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THE SAINTS AS STONES

R. Besley 

1 Peter 2: 2–5; Zechariah 7: 11, 12; 1 Chronicles 29: 1, 2; 1 Kings 5: 17; 1 Samuel 17: 39, 40 

The scripture which I read in Peter’s first epistle will, I am sure, justify the allusion to the people of God as stones. Peter alludes to the grace of the Lord Jesus in writing to these believers; he says, “If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious”. I suppose everyone here has tasted the grace of the Lord Jesus. What kind of impression has it left in your soul? “If so be ye have tasted”—I am sure that He must have attracted you, so Peter goes on to say, “To whom coming as unto a living stone”. It is wonderful that the Lord should be alluded to under such a figure! “Disallowed indeed of men”. I hope you have not disallowed Him. Is there anyone here who has disallowed Him? “Disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious”. Then he goes on to say, “Ye also as living stones are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”. So I am sure the scripture justifies the allusion made to the people of God as stones, and I want to speak to you as being stones as the result of divine handiwork, for every believer in this hall is the handiwork of God. Not only as a man or woman belonging to the race of mankind, but as a believer you are a product of divine handiwork. God has handled you, and you are a stone, and God has wrought in His power by His Spirit so that you may have part and place in a structure of glory which is eternal. 

I do not believe that the great place of the stones, according to God, has been rightly valued. There would not be the grovelling instincts marking so many of the people of God if we understood the great place that has been given to us. You see believers seeking after things that are temporal, material things, even overstepping the bounds of righteousness to acquire things that are temporal. Would God we were wiser! We are part of an edifice which God is building which is eternal. 

Now I allude to what is mentioned in reference to the earthly house of Solomon, and we must be greatly impressed by the magnificence of it, utterly destroyed now under the government of God, but it was magnifical, and the glory of the latter house will yet exceed the glory of the former house. That was an earthly thing, but we, beloved brethren, are a part of what is spiritual. We are stones in it and God would have us rise to a sense of it even while we are here. The king commanded and they brought “great stones”. Now I say that every believer is a great stone. The smaller we are in our own estimation, the greater we are morally. We are to have a sense of what every believer is as the handiwork of God; nothing could be greater. Do you think that a royal crown, or an ivory throne; could add anything to a believer who is indwelt by the Spirit of God? and yet, alas! we tend to pass over this fact as if it were no fact at all. In one sense we should be small, and the smaller we are in our own estimation the greater we are morally. Every believer is great and I love to think that God has destined for me that I am to be placed among persons who are great. Do you think it is an honour to be among the great in this world? You are missing the mark! We should learn to live and move on this earth as persons who are great. Never speak slightingly of a believer! Train your mind to think of them as great. None of them is to be despised. They are great stones. You, young believer, young as you may be, are a great stone in a great building, in a building that is going to shine with the lustre of the glory of God. Could, anything be greater than that? 

Now the king also says, “costly stones”, meaning that they are rare, and every believer is a costly stone. I beg you, think for a moment of the cost at which every, one has been acquired. 

Every believer is costly, he is rare. The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, has been shed to acquire him, and we should learn to think of this. Have you risen to the sense that you are precious, costly, rare? If we did this, do you think we should ever wrap our bodies in the adornment of the world that spit upon the face of Christ? I charge you, in the presence of God, take care of your body; it is “temple of the Holy Spirit”. We live in a day when people sin against their bodies and I am not at all sure that all those who take the name of the Lord Jesus are clear in this regard. Remember, my body, and your body, belong to the Lord. He bought it! And I ask you, beloved brethren, have you presented your bodies “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service”? You cannot present your bodies “holy” unless they are holy. What Paul refers to in Romans 12 is that they are to be actually holy. People are trying all sorts of devices to make buildings beautiful. One shaking from the hand of God, and it will be a pile of ashes. But we belong to what is eternal and every stone in that building is rare and costly and God would have us treasure it and love it. 

Then the king had “hewn stones”. You and I are stones that have been hewn out. It may have been some special word of power in the gospel that reached you. He knows. On the other side, it was the sovereign work of God in new birth that brought you out. Do you believe that you are a hewn stone? You view things in a different way when you see that. Why has a sudden illness fallen upon a brother? Why such distress? God has taken the stone out and He is producing a hewn stone. And God will never let you go. I have felt the power of that some years ago. Why is it that I have been singled out? I was one of seven; all my brothers are gone. Why has God picked me out of a family? I was wandering in the world when suddenly a Hand touched me and took me out, and God has taken you up to be a hewn stone. I earnestly beg of you, if you are conscious of the hand of God being upon you, do not frustrate the hand of God. I tell you frankly, I fear God. You wonder that I say that. I know that He loves me. I know what it is to bow down and say, “Abba, Father”, but I fear God; I am afraid of His government. It is an awful thing to have, to do with God. May that Hand have freedom to do what it will. 

