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THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF THE DESERT

W. Lamont 

Isaiah 35: 1–4; Mark 1: 35; 6: 31; Luke 1: 80; Acts 8: 26; Galatians 1: 15–20 

From these scriptures read I would like to make the desert an attractive place to you. I understand from those who have been in such circumstances that deserts are naturally very unattractive places, unfruitful, nothing that would appeal. I want to bring out that the thought of a desert, as applied morally, can become exceedingly attractive and is very necessary in our soul history. 

Isaiah 35 shows what God will yet do in Jesus Christ’s day, because that is what is referred to here, the time when the Lord Jesus will reign on this earth—and that time is not far distant. 

The world and its affairs, its administration day by day, week by week, and year by year is getting more and more out of control. We all know that this world, as a system, is heading for judgment, the judgment of God, but what I want to speak about is what God will yet do in an area that is barren, an area that is fruitless and unproductive. “The wilderness and the dry land shall be gladdened”—what an attractive thought! “And the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose”. God will bring out of an area that in itself is totally unattractive and unproductive an area that will produce in fruitfulness under the administration of one blessed, perfect Man. 

The other scriptures read bring out how we would apply it in a moral sense. It was also literal in the scriptures read, primarily in regard to the Lord Jesus Himself. Mark says, “And rising in the morning long before day, he went out and went away into a desert place, and there prayed”. The question arises, Why did the Lord Jesus do this? He could have prayed where He was. Elsewhere we know He went into the garden, He went to the Mount of Olives, but in this instance He went away out into the desert in the morning, long before day, with the specific end in view that He might pray. Oh, the dependent Man! Luke brings it out in a fuller way, telling us that He prayed all night (see Luke 6: 12). Who here has had that experience I wonder? We see the perfect character of the Lord’s manhood, that such a one as He prayed all night the One in whom dwells “all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2: 9); God as to His Person, God over all blessed for ever, in manhood in a desert praying all night—going into that unattractive area early in the morning, long before day. Earlier in Mark it says He was with the wild beasts (see Mark 1: 13). What a scene to contemplate! The One who created all things, the One who upholds all things by the word of His power, found in a desert with the wild beasts. Mark speaks about the gospel being preached to the whole creation, he brings that in at the end of his book. But there was the Lord Jesus, in those unattractive, restricted circumstances with the wild beasts. What kind of beasts they were, who knows? One thing is certain; they would not be wild in His presence. 

In Mark 1: 35 He “went away into a desert place, and there prayed”. And Simon and those with Him went after Him and found Him. What it must have meant to these men to find the Lord there in the desert praying; what an impression it must have left on their hearts to find the Lord Jesus in such circumstances! Then He says to them, “Let us go elsewhere into the neighbouring country towns, that I may preach there also”. The Lord comes from that 

area of dependence on God, in prayer, into public service. There is a lesson in that for us, beloved brethren; if we do anything, in any small way, do we attempt to do it in the flesh or in the power of what is natural, or do we come from the presence of God to do or say what is to be done or said in a dependent manner in the very way, in our measure, in which this blessed One did it Himself? 

Mark 6 applies very much to our own time. “For those coming and those going were many”. 

We live in a day when very many people do not know whether they are coming or going. Get into the presence of God, as the psalmist did when he said, “Then understood I their end” (see Psalm 73: 17). So the Lord considers for them here. What a Man our Saviour is! He considers for us, He has provided for us all that we need. He is thinking of His disciples here, “And they related to him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught”. It does not say He congratulated them on it. He just says, “Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest a little”—away from all the activity—it must be a necessary experience in our souls to find what it is to be alone with the Lord. It is only as proving and experiencing His company that we become like Him. No one will ever become like Jesus simply by reading about Him. If you want to be like that blessed Man it will only be by proving the blessedness of His own company in circumstances where there is nothing to distract. That is another feature of the desert—there is nothing to distract you there, nothing to occupy your attention, nothing of the world, nothing of the affairs of men—you are alone with the Lord. It says, 

“And they had not leisure even to eat”—sometimes you find that; you even have to rush your meal in modern life, sometimes for days on end your life is so busy you have hardly time to pause; but the Lord considers for us, “Come ye yourselves 

apart into a desert place and rest a little”. We just need to pause sometimes, beloved brethren; we can become so feverish in our activities, but the Lord would say, Come and rest a while; just slow down a bit; just pause and consider; learn in My company—learn from Me. 

