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FAITH


Acts 16:30-34;  Hebrews 11:6;  3:14-19;  4:1,2;

John 7:37-39

It will be apparent from these scriptures that I would like to speak about believing and faith.  We have been speaking today of things which are individual experiences, and I would like to continue, for the moment, on that line.  I was confirmed in reading these scriptures by the reference to “all joy and peace in believing”, Rom.15:13.  We have sung that hymn which we all know:-

‘Through the love of God our Saviour, 

    All will be well’.                   (Hymn 86)

I trust that there is no one who could not sing those words from their own heart, that ‘Through the love of God your Saviour, All will be well’.  God is a Saviour God.  He loves to save.  He loves to grant forgiveness, and He wants to give you a hope, and assurance, and a fire in your soul which will be yours forever.  How wonderful is that assurance, that ‘All will be well’.  

I want to speak of some of the other things referred to in our hymn, and about our belief and our journey down here.  All of us, I trust, have believed, and do believe in our Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Along the way, as our hymn writer has drawn attention to, there are many things which come in which would challenge, maybe not our belief in our Lord Jesus as our Saviour, but in what is being worked out today.  There were those to whom the Lord Jesus asked, “Will ye also go away?”, John 6:67.  I am not suggesting that there is anyone here who is thinking that they might go away, but there is one who tempts us every day of the week to do so.  Satan’s activity in every one of us would be to dull our belief that the Lord Jesus is able to take us, individually and collectively, through to the end – but He is able.  We enjoy singing this hymn.  We have sung it so often.  I challenge myself – do I believe what I have sung?  ‘Though we pass through tribulation’.  Tribulation may be the difficulties in my life, things that I would rather were not there.  God has not promised to take those things away.  One could write, 

‘God hath not promised skies ever blue,

    Flower strewn pathways all our lives through’.                                    (Miss A.J. Flint)

But she then wrote, 

‘But God hath promised strength for the day ... 

    unfailing sympathy, undying love’.

God will see us through but we must trust Him.  We are left here in a pathway of exercise, and that is deliberate on God’s part, that He may keep our senses attuned, and that we might be trusting Him in dependence every step of the way.  Young ones, older ones, do not fear the tribulation.  Do not fear the difficulties.  What God allows He allows, but let us have our faith in Him.  He is able to see us through.

We sang ‘Faith can sing through days of sorrow’.  How about your faith, dear friend?  Is it sufficient for the sorrows that may come into your own pathway?  Faith can sing through days of sorrow, ‘All will be well’.  And the writer of Hymn 86 concludes with relying on the Father’s love, and Jesus supplying every need,

‘Or in living, or in dying, 

    All must be well’.

I trust your hope and your faith is in Him.  My desire is that our faith may be strengthened as we speak about these things together.

Each of us is on a journey.  What will occur along the pathway here is something that only God knows.  We do not know.  One brother of old, soon after he was converted, wrote an article entitled ‘The Peace of God’.  You can understand that; a young man who had just come to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and to know the peace of God.  I trust everyone in this room knows the peace of God, to have something given to you that you will find nowhere else, the peace that comes from God alone.  That dear man put pen to paper and wrote about it.  Many years later, at the end of his life, the last article that brother wrote was on ‘The God of Peace’.  He began with that which was his, which God had given him.  After years on the journey of experience with God, he put pen to paper to write about the God of peace.  That is the journey on which you and I are.  That is why we are here; God has left us here that we may learn and prove Him along this journey.  Miss Bowly, the writer of Hymn 86, has given us the flavour of this.  Our pathway will lead through many things that will befall us, but our trust is in God, our trust is in the Saviour, and He will see us through.  I hope we are all ready to use the faith which God has given us, because with God all things are possible.  The jailor had nothing left in his life, but the word was very simple, “Believe on the Lord Jesus… thou and thy house”.  And then in verse 34 he “rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God”. 

In Hebrews 11 it says, “But without faith it is impossible to please him”.  Faith is essential if the Holy Spirit is to work within us.  The Spirit cannot work freely in a soul where there are doubts.  It is an essential foundation for the Spirit to be able to work in our souls, that we have faith in the present activities of our Saviour God.  “But without faith it is impossible to please him.  For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them who seek him out”.  Do you believe that God is a rewarder of them who seek Him out?  I do not think that there is anybody in this room who does not believe that God is, but do you believe that He is a rewarder of them that seek Him out?  Can you speak about it?  I feel challenged myself.  What can I say about it?  “A rewarder of them who seek him out.”  God loves us to seek Him out, to confide in Him, to be close to Him.  The footnote ‘f’; to ‘believe on’ in Acts 16, if followed through, refers to confidence and faith; confidence in God, faith in what He is able to do.  God loves us to confide in Him.  

