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A PERSONAL TRANSACTION WITH JESUS


Isaiah 42:1-4;  Acts 9:1-6;  Luke 10:25-35;  

Luke 8:42 (from “And as”) -48

The gospel involves a personal transaction with Jesus.  That means that you have to do with the Lord Jesus Christ directly and personally, on your own.  No one can be saved unless they have to do with Jesus personally.  No one can have any living part in Christianity unless they have had to do with Jesus personally.  We have sung about the love of Jesus.  We know there are many different names in this world, but through the gospel, we come to know Jesus as Lord.  We begin with the name Jesus; that itself is a personal name, it is personal to Him.  The angel said in the beginning of Matthew’s gospel, “thou shalt call his name Jesus”, Matt.1:21.  It is personal to those of us who believe, for it says not only “thou shalt call his name Jesus” but, “for he shall save his people from their sins”.  Is that not wonderful?  How much the name of Jesus means to the saved sinner!  There is no other name like it.

Apart from the first scripture we read, the other scriptures all refer to individuals who had to do with Jesus personally – Saul on the road to Damascus, the parable of the man on the road to Jericho, and then the woman with the flux of blood.  We did not read from John’s gospel, but John, perhaps more than any other writer, uses individuals as examples to bring out the truth.  We could have read of the man in John 9; he speaks of “A man called Jesus” (v.11).  I wonder if you will go away from the preaching tonight and be able to say in the faith of your heart that you have had to do with a “man called Jesus”.  That would be wonderful.  He is the only One who can help you, the only One who can save you.  We have just come from the open air preaching and I noticed that when a brother went forward to hand out tracts, one lady put her hand up and said, ‘No thanks’.  What a solemn thing it was, that she chose to say ‘No thanks’ to Jesus.  She chose, at that moment, to refuse that tract and to pass on.  She chose to say ‘No thanks’ to the One we read of in Isaiah 42, where God is saying, “Behold my servant whom I uphold”.  What a solemn matter that is.  

It reminded me of a time when I witnessed a dear lady, who I had seen before supporting her husband as he preached in the street in St Andrews, and she was handing out tracts to a large crowd.  I have never seen so many tracts thrown away on the ground.  What a scene it was.  We read of the crowd thronging in one of our scriptures; there was a crowd thronging there and there were tracts lying all over the ground.  It caused me to think of Hymn 24, where it says in relation to the Lord Jesus, 

‘Through weakness and defeat

   He won the mead and crown;

Trod all our foes beneath his feet,

   In being trodden down’.

Most of the people that I saw at that time seemed to be rejecting the word.  I trust, dear friend, that that is not you tonight.  I trust that the name of Jesus finds a lodging place in your heart.  It causes me to remember again the story of a man who received a tract; he ripped it up, threw it on the ground and he went on his way.  You might say he was a ‘Christ rejecter’.  There is no way that you are going to be saved for heaven, saved from hell, if you remain a ‘Christ rejecter’.  But when that man went to bed that night, out of the turn-up in his trousers fell a piece of paper from the torn up tract with just these two words, ‘Jesus saves’.  The man was converted.  You might say, the Lord Jesus followed that man home.  What a time it is, when the Lord Jesus is available and available as a Saviour!  

We are in that time now; it has been a prolonged period of grace.  Jesus is the One whom we read of in Isaiah 42; “Behold my servant whom I uphold”.  There is no other.  There is no other name under heaven whereby we must be saved.  There is only one Person that God has put forward as a Saviour; the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is an Old Testament scripture, but in the New Testament it tells us, that “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2:36.  The One that God would proclaim tonight as a Saviour is the One who has authority as Lord.  The title Lord involves authority and the title Christ involves blessing.  That is the character of the authority of heaven tonight; the Lord is demonstrating His authority in His ability to bless.  And it begins, dear friend, by you coming to know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour.  It says, “mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!  I will put my Spirit upon him”.  Think of the compassions of God coming into the glad tidings so that God might be known as a Saviour God, that you might come to know the Lord Jesus as your own personal Saviour.  And then it says, “He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street”.  I have not looked too much into the interpretation of this scripture.  No doubt it has a prophetic interpretation.  I would suggest the fact that it says “He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street” is in relation to judgment and awaits the time when the Lord Jesus will sit in judgment.  That will be a time when He will take up his own throne, although not tonight.  But it also has a current application. Currently, the Lord Jesus is sharing the Father’s throne; it is a time of grace.  The voice in that sense is not heard