We read in Luke about John the baptist. “And the child grew and was strengthened in spirit; and he was in the deserts until the day of his shewing to Israel”. I do not suppose anyone here would have liked the experience of having been brought up in a desert; but I want to apply it morally. John the baptist was a man who grew up apart from all wrong human influence or interference until the day of his shewing to Israel. Not his shewing to the priest, or to the Jews, but his shewing to Israel, that is, the glory of God’s thoughts regarding His people. God would say to us, There is the kind of man I want you to be. John would be in an area entirely independent of the philosophy or thinking of man after the flesh, and God would say, Out of these very circumstances, see the kind of man I can produce. The Lord says, “For I say unto you, Among them that are born of women a greater prophet is no one than John the baptist; but he who is a little one in the kingdom of God is greater than he” (see Luke 7: 28). What a favour we have to be positionally greater than John the baptist. We need to understand what the Lord is saying there; He is not saying that any one of us was morally greater than John the baptist. 

In Acts 8 we have Philip active in preaching and in service—“But the angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, Rise up and go southward on the way which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza: the same is desert”. Philip had probably served in Jerusalem and had preached in Samaria. It would be a great thing to be prominent in Jerusalem—it would tend 

to make something of a man to be serving there. It was probably something less to serve in Samaria, but he was told to go down from Jerusalem to Gaza, “the same is desert”. Philip might well say to himself, What am I going into a desert for? There will be nobody there to preach to. How humiliating, after preaching before crowds, to go down into the desert! 

Perhaps Philip did not want to go there. He might (I am not saying he was), but he might have been a bit like Jonah, rebelling against what he was told to do. Whether we are young or old we do not naturally like to be obedient—it is something we have got to learn. So Philip was told to go southward on the way which goes down; not elevation but down—humble yourself—as later he went down into the water; he did that himself. Philip had learned deep lessons; he was a man who had gained a convert and went down into the water with him. I do not think a man like Philip would boast in, or be elated by, a conversion. He would have learned this lesson that he had to be obedient, whether it meant Jerusalem or Samaria or the desert. 

In Galatians we read about the great apostle Paul, who says that God “was pleased to reveal his Son in me”. The revelation to Peter was to him, but the revelation of the Son of God to Paul was in him. The Son of God had such an impact on Saul of Tarsus that He found His way in influence into every part of his moral being. I wonder, beloved brethren, if we have allowed the influence and affections of the Son of God so to captivate us that it has got into every thread of our moral being. One great end in view in Christianity is that we are so laid hold of by this blessed Man that, as Paul could say, “for me to live is Christ”. Who of us can say that? The natural thing for Saul of Tarsus to have done after his conversion would have been to go to where all the apostles were—to Jerusalem. But Paul says, No, I am not going 

there, I am going into Arabia: in effect he is saying, I am going where I can be alone with God, alone with the Son of God, and learn from His own lips, learn from Himself. So he says, 

“I took not counsel with flesh and blood, nor went I up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia”—involving, no doubt, as Mr. Taylor said, the exercises of Romans 7 (see Vol. 96, p.501). There would be no human influence, nothing of man to intrude, nothing to detract from the work of God in Saul of Tarsus’ soul. I have no doubt he learned some wonderful things which come out in his ministry. 

Then he says, “and again returned to Damascus”; not to Jerusalem but to Damascus where he had proved the touch of the saints. He had learned obedience, learned the necessity of it. 

“Then after three years” he went up to Jerusalem to make acquaintance with Peter. Why did Paul take this course? I believe, beloved brethren, he had to learn for himself, first hand from divine Persons, his own part in the testimony. He goes on to say “and I remained with him fifteen days”; the forging of these personal relationships is so essential, relationships between ourselves which should be forged and maintained at this level. So Peter later speaks of “our beloved brother Paul”. Beloved brethren, let us forge links that will take the strain, no matter what may arise. What we sometimes see is that, if relationships amongst the saints are shallow, the moment something arises to disturb you find the relationships are disrupted; but if this kind of relationship is formed where, each one of us having been alone with God and having come under divine influence, and from that standpoint we have established our links together, they will take the strain no matter what may arise. 

It is noteworthy that the beloved man who says, 

“if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know him thus no longer” (2 

Corinthians 5: 16), is the very one who says that he “saw none other of the apostles but James the brother of the Lord”. Why would he seek out James the brother of the Lord? I think Paul would want to know first hand from James his impressions of the Lord Jesus here in manhood. 

