maybe they are in some way, but where is wisdom? Where is the wisdom? May the Lord help us to realize the need for wisdom, and to draw upon the Lord for wisdom whenever needed in any situation, for God’s glory. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Plainfield
16 December 1980 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 4:7 (JND) [7] The beginning of wisdom [is], Get wisdom; and with all thy getting get intelligence.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

1 Corinthians 12:7-9 (JND) [7] But to each the manifestation of the Spirit is given for profit. [8] For to one, by the Spirit, is given [the] word of wisdom; and to another [the] word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit; [9] and to a different one faith, in [the power of] the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healing in [the power of] the same Spirit;

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

Proverbs 4 (JND) [1] Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know intelligence; [2] for I give you good doctrine: forsake ye not my law. [3] For I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother. …

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

James 1:4 (JND) [4] But let endurance have [its] perfect work, that ye may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

James 3:17 (JND) [17] But the wisdom from above first is pure, then peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits, unquestioning, unfeigned.



“STRENGTHENED WITH POWER”

E. C. Burr 

Ephesians 3: 13–21 

I suppose that these verses are among the most familiar in the Scriptures to us. They are perhaps among those the most quoted, the most used, in the service of God, indicating the high level of the truth which has been recovered to us. I believe the Lord would speak to us on a high level this afternoon. He would desire to do that. It is not that He does not come down to the level of our circumstances and feelings—how blessed it is that He does that—but He would use an occasion like this in order to strengthen us at a high level. It has been remarked that occasions like this are special in that they are not occasions that we have arranged. They come in time not of our arranging—in a sense we would rather they had not had to be arranged—but the Lord has arranged for them and we come together to hear His voice in regard to what He has arranged. 

While most of the verses I have read are frequently quoted, they are rarely read in the context of verse 13, that is, “I beseech you not to faint through my tribulations for you, which is your glory”. It is in that connection that Paul speaks about being strengthened with power by the Father’s Spirit. Paul here feels he needs to comfort and establish the beloved saints at Ephesus, because he has spoken to them of being prisoner of Christ Jesus for the nations and it seems that, lest they should be cast down on his account, he says, “I beseech you not to faint through my tribulations for you, which is your glory”. I believe that if Paul would not have us faint on account of his tribulations, he would not have us faint on account of our own. What tribulation is there like death?—the tribulation which, unless the Lord comes, all of us have to face, and which some of us, many of us, have had to face already. But Paul would have us not faint through tribulation. Indeed he says here, 

“my tribulations ... which is your glory”; elsewhere he says, “We … boast in tribulations”, Romans 5: 3. 

Now Paul goes on to say, “For this reason ...”, that is to say, ‘Because you might faint’. I know there is another reason, a reason on the level of “Who is sufficient for these things?”, but “for this reason”, lest we should faint, Paul bows his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. How many knees have been bowed to the Father on account of our brethren, our beloved brother in particular, and the rest of our beloved brethren directly affected today? But what Paul seeks, lest they faint, is that they might be strengthened by the Father’s Spirit in the inner man, and, beloved brethren, one would say to our beloved brother and his family, and to us all, that what the Father would do when there is a danger of our fainting is to strengthen us by His Spirit in the inner man. And He would do this, as Paul goes on to say, “according to the riches of his glory”; not on any level of paucity or weakness, but according to the riches of the Father’s glory. How great, how vast they are! The strengthening is according to them. 

Then, “that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts”. Beloved, may it be so. May it be so for our beloved brethren and sisters, and indeed with us all, that there is a fresh experience of the Christ dwelling in our hearts through faith, and our freshly experiencing what it is to be rooted and founded in love. 

Where are our foundations if they are not in love? We may say that our foundations are in Christ 

and in His work and known in the Spirit, but we have a foundation together in love. We are knit together in love and we are rooted and founded in love and then we are “able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height”, lifting us out of the dimensions of the sphere in which we are, which is characterized by death and, we might say, by its narrowness—the narrowness of death—but lifting us into the sphere of breadth and length and depth and height. And then, to crown it, “to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”. Could you help being strengthened if you were feeling faint? Even the reading of the scripture would make you feel that the Father was strengthening you by His Spirit in the inner man. Beloved, let us not faint! 