Then it says, “A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench”.  How blessed that is.  Perhaps there is someone here tonight who is a bruised reed.  I have heard it suggested that this refers to a little instrument that was made from a reed by people when they were working in the fields, so that they could play some music while they were working.  If such a reed was bruised, it was usually just thrown away and another made, but the Lord does not do that.  Perhaps you are a bruised reed.  The man that we read of in Luke 10 was a bruised reed.  Think of what became of him; what grace the Lord showed towards that man.  “A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench.”  Perhaps we will consider that when we come to the woman that we read of who had a flux of blood, and how the Lord was able to come in and cure her.  Then “he shall bring forth judgment according to truth”, and it goes on to say at the end of the section where we read, “and the isles shall wait for his law”.  I suppose that is also a reference, in one sense, to the present time.  The isles would involve what has come out from God in the gospel to the nations, to the Gentiles, beyond the immediate vicinity of Israel as those who were God’s chosen people in the Old Testament; “the isles shall wait for his law”. 

In Acts 9, we have Saul.  There was no one who was a greater opposer of Christ than Saul.  Saul was on the road to Damascus, and you will notice that he was stopped on his journey.  If you have to do with Jesus personally, you will find that He will stop you in the path you are on.  A wonderful transaction took place.  It says “But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven”.  How wonderful that is!  That is what the gospel involves tonight; it is divine light out of heaven.  You may ask about what is involved in having to do with Jesus personally.  It must involve divine light coming into your heart.  Divine light does two things; it both exposes what we are and who we are, but it also attracts.  How wonderful divine light is.  You see that in Luke 5 when Peter first came to know the Lord; he said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord” (v.8).  He was asking the Lord to depart, but Peter was not going anywhere; he was on his knees.  Such was the light that not only exposed Peter but attracted him to the Lord.  Divine light will never push you away, it will never cast you away.  And here divine light came in and shone on Paul; “and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?”.  This is personal to Saul; he was an elect vessel, but if you come to know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, you must have a personal transaction with Him.  Saul was converted.  You need to be converted.  Saul, as Paul, later wrote, “Faithful is the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 Tim.1:15.  “Faithful is the word.”  The Lord’s word comes to us in its faithfulness.  The woman in John 4 would be an example of the word being faithful.  The Lord said to her, “Go, call thy husband” (v.16).  It brought to light a moral condition, and then blessing was brought in.  The gospel involves that; we speak about knowing Jesus, and coming to know Jesus as Saviour but it must involve what is moral.  That is, it must involve your conviction of sin and that you are a sinner, and it must involve repentance.  It must involve that you have an appreciation that you have sinned before God and you have an appreciation that Jesus has taken upon Himself the liability of your sins.  Peter brings in a personal touch when he says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  To know Jesus personally, you have to come to know Him as the One who bore your sins.  We have been taught that He died for all – that is what is available in the gospel towards all men.  But to have to do with Jesus personally means that you have to come to appreciate that He bore your sins in His body on the tree.  You have to come for yourself under the shelter of His precious blood.

All these things were condensed into Saul’s experience.  The word is “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?  And he said, Who art thou, Lord?  And he said, I am Jesus”.  There was Paul’s personal transaction.  It was wonderful because it had been initiated from heaven.  We could say that tonight.  The gospel is a wonderful matter, because in the gospel Jesus is passing by.  You say, He is not here physically.  Of course He is not, but the fact is that the word is being preached, and the word of God is here, the Spirit is here, the saints are here.  The whole atmosphere in this room is one of forgiveness.  You might say, Jesus is passing by.  The scripture says, “The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach”, Rom.10:8.  How closely the word is coming to you, dear friend.  What a terrible thing it would be to do as that woman did and to raise your hand and say ‘No thanks’.  I trust that she will come to know the Lord as her Saviour, but the reality is that, if she does not, that action of hers will haunt her for all of a lost eternity, because the word came so near to her to know Jesus as her Saviour and she may have rejected it.  But another thing that can be said tonight – God is not condemning the sinner.  That is wonderful.  It does not matter how desperate your sin is; tonight, God is not condemning you.  He is not condemning you because He is satisfied with the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Such is the immensity of His work; such is the perfection of His work and the preciousness of His blood to God.  So tonight, God can look at the sinner and there is no judgment.  He wants you to repent and come to know Him as a Saviour God.  At the great white throne, those who are still in their sins will be dealt with, and what will be before God, and before men appearing there, will be the fact that they have rejected the opportunity to come to know the Lord as their Saviour.  What a matter to rest on your conscience.  I trust that there is no one here who will be there!