Solomon gives us in the book of Proverbs four things which are wonderful advice for the journey of which I have spoken.  “Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart”, Prov.3:5.  Tell Him everything.  God is there; He is able, He knows the end from the beginning.  Speak to Him about your exercises.  Speak to Him about the tribulation.  Speak to Him about the sorrow.  Speak to Him about all that is in your heart; God wants to know.  Is that not wonderful?  The Creator, the One who has this world in His hands, the One who holds your future, He wants to know what you are thinking about.  He wants you to confide in Him.  Confide in Him with all your heart.  Not just occasionally; pour out your affections and all that is in your life to God.  He longs for you to do it.  Then “lean not unto thine own intelligence”.  How difficult we find that is, even if some of us know very little.  Then “in all thy ways acknowledge him”.  Maybe that is one of the most difficult of these four things.  In all your ways, acknowledge God.  How can we do that if we do not have faith in Him and in His present activities?  How can we do that if we do not believe that He is able to bring us through?  He can bring us through individually in bright and living testimony and also collectively.  God is able for these things, dear brethren.  Whatever Satan may bring, whatever tribulations may befall us, God is able to bring us through.  Then it says, “and he will make plain thy paths”.  Is there anyone here who does not find it very attractive that God desires to make our path plain?  Have we the faith that God will do that?  The instructions are there.  They are very, very simple.  Confide in Him, lean not unto your own intelligence, in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make plain your paths.  It is in order that we might learn more of God, that self may disappear, and God in His goodness, and Christ in all His glory, may shine more brightly on us on our pathway here.  ‘Happy still in God confiding’ – it seems to me that our hymn writer deduced that happiness amongst the people of God was linked very closely to confiding in Him.

The disciples said to the Lord Jesus, “Give more faith to us”, Luke 17:5.  I am sure everyone in this room knows what it is like to have this desire within us – ‘Lord, give me more faith’.  I do not think that Scripture tells us that God will give us more faith.  What Scripture does tell us is that “God has dealt to each a measure of faith”, Rom.12:3.  I trust there is no one here who does not know that if God has given you something, He will have given you enough.  It is characteristic of Him that He gives in sufficiency and in abundance.  And dear friend, I can assure you that God has given you enough faith for the journey, but you must use it, I must use it.  We have spoken about hope.  We have spoken about those steps in faith.  We must take those steps, dear brethren.  We must set forward in faith, and God will reassure us, and God will help us through.  Consider the example of the centurion.  What does the Lord say?  “Not even in Israel have I found so great faith”, Matt.8:10.  There was a man who exercised the faith that God had given him.  Then when the disciples were in that boat with the Lord Jesus, and the storm arose and He was asleep, they say, “Master, master, we perish”.  What does He say?  “Where is your faith?”, Luke 8:24,25.  The Lord would ask us that today.  As we contemplate all that enters into our lives, all the things that concern us and the exercises we carry, He would say, Where is your faith?  What do they say?  “Who then is this that, … even … the winds and the water … obey him?”, Luke 8:25.  The Lord Jesus is able to bring us through.  We must trust Him.  As another hymn writer says, ‘Simply trust Him, that is all’ (Hymn 439).  We often speak of that in a gospel setting, but I am thinking about it in relation to the many, many tests and trials and tribulations that come along the way.  Let us trust Him and use the faith that we have been given.

To another man, the Lord said, “According to your faith, be it unto you”, Matt.9:29.  God measures how we use it.  The Lord had said to that man, “Do ye believe that I am able to do this?”.  Do we believe?  The man said, “Yea, Lord”.  Another man said, “I believe, help mine unbelief”, Mark 9:24.  The Lord helped him.  That is the gracious Man we have to do with, One who will help us in the exercise of our faith.

We read in Hebrews 3, “For we are become companions of the Christ if indeed we hold the beginning of the assurance firm to the end”.  Are we not attracted and stirred by the thought of being a companion of the Lord Jesus?  Is it only a prospect for you, dear fellow believer, or is it a present reality to go through life as a companion of our Lord Jesus?  “For we are become companions of the Christ if indeed we hold the beginning of the assurance firm to the end”.  The resource that we have in the Holy Spirit, with all His greatness and glory, would give us strength for this journey.  He would help us in holding forth the beginning of that assurance firm to the end.  The Holy Spirit would love to do that.  And yet all of us, I suppose, would have to admit that at times we fail.  When we think of our journey, we often think of Moses and the children of Israel going through the wilderness.  There are very few servants of the Old Testament spoken of so richly in the New as Moses, but if you read in the Old Testament you find that even Moses, going along the way, became despondent.  He said to God, ‘All these people are murmuring and who am I?’ (Exod.3:11).  The people asked to eat, and God said that He would provide.  Moses asked, How are You going to provide all these people with meat?  He became despondent.  He did not believe, but God showed him.  I do not call attention to Moses’ failures other than for us to receive comfort, that even one so great as he faltered along the way.  What did Moses prove?  That God was able!  He was able to provide meat for those people in abundance.  We become companions of the Christ if we hold the beginning of the assurance firm to the end.  

