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THE MORAL GLORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

John 13:31,32;  Philippians 2:1-11;  Matthew 11:28-30;  Revelation 21:9,10

M.B.G.      What is in mind is that we might consider the moral glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The scriptures we have read are just a few that we can consider together in that way.  There are many other scriptures; we could select almost any chapter in any of the gospels and we would see something of the Lord’s moral glory, but I wondered if in these scriptures we could consider the Lord’s glory from that point of view, His moral glory.

The scripture that was mostly in my mind was in Philippians 2, because what we see from verse 6 are the Lord’s own movements – the down-stooping movements.  They bring out the moral glory of the Lord Jesus.  This scripture is one we often refer to and it always affects us.  We see the greatness and glory of His person, “who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God”.  That would underlie all that we consider.  He “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death”.  What moral greatness in these down-stooping movements of the Lord Jesus.  This section presents those moral movements, aside from the scene of contrariety in John’s gospel.  

In this section in John 13, the very extreme contrast is immediately noticeable between what proceeded in the previous paragraph between the actions of Judas and the movements of Jesus.  It says, “When therefore he was gone out Jesus says, Now is the Son of man glorified”.  In this section we see the Lord anticipating the cross, and the cross is really the greatest point of shame but also the greatest outshining of moral glory.  I wondered if we could consider that and all that flows out from it in this section.  

In Philippians 2 and in Matthew 11, I wondered if we could consider how we ourselves are to take these features on, in measure.  In Matthew 11, Jesus says, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”.  We must learn from Christ if we are to be marked by these features.  And in Philippians 2, Paul is exhorting the saints to be marked by lowliness of mind, “each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves”, then he goes on to say, “For let this mind be in you”.  I wondered if we could get help together as we consider the Lord’s moral glory.  

In Revelation 21, we see the great result of it.  Jerusalem is the bride, the Lamb’s wife, the wife of the One who suffered and was here as “holy, harmless, undefiled”, Heb.7:26.  And then you have “the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”.  There is a great moral answer to be arrived at, and we are part of that.

A.D.M.      Do you think it is accentuated in the way the thirteenth chapter of John begins?  The Lord laid aside His garments and washed their feet – that was really moral glory.  He was the Creator of the universe, He was the Lord of glory in His person, but do you think this highlights the Model that has been set before us in taking a lowly place, a place of service?

M.B.G.      That is good, He has left us a model that we should follow in His steps, (1 Pet.2:21).  There are Christ’s personal glories and there are many other aspects to the Lord’s glories, such as His official glories.  All these glories belong to Him alone, and in His moral glory He is unique; He wholly sets out moral glory in perfection.  What you say is good, that He is a Model for us.  If we think about the setting in which He does this, what grace was shown in how He was aware of what was proceeding.  The chapter begins with “having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end” (v.1), but then “the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up …” (v.2), and yet the Lord is not disturbed by that.  He takes up this service to His own.   

A.D.M.      It would be helpful if you said what moral means.  There are a lot of young people here today and it is encouraging to see them. 

M.B.G.      One of my exercises is that our thoughts about what is moral might be elevated.  We might think of what is moral as merely what men think of as moral, and I would not criticise that because we are thankful for men who live upright lives as far as they are able to.  But I think in relation to moral glory, it is first of all seen in perfection in Christ.  It is really God’s holy claims in righteousness and God’s claims of love which have come together in a Man.  In this chapter, you can see that; “Now is the Son of man glorified”.  That is really a moral glory.  What Christ was about to accomplish would resolve the whole moral question.  Sin came into the race in the garden at the beginning of Genesis, and because of sin, man could not be in the presence of God.  That was really a matter of God’s righteousness, but it was also a provision of His love, because if God had not done that, He would have had to come in in judgment.  But then in Christ and His work we see the resolution of that whole moral question.

A.D.Mel.      There are glories of the Lord Jesus before which we can only stand back in awe and be in reverence of.  But are you thinking that moral glories are what we can be involved in and emulate?

M.B.G.      That was part of my exercise.  Of course, we would always have to say, ‘In our measure’, because He sets every moral matter out in perfection, but I think you see in Matthew 11 how we are to learn from Him and He says there “for I am meek and lowly in heart”.  