These verses in Luke 10 are well known to us.  If Saul was an example of someone who had to do with Jesus personally, who came to know the Lord Jesus as his Saviour, then the man in the parable in Luke 10 may be like someone who is already a believer.  The man who the Lord speaks of in this parable descended from Jerusalem to Jericho.  Perhaps he represents one who knows eternal salvation, who is saved for eternity but is leaving the area of practical salvation.  Once we are saved, we are saved for time and eternity; that is eternal salvation.  There is no need to be converted twice, but we may need to be revived in our links with the Lord as our Saviour.  So this man was leaving the area of practical salvation; Jerusalem in this parable would speak of that.  “A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state”.  Perhaps there is someone like that here tonight – in a half-dead state.  It may be obvious if you are, in your body language and your lack of responsiveness, but perhaps it is not so obvious.  Perhaps you are able to keep up an outward appearance, but in your affections you have fallen into this condition of a half-dead state.  And then it says, “And a certain priest happened to go down that way, and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side”.  There is nothing personal about that, passing on on the opposite side.  The priest would speak of what is merely religious, and you find that cannot help you.  Then another person came along; “and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot, came and looked at him and passed on on the opposite side”.  Perhaps it refers to what is formal; the Levite might represent what is formal, what is outward, what is official, but he was unable to help.  It says he “came and looked at him and passed on on the opposite side”. 

But then, “a certain Samaritan journeying came to him”.  This was not haphazard.  It is confirmation that, in the gospel, the Lord Jesus is passing by.  It is no haphazard matter if you have to do with Jesus.  It says, “seeing him, was moved with compassion, and came up to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine”.  What an experience to have.  The oil would soothe, and the Lord can do that.  The One that we know as Jesus, the One that we know as Lord, He can bring in the resources.  We referred to the One who has been made both Lord and Christ; He can bring in these resources.  The oil would soothe the conscience and the wine is for the heart.  The Lord has these resources.  Think of him pouring in oil and pouring in wine, taking care of our consciences through the glad tidings and taking care of our hearts, bringing before us both the oil and the wine, both His work and His person.  And then he “put him on his own beast, took him to the inn and took care of him.  And on the morrow as he left, taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, I will render to thee on my coming back”.  One application of the two denarii would be the gift of the Holy Spirit.  We could say, carefully and reverently, that the first denarii was like when the Lord was here, and then He said ‘I will send you another Comforter’ (John 15:26).  So there are the two denarii.  In the gospel, not only can you know the Lord as your Saviour, but the gift of the Spirit is available, a wonderful, unspeakable free gift.  I can say for myself, how lacking in appreciation I am of such a wonderful gift.  The Spirit would maintain in us the blessedness of having our sins forgiven and would shed abroad in our hearts the love of God.  He would help us to enter into relationships with divine Persons, with the Lord Himself as One who is out of death, risen and ascended.  The Spirit too would give us to know what it is to have a relationship with God, to know God as our Father.  Think of all that is available through the Holy Spirit, this wonderful resource that is here on earth and to be enjoyed in a certain area.  It says of the denarii that he “gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him”.  

In Luke 8, we have this woman who perhaps represents someone who was already a believer.  Saul was an unbeliever who came to know Jesus as his Saviour.  The man in Luke 10 was like someone who was already a believer, but decided that he wanted to go down to the world, and fell into a half-dead state.  But then he in principle came to know the resources that are in the Lord Jesus, and the strength and the help and the power that are available through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  He came back into an area of salvation which the inn would speak of.  Here we have someone who typifies the believer who is not minded to go off into the world, as the man in Luke 10 was.  She speaks of someone who already knows what it is for her sins to be forgiven, but we might say she struggled with the matter of sin and sinful flesh.  I think that is what the flux of blood represents.  It has been linked to Romans 7, with all these references to “I”.  It has been said that Romans 7 needs to be the experience of every Christian, but it is not normal Christian experience to be occupied with yourself.  This woman had this flux of blood for twelve years, “who, having spent all her living on physicians, could not be cured by any one”.  The Lord was again passing through the place where she was.  The Lord would make Himself accessible.  This woman must have made an effort to get near to Jesus, and what a reward she got.  I would say, dear friend, what a reward you get if you seek Him out, whatever exercise you have.  Maybe you have had the same thing which keeps coming back, like this flux of blood for twelve years.  Maybe it is something that keeps coming into your mind, or that keeps troubling your heart.  Maybe it is something specific in your own life, in your own history, or maybe it is linked to what we might call moral teaching.  Perhaps it is linked to Romans 7; you are going through what we call these moral exercises.  The answer has to be to get to Jesus, and this woman knew that.  Perhaps she used all the strength that she had left, but she was going to use it for one thing and one thing only, and that was to get to Jesus.  She “could not be cured by any one, coming up behind, touched the hem of his garment, and immediately her flux of blood stopped”. 