We have many examples in Scripture.  Think of Nehemiah; he lived in a difficult day, vastly more difficult than the day in which we are.  God put it in his heart to go and rebuild the city of Jerusalem.  God would put it in each of our hearts, dear brethren, to hold firm the assurance to the end.  There were those who tried to stop Nehemiah.  There were those who sought to distract him, to tell him that it could never be done, but that man’s face was set.  His trust was in God; He would help him in the work that Nehemiah was given to do.  What did he say as to those people?  He said, “for the people had a mind to work”, Neh.4:6.  I trust every one of us has a mind to work in the things that belong to our Lord Jesus, and are ready for what He would ask us to do.  Let us trust Him, the One who is able to complete all things to His own glory and praise.

Think of those sisters, five daughters of Zelophehad, in the wilderness.  Their father had died and the inheritance was there, but they had no means to secure it.  They were in difficult times.  What is seen in those five women is faith.  They laid hold of that which belonged to them, and they would not let it go.  I trust each one of us has something of the spirit of those five sisters within us.  It says that they went and stood at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and they spoke.  “Give unto us a possession”, Num.27:4.  They reached out for it in faith – a wonderful example, in difficult times, of a soul reaching out to God in His goodness that He should come in in blessing.  Jehovah said, “The daughters of Zelophehad speak right”, Num.27:7.  How wonderful is God’s willingness to come out in blessing.  Other difficulties come a few chapters later, but are resolved.  The daughters marry within the tribe, and the inheritance is preserved.  Such is God’s way.  Whatever we turn to, beloved brethren, whatever the issues are that come into our lives, do we have the hope and the trust that God is able?

‘Faith can sing through days of sorrow,

    All, all is well’.

I read in John 7.  It touches something of the last of those three things of which our hymn writer spoke – ‘Steadfast, through the Spirit’s guiding’.  What we have been speaking of is absolutely vital.  If faith is to be rewarded, and to be answered, it must include faith in the work of the Holy Spirit.  We used to have an elderly brother in London, long since with the Lord, who would often remind us of the need for faith in the Spirit.  I believe it would link with sowing to the Spirit.  We must have faith that He is able to provide what we need, as we go to Him for guidance, for care, for understanding, for direction. The Holy Spirit is able to receive of the things of Christ and announce them to us.  So here it says, “He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”.  These things go together, our faith and trust in Christ, and our belief in what the Holy Spirit is able to do.  He is willing to help us to progress along the pathway, whatever may come in on the way, standing faithful here as a testimony to our Lord Jesus.  We can be ready for whatever God would allow to befall us, in the knowledge that in what He allows, He is able to see us through.  Beloved brethren, He is able, and as we sang at the beginning, ‘All must be well’.

I feel I have spoken very simply, but I desire that our belief and our faith in the Lord Jesus may be strengthened because He is able for every contingency.  May we trust Him.  May we prove Him.  God loves to be proved.  He loves us to find in Himself the answer to all things.  Let us do so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at 3 day meetings, Birmingham

A.A. Croot

28 October 2016

 


Scripture references

Acts 16:30-34 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. [32] And they spoke to him the word of the Lord, with all that were in his house. [33] And he took them the same hour of the night and washed [them] from their stripes; and was baptised, he and all his straightway. [34] And having brought them into his house he laid the table [for them], and rejoiced with all his house, having believed in God.

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Hebrews 3:14-19 (JND) [14] For we are become companions of the Christ if indeed we hold the beginning of the assurance firm to the end; [15] in that it is said, To-day if ye will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the provocation; [16] (for who was it, who, having heard, provoked? but [was it] not all who came out of Egypt by Moses? [17] And with whom was he wroth forty years? [Was it] not with those who had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? [18] And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to those who had not hearkened to the word? [19] And we see that they could not enter in on account of unbelief;)

Hebrews 4:1-2 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard.

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Romans 15:13 (JND) [13] Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that ye should abound in hope by [the] power of [the] Holy Spirit.

John 6:67 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away?

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Proverbs 3:5 (JND) [5] Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not unto thine own intelligence;

Luke 17:5 (JND) [5] And the apostles said to the Lord, Give more faith to us.

Romans 12:3 (JND) [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

Matthew 8:10 (JND) [10] And when Jesus heard it, he wondered, and said to those who followed, Verily I say unto you, Not even in Israel have I found so great faith.

Luke 8:24-25 (JND) [24] and coming to [him] they woke him up, saying, Master, master, we perish. But he, rising up, rebuked the wind and the raging of the water; and they ceased, and there was a calm. [25] And he said to them, Where is your faith? And, being afraid, they were astonished, saying to one another, Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?

