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THE AREA OF THE ANOINTING

A. P. Devenish 

Genesis 7: 11–16; Psalm 131: 1–3; 133: 1–3; Acts 16: 6–9 

It is in mind, beloved brethren, to speak on the one hand about limitation, and on the other about what God may work out within what is limited. We might say, of course, that God can do everything; He is not limited; but it does say that it is impossible God should lie (see Hebrews 6: 18); it brings out what God is morally. In Genesis Jehovah shut Noah in, involving a circumscribed area in which he was to operate, corresponding no doubt to the way the Lord Jesus operated in the allotment given to Him of the Father; it says in the beginning of Acts, “It is not yours to know times or seasons, which the Father has placed in his own authority”, (Acts 1: 7). In relation to those who sought a place on His right hand and left hand, He said, It is not mine to give. A remarkable thing that the Lord Jesus, great Person that He is, should be pleased to operate in the allotment given to Him of His Father; not in any sense resenting it, but in the unselfishness of love seeking to, as He did, fill out His wonderful mission. 

So we might say the ark resting on Ararat is representative of the dispensation which is in faith, and the power is in the Spirit. The dove comes into that chapter, and here every feature of life is attracted to Noah. They all came to Noah; he is the centre, the attractive centre, not only of his immediate family but each and all the animals, and they all come to him, every bird of every wing, they all went to Noah into the ark. The Lord Jesus 

became the centre of attraction in John 1. It is very interesting to see various features of life responding to Christ and moving towards Him. “Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard this from John and followed him”. He was a follower—how attractive to be a follower characteristically of Christ. “He first finds his own brother Simon”; so too he is a finder. What a fine feature of life to seek out a brother. Also he is a finder of the Messias—Andrew evidently was convicted as to who Jesus was, “We have found Messias (which being interpreted is Christ)”; perhaps a limited impression, but still an impression of Christ. And he led him to Jesus. 

Can we do that? How I would love to have the ability to lead the saints to Christ—not self, but Christ! “Jesus looking at him said, Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which being interpreted is stone)”. Jesus sees and names what Peter would become as the product of divine workmanship. There is something stable and permanent about a stone, in direct contrast to what Simon was naturally. Is this not too a feature of life? Peter himself speaks about living stones. The whole section suggests movement in relation to. 

Christ; Christ the attractive centre for our affections, everything carried through in relation to His influence and attractiveness. We never want to get away from that. We are to go forth to Him without the camp. Peter says, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast words of life eternal’ (John 6: 68). It is a wonderful thing to freshly be reminded that Christ is the great gathering centre. Paul speaks in Thessalonians of “our gathering together to him” (2 Thessalonians 2: 1)—to Him! What a day that will be! But in a sense it is to be known and enjoyed in the assembly, in the power of the Spirit. 

It is a time of faith, you see; when the ark was uncovered it was a time of sight, which looks forward to the millennial day. But it is a time of faith now. The cloud received Him out of their sight, but following the reference to the Father having times and seasons in His own authority, the Lord says, “but ye will receive power, the Holy Spirit having come upon you”. 

It is wonderful, I think, what can be realized through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in this time of faith, as Peter says, “whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom though not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with the glory”, 1 Peter 1: 8. 

So it is very interesting to see that every feature of life is drawn to Christ, and every feature of life is carried through under His influence and care. I have often thought of the scripture where David says to Abiathar, “for with me thou art in safe keeping” (1 Samuel 22: 23)—

with me; he makes himself accountable. Are the saints in safe keeping in our hands? They are in safe keeping in the hands of the good Shepherd; are they in safe keeping in our hands? 

There may be in the young ones an expression of life Godward. It says about the child of Jeroboam that there is found something good in him toward Jehovah the God of Israel (see 1 

Kings 14: 13), something good; so he received a burial, that is, typically, he was baptised in the light of the death of Christ so that what was good would be preserved; it would not be spoiled. The truth of baptism needs to be maintained among us so that the world and its things may not be allowed. As one has said, the Red Sea was not only to be the way out of Egypt, but it hindered them from going back. You do not want that something good—and how often we have seen it—something good, some evidence of life, spoiled, not available for the service of God. How He 

misses it, to see a young one going away. We feel it; we feel it as parents, and we feel it as local brethren, but God feels it. Something good; He would want us to see that it is in safe keeping, With me, David says, thou art in safe keeping. 