It is similar to what Paul says, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”, Rom.7:25.  Deliverance comes in, he was set free and then the whole of Romans 8 opens up.  “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus” (v1), then there are those who “are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (v.14).  Then it speaks about the Spirit who “bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God” (v.16).  All these wonderful things will open up as the flux of blood stops.  But then, “Jesus said, Who has touched me?  But all denying, Peter and those with him said, Master, the crowds close thee in and press upon thee, and sayest thou, Who has touched me?”.  I think this is a wonderful verse.  “And Jesus said, Some one has touched me, for I have known that power has gone out from me”.  That is a personal transaction with Jesus; it is initial, but thank God it is not only initial.  That initial experience is a wonderful thing, when you come to know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour.  But if there is one thing that I would desire more of, it would be to know more of what it is to have communion with divine Persons.  That was what this woman had here, a personal transaction with Jesus.  Think of the immensity of what can happen, both in terms of the gospel or in our Christian lives, when Jesus says “Some one has touched me, for I have known that power has gone out from me”.  It is power going out from the Lord Jesus Himself, into the believer.  Christianity involves impartation and it involves revelation.  How much opens up; there is nothing like it.  This woman only touched the hem of His garment, and she had this power which flowed from Christ.  It is not being irreverent to say that power flowed from Christ into her heart.  Is that not wonderful?  And you can know that, in your own measure, but you do not need to limit it.  The only thing that limits it is how much faith we may have and how much room we make for the Spirit to know this power, this personal transaction of power from Christ our Lord into our own hearts.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Linlithgow

27 December 2015

J. Drummond

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 42:1-4 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. [4] He shall not faint nor be in haste, till he have set justice in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

Acts 9:1-6 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Luke 10:25-35 (JND) [25] And behold, a certain lawyer stood up tempting him, and saying, Teacher, having done what, shall I inherit life eternal? [26] And he said to him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? [27] But he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thine understanding; and thy neighbour as thyself. [28] And he said to him, Thou hast answered right: this do and thou shalt live. [29] But he, desirous of justifying himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbour? [30] And Jesus replying said, A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into [the hands of] robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state. [31] And a certain priest happened to go down that way, and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side; [32] and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot, came and looked [at him] and passed on on the opposite side. [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back.

Luke 8:42 (JND) [42] because he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying. And as he went the crowds thronged him.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Isaiah 42 (JND) [1] Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect [in whom] my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations. [2] He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth. …

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Luke 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. …

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Romans 10:8 (JND) [8] But what says it? The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach:

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

John 15:26 (JND) [26] But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes forth from with the Father, *he* shall bear witness concerning me;

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …



EXTRACT – WHAT WE GET IN PRIVATE


We ought to think much of heaven as our present place, not only that we are going there.  The more we accept that we are at the present moment citizens of heaven, the more we shall be characterised by what is heavenly.  Publicly the Lord is rejected.  What marks this section of the gospel is privacy: "having turned to the disciples privately", verse 23.  The Lord said these things privately.  What we get here we cannot get by the preaching or by the ministry of the word; it is a matter of what is personal and private.  The Lord withdrew their hearts into the region of His own joy.  There was a region of unalloyed joy to the Lord, and it formed His praises.  On this occasion we are permitted to hear the Son speaking to the Father – what an immense interest to us!  There is a holy character and sweetness about it that does not attach to anything else.  There is a private scene too in John 17: the Lord is with His loved ones, and He opens His heart freely, and in their presence speaks to His Father.  The trouble is that so many of us live on what is public or on what we hear ministered in the gospel or in teaching, but we do not get revelation that way.  Here we have the region where the Father is acting; we have the activities of the Father and the Son.  There is no other movement of any kind; we are outside the region of evil altogether.  The Father is praised because He has hid these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes, so one would be sorry to be wise and prudent.  There is the direct action of the Father and the Son in personal revelation.  This is a blessed retreat.  Even if we could do works of power there is something far better, the favour of having a personal revelation.

C.A. Coates ‘Outline of Luke’s Gospel’ p.124

 


Scripture references

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



OUR DELIVERER, AND THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED


Jude 3,4  Ecclesiastes 9:13-18

We had reference to this word ‘delivered’ in the prayer meeting last night.  In Scripture, it can mean something that is handed over, and it can also mean liberation or emancipation from some kind of bondage.  It can also imply an element of sacrifice.