Luke 8:25 (JND) [25] And he said to them, Where is your faith? And, being afraid, they were astonished, saying to one another, Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?

Matthew 9:29 (JND) [29] Then he touched their eyes, saying, According to your faith, be it unto you.

Mark 9:24 (JND) [24] And immediately the father of the young child crying out said [with tears], I believe, help mine unbelief.

Hebrews 3 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. …

Exodus 3:11 (JND) [11] And Moses said to God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?

Nehemiah 4:6 (JND) [6] But we built the wall; and all the wall was joined together to the half thereof; for the people had a mind to work.

Numbers 27:4 (JND) [4] Why should the name of our father be taken away from his family, because he has no son? Give unto us a possession among the brethren of our father.

Numbers 27:7 (JND) [7] The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto them.

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …



WHAT IS PRECIOUS TO CHRIST


John 21:15-17;  20:17;  Luke 22:14,15;  

Matthew 16:16-18

The scriptures we have read all refer to the Lord’s own words.  I would like to say a word about what is precious to the heart of Christ.  The first thing I would say is that what has been handed down to us, what we enjoy, is infinitely precious.  I wonder if you value that.  I do not know if I value enough the preciousness of what has come down to us.  Firstly, we have come to know the Lord Jesus.  I trust the Lord is precious to you.  When Peter writes his epistles, he writes as a man who has been taught of the Lord, and has come to something substantial in his own soul.  Peter refers five times in his first epistle to what is precious.  Last night, our brother reminded us of the first of those five things, “the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold”, 1 Pet.1:7.  The faith that you have is precious.  I trust that you value it.  It is not the portion of all.  There are persons in the world, and I am sure you may have spoken to some, who say to you, ‘I would love to have your faith’, but it is not the portion of all.  Faith is a precious matter because it gives you a link with heaven; how blessed!

Then Peter speaks of the Man that is precious.  You find that in chapter 2, “Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame” (v.6).  How precious is Jesus to you?  He is infinitely precious to God, He has done everything for God, and He has done everything for me.  The glad tidings have come without cost to us, and from our side we have come into blessing without cost; but from the divine side the cost is immeasurable.  I remember hearing the story of an evangelist called D.L.Moody.  He was concerned as to the soul salvation of a manager of a coal mine who, when the gospel was presented to him, said, ‘No, it is too easy, there must be a cost’.  The evangelist said to him, ‘Did you go into the pit today?’  He said, ‘Yes I did’.  Moody said, ‘How did you get into the pit?’  He said, ‘Well I pressed the button and the lift came up; I got in, I pressed the button and the lift went down thousands of feet’.  The evangelist said, ‘That was all you did, just pushed a button?’  ‘Certainly’, the man replied, ‘the mining company have invested hundreds of thousands of pounds to sink the shaft and construct the elevators, but all I had to do was push a button.’  But it cost him nothing!  It is a blessed matter that although the cost to divine Persons is immeasurable, the gospel comes to us without cost.  Is that not precious?  Is that not blessed?  My concern is that we might come into things very easily, but what is precious needs to lay hold of us, and what is precious to the Lord Jesus needs to be precious to me.  If it is not, it will affect the way that I think, it will affect my judgment as to things.  What we have come into is precious and its value cannot be calculated.

I want to speak firstly about the words of the Lord to Peter; He says, “Feed my lambs”.  I wonder if you are conscious, dear young friend, that the Lord has His eye upon you.  I hope you are one of His lambs; and have come to know the care of the Shepherd.  There is no one like Him.  John 10 tells us that the shepherd knows his sheep by name.  The Lord is interested in the detail of your life.  Are you conscious that you are precious to Him?  You have cost Him His life.  John 10 also tells us that the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  Do you know Him?  I trust you are conscious of being one of His lambs.  It is a blessed matter to know the Shepherd; He cares for you, He loves you, He is interested in every detail of your life.  It has often been remarked that when you go to Psalm 22 you see the good Shepherd, the One who lays down His life for the sheep.  In Psalm 23 you get the great Shepherd; “Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want” (v.1).  How blessed He is.  When you come to Psalm 24 you get the chief Shepherd; how glorious.  Read these psalms, dear young brother, dear young sister; they will affect your soul.  The One who laid down His life for the sheep is the One who is the King of glory.  He is the chief Shepherd who is drawing persons to Himself.  The Lord Jesus says to Peter, “Shepherd my sheep”.  What is precious to the heart of Christ needs to be precious to us.  We need to value the sheep; they belong to Him.  