J.T.B.      Not so much His official or inherent glories, but did He display everything that was proper to manhood in His life?  Is that the moral side, do you think?

M.B.G.      Yes.  It speaks of Him as “the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance”, Heb.1:3.  He was here as a Man; He was a divine Person expressing everything that was in the heart of God and also expressing God’s attributes.  What you say is good; He was here also as a Man for God’s pleasure, so everything that God had ever desired to see in man was seen in Christ in perfection.  Can you say more? 

J.T.B.      It is perhaps anticipating your final scripture but in the reference to glory to God “in the assembly in Christ Jesus” (Eph.3:21), is there something from the moral glories of Christ that shone out and produced glory to God in the assembly?

M.B.G.      That must be the case.  The assembly is a mystery to unbelievers, but what is worked out and secured in the assembly is not a mysterious matter to divine Persons and should not be to believers.  It must include being formed in the divine nature but also in these moral glories that belong to Christ.

T.R.C.      Do we see the Father’s appreciation of the moral glories of Christ at the waters of baptism and at the mount of transfiguration?

M.B.G.      Yes.  Everything that God has desired to see in a man is seen in Him and the Father expressed His delight in His beloved Son at these points.  Can you say more about it?

T.R.C.      Just linking on with what is being suggested, all that God sought – as the hymn says, ‘sought in man to find’ (Hymn 268) – He found in Christ, including in these hidden years that we know little about.  The Father’s appreciation of the moral glories of that blessed Man were acclaimed, you might say, at the waters of baptism and then too at the mount of transfiguration.  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.3:17.

M.B.G.      We see it in Matthew 11.  “Take my yoke upon you” would speak of His devotion to the will of His God and Father.  But in the way He went about it, He displayed moral glory.  He was here as a real man, sin apart, but then too displayed the love of God to man, and every action was marked by grace.

G.B.G.      I was thinking about how what is moral is valued by God.  The Lord Jesus loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; they are moral features in the Lord Jesus.  God values that and He values it wherever it is in measure in ourselves, do you think?

M.B.G.      It speaks in Corinthians about “an eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor.4:17); the weight would be moral value or moral glory.  I think what you say is right, that there is what God values or appreciates in Christ that belongs to the Lord Jesus alone, but something of it is to be seen in us if there is likeness to Christ.  It must be what is formed morally in us that is like Him.

J.C.G.      Doing good was a prominent feature of the Lord’s life.  He went about doing good for God was with Him.  It links on with what we have here that “God is glorified in him”, showing that what flows out from God through Christ as Man was displayed in fulness in that way.  It was really goodness.  He was able to display goodness and reject evil.  What is moral is the difference between the two.

M.B.G.      That is good, and what He did flowed out from the perfection that was in Him.  All His actions were marked by moral glory because of His moral perfection.  One could say, “He does all things well”, Mark 7:37.  What you say is right and it is goodness according to God’s standards.  It was not merely good works, although they were good works, but they were according to God’s glory.  It says in relation to us, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom.3:23) – that is our side – but the Lord Jesus as you say was inherently perfect and that came out in His actions.

D.C.B.      Is the thought of obedience important in it?  It has been said that obedience is the essence of the perfect Man and that is what is brought before us particularly in Philippians 2.

M.B.G.      I think that is good to refer to that.  It has often been said that, unlike us, He did not become obedient because of any disobedience in Him.  That would be so on our part, but He came into a condition to which obedience applied.  The way that this section begins should enhance to us that feature, that this Person was prepared to come in and take up that place of a man and become obedient.  Have you more to say?

D.C.B.      Well, it is notable that that is where the first failure came in – Adam was in disobedience.  Here is a Man come in to lead a whole life in which the excellence to God of obedience was seen.

M.B.G.      That is good and in John 13 we see what Christ, speaking anticipatively of course, was about to do to resolve that whole matter for those who were, as Ephesians says, “sons of disobedience” (Eph.2:2), without hope, without God.  The Lord Jesus was about to resolve the whole sin question and God was to be glorified in Him.  The moral result from Christ’s work is that there are others who come into the full blessing of God which has shone out in love.  That is because of the work of Christ. 