Well, these are lovely features of life that are expressed, that Noah brings through under his influence. God says to Abraham, “Take me a heifer of three years old” (Genesis 15: 9); the heifer would be here I suppose. It says, male and female. Three years old is a mature feature of life. The heifer would represent ardent affection. Well, how little that characterises some of us, but it is to be seen; it was seen in Jesus, every subjective feature was seen in Jesus; ardent affection was seen in Him. It was seen in many others that were drawn to Him; the woman in Luke 7—ardent affection, the heifer, she loved much. The Lord said, “Seest thou this woman?” (Luke 7: 44); you see, she came under His influence and she would, I think, be in the upper room, you know; I think she would be one of the one hundred and twenty perhaps. How that feature of life, the heifer, would be seen in her; how He would value her love! How He values our love! It says the love of the most shall grow cold (see Matthew 24: 12). What is it with us? Is there ardent affection for Christ?—ardent affection. 

Following the heifer is a she-goat. How often we resent the truth of separation; how we resent it and how often we are not separate. In seeking to get away from the extreme line that came amongst us, that went beyond the truth, how many of us have slipped back from the teaching of the Scriptures, and are socializing with the world and, I think, being defiled by it. A she-goat, I think, would be more than just the acceptance of the obligation to be separate; it would involve something subjective, that we not only refuse to do evil but we shrink 

from evil; it would involve holiness. We not only recognize the righteous obligation, but there is something subjective worked out in our souls by the Holy Spirit that would cause us to shrink from evil and cleave to what is good. The Lord loved righteousness and He hated lawlessness. So Paul appeals to the Corinthians, “Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers; for what participation is there between righteousness and lawlessness? or what fellowship of light with darkness? and what consent of Christ with Beliar, or what part for a believer along with an unbeliever? and what agreement of God’s temple with idols? for ye are the living God’s temple, according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people. Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith the Lord, and touch not what is unclean, and I will receive you; and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”, 2 Corinthians 6: 14–18. 

How attractively the truth is presented, and yet how definite Paul is as to the truth of separation. It is not to be diluted in any way because God seeks to walk among us and He says, “I will receive you ... and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”. I would encourage the brethren to think of these things, what the Lord has brought through, we might say, and we are not to give it up in any sense, in any way. But it is not to be a merely mental or outward assent to the truth, but a she-goat would involve what is worked out subjectively in my soul. I believe it would be at the cross, as we tarry at the cross; the holiness of Jesus when He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. The presence in our hearts of the Holy Spirit surely has in mind formation, so that 

we shrink from what is unholy, what is defiling, nor give way to socializing with the world and adopting its things, saying, ‘Well, we are not restricted any more; no more restrictions; that is all part of the sixties’. Beloved brethren, the greatest things of God are to be enjoyed by those who are separated, separated, from what is unholy and separated to God in holy consecration, and He says, “I will receive you; and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters”; it is wonderful what God would be to us. 

Then, in Genesis 15, you get a ram, three years old; the Lord Jesus typically is referred to as a ram caught in a thicket in Genesis 22. The thicket, I suppose, alluding to the Roman power, looking on to when He was held, but consecrated to the will of God; He says, Not as I will, but as Thou wilt. It is wonderful to see how He was held, held by God’s will; held it may be by cruel and wicked hands and nailed to a cross, but inwardly He was the burnt-offering; He was devoted without reserve to the carrying out of God’s will. Well, something of this too is to mark us, the readiness to be devoted unreservedly to God’s will. Then I think what is progenitive is in mind, that there should be fruit. I believe there is to be fruit among us; we are to see evidences of fruit coming to light. Perhaps we are lacking in faith—how often we are lacking in faith. Lacking, too, in devotion that there may be fruitfulness, that our localities may be fruitful; that we may be setting on something in the local setting which may affect the hearts of the brethren towards God. It is wonderful to get in the company of persons whose lives are consecrated to Jesus, whose lives are consecrated to God. God’s will must cost us something: it cost Jesus so much. He shrank from going into the dreadful article of death; He shrank from being made sin; His holy soul, we might say, shrank from the terrible 

prospect that was before Him, but He was held in His love for God. 

Well, I just suggest these things. There is a great need to keep every lovely feature of life that comes into expression; it is a tremendous sorrow when it is lost; you know, in a sense it is something that cannot be duplicated; the variety that is here is remarkable, the variety of life that is in our local gatherings. In a sense, if a beloved brother is taken to be with the Lord that same expression of life will never be seen again. Beloved Mr. Lyon shone in his devoted love for the Lord, a feature of life, you might say, that came into expression that will never be seen again in quite the same way. So it is with every beloved brother and sister, young or old; the Lord has in mind to bring into expression a feature of life that reflects the glory of Jesus in quite an unusual way if you let yourself be amenable in the hands of the Spirit for such an expression. Well, we often admire it in one another, admire what God has done, admire what the work of God is in all its preciousness in the brethren. You know, that is our life, is it not? 

our enjoyment, our inheritance. 