It has often struck me that in the parable in Luke 15 which the Lord told, it was not a lamb that went astray, it was a sheep – a sheep which belonged to the Lord Jesus.  Our blessing and our salvation and safety is in being near to the Shepherd.  It is for our blessing, and it is where the Shepherd wants us to be.  Being a shepherd is a constitutional matter.  I do not think that if a shepherd applies for a job, the employer would be looking at his academic abilities.  What is in your heart for the sheep?  I refer to Psalm 78; it shows the character of the shepherd expressed in the heart of David.  It says, “he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: From following the suckling-ewes, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance.  And he fed them according to the integrity of his heart, and led them by the skilfulness of his hands” (vv.70-72).  That is the Shepherd, He has a heart for the sheep.  The poet wrote: 

‘T’was a sheep not a lamb that strayed away

    In the parable Jesus told.

A grown up sheep that strayed away

    From the ninety and nine in the fold.

Lambs will follow the sheep, you know,

   Wherever the sheep may stray:

When the sheep go wrong, it won’t take long

   ‘Till the lambs are as wrong as they’.  (C.C. Miller)

There is salvation in staying near to the Shepherd.  It is a solemn fact that we are all an influence for good or for bad.  The persons who stay near to the Shepherd know His heart, they know His mind and they follow Him.  When Paul writes to the Ephesians, he speaks of “shepherds and teachers”, Eph.4:11.  It is one gift and I think that is why the Lord says to Peter not only “Shepherd my sheep”, but also “Feed my sheep”.  The shepherd has something to feed to the sheep with, and for us, where does that come from?  It comes from the Lord Himself.  We have proved, have we not, over these past two days, the food that the Lord provides.

His brethren are precious to the Lord.  We have had a reference to Saul on the Damascus road.  The Lord and His brethren are inseparable.  The Lord Jesus said to Saul, “why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9:4.  What belonged to Christ was being persecuted, it was Himself.  Who are these people?  The Lord tells us in Mark 3.  Before the question is asked in verse 33, it says “a crowd sat around him.  And they said to him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren seek thee without.  And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother or my brethren?  And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren: for whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”, Mark 3:32-35.  They are the kind of people that the Lord is pleased to call His brethren.  These are His brethren on moral lines.  What a privilege to be the Lord’s brethren.  I trust that affects your heart.  We have not chosen one another; the Lord has set us together and we belong to Him.  Those who do the will of God, those who have been sanctified – the Lord is not ashamed to call such persons His brethren.  How blessed.  

I did not want to go into the detail of what the Lord said to Mary in John 20, but He said, “Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”.  His brethren were now to know Him in a new relationship which has been established because the Lord Jesus is out of death, ascended and glorified, and we also can now be associated with Him as His brethren on the other side of death.  They are precious to Him; I trust they are precious to you.  When was the last time that I prayed for all my local brethren?  There are dear older sisters and dear older brothers in our localities who are occupied in praying for their brethren.  Why?  Because they are precious to them and precious to the Lord; the Lord’s brethren.  I wonder if you have ever assembled for the Lord’s supper and looked round the circle at those who are among the Lord’s brethren.  You take account of each one, take account of the Lord’s dealings with each one of them, the sorrows and the burdens being carried in the spirits of the brethren.  The Lord knows every one of them.  His brethren are very precious to the Lord Jesus and, as we see in Acts 9, when they were persecuted, the Lord Jesus came in by His own action and stopped it.  That is how precious His brethren are to the Lord.  It would affect the way that we speak about the brethren.  John tells us, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”, 1 John 3:14.  One of the ‘oughts’ that John writes is, “we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”, 1 John 3:16.  Why?  Because they are the Lord’s, and they are precious to Him and should be precious to us.

I desire to touch on Luke’s gospel because I want to speak briefly as to fellowship.  While the fellowship that we speak of began when the Lord ascended into glory and the Spirit came, I wondered if we get a touch of the appreciation that the Lord Jesus had of the fellowship that He had with His disciples.  He says, “With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer”.  The Lord appreciated the company of His own.  You can see that throughout the gospels, the way that He cared for them.  Even in situations that were too great for them, His love and care still extended towards them.  But then as among them, you see in chapters 13 to 16 of John’s gospel the blessed character of what the Lord enjoyed as among His disciples.  The fellowship is a very precious matter; I trust it is precious to you.  Paul writes in the very first chapter of Corinthians, “God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”, 1 Cor.1:9.  That is precious to the Lord Jesus.  He has called us “into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ”; that is God’s side, that shows the character of the fellowship.  But then it says, “our Lord”; that is our side.  The glory and preciousness of the fellowship is that it is very precious to the heart of Christ.  It is not our fellowship, but we have been called into it, and the principles of the fellowship are very precious too.  I trust they are not onerous to you; they are very precious to the heart of Christ.  Those that belong to Him and desire to be separate would desire to be among those that, because they are associated with Himself, would own no other association.  