D.S.      Do you think that, as the Lord was tempted by the devil in these forty days, He, as full of the Holy Spirit, was dependent on the Spirit in that way as One whom the enemy could not deflect?  As you said earlier, He has left us a model that we can follow in His steps.  The features of the perfection of the manhood of Jesus were seen in that the enemy could not deflect a Man who was in dependence and full of the Spirit and in whom there was nothing to which the enemy could appeal; that shows perfection again in a moral sense.  And are we to seek, with the Spirit’s help, to show something of these features in some little way in our walk?

M.B.G.      That is good.  I am glad you referred to the Spirit because if we are to be marked at all by these features, we need to rely on the Spirit for that.  And if we are to be formed in them, it would be the Spirit’s work that would do that.  The Lord Jesus knows and understands all that we go through, our moral exercises, and He is able to sympathise with us too.  

P.A.G.      Christ’s moral glory was proved under testing.  His personal glory includes the fact that “he is before all” (Col.1:17); His official glory includes that He has been made “head over all things to the assembly”, Eph.1:22.  God has done that; it cannot be changed.  But the Lord’s moral glory was proved.  Our brother has drawn attention to the temptations; His obedience was proved in perfection there.  He did not rail against the rejection of Israel, He wept.  He accepted the betrayal of Judas because it was the will of God and of the cup that the Father gave Him, He said “shall I not drink it?”, John 18:11.  It was proved at every stage of His life that He was perfect in every moral feature that was seen in Him.

M.B.G.      That is good and that was for the delight and satisfaction of His God and Father.  In Philippians 2 we have “Wherefore also God highly exalted him”.  Do you think that is because of what was proved and came out in the Lord Jesus?

P.A.G.      He has highly exalted Him and as you read in John, He is glorified immediately.  The assembly is the place where Christ is glorified; she rejoices in His moral glory and as your later scriptures have indicated, she becomes formed by what she takes account of.  And thus, God is glorified in Christ and in the assembly and there is a great spreading out of the glory in order that God might be satisfied.

M.B.G.      We get some impression of that in verse 32 of this chapter, “If God be glorified in him, God also shall glorify him in himself, and shall glorify him immediately”.  That was to be the answer to what Christ has accomplished.

A.P.G.      Psalm 1 brings out the moral glories of Christ.  It says, “his delight is in Jehovah’s law”, Ps.1:2.  In one sense, delighting in Jehovah’s law is more than obedience.  Is Psalm 2 His official glory; it says, “I have anointed my king upon Zion” Ps.2:6)?  That follows the moral glory.

M.B.G.      Yes.  Psalm 1 was referred to on Wednesday evening in our ministry meeting and it says, “and all that he doeth prospereth”, Ps.1:3.  As we have said already, He does all things well.  In Psalm 1, it has often been said that what we read of there is set out in perfection in Christ, but it is really something that we can take part in, in our measure.  We are to prosper as far as these moral features are worked out in us.

N.C.McK.      What do you say about “God also shall glorify him in himself”: do you have some thought about that?

M.B.G.      I would be glad of your help, but does that relate to the place of exaltation that Christ has been given and will always have?  

N.C.McK.      I am looking for help but I think so.  While His glory is not public yet, there must be a consequence if God is God.  God must act to make much of this moral glory of Christ, and He has done that in glorifying Him in Himself.  God could not leave that moral glory unanswered, could He?

M.B.G.      That is right, and it is immediate.  It is not public yet, but it is answered to in the heart of every believer in some measure, and as our brother has said in the assembly too.  There are those who appreciate this Person and His moral perfections.

D.A.B.      Do you think the Lord had that in His mind in His prayer in John 17?  Apart from verse 5, the Lord’s concerns and His exercises in His prayer are for His own.  He says there, “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it; and now glorify me, thou Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was” (vv.4,5).  We cannot enter into verse 5, but I thought that the answer really is “the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one” (v.22).  There is an answer in His own.  The Lord’s desire was that His glory might have a place in their affections.  It is remarkable that His prayer was said in the company of His own and it was to have a result in them, do you think?  What was produced as fruit in them became the nucleus of what would go through into the Acts in the assembly, do you think?