Paul, I think, knew what it was to faint. You can tell that by 2 Corinthians 4 because he says, 

“We faint not” (verse 1), as if he had known what it was to faint; but the Father strengthens us in order that we might not faint. Beloved, may our beloved brethren and our sisters find this strengthening of the Father’s Spirit today, so that the heart goes up to God, “to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”. How much there is to think about when one is bereaved; how much there is to ask about—direction, comfort, consolation, support. But there is One who is able to do far exceedingly above what our minds may reach to, even in relation to our own need. 

Paul then brings them into the sphere of “glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages”. Well, our generation may not be here for very much longer, but the Father is able to strengthen every generation. One says this to the beloved young brethren, to the beloved children; the Father’s, Spirit 

is able to strengthen even you. But “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages”. 

Beloved, what a system it is! what an undying, system! a system where there is no mortality, no corruptibility, where nothing perishes. The Father’s Spirit strengthens us in relation to that sphere. If I may encourage our beloved brother and his family, an occasion like this is a time of resource and not of fainting—not that one thinks our beloved brethren faint—but there is a tendency to faint. The Father’s Spirit is a great resource above it all and there is the love of Christ and the love of the saints and the God who will be served eternally. Well, beloved, may we be strengthened today, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 3:13-21 (JND) [13] Wherefore I beseech [you] not to faint through my tribulations for you, which is your glory. [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Romans 5:3 (JND) [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance;

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …



STRENGTH RENEWED

F. C. Mutton 

Isaiah 40: 1, 27–31 

The matter of divine comfort has been before us, beloved. What a wonderful thing is the power and tenderness and resource of divine comfort. “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God”—we are His people, His treasured possession bought at such a cost, redeemed. At a time like this divine comfort comes to us, as it has already come in the prophetic word, the Father looking upon us and knowing every feeling and pressure and dispensing through His word His effective resources that we might be comforted with divine comfort. 

I believe the latter part of this chapter links with what has just been before us. It brings before us in a most affecting and powerful way the truth as to our God, “the everlasting God. Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth”. He “fainteth not nor tireth”. That is our God. That is what He is in Himself and that which, by His Spirit, He would impart to us, because these glorious statements as to our God are brought forward to impress upon us that all that He is is available to us to draw upon in the hour of our need and the hour of testing. 

“There is no searching of his understanding” what a comforting statement that is, dear brethren. He understands. There are experiences through which our beloved brethren are going which no other can fully enter into or understand, deep as our affections and compassions are, but there is no searching of His understanding. How precious that is! He is our Father, who draws so near to us in the fulness of His understanding, but there is also His power to communicate what He is Himself to us in the circumstances in which we are. 

So it adds “He giveth power to the faint; and to him that hath no might he increaseth strength”. Our brother has referred to Paul’s experiences, experiences of extremity and of weakness, of being in situations to which there seemed to be no apparent issue. “He giveth power to the faint; and to him that hath no might he increaseth strength”—dear brethren, there are times in which it is good for us to feel our weakness, to feel the frailty of what we are, the frailty of these vessels in which we are. What an advantage there is in utter dependence and, no doubt, as Paul found, we are at times weakened in order that we might experience, and be available to experience, the grace of Christ and the strengthening of divine power. Such an experience may come to us even when we are young. There are beloved young people 

directly affected by the sorrow that is upon us all. It says, “Even the youths shall faint and shall tire, and the young men shall stumble and fall”. How real these experiences are, but they are divinely timed, divinely ordered, so that, maybe when young, we might apprehend in a way that may stand us in good stead so long as the Lord leaves us here, that our resources of strength are outside of ourselves in God and in Christ and in the Holy Spirit. 