May we be helped, beloved brethren, to see the moral import of the desert in these scriptures, so that it becomes very attractive to us and also essential in our souls’ histories, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
20 October 1984 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 35:1-4 (JND) [1] The wilderness and the dry land shall be gladdened; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. [2] It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice even with joy and shouting: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of Jehovah, the excellency of our God. [3] Strengthen the weak hands and confirm the tottering knees. [4] Say to them that are of a timid heart, Be strong, fear not; behold your God: vengeance cometh, the recompense of God! He will come himself, and save you.

Mark 1:35 (JND) [35] And rising in the morning long before day, he went out and went away into a desert place, and there prayed.

Mark 6:31 (JND) [31] And he said to them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest a little. For those coming and those going were many, and they had not leisure even to eat.

Luke 1:80 (JND) [80] And the child grew and was strengthened in spirit; and he was in the deserts until the day of his shewing to Israel.

Acts 8:26 (JND) [26] But [the] angel of [the] Lord spoke to Philip, saying, Rise up and go southward on the way which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza: the same is desert.

Galatians 1:15-20 (JND) [15] But when God, who set me apart [even] from my mother's womb, and called [me] by his grace, [16] was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, immediately I took not counsel with flesh and blood, [17] nor went I up to Jerusalem to those [who were] apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and again returned to Damascus. [18] Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to make acquaintance with Peter, and I remained with him fifteen days; [19] but I saw none other of the apostles, but James the brother of the Lord. [20] Now what I write to you, behold, before God, I do not lie.

Isaiah 35 (JND) [1] The wilderness and the dry land shall be gladdened; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. [2] It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice even with joy and shouting: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of Jehovah, the excellency of our God. [3] Strengthen the weak hands and confirm the tottering knees. …

Luke 6:12 (JND) [12] And it came to pass in those days that he went out into the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in prayer to God.

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

Mark 1:13 (JND) [13] And he was in the wilderness forty days tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to him.

Mark 1:35 (JND) [35] And rising in the morning long before day, he went out and went away into a desert place, and there prayed.

Mark 6 (JND) [1] And he went out thence and came to his own country, and his disciples follow him. [2] And when sabbath was come he began to teach in the synagogue, and many hearing were amazed, saying, Whence [has] this [man] these things? and what [is] the wisdom that is given to him, and such works of power are done by his hands? [3] Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended in him. …

Psalms 73:17 (JND) [17] Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; [then] understood I their end.

Luke 7:28 (JND) [28] for I say unto you, Among them that are born of women a greater [prophet] is no one than John [the baptist]; but he who is a little one in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …



“WHAT IS UNDER THY HAND?”

J. G. Chalmers 

1 Samuel 21: 1, 3, 4, 8, 9 

David coming to Nob to the priest would represent the Lord coming to a locality and relating Himself to what is priestly in that place. David was in rejection and it was a critical time. The time of Christ’s rejection, in which we are, has been marked by crisis after crisis and it will be so right to the end for Satan is a relentless foe. But a distinctive feature of the period of Christ’s rejection is the economy of local assemblies, the divine mind being that what is due to God will be maintained in priestly power and affection in every local assembly whether times are normal or abnormal. 

David raises this question with the priest, 

“What is under thy hand?” All things are said to be in the hands of the Son in John 3: 35—

that brings out His glory in the economy as the Administrator. All the treasure of his master was said to be under the hand of Abraham’s, servant, and that brings out in type the glory of the Holy Spirit in the economy as the One who is here to make effective in the souls of the saints in a subjective way what the Lord is giving them from on high. That is what the Lord is looking for when He comes to our local assemblies, what is under our hand. The younger brethren may be wondering how the Lord comes and in what way He raises a question like this. Well, for instance, we come together for a reading and, the going may be heavy, like the disciples rowing and making little progress, but some brother, often a young one, asks a simple question and we get the sense that the Lord comes in on that and brings out the wealth of what has been wrought in the souls of the saints by the Spirit. 

It is a real challenge as to what is under our hand. The priest says here, “There is no common bread under my hand, but there is holy bread”. No common bread, but holy bread! Can we say, dear brethren, that there is no common bread under our hand? Alas, they could not say that at Corinth. Paul has to say to them in regard of their emulation and strife, “are ye not carnal, and walk according to man?”, and as to their divided state, “are ye not men?”, 1 

Corinthians 3: 3, 4. Their behaviour, their language, their treatment of each other was according to mere natural man. That was Corinth. What about our local assemblies? What is common does not belong to the assembly of God; “nothing common ... shall at all enter into it”, Revelation 21: 27. What is common can only come in as any of us give place to the man that God has totally set aside in the death of Christ, and the answer to that is constant self-judgment and humbling ourselves. 