Well, let us be like David, let us be sure that it is in safe keeping, whether in our households or in the local assembly, that because of strife and conflict these beloved young people may not be discouraged. Can we continue with what is positive though facing issues that arise among us, providing food and help for the brethren, so that these beloved young brethren will be encouraged to go on in the truth, that something attractive may be seen? They may say, Oh, I am not going out tonight; there is going to be trouble! Well, how sorrowful that is! 

What a shame to those of us who are older; what a shame! How much do we value what is good, something good towards Jehovah 

the God of Israel; something good has come to light; can we encourage it? Can things not become attractive among us as we make way for, and are amenable to, the Spirit? Every meeting, I think, should bear some distinctive impression of Christ. 

I just refer to the Psalms. A scripture in Romans would perhaps bear on what is in mind, it says, “For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith” (Romans 12: 3); then it goes on to speak about having different gifts, “according to the grace which has been given to us, whether it be prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith”, and so on. There is a great need, I think, for us to function in relation to the place that God has given us. There is no value in not functioning, not coming forward in relation to what the Lord has given us, if He has given us something, which I believe He has given to each. The psalmist says, “Jehovah, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty; neither do I exercise myself in great matters, and in things too wonderful for me” (Psalm 131: 1). This is an expression of a lowly, self-judged person; he says, “Surely I have restrained and composed my soul, like a weaned child with its mother” (Psalm 131: 2). I believe there is a great need, beloved brethren, for our simply doing, by the Spirit, what is ours to do; not going outside of it, but doing what we have to do well. It says of Jesus in Mark 7: 37 that He did all things well; that is the servant’s gospel; great levitical principles come to light in Mark’s gospel; the Lord did not begin His public service until John was in prison; that is a levitical principle that Mark brings forward. 

So we can spiritually fill our place and contribute to the well-being of the beloved saints. 

There is no value in modesty in a false sense; Paul says, “By 

God’s grace I am what I am”, 1 Corinthians 15: 10. One has said it is not low thoughts of self, but no thoughts of self; that is true humility. 

There is a great need for brethren to come forward and do what the Lord has given them to do, but then not to presume to go beyond that or outside of that. Of course in this time of smallness we may be required to do the work of an evangelist; it may not have been Timothy’s gift, but in times of smallness, when there are not many available, we may need to do the work of an evangelist. I do not think Timothy would say he was an evangelist, but in simplicity it needed to be done, so he would do it. One would suggest that, within the measure that God has given us, the measure of faith, the measure of grace, we may, as Paul said to one, “Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it” (Colossians 4: 17); and then to Timotheus who was a timid man, he says, “For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1: 6) Paul’s impress, you see, was there. In the first epistle it is related to the hands of the presbytery, the elders, but in the second epistle it is “my hands”; Paul had put his impress on Timothy, he was his beloved child; he says, “Be not ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner” (2 Timothy 1: 8), and then he says later, 

“Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, 2 Timothy 2: 3. One has often wondered why he was not in the prison at Philippi, although introduced at the beginning of Acts 16; it may be he needed the exhortation to take his share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

There is a great need therefore for each of us to find, in our relations with the Lord, what He has given us, and by the Spirit to fill it out and to do what we have to do well. As there is no place for arrogance, or pride, or forcing ourselves 

into positions that we are not equal for, so there is no place for false modesty and humility; we can just be what we are. So I believe there is need for restraint, yet there is need for liberty. If Paul was present at the Supper, as beloved Mr. Taylor said, he would wait on him to give thanks at the table. There would be restraint, restraint in the ministry meeting, the prophetic meeting for ministry, restraint, and yet liberty, sensitiveness—one sitting by has a revelation—have we ever experienced that? Perhaps not, because we have been so busy, so intent on bringing forward our carefully considered word; restraint and yet liberty. It is a wonderful thing to be in God’s house where God’s presence is; surely we need to be careful in His presence, but there is to be holy liberty. I believe, beloved brethren, we need to flow with the Spirit, if I may so speak, in all of our occasions. It does not matter if we have four scriptures and we only finish two, does it? Are we disappointed that we did not get quite through that carefully thought-out meeting? We did not get that last thought that we thought would be so beneficial to the brethren! It is so needed, beloved, that in our meetings something should happen amongst us that would quicken our affections towards Christ and towards one another, and we need to be just available and to be free, and yet careful in God’s presence, ready for a revelation to one sitting by, ready for that. How much better to make room for what the Spirit of God is doing through another— that would be for the blessing and benefit of the saints. 

I read in Psalm 133 because the anointing goes to the hem of the garment. Paul says, “so also is the Christ”, alluding to the anointed system. As has been said, there would be no stray ends, it is “the hem of his garment”; everything would be gathered up, you may say, compact, and we do not want to get outside of the area of the anointing, 

especially in ministry. Oh, you say, somebody said it many years ago and it must be right. 