But now we have the word also that there were “glistering” stones. Wonderful thought that stones that are radiant with a light that is not resident in themselves. Are you glistering? You should be full of spiritual animation. There seems to be no animation about some believers. 

Why should we not be full of joy, our spirits rising up every morning? Why should this not be? If I may put it this way, what a poor setting forth in the eyes of the world are many of us as believers. We can sing a hymn, ‘All will be well’, but then we come down again. Do you get a bit down when you go to business in the morning? Why do you not sing, ‘I love to sing of Jesus’? Why should other people sing and it be denied to us? I am not going to have it, brethren; I am going to sing! We are a people entitled to joy, and we are the only people who have real joy; not the idle froth of an empty sentimentality, but the real joy of what is spiritual. But these stones are furnished for the house of God. It is a lovely idea. God’s dwelling place! God’s house is a spiritual edifice, built of stones, great and costly, hewn and glistering. This is what God is doing. So Peter says, “Ye also as living stones are being built up”. We have come to One who was “disallowed indeed of men”. Do you know Him as such, belonging to what God is building, outside of this world altogether, where death is not known, where decay is impossible? 

We have come to know the Lord Jesus in connection with that. We have come to the One who was “disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious”. Then, “Ye also as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ”. When did you offer your last sacrifice? Well, you say, I like to listen to a brother and say ‘Amen’. But that may not be your sacrifice. A sacrifice is different from an offering. An offering is what it is to God; a sacrifice is what it is to me. What does it cost me to offer up a spiritual sacrifice? How thankful you would have been in the days of the temple sacrifices if you had been able to bring a bullock! What spiritual sacrifices are you bringing? You may say ‘Amen’ to what is said, but did you ever offer a spiritual sacrifice in your own room, alone with God? What a thing it is to be alone with God and offer up spiritual sacrifices. The morning reading would take on a different character, and when you go to the meeting the brethren would say, What has happened to So-and-so? He is a changed man. We must have spiritual sacrifices. It is only right that God should have them. Think of what He said in Malachi, “If ye offer the blind for sacrifice the lame and sick, is it not evil?” Malachi 1: 8. 

Well, now I have to divert to make an allusion to ourselves as stones in another setting, and having that in mind I read the passage in Samuel, and I want to ask the brethren whether they have known what it is to be stones in a valley, a watercourse. In the face of this great giant, Goliath, David went down into a valley; a watercourse, because there were smooth stones there, and I want to ask the dear brethren whether we have gone down into the valley, accepting the cross of the Lord Jesus. Do you know what has been the ruination of the world?—luxurious living; and will you be offended if I say that it has been the ruination of many of the saints? And God intends that the present depression should bring us to the valley, into humiliation. We have got to come down and find what the Lord intends us to learn, and, if we do, the trials and the pressure and the difficulties will smooth the stones. The blessed work of the Spirit passing over us will smooth us. And He can use smooth stones. Have you ever felt it hurt your spirit that the Lord has had to pass you by because you are too big? Let us come down into the valley. Would you not like to be a smooth stone? David, a type of Christ, went down into the valley and chose five smooth stones. 

You may say, I would like to be a big man. What for? Maybe there is someone here who is saying, We have a lovely church, a marvellous choir. Yes, but we have something better. I am quite content, dear brethren, to be among the five stones (marked by human weakness). 

That is what the Lord intends. It is not four and one; not three and two; but it is five. There is a certain stand-offishness among some of the saints. But that will not do; we have to be content to be one of the five. You may have a little bit of social position or family pride; I do not think David will make much use of you. Are you one of five—five smooth stones? That is what David took. Would you like to be taken up by David? I would! I would give anything if I thought the Lord would take me up into His hand and use me. Are you prepared to be put into a shepherd’s bag? What is needed among us is a shepherd spirit. How precious! In a little gathering just, as it were, put into the shepherd’s bag. That is where David put the stones. They were precious in his eyes. Now we have to wait. Are you ready to wait? You have to wait until David puts His hand on you. Ah! He takes up one, and that one is enough to do the work in hand. 