And so it says, “But they that wait upon Jehovah shall renew their strength”. We pray that this may be the experience of our beloved brethren at a time of such pressure and the weakening effect this has upon us. May they renew their strength and prove that in a new phase of life and experience fresh resources of strength are available, as the hymn says, (verse 8 of Hymn 76). May we all be going forward experiencing the power and resource available for those that wait on Jehovah day by day and draw upon His fresh daily provision. 

Then we have what would powerfully relate to our brother’s word—“They shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not tire; they shall walk, and not faint”. Thus we are maintained in every sphere; maintained firstly in relation to the highest things, the glorious truth opened up in Ephesians, the service of God, and all that is for His own pleasure, renewed in strength to mount up in relation to them, but strengthened too for our responsible paths which we must resume and continue—“They shall run, and not tire; they shall walk, and not faint”, and this is surely our desire for our beloved and honoured brother. We think of his long course; may it be continued now with a fresh experience of divine strengthening and power and encouragement—strength renewed, mounting up with wings, as eagles. Oh the greatness of 

these resources! May we experience them very powerfully, beloved brethren, for His glory. 

Amen. 

Words at burial of Mrs. J. A. McKay, Sunbury, at Richmond
29 October 1980 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 40:1-31 (JND) [1] Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. [2] Speak to the heart of Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her time of suffering is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath received of Jehovah's hand double for all her sins. [3] The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare ye the way of Jehovah, make straight in the desert a highway for our God! [4] Every valley shall be raised up, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places a plain. [5] And the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see [it] together: for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken. [6] A voice saith, Cry. And he saith, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the comeliness thereof as the flower of the field. [7] The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, for the breath of Jehovah bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. [8] The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the word of our God abideth for ever. [9] O Zion, that bringest glad tidings, get thee up into a high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest glad tidings, lift up thy voice with strength: lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! [10] Behold, the Lord Jehovah will come with might, and his arm shall rule for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompence before him. [11] He will feed his flock like a shepherd: he will gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom; he will gently lead those that give suck. [12] Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out the heavens with [his] span, and grasped the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in a balance, and the hills in scales? …



THE ROYAL LINE

A. McKay 

Joshua 2: 1, 6–10 (to ‘Egypt’), 15–21 

We were speaking this afternoon about one who was brought into the royal line. Ruth, who Scripture tells us, was the mother of Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of David. Rahab is another woman who is brought into the royal line. It is a long line and it is continuing. There is room for you and there is room for me in it. It may involve a little exercise, secret exercise. 

The key to this chapter seems to be what is secret. We do not know too much about it, because being what we are we always like some kind of publicity. We like brethren to know what we are doing. And it is all right too in one way for the brethren to know what we are doing. We may sometimes do things which we would not like the brethren to know about, especially when we are younger, and maybe when we are older. But the Lord knows anyway, and it is the Lord’s assessment which we really should be interested in. 

This woman, we are told, had a house upon the wall, and there was a window in that house. So if she liked she could go out and have her part in Jericho, or she could have a view out of this window. Apparently there was a mountain somewhere. and this mountain was safe. Every believer has a window like this. Do we really take advantage of it? Do we care for this view, or would we rather dabble a little in Jericho? It is very evident that she had had her fill of Jericho and it had not satisfied her, because she was looking for something else. What are you looking for? Young ones are usually very interested in their careers and it is right to be diligent when we think along these lines. But then there is something else, and when you get older you begin to see that what maybe looked very attractive in the distance, when you get nearer does not hold the same attraction because it belongs to the scene where Christ is rejected. Wherever you go and whatever you touch, you find that the shadow of the cross lies over it. 

There was one man who could say, “Far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”, Galatians 6: 14. 

We may get the first part but not be too keen on the second part, but I think this woman anyway had arrived at it that Jericho was no place for her and she was no person for Jericho. 