We would not in any sense discredit the reliable ministries that we have amongst us, and we should take full advantage of them, but there is something in this matter of the anointing, that we stay within the area of the anointing; we do not go outside of that. Surely we should feel if the Spirit is not with us; the Spirit is not prepared to identify Himself with any novel ministry that is outside of the anointing. How Peter, you see, carefully kept within the ministry that was given to him; the revelation that he received in Matthew 16 was, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16: 16), but Paul was the one that brought out the truth as to the Son of God. What I am suggesting is that we need to be consciously in the area of the anointing, and thus there would be a measure of power and effectiveness in service. Think of how Peter got out of the area of the anointing, got into circumstances in which in no sense could the Spirit of God be identified with him in denying the Lord. They said to him, Thou art one of them; he said, No! He denied with a curse—what testimony could he be in such circumstances? He could only acknowledge, as he did, his failure; when he was tested he was unequal to being faithful to Christ. He got outside of the anointing too when he surrendered to the Judaisers and Paul had to rebuke him. But then he is not offended, you see; he gets the gain of Paul’s rebuke and later says, “Our beloved brother Paul”. O, beloved brethren, that the relationships of the brethren may be such in brotherly confidence, respect and affection that they can stand the test of faithfulness and the brotherly affectionate side not be lost. 

Well, I believe that the Lord might direct us a little in relation to remaining in the area of the anointing, that we may be concerned about this in all our activities, the anointing involving what the 

Spirit can identify Himself with in a measure of power in view of results. 

I read about Paul just in closing because he moves with the Spirit sensitively; it says, “and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them”. They had “attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them”, and earlier it says, “having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia”. How sensitive a vessel! How sensitive Paul was to the Spirit’s current operations. It says later that they concluded “that the Lord had called us to announce to them”—that is the Macedonians—“the glad tidings” (Acts 16: 10). So I believe there is a great need, one would speak for oneself, to be sensitive to the direction of the Spirit. Why did the Spirit say, You go to Macedonia; you go into Europe? He had in mind the development of the truth in Europe. There was no Jewish synagogue, as we know, in Philippi, there was nothing to impede, in the way of prejudice, the flow of the truth as to the assembly; but it says he was “forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia”, then “the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them”—both negative; but then it says, “concluding”, spiritual conclusion—“that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings”. What a sensitive matter this is as to the direction in which the testimony was to flow, and heaven was intent in relation to this. 

I do not think there is any thought of our being free-lances, you know; I do not think so. I think we need great help to be sensitive to the Spirit and to be able to come to a spiritual conclusion, involving that we are wisdom’s children, involving that we have the mind of Christ. You might say that is a very presumptuous thing to say, but I think it is in view. I would not say I have it. Paul says, “We have the mind of Christ” (see 

1 Corinthians 2: 16), that is, the thinking faculty. I think the Spirit of God would help us to have that before us, that we have the mind of Christ, not my mind operating in the things of God. Paul says, “Since Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness” (1 Corinthians 1: 22, 23), but then he goes on to say, “Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (verse 25). I believe the Lord would help us to get to what is spiritual, a spiritual conclusion. We are wisdom’s children; we are not exactly looking for some extraordinary intervention that is going to set everything right immediately—the Jews seek a sign. If the Lord had come in in great pomp and glory into Jerusalem perhaps they would have received Him; that is what would appeal to them; to come in as a lowly Babe in Bethlehem’s manger was an offence to them. Perhaps we seek a sign, but I think there is something subjective that needs to be worked out in our souls by the Spirit, so that we can come to a spiritual conclusion as we follow the indications of the Spirit of God. 

Human wisdom is no value in the things of God, no value; but Paul says, “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. It is available to us; He has been “made to us wisdom from God”. It is a wonderful thing, you know, in our local matters to realize that Christ has been made to us wisdom from God, and He is a great spiritual resource. The cup-bearer shut him out, he forgot him, forgot Joseph, left him in prison; he received the benefits of Joseph’s service, came into the gain of the wisdom that Joseph had; but when a difficult matter came up that had to be resolved, he remembered him, he remembered his offences it says (see 

Genesis 41: 9). And what happened was Joseph came out of prison. What I mean is, we may exclude the Lord Jesus, we may exclude Christ, we may exclude the wisdom that comes from God by endeavouring to work out things for ourselves in our own human ability and knowledge; and to all intents and purposes Christ is not available in His wisdom. Well, I would suggest to the brethren that there is a great need for us to see that the wisdom that is available to us in Christ is drawn upon. But then Paul has more in mind than that, he has in mind that we are wisdom’s children. You do not need direction for everything; we get indications, you get suggestions, in Acts 16, but Paul comes to a spiritual conclusion, a spiritual conclusion as one of wisdom’s children, as one who had the mind of Christ. It is something developed subjectively by the Spirit that we will be persons who would have God’s answer in view of the many things that are outstanding amongst us. 