Are you and I prepared to wait for that? You say, But there are terrible difficulties; but put all that aside and then ask yourself about just this one stone in the hand of David. But there were  five. In another chapter we are told that there were four relatives of this Goliath. I do not think that I have ever had a harder lesson to learn than to wait. But the Lord’s time is a time of absolute triumph. Why? He waits only on God; that is the secret. So, beloved brethren, we have to learn by these smooth stones, picked out of a valley. In His own time He will make use of you. You say you wish the Lord would use you. Just put yourself quietly into His hand and ask Him to use you, and He will do it. It is worth waiting for. It is worth all the preparation in the valley, in the watercourse, to be used of Him. That is the side to see here. 

The other side is that of our place in the house, offering up spiritual sacrifices to God. May the Lord help us, beloved brethren, in these things. 

Address at Westfield, N.J., U.S.A.
17 May 1932 

(This address was among the papers of Mr. P. R. Besley, whom the Lord took on 16 May 1989, and was kindly made available by his family. Quotations are from the Authorised Version). 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 2:2-5 (JND) [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Zechariah 7:11-12 (JND) [11] But they refused to hearken, and turned a rebellious shoulder, and made their ears heavy, that they should not hear. [12] And they made their heart [as] an adamant, that they should not hear the law, and the words that Jehovah of hosts sent by his Spirit by the hand of the former prophets: therefore was there great wrath from Jehovah of hosts.

1 Chronicles 29:1-2 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance.

1 Kings 5:17 (JND) [17] And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, costly stones, hewn stones, to lay the foundation of the house.

1 Samuel 17:39-40 (JND) [39] And David girded his sword upon his dress, and endeavoured to go; for he had not yet tried [it]. And David said to Saul, I cannot go in these; for I have never tried [them]. And David put them off him. [40] And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag that he had, into the pocket; and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Malachi 1:8 (JND) [8] And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Present it now unto thy governor: will he be pleased with thee? or will he accept thy person? saith Jehovah of hosts.



“PERFECTED PRAISE”

J. Harthill 

Matthew 21: 1–16 

I would like to speak from this scripture about a current of the Spirit that runs through to completion. Prophetically I believe it is a clear indication of that—a current of the Spirit honouring Christ. The end of the previous chapter shows Jesus going out of Jericho, and there is the voice of the two blind men raising a new note, “Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of David.” It has been said that this incident marks the beginning of the closing scenes of the Lord’s pathway here, those scenes of sorrow, that blessed lowly Man going up to Jerusalem there to die for you and me, and to lay the sacrificial basis for all our blessings. 

Certain circumstances come in bearing on our own time, because we are now in the closing stages of the present testimony. The testimony is moving forward to finality, and the Lord Jesus calls attention to certain things that are needed; this wonderful note is going to be maintained. He speaks to the two disciples, “Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied and a colt with it; loose them and lead them to me”. They were brought immediately by the disciples. This would link with Mark; there is an immediate need in the testimony all the time. The Lord Jesus has kingly rights; it was the true Son of David going up to Jerusalem the city of the great king. As Zechariah had prophesied, “Behold, thy King cometh to thee—he is just, and having salvation; lowly and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass”, Zechariah 9: 9. 

On Lord’s day we considered the Lord Jesus setting on the testimony, going from city to city, and village by village. The twelve were with Him, also the women who ministered to Him of their substance, they were the fruit of the Lord’s own service, delivered from the power of sin and Satan, forgiven much, loving much. Here the testimony is going forward and the Lord Jesus requires the elder brethren, and the younger brethren. He needs us together to carry the testimony to finality, the elder brethren with experience, who abide by divine principles and the public position and order of the assembly, the younger brethren brought up under their influence. The ass was tied and the colt with it, and as brought to Him He sat upon them. 

Then there is the very great crowd, some going before, some following after, and they take up the same note as the blind men, but they add “Hosanna” to “the Son of David”. Hosanna signifies ‘Save now’. Well, we are in difficult days, with difficult matters arising in the testimony, and I am sure many a heart has gone up with this prayer, ‘Save now’. Those going before and those following after are caught up in the current, honouring Christ, and how we need, beloved brethren, to be caught up in it. What is said of the very great crowd would indicate how we need to be moving on consistently with the testimony, and always exercised that, freshness be maintained in our gatherings from week to week. 