M.B.G.      I think what you say is good.  I would like help on it myself because we always say, and it is right, that “the glory which thou hast given me I have given them” refers to the glory of sonship.  But I think what you are saying would show that sonship is not only a position, but it is to be worked out in reality in us here.

J.A.B.      Should what our brother has referred to about the disciples being one be the result of what you are bringing before us?  I was thinking of how Paul begins chapter 2 of this epistle by writing, “If” there are these blessings, then it was to be a “that ye …”, “having the same love, joined in soul”.  Is that another way of saying “that they may be one”?  The presentation of the Lord Jesus in the way that you are bringing Him before us should appeal to us, and I am sure it does to every believer here.  Is that the key to being joined in soul and thinking the same thing?

M.B.G.      What you say is right.  The scripture in Matthew 11 speaks of Him being “meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls”.  If we are to enjoy together what the apostle brings out at the beginning of chapter 2 of Philippians, and if we are to be in any measure one, then those features need to be worked out in us.  If anything contrary to that is operating then it will not be enjoyed.  The Lord Jesus again is the perfect example for us; He is meek and lowly.  It has been helpfully said that for us it is the other way around, it is lowliness first and then meekness, but those features are really what would help us work things out together.  What you say is good.

J.S.S.      Do you have any thought as to why it is the “mind” in Philippians 2?  It says, “let this mind be in you”, or as the note says, ‘be found amongst you’ (footnote ‘l’).  Does it suggest what was characteristic?  It obviously was always so with Christ, but do you think it is to be such with us, that what is to be characteristically found amongst believers is what is moral?

M.B.G.      Yes.  At the beginning of John’s gospel, John writes, “for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace”, John 1:16.  It has been said before that it is not simply grace to meet difficulty and needs but it is character, so what you say is right.  If these features are characteristic with us individually and amongst us, then we will enjoy what the first five verses of this chapter encourage us to go in for.

J.T.B.      In the law of the oblation, all the males among the children and sons of Aaron were to partake of the oblation.  It was a statute for all generations.  Is it the assimilation of that kind of manhood into our constitutions that would help in this way?

M.B.G.      I am glad you bring that in.  I had been wondering about reading some scriptures in relation to the oblation.  What you say is helpful.  It has often been said that all these beautiful moral features are seen in a perfect blend in the Lord Jesus; nothing was overly prominent apart from grace.  We are to feed on these features, and we are to learn from Him, and then they become part of us and form us.  That is what the divine intention would be.

A.D.M.      Would this section you have read in chapter 2 be a filling out of the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ that is mentioned in chapter 1?  Someone referred to what was characteristic.  It was characteristic in the Lord, it was seen perfectly in Him every day of His life, but do you think that, as we are occupied with Him, it would have an effect upon us in how we deal with one another and how we have respect for divine claims and divine commandments?

M.B.G.      I think so, because every true believer would say that they would desire to be more like Jesus.  I am sure that is something that each one here would say.  But if it is to be the case, then how is it going to be the case?  It must be from occupation with Him, both while together with others but also primarily on our own and in our own secret histories with Him, do you think?

P.E.H.      Do we see that in Daniel?  It says, “And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food” (Dan.1:8): does it involve a new food supply?  The food supply is the Lord Jesus.  Another thing that characterised Daniel is that he had his windows open towards Jerusalem.  Do you think that would be part of what becomes morally constitutional? 

M.B.G.      I am glad of what you bring in.  Those two things, that matter of dependence and then too what we feed on, are vital.  It is a wonderful thing to think of the Lord Jesus being here as a dependent Man, One so great and yet taking up manhood in perfection was here as a dependent Man.  And in that way, He is also a Model for us.  If we are to learn from Him, we must feed on Him.  Naturally what we feed on is what constitutes us, it is what makes us.  I think the same would apply in a moral and spiritual sense, that we are to be occupied with the Lord, and what an occupation it is.  Think of the many features of Christ, the many moral glories that we can occupy ourselves with, and practically it takes time to do so.  I feel very tested about that myself – about how much time I actually spend occupied with the Lord Jesus in this way.