We can have holy bread. The Holy Spirit is here to glorify Christ and to form Him in the saints. God has that Man in His presence and He is infinitely complacent in Him and finds boundless pleasure in Him. When David went in and sat in God’s presence something must have affected him profoundly for he exclaimed, “Is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah?”, 2 Samuel 7: 19. As we go into God’s presence, Christ is there, and the Father has given us of His Spirit so that He can share with us in His pleasure in Jesus. As we ask the Spirit it gives Him joy to impart impressions to us of what there is in Jesus that gives the Father such delight. Ah, dear brethren, that is the kind of Man that the Spirit is forming in the saints, and the spirit of that Man should permeate every local assembly. Christ in the saints—that is holy food, and that food builds up a priestly constitution in the saints in view of the service of God and in view of being able to stand for God in the conflict in critical days. 

David asks about food first and then about a sword, “Is there not here under thy hand spear or sword?” It is important in critical times that the saints are fed on holy bread so that there is manhood formed that can face up to, and sustain, what is involved in the conflict for the truth. 

What would our answer be to such a question? The priest says that the sword of Goliath was there, wrapped up in a cloth behind the ephod. What good was it doing there, not in use? It is like the truth being held objectively only. We have all the truth in the Bible and in the accredited ministries of the recovery—thank God for that. But the question is as to what is under our hand. What moral effect has the truth had upon me personally? That is the vital question. That is what matters. 

The sword of Goliath is a type of death which in the hand of Satan held persons in bondage. 

The Lord Jesus has wrested death from the hand of Satan by conflict (Hebrews 2: 14, 15). He is now risen and ascended and death is in His hands and He gives it to the believer as a servant. Death is ours. It has aptly been described as the greatest weapon in the arsenal of God when wielded in the power of life. Have we learned to use this mighty weapon? In the struggle of Romans 7 we learn that we are powerless in the presence of the power of sin working in our flesh; as one young man said of that struggle, he found that old Adam was too strong for young John. How true that is! Well, that struggle leads you to find the Deliverer, Jesus Christ our Lord, and to learn how to use death in regard to what you find in yourself; you learn to put to death the deeds of the body and live. And so it is that in every exercise in your soul history that causes you trouble and distress you can find an answer as you use this mighty weapon, the word of God in the power of the Spirit. Then, by extension, you can meet every issue as to the truth with this same weapon, the word of God which is the sword of the Spirit. 

Well, dear brethren, I feel challenged by these questions, but the Lord does not raise them to expose us but rather to bring out what the Spirit has wrought amongst us. I trust that as we face up to them that we may be able to say that there is under our hand both holy bread and the sword of Goliath of which the language of faith would say with David, “There is none like that”. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Lossiemouth
24 July 1984 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 21:1-9 (JND) [1] And David came to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest; and Ahimelech trembled at meeting David, and said to him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee? [2] And David said to Ahimelech the priest, The king has commanded me a business, and has said to me, Let no man know anything of the business whereon I send thee, and what I have commanded thee; and I have directed the young men to such and such a place. [3] And now what is under thy hand? give me five loaves in my hand, or what may be found. [4] And the priest answered David and said, There is no common bread under my hand, but there is holy bread; if the young men have kept themselves at least from women. [5] And David answered the priest and said to him, Yes indeed, women have been kept from us about these three days, since I came out, and the vessels of the young men are holy, and the [bread] is in a manner common, and the more so, because to-day [new] is hallowed in the vessels. [6] And the priest gave him holy [bread]; for there was no bread there but the shew-loaves that were taken from before Jehovah, to put on hot bread in the day when they were taken away. [7] (Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before Jehovah; and his name was Doeg, the Edomite, chief of the shepherds that [belonged] to Saul.) [8] And David said to Ahimelech, And is there not here under thy hand spear or sword? for I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons with me, for the king's business was urgent. [9] And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of terebinths, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod; if thou wilt take that, take it; for there is no other save that here. And David said, There is none like that: give it me.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

Revelation 21:27 (JND) [27] And nothing common, nor that maketh an abomination and a lie, shall at all enter into it; but those only who [are] written in the book of life of the Lamb.