Well, one would just suggest these things that the brethren might be encouraged, that we may seek to flow along with the Spirit in all our activities, to fill out the place that has been given to us in humility, but with energy and affection, to contribute to the progress of God’s work among the brethren, and to keep in safety the precious features of life, particularly among our young brethren, that these features may not be lost to us. Would it not be something worth seeking after to have the spirit of the shepherd? You say, I would rather be a prophet, I would rather be a teacher, but I think every one of us should desire to have the spirit of a shepherd to care for the sheep. Peter was charged to shepherd the sheep and to feed the lambs; that is the charge that he was given when he was adjusted by the Lord Jesus in John 21. Well, may we be thus encouraged, beloved brethren, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Redbridge
8 December 1984 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 7:11-16 (JND) [11] In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that same day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. [12] And the pour of rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. [13] On the same day went Noah, and Shem and Ham and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark; [14] they, and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and all fowl after its kind every bird of every wing. [15] And they went to Noah, into the ark, two and two of all flesh, in which was the breath of life. [16] And they that came, came male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him. And Jehovah shut him in.

Psalms 131:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Jehovah, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty; neither do I exercise myself in great matters, and in things too wonderful for me. [2] Surely I have restrained and composed my soul, like a weaned child with its mother: my soul within me is as a weaned child. [3] Let Israel hope in Jehovah, from henceforth and for evermore.

Psalms 133:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

Acts 16:6-9 (JND) [6] And having passed through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, [7] having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; [8] and having passed by Mysia they descended to Troas. [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us.

Hebrews 6:18 (JND) [18] that by two unchangeable things, in which [it was] impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us,

Acts 1:7 (JND) [7] And he said to them, It is not yours to know times or seasons, which the Father has placed in his own authority;

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 6:68 (JND) [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (JND) [1] Now we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him,

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

1 Samuel 22:23 (JND) [23] Abide with me, fear not; for he that seeks my life seeks thy life; for with me thou art in safe keeping.

Genesis 15:9 (JND) [9] And he said to him, Take me a heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:44 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair.

Matthew 24:12 (JND) [12] and because lawlessness shall prevail, the love of the most shall grow cold;

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (JND) [14] Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers; for what participation [is there] between righteousness and lawlessness? or what fellowship of light with darkness? [15] and what consent of Christ with Beliar, or what part for a believer along with an unbeliever? [16] and what agreement of God's temple with idols? for *ye* are [the] living God's temple; according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people. [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you; [18] and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith [the] Lord Almighty.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Genesis 15 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. …

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Romans 12:3 (JND) [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith.

Psalms 131:1 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Jehovah, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty; neither do I exercise myself in great matters, and in things too wonderful for me.

Psalms 131:2 (JND) [2] Surely I have restrained and composed my soul, like a weaned child with its mother: my soul within me is as a weaned child.

Mark 7:37 (JND) [37] and they were astonished above measure, saying, He does all things well; he makes both the deaf to hear, and the speechless to speak.

1 Corinthians 15:10 (JND) [10] But by God's grace I am what I am; and his grace, which [was] towards me, has not been vain; but I have laboured more abundantly than they all, but not *I*, but the grace of God which [was] with me.

Colossians 4:17 (JND) [17] And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in [the] Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it.

2 Timothy 1:6 (JND) [6] For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

2 Timothy 2:3 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 16:16 (JND) [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Acts 16:10 (JND) [10] And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings.

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:22-23 (JND) [22] Since Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom; [23] but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness;

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Genesis 41:9 (JND) [9] Then spoke the chief of the cup-bearers to Pharaoh, saying, I remember mine offences this day.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …



THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

D. L. Stewart 

Jeremiah 33: 15–22; 35: 18, 19 

What has impressed me in reading these chapters is the thought of faithfulness. That “God is faithful” is one of the outstanding statements of Scripture. The reference in this section to His covenant in respect of the day and His covenant in respect of the night, and His covenant with David, and with the priests the Levites, is a four-fold reference to God’s faithfulness. 

His covenant with the day and the night would go back to Noah’s time when, after God had come in in judgment because of the sin and lawlessness that had manifested itself in mankind. 

He declared that certain things would be continued all the days of the earth (Genesis 8: 22). 

We might say that this covenant was for man, but, even so, what was in mind was that there would always be conditions so that God could work out His own thoughts. These are the conditions in which He has worked creationally, we might say, but also morally—seed time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night. These are all part of the divine arrangement in view of God’s work going on in view of a result for Himself. The Lord says, 

“The night is coming, when no one can work” (John 9: 4), but that does not mean that God does not work. He can work overnight and change things completely as we see in the book of Esther. She asked for one more day and God worked overnight. 