J.C.G.      Paul wrote about the mind of the Spirit being life and peace (Rom.8:6).  I was thinking about what you said as to “let this mind be in you”.  It could only really be by the fellowship or communion of the Spirit as was mentioned earlier.  Would relying on the Spirit be the way in which He would help us to be conformed to the characteristics of the Lord Himself?

M.B.G.      I think so.  None of this would be possible at all for us if it were not for the Spirit.  I wondered too whether God glorifying Jesus immediately might involve that – the Spirit coming and glorifying Christ in the hearts of believers.  The Spirit is the One who makes these matters real in our souls subjectively, as we have often been taught.

G.B.G.      Being occupied with Christ gives scope to the Spirit to actually form us but we are also responsible, are we not, for what we are occupied with?

M.B.G.      That is why I read in Matthew 11, because the Lord says there, “Come to me”: that is an invitation to us to come to Him.  I think what you say is right, it involves our responsibility.

G.B.G.      The Spirit has a very gracious way; He does not force Himself, as has often been said.  He takes the place that is given to Him, which involves moral exercise on our side.  Everything on our side depends on that.  Actually it might mean sacrifice, giving up something I naturally like to do.  That exercise comes into this, does it not?

M.B.G.      I think that is right.  The fruit of the Spirit comes into Galatians 5, but we have to walk in the Spirit and we need to make way for the Spirit.  As you say, it is very practical, it does require time and energy of affection to sow to the Spirit and for these moral features to come to light in our souls in a real way.

T.M.      So it is what God has done as the result of the moral glory and moral brightness of Christ: He has “highly exalted Him, and granted him a name”.  In Psalm 45, it says, “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness; therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy companions” (v.7).  It is what God has done.

M.B.G.      I think that emphasises the point made earlier about what God values, that God has exalted the Lord Jesus Christ.  The “Wherefore” really brings that out, does it not?  It is because of His moral excellence that God has exalted Him, and He is therefore to be the Object of our hearts if we are to learn from Him.

A.S.P.      Is one of His glories being able to bear the glory?

M.B.G.      That is good, because if this matter of moral glory was to be filled out in perfection, it really required a divine Person to come into manhood and set out the whole thing in perfection, therefore He is able for it.  

A.S.P.      Glory puffs up a man, does it not?  But this is a Man who went down, and God has highly exalted Him: it is a position which God has given Him.  He did not exalt Himself.  I wondered if you could help as to what the “highly exalted” involves?

M.B.G.      I think first of all what you say about glory puffing up a man is sobering and helpful because we are to be marked by self-judgment in relation to that.  Just speaking very simply, if we were enjoying the things that are referred to at the beginning of Philippians 2, we might tend to be marked by spiritual pride, for example, because of what we are.  But this exhortation, “let this mind be in you” really shows the example in the Lord Jesus of how to be preserved from that.  “Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name”.  As to “highly exalted”, it cannot be limited but would it involve His present position and the place that God has given him?  Please say what you think.

A.S.P.      It was a genuine question.  It is how God will fill all things with Christ.  As you say, I do not think we can limit the scope of the position He has been given, “ascended up above all the heavens”, Eph.4:10.

N.J.H.      Does the revelation of God require moral glory to accompany it?  I was thinking that it is seen par excellence in Christ Himself – He had to be the Source – but the assembly will answer to it, having the glory of God.  Does it come out in moral glory?

M.B.G.      That is good.  We should be very interested in learning and growing in these features because there will be an eternal result from them.  God will see to it that it is so, but our responsibility is to be exercised to come to Jesus, and to take His yoke upon us and to learn from Him.  It is a test to me about how much I am doing that, but I think what you say is good, there will be an answer in moral worth and value to the revelation of God. 

N.J.H.      It will not be found anywhere else.  It shines in Christ as we have already been saying, but you do not get it in the world.  It is not glory in man’s estimation: even Christendom is setting aside much that should be maintained in moral glory.  But it is maintained in the assembly.