It is a great privilege to be in fellowship, to own the claims of the Lord.  It frees you from bondage.  You might think otherwise, but the fellowship is a refuge from lawlessness.  That is what the fellowship is, because if we are left to our own thoughts and our own desires, where would they take us?  The brethren will forgive me for using an analogy from the business world, but I would like to speak simply for the help of our younger brethren.  If a person wants to have a franchise, whatever that might be, he agrees to the terms and conditions laid down by the management.  What would happen if, after that was accepted, the person decided that he did not want to do things a certain way or that it did not suit his lifestyle or way of working?  What would happen would be that the franchise would cease to be what it was supposed to be, and he would lose the support of the company.  Now I know that is a feeble illustration, but there is only one will in the fellowship of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord – one will.  That means that my will has to go; and as we take up our part in fellowship, we are saying that our wills have to go.  There is one will, and it is a blessed matter to come under the will of Another and prove the support of the Lord Himself.  It is not automatic.  We cannot go on what may have been in the past.  The Lord’s support is on moral lines and He looks for what pleases Himself in those who find that what is precious to Christ is precious to them.  In Matthew 18 He says, “For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them” (v.20).  I have heard it said that that is a promise.  I am not sure that it is a promise, I think it is a consequence; “where two or three are gathered unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”.

In closing, I just want to touch on the assembly – “my assembly”.  The Spirit is working in order that what is pleasurable to the heart of Christ will go through to the very end; but think of the Lord’s feelings in relation to His assembly.  He says, “And I also, I say unto thee that thou art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades’ gates shall not prevail against it”.  Now, for the sake of the younger brethren, the rock is not Peter.  The Roman system would claim that, but it is error, it is not according to the truth.  The rock is the confession of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God.  How blessed!  Nothing can stand against that; “my assembly”.  Where is that worked out?  The truth of the assembly is to be worked out in our local companies.  As has been said, we cannot claim to be the assembly.  Who could do that?  But I trust that what is precious to the heart of Christ may be precious to us.  Think of that pearl of great value; He sold whatever He had (Matt.13:46).  That is what it has cost the Lord Jesus.  Is it not precious to Him?  I trust it is precious to you, and that in the time that is left to us, what is precious to the heart of Christ may become increasingly precious to us.  I was thinking of Naboth with his vineyard in 1 Kings 21.  He is like a brother in a locality who found that what was precious to the heart of Christ was also precious to him.  No matter what the threat, no matter what the temptation was, it was never enough to make him give up the vineyard because what he had laid hold of was precious.  The vineyard would speak of what would be for the heart of God.  

I trust that what I have said is according to the truth, and I trust that what is precious to Christ may be precious to us.  May the Lord bless the word.

Address at 3 day meetings, Birmingham

29 October 2016

T.R. Campbell

 


Scripture references

John 21:15-17 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs. [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Luke 22:14-15 (JND) [14] And when the hour was come, he placed himself at table, and the [twelve] apostles with him. [15] And he said to them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer.

Matthew 16:16-18 (JND) [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

1 Peter 1:7 (JND) [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ:

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

Psalms 24 (JND) [1] {Of David. A Psalm.} The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. [2] For it was he that founded it upon seas, and established it upon floods. [3] Who shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah? and who shall stand in his holy place? …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Psalms 78 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Asaph.} Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. [2] I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter riddles from of old, [3] Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us: …

Ephesians 4:11 (JND) [11] and *he* has given some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers,

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Mark 3 (JND) [1] And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was there a man having his hand dried up. [2] And they watched him if he would heal him on the sabbath, that they might accuse him. [3] And he says to the man who had his hand dried up, Rise up [and come] into the midst. …

Mark 3:32-35 (JND) [32] And a crowd sat around him. And they said to him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren seek thee without. [33] And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother or my brethren? [34] And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren: [35] for whosoever shall do the will of God, *he* is my brother, and sister, and mother.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

1 John 3:14 (JND) [14] *We* know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love [his] brother abides in death.

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Matthew 13:46 (JND) [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

1 Kings 21 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! …
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‘GRACE, THE POWER OF UNITY AND GATHERING’


What I think important to be understood is that the active power that gathers is always grace – love.  Separation from evil may be called for.  In particular states of the church, when evil is come in, it may characterise very much the path of the saints.  It may be, that through many acting under the same convictions at the same time, this may form a nucleus.  But this in itself is never a gathering power.  Holiness may attract when a soul is in movement of itself.  But power to gather is in grace, in love working; if you please, faith working by love.  Look at all the history of the church of God in all ages, and you will find this to be the case.  Grace is the formative power of unity, where it does not exist.  I take for granted here that Christ is owned as the centre.  If evil exist, it may gather out of that evil, but the gathering power is love.