2 Samuel 7:19 (JND) [19] And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah?

Hebrews 2:14-15 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …



“HE MADE IT AGAIN ANOTHER VESSEL”

P. Martin 

Jeremiah 18: 1–6; Revelation 21: 1–5 

These scriptures refer to a marred vessel and to a perfect one. It is clear that God ever intended to have man for His pleasure for He went to great lengths in the creation of man. He acted in relation to man in a way in which He did not act in relation to the rest of creation for He breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life. He did not do that to the animals, although they did live; but there was what was special in relation to man that was to be for God’s pleasure. It became marred very quickly. This passage says, “The vessel that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter”. How quickly that was so! Adam fell from God’s thoughts for him—“By one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death”, Romans 5: 12. 

From that moment onward God has never looked for anything from man naturally. He is not working with natural man for He will never secure anything in that order of man for His pleasure. That order of man has been marred and will never be restored. It says, “He made it again”. He did not repair it. God is not repairing the first order of man. What a moment to come to in our history when we realise that God is not repairing the first order of man. He is making man another vessel—as it pleases Him, and God is looking for that answer in each one of us and in our local companies, the quality that is not according to the natural man, for that order of man has no place in the assembly of God. 

Our brother has referred to Paul saying of the Corinthians, “Ye are yet carnal”. That has no place in the assembly of God. How often, alas, carnal thinking and reasoning enter into times of difficulty amongst the saints! It has no place. God is not using it. He is looking for men who are moving according to the vessel that pleases Him. It is only what is of the Spirit that has any place at all in divine things. Matters are often brought in which are not of the Spirit, but these have no place in divine things. How solemn that is! They belong to the vessel that God has finished with, because it was marred. 

But it says, “He made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make”. O, beloved brethren, think of what seemed good to the Potter! Think of the life of Jesus, the perfect One! How good that was to the Father; every detail of His life was pleasurable. We can think of the growing years of Jesus, growing in favour with God and men—a Boy growing in favour with God! There was never anything in the life of Jesus that was not pleasurable to God. Every footstep of His gave God delight. What a perfect Man! We can understand then that God wanted a whole order of manhood like Jesus. He found in Jesus everything that He looked for in man. He found what He had never found before. Speaking reverently. God says, I will have that order of Man before Me eternally. Oh that I was more in the gain of it!—would that we were generally. Matters that take time amongst us would be quickly and easily resolved if we only saw the glory of that blessed Man. 

So it says, “Cannot I do with you as this potter?” That is what the Spirit is doing, dear brethren. We may sometimes wonder why matters arise amongst us and I believe that it is just to bring out that the Spirit is working. He is setting aside in His power the line of things that has not pleased God, but He is also forming in His grace that which is pleasing to Him. 

With us this involves conflict, as it did with the children of Israel, that they might learn their hearts and that they might learn God in the wilderness. There will be conflict to the end, beloved, because the flesh wars against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh. So He ‘makes again’. 

O, beloved, let us get hold of that, especially when we are younger, that divine Persons are not working with anything that belongs to us naturally. There is a work of God in my soul that is not drawing from what I am naturally. God is building, and we are to make way for the work of God, to see that the Spirit has His place in our affections so that that work grows and develops in our souls and that what seems good to the Potter may come into full expression. 

When we come to Revelation 21 it is not a marred vessel but a perfect one. I believe we need to get a sense of the perfect vessel that God is going to have for His pleasure eternally. This is the vessel in which He will rest, a creature vessel, yet perfect. We might wonder at times as to whether that was possible, that a creature vessel could be perfect; and yet it must be so because she will be alongside of Christ in that day. It says, “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God”. That is where she is coming from. 

She has already been there in the purpose of God. God has had that vessel, we might say reverently, in His own affections as the vessel that would be the expression of His glory. The personnel of this vessel are not exactly stressed in this passage but they are referred to, because God is going to wipe away every tear from their eyes. The vessel itself is heavenly but the personnel have been here in the scene of testimony, and God is working out in this scene what is heavenly in His saints. How wonderful that is! The saints are heavenly. They are not earthly. They certainly are not worldly. May the Lord preserve us from every trace of worldliness that the enemy would seek to bring in little by little. The saints are heavenly because of their calling, they are “partakers of the heavenly calling”, Hebrews 3: 1. We belong to heaven. This vessel is seen coming down out of the heaven from God. It is the product of the Spirit’s work through two thousand years. Later in the chapter this vessel is seen in relation to the millennium, but here it is presented as the vessel which is entirely for God’s pleasure. It is what God has looked for, and waited for, and now He has such an answer in a perfect vessel. She is prepared as a bride adorned for her husband—not exactly that she is presented as the bride of Christ here but that bridal features are marking her. O, beloved, would that we were more bridal in our affection for Christ, that the bridal affection proper to the glory of that blessed Man marked us more!—that He had the place in our affections that is rightly His. As we give place to the Spirit in the forming of the vessel that is pleasing to Him, then bridal affection for Christ will develop. Each local company is to be an expression of bridal affection. No other man is to have the chief place there. Christ alone is to have control in the assembly. 