What would have happened if they had found out? They would have killed her. She was a spy. She had no allegiance to the king of Jericho. I do not know if too many of us could speak like that. Abraham had to leave his country and his kindred and his father’s house before he was any use. He quickly came to where he saw two things and he was given a choice. He saw Bethel on the one hand and Ai on the other (see Genesis 12: 8). I understand that Ai means ‘a heap’ or ‘a heap of ruins’. Bethel, as we know, is the house of God. We have to develop and distinguish. We find in Abraham a developed man. When we come to the book of Hebrews we are told all about Abraham. But it also speaks there of food. It says, “solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil”, Hebrews 5: 14. Abraham was developing in manhood. So he knew that if there was a heap, that was not God’s thought. 

It may be your thought, and I may be content with it, but when we come to God we must think on the lines of formation. Bethel implies divine formation and Abraham identifies himself with that. He maybe moved a little to the right or left later on, but he is brought back. 

If you once get hold of the divine intent, you may deviate from it but you will come back to it. 

Rahab gets a look out of this window. There is a mountain, and she knows it is a safe place. This is a secret mission. How did she know these spies? It distinctly says that the two spies were sent out secretly, but she knew. Scripture does not tell us, but there must have been communication of some kind somewhere. It is up to you, dear young brother or sister, to lay yourself open for divine communications. I do not think Samuel was very old in 1 Samuel 3. He was not able to distinguish to begin with, that is true, but after a first or a second time someone will help you to distinguish. Then you will have these divine communications; that is, you will be brought into the divine secret. The divine secret must involve your links with Christ and the place God has given Him, and the place God has in mind for you in relation to Him. 

So Rahab takes the men up to the roof where she has flax. She covers them with it. She is in the secret and she wants to keep that secret. It must be kept from Jericho. There will be failure if Jericho is brought into this secret. So she must cover these men who had the secret. 

Do you realize what it is when you are brought into the presence of the divine mind? It is a wonderful secret. Do we really understand the fulness of what is involved when we look at the emblems on Lord’s day morning, the wonderful unfolding of the divine mind, the love of the Lord Jesus for the assembly, involving God’s love also? Think of the divine expenditure, think of the cost, and think of the result—what there will be in glory in a day to come in myriads of blood-bought saints, including Old Testament saints. The many families all stand in relation to that glorious Man who was here unrecognised. In John 4 He sat, “wearied with the way he had come”, at the well. He was waiting for one woman who was just like this woman Rahab. She went back into the city and she upset the whole city. She, in effect, took the town. It fell down flat; the men of the city came out to Jesus. If you are brought into the divine secret, there is no telling what the results may be in eternity on account of what the Lord may do with you. 

Rahab little thought when she was covering these men with stalks of flax that some day she would be in the royal line. She did not know. That was not her outlook. So we simply want to go on quietly and in our places fill out our part according to the divine direction. David had a list of mighty men and there are two very interesting ones in that list. I am not speaking only of Uriah. He was a man in a class by himself. I am also speaking of Joab’s armour-bearer. 

Joab is not there but Joab’s armour-bearer is (see 2 Samuel 23: 37). Why would he be in that list? I think he had a very difficult job. Joab would be a very difficult man to serve, but he was serving that man as if he was serving the Lord and I think that is why he was distinguished. He filled out his service to a difficult man, but he took his commission as from the Lord. We may not always have been right, but if we did it with a right objective, the Lord can put His own assessment, whatever it is, on it. 

So Rahab can go right back in history to the Red Sea—“We have heard that Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red sea before you”. There are different expressions used about the waters of the Red Sea, but I think when this expression “dried up” is used it means ‘annulled’. The Lord annulled death; there is no trace of it left. Rahab knows. Why? Because something in her own history had run parallel with this. Your history and mine, what does it mean? Does it mean anything like the history of this woman? Apparently, by her label, she is not much, although it may mean that she simply, at one time at least, had been consecrated to some heathen deity, but there was no satisfaction in that for her. She wanted a link with a living God. She says, “Jehovah your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath” (Joshua 2: 11). Certain persons are given impressions which form them. We sometimes get wrong impressions and we may take character from that, but I think the Lord would give us to be with Him so that we might get right impressions. Jonah had wrong impressions, but he came to it that God was “the God of the heavens, who hath made the sea and the dry land”, Jonah 1: 9. The Lord knows your circumstances and whatever circumstances we are in we can get an impression which will make us superior to them. 