This chapter comes in at the very darkest time in Israel’s history. Jeremiah was shut up in the 

court of the guard, yet that beloved servant of God must have spoken to the nation time after time. The thought of faithfulness would be seen in him at any rate. He held nothing back. He spoke and he spoke and he spoke, like John the baptist who kept on speaking to Herod (Mark 6: 18). In a sense it is like our own day, the end in sight, things broken down so much that there will never be any betterment publicly, yet the Spirit of God goes on speaking. The reference to the Branch, or Sprout, is an allusion to Christ as the One by whom God’s end will be reached with Israel. In the area of devastation God will work by means of the Sprout, the introduction of life, in a day yet to come. It is put down here to God’s faithfulness to David, His covenant with David His servant. God loved David for he set himself to better conditions for God in the midst of Israel, and God never forgot that. God would think much of this too in relation to ourselves, where there is a heart for Him that would seek to provide in our localities conditions in which He can find pleasure. “There shall never fail to David a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel”; that is God’s faithfulness to David. It does not relate to the history of the breakdown since Solomon’s day, it relates to what is in the mind of God and how He is going to finalise things, and yet it is put on the basis that it is because of David’s faithfulness. 

Then it says, “neither shall there fail to the priests the Levites a man before me to offer up burnt-offerings, and to burn oblations, and to do sacrifice continually”. The reference to the Levites would go back to the faithfulness of Levi when Israel broke down in the wilderness so quickly and resorted to the golden calf. The call was for faithfulness and Levi separated himself to Jehovah. Nothing is said in Exodus about a covenant but it says in Deuteronomy 33: 9, 10, “They have observed thy 

word, and kept thy covenant. They shall teach Jacob thine ordinances, and Israel thy law: they shall put incense before thy nostrils, and whole burnt-offering upon thine altar”. God never forgot the faithfulness of Levi and His covenant which He speaks of in Malachi and He is yet to purify the children of Levi as gold and silver and they shall offer unto Jehovah a pure oblation. It relates in our own day to God’s faithfulness to the recovery in which we, through mercy and grace, have part. In it there have been these features of fidelity to God in observing His word and keeping His covenant. The recovery, of course, has been broken into disastrously time after time. The enemy has largely secured his end in the breaking up of things publicly, but God would have in mind that this feature of fidelity that was in the beginning of the recovery will be maintained to the end. His side of it is His faithfulness to His own word to see things through to conclusion. In the end, in spite of all that appears publicly, He is to have, for His pleasure, the kind of manhood that was seen in David as a type, of course, of Christ and the feature of fidelity as in Levi. 

In Jeremiah 35 it is remarkable what comes to light in the Rechabites that represents the principle of fidelity. They were tested in the house of Jehovah, in the chamber of the sons of the man of God, yet maintained their fidelity and were faithful to their father’s word. God takes account of this principle of fidelity with them and says, “There shall not fail to Jonadab the son of Rechab a man to stand before me for ever”. The Lord Jesus speaks about those who keep His commandments and who keep His word. He has His eye upon them. No matter how testing the circumstances, He would have something of that character maintained. It is really an answer to Him who, as the hymn writer says, was ‘faithful amidst unfaithfulness’. 

May 

there be something of this feature of fidelity secured and maintained among the Lord’s people, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Lossiemouth
25 September 1984 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 33:15-22 (JND) [15] In those days, and at that time, will I cause a Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land. [16] In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell in safety. And this is the name wherewith she shall be called: Jehovah our Righteousness. [17] For thus saith Jehovah: There shall never fail to David a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel; [18] neither shall there fail to the priests the Levites a man before me to offer up burnt-offerings, and to burn oblations, and to do sacrifice continually. [19] And the word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah, saying, [20] Thus saith Jehovah: If ye can break my covenant [in respect] of the day, and my covenant [in respect] of the night, so that there should not be day and night in their season, [21] [then] shall also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites, the priests, my ministers. [22] As the host of the heavens cannot be numbered, nor the sand of the sea measured, so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me.

Jeremiah 35:18-19 (JND) [18] And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his injunctions, and have done according unto all that he hath commanded you; [19] therefore thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, There shall not fail to Jonadab the son of Rechab a man to stand before me, for ever.

Genesis 8:22 (JND) [22] Henceforth, all the days of the earth, seed [time] and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease.

John 9:4 (JND) [4] I must work the works of him that has sent me while it is day. [The] night is coming, when no one can work.