As they near the city it says the whole city was moved. What a good thing it would be if this whole city were moved in this wonderful current honouring Christ. At, the beginning of the present revival what wonderful light came to Mr. Darby and others, and no doubt the blessed Spirit raised a note for the moment. There has been the suggestion of the scripture which so often touches our hearts, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God, and Father—to him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen”, Revelation 1: 5, 6. 

Next we have the Lord Jesus entering into the temple and He sees all the merchandise, the buying and selling going on. He clears the temple, casting them all out. We have seen something of this, beloved brethren, merchandise in the assembly. The Lord Jesus has cleared the sphere of praise. The blind and the lame come to Him and He heals them; these wonderful works of grace go on all the time. Then there are the children crying in the temple and saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David”. This is the note of honouring Christ reaching its zenith. The opposers question the Lord, complaining against the children. The enemy has attacked the testimony many times but it is still going forward, and is now nearing completion. The Lord Jesus says, ‘Have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?’ Are we hearing that today, beloved brethren? I am sure we are. God would have the very youngest—who love the Lord Jesus, the “babes and the sucklings”, and all of us, in youthful freshness in the praise of Christ. 

We may say that numbers are small and things have declined. Oh yes, but the praise of God has not declined. The current of the Spirit is with us today, honouring Christ. Constantly we have the glories of the Person, of Christ before us. As we go to the Supper on Lord’s day, leading on to the service of God, what do we find? We find the young people are singing the highest notes, and they are singing them feelingly and intelligently. Where did they learn it? I believe they learnt it in the home, brought up in the discipline and admonition of the Lord,  brought up—to honour Christ. It is like the house of Obed-Edom. God blessed the house of Obed-Edom because of the ark. That is where these young people learn; they grow up in the testimony, and we can see these things. It is a time of perfecting praise, and the Spirit is here to help us, beloved brethren. May we all be in it, and in it to the end, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
13 August 1989




Scripture references

Matthew 21:1-16 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. [4] But all this came to pass, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. [6] But the disciples, having gone and done as Jesus had ordered them, [7] brought the ass and the colt and put their garments upon them, and he sat on them. [8] But a very great crowd strewed their own garments on the way, and others kept cutting down branches from the trees and strewing them on the way. [9] And the crowds who went before him and who followed cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed [be] he who comes in the name of [the] Lord; hosanna in the highest. [10] And as he entered into Jerusalem, the whole city was moved, saying, Who is this? [11] And the crowds said, This is Jesus the prophet who is from Nazareth of Galilee. [12] And Jesus entered into the temple [of God], and cast out all that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those that sold the doves. …

Zechariah 9:9 (JND) [9] Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion; shout, daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, thy King cometh to thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly and rIding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Revelation 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.



THE PERFECTION OF JESUS AND OF HIS WORK





N. T. Meek 

1 John 3: 10–12, (from “Whoever”); Genesis 5: 21–24; 6: 9; 7: 11–16 

I desire to speak, dear friends, about Abel and Enoch and Noah from the point of view that they are typical, in some degree, of the Lord Jesus. None of the men that illuminate the pages of the Old Testament is great enough fully to represent the Lord Jesus, but they bring out, to a greater or less degree, some feature of that blessed Man. Therefore they are worth looking at, and so in a sense, every present believer should be worth looking at. 

Now Abel represents one whose works were righteous. That is what is said of him in John’s epistle, “his works were a righteous”. Can you think of anyone of whom that could be said in an absolute way, that what they did, all that they did, all that was outwardly manifest in them was, right? I think you would be hard put, dear friend, to think of anyone in the compass of your observation of whom it could be said that all that was manifest in them, even when they were under pressure, was right. It could be said of Jesus, but I do not 

think you could find it so of anyone else, not even of David, or of Moses. I am saying this because unless you have righteousness you have really got nothing. If there is, an element of flaw in the terms of the gospel or in the Person of whom the gospel speaks, the whole plan of salvation is flawed, and Abel is a type of One whose works were righteous. Yet his brother slew him; you say, He typifies the Jew; they took Jesus and they slew Him. Yes, that, is quite correct. I suppose in the history, in all that they had done, the way they had turned aside from Jehovah, the way they had dealt with His prophets, the way they had shut their ears to God’s entreaty, the way they had sacrificed to the Baals, and so on, there was never so great a sin in Israel as when they slew Jesus. 