Rahab wants to be preserved. She knows that Jericho is going to come down. This world is going to come down. In Revelation it says, “Great Babylon has fallen” (Revelation 18: 2), not ‘will fall’, but “has fallen”. When the Lord said, “It is finished” (John 19: 30), that was anticipative. The ground was cleared for the carrying through of the divine plan; everything that is not of Him and for His glory will have to go. So Rahab lets them down by a cord through the window. 

I would like to say a word as to this cord. It is mentioned three times and in three different ways. It is “a cord”, then a “line of scarlet thread “, then “the scarlet line”. Essentially it was strong. Rahab was not indefinite and weak. She was a stable person. What she has to offer in the way of support is strong, strong enough to hold a man anyway. The “line of scarlet thread” would no doubt relate to the flax with which she covered the men. It also relates to their safety. It is a way of escape. She points out the mountain to them and she brings in three days, so she knows what she is talking about. We cannot help anybody if we have not been through something of it ourselves. So she knows something about the three days. That involves, in its meaning, the three days the Lord Jesus lay in death. What it meant for the Father that the Lord Jesus lay in death; what it means for you and for me. “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and ... was buried”, 1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4. So she did not want to carry too much of this ‘Rahab’ along with her. Typically she knows something about Christ dying for her sins and being buried and being “raised the third day, according to the scriptures”. The third day is important. In Genesis on the third day the dry land appeared (Genesis 1: 9). It is a wonderful thing to get on to dry land. 

She points to the mountain. You are safe if you get to the mountain and remain there three days. Go through soul exercise and you will find that Jericho will have no influence with you; the powers of Jericho will not be able to deal with you. Can we speak like that? She is one thread and the spies would be other two, but it needs a lot more threads to make up a line, and when you are woven tightly together you merge your identity. So if we want to be in the royal line, we want to merge our identities. You would not be able to identify these threads, not for any length of time. You may not see them, but you know they are there. They give body. Some are inside, unseen. Would you not like to be in this royal line, something that will give the testimony some body? It not only related to their safety; it related to her safety, and the safety of the whole of her father’s house. We are not told about any exercise they had. We are not told whether they were concerned about the state of things in Jericho or whether they were exercised about hindering the people from getting into the enjoyment of the land. That is what Jericho was doing. It was hindering God’s people from getting into their inheritance. We are not told of any of them being concerned about that, but the point is that if you get into the line you will provide a safe place for others who may not be so exercised. 

Many of us are where we are because persons have been exercised about themselves and about us. It is up to you now to be exercised so that you might be brought into this long line. We know that the scarlet connects with Matthew and we find not only that Ruth is there, but that Rahab is there (see Matthew 1: 5). And it is the city of the great King (see Matthew 5: 35). Then the Lord says, “Behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matthew 28: 20. That is that we might be equipped and conscious that we have the Lord’s service and support as we would seek to stand for Him in a scene that has the features of Jericho. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
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Scripture references

Joshua 2:1-10 (JND) [1] And Joshua the son of Nun sent from Shittim two spies secretly, saying, Go, see the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into a harlot's house, named Rahab, and they lay down there. [2] And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, men have come hither to-night from the children of Israel to search out the land. [3] And the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that have come to thee, who have come into thy house: for they have come to search out all the land. [4] And the woman had taken and concealed the two men; and she said, Yes, the men did come unto me, but I knew not whence they were; [5] and it came to pass when the gate had to be closed, at dark, that the men went out: I know not whither the men have gone. Pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. [6] But she had taken them up to the roof, and secreted them under the stalks of flax, which she had laid out on the roof. [7] And the men pursued after them the way to the Jordan, to the fords; and when they who pursued after them had gone out, they closed the gate. [8] And before they had lain down, she went up to them upon the roof; [9] and said to the men, I know that Jehovah has given you the land, and that the dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. [10] For we have heard that Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red sea before you when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and to Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Genesis 12:8 (JND) [8] And he removed thence towards the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, [having] Bethel toward the west, and Ai toward the east; and there he built an altar to Jehovah, and called on the name of Jehovah.