A.D.Mel.      Verses 7 and 8 protect the person of the Lord Jesus as to who He was, but it would seem as if the shining of this glory comes from His moral features.  Being who He was, “Him who knew not sin” (2 Cor.5:21) and “in him sin is not” (1 John 3:5), He did not have to resolve moral issues in the way that we have to do, but He demonstrated it all through this characteristic of being morally perfect.  Could you help us about that?

M.B.G.      You are right, and verse 6 really brings out the personal greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ who, “subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God”.  As to His person, He is God.  He “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form”: that was His down-stooping movement into manhood and taking His place in the likeness of men.  But as a Man here, He expressed to those He met all that could be known of God by man, as a divine Person in manhood.  He was “the effulgence of his glory and the expression of his substance”.  He did not come in some sort of unreal way, but was a real Man expressing all the moral attributes of God, and also the love of God.  But too, He was here as a dependent Man, setting out all these moral perfections for the pleasure of God.  Does that help at all?

P.A.G.      Do you think that the divine object in Christ being highly exalted leads on to God being all in all?  The ultimate of God’s purpose results from Christ being highly exalted.

M.B.G.      I think so; “every knee should bow” shows that everything will be in subjection to Him and, as you say, that leads on to God being all in all.

P.A.G.      It is put here as being “to God the Father’s glory”; that will be demonstrated publicly but then the last enemy that is annulled is death, and Christ was great enough to annul death because of who He is personally.  He is great enough to annul it because of who He is morally; He broke its power because it had no claim on Him.  All will be put in subjection to Him, the enemy will be annulled and then God will be all in all.  The perfection of everything that God does is demonstrated in Christ and then He will hand over the kingdom to Him who is God and Father.  There is a glory that will last for ever.  What you are bringing to our attention is drawing out something that will last for ever.

M.B.G.      What you say is good and for our encouragement.  In our own individual histories, working out moral exercises might not always be easy but as you say, there is going to be an eternal result that will be for the glory of God eternally.  So it is worthwhile.

J.A.B.      In relation to what our brother has said, it says in Revelation 19, “it was given to her”, that is the bride, “that she should be clothed in fine linen” (v.8).  In a sense, the fine linen is a result of what we are speaking about this afternoon, “bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”.  The result of seeing righteousness in Christ and desiring to take it on ourselves, is not only for this scene here, although it is, but is it to shine out eternally for God’s pleasure?  It links with your last scripture, but I was just thinking about the bride’s clothing being “bright and pure”.  Every time a believer decides to read a scripture or go to a meeting instead of doing something else, that is a healthy thing to do and it will benefit them now, but the result of it will shine eternally.

M.B.G.      I am glad you bring that scripture in, as what you have referred to – the righteousnesses of the saints – was very much in my mind, emphasising it is good for each one of us because the righteousnesses are not qualified.  It is every righteousness, and it can be the smallest, simplest decision that is a result of some moral affinity to Christ in me in some measure.  It can be a child who has a simple faith in the Lord Jesus and does some small act of righteousness that we might not even think much of, but all of these things will result in what you have referred to there, “that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”.  It is tremendously encouraging to think of the eternal result from these simple things.

J.A.B.      Would that be part of what you had in mind in reading about the holy city?  She comes “down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God” but then it says, “Her shining …”.  There will be something to be taken account of by a wondering universe, the glory of God publicly seen in what is in the assembly as a result of the kind of things you are bringing before us today.

M.B.G.      That is right.  I was not sure whether to read Revelation 19 or 21, they were both in my mind, but what you say is helpful because as you say, these things are not theory or imaginary, but there will be an actual eternal result in a substantial way.  Christ is the expression of God’s substance and I think what our brother brought in would help us to see this, that there will be a real substantial answer to God in the assembly and as you say, it will be seen.  The glory is a moral glory, and it is being worked out at the present time.  We often refer to the pearl which has been produced in circumstances of pressure and testing at the present time – that will shine, as it says here.  What you say is good.