There has been One here, dear friend, who was righteous in the most absolute way—One who was greater than Abel. He is “Jesus Christ the righteous”. Now that is a very blessed thing to my soul that one Person has been here and all that He has done publicly was absolutely right. We often have to generalise, but we can be specific about Jesus and use a  word that we can rarely use of others—‘absolute’. He was absolutely righteous. When He was here as a Boy, when He was here as a young Man, whether He was at home or whether He was labouring at the carpentry, everything that He did and every act that He did, everything that could be observed, was right. There was not a flaw in it. There was nothing that could be justifiably criticised. When He began His public service and He came under pressure from the scribes and Pharisees, who tried to trip Him up, who tried to catch Him in His words, who tried to get Him into situations where, for example, they said, Should we pay the tax, or not?—in every situation He did what was absolutely right. I say again, dear friend, that is something to get hold of, something that I would love you to get hold of—that there has been one Person here, and all that He did, in God’s eye and in man’s eye, was absolutely right. 

Enoch, he represents Jesus too, but from a slightly different aspect. The life of Enoch appears largely to have been a secret, hidden life. It was not a public life, generally speaking. It says he walked with God. Now if you think of that, the only way that would be possible morally would be that he should be in accord with God. One does not think of Enoch being a great public figure in his day, one thinks of him as representing the hidden side of a man’s life. 

Now there are persons who have managed, to a large extent, as far as their public acts go, to appear righteous. I have to qualify it, notice, by saying ‘to a large extent’, for no one has reached that absolutely. But who are they whose lives have been, as men say, of outward uprightness and apparent rectitude, who could stand investigation of their hidden life? All have failed in relation to their secret lives. How many secret sins we have known, how many times we have had to confess that our minds have gone into that realm of sin. How much error, how much that I know is not according to God, has entered into my mind! Enoch represents the Lord Jesus in His secret life and He was absolutely perfect there as well. 

We sing, ‘No thought of His e’er moved apart from Thine’. That was the life of Jesus, dear friends, a life that was always in consonance with His Father, a life that was never broken into until the time came when He was forsaken on the cross, a life that in that period of thirty-three years was absolutely pure, absolutely perfect, absolutely delightful to God—His was a life of which it could be said in the most absolute and entire way, He walked with God. Now you might ask me why I am saying all this. I am saying it because if you have not got a perfect Saviour you have not got a perfect salvation, in fact you have no salvation at all. You must be absolutely sure of your ground, dear friend, and for that you need a perfect Saviour. You may search high and low, you may search through all the books of history, but the only Person you will find to reach that requirement is Jesus. I wonder if you have made Him your Saviour? 

When we come to Noah you notice how things are often cumulative in Scripture; there is a moral link between these men, between Abel and Enoch and Noah, and it says of Noah that he was “a just man”. We might say it would not be very different from saying he was a righteous man, and then it also says, he walked with God. But then he did something, else, he did something that Enoch did not do. Abel may represent the suffering Jesus, the One who suffered at the hand of man—He was perfect even in His suffering. As a boy I often used to think of the gospel story and I wished that when the time came for Jesus to be apprehended He had acted in His power and met the Roman Empire with all its force and smashed it to smithereens. I would have liked to have seen an exhibition of His power. I would have liked to have seen Him work a miracle. I would have liked to have seen the whole Sanhedrim and the whole lot of His opposers cut down. That is what I would have liked—that is natural thinking, mental thinking, but it is not God’s way. Mr. Darby wrote, ‘He works no miracle that He may not die, but He works a miracle by dying’ (‘Letters’ Vol.1, p.281). That was Jesus. 

Now Noah represents the Lord Jesus not exactly in His perfection but in another feature and that is His work, because He did something that the others did not do. He provided a means of salvation for mankind. That is what Jesus has done. If there had been no work, I suppose, in a certain sense, the unstained glory of His Person would have remained, but man would have been left in a hopeless, helpless situation—just looking at perfection and unable to get the benefit of it. But this perfect Man of whom we are speaking has wrought a perfect work, and I wonder, dear friend, if you are one of those who have come to take advantage of that work. It says of the creatures that they came to Noah. It has been said that he represents the attractiveness of Jesus. They came to him—it does not say they were forced to go; it does not say they were driven to go; they came to him. He stood, at the door of the ark and they came to him such is the attractiveness of Jesus. You read about it in the gospels (read it well, dear friend, and—let your heart absorb it), the attractiveness of Jesus, blessed Person that He is, so unlike you and me by nature. He is food for the believer’s soul. Someone said, ‘Jesus, of Thee we ne’er would tire; the new and living food’. Even a believer needs food for his soul. Why do we flag, why do we grow weary? It may be because we do not feed enough on Jesus. 