Our Lord Jesus was “delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Rom.4:25.  His was the perfect sacrifice.  He went down to the death due to the sinner and, as believing in Him as risen, we are justified.  There was also what He endured as delivered up to men’s will.  It says of Pilate that “he released to them Barabbas; but Jesus, having scourged him, he delivered up that he might be crucified”, Matt.27:26.  That Roman governor delivered the Lord Jesus up to be crucified.  Luke, in his gospel, says poignantly, “And he released him who, for tumult and murder, had been cast into prison, whom they begged for, and Jesus he delivered up to their will”, Luke 23:25.  

Callous hands had seized and bound Him.  Men dared to manhandle the Lord of glory, the One on whom their very breath depended.  He was a prisoner before the high priest but it was He, in holy perfection, who had delivered Himself up of His own accord, giving “his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor”, Ps.78:61.  We have these endearing words: ‘Messiah delivered to Gentiles and cast down, the judge washing his hands of condemning innocence, the priests interceding against the guiltless instead of for the guilty – all dark, without one ray of light even from God’1.  Jesus bore the fierce wrath of God on account of sin at Calvary but at the end of these three awful hours in which He was forsaken by God, He delivered up His spirit in a wonderful act of power.

So He delivered Himself up so that, in consequence of His work, He might become our Deliverer.  1 Thessalonians 1 speaks about “our deliverer from the coming wrath” (v.10).  Wonderful assurance!  But He is also our Deliverer now.  To know Him thus is a landmark reached in a believer’s history.  “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?” is a question posed in Romans 7 (v.24).  When we are young – and perhaps not so young – we are often beset by doubts, dark despair and inner turmoil.  We try to do what is right in our own strength but yet we feel powerless to do so.  What is the answer?  It is in finding the Lord Jesus as our Deliverer and in coming to appreciate that the same blessed Person, who was delivered for our offences, has also wrought to set us free from the law of sin and death and all that pertains to sinful man after the flesh.  So that the apostle Paul goes on to say: “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then I myself with the mind serve God’s law; but with the flesh sin’s law”, Rom.7:24,25.  The believer comes to learn that he is of an entirely new order of man, and that he is in Christ Jesus, where a completely new law begins to operate.  We are now therefore in relationship with Another, our Lord Jesus Christ, who by the Holy Spirit is able to maintain us in life and vitality.  “So that, my brethren, ye also have been made dead to the law”.  How have we been made dead to the law?  It is “by the body of the Christ, to be to another who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God”, Rom.7:4.  How much we owe to the Deliverer!

The scripture in Jude is challenging.  Jude intended to write in his epistle to “the called ones beloved in God the Father and preserved in Christ Jesus” (v.1) about their “common salvation”, but he found he was not able to do that.  Why?  Because “certain men have got in unnoticed”, and he goes on to write about “ungodly persons, turning the grace of our God into dissoluteness, and denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ”.  Those who would deny our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ had infiltrated the Lord’s people and were operating from within against the development of the divine work.  They had come in unnoticed.  It was a subtle incursion, yet such were their actions that they were “turning the grace of our God into dissoluteness”.  They were bringing their own pernicious views to bear, and in doing so, they were turning the grace of our God into dissoluteness.  How awful to so treat the grace of God: “the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men” (Titus 2:11), and yet these persons had the audacity to do such a thing.  Sadly, the history of Christendom reflects such harmful activity.

So Jude was diverted from writing in his epistle about the sweetness of “our common salvation”, and instead he challenged his readers “to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”.  The faith would embrace all that was expressed through the apostles.  What sacrifice was involved in the faith being delivered to the saints.  What sufferings Paul endured as articulated in the Corinthian epistles: straits, stripes, prisons, riots, scourgings, shipwrecks, a night and day in the deep, in perils of rivers and robbers as well as stonings.  Why?  That his contribution to the faith once delivered to the saints should be delivered inviolate.  Affectingly, when he speaks of what he received from the Lord Jesus in relation to the Lord’s supper, Paul says “that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread”, 1 Cor.11:23.  Paul received that revelation from the Lord Jesus glorified, His sufferings forever over.  Why then, we might ask, was there a need to refer to the night in which He was delivered up?  How deeply it would stir Paul’s affections, as surely it should do ours, to be ever reminded of the cost to the Lord Jesus in order that the truth and blessings which “the faith” entails might be delivered to us in all their perfection and glory.

Paul also speaks in 1 Corinthians 15 about another glorious unfolding of “the faith”.  “For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures” (vv.3,4).  How Paul would cherish that wonderful truth about the work of his Lord.  How refreshing and stimulating it is to our affections to be reminded of these precious matters, the reality and immutability of which can never be altered.