… There are two great principles in God's nature, owned of all saints – holiness and love.  One is, I may be bold to say, the necessity of His nature, imperative, in virtue of that nature, on all that approach Him; the other, its energy.  One characterises; the other is, and is the spring of activity of, His nature.  God is holy – He is not loving, but love.  He is it in the essential fountain of His being; we make Him a judge by sin, for He is holy and has authority; but He is love, and none has made Him such.  If there be love anywhere else, it is of God, for God is love. This is the blessed active energy of His being.  In the exercise of this He gathers to Himself for the eternal blessedness of those who are gathered, its display in Christ, and Christ Himself, being the great power and centre of it. His counsels as to this are the glory of His grace, His applying them to sinners and the means He employs for it, the riches of His grace.  And in the ages to come He will shew how exceeding great these were in His kindness to us, in Christ Jesus.

… I have read over the tract I have referred to1.  I confess, it seems to me that one who would deny the abstract principles of that tract is not on Christian ground at all.  I cannot conceive anything more indisputably true, as far as human statement of truth can go.  Still there is something more than truth to be considered, and that is, the use of truth.  God's imputing no sin to the church, through grace and redemption, is always blessedly and eternally true.  To a careless conscience, I may have to address other truth.  Now, I repeat, that on reading that tract I do not see how a person resisting the principles stated is on Christian ground at all.  Is not holiness the principle on which Christian fellowship is based?  And the tract is really and simply that. … Now separation from evil, when right, which I now assume, still distinguishes him who separates from him from whom he does so.  This tends to make one's position important, and so it is; but with such hearts as we have, one's position mixes itself up with self – not in a gross way but in a treacherous one; it is my position, and not only so, but the mind being occupied with what has been important (justly so in its place) to itself, tends to make, in a measure, separation from evil a gathering power, as well as a principle on which gathering takes place.  This (save as holiness attracts souls who are spiritual by a moving principle in them) it is not.

Holiness is not merely separation from evil, but separation to God from evil.  The new nature has not merely a nature or intrinsic character as being of God. It has an object, for it cannot live on itself – a positive object, and that is God.  Now this changes everything; because it separates from evil – which it abhors, therefore, when it sees it – because it is filled with good. … Hence [the new nature] is holy, calm, and has a substantive character of its own, apart from evil, as well as abhorrent of it.  With us this can only be in having an object, because we are and ought to be dependent only so far as we are positively filled with God in Christ.  We are occupied with good, and hence holy, for that is holiness; and, therefore, easily and discerningly abhorrent of evil, without occupying ourselves with it.  It is God's own nature; He is essentially good; delights in it in Himself.

… Now here [1 John 1] the separation from evil, walking in the light, in God's revealed character in Christ, in the practical knowledge of God as revealed in Christ, in the truth as it is in Jesus in whom the life was the light of men, is fully insisted on with lines as clear and strong as the Holy Spirit alone knows how to make them.  He who pretends to fellowship, and does not walk in the knowledge of God according to that knowledge, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  But what makes the fellowship?  This keeps it pure – but what makes it?  The revelation of the blessed object, and centre of it, in Christ.

… Holiness, then, is separation to God, if it be real, as well as from evil; for thus alone we are in the light, for God is light.

… God's love in Christ is not only an object which gathers – it is an activity which does so. … Love is relative; it acts and shews itself.  Hence God has acted. … It is the activity of love which is the power of gathering.

… Here we have not only the attractive, sanctifying object bringing into fellowship, but the activity of love, which acts, gives itself, in order to gather; in this we are allowed to have a part.  It is this, while sanctifying and maintaining His holiness, making us partakers of it, [which] reveals God and gathers weary souls.

Now this alone is the proper principle and power of gathering: I do not say on which souls are gathered; for that is clearly holiness – separation from evil in which alone communion is maintained – or darkness would have fellowship with light.  But love gathers; and this is as evident to the Christian as that it gathers to holiness, and on the principle of it. … Hence grace is the acting power in and alone capable of revealing truth; for Christ's being here is grace; His working effectual grace.

Now, the very existence of such an object and such a power would prove a gathering power, gathering into unity, for it must, being divine, gather to itself.

… Grace reigns through righteousness.  Now, this it is, by uniting souls in the power of the Holy Spirit to Jesus, which gathers by the cross, whence the truth is told to us as we are here, to Christ in heaven, who tells our true place to faith there – saving always, of course, His personal divine title.

… In the full divine sense, without grace, there is neither truth nor holiness. … The power of unity is grace; and, as man is a sinner and departed from God, the power of gathering is grace – grace manifested in Jesus on the cross, and bringing us to God in heaven, and bringing us in Him who is gone there.  This is holiness: certainly the cross was not acquiescence in evil.