So Noah and the ark represent the work of Jesus and I say again, I wonder if you have availed yourself of Him. Even Noah does not bring out the suffering side involved in the work, and I would just like to speak a little about the sufferings of Jesus. It is a very holy subject, a very deep subject. If my sins were to be forgiven somebody must suffer the judgment on them; somebody must bear the penalty. If God was to be righteous and they were to be put away then somebody must pay the price, and that meant that Jesus, that blessed Man who was always so entirely perfect, should suffer the punishment that was due to me, that He should be a Substitute for me, that He should bear my sins in His body on the tree. I wonder if you can say that for yourself, ‘He bore my sins’. It is a wonderful relief to be free of your load of sin, it is a wonderful relief to know that Someone has suffered for them, that Someone has suffered the judgment, because only thus can I be forgiven, it must be in righteousness. It is a wonderful thing to know that if Someone has done it, and if He has done it for me, I will not come under judgment. We have often said this, that God is righteous and if my sins have been put away God will not bring them up again. 

I wonder if you have made Him—Jesus—your own; I wonder if you have come to avail yourself of this work that is absolutely without parallel. Men’s works, such as the Thames barrier, men’s bridges, the planes, and the space ships and shuttles—all pale into the tiniest insignificance compared with the work of Jesus. His work is absolutely unique—in the whole history of time no work was ever wrought like it. He came here for the putting away of sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Oh, I say, dear friend, are you in the gain of that? Some can say, with no doubt, 

‘Jesus, my Saviour! Thou art mine, 

The Father’s gift of love divine; 

What Thou hast done, and what Thou art, 

Are now the portion of my heart! 

They are the words of a believer. There are many such but not too many. You always wish there were more. Please God, there will be more after the preachings across the earth today because, you see, God must honour such a work. He will have His house full and He will do it in righteousness. 

Well, I commend these simple words to you, dear friend. Much more could be said about the gospel it is not only a gospel of relief. It is not only a gospel that settles for you the question of your sins, but contained in it is the fact that God has not only provided us an eternal salvation, but He has provided a present one, because believers, generally speaking, are still left in this antagonistic world and they need practical salvation. They will need salvation tomorrow, when they go to work, or when the washing machine breaks down and they feel like venting their feelings—they will need salvation. 

One great means that God uses for effectuating that is by the gift of the Holy Spirit. Apart from the Holy Spirit you cannot really have affection for Jesus, not affection according to God, apart from the gift of the Holy Spirit. Neither can you enter in to God’s thoughts, neither can you understand the Scriptures rightly, neither can you get the gain of the Lord’s headship, without the gift and power of the Holy Spirit. Neither can you confess the name of Jesus suitably without the gift of the Holy Spirit. You cannot even say, “Lord Jesus” properly without the gift of the Holy Spirit. The One who has provided a Saviour in Jesus is equally willing to give you the Holy Spirit. He becomes the great means of practical salvation. How often, dear fellow believer, have we broken down, publicly even, in our lives and it is largely, perhaps, attributable to the fact that, temporarily at least, we have lost communion with the Holy Spirit. 

Well, may the Lord help us in these things. May we have a sense; a deepened sense, that the perfection of Jesus becomes food for the believer’s soul, becomes his meat and drink. You cannot do without it, dear fellow believer, you cannot do without such food. None of us, however far we may have got in our knowledge of the truth, will ever reach a stage where we will not need to feed on Jesus; and there is such a thing as feeding not only for life but feeding for enjoyment. May the Lord bless the word. 

 Preaching at Gillingham
27 January 1985 

 


Scripture references

1 John 3:10-12 (JND) [10] In this are manifest the children of God and the children of the devil. Whoever does not practise righteousness is not of God, and he who does not love his brother. [11] For this is the message which ye have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another: [12] not as Cain was of the wicked one, and slew his brother; and on account of what slew he him? because his works were wicked, and those of his brother righteous.

Genesis 5:21-24 (JND) [21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah. [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Genesis 6:9 (JND) [9] This is the history of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect amongst his generations: Noah walked with God.