Then surely it is a challenge for us “to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”.  It is not done by argument, but really by standing by the truth and contending for the principles, as set out in the Scriptures and as expressed by faithful men over many years.  In 1 Timothy 6:12, it says “Strive earnestly in the good conflict of faith”, and note ‘f’ says ‘Or ‘combat of the faith’’.  That is a very interesting comment, implying that the conflict of faith will involve energy, commitment and sacrifice.  There is a fine illustration of this in 1 Chronicles 11.  There was Eleazar the son of Dodo, one of the three mighty men; it is said of him that he was “with David at Pas-dammim”.  A plot of ground there, full of barley – emblematic of what so preciously pertains to our Lord Jesus as out of death – was under attack by the Philistines.  But it says that “they stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it, and smote the Philistines; and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance” (vv.12-14).  Men attack the person of our Lord Jesus in these days, they deny His resurrection; and seek to challenge the very foundations of Christianity.  But despite the opposition, Eleazar stood resolutely with David, typically standing for the rights of Christ in a day when the most precious truths are under attack.

Ecclesiastes 9 refers to a “little city and few men within it.”  It was outwardly insignificant perhaps, but inwardly valuable to heaven and so giving cause for an enemy, “a great king”, to attack it.  Satan, although he has been vanquished by the Lord Jesus, still wields his influence in this benighted, sin-torn world; and he comes with all his forces against the city “and encompassed it”.  He actually surrounded it, seeking to destroy what was precious in the divine sight.  Was there any hope?  He pressed on all points.  He built great bulwarks, he brought all his weaponry against this city, and what was to be done?  There is a remedy!  There was found in the city a “poor wise man”.  For us, that is the Lord Jesus Christ, “that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”, 2 Cor.8:9.  What wisdom is found in Jesus.  The glory of our day is that “Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God” (1 Cor.1:30) remains, and there is thus wisdom for every exigency to secure our deliverance from the attacks of the enemy.  So by the wisdom of the poor wise man the city was delivered.  What a comfort for the believer in these days that the Lord Jesus has the resource and answer to every difficulty.

Jude emphasises the responsibility on every believer to honour the faith delivered to us at such tremendous cost, but what a joy to be able to rely on Christ, the “poor wise man”, for help in every situation, collective and individual.  Then comes this sad rebuke: “but no man remembered that poor man”.  How worthy He is to be remembered!  Let us always have recourse to Christ and to His holy presence, to draw from Him, the “poor wise man”.  He is available for us, though in glory, no longer poor.  What riches attach to Him now!  Glory has been given Him, and He has “a name, that which is above every name”, Phil.2:9.  Yet the scripture poignantly adds that no man remembered the poor man.  It is as if the writer – Solomon, the preacher – is saying: ‘Cast your mind back to what it cost the Lord Jesus to make these things available to us, to that poor Man who suffered for us at Calvary’, “who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification” (Rom.4:25), that we might find a place of favour for ever in His presence.  We look forward to that day when the enemy’s power shall be for ever ended and when the true King, the King of kings and Lord of lords, will reign supreme.

May we be freshly attracted to Him for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

26 May 2015

J.T. Brown

 


Scripture references

Jude 1:3-4 (JND) [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. [4] For certain men have got in unnoticed, they who of old were marked out beforehand to this sentence, ungodly [persons], turning the grace of our God into dissoluteness, and denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ.

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18 (JND) [13] This also have I seen as wisdom under the sun, and it was great unto me. [14] There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great bulwarks against it: [15] and there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man. [16] Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Matthew 27:26 (JND) [26] Then he released to them Barabbas; but Jesus, having scourged [him], he delivered up that he might be crucified.

Luke 23:25 (JND) [25] And he released him who, for tumult and murder, had been cast into prison, whom they begged for, and Jesus he delivered up to their will.

Psalms 78:61 (JND) [61] And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor;

1 Thessalonians 1 (JND) [1] Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus to the assembly of Thessalonians in God [the] Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to you and peace. [2] We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you at our prayers, [3] remembering unceasingly your work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope, of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father; …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:24-25 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death? [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Titus 2:11 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared,

1 Corinthians 11:23 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread,

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Timothy 6:12 (JND) [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.

1 Chronicles 11 (JND) [1] And all Israel assembled themselves to David to Hebron, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, even when Saul was king, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah thy God said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over my people Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel according to the word of Jehovah through Samuel. …

Ecclesiastes 9 (JND) [1] For all this I laid to my heart and [indeed] to investigate all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God; man knoweth neither love nor hatred: all is before them. [2] All things [come] alike to all: one event to the righteous and to the wicked, to the good, and to the clean, and to the unclean, to him that sacrificeth and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. [3] This is an evil among all that is done under the sun, that one thing befalleth all: yea, also the heart of the children of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live; and after that, [they have to go] to the dead. …

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.