Then it says, “I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God”. What an answer, beloved! When everything seemed to have been lost, through the centuries just a marred vessel, yet God has secured through the work of Christ an answer to His purpose that is perfect and will be eternally His dwelling place and the residence of His glory. What an answer! We form part of it. We have been chosen for this. We have been reminded already this week that God has wrought us for this very thing, not according to what we were, but according to His own purpose and grace. How wonderful to be conscious of being secured for such an answer for God’s pleasure. May each of us be exercised that there may be such an answer for the pleasure of divine Persons. The Spirit would work in our affections to form the vessel as it pleases Him. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Lossiemouth
24 July 1984




Scripture references

Jeremiah 18:1-6 (JND) [1] The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying, [2] Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. [3] And I went down to the potter's house; and behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. [4] And the vessel that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter; and he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make. [5] And the word of Jehovah came to me, saying, [6] House of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith Jehovah. Behold, as the clay in the potter's hand, so are ye in my hand, house of Israel.

Revelation 21:1-5 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away. [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,



THE TOKEN





Extracts from readings with Mr. J. Taylor 

AR More than long hair is spoken of in this chapter (1 Corinthians 11). There is also the matter of a covering, that is ‘authority’ on the head of woman, verse 10. 

JT That is a verse not much understood; it reads, “Therefore ought the woman to have authority on her head, on account of the angels”. Authority there means that there is a sign or a symbol of authority on her head. 

LES Would it not furnish a bulwark, if understood, as over against the incoming of the floods of evil? 

JT I think it does, and it is a question of how much sisters take it on, because there is a great deal of discussion on this point; and when the subject is ended, it is said, “But if any one think to be contentious, we have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God”, showing that the apostle was refusing the idea of contention on this point. 

LES Would you say something in regard to long hair? There are sisters amongst us who have their hair cut. 

JT Well, this subject affects every brother and sister, every sister particularly. 

FNW Is that one way in which priestly sensibilities would show themselves in the sisterhood? 

JT Yes, ‘priestly sensibilities’ is a good expression because it is so allied with the service of God, and what is becoming in it. 

(Vol. 67, pp.447, 448). 

WSS Would you be free to say something about the word ‘authority’ in the verse we are considering (1 Corinthians 11: 10). “Therefore ought the woman to have authority on her head”? 

JT We might well look at the note given at the bottom of the page. 

WSS The note says—‘that is, a token of the authority under which she stands’. 

JT That is, she has something above her. 

WSS I think you said sometime ago, that it is like the badge of rank which a soldier wears, and of which he is proud, showing that he is under authority; but being under authority he can speak with authority. 

JT Quite so. Under authority does not mean that he is rendered inferior by it, but he can speak with authority because he is under authority. A corporal is under authority in the Army; he is not reduced on that account, but there is an authority above him. 

WGC Does the woman in the ordering of God become the expression of the grace of the assembly as subjected to Christ? 

JT That is right. In the creation God intended to bring out the great thought of Christ and the assembly. He intended to bring it out, and He wanted to do it, and now He has done it, and the thing is to be worked out in Christians, because 

Christians have the Spirit; it is all a question of the Spirit. 

AJG And you would say that this verse requires that the woman should at all times have authority on her head, and not simply when we are together in assembly? 

JT That is what I think is right, and I believe the sisters are coming to see that, and to use the token—even if it is only a token of the place that she has and the authority she is under. 

AHG Has woman a distinctive place in the setting forth of this principle of subjection? 

JT I would think so. There is no doubt that God is helping us in our households. The principle of the household has come into more prominence than it has been, and I think it is to bring out this very thought, the place that woman has in it, and the place that man has over her and then the place that man has under Christ, and that Christ has under God. It is to bring out the great thought of order; divine order in God—God being everything. 