From ‘Grace, the Power of Unity and Gathering’

J.N. Darby Collected Writings vol.1 pp.366-377

 


Scripture references

1 John 1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life; [2] (and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us:) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. …



A MAN OF ANOTHER SPIRIT


Numbers 14:24;  2 Corinthians 12:18

If we open our Bibles near the middle, we may find one of the three books that are attributed to Solomon.  One of them is called Ecclesiastes, and at the end it has an arresting account of the decline that comes with old age and loss of faculties.  It ends with the simple comment that “the spirit return unto God who gave it”, Eccles.12:7.  It is an important thing to reflect that what the Bible calls the “human species” (Jas 3:7) is distinguished by that gift.  Every one of us has a spirit as a gift from God.  At the point of death, it is returned to the Giver, and you might say that that is automatic.  How much it has been formed by God Himself, He will know.  The spirit is that which gives us our character and, if God has had to do with us, it will be a moral character.

When we come to the New Testament, the first account we have of a martyr is about Stephen and at the end of his life he says, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”, Acts 7:59.  That is more than what is merely automatic.  I think we get the sense in that scripture of something more than we have in Solomon, that there was something formed through communion, and Stephen had something which the Lord would be pleased to receive.  It was the product of the place that Stephen had given to the Holy Spirit who had filled him.  What powerful things these are, what opportunities they speak of!

I have carried this verse in Numbers for a while now and its association with our brother is self-evident.  God says of Caleb, “because he hath another spirit in him”.  He looked different to God.  It is a sober passage in which this comes, at the point where the people turn against God’s promise.  What comes out is that earlier occasions of murmuring, which God had met in grace, had nevertheless been remembered by Him.  We learn from this chapter that there had been nine previous occasions on which Israel had murmured.  This was the tenth (v.22).  That has often arrested me, that God has taken account of occasions when I have been marked by unbelief or doubt.  But He will also have noticed Caleb, and on these ten occasions, Caleb had been different: God says, “and hath followed me fully”.  Caleb is a man of 40 years old here, he is not an old man.  We read of him next when he is 85 years, and he is still the same.  His death is not recorded in scripture.  We have seen Caleb in our brother.  We have seen a consistency, a consistent acceptance of the will of God, a consistent acceptance of what our brother has learned that should mark the people of God and the fellowship they share together and the truth they hold.  We could say of him, “and hath followed me fully”.

God makes two promises to Caleb: “him will I bring into the land whereinto he came”.  Our brother had tasted what God’s inheritance was like and he held it, as Caleb says, in his heart (Josh.14:7).  It is not simply that he loved it, although he did, but he held it where the spring of his life was, and for that reason it governed him in everything he did and thought.  What powerful things these are and how attractive they are.  If Caleb was required to be patient and if, even at the end of his life, he was required to face conflict and effort to have what God had promised him, he accepted that in the will of God.  He would not settle then for something lower.  As he says here, God is well able, and that was a faith that he never lost.

I draw attention to this last portion because that is what applies to us here today: “and his seed shall possess it”.  Our brother has a big family and we have all had an association with him.  We call him a brother not because we were related to him but because we walked in fellowship together.  The question is, do we share this zeal, do we understand where it comes from, are we ready to be different, are we ready to follow God fully, are we ready to set our course so that nothing will deprive us of the inheritance that God has promised – any of it?  What an influence Caleb had.  I think it would be fair to say that perhaps the happiest day in his life was when his daughter claimed the inheritance he had longed for.  She was not asking for something different, she would not have contemplated anything less; she wanted the best of what he had longed for.  I say to our brother’s family, and I say to us all, is that what we want?

The passage in Numbers is about our spirits in relation to God, and this passage in Corinthians is about our relations with one another.  What comes out here is very simple: fellowship is a spiritual matter.  It is not an organisation, it is not secured, maintained or preserved through mere conformity or uniformity, although of course agreement and walking together is most important; but these things spring from walking in the same spirit.  What a testing thing this is!  Think of Titus when Paul was taken from him into prison; Titus would wonder who he could walk with now in the same spirit.  I urge this upon us: fellowship is by its nature essentially spiritual.  I believe that what our brother has shown to us is that our constancy and preservation in that environment depends upon the way in which our spirits have been formed, and formed together, by our relationships with God.

May He bless the word. 

Word at a burial meeting, Dorking

15 February 2017

D.A. Burr
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Scripture references

Numbers 14:24 (JND) [24] But my servant Caleb, because he hath another spirit in him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he came; and his seed shall possess it.

2 Corinthians 12:18 (JND) [18] I begged Titus, and sent the brother with [him]: did Titus at all make gain of you? have we not walked in the same spirit? [have we] not in the same steps?

Ecclesiastes 12:7 (JND) [7] and the dust return to the earth as it was, and the spirit return unto God who gave it.

James 3:7 (JND) [7] For every species both of beasts and of birds, both of creeping things and of sea animals, is tamed and has been tamed by the human species;

Acts 7:59 (JND) [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

Joshua 14:7 (JND) [7] Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart.



Notes


	[←1]
	 ‘Separation from Evil, God’s Principle of Unity’
J.N. Darby Collected Writings vol.1
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