BRETHREN OF CHRIST


John 20:17;  Psalm 133:1-3;  Mark 3:32-35;

Luke 8:19-21

I have been thinking about this relationship of “brethren” and the very great dignity attached to it.  The description is used of saints by Christ, a very important thing, and is a title put on persons by divine Persons.  It is one of the things that our brother has been speaking about which have been delivered to us.  It speaks of a relationship that has been given to us by God.

I thought to read in John 20 to give the background to the dignity of the title.  The Lord says, “go to my brethren”; He associates the disciples with Himself, they are His kin, they belong to that family.  We belong to Him – we are intimately associated with Christ.  What glory, what dignity to be associated with Him.  That is not speaking out of turn, because this scripture says that is what we are; the Lord says “go to my brethren”.  What intimacy there is between the Lord and those whom He would call His brethren.  How much they mean to Him!  In John’s gospel, there is nothing said in relation to the moral exercises connected with brethren.  Rather, it is the title that is put on them according to the dignity of what they are in the purpose of God.  So it is a very high level, but it is a wonderful thing to contemplate that we are His brethren without having to lay claim to anything; it is Christ who has made us that.

In the psalm, we have a description of what God sees.  There is nothing mentioned here in relation to failure or in relation to responsibility.  All it says here is “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”.  That is what God is saying.  He sees brethren who are dwelling together in unity and He sees what is there in accord morally with what Christ is Himself.  What pleasure it is for God to see things worked out in persons who are in accord with Christ.  How pleasant for God!  Indeed how pleasant for those who are set together like that.  They understand what they are; they understand the dignity of it and they understand the glory of the One who has put that name upon them, the One with whom they are associated in kinship.  “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”.

But then it goes on, “Like the precious oil upon the head”.  That has in mind the anointing, it has in mind glory, it has in mind distinction, it has in mind how God has separated brethren to Himself.  “Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments”.  Aaron, as the brethren will be well aware, is the one who is the priest for God.  At the time of his anointing, he was anointed first without blood, according to what God saw and what he would be, “Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion”.  It is Christ where He is and His brethren with Him.  It is not limited to us, but we should be in the enjoyment of it.  “As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion”; we can take account of that.  God established Zion.  It is a wonderful privilege to be here under the eye of God associated with Christ, the Man of His choice.  There is responsibility that goes with it, of course, but it is a wonderful privilege and there is wonderful glory.

Keeping those two things in mind, we come to Mark and this reference to the same One who bestows that title of brethren upon His own in John.  There were those in this scripture who spoke to the Lord in relation to His natural family, who spoke to Him about what they felt were His family’s rights upon Him.  They would like His natural family to have part in the company, but what does the Lord say?  Is He hard?  No, He is not hard.  He puts everything into perspective, “And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him”.  He takes full cognisance of everybody and everything that was there.  “And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren: for whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”.  

Now we come to the side of responsibility that goes along with the dignity and the glory of what it is to be of Christ’s brethren.  This is, or should be, true of all Christians.  Is it true of us?  It is “whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”.  To do the will of God involves piety; to do the will of God involves submission.  It involves being subject to the Lord as Master and to all His rights.  You do not do your own will, you do not touch what is contrary to Him, you do not set your own principles.  Why?  Because you are one of His brethren.  You do not do these things because they are not in accord with the will of God.  If you set yourself against the will of God, are you in accord with the dignity of the title that Christ has put upon you?  That is the reality of what it is to be one of His brethren.  So to do the will of God involves commandment.  Where do the commandments come from?  They come from the Lord, the One who is your Master.  If you go to 1 Corinthians, you get instruction about what is proper to the body, what is proper to fellowship, what is proper to associations.  If you go to 2 Corinthians, you get instruction about what is clean and unclean, the things you should touch and not touch, and persons you should associate with and those you should not associate with.  If you go to Timothy, you see that all these things are divine commandments and they are in accord with the will of God.  Are you going to set them aside?  And if you do, are you in accord with the glory and the dignity that belongs to the relationship of being His brethren?  It is a very searching thing.