A.D.Mel.      Does the Lord’s dealing with evil in John 13 as to Judas, and then where you read in Revelation 21 about the “seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues”, show us that evil is dealt with and then the glory is manifested?  Would that be God’s glory being displayed in that way?

M.B.G.      That is good because we can see that John 13 verse 31 relates to the greatest point of moral glory.  It must be so because of what has been effected there but also because of the great result from it.  As you say, evil and sin have been dealt with, sin has been condemned and then God is free to come out in blessing.  There is an eternal blessed result for God’s glory and also for our blessing and enjoyment.

D.C.B.      Peter says, “we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness”, 2 Pet.3:13.  There will be a whole scene where everything in Christ in the assembly, and all that is under the influence of Christ through the assembly, will be morally excellent.

M.B.G.      That is good.  It might link with what is worked out in suffering, as we have referred to already – the eternal weight of glory.  It is the substantial moral worth and value of what has been secured for God’s glory eternally.

D.S.      Does our enjoyment of sonship underlie everything we do morally?  I was thinking of what we come into the good of in the Lord’s supper and what we come into the good of in sonship.  The Lord, when He was here, was in a perfect relationship with the Father and that perfect relationship was consistent with the glory of what He was morally.  Is our enjoyment of the Lord’s supper then underpinned by how we walk morally?

M.B.G.      I think it must be.  If we are to enjoy the Lord’s supper and what flows out from it in the service of praise, then our state must be right.  Paul says, “let a man prove himself”, 1 Cor.11:28.  In relation to sonship, Paul says, “if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live: for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”, Rom.8:13,14.  And then in Ephesians he also wrote of being “holy and blameless before him in love”, Eph.1:4.  What is moral underlies our enjoyment of divine relationships.

D.S.      It shows that this great thought of what is moral has an end in view.  It is not exactly an objective in itself but it has a further end in view in order that there may be glory to God in the characteristics seen in believers who walk in relation to the will of God.  The thought of sonship is enjoyed in its fulness in that sense, do you think?

M.B.G.      I think so.  What is moral and what is spiritual are very closely linked.  Moral matters have to be resolved for us to enjoy our spiritual blessings and we need to be in a right moral state to actually enjoy the relationship of sonship.  We are sons as the scripture tells us, whether we are enjoying it or not, but to enjoy it, there needs to be right moral conditions in us.

 

Grangemouth

12 November 2022

 


Scripture references

John 13:31-32 (JND) [31] When therefore he was gone out Jesus says, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. [32] If God be glorified in him, God also shall glorify him in himself, and shall glorify him immediately.

Philippians 2:1-11 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; [4] regarding not each his own [qualities], but each those of others also. [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Philippians 2:1-11 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; [4] regarding not each his own [qualities], but each those of others also. [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Revelation 21:9-10 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

2 Corinthians 4:17 (JND) [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory;

Mark 7:37 (JND) [37] and they were astonished above measure, saying, He does all things well; he makes both the deaf to hear, and the speechless to speak.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Ephesians 2:2 (JND) [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience:

Colossians 1:17 (JND) [17] And *he* is before all, and all things subsist together by him.

Ephesians 1:22 (JND) [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly,

John 18:11 (JND) [11] Jesus therefore said to Peter, Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given me, shall I not drink it?

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

Psalms 1:2 (JND) [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

Psalms 2:6 (JND) [6] And *I* have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness.

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

Psalms 1:3 (JND) [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth.

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

John 1:16 (JND) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace.

Daniel 1:8 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.

Romans 8:6 (JND) [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Galatians 5 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage. [2] Behold, I, Paul, say to you, that if ye are circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. [3] And I witness again to every man [who is] circumcised, that he is debtor to do the whole law. …

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Ephesians 4:10 (JND) [10] He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things;

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

John 13:31 (JND) [31] When therefore he was gone out Jesus says, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

1 Corinthians 11:28 (JND) [28] But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup.

Romans 8:13-14 (JND) [13] for if ye live according to flesh, ye are about to die; but if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live: [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God.