Mark 6:18 (JND) [18] For John said to Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have the wife of thy brother.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Deuteronomy 33:9-10 (JND) [9] Who said to his father and to his mother, I see him not, And he acknowledged not his brethren, And knew not his own children; For they have observed thy word, And kept thy covenant. [10] They shall teach Jacob thine ordinances, And Israel thy law: They shall put incense before thy nostrils, And whole burnt-offering upon thine altar.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Jeremiah 35 (JND) [1] The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, the king of Judah, saying, [2] Go to the house of the Rechabites, and speak with them, and bring them into the house of Jehovah, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. [3] And I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites, …



WHAT IS BETTER AND ETERNAL

J. D. Newberry 

Hebrews 9: 11–15 

I was encouraged, beloved brethren, to read these scriptures as our brother spoke of going forth; it is a great thing to have come to. Here it speaks of good things and better things; as has been said, taking account of Moses, it must have cost something for the people to go forth to him without the camp, and it is after that that it speaks of the “tabernacle of the testimony”; it became a testimony. It becomes a test for us, but then it is a testimony, it is a public matter. 

Here it says, “But Christ being come high priest of the good things to come, by the better and more perfect tabernacle not made with hand”. That is that the greatness of Christianity is this, that He has taken away the first in order that He may establish the second. It surely should affect us as to how He has done it; it says it is not by the blood of goats and calves, “but by his own blood”. Think of it—“but by his own blood, has entered in once for all into the holy of holies”. With regard to the priest of old, as our brother has said, he could only go in once a year and that not without blood; but here, because of what has been secured by one blessed Man, we can go in at any time. Paul says, “Having, therefore, brethren, boldness for 

entering into the holy of holies” (Hebrews 10: 19); there are no limitations, you can go in at any time, no matter what circumstances may arise, or where we are, you can just draw into your own closet, as it were, and get down before the Lord and get a sense of what it is just to be in the holy of holies. 

What I had in mind is what we have been brought into. It speaks of “the good things to come”, then of what is “better”, and then of what is “eternal”. It speaks of “an eternal redemption”, then it speaks of “the eternal Spirit”; then it speaks further on of the “eternal inheritance”. What system in this world could present such things to us? I think the Spirit of God would help us tonight just to get a sense of His “having found an eternal redemption”. 

Nobody can raise a question, nobody can point an accusing finger at us; everything has been secured in Christ and by Christ. Then think of Him “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”. It reminds you of the perfection of Christ here in manhood, a blessed Man in holy perfection and holy dependence. It is said of Him, just as He was going into His public service, that He was “carried up into the wilderness by the Spirit” (Matthew 4: 1), and here, at the end of His service, “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”. 

Well, what has He secured? He has secured the new covenant. We know that Israel will come into it in a day to come, but I think the Spirit would give us a sense and an experience of it at the present time. So we become worshippers. 

In earlier times no one has had worship in the sense that we have it at the present time; because of where Christ is the blessed Spirit has come, so we have the sense of being brought in as having been purified, our conscience purified from dead works to worship. A worshipper is not occupied with himself and his circumstances but has his eyes fixed on 

Christ and on God. So the great thing is that we get a sense of what we have been brought into. What we have been brought into is connected with what is eternal. It is not connected with time and what is marked by sight. What is marked by time are the sorrows of the testimony—and who does not feel them? But I think the blessed Spirit would serve us at the present time that we might get a sense in our souls of what is eternal. 

This “eternal inheritance” is not in natural things. We normally only come into an inheritance after a person dies; this inheritance is a fact because Christ has died and is where He is, and the blessed Spirit has come. The saints are to have a conscious sense of having the love of God in their hearts, and thus come into all this. The great end, as our brother said, would be that He may have a greater place in our hearts and affections, that we might be more devoted and that there may be a fuller response to Christ, because it is through Christ and by one Spirit that we have access to the Father. But the great end is this, that God might have His portion as it says, “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages, Amen”, Ephesians 3: 21. Well, may the Lord help us and encourage us, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z., 4 October 1983 

(The two other words given on this occasion were printed in the April issue). 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 9:11-15 (JND) [11] But Christ being come high priest of the good things to come, by the better and more perfect tabernacle not made with hand, (that is, not of this creation,) [12] nor by blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, has entered in once for all into the [holy of] holies, having found an eternal redemption. [13] For if the blood of goats and bulls, and a heifer's ashes sprinkling the defiled, sanctifies for the purity of the flesh, [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God? [15] And for this reason he is mediator of a new covenant, so that, death having taken place for redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, the called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

Hebrews 10:19 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus,

Matthew 4:1 (JND) [1] Then Jesus was carried up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted of the devil:

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).