Genesis 7:11-16 (JND) [11] In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that same day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. [12] And the pour of rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. [13] On the same day went Noah, and Shem and Ham and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark; [14] they, and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and all fowl after its kind every bird of every wing. [15] And they went to Noah, into the ark, two and two of all flesh, in which was the breath of life. [16] And they that came, came male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him. And Jehovah shut him in.



SOWING

D. E. Burr 

Matthew 13: 24–30; Galatians 6: 7–9 

I just felt led to say a word, beloved brethren, as to sowing. I believe the enemy is active at the present time in sowing what would in some way correspond to the darnel. The darnel does not come there by accident or by chance, it says—“but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed darnel amongst the wheat, and went away”. So it is not a question of charging one another with anything, but just to see that there is an enemy. God has an enemy; God’s, people have an enemy, and the enemy’s objective is to bring in chaos and confusion, and to bring in what may have an appearance of the true, but it is not the true thing at all. So that the word for us is not to be amongst those who sleep in this sense—“while men slept”. That is, while we may not be on our guard, the enemy may come in and introduce something that would lower the standard of what the Lord is doing, sowing good seed. So we are to remain alert and be aware of the activity of the enemy. I suppose there was never a time like the present when brotherly unity and reconciliation need to be promoted. The enemy would disrupt this and he has done his sowing, and it may be that there has been some sleep so that his activity has not been discerned. But then what he has sown comes up; the good wheat comes up, but then the darnel also. The bondmen say, “hast thou not sown good seed ...?” 

Well, of course, the Lord had sown good seed. And there has been the good seed sown amongst us, but then there is an enemy—“A man that is an enemy has done this”. 

Well, I do not go on to the question of the full growth and the judgments, but just to draw our attention to the fact that there is an enemy, and he is introducing what is disruptive, and there is the possibility of a lack of discernment. However, we are to see that as far as concerns our own locality chiefly, but then in the position generally, the enemy’s activities may be frustrated by persons being awake and alert, and aware of what his bent and activities are. 

Well, that relates to the kingdom, the kingdom of the heavens, a general area of God’s operations amongst men, amongst ourselves at the present time. 

I just referred to Galatians because that brings it down to the individual, that there is sowing going on. We are all sowing something. We may sow to our own flesh, but then on the other hand we may sow to the Spirit. “For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh”. How sad and solemn that is; self-indulgence in that way leads to the reaping of corruption. It may, of course, have a kind of spiritual guise, or may have an outward appearance of what is good and right, but secretly it is the promotion of the flesh. From that line of things corruption is reaped. 

“But he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life”. I just draw attention, in contrast, to what is possible for us. It is possible for us to sow to the Spirit. That is what would be in the divine mind; it is what would be normal for the believer, to sow to the Spirit, and “he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life”. So it goes on “let us not lose heart in doing good”. I suppose we have all had the experience one way or another of losing heart; perhaps the enemy seems to be gaining the upper hand, or perhaps the flesh gains the upper hand, and perhaps there appears to be what Paul speaks of as “no apparent issue”. It may be like that, but “he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life”. So let us not lose heart in doing good. That would be amongst other things sowing to the Spirit. We are not to lose heart. We may lose heart, but Paul would say, Do not lose heart—let us not lose heart in doing good. 

Well, I just felt led to add that word that we should be encouraged to sow to the Spirit and not to lose heart. May we be strengthened in that for the Lord’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
26 September 1989 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 13:24-30 (JND) [24] Another parable set he before them, saying, The kingdom of the heavens has become like a man sowing good seed in his field; [25] but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed darnel amongst the wheat, and went away. [26] But when the blade shot up and produced fruit, then appeared the darnel also. [27] And the bondmen of the householder came up and said to him, Sir, hast thou not sown good seed in thy field? whence then has it darnel? [28] And he said to them, A man [that is] an enemy has done this. And the bondmen said to him, Wilt thou then that we should go and gather it [up]? [29] But he said, No; lest [in] gathering the darnel ye should root up the wheat with it. [30] Suffer both to grow together unto the harvest, and in time of the harvest I will say to the harvestmen, Gather first the darnel, and bind it into bundles to burn it; but the wheat bring together into my granary.

Galatians 6:7-9 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap. [8] For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life: [9] but let us not lose heart in doing good; for in due time, if we do not faint, we shall reap.