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;
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“HE MANIFESTED HIMSELF THUS”

John 21:1-3 (to “We also come with thee”),14

I was thinking, dear brethren, of this manifestation and the gain of it.  It is interesting how John, by the Spirit of course, so many years after they occurred, recalls these manifestations and the way the Lord was manifested each time.  It raises the question with us as to whether we can recall what happened even last Lord’s day.  John says, “And he manifested himself thus”.  Well, how did the Lord manifest Himself last to the saints in Birmingham or in Malvern?  With John the manifestation is distinct and he gives us the impression that the Lord is very ready to manifest Himself: he says it “is already the third time”.  Whether it was week by week we do not know, but the Lord did manifest Himself the third time although, dear brethren, they had all gone a little astray.

I think we have to allow – I suggest it and I would submit it for the brethren’s judgment – for the Lord’s sovereignty in manifestation, because this third time they had all come under a lead, or an influence, that was not what it should have been.  They not only came under the influence of it but they said, ‘We will go too’.  I do not think that is unknown in our experience.  Still, the Lord manifested Himself to them and it does seem to me, beloved, that we should not have too much difficulty, on the basis of this scripture, as to whether the Lord did manifest Himself to us in a past decade.  At one of the previous manifestations at least one of the twelve was missing, and John recalls these facts and they are recalled for us by the Spirit for our teaching.  Each one was distinct; you can hardly think of the Lord coming in in exactly the same manner and leaving exactly the same impression.  There is no lack with Him; there is an abundance, beloved, of what he would convey to us, impressions of His glory, of some particular aspect of His work, some particular facet of what He is to the Father, maybe, what He is as Firstborn among many brethren.  I would like to be able to say more definitely, ‘He manifested Himself thus’.

But He came; how long it was between the second and third we do not know but it was long enough for Peter to feel again the pull of the sea.  That is a well-known thing of course.  A poet wrote some lines on ‘Sea Fever’:

‘I must go down to the seas again,

   To the lonely sea and the sky,

And all I ask is a tall ship

   And a star to steer her by’.

We all have a ‘pull’, beloved, and we should face it and we should identify it and discover whether it is pulling us in the right direction; whether it is pulling us closer to Christ and to His things or whether it is pulling us away.  It may be legitimate.  It may be something that in measure we have to fill out, but we have to watch any influence that may pull us away from what is really our chief interest.  Beloved, let it be so, our chief interest.  Did not the psalmist speak about that (see Ps.137:6)?

Well, Peter did succumb, but he did not succumb again after this, I think.  The Lord manifested Himself the third time and subsequently He went on high and Peter and the others remained at Jerusalem.  For ten whole days Peter stayed there.  I think it might be right to say that this third manifestation had the effect of settling Peter.  It says, “where were staying” (Acts 1:13): in that upper room they stayed.  The Lord did not come, the Spirit had not come, and for ten days they waited.  I love to think of this, beloved.  Peter in Jerusalem, landlocked, and for those ten days he withstood the pull of the sea.  He stayed in the upper room, and I would suggest that he had received the benefit of the Lord’s manifesting Himself the third time.

So a manifestation is to have an effect on us, a permanent and abiding effect.  I am not saying it is not also to have a special effect on the week; I think it is, I think one would see that if one were more ready to discern it.  The Lord would give a pointer: the way He manifests Himself would be a pointer for the week because He sees ahead, even if we do not; but it is also to have an abiding effect.  So that the next time He comes, we are, so to speak, more in tune, more ready, more in spiritual form, more alert to discern Him and say, ‘Yes, it was certainly thus that He came’.  One feels how nebulous one can be.  ‘Yes, we had a good impression’.  What was it?  We have to stop and think.  “He manifested himself thus”.  May we be helped to receive clear and definite and distinct impressions as the Lord comes amongst us, for His name’s sake.

Birmingham

27 March 1978

 

Norman T Meek

 

(Copied from ‘Raising the Level’ p.237-239)

 

 


Scripture references

John 21:1-3 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing.

Psalms 137:6 (JND) [6] If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to my palate: if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

Acts 1:13 (JND) [13] And when they were come into [the city], they went up to the upper chamber, where were staying both Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James [son] of Alphaeus, and Simon the zealot, and Jude [the brother] of James.
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