FRAGRANCE FOR CHRIST

I was tired and sat down under the shadow of the great pines in a Swedish forest, glad to find such a cool retreat from the boiling sun. I had 

not been there long before I noticed a fragrant smell and wondered what it could be and where it came from. No Mareschal Neil rose grew on that barren soil, nor could the sun penetrate the shades of the forest to extract its perfume even if it did. I looked round, and found by my side a tiny flower about half the size of a daisy, nearly hidden from view by the moss. It was the little Linnea flower. Oh, how fragrant it smelt; again and again I put it up to my nose, enjoying the smell. I looked up and thanked God for the tiny flower so insignificant, growing in a wild, almost untrodden, forest, yet bringing cheer and refreshment to me. 

I thought, Why is it so obscure when it is a flower with such fragrance, and surely worthy of a place in the most stately grounds? I learned a lesson from it and it spoke powerfully to my heart. I thought, If I cannot be a pine in God’s forest, I may be a tiny flower to send forth the fragrance of Jesus in this world of sadness. 

There is a tendency in our hearts to desire to be, or to do, something great. We are not content, like the little Linnea flower, to send forth fragrance in obscurity. I have often met the Lord’s people despondent over the apparent uselessness of their lives. They cannot point to some great feat accomplished for the Lord. It has never been theirs to preach to thousands, nor have they the remembrance of having done anything worthy of record. 

It is written, “Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not”, Jeremiah 45: 5. Beloved fellow believer, let me tell you it is possible for you to be fragrant in this world. Keep close to Christ, walk in happy communion with Him, let your heart drink in His love, and you will be fragrant 

to Him. Could you conceive anything greater than that? No eye may see you but His, no heart appreciate your act or thought but His, yet, how precious, I can be fragrant to the Lord Jesus. 

Nothing, surely, is so delightful to Him as to have you and me walking with Himself. If this is so, we shall surely come in contact with some weary soul who needs refreshment. We can speak, and in such a way that there will be a Christ-likeness about us. 

Dear fellow-believer, let us give up the disappointing business of self-occupation; let us be done with self, important self or worthless self. As long as we are occupied with self, we are not occupied with Christ. True greatness is the measure we have, by the Spirit, of His presence. 

“Thy name is an ointment poured forth”. When He was down here He was not great as man counts greatness. His life was a life of obscurity. He chose no place of prominence. When by force they would make Him king, He retired; when His brethren pressed Him to go up to the feast to do some great miracle and make Himself prominent, He answered, “My time is not yet come”. To do His Father’s will was His commanding business. Oh, that “plant of renown” (Ezekiel 34: 29), that “root out of dry ground” (Isaiah 53: 2), who could say, “All my springs are in thee”, Psalm 87: 7. What fragrance came forth from Him! Those who were far from God could smell the holy perfume and say, “Never man spoke thus, as this man speaks”, John 7: 46. The heartless Pilate had to say, “I find no fault in him”, John 19: 6. The centurion at the cross had to confess that, “Certainly this was a righteous man”, Luke 23: 47 

(A.V.). Others could but marvel at the gracious words that proceeded from His lips. None could come into His presence without smelling the 

fragrant odours of love, compassion and tenderness. The wickedness of the human heart, which He met on every hand, only disclosed His preciousness more and more. Let us not, then, be despondent over what we are and what we are not. Let our attention be more than ever directed to Him, so that, as He fills the vision, everything else may vanish. As His sweetness fills the soul, so will His fragrance flow forth from us as the outcome of communion with Him. 

May the Lord then so attract our hearts to Himself that, like the little Linnea flower, sending forth its odour in the untrodden forest, we may send forth, by His Spirit, something of His fragrance in this world where He is not. 

(Author unknown) 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 45:5 (JND) [5] And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek [them] not; for behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith Jehovah; but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou shalt go.

Ezekiel 34:29 (JND) [29] And I will raise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the ignominy of the nations any more.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Psalms 87:7 (JND) [7] As well the singers as the dancers [shall say], All my springs are in thee.

John 7:46 (JND) [46] The officers answered, Never man spoke thus, as this man [speaks].

John 19:6 (JND) [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him.

Luke 23:47 (JND) [47] Now the centurion, seeing what took place, glorified God, saying, In very deed this man was just.



EXTRACT

C.A.M. 

As to Numbers 5, do you not think it results in comfort to the man who trespassed, when the fifth part is added to the principal? Also there is really gain to the priestly element amongst the saints? 

JT That is the thing to be noted; we are not impoverished by trespasses of this kind. 

There is sorrow connected with them but through reparation being made the saints are enriched. I believe the assembly was enriched by the outcome of Peter’s guilt. He went out and wept bitterly, we are told; then the Lord, as risen, appeared to him. The saints were enriched, when as gathered they were speaking about this very thing; saying, “The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon”. They were enriched in the sense of grace. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 43, p.190) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ

 


Scripture references

Numbers 5 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is defiled by a dead person: [3] both male and female shall ye put out; outside the camp shall ye put them, that they defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell. …
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