MARAH

J. Taylor 

Exodus 15: 22–25 

Moses led them three days and they found no water, and when they found water it was bitter. The will must be subdued, there must be unqualified submission to the authority of the Lord. There are failures at the outset, the failure of believers to submit to the authority of the Lord. 

You may see it coming out in the households. The Lord will bring out of that. There must be the acceptance of death. You must be tested. The Lord tasted it in His own way. The sin that brought in the judgment that fell on Christ is not going to be allowed in a believer. Happy is the soul who began in the abhorrence of it. 

So he led them to Marah, and there the water was bitter. We shall have to accept definitely the judgment of God on the flesh, bitter of course it is, but how delightful when you can say, “Where thou diest I will die”. Moses cried to the Lord, and the Lord showed him wood. It is a wonderful moment when the wood comes in; the judgment of God and discipline are very near together. He showed it to Moses, it was the light of the love that has been there. He has been there—“who loved me”—think of that; do you ever say that? Who loved me! I know of nothing so affecting. Paul says, “He loved me”, the Lord Jesus loved me when He died for me; think of the Lord loving me when He died! I can understand your saying, ‘He loves me’, but “He loved me”, says the apostle, “and gave himself for me”. One can understand that the  link formed there with Christ will never be broken. That precious fact will ever remain with us, that the Lord loved me when He died, and hence the change in me, in the light of the love of Christ, that has begun in the wilderness; multiply the forty years by three hundred and sixty-five days, every day brings in that experience of the love of Christ. What has He been to me today? Wilderness time is a most valuable time. What about it beloved—how are you spending it? If you were to take a calendar, every day brings its own tale of the love of Christ. 

If I read the book of Exodus, I see Him die. He died for me. If I take the book of Leviticus, what is Christ to me there? If I take the book of Numbers, what is Christ to me there? God has given instructions as to how they were to march, but when they marched, the ark of the covenant went before. Hear Moses’ word when the ark went forward—“Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered”. Who is the ark? It is Christ going before us—it is love—it is Christ going before to find a resting-place for the saints. Will He ever fail us? Never! 

Again I hear; “Return, O Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel”. Having scattered all enemies the ark comes back. From the beginning to the end it is the love of Christ—every day. 

(Extract from an address in Vol. 15, pp.33, 34) 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 15:22-25 (JND) [22] And Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. [23] And they came to Marah, and could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore the name of it was called Marah. [24] And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? [25] And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them.



“FOR WITHOUT ME YE CAN DO NOTHING” (JOHN 15: 5)

R. S. Renton 

May we learn the lesson quickly, 

Taught by Jesus to His own, 

“Without me ye can do nothing”, 

Whether reaped or whether sown.

 

Keep us Lord in such dependence 

As we trust alone on Thee, 

Made to feel our utter weakness, 

But in Thee our all to be.

 

Men around feel self-sufficient, 

In the world self-satisfied, 

May we prove in all our actions, 

That in Thee we’re fortified.

 

 Lord in Thee and by Thy Spirit 

All we do will be “well done”, 

Without Thee we can do nothing, 

Thus the victory will be won.

 

As we glory in Thy Person, 

Have in Thee our Object blest, 

Thus we are made fit for conflict, 

While in spirit, peace and rest.

 

 


While we wait the consummation

Fruit for God is what Thou seekest; 

Fruit abundant may there be; 

Without Thee we can do nothing, 

May we live this more to see.

 

Keep us, Lord, in Thee abiding, 

Thou in us—what bliss indeed! 

Part with Thee our present portion, 

Thou our hearts in this doth lead.

 


Of God’s work in us complete, 

Praise we every day, Lord Jesus, 

Till in heaven we take our seat.

 

Then our praises shall continue, 

Louder, sweeter shall they be, 

Bodies changed, together like Thee, 

Every way conformed to Thee. 

Edinburgh
1989 

 


EXTRACTS

The tendency is to regard grace only as it affects the sinner, and to omit the satisfaction it is to God to have us as His children with Him; “the excellent in whom is all my delight”. 

Blessed God! Thy love desires my company and would share Thy joys with me. And this love is shed abroad in my heart by the Holy Spirit which is given unto me. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 11, p.382) 

It is almost equally wonderful that Man is gone up on high into the presence of God, and that God came down into the misery, sorrow, sin, and death of man. But both these marvellous things are the truth. What a place man, seen in this light, holds in the counsels of God. 

J. N. Darby (‘Notes & Comments; Vol. 2, p.164)
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