Hebrews 5:14 (JND) [14] but solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil.

1 Samuel 3 (JND) [1] And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. And the word of Jehovah was rare in those days; a vision was not frequent. [2] And it came to pass at that time, when Eli lay in his place (now his eyes began to grow dim, he could not see), [3] and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the ark of God was, …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

2 Samuel 23:37 (JND) [37] Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, the armour-bearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah,

Joshua 2:11 (JND) [11] We heard [of it], and our heart melted, and there remained no more spirit in any man because of you; for Jehovah your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.

Jonah 1:9 (JND) [9] And he said unto them, I am a Hebrew, and I fear Jehovah, the God of the heavens, who hath made the sea and the dry [land].

Revelation 18:2 (JND) [2] And he cried with a strong voice, saying, Great Babylon has fallen, has fallen, and has become the habitation of demons, and a hold of every unclean spirit, and a hold of every unclean and hated bird;

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures;

Genesis 1:9 (JND) [9] And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together to one place, and let the dry [land] appear. And it was so.

Matthew 1:5 (JND) [5] and Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse,

Matthew 5:35 (JND) [35] nor by the earth, because it is [the] footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, because it is [the] city of the great King.

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.



MUSINGS

OVERCOMING DESPONDENCY There are probably times with every believer, including those who desire to serve the Lord, when, due to difficult circumstances, isolation, or apparent lack of results—though there has been prayer and labour—a little despondency comes in. It is then that mettle is called for. Can we continue in faithful committal, leaving the results with God? At such times we need to make way for the Holy Spirit’s strengthening. 

He would produce in us some correspondence with the spirit of Jesus seen in Isaiah 49: 4—“I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God” (the original word used for ‘work’ 

means ‘exhausting labour’). 

What it must have meant to Paul, in prison in Rome, awaiting his trial, to know that all in Asia had turned away from him (2 Timothy 1: 15). But was he giving up? No, he was continuing to the end in the confidence that “The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work, and shall preserve me for his heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory for the ages of ages. Amen” (2 Timothy 4: 18). So Paul, valiant warrior and faithful servant, continued and strengthened his beloved child Timothy to pursue steadfastly in the steps of his spiritual father, reminding him that “God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion” (2 Timothy 1: 7). 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 49:4 (JND) [4] And I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

2 Timothy 4:18 (JND) [18] The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work, and shall preserve [me] for his heavenly kingdom; to whom [be] glory for the ages of ages. Amen.

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.



EXTRACTS

He (Paul) was a man “poor in spirit”, who said of a truth that he counted himself “less than the least of all saints”. I know of nothing more testing, nothing more exacting, than to measure oneself honestly thus. It was no poetic utterance of Paul’s; no frenzy of excitement; it was a sober, considered judgment ... With what dignity he must have clothed the saints! 

How great they were before his eyes! What an entire effacement of self it shows! He was a man who had seen Christ, and who could say of himself that he was crucified with Christ. He had seen such a display of himself in the crucifixion of Christ, that he was glad to disappear in that crucifixion. 

A. M. Hayward (‘The Laws of the Kingdom’, p.2) 

If one has faith, one sees a great deal to be done in every direction. Needs abound. Somebody has to do things. Are you thinking about that? Or are you just leaving it with those who are active for the moment? One does not know how long one is to be left here, but if one is to be taken, how glad one is, if someone is left to carry on the work. There is plenty of work to be done. Have you any exercise about it? 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 7, p.182) 

Habitual faithfulness in judging the flesh in little things is the secret of not falling. 

J. N. Darby (‘Collected Wrtgs.’ N.S. Vol. 17, p.349) 
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