(Vol. 73, pp.10, 11). 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11:10 (JND) [10] Therefore ought the woman to have authority on her head, on account of the angels.



ARRIVING AT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

A. K. Turner 

Job 42: 2, 8 (to “accept”); Ephesians 3: 20, 21 

I am thinking of the way Job spoke of God, as having come to know Him, “I know that thou canst do everything”. He had arrived at that knowledge of God through deep experience. It is remarkable that we have this book of Job, quite a long book, a long record in regard to the history of one man, and particularly his soul history. So we have details of the calamities that came upon him, we have the record of his words as he went through that period of chastening under the hand of God, when God allowed him to be under the hand of Satan, but for his own instruction, that he might come to know God. What I believe to be, too, of very great interest is the way that God Himself spoke to him after Elihu’s faithful preaching, so that we have those chapters, 38 to 41, where God Himself is speaking to Job. God Himself speaking to one man in all these verses, because of His deep interest in him. His desire that Job might come to the end of himself, but see the end of the Lord. 

I believe the end of the Lord was that he came to know God in this remarkable way, so that he can speak in this way, “I know that thou canst do everything”. What confidence he now had in God, that God could do everything—simple, complete confidence in God, “and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine”. We use that in a hymn of worship— 

‘We worship still, while gladdened hearts exclaim— 

“Thou canst be hindered in no thought of Thine!”‘ (Hymn 406) God brought Job to that through this experimental process, of which we have such detail, and through speaking to Job of His greatness. We have no similar record in Holy Scripture to the way God spoke to Job as to His greatness in creation. How great our Creator is, dear brethren; how wonderful He is! God spoke to Job in detail as to some of the wonders of His creation, and He brought Job to know Himself in a way he had not known Him before. Job says, “Now mine eye seeth thee”. He came to know God, and he was a priest as having gone through this experimental process. In coming to know God he became a priest. God says, “for him will I accept”, a priest that God would accept. He had come to a knowledge of himself, and he had come to a knowledge of God. He not only knew that he was a sinner, but he had come to a knowledge of his sinful state, and he abhorred himself; but in coming to that, he came to know God. That is what I want to stress, that he came to know God, that God can do everything, and now he was a man who could pray, as knowing God. 

I believe it is a time when we need to pray. There is much to pray for, beloved brethren, and I believe the blessed God would encourage us in prayer to Himself, as knowing Him, and in liberty before Him, taken into favour in the Beloved. 

Paul was a very great man in his knowledge of God, and he says these words, “But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”. What words they are, beloved brethren! God is still able to do far exceedingly above all that we ask or think. So Paul knew his God. He knew the purposes of God, the love of God as revealed in Christ, and His power to work in us by His Spirit, “according to the power which works in us”. How wonderful that God is working in us! May His work go on in us in view of the end, and He is able for it. 

But I think Paul would encourage us on the line of prayers, and I must say how feeble my prayers seem as I think of the prayers of the beloved apostle, the height of them, you might say, the depth of them, the depth of his feelings as he bows his knees to the Father. But the God he knew, and in whom he believed. Paul had confidence was “able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”. May we have more confidence in Him, and may we be encouraged as to prayer. Some of us maybe have more time for prayer than others, but may we be engaged in it the more as we consider what God is able to do, the way He is able to complete 

matters in spite of the mountains that appear as obstacles. God is able to complete things for His own glory, and He is working in us to that end. May the work go on, for His own glory, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
1 January 1985 

 


Scripture references

Job 42:2-8 (JND) [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine. [3] Who is he that obscureth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered what I did not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. [4] Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and inform me. [5] I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee: [6] Wherefore I abhor [myself], and repent in dust and ashes. [7] And it came to pass after Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, that Jehovah said to Eliphaz the Temanite, Mine anger is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends; for ye have not spoken rightly of me, like my servant Job. [8] And now, take for yourselves seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt-offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you, for him will I accept: lest I deal with you [after your] folly, for ye have not spoken of me rightly, like my servant Job.

Ephesians 3:20-21 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).