The Lord says in John’s gospel, “He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me” (John 14:21), then He goes on to say “he will keep my word” (v.23).  That is in line with how Luke takes up the thought of brethren because in Luke, the Lord does not say anything about the will of God.  What does He say?  “My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do it”.  The word of God is like a treasure.  You are going to take the word of God which involves the feelings and the mind of God, and you are going to hold it like a treasure, because of where it came from and because of whose it is.  So it says “But he answering said to them, My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do it”.  You might say, This is what I think, this is what I should do.  But we are to hear the word of God.  What governs your actions, what governs your associations, what governs your links with persons that you are in fellowship with?  What governs your links with other believers?  What governs your relations with all of them?  Not exactly commandments.  If you are entering into association with Christ, you will understand that some things, while not exactly being against His rights, though they may be, would upset His feelings.  That takes a great deal more intimacy, it takes a great deal more nearness to Christ, and your will can never enter into that.  How can it? The Lord owns as His brethren those who hear the word of God and do it.  He does not just put the title on them, He owns them to be such.  That is a most remarkable thing, because the unity that it speaks about in Psalm 133 is a very precious thing in the sight of God.  That unity is a hard thing to arrive at in a scene that is filled with so much that is contrary to God, and I include myself in that, but how do you arrive at this unity?  By cleaving to Christ. 

You can read at the beginning of 2 Samuel of what happened at the time when Saul was gone and David took the throne.  What happened then is there were persons who did not cleave to the rights of God, and they did not cleave to David, or to the thought that David had been anointed, and that he had a right to exercise his rule.  In chapter 5, there were Jebusites who were found to be in the land.  They had been contenders with the people of Israel, had set themselves up in Jerusalem and were continually fighting against Israel.  They had not been put out of the land (Judges 1:21; 3:5,6) and the children of Israel began to marry with them.  God’s people were content to live with them, saying as it were ‘We will not fight any more if we marry together and everything will be fine’.  But these Jebusites were the very persons who were in the city of Jerusalem and said that David had no place there and would never take it.  David put them all out and then he began to build from the Millo and inward (2 Sam 5:9), and unity is arrived at.  What does it mean?  Everything that is contrary to the rights of Christ, all that is natural, every kind of relationship that is not in accord with the rights of Christ are put away, and this leads to unity.  So David built and then there is prosperity, then you arrive at “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”.  It is a wonderful thing, it is a great privilege to have that title and it is a great responsibility to carry it for Christ’s sake in a scene that is contrary to Him.

May we be helped and may we be encouraged to hold that in all the dignity of what it is when we are by ourselves and when we are with one another.  May it be so for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

26 May 2015

T.W. Lock

 


Scripture references

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Psalms 133:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

Mark 3:32-35 (JND) [32] And a crowd sat around him. And they said to him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren seek thee without. [33] And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother or my brethren? [34] And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren: [35] for whosoever shall do the will of God, *he* is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Luke 8:19-21 (JND) [19] And his mother and his brethren came to him, and could not get to him because of the crowd. [20] And it was told him [saying], Thy mother and thy brethren stand without, wishing to see thee. [21] But he answering said to them, My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do [it].

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 14:21 (JND) [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Judges 1:21 (JND) [21] And the children of Benjamin did not dispossess the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.

Judges 3:5-6 (JND) [5] And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites: Hittites and Amorites and Perizzites and Hivites and Jebusites; [6] and they took their daughters as wives, and gave their daughters to their sons, and served their gods.

2 Samuel 5:9 (JND) [9] So David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from the Millo and inward.



EXTRACT – “WALK IN LOVE”


Ephesians 5:1,2

This shows us the idea of the way of life: "walk in love", not simply when you are in the meeting; it is a question of walking in it.  A person who walks in love has his foot dipped in oil; he has a peculiar kind of walk.  "Looking upon Jesus as he walked" – that is the pattern, that is the walk.  "Walk in love".  Christ was for God's pleasure, and as we walk in His footsteps we are for God's pleasure, and no greater privilege can be ours.  It is given to us to be here in this world, where Christ has been, where the apostles have been, for God's pleasure.  It is a responsibility too, so do not put it away from you.  It has been seen in men of like passions with ourselves.  We have the Spirit of God; we have the example of Christ, the example of the apostles.  "Fix your eyes on those walking thus", says the apostle, "as you have us for a model", Phil.3:17.  Remember the apostles, remember Paul; in them we see the reflection of the walk and ways of the Lord Jesus Christ.  May He give us in these days to be in His hand, and to remain in His hand; for as we remain there the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in us.  His work shall be promoted in us, and thus we shall be for His pleasure here.
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Scripture references

Ephesians 5:1-2 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.

Philippians 3:17 (JND) [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model;



Notes


	[←1]
	 J.N. Darby ‘Collected Writings’ Vol.7 p.169
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