CHRIST IN SUPREMACY

D. E. Burr 

Genesis 41: 41–45 

Christ has been elevated to the position of supremacy, all power has been given to Him in heaven and upon earth. He is the One that we have to do with, the Mediator of God and men, and He is in this place of power. The news, typically, of Christ’s supremacy here causes the people to cry before Him, “Bow the knee!”, or as the alternative rendering gives, ‘Rejoice thou’. It is a matter of rejoicing that Christ has been put into this place, that He has been given a name which is above every name. Every knee is going to bow to Him. We are living in the day of grace and it is not exactly a time of compulsion, although the commandment goes out that God is calling upon all men everywhere to repent. But those of us who know the Lord are to rejoice in the place that He has, to rejoice in His place of power. His place of supremacy, not to be doleful, but to be happy and glad in the knowledge of the place that Christ has been given. 

Well, certain consequences flow from that; Christ is given here, typically, a new name. He is given a name which, looking at the alternative renderings, means ‘Saviour of the world’, ‘Sustainer of life’, ‘Revealer of secrets’. I think that in the present time of pressure we do well to have a view of the Lord Jesus in the light of these titles. He is ‘Saviour of the world’. Our brother has been referring to what God can do; He can do everything. He is acting in Christ, and He is the Saviour of the world. Whatever problem arises, whatever matter comes about circumstantially, testimonially, in the bodies of the saints, or whatever it may be, there is One who is the Saviour of the world, the Saviour of the body too. How great that is, to know One who has been elevated to this place. 

And He is the Sustainer of life—you think of life ebbing out in various persons—we have to recognise the reality of life, of age; we are all getting older, and we might as well recognise the reality of the fact that life is brief, and that it is ebbing out for each one of us, more so for some than for others. But then there is One who is the Sustainer of life. What a thing that is, that He is maintaining things, maintaining things for God, maintaining a response, maintaining a testimony, maintaining those that are committed to Him in His place of supremacy. 

Then the ‘Revealer of secrets’. I suppose, in a sense, the Tuesday night meeting has that in view; the prophetic word would have in view the revealing of secrets, something of the divine mind coming in to disclose what is needed for the moment, what God and the Lord Jesus would teach us, would have us occupied with, just at the present moment—the Revealer of secrets. 

So this is the One that takes up our case, the One who is the Mediator, the One who is the Intercessor, and it says, “And Joseph went out over the 

land of Egypt”. Think of Christ being in control, able to go out, to survey the whole of His inheritance and to regulate it, “without thee shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt”; “according to thy commandment shall all my people regulate themselves”. 

Well, what a wonderful thing it would be if that were so, if all God’s people were regulating themselves by the commandments, by the word of Christ. It is not so in a general sense, but, as our brother said, there is the side of the acceptance of our place, the acceptance of authority, and the acceptance of the Lord’s word, so that we are a people that are regulated not arbitrarily, not autocratically—but regulated in love by One who has taken His place in relation to Asnath, has taken a place in love in view of the working out of a wonderful administration of supply, where all the people are fed, where life is sustained. 

Well, maybe the Lord would encourage us to know Him in these ways and to seek to get some gain from present exercise and experience in being drawn nearer to the One who is the Revealer of secrets. May it be so, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
1 January 1985 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 41:41-45 (JND) [41] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. [42] And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it on Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in clothes of byssus, and put a gold chain on his neck. [43] And he caused him to ride in the second chariot that he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee! and he set him over all the land of Egypt. [44] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I am Pharaoh; and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt. [45] And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah, and gave him as wife Asnath the daughter of Potipherah the priest in On. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.



WHAT AM I LIVING FOR?

J. B. Stoney 

Everyone has an object, let him conceal it as he may. The smallest acts of his life betray him. It is a saying in the world—a man’s character is betrayed by his involuntary acts. So with the believer. If the smallest acts spring from devotedness to Christ, there is no fear but that the greatest ones will. 

The next thing the soul learns after salvation is the great fact that Christ is not here, that He has been rejected in the world where we live. 

The next question is, What am I doing here? The true answer is that my heart is not here, my heart is in heaven, but I seek to be here for Him, who is all my delight, in this scene of His rejection where His ‘treasure’ is, for His heart is here, though He has left the place; and therefore the chief and real interest of a heart true to Him is the only place He comes to, that is, the midst of His own, His assembly. 

EXTRACT 

So we need to be balanced. Evil arises, and one has painfully to admit that in the gatherings there are current issues unsolved; evil raising up its head, and in some instances, inability to meet it; participation in worldly associations, radios, and mixed marriages. These are decoys of the devil to distract and defile the brethren; and God would call upon us to gird up our loins, and face these things with others like them; and what is needed, among other things, is positive balance ... “For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are noble” ... They furnish balance. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 46, p